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Gen.  Simon  Goodell  Griffin  died  on  January  14-,  1902. 
On  June  19,  1902.  the  sui^ervisory  eoramittee  transmitted 
to  the  city  councils  the  manuscri])t  of  the  "History  of  the 
Town  of  Keene"  as  written  b}-  General  Griffin,  with  photo- 
graphs, maps  and  other  subjects  for  illustration,  and  sug- 
gested the  appointment  of  a  new  committee  to  attend  to 
the  pnl)lication  and  sale  of  the  history-,  with  power  to 
make  minor  alterations  and  any  additions  thereto  it 
tiiought  advisable.  As  one  of  such  additions  the  annals 
of  the  city  of  Keene,  from  the  incorporation  of  the  city  to 
the  date  of  publication,  were  suggested.  On  the  same  date 
Bertram  Ellis,  Wallace  L.  Mason  and  Frank  H.  Whit- 
comb  were  appointed  a  committee  for  the  above  named 
purjioses  and  the  councils  appropriated  the  unexpended 
balance  for  contingent  expenses.  Bertram  Ellis  resigned 
and  the  other  members  of  the  committee  advertised  for 
bids  and  made  a  contract  with  the  Sentinel  Printing 
Compan}'  for  the  publication  of  the  historj',  on  October 
27,  1903. 

Events  of  interest  in  the  histor\'  of  the  city  of  Keene, 
from  1874  to  the  present  date,  have  been  briefly-  noted 
and  the  sesquiccntennial  celebration,  at  greater  length. 

COMailTTEE. 


Sketck  of  tLe  AutKor. 


BY  RF.Y.  OCTAVirs  AITLEGATE,  JR.,  M.  A. 

T3ie  author  of  this  his;tory,  Simon  Goodell  Griffin, 
brigadier  and  brevet  major  general.  United  States  Volun- 
teers, in  the  civil  war,  was  born  in  Nelson,  N.  H.,  Aug.  9, 
1824,  to  Xatban  and  Sally  (Wright)  Griffin.  He  came  of 
a  stock  of  more  than  ordinary  strength  of  intellect  and 
force  of  character.  His  grandfather,  "Deacon  Samael 
Griffin,  Es(iuire,"  was  a  member  of  the  New  Hampshire 
legislature,  and  both  he  and  Nehemiah  Wright,  the 
general's  maternal  grandfather,  were  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  and  fought  in  the  Ijattle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Nathan  Griffin,  the  general's  father,  was  of  high  ability 
and  public  service,  but  lost  his  health  in  early  manhood, 
and  the  care  of  the  family  ol  seven  children  fell  largely 
upon  his  wife,  a  woman  of  whom  it  is  written,  "She  was 
one  of  the  loveliest  of  her  sex  both  in  person  and  char- 
acter, one  of  those  sweet  and  noble  women  who  bless  the 
world  by  living  in  it;"  a  woman  of  singular  beautv  and 
especialh-  gifted  as  a  singer,  with  a  voice  of  remarkable 
clearness  and  sweetness.  She  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  with  eye  undimnied  and  mind  unclouded;  and  while 
the  general  owed  much  to  her  wise  counsels  and  training, 
her  temperament  was  her  greatest  gift  to  him. 

Owing  to  the  ill  health  of  the  father,  the  boy  at  the 
age  of  six  went  to  live  in  the  adjoining  tow^n  of  Roxbury 
with  his  uncle,  Gen.  Samuel  Griffin.  He  too  had  a  decided 
taste  for  military  affairs,  had  been  a  volunteer  for  the 
War  of  1812,  though  not  called  into  active  service,  and 
had  attained  the  highest  rank  in  the  state  militia.  His 
habit  of  discussing  military  affairs  and  of  repeating 
descriptions  which  he  had  read  of  battles  and  campaigns 
made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  upon  the  boy's  mind. 
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lie  was  a  successful  farmer,  a  man  of  energy  and  believed 
in  industry  and  frugalit}'  as  tlic  means  of  success.  Never 
after  seven  years  of  age  could  the  boy  be  spared  for  school 
save  for  ten  or  twelve  Avecks  in  the  winter,  and  this  was 
all  the  formal  schooling  he  ever  received;  but  his  natural 
ambition  and  thirst  for  knowledge  carried  him  through 
such  private  reading  and  study  as  his  leisure  permitted,  to 
liis  taking  at  the  age  of  eighteen  the  position  of  school 
teacher,  a  vocation  in  which  he  attained  marked  success. 
Continuing  hi?  studies  while  teaching,  and  working  on  the 
farm  during  vacation,  he  mastered  all  the  higher  English 
branches,  became  proficient  .  in  Latin  and  French  and 
covered  a  wide  field  of  miscellaneous  reading,  making  a 
specialtj^  of  history  and  the  lives  of  military  leaders.  Thus 
bv  inheritance,  early  training  and  self  education  he  was 
fitted  for  the  special  work  that  \a.y  before  him,  and  had 
cultivated  that  patriotic  spirit  and  ability  for  military 
affairs  which  won  for  him  his  preeminence  among  the 
soldiers  of  New  Hampshire,  and  made  him  one  of  the  best 
volunteer  officers  in  the  War  of  the  Rel)ellion. 

In  1S50  he  married  Ursula  J.,  daughter  of  Jason 
Harris  of  Nelson.  She  died  soon  after  the  birth  of  a  son, 
w'ho  did  not  long  survive  her.  After  this  bereavement  he 
began  the  stud\'  of  law  and  while  thus  engaged  repre- 
sented his  native  town  in  the  legislature,  ser%'ing  in  his 
second  term  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education. 
Pursuing  his  study  of  law  at  Exeter  and  afterward  at 
Concord,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1860  and  had 
just  entered  upon  his  professional  work  when  the  war 
broke  out.  A  recent  trip  to  Washington  had  convinced 
him  of  the  imminence  of  war  and  its  probable  long  dura- 
tion, so  he  promptly  abandoned  his  practice,  joined  a 
company  of  young  men  then  forming  at  Concord,  and  be- 
gan the  study  of  military  tactics.  He  volunteered  as  a 
private,  but  was  elected  captain  of  the  company,  which, 
finding  the  first  call  filled,  was  mustered  into  service  under 
the  second  call  for  three  A^ears  or  the  war,  at  Portsmouth, 
June  4,  1861.  This  company'  was  the  celebrated  "Good- 
win Rifles,"  Compan\'  B,  Second  New  Hampshire  Volun- 
teers, and  by  the  exertions  of  Capt.  Griffin  and  his  friends, 
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who  guaranteed  the  state  against  the  heav3'  expense,  was 
equipped  with  Sharpe's  rifles,  and  was  the  first  to  leave 
the  state  with  breech  loading  arms.  The  conipan\'  under 
Capt.  GrifEn  was  detailed  for  skirmish  duty  at  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run  and  "was  handled  with  remarkable 
coolness  and  braver)'  though  under  heavy  fire."  Gen. 
Hooker's  attention  having  been  called  to  the  effectiveness 
of  the  Sharpe's  rifle,  he  obtained  for  Capt.  Grifiin  leave  of 
absence  and  gave  him  letters  to  the  governor  of  New 
Hampshire  with  a  view  to  having  him  raise  a  regiment  or 
battalion  similarly  armed;  but  the  state  authorities  with 
short-sighted  economy  again  refused  to  incur  the  expense. 
Capt.  Griffin  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Sixth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  on  the  26th  of  October 
and  immediateh'  joined  that  regiment,  then  being  recruited 
at  Keene.  The  Sixth  was  assigned  to  Burnside's  expedi- 
tion to  North  Carolina  and  encamped  first  on  Hatteras 
and  afterward  on  Roanoke  island,  where  Lieut.  Col. 
Griffin  found  himself  in  command,  with  hard  work  before 
him  in  restoring  the  health  of  his  regiment  and  improving 
its  discipline  and  morale,  which  had  been  serioush-  lowered 
by  sickness.  So  marked  was  the  success  which  soon  fol- 
lowed his  efforts  that  this  regiment  became  "one  of  the 
best  drilled  and  disciplined  in  the  service."^  In  April, 
1862,  Col.  Griffin  commanded  an  expedition  of  600  men 
and  effectively  broke  up  a  rebel  rendezvous  near  Elizabeth 
City,  N.  C,  capturing  74  men  and  a  qtiantit3^  of  arms 
and  ammunition.  At  the  battle  of  Camden,  N.  C,  April 
19,  Lieut.  Col.  Griffin  commanded  his  regiment,  nearly 
1,000  strong,  and  gave  conclusive  evidence  of  his  power  as 
a  disciplinarian  and  of  his  influence  over  his  men.  At  a 
critical  moment  he  was  ordered  to  attack.  "  Moving  for- 
ward now  with  full  ranks  against  the  eneniv's  right,  with 
a  well  formed  line  and  colors  fl\^ing,  the  regiment  made  a 
formidable  appearance  and  soon  drew  the  fire  of  the 
rebels.  A  cannon  shot  came  tearing  through  the  lines 
near  the  colors  and  the  line  swung  back  in  the  centre  until 
it  left  Col.  Griffin  standing  as  far  in  the  front  as  his  place 
was  in  the  rear.    Watching  an  opportunity  when  he  could 

1  History  Sixth  Regiment,  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  page  5. 
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be  licard,  lie  waved  his  sword  and  shouted,  '  Forward, 
Sixth  New  I  laniiishire !'  Every  man  turned  to  the  front 
and  the  line  came  l>ack  as  coolly  as  if"  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. The  regiment  liaving  advanced  until  within  easy 
musket  sliot,  the  lieutenant  colonel  halted  the  line  and 
gave  the  command,  'Ready,  aim,  fire,'  and  the  regiment 
poured  in  a  volley  with  all  the  coolness  and  precision  of 
the  parade  ground,  every  musket  discharging  at  the  same 
instant.  The  eueiiiy  broke  and  fled  without  firing  another 
shot."i  It  was  reported  that  prisoners  from  the  Third 
Georgia  declared  that  "we  didn't  care  much  for  those  red- 
legged  Zouaves,  but  when  the  regulars  poured  in  that 
volley,  we  thought  it  time  to  git." 

On  April  22,  1S62,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  of 
his  regiment  and  in  July  was  sent  with  the  Ninth  corps 
to  Gen.  Pope's  aid  for  the  Virginia  campaign,  participat- 
ing in  the  second  l)attle  of  Bull  Kiui.  During  this  battle 
Col.  Griffin  and  his  regiment  were  almost  surrounded  in 
obeying  an  order  to  take  and  hold  a  wood,  receiving  a 
murderous  fire  in  front  and  on  flanks.  Col.  Griffin,  think- 
ing the  Union  troops  were  firing  upon  them  b}-  mistake, 
seized  the  colors  and  waved  them  in  the  direction  whence 
the  fire  was  hottest,  but  only  to  increase  it;  then  he  gave 
the  order  to  retreat  and  l)rought  ofi"  the  remnant  safe 
from  cajiture,  carrying  the  colors  himself  after  four  color 
bearers  had  been  shot  down.  That  the  regiment  in  that 
short  charge  lost  almost  one-half  of  its  number  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  is  touching  evidence  of  the  men's 
courage  and  their  devotion  to  their  brave  colonel.  He  did 
efficient  service  in  the  battles  of  Chantilly,  South  Moun- 
tain, and  at  Antietam,  where,  in  command  of  his  own  and 
the  Second  Maryland  regiment,  he  made  a  gallant  effort 
to  force  the  "stone  bridge,"  and  when  the  attack  was 
reinforced  his  was  the  first  regiinent  to  form  its  line  on 
the  crest  of  the  ridge  beyond.  For  this  instance  of  bravery 
and  skill  he  w^as  recommended  for  promotion  by  Gen. 
Burnside.  Col.  Griffin  and  his  regiment  did  brave  w^ork 
at  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  the  regiment  losing  one-third 
of  its  strength. 

1  History  Si-xih  ReRiTncnt,  Kew  Hnmpshirc  VolKiitecrs,  page  -l-S. 
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In  1S63  lie  was  placed  in  coniraaiid  of  the  First 
brigade,  Second  division.  Ninth  corps,  and  after  minor 
operations  in  Kentucky  was  sent  with  his  corps  to  the 
aid  of  Gen.  Grant  in  the  operations  against  Vicksburg, 
joining  the  forces  under  Ge;!.  Siierman  in  his  campaign 
against  Gen.  Joe  Johnson.  After  the  corps  had  returned 
to  Kentucky.  Col.  Griffin  was  sent  to  east  Tennessee  in 
command  of  tiie  Second  division,  and  then,  Gen.  Burnside 
needing  more  troops,  was  sent  to  Kentucky  for  the  balance 
of  the  Ninth  corps,  but  Kentuck}-  being  threatened,  he  was 
placed  for  its  protection  at  the  impoi'tant  post  of  Camp 
Nelson  in  command  of  9,000  n^cn.  While  there  his  regi- 
ment reenlisted.  and  upon  the  reorganization  of  the  Ninth 
corps  at  Annapolis,  in  the  spring  of  ISG-i,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  Second  brigade,  Second  division. 
That  corps  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  near  the 
Rapidan  on  Alay  5  and  did  good  service  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  on  the  foHowing  da\'.  During  this  long 
campaign  the  work  of  the  brigade  was  so  arduous  and 
severe  that  it  had  to  be  continually  strengthened,  and  its 
losses  aggregated  three  hundred  more  than  its  original 
number,  though  Col.  Griffin,  always  at  the  front,  marvcl- 
ously  escaped  injury.  He  won  his  star  at  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  yiay  12.  by  bringing  his  brigade  to  the 
support  of  Hancock,  whose  troops  had  "been  left  in  fjroken 
formations  after  a  successful  charge  and  could  only  be 
saved  from  being  overwhelmed  in  a  counter  charge  of  three 
rebel  di\'isions  by  a  bold  and  rapid  movement  of  Col, 
Griffin's  brigade,  supported  by  the  corps.  This  movement 
its  skillful  commander  was  not  slow  to  make,  and  the 
brigade,  taking  the  whole  column  of  the  rebels  in  front 
and  flank,  received  their  terrible  onset  with  indomitable 
obstinacy. "1  For  this  skillful  and  gallant  action,  "which 
without  doubt  saved  Hancock's  corps  from  being  routed," - 
Col.  Griffin,  upon  recommendation  of  Gen.  Grant  and  Gen. 
Burnside,  was  nominated  a  brigadier  general  of  volunteers, 
and  the  nomination  was  unanimously  confirmed  hx  the 
senate  without  debate  or  reference  to  a  committee. 

1  HistorT  Sixth  Regiment,  Xc«-  H,Tjnp>hire  Vojunteers,  pape  C4-3. 
:  Wait's" Xc\s,-  Hampshire  in  ibe  KcbtlHoti,  pag-c  309, 
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Gen.   Grijlin  and  his  l)ri;^M(]e  took  part  in  tlic  battles 
of  North   Anna    River,   Tolopotainoy    Creek,  Bcthsaida 
Cluireh  and  Cokl  Harbour;  and  did  most  efficient  work  in 
the  operations  a;^ainst   Petcrslinri^,  where,  "in  charge  of 
his  own  and  Gen.  Curtin's  brigade  on  June  17  lie  made  an 
adroit  and  successful   attack  on  the  enemy's  intrenched 
lines,  carr3ing  their  w'orks  for  a  mile  in  extent,  capturing 
nearly    one   thousand    prisoners    besides   four   pieces  of 
artillery,  more  than  a  thousand  stand  of  small  arms  and 
a  quantity  of  ammunition.    Gen.  Potter,  commanding  the 
division,  entrusted  the  whole  planning  and  execution  of 
this  attack  to  Gen.  Griffin,  and  most  skillfull}'  did  he  carry 
out  his  part  of  it.     He  had  made  a  wide  breach  in  the 
enemies'  lines  and   there    w-as    nothing   to  prevent  our 
advance  into  the  city  had  supports  come  up  in  time."i 
At  the  desperate  battle  of  the  Mine  Gen.  Griffin  again  dis- 
tinguished himself,  receiving  orders  through  Gen.  Potter 
to  take  command  of  the  advance  after  Ledlie's  failure, 
and  push  a  column  to  Cemetery  hill;  Gen.  Griffin  forced 
his  way  through  the  mass  of  disorganized  troops  in  the 
crater,  climbed  to  the  parapet  on  the  farther  side  and 
called  to  the  men  to  come  forward,  but  the  order  had 
come  too  late.    The  fire  from  all  directions  was  so  hot 
that  no  troops  could  live  there,  and  the  few  who  braveh' 
sprang  to  join  the  intrepid  general  were  nearly  every  one 
shot  down.    He  seemed  to  bear  a  charmed  life;  but  at 
length,  unhurt,  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  gallant  at- 
tempt.    The   engagements  at  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar 
Spring  Church  and  Hatcher's  Run  soon  followed  and  the 
operations  at  Petersburg  culminated  in  the  attack  upon 
the  enemies'  lines  at  Fort  Sedgewnck  ("Fort  Hell")  w'herc 
the  assault  of  the  Second  division  of  the  Ninth  corps  w^as 
planned  and  led  hy  Gen.  Griffin,  w-ith  Gen.  Hartranft  on 
his  right.     At  the    commencement  of  this  action  Gen. 
Potter  was  wounded  and  succeeded  in  the  command  by 
Gen.    Griffin    "who    exhibited    throughout    the  greatest 
activity,  bravery  and  skill."    For  "  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct"  he  was  breveted  a  major  general  of  volunteers, 
a  brevet  won  sword  in  hand  on  one  of  the  most  bloody 

1  V/ajt's  Xc-w  Hampshire  in  the  Kcbclliou,  page  309. 
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fields  of  the  war.  Maj.  Gen.  Griffin  retained  command  of 
the  division  and  joined  in  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  Gen. 
Lee's  army,  and,  the  war  over,  was  mustered  out  Aug. 
24,  1865,  and  returned  home,  having  attained  the  highest 
rank  of  any  volunteer  officer  in  his  state. 

His  services  had  been  active  and  honorable  to  a  high 
degree.  He  was  brave  and  of  sound  judgment,  gallant 
and  patient,  persistent  in  purpose  and  yet  knowing  when 
to  let  go.  He  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  and  firm  com- 
mander, and  3'et  beneath  all  had  a  tenderness  which  made 
him  not  only  respected  by  his  men  but  beloved  and 
trusted.  He  took  part  in  twent\--four  great  battles  and 
scores  of  smaller  fights  and  was  always  in  demand  at  the 
front.  He  had  horses  killed  and  wounded  under  him  in 
action  and  his  clothing  frequently  cut  by  bullets,  but  he 
did  not  receive  a  scratch,  and  never  lost  in  all  his  long 
service  a  day's  dut\'  from  sickness,  owing,  no  doubt,  to 
his  temperate  habits.  He  was  tendered  a  commission  as 
major  in  the  regular  army  at  the  close  of  the  war,  but 
declined  the  honor  and  returned  to  make  his  residence  at 
Keene,  where,  in  the  earh'  years  of  the  war,  he  had  mar- 
ried Margaret,  daughter  of  Charles  Lamson.  He  repre- 
sented this  town  several  times  in  the  legislature,  serving 
two  terms  as  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
Twice  he  received  the  Republican  nomination  for  congress, 
but  at  each  election  his  party  was  defeated.  In  1867  the 
degree  of  master  of  arts  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Dart- 
mouth college.  For  several  \-ears  after  the  war  he  engaged 
in  manufacturing  near  his  home,  and  later  became  inter- 
ested in  the  development  of  Texas,  spending  some  3'ears 
there  with  his  wife  and  two  sons. 

Gen.  Griffin  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  com- 
mandery  of  the  Militarj'  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States,  was  for  two  years  its  commander,  and  at 
his  death  was  the  onh^  sur\nving  member  of  his  rank. 
He  was  also  a  past  commander  of  the  Order  of  Knights 
Templar.  A  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  he 
was  for  3'ears  a  warden  in  St.  James'  church,  Keene,  and 
delegate  to  the  diocesan  convention;  and  represented  his 
diocese  in  the  general  convention. 
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His  \oiv^  life  in  Keene  was  constant  in  its  service  to 
the  conimniiity.  Of  broad  syni])nthics,  earnest  convictions 
and  scholar!}-  cnltnrc,  he  was  ever  active  in  its  life,  partic- 
ularly in  its  educational,  ]3hilanthropic,  and  historical 
interests.  He  was  a  public  speaker  of  wide  rci:)utation, 
with  good  presence,  erect  bearing  and  a  strong  and  reso- 
nant voice,  and  was  often  called  upon  for  orations  and 
addresses,  vvhich  were  always  prepared  with  thoroughness 
and  exhibited  both  clearness  of  thought  and  grace  and 
vigor  in  delivery. 

Alb  the  qualities  of  a  true  manliness  that  made  Gen. 
Griffin  of  such  value  to  his  coimti'v  in  its  crisis  matured 
in  his  long  life  as  a  citizen,  the  usefulness  of  which  alwaj's 
centered  in  his  home  city. 

Gen.  Griffin  died  Jan.  14,  .1902,  and  funeral  services 
were  held  Jan.  16  in  St.  James'  Episcopal  church,  Rev. 
Daniel  C.  Roberts,  D.  D.,  of  Concord  and  the  writer,  a 
former  rector  of  the  church,  officiating.  The  burial  was  of 
a  military  character,  attended  by  representatives  of  the 
Lo3'al  Legion  and  the  Keene  Light  Guards.  It  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  impressive  funerals  ever  known  in 
this  place. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE  IMASSACJl ['SETTS  GRANT. 
1732-174.0. 

Before  the  i-ear  1740  the  grantees  and  provincial 
authorities  of  Massachusetts  claimed  all  that  part  of  New 
Hampshire  which  lies  west  of  the  Merrimac  river,  as  far 
north  as  the  present  towns  of  Lebanon  and  Meredith,  as 
a  part  of  their  province.  The  grants  from  the  crown  to 
the  original  grantees  in  each  of  these  provinces  were  full 
of  inaccuracies  and  conflicting  descriptions,  caused  hy  the 
fact  that  no  one  at  that  time  had  any  definite  knowledge 
of  this  vast,  unexplored  countr^^ 

An  earh'  grant  described  the  north  boundarv  line  of 
Massachusetts  as  "beginning  at  the  Sea  three  English 
miles  north  from  the  black  Rocks  So  called  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  River  Merrimack  as  it  emptied  it  Self  into  the  Sea 
Sixty  years  agoe,  thence  runniiig  Parralel  with  the  River 
as  far  Northward  as  the  Crotch  or  parting  of  the  River, 
thence  due  North  as  far  as  a  certain  tree  Connnonh' 
known  for  more  than  Seventy  Years  past  by  name  of 
INDICOT'S  TREE  Standing  tliree  English  miles  Northward 
of  said  Crotch  or  parting  of  Merrimack  River,  and  from 
thence  due  West  to  the  South  Sea." 

Upon  that  description  the  Massachusetts  grantees 
claimed  that  the  line  beginning  three  miles  north  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river  was  intended  to  run  along  that  side  of 
the  river,  at  the  same  distance  from  it,  to  the  source  of 
the  main  stream;  which  gave  them  a  strip  three  miles 
wide  on  the  east  side,  as  well  as  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river. 

In  1652  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  appointed 
a  commission  to  survey  the  boundary  line  between  the 
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two  y>roviMce<.  Tliat  connnission,  consisting  of  Capt. 
Simon  Willard  of  Concord  and  Capt.  E(]\vard  Johnson, 
with  guides  and  assistants,  accompanied  by  a  committee 
of  the  general  court  and  escorted  by  a  squad  of  soldiers, 
surveyed  as  far  north  as  tlie  "Weares,"  near  the  outlet  of 
Lake  Winipisiogce.  They  there  marked,  ^  at  the  head  of 
a  small  island  in  the  channel,  what  they  claimed  to  be  the 
northeast  corner  of  Massachusetts,  by  chiseling  on  the 
face  of  the  rocks  —  still  to  be  seen  —  the  initials  of  the 
names  of  the  commissioners  and  the  full  name  of  "John 
Endicott  Gov."  A  line  running  "due  west"  from  that 
point  strikes  the  Connectictit  river  near  the  south  Hue  of 
Lebanon. 

The  Xew  Hampshire  grantees,  following  the  language 
of  their  grant,  claimed  that  the  "Southern  Boundary  of 
Said  Province  should  begin  at  the  end  three  miles  North 
from  the  Middle  of  the  Channel  of  Merrimack  River  where 
it  turns  into  the  .Atlantic  Ocean,  and  from  thence  should 
run  on  a  Straight  Line  West  up  into  the  Main  Land  until 
it  meets  with  His  Majesty's  other  governments."  That 
line,  starting  at  a  point  on  the  shore  three  miles  north  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Merrimac,  "would  cross  that  river  a 
little  south  of  Reed's  Ferry,  pass  north  of  Mount  Monad- 
nock,  south  of  Keene,  and  strike  the  Connecticut  river  in 
the  northern  part  of  Chesterfield." ^ 

Under  her  claim  Massachusetts  granted  many  town- 
ships in  the  disputed  tcrritorj-:  Dunstable  in  1673,  includ- 
ing what  are  now  Nashua,  Hollis,  Brookline,  Pelham, 
Hudson,  and  parts  of  other  towns;  Penacook  (after- 
wards called  Runiford,  now  Concord)  in  1725;  Suncook 
(Pembroke)  in  1726;  Souhegan  West  (Amherst)  in' 1728; 
and  several  others  before  the  boundary  was  finally  estab- 
lished in  174-1. 

In  1693  Lieutenant  Governor  Usher  of  New  Hampshire 
and  his  council  appointed  commissioners  and  surve\-ors  to 
run  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  provinces  and  in- 
vited Massachusetts  to  join  in  the  survey,  but  she  declined 
the  invitation.     From  that  time  on  for  more  than  forty 

1  Dr.  VKil-.p  Carrig.an,  a-nlhor  of  the  firs^t  general  map  of  Xew  Hampshire. 
-Report  of  coTnir.iiEion  oti  boundary  line,  1><95. 
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years  disputes  between  the  two  provinces  concerning-  the 
boundar3'-  line  continued,  and  at  times  were  sharp  and 
bitter. 

On  the  1st  da\-  of  June,  1732,  in  his  speech  to  the 
legislature  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts,  Governor 
Belcher  said,  "I  think  it  would  be  wise  in  this  assembly 
to  take  a  proper  care  for  settling  the  ungranted  lands," 
etc.,  and  on  the  20th  of  that  month  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives "Voted  that  there  be  seven  Towns  opened  of 
the  contents  of  six  miles  square,  including  two  on  the 
Ashueloti  River  above  Xorthfield ; "  and  the  vote  went  on 
to  describe  in  the  usual  way  how  it  should  be  done.  This 
vote,  however,  was  not  concurred  in  by  the  council,  but 
on  the  1st  da}'  of  July  following,  upon  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  conference,  their  vote  of  non-concurrence  was 
reconsidered,  and  a  vote  of  concurrence  passed  on  the  3d, 
with  amendments  which  were  agreed  to  by  the  house. 
But  the  act  was  not  recorded  until  after  the  meeting  of 
the  council  in  April,  1733. 

Under  date  of  the  20th  of  that  month  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing record,  the  legislature  being  then  in  session  :- 

,,p  -1         1  Present  in  Council 

A  '1  9n  i'too /His  Excellencv,  Jonathan  Belcher  Esq, ''Gov.''' 
Apni  -u,  -I  ' -^^J  The  Hon»'=<^-  Spencer  Phips  Esq^  Lieu*  Gov.'^ 
"Thomas  Palmer        Will™  Clark  Ebenezer  Burrill 

Will'"  Pepperil  John  Alford  Ezekiel  Lewis 

Will"'  Dudley  Esq''      Jos' Wadsworth  Esq'' Isaac  Lothrop 
Jon^  Remington         Thomas  Gushing  Francis  Foxcroft." 
»*«■*■*  * 

"The  Secretary'  sent  down  the  following  Message  from 
His  Excellency  to  the  House  of  Represent^*^*  viz.  Gentle- 
men of  the  House  of  Represent'''^^  —  When  I  was  last  at 
N.  H.  the  assembly  there  pass'"^  an  Order  for  the  stopping 
at  present  of  an^-  Process  in  the  I^aw  against  the  Bor- 
derers on  the  Lines  disputed  betwixt  this  province  and 

i"The  name  was  ori^naliy  ■n-rittcn  Kashue  lot.  The  Indian  •n-ord  nashiie 
signifies  in  the  midst,  and  was  .-applied  f>j  them  to  a  point  or  anfriilar  pitcc  of 
land  lying  between  two  branches  of  a  stream  or  other  water;  ui  means  nt. 
The  application  of  the  term  here  is  plain.  The  uativti  called  the  trian.arular 
peninsular  formed  by  the  bend  of  the  Conneeticut  and  touched  fir>  the  ta,>-t  by 
the  smaller  stream,  n.isliue  iir;  and  the  settlers,  without  infiniring  into  the 
specific  meaning  of  the  word,  m.-ide  it  the  n.amc  of  the  smrdltr  stream.  By 
omitting  the  initial  n  and  with  the  introduction  of  1  before  the  termin.-iiion .  it 
makes  a  most  m«sic.'il  appell.^ition.  The  regret  is  that  onr  fathers  did  n<it  re- 
tain more  of  those  apt  and  significant  Indian  names." — Temple  .Tnd  Sheldon. 

^Jonathan  Belcher  \Yas  at  that  time  governor  of  both  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire,  and  each  province  had  a  lieutenant  governor,  Spencer  i'hipps 
in  Massachnsctts  and  John  Wentworth  in  New  Hampshire. 
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that  wliicli  1  have  communicated  to  His  Majesty's  Cc^uiicil 
here,  and  1  now  send  it  you  by  M'"-  Secretary-  and  earn- 
estly recommend  your  coming  into  an  Order  (;f  the  like 
nature  that  tlie  people  of  both  Governrnen'^''  rnav  have  the 
happiness  of  living  with  each  other  as  l)Ccomes  good 
Neighbors  and  good  Christians." 

Then  follows  tlie  record  of  the  act  as  amended  and 
concurred  in,  passed  July  3,  1732,  "Consented  to"  April 
20,  1733. 

The  following  is  from  the  Massachusetts  archives  : 
"Vote  pass'd  both  House  in  Juh-  last,  viz:  In  answer 
to  that  part  of  His  Excellency' 's  Speech  which  relates  to 
the  ungranted  Lands  of  the  Province  —  Upon  Consideration 
y^  Power  is  given  the  General  assembly  to  Grant  Lands 
especiidly  for  the  Planting  or  Settling  of  the  province  and 
that  b}'  the  Great  Increase  of  His  Majesty's  good  Subjects, 
many  that  are  inclined  to  Industry  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  Lands  for  the  Emplo\'ment  of  themselves  and 
Families,  and  great  numl)ers  have  removed  to  Neighboring 
Colonies  for  their  accomniodation,  —  Voted  that  there  be 
four  Towns  opened  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square 
Each,  viz.  —  One  at  Paquoiag  (Athol)  on  Miller's  River, 
Two  on  Ashuelot  River  above  Northfield,  the  other  in  the 
Eastern  Country'  at  the  Head  of  Berwick,  all  to  be  sur- 
veyed in  October  or  November  next  at  furthest  by  the 
Direction  of  Comm:*"'*^  to  be  ap])ointed  by  the  General 
Court  and  their  several  Survey's  to  be  Reported  at  the 
Fall  Session  and  the  Charge  of  tlie  Comm:*^^^  and  Survey  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  y^  Comm:^*^^"  be  ap- 
pointed to  admit  Settlers  and  to  lay  out  the  House  Lots 
so  that  y'^  Settlement  may  be  made  in  a  Defensible  man- 
ner and  to  direct  in  the  drawing  thereof,  but  not  to  lay 
out  any  other  Division  without  further  Direction  from  this 
Court,  Each  Home  Lot  to  consist  of  so  many  acres  as 
the  Court  shall  Order  after  Report  is  made  of  Quality  and 
other  Circumstances  of  the  Land,  the  Comm:*^^'*  to  be  paid 
as  the  Court  shall  Order,  that  there  be  sixty  three  House 
Lots  laid  out  in  Each  Township,  One  for  the  first  Settled 
Minister,  One  for  the  Ministry,  one  for  the  School  and  one 
for  Each  of  the  Sixty  Settlei-s  who  shall  Settle  thereon  in 
his  own  person  or  by  one  of  his  Children.  The  rest  of  the 
Land  to  be  allotted  or  Divided  equally  into  Sixty  three 
Farts  ;  That  one  year  be  allowed  from  the  Survey  for  the 
admission  of  vSettlcrs,  and  that  the  Comm:"'^  be  directed 
to  Demand  and  receive  from  Each  Settler  at  his  admission 
Five  pounds  part  of  which  shall  be  employed  for  reimburs- 
ing the  Province  the  Monev'-  to  be  advanced  for  jiaying  the 
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Committee  and  the  Charq-e  of  the  Survey',  the  remaining 
part  to  be  employed  for  i)uilditi<^  houses  for  ]Jii1)lic  Wor- 
ship or  otherwise  as  the  General  Court  shall  Order;  That 
Each  Settler  actnally  live  on  his  Land  within  three  years 
from  his  admission.  I)iiild  an  House  on  his  Land  of  eighteen 
feet  square  and  Seven  feet  Stud  at  the  least,  and  within  the 
same  Time  do  sufficiently  fence  in  and  till  or  fit  for  mow- 
ing- Eight  acres  of  Land.  Each  Settler  to  have  his  Land 
on  Condition  that  he  perform  the  foregoing  injunction,  and 
in  Case  an^'  Settler  fail  of  pcrformauce  in  the  whole  or  in 
part,  his  Right  to  be  forfeited  &  such  Ivand  shall  revert 
to  the  province  &  the  Conun:'-^'^  to  be  appointed  to 
admit  Settlers  are  directed  at  the  Time  of  admission  to 
take  a  Bond  of  Twent}^  pounds  of  eacli  Settler  to  be 
paid  to  them  or  their  Successors  for  the  Use  &  Benefit  of 
the  Settlers  in  Case  he  fail  of  performing  the  several  Con- 
ditions and  Injunctions  before  mentioned,  &  that  tiie 
Settlers  in  eacli  Town  to  be  obliged  to  build  a  suitable 
meetinghouse  and  to  settle  a  learned  orthodox  minister  in 
such  Town  within  the  space  of  five  vears  from  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Settlers.  Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 

On  the  same  dav  the  house  "Voted  that  Major  Chan- 
dler, Mr.  Choate  and  Mr.  Saiuuel  Chandler  with  such  as 
the  Honb:'"=  Board  shall  ap'point  be  a  Comm:^*^"^'  to  Survcx^ 
&  lay  out  by  a  Surveyor  &  Chain  men  on  Oath  the  three 
new  Towns  in  the  Western  Frontier  agreable  to  the  Vote 
of  the  third  of  July  last,  viz.  One  at  Paquoiag  &  two  at 
Ashuelot  River  and  return  Plans  thereof  to  this  Court  in 
the  next  May  Session. 

"In  Council;  Read  and  Concurred  &  the  Hon:"''^  Spen- 
cer Phipps  Esq.  &  William  Dudley  Esq.  are  joined  in  the 
affair.  Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 

On  the  19th  of  October  of  the  same  year  the  following 
preamble  and  vote  were  jjassed  : 

"In  the  House  of  Represent. '^^^  W^here.\s  this  Court 
at  their  Sitting  in  April  last  past  did  appoint  a  Committee 
to  survey  &  la\'  out  three  Townships  in  the  Western 
Frontiers,  agreably  to  the  Vote  of  the  third  of  July  pre- 
ceding, one  at  Paquoiag  &  two  at  Ashuelot  River,  and 
return  Plats  to  this  Court  at  the  then  next  May  Session, 
which  service  has  not  yet  been  performed  &  the  greater 
Part  of  the  Committee  being  Members  of  the  General 
Assembly  —  wherein  their  attendance  is  necessar3',  and  the 
House  being  certified  that  there  are  great  numbers  of  Per- 
sons desirous  to  settle  themselves  in  said  Townships  in  the 
next  Spring  of  the  ^-ear,  which  cannot  be  unless  there  be  a 
speedy  Surye3-  thereof : 
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"  Tl)crcf()rf  X'otcrl  that  J()SC])h  Kcllo;^  and  Tiinotliy 
Dwight  Es(|/  .111(1  Ca|)t.  William  Chandler  (or  any  two  oi 
tlieni)  he  a  Committee  for  that  Pur[)ose,  and  that  they  be 
(hrected  fortliwitli  to  repair  to  tliosc  Lands,  and  with 
Chainnicn  on  Oath  to  lay  out  a  Townsliip  fit  I'aquoiag 
and  two  Towjiships  at  Ashuelot  agreable  to  the  said 
Vote  of  the  third  of  July  1732,  unless  they  find  that  by 
reason  of  the  laying  out  of  the  Township  granted  to  Coll.° 
Willardi  and  others  the  Land  remaining  at  Ashuelot  River 
will  not  well  serve  for  two  Townships,  that  then  they  la}' 
out  only  one  Township  on  Ashuelot,  and  that  they  return 
Plats  thereof  to  this  Court  at  the  present  Sitting. 

"In  Council  Read  &  Concurred — 


On  the  6th  of  November  following: 

"In  the  House  of  Represent.^"  Ordered  that  Mr. 
Israel  Williams  ^  and  Mr.  Samuel  Chandler  with  such  as 
the  Hono'blc  Board  shall  appoint  ])e  a  Comm:*^^  to  admit 
such  person  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  bring  forward 
the  Settlement  of  the  new  Towns  lately  granted  at  Ashue- 
lot and  Paquoiag,  w'ho  shall  be  subjected  to  the  Condi- 
tions made  in  the  said  grant  pass'd  this  Court  in  the 
May  Session  1732,  that  the  Committee  make  Report  of 
their  doings  as  soon  as  may  be. — 

"In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  &  Ebcn.^  Burrill  Esq'/ 
is  joined  in  y'^  affair. — 


On  the  21st  of  February,  1734,  a  return  was  made  by 
the  committee  of  " /V  Plat  of  two  Townships,  each  of  the 
contents  of  six  miles  square  &  laid  out  b_v  William  Chand- 
ler and  Nath'l  Dwight^  by  Order  of  this  Court  situated 
on  each  side  of  Ashuelot  River  above  the  Tract  of  Land 
lately  granted  to  Coll  Josiah  Wiliard  —  and  others;  be- 
ginning at  a  Spruce  or  White  Pine  Tree  standing  about 
midway  between  the  South  and  East  Branches  of  said 
Ashuelot  River,  about  five  perch  East  of  the  Bank  of  the 


chops  with  an  ax,  and  from  thence  running  each  way  as 
described  in  the  Plat.    (See  note,  page  23.) 


1  Earlhistiin,  aftcrTi-.-trd'?  called  ArliiiKton,  (Winchester")  had  'been  granted  to 
Col.  Josiah  Wiilnrd  and  others.  April  6.  ITS.'!. 

-  Israel  "A'illi.-iuis  %vas  ijf  Hatfield,  —  sou  of  Rev.  %Villiaui  Williams — grraduated 
at  llarr.-jrd  1729  —  afterwards  jvidge  of  provincial  court. 

'■Nathaniel  I>\vi;;ht  was  the  survevor  who  laid  ont  the  land  and  made  the 
plat.  Timothy  PwiKht  was  one  of  the  committee,  but  evidently  did  not  come 
lo  Upper  Ashuelot  at  that  time. 


Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 
(Massachusetts  Archives.) 


Consented  to,  J.  Belcher.' 


Main  River 


three 


Original  plan  of  the  Township  of 
Uppbb  AsHUELOJ  osioidoijtbyfhe 
commitiee  sent  by  t tie  Legisiotare  of 
Mossoclji/seifs  I/t  the  Fait  of  1733, 
Capt  William  Chandler. 
N  afhanieJ  D  wight. 
Surveyors. 
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"In  the  Honse  of  Represent/*'-'  Read  and  Ordered  that 
the  Plat  be  and  hereby  is  aece|)tcd  ;  and  the  Lands  in  the 
said  two  Townships  are  declared  to  I_v  in  and  be  accounted 
as  Part  of  the  County  of  Hampshire  hence-forward. 

"In  Council;  Read  and  Coiicurred ;  —  Consented  to;  J. 
Belcher." 

{ M assachusetts  Archives. ) 
On  March  1,  1734;  "In  the  House  of  Represent. ^'^^^ 
Oredered  that  Coll.  Chandler  Coll.  Church  &  Major  Daniel 
Esq.^'*,  &  M.''  John  Hobson  with  such  as  the  Hon.'^''^'  Board 
shall  join  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  in  Novem." 
last  to  admit  such  Persons  as  the  Committee  may  think 
proper  to  bring  forward  the  Settlem.'  of  the  new  Towns 
at  Ashuelot  &  Paquoiag,  any  three  (>f  them  to  be  im- 
powercd  to  la_v  out  either  of  the  said  Towns  into  Home 
or  House  lots,  and  to  ]>e  laid  in  as  compact  &  defensible 
a  manner  as  may  be,  Sz  that  upon  the  admitting  of 
Settlers  the  Committee  or  the  Major  Part  of  them  meet 
at  a  suitable  Place  for  that  eiul,  giving  publick  notice  of 
the  time  &  place  of  meeting:  — 

"In  Council;  Read  &  Concurred,  and  William  Dudlc}' 
and  William  Clark  Esq.^-  are  joined  in  the  affair. — 

Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 

( IS.1  a  s s  ac  h  u set ts  A rc h i  ves . ) 

On  Monday-,  June  17,  1734: 

"The  Report  of  the  Com.*^^'*^  for  laying  out  the  house 
Lotts  in  the  two  Towns  on  Ashuelot  River,  June,  1734-. 

"  Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  we  Repaired  to  Ashuelot  where  we  found  in  each  of 
the  said  Towns  Respectiveh'  That  a  very  large  Bod}'  of 
the  Land  Ives  in  one  entire  parcel  being  Interval  Land  and 
other  lowlands  altogether  unsuitable  for  House  Lotts  and 
from  the  best  view  and  observation  that  we  Respectively 
were  able  to  make  of  the  value  &  fpiality  of  tlje  Land 
there,  we  apprehend  it  impracticable  to  lay  it  out  in  a 
defensible  manner  and  to  laA-  out  between  twenty  &  forty 
acres  to  each  house  Lot  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Court  and  there  being  {in  our  humble  opinion)  no  other 
way  in  which  the  House  Lotts  could  be  laid  out  but 
w'ould  Render  (at  least)  man}"  of  them  far  less  accomraoda- 
ble  to  the  Intervals  and  also  very  Scattering  &  Remote. 

"We  Concluded  that  to  lay  out  Small  House  lotts 
Wing  contiguous  and  also  convenient  for  the  Interval 
Lands  would  be  more  agreable  to  the  Intention  of  this 
Hon.^-''^  Court  than  either  for  us  to  Desist  and  Return 
without  doing  anything  or  to  lay  out  large  Lotts  which 
must  have  been  Extremely  Scattering  and  indefensi])le  and 
therefore  proceeded  as  follows  viz. 
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msroKY  or  keene. 


"To  lay  out  in  the  ui)i>c'nnost  of  the  said  Ashuclot 
To\vnsliij)S  fifty  four  Lotts  in  the  most  Convenient  place 
for  Building  on  and  adjoining  to  each  other  each  Lott 
Containing  eight  acres  and  that  ])lace  not  accomniodating 
more  lotts  there,  \vc  were  ol)liged  to  lay  out  the  other 
nine  Lotts  al>out  three  quarters  of  a  mile  Distant  from  the 
Fiftv  four  Lotts  aforesaid.  We  also  laid  out  a  Street 
thro'  each  Division  of  Lajid  aforesaid  four  Rods  wide. — 

(Signed)  "  Sam^  Chandler      Ebenezer  Burrill 

John  Hobson        Edw^  Goddard 
Charles  Church 

"In  the  House  of  Represent.^  Read  and  Ordered  that 
this  Re])ort  be  accepted. 

"In  Council  Read  and  Concurred. — 

■  Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 

"Tuesday       \  (Massachusetts  Archives.) 

June  IS,  1734  ) 

"A  Plat  of  the  House  lotts  in  the  Upper  Township  on 
Ashuclot  River. 

"In  the  House  of  Represent. '^'^  Read  and  Oredered  That 
the  House  lotts  in  the  L-pper  Township  at  Ashuclot  as 
within  Delineated  and  protracted  be  accepted  — 

"In  Council  Read  and  Concurred.— 

Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 
(Massachusetts  Archives.) 

"In  the  House  of  Represent.^'''  Ji^nc  19,  1734. 

"  Whereas  the  Committee  that  have  Laj-d  out  the 
Home  Lotts  in  the  two  Towns  Westward  on  Ashuclot 
River  and  pacjuoiag  have  notified  all  persons  that  are 
desirous  to  take  up  Lotts  on  the  Terms  &  Conditions  this 
Court  has  dii-ected  to  meet  at  Concord  on  Wednesda}"  the 
Twent}-  Sixth  Instant  and  it  being  necessarj'-  after  such 
Lotts  are  drawn  that  the  Grantees  be  assembled  and  come  in- 
to pro})er  metliods  for  the  Settlement  of  their  said  Lotts  &c. 

"  Voted  that  after  the  SixtA-  persons  for  each  Township 
shall  have  Drawn  Lotts  and  given  Bonds  and  paid  their 
five  pounds  according  to  the  order  of  this  Court  Juh- 
1732  that  tliex-  forthwith  assenible  at  Concord  and  then 
and  there  Choose  a  moderator  a  Proprietor's  Clerk  and 
agree  upon  Rules  and  methods  for  the  fulfdlment  of  their 
Respective  Grants,  and  for  making  any  further  Division 
and  for  calling  other  meetings  for  the  futxjre  and  any  other 
matters  or  things  for  the  Speedy  Settlement  of  the  said 
Tow-nship. 

"Sent  up  for  Concurrence.  J.  Quinc}-  Speaker. 

"In  Council  June  19th  1734  Read  and  Concurred 

J.  W'illard  Sec^ 
Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 
(Massachusetts  Archives.) 


f 

i. 
S 

>  .  l^Wy^- 

f 

</»*»->— arw 

7 

9 

to 

/' 

J*. 

/J   

^4 

>S..   .  . 

f  6 

tr 

in 

ft.  ..... 



-^^1  

1^ 


—  ' — ,  J'  1  1 

 „  — i 

£-6 

-c  Z 

)  15 

^/ 

?  / 

S  t 

ii 

-C  1 

U 

0  1 

6 

8 

I 

V 

o^^.y^P  

s 

V 

&  ■■ 

 S.,,-  ^  3S  —  ■     .  — 

t 

THE  MASSACHl'SBTTS  GA'AA'T. 


21 


"Ou  the  2Gth  day  of  June  1734  the  Genera]  Court 
Committee  met  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Ball,  Inn- 
holder,  in  Concord,  in  order  to  admit  proprietors  into  the 
upper  Township  on  Ashuelot  River.     The  names  of 
Com.*^  are  as  folio weth  (viz) : 


Charles  Chiirch 
Samuel  Chandler 
John  Hobson 
Israel  Williams 


"William  Dudley-  Esq.  Col 
Ebenezer  Burrill  Esq.  M.^ 
Daniel  Epps  Esq.  M.'' 
Edward  Goddard  Esq.  M."" 
John  Chandler  Esq. 

"On  the  day  abovesaid  the  said  Hon.'''^  Committee 
Received  as  proprietors  of  the  upper  Township  on  Ashuelot 
River  the  persons  hereafter  Named.  The  Grantees  Received 
their  Lots  hy  Draujjht  Numbered  as  Affixed  hereafter  to 
their  Names  Respectivelv,  Each  Grantee  paid  five  pounds 
money  to  the  said  Com.^''^  upon  admittance  Except  the 
Minister,  Ministry  and  School  Lots. 


"1.  Capt.  Samuel  Sadev.  33. 

2.  Jeremiah  Hall.        "  34. 

3.  Samuel  flevwood.  35. 

4.  John  Witt.'  36. 

5.  Joseph  Wright.  37, 

6.  Samuel  Flood.  38. 

7.  Solomon  Kees.  39. 

8.  Jonathan  Morton.  40. 

9.  Thomas  Weeks.  41. 

10.  Isaac  Power.  42. 

11.  William  Hoatou.  43. 

12.  Eleazur  Allen.  44. 

13.  Ministers  Lot.  45. 

14.  Daniel  Haws.  46. 

15.  John  Hawks.  47. 

16.  Philemon  Chandler.  48. 

17.  Robert  Moor.  49. 

18.  Irael  How.  50. 

19.  William  Witt.  51. 

20.  Jonathan  Whitney.  52. 

21.  Joseph  Hill.         '  53. 

22.  Wilham  Puffer.  54. 

23.  Bartholomew  Jones.  55. 

24.  Joseph  Priest.  56. 

25.  Jonas  Kees.  57. 

26.  William  Smeed.  58. 

27.  Joseph  Hill.  59. 

28.  School  Lot.  60. 

29.  Ministry  Lot.  61. 

30.  Edward  Hall.  62. 

31.  David  Moss.  63. 

32.  Isaac  Heaton. 


David  Chandler. 
Benjamin  Whitney. 
Joseph  Allen. 
Nicholas  Sprake  jr. 
.'\braham  Master. 
Nathan  Fairbanks. 
Nathaniel  Rock  wood. 
John  Corbitt. 
John  Guild. 
Joseph  Ellis. 
John  Nims. 
Jonathan  Southwick. 
Robert  Grey. 
Thomas  Abbott. 
Josiah  Fisher. 
Jabez  Ward. 
Isaac  Tombcrlin. 
Jonas  Wilson. 
Ebenezer  Witt, 
Amos  Foster. 
David  Harwood. 
Edward  Twist. 
John  Burge. 
Ebenezer  Mason. 
Daniel  Hoar. 
Elisha  Root. 
Mark  Ferry, 
josiah  Fisher. 
Elias  Witt. 
Samuel  Witt. 
Stephen  Blake." 
(Massachusetts  Archives.) 
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No  charter  \vas  .c^rantcd  by  Massachusetts.  The  title 
rested  in  the  acts  of  tlie  leij^islature  and  the  c(>m])liance 
witli  those  acts  by  the  pa\inent  of  five  pounds  l)y  eacli 
grantee,  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  and  tlie  fulfilhnent  of  all 
the  conditions  of  the  grant.  Under  that  title  these  sixt}'- 
three  grantees  owned  ail  the  land  in  the  township.  The 
house-lots  were  laid  out  by  the  committee  of  the  legisla- 
ture, to  be  drawn  by  lot,  and  these  proprietors  and  their 
successors  divided  the  remaitider  of  the  land  among  them- 
selves from  time  to  time,  as  will  lie  seen  by  their  records. 

"At  a  full  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  upper 
Township  on  Ashuelot  River  held  at  the  Dwelling  house  of 
M""  Ephraim  Joties  in  Concord  (Innholdcr)  on  the  27.  da}' 
of  June  ITSi  the  several  votes  were  passed: 

"  Primus) Capt.  Samuel  Sady  of  IMedfield  was  chosen 
/  Moderator  of  said  meeting. 

"  Voted  that  Samuel  Hej'wood  of  Concord  be  proprie- 
tors Clerk,  was  immediately  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  that  trust  before  the  Worshipfull  Justice  Goddard. 

"Voted  that  Capt.  Samuel  Sadey  of  IMedfield,  M""  Daniel 
Hoar  of  Concord,  Dr.  Israel  How  of  Andover,  Lieut. 
Benjamin  Whitney  of  IMarl])oro,  M""  EHsha  Root  of  Deer- 
field  be  a  Committee  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said  pro- 
prietors from  time  to  time  as  need  shall  require. 

"Voted  that  twent}^  da3's  warning  by  posting  up  in 
some  piiblick  place  wnthin  the  Respective  Towns  w'here  the 
proprietors  Dwell  shall  be  sufficient  warning  to  call 
meetings. 

"Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  until  the 
Eighteenth  da}-  of  Septemlicr  next,  to  be  held  at  the  upper 
Township  on  Ashuelot  River." 

(Massachusetts  Archives.) 
In  the  following  September,  six  of  the  proprietors, 
Capt.  Samuel  Sady, i  Jeremiah  Hall,  Elisha  Root,  Nathaniel 
Rockwood,  Josiah  Fisher  and  William  Puffer,  with  Daniel 
Hoar,  Jr.,  representing  his  father,  and  Seth  Hcaton  repre- 
senting Isaac  Heaton,  came  to  the  township  to  hold  the 
meeting  adjourned  from  Concord  on  the  27th  of  June  to 
be  held  here  on  the  ISth  of  September;  and  to  open  tip 
the  township  for  settlement.    They  must  have  come  by  the 

'The  Aniial?  of  Kcene  do  not  mention  the  name  of  Capt.  S.-idy  as  one  of 
this  pfirty,  bnl  the  records  state  that  he  wns  the  moderator  of  the  meetings 
here,  ijoth  on  the  l.Hth  Knd  lOtb.  When  the  nest  mettinp;  -sv.as  held  on  the 
township,  tile  foUf.iwiiig  year,  the  records  state  that  "Capt.  Sndy  not  hciiiK 
present  Jeremiah  I-Iall  was  cbo>eu  moderator,'*  and  if  that  had  been  the  case  at 
these  first  n!cetinj;s  uo  doiibt  the  records  would  have  so  stated. 
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onl3'  practicable  route  at  that  time  —  following  an  old 
Indian  trail,  which,  for  a  part  of  the  distance,  had  become 
the  "Bay  Path"  from  Boston  to  A^tiawam  (Springfield ) — 
through  Concord,  Worcester,  Brookfield,  Belchertown, 
Hadley.  Hatfield,  Dcerfield  and  Northfield. 

"None  of  theui  having  previous!}' visited  it,  [the  town- 
ship] they  were  acconijjanied  by  Deacon  Alexander,  of 
Northfield,  as  a  pilot.  They  did  not  arrive  at  the  line  of 
the  township  until  late  in  the  evening  of  the  ISth,  the 
da3'  to  which  the  meeting  was  adjourned  ;  and  as  soon  as 
their  pilot  informed  them  that  they  had  passed  it,  they 
opened  the  meeting, i  and  adjourned  to  the  next  day." 

(Annals,  page  7.) 

The  records  state  that:  "At  a  Genera!  meeting  of  the 
propriators  of  tlie  upper  Township  on  Asliuelot  River  on 
the  Eighteenth  da}'  of  September  1734,  held  on  said  Town- 
ship b}'  adjournment  from  the  27.  day  of  June  Last  past, 
Capt  Samuel  Sadey  being  Moderator  of  sd  meeting. 

"Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  untill  tomor- 
row at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  to  be  on  sd 
Towmsliip." 

"At  a  General  meeting  of  the  propriators  of  the  upper 
Township  on  Ashuelot  River  on  the  Nineteenth  day  of 
September,  1734,  on  said  Township,  Held  by  adjournment 
from  the  Eighteenth  da}-  of  Septemlier  Currant,  Capt 
Samuel  Sadey  being  moderator  of  said  meeting. 

"Voted  that  Daniel  Hoar  jun'"  be  allowed  to  vote  in 
the  Room  of  his  fatlier  Daniel  Hoar. 

"Voted  that  Seth  Heaton  l>e  allowed  to  vote  in  the 
Room  of  Isaac  Heaton. 

"  iVopounded  Whether  mesueres  Josiah  Fisher  of  Ded- 
ham,  Samuel  Witt  of  Marlborough,  and  John  Hawks  of 
Deerfield  shall  be  a  committee  to  Survey  the  Whole  of  the 
Entervail  in  said  Township  and  to  allott  out  the  one 
half  thereof,  in  order  to  be  Drawn  by  the  propriators,  Said 
Lots  to  be  Layd  out  as  conveniant  as  they  can  be  to  fence 
in  in  two  General  Inclosiers,  to  acomedate  the  house  Lots 
Layd  out  by  the  General  Court  Committee  (viz)  That  the 
54  house  Lots  have  their  Lots  Layd  out  as  conveniant  as 
they  can  to  acomidate  them,  and  that  the  9  house  Lots 

'That  v/a?  on  the  '•Thompson  farra,"  on  the  meadow  south  of  Main 
street  and  it  has  since  been  known  as  "  St.-itia  " — the  fn-^i  ftaihin  ni"  the  proprie- 
tors, and  of  the  preceding  partr  of  snrve3-crs,  of  whom,  donbtless.  Hereon 
.A^lexander  was  one.  Ther  made  their  camp  on  the  east  iiank  of  the  river,  very 
near  the  town  line,  a.-td  the  blackened  roots  of  the  pine  stump  wSiere  tradition 
.sajp  they  built  their  camp  fire  were  still  to  be  seen  as  recently  as  i.s.so.  But 
the  "sprncc  tree"  which  the  s-urveyors  had  taken  for  their  starting;  pevint,  and 
on  which  they  inadc  their  cttrioits  hieroKlyiihic.  stood  in  the  line  of  the  town- 
ship five  rods"  cast  of  the  river. 
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Layd  out  at  a  distance  from  the  other  house  Lots,  have 
their  Lots  Layd  out  as  conveniant  as  they  can  to  acomc- 
date  them  and  tliat  they  have  Liberty-  to  Imjjloy  a  Sur- 
veyor and  Decon  Blcxander  of  Xortlifiehl  to  assist  them 
therein,  tliis  was  voted  in  the  affirnictive. 

"  Voted  that  the  ])roi>rietors  shall  ])ay  the  cost  of  the 
above  said  Layini^  out  of  said  Lots  when  they  Draw  them, 
or  that  Ihey  will  do  it  b}-  the  Last  day  of  May  next 
Ensuine. 

"  \'oted  that  the  cost  of  a  Pilot  (viz)  of  Decon  Elex- 
ander's  press  ^  Shewing  the  pro})riators  Said  Township 
and  hotise  Lots  shall  be  paid  by  the  pro])rictors  according 
to  their  Lite-rest. 

"  Voted  that  mesueres  Josiali  Fisher,  Samuel  Witt  and 
John  Hawks  be  a  committee  to  search  and  find  out  the 
best  and  most  conveniant  wa}'  to  travil  from  the  upper 
unto  the  Lower  Township. 

"Yote{l  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  untill  the  Last 
Wednsday  of  ALay  next  at  twelve  of  the  clock  on  said  day, 
to  l)e  at  the  Dwelling  house  of  m''  Ephraim  Jones  Inn  holder 
in  Concord." 

(Proprietors'  Records.) 

The  committee  appointed  at  this  meeting  laid  out 
sixt}'  lots  of  the  intervale  land  that  fall,  but  neglected  to 
lay  out  the  three  extra  lots  as  required  h}^  the  grant. 

The  Massachusetts  legislature  again  took  cognizance 
of  the  settlers  as  follows: 

"  I'ridav  \ 
Nov=-  22,  17a4( 

"In  the  House  of  Re])rescnt.^^  Whereas  by  the  accompt 
of  the  Committee  of  the  three  Towns  to  the  westward, 
there  Remains  three  hundred  and  Sixty  Eight  pounds 
nine  shillings  and  Eight  pence  in  their  hands  to  be  Disposed 
of  as  this  Court  shall  order;  Voted  That  when  and  as 
soon  as  the  said  Com.*-^^  or  any  three  of  them  on  view  or 
otherwise  shall  be  Certified  that  forty  famih's  are  settled 
in  Each  or  Either  of  the  said  Towns  and  they  have  Raised 
the  Frame  of  a  meeting  house  that  the  sum  of  One  hun- 
dred poimds  be  paid  to  each  Town  or  their  order  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  the  Hon.^'^^  William  Dudley  Esq'' 
y"^'  Chairman  of  the  Committee  be  Desired  and  Impowered 
to  Improve  the  money  by  letting  it  out  to  Interist  for  the 
use  of  the  said  Towns  Rendering  an  acc'*  thereof  when  he 
shall  pay  the  said  Three  hundred  pounds,  or  any  part 
thereof  to  Either  of  the  said  Towns  that  shall  have  forty 


I  Probably  "presence." 


THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GRANT. 


25 


faniilys  and  shall  have  Raised  a  frame  of  a  meeting  house 
as  aforesaid;  The  Remaining  sixt}'  Eight  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  Eight  pence  with  the  Interest  money  that 
shall  be  Received  further  to  be  accounted  for  — 

"In  Council  Read  &  Concurred  — 

Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 
{ Alassachusetts  Archives.) 

Agreeably  to  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  on  the 
township,  Sept.  19,  1734,  the  proprietors  met  on  the  last 
Wednesday  in  May,  1735,  at  the  inn  of  Ephraim  Jones  in 
Concord,  Capt.  Samuel  Sady,  moderator,  and  immediately 
adjourned  to  the  town  house. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  lay  ont  the  lots  of  in- 
tervale land  was  accepted  with  the  "amendment"  that 
three  blanks  to  represent  the  three  lots  yet  to  be  laid  out 
be  put  in  to  be  drawn  with  the  sixtj'  lots.  As  the  lots 
were  not  all  of  equal  value  those  of  less  than  the  average 
worth  were  "qualified"  b\-  an  additional  allotment  of  two 
to  four  acres  each.  These  lots  of  intervale  land,  like  the 
house  lots,  were  of  eight  acres  each ;  and  they  voted  to 
pay  twenty  shillings  for  each  lot,  into  their  treastir3%  when 
they  drew  their  second  division  lot.  The  lots  were  drawn 
at  this  meeting. 

It  was  voted  that  Josiah  Fisher,  Ebenezer  Alexander 
and  John  Hawks,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a  committee  to 
lay  out  the  three  additional  lots,  and  also  the  allowances 
of  land  to  those  lots  that  needed  "qualification." 

Capt.  Samuel  Sady  and  Lieut.  Joseph  Hill  were  chosen 
a  committee  "to  jo3-n  with  such  as  the  Lower  Town  pro- 
priators  shall  appoint  to  search  and  find  out  whether  the 
ground  will  admit  of  a  conveniant  Road  from  the  two 
Townships  on  Ashuelot  River  Down  to  the  Town  of 
Townshend."  1 

"Ma}'  28th,  1735,  the  accompt  of  the  charge  of  Laying 
out  of  the  second  Division  Lotts  in  the  upper  Township 
on  Ashauelot  River  Exhibited  by  the  committee  as  fol- 
io weth  : 

"Josiah  Fislier  for  sixteen  days  at  twelve  shillings  pr  day  £09=12=0 

Samuel  Witt  fourteen  da3-s  at  twelve  slnllinjJiS  pr  day  '.  08=0S=0 

John  Hawks  ten  days  at  twelve  shillings  pr  day  "...  06=00=0 

lOn  the  30th  of  June,  17?<7.  the  proprietors  "  "\'otcd  that  there  be  the  snm 
of  pounds  payd  out  of  the  proprietors  Treasury  to  Capt.  Samuel  Sadr  for 
searching  and  Laying  out  a  Road  from  this  Township  down  to  the  Town  of 
Townsheud." 
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I)ecou  lihetiezcr  rvlcxjniilcr  eight  days  at  twelve  shillin-^s  j)r  ilny  0 
Natli.-iiiicl  Ki-ll<if^'ii  v^nr\cyor  tliirteen  days  at  fifteen  shillings  pr 

day  and  for  drink  twelve  shillinjis  and  six  pence  10^07-^0 

Tlionias  Weeks  twelve  dnys  at  ten  sl)illinf,'S  pr  day  06=00"0 

William  Snieed  ten  days  at  ten  shillings  i)r  day  OS^^-OO^O 

on  the  day  abovesaid  the  pro])rietorK  by  a\  Total  50=^03=6 

vote  aceejited  the  above  accompts  / 

"Attest  Samuel  Heyw<>(jd  propriators  Clerk." 

This  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  township  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  the  following  September ;  and  all 
succeeding  meetings  of  the  proprietors  were  held  at  the 
township. 

Agreeab1_v  to  adjournment  the  proprietors  met  at  the 
township  on  the  10th  da\'  of  September,  1735.  "  Capt 
Samuel  Sad\-  not  appearing  the  said  propriators  proceeded 
to  tlie  choice  of  another  in  his  Room,  and  upon  Examina- 
tion of  the  votes  for  that  purpose  it  appeared  that  M.'' 
Jeremiah  Hall  was  chosen  Moderator  of  said  meeting;" 
which  then  adjourned  till  the  next  da}'. 

On  the  11th  it  was  "Voted  that  Daniel  Haws  jr.,  Gid- 
eon Ellis  and  Joseph  Guild  shall  be  accepted  as  voters  on 
their  fathers  Rights."  It  was  also  voted  to  assess  the 
proprietors  in  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  to  defray  charges, 
to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  ''hy  the  second  Thursda}'  of 
May  next."  Jeremiah  Hall,  Elisha  Root  and  Nathaniel 
Rockwood  were  chosen  "assessors  to  make  the  Rate,"  and 
William  Puffer,  William  Hoaton  and  Seth  Heaton  "col- 
lectors to  gather  the  Rates."  Deacon  Samuel  Heywood 
of  Concord  was  chosen  proprietors'  treasurer,  and  it  was 
"Voted  that  William  Puffer,  John  Guild  and  John  Corbet 
be  a  committee  to  bill  out  this  money  according  to  the 
proprietors'  direction. 

"Voted  to  adjourn  to  tomorrow  morning  at  five  of  the 
Clock.   Jeremiah  Hall  Moderator." 

The  adjourned  meeting  on  the  12th  "  Voted  That  Elisha 
Root,Josiah  Fisher  and  Seth  Heaton,  be  a  com*^*'^''  to  Lay 
out  a  Road  to  the  sawmill  place,  and  to  cleare  the  same, 
and  to  cleare  the  Road  from  the  house  Lots,  to  the  Lower 
Township  and  to  desire  the  other  Towns  (Arlington  and 
Northfield)  to  clere  their  Roads  to  meet  the  same,  and  to 
prosecute  any  that  neglect,  and  to  be  paid  at  the  propria- 
tors cost.   Jeremiah  Hall  moderator." 

The  same  meeting  voted  to  "give  an  Hundred  acres 
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of  midling  good  Land  and  twenty  five  pounds  of  nione_v  out 
of  the  Treasury  with  conveniancies,  to  an}"  man  or  men 
that  shall  appear  to  build  a  saw  mill  in  the  most  conven- 
iant  place  to  accomidate  the  said  propriators,  the\'  giving 
Sufficient  Security,  to  a  committee  that  shall  be  chosen, 
that  the\'  will  have  a  good  saw  mill  fitt  to  saw,  at  or  be- 
fore the  first  da3'  of  July  next,  and  dureing  the  Term  of 
ten  j-ears  next  after,  will  keep  sd  mill  in  good  Repair,  and 
saw  bords  for  the  said  propriators  for  Twenty-  shillings 
pr  Thousand,  And  slitwork  for  three  pounds  and  ten  shil- 
lings pr  Thousand,  during  the  said  term  of  ten  years." 

In  case  of  neglect  to  fulfil  the  contract  the  privileges 
of  the  dam  and  stream  were  to  be  forfeited  to  the  propri- 
etors. The  vote  also  required  the  same  parties  "to  build 
a  good  Grist  mil!  on  the  said  dam  within  the  space  of 
three  years  and  three  months,  from  this  time."  John  Cor- 
bet and  Elisha  Root  appeared  and  gave  the  required 
security  for  the  building  of  the  mills,  and  John  Hawks. 
William  Hoaton  and  Seth  Heaton  were  clios.en  "a  committee 
to  Lay  out  said  Land."  The  meeting  then  "adjourned  to 
the  second  Thursday  of  May  next  to  meet  at  the  House 
Lott  of  Joseph  Fisher. 

(Signed)  Jeremiah  Hall,  Aloderator." 

The  minutes  of  the  survey  of  those  one  hundred  acres, 
in  three  lots,  may  be  found  iu  the  Proprietors'  Records,  page 
13,  signed  by  Josiah  Willard,  surveyor;  and  those  first 
mills  were  built  on  what  is  now  the  middle  one  of  the 
three  dams  on  Beaver  brook,  near  upper  Washington 
street. 

Thursday,  May  13,  1736,  the  proprietors  met  accord- 
ing to  adjournment  at  the  house  lot  of  Joseph  Fisher — 
Jeremiah  Hall,  standing  moderator — and  immediatelv  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  6  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

On  the  14-th  the  meeting  voted  to  make  another  "Divi- 
sion of  medow  Land  of  ten  acres  Layd  out  to  Each  Right 
by  a  Skilfull  Surveyor,  according  to  the  judgment  of  a 
committee  of  three  meete  persons  who  shall  be  chosen  and 
Impovvered  by  the  IVopriators  to  Lay  out  the  said  Divi- 
sion according  to  the  following  Directions  (viz)  that  thev 
proportion  Each  Lott  in  quallety  b\-  considering  the  Oual- 
lities  of  Each  mans  former  Divisions  to  make  Each  mans 
Right  in  all  former  Divisions  alike  in  Quallety;  coupling 
Each  Lott,  b3-  saying  which  Lott  Belongeth  to"  Every  per- 
ticuler  Right  or  house  Lott." 

Each  proprietor  was  to  pay  the  charges  for  survej'ing 
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his  ten  ncres,  and  if  any  neglected  or  refused  to  pay  with- 
in the  next  tlirce  months,  their  lots  were  to  be  "  conse- 
crated "  to  the  use  of  those  who  did  i)ay. 

Capt.  Samuel  Sady,  Elisha  Root  and  Seth  Heaton  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  make  this  distribution,  and  Seth 
Hcatou  was  authorized  to  receive  the  money  and  pa3'  the 
charges  of  the  survey.  The  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at 
the  same  place  on  the  last  Thursday  of  September. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  first  permanent  settle- 
ment of  the  town  was  made. 

How  many  of  the  proprietors  came  that  spring  is  not 
known,  but  Jeremiah  Hall,  Capt.  Samuel  Sad\',  Elisha 
Root,  Seth  Heaton,  and  John  Corbet  were  jjresent  at  the 
meeting,  according  to  the  records,  and  there  are  indica- 
tions that  there  were  several  others  in  the  party.  It  was 
during  this  summer  of  1736  that  Nathan  Blake  put  up 
his  log  house,  on  the  lot  which  is  still  the  homestead  of 
his  descendants  in  the  direct,  line,  at  what  is  now  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Winchester  streets.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  this  was  the  first  house  erected  in  town,  but 
it  is  probable  that  others  were  built  during  the  same 
summer;  for,  by  the  records  of  the  meeting  in  the  fall, 
Josiah  Fisher,  Joseph  Fisher,  William  Smeed,  Joseph 
Richardson,  Nathan  Fairbanks,  Samuel  Daniels,  Nathaniel 
Rockwood  and  Stephen  Blake  —  and  it  is  likely  there  were 
others  —  had  spent  the  summer  at  the  township,  preparing 
for  settlement;  and  the  saw  mill  had  been  built  and  com- 
pleted, ready  for  use.  A  large  number  of  settlers  arrived 
the  next  spring,  and  it  is  altogether  probable  that  houses 
—  log  cabins  —  had  been  prepared  for  them. 

But  only  three  of  that  party  were  prepared  to  spend 
the  W'inter  here.  The  others  all  returned  to  their  former 
homes,  as  in  the  two  previous  ^-ears. 

At  that  time  the  "Upper  Township  on  Ashuelot  River," 
as  it  was  then  called,  was  the  extreme  northern  point  of 
the  frontier  settlements  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut. 
On  the  south,  Agawam  (Springfield),  had  been  settled 
for  one  hundred  3'ears,  and  ground  had  been  broken  at 
Northampton  in  1654,  and  at  Hadle^'  and  Hatfield  soon 
afterwards.    Pocumtuck  (Deerfield),  settled  in  1670,  and 
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then  including  Greenfield,  Conwaj''  and  parts  of  other 
towns,  was  a  village  of  several  hundred  inhabitants. 
Squawkheag  (Northfield),  covering  both  sides  of  the  Con- 
necticut river  and  including  Vernon,  Hinsdale,  and  parts 
of  Winchester  and  other  towns,  had  been  settled  in  1673; 
Hinsdale  as  a  part  of  Northfield,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the 
Connecticut  and  afterward  called  Fort  Dummer,  had  been 
settled  by  Rev.  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Hinsdale  in  1683.  A 
few  log  cabins  were  put  up  at  Earlington  about  the  same 
time  with  those  first  built  here ;  and  the  settlement  of 
Lower  Ashuelot  was  made  at  the  same  time  as  that  of 
the  upper  township. 

To  the  east  there  were  settlements  at  Penacook,  Con- 
toocook  (Boscawen  and  Franklin).  Canterbury,  Suneook, 
Bow,  Amherst,  Dunstable,  and  the  older  places  further  east. 
New  Hampshire  had  a  population  of  about  12,000  at  that 
time,  but  it  was  all  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  province. 

To  protect  her  western  frontier  against  the  Indians, 
whose  incursions  were  usually  made  from  the  west,  or 
from  Canada  by  following  down  the  Connecticut  river, 
Massachusetts  had  established  a  line  of  forts  along  the 
vaWey  of  that  river,  at  Springfield,  Northampton,  HeidleA', 
Deerfield,  Northfield  and  Fort  Duinmer,  manned  them  with 
a  few  troops,  kept  up  communication  with  them,  and 
maintained  them  partly  at  least  at  the  expense  of  the 
province.  In  most  cases,  those  fortifications  —  some  of 
which  were  mere  block  houses  —  had  been  built  b}'  the 
pioneers  themselves  for  their  own  protection,  and  after- 
ward enlarged  and  equipped  at  the  public  expense.  But 
the  line  was  weak  from  the  long  distances  between  the 
posts  and  the  small  number  of  troops  employed;  and  to 
the  north  and  northwest  of  Upper  Ashuelot  there  were  no 
settlements  and  no  protection  whatever. 

The  country  was  a  wilderness,  covered  with  dense  for- 
ests through  which  no  roads  had  yet  been  opened.  Rov- 
ing bands  of  Indians  prowled  those  forests  for  game,  or 
threaded  them  in  single  file,  on  habitual  trails,  to  and 
from  their  more  permanent  abodes.  For  man3'  3'ears  but 
few  Indians  had  lived  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  and  never 
since  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  had  this  region  been 
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occupied  by  them  in  any  large  numbers.  Dr.  Trumbull 
computes  Llie  whole  numljer  of  savages  in  New  England  to 
have  Ijcen  at  one  time  123,000,  but  in  the  winter  of 
161G-17  a  virulent  disease  swept  away,  as  was  V)elieved, 
more  than  one-half  the  whole  number;  so  that  soon  after 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  it  was  estimated  that  not  more 
than  12,000  warriors  could  be  mustered  in  all  New  Eng- 
land. This  would  indicate  a  population  of  about  50,000 
Indians  at  that  time. 

The  Schaghticoke  tribe  had  lived  in  this  region  about 
Grand  Monadnock,  but  removed  to  the  Hudson  river  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  whites,  and  but  little  is  known  of 
them.  Alore  definite  information  has  been  preserved  con- 
cerning the  Squawkheags.  They  had  been  nearly  destroyed 
hy  the  Mohawks,  and  probablj'-  came  as  fugitives  to  the 
Ashuelot  countr\',  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
Schaghticokes.  The}'  occupied  the  coimtry  along  the  Con- 
necticut river  and  its  branches  froin  Greenfield  to  Brattle- 
boro  and  above,  extending  nioout  ten  miles  to  the  west, 
and  as  far  east  as  the  head  waters  of  Miller's  river  and 
those  of  the  Ashuelot.  On  this  territorj',  rich  in  fish  and 
game,  the\'  lived  for  several  generations,  cultivated  the 
meadows  in  their  rude  way,  and  raised  corn,  which  they 
preserved  for  use  in  winter,  and  sometimes  sold  to  the 
early  .settlers  of  the  towns  below.  They  claimed  all  the 
territor\'  of  northern  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont;  but 
it  is  not  known  that  the\'  sold  lands,  as  was  done  by 
some  other  tribes,  except  in  a  verv  few  instances.  They 
did  give  a  deed  to  William  Clark  and  John  King,  agents 
of  the  original  proprietors  of  Squawkheag,  granting  the 
tract  for  that  township,  six  miles  wide  on  each  side  of 
Connecticut  river,  dated  August  13,  1687,  and  signed  by 
Nawelet,  chief  of  the  Squawkheags,  and  by  four  subordinate 
chiefs  of  the  same  tribe  —  Gongequa,  Aspiambemet,  Hada- 
rawansett,  and  Meganichcha.  No  other  deed  of  that  tribe 
is  known  to  have  been  preserved;  and  this  deed  was  given 
after  the  tribe  had  been  nearly  destroj-ed  and  most  of  the 
remnant  had  abandoned  their  country.  They  were  reputed 
to  be  relatives  of  the  Pennacooks  and  in  close  alliance 
with  them  after  King  Philip's  war  in  1675. 
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At  one  time  during  that  war  the  Squawkheag  country 
was  the  rendezvous  for  Philip's  forces ;  and  his  \Yarriors 
assembled  here  to  the  number  of  more  than  3,000.  Here 
he  held  his  court,  surrounded  Ijj  many  powerful  chiefs  and 
notable  squaws.  Among  them  were  a  sister  of  Philip,  a  prin- 
cess of  the  Wampanoags;  the  wise  and  wary  Awashauks, 
the  powerful  squaw  sachem  of  Sogkonate,  with  all  her 
braves,  led  b^-  Peter  Awashauks,  her  son  and  chief  cap- 
tain; and  the  unfortunate  queen  Wcetamoo,  the  widow  of 
Wamsutta,  the  elder  brother  and  predecessor  of  Philip. 

To  the  north  and  east  the  Coos  tribe  occupied  what  is 
now  Coos  and  the  upper  part  of  Grafton  counties ;  the 
Winnepesaukees  lived  on  the  shores  of  the  gi-eat  lake;  the 
Ossipees  on  the  smaller  ones  beyond;  and  the  Pennacooks 
and  the  Amoskeags  were  in  the  Alerriraac  valley,  their 
chief  places  being  Pennacook  and  Amoskeag  (Manchester). 

The  Pennacooks,  at  that  time,  were  the  most  powerful 
tribe  in  ail  that  region,  and  their  great  chief,  Passacona- 
wa3-,  had  been  a  staunch  friend  of  the  whites.  The  Paw- 
tuckets  wei-e  below,  and  these  three  tribes,  the  Pawtuckets, 
Amoskeags  and  Pennacooks,  with  some  others,  formed  at 
one  time  a  confederacy  under  the  general  name  of  Paw- 
tuckets, or  the  Paw^tucket  Confederacy,  with  Passaconaway 
for  their  chief  His  son,  and  successor  as  chief  of  his  tribe, 
Wonalanset,  adopted  the  friendh-  policy  of  his  father,  and, 
when  King  Philip's  war  broke  out  in  1675,  he  withdrew 
his  people  farther  north  to  avoid  joining  the  other  tribes 
against  the  whites.  The  Xashuas  occupied  the  valley  lower 
down  and  along  Nashua  river,  and  there  were  other  small 
tribes  in  eastern  Massachusetts. 

To  the  east,  and  in  Canada,  was  the  large  and  pow- 
erful family  of  the  Abenakis,  one  of  whose  tribes  gave  its 
name  to  the  Penobscot  river,  and  another  to  the  Andros- 
coggin. It  was  the  Penobscot  chief  Bashaba  of  whom  Whit- 
tier  wrote  his  "Bashaba's  Feast."  Those  eastern  tribes 
sometimes  invaded  this  region,  and  they  gave  the  name 
Gonitigow  (Long  river)  to  the  Quinnehtuck  or  Quinetticut 
of  the  Pocumtucks  —  the  Connecticut  —  but  they  never  re- 
mained here  for  any  long  time. 

The  Alassachusetts,  or  Wampanoags,  were  in  the  south- 


32 


HISTORY  ()!■  KHI-M:. 


eastern  part  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and 
tlieir  great  chief,  Massasoit,  had  also  been  a  firm  friend  of 
the  whites;  and,  for  a  long  time  (54  years)  while  he  lived, 
there  was  i)eace.  He  was  succeeded  by  Wamsutta,  and  he 
by  his  l)rother,  Pometacan,  called  by  the  English  King 
Piiilip,  who  intrigued  against  the  white  faces,  formed  a 
coufederac3'  to  destroy'  them,  and  roused  the  savages  all 
over  New  England.  He  was  slain  in  1675,  when  his  short 
but  celebrated  and  disastrous  war  ended. 

The  Narragansetts  were  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
Pequots  in  Connecticut,  with  the  Mohegans,  an  offshoot 
of  the  same  tribe,  to  the  north  of  them,  extending  from 
the  Hudson  to  the  Connecticut  river.  The  Mohegans  fre- 
(juently  roamed  through  this  region,  and  might  almost  be 
said  to  have  lived  here  at  times. 

The  Mohicans  —  a  tribe  wholly  distinct  from  the 
Mohegans  —  were  on  the  Hudson  river  below  Albany;  and 
the  Agawams  were  about  Springfield. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Squawkheags  were  on  the 
Ashuelot,  the  Pocumtucks  were  on  Deerfield  river  and  on 
both  sides  of  the  Connecticut,  with  their  principal  village 
at  Deerfield;  and  the  Nijiraucks  east  of  them,  in  central 
Massachusetts,  abotit  Brookficld  and  Worcester.  In  King 
Philip's  war  the  Nipmucks  joined  his  confederacy  and 
fought  the  whites,  although  previous  to  that  time  they 
had  been  friendly.  All  these  smaller  tribes  in  New  England 
belonged  to  the  great  family  of  Algonquins,  which  ranged 
from  the  St.  Lawrence  river  to  the  Carolinas;  and  they 
all  spoke  the  same  language. 

To  the  westw^ard  were  the  Mohawks,  one  of  the  Five 
Nations  of  the  Iroquois  family,  the  most  powerful  and 
warlike  tribe  then  known.  They  occupied  the  Mohawk 
valle3'  and  all  the  adjacent  countr\\  So  fierce  and  savage 
were  they  that  the  smaller  tribes  stood  in  abject  fear  of 
them  and  called  them  "Man  Eaters;"  and  the  whites 
learned  to  dread  them  more  than  any  other  tribe. 

When  the  pioneers  from  Dedham  explored  the  Connect- 
icut valley  in  1GG8,  and  purchased  their  land  with  a  view 
to  the  settlement  of  Deerfield,  they  found  the  Pocumtucks 
more  intelligent  and  civilized  than  most  of  the  other  tribes. 
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The3^  recognized  man3^  of  the  rights  of  women,  and  tinder- 
stood  perfectly  the  nature  of  the  contracts  they  made  and 
the  effect  of  the  deeds  by  which  they  conveyed  their  lands 
to  the  w'hites ;  but  the3'  did  not  understand  the  value  of 
those  lands,  or  that  of  the  trinkets  the3'  received  in  pay- 
ment. Some  of  those  deeds  were  given  by  squaws  who 
held  their  lands  hy  inheritance  from  their  ancestors.  A 
few  3'ears  previous  to  that  time  this  tribe  numbered  about 
5,000.  They  formed  a  confedcrac\-  with  the  Nipmucks  and 
Squawkheags,  and  became  so  powerful  and  arrogant  as  to 
defy  even  the  Mohawks.  When  the  latter  sent  an  ambas- 
sador, with  presents,  to  make  peace  with  them,  thev  mur- 
dered him  and  his  suite  in  cold  blood.  The  Mohaw^ks  in 
revenge  attacked  and  destroyed  them ;  and  then  turned 
north  and  punished  their  allies,  the  Squawkheags,  whom 
the3'  had  once  before  nearh'  destroyed. 

The  Mohawks  then  swept  across  Cheshire  count3'  to 
the  Merrimac  valley,  and  the  Pennacooks,  the  Araoskeags 
and  the  Abenakis  —  particularl3'  the  Pennacooks  —  felt  the 
fur3^  of  their  vengeance  in  retaliation  of  former  defeats,  and 
w^ere  severeh'  punished.  The  Mohawks  approached  the 
river  cautiously,  encamped  on  the  west  bank,  opposite  the 
Pennacooks,  and  watched  their  pre3',  w^ho  had  gathered 
their  corn  and  withdrawn  into  their  fortifications  on  the 
east  side.  After  some  maneuvering,  the  Pennacooks  were 
deco3-ed  from  their  fort  and  a  terrible  fight  ensued,  in 
which  that  tribe  was  nearly  destroyed.  The  Mohawks 
then  recrossed  this  region  and  returned  to  their  own 
country';  and  this  part  of  New  England  was  almost 
wholh'  forsaken  b3'  the  savages,  except  for  an  occasional 
hunting  excursion.  The  hostile  incursions  made  later  w'ere 
chiefl3'  hy  those  residing  in  Canada. 

So  thoroughh'  had  the  Mohawks  done  their  work  of 
destruction  in  the  Connecticut  vallev',  that  when  the  pioneers 
from  Dedham  laid  out  their  grant  at  Deerfield  in  1670 
there  was  apparently  not  a  wigwam  standing  in  all  that 
region  of  desolation ;  and  after  the  defeat  and  death  of 
King  Philip  western  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  New- 
Hampshire  were  almost  entireh^  destitute  of  Indian  inhab- 
itants. 
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The  remnant  of  the  Pocumtucks  went  west  and  joined 
the  Schagliticokcs,  who  had  formerh'  ])een  their  neighbors. 
The  few  that  were  left  of  the  Squawkheags  remained  for  a 
short  time  and  partly  rebuilt  some  of  their  villag^es,  but 
they  finally  went  north,  at  one  time  acting  with  the  Pen- 
uacooks,  at  other  times  with  the  St.  Francis  tribe  in  Can- 
ada, whom  they  undoubted!}'  led  back  to  their  familiar 
grounds  in  subsequent  raids  in  the  Connecticut  valley. 
The}'  continued  to  claim  title  to  their  lands  as  late  as 
1721-3,  and  came  back  at  times  to  hunt  and  fish,  as  well 
as  for  worse  purposes  in  later  years.  The  Schaghticokes 
and  Pocumtucks  also  joined  the  St.  Francis  Indians  iu 
raids  on  the  inhabitants  of  their  former  dwelling  place. 

One  of  those  raids  had  been  made  in  King  Philip's  war, 
iu  September  1675,  when  seveutj^  young  men  —  detached 
troops  —  "the  flower  of  Essex  county,"  were  waylaid  and 
slain  at  "Blood}'  Brook,"  where  now  stands  the  \nllage 
of  South  Deerfield.  Another  was  made  in  "Queen  Anne's 
war,"  in  1704.  Deerfield  then  had  200  to  300  inhabitants 
and  was  the  most  northerly  settlement  in  the  Connecticut 
valley.  In  the  dead  of  a  snow}'-  winter  Vaudreuil,  the 
French  governor  of  Canada,  sent  a  force  of  about  300 
French  and  Indians  under  Hertel  de  Rouville.  Provided 
w'ith  snowshoes,  they  came  uj)  Lake  Champlain  to  Onion 
river,  followed  up  that  stream,  crossed  the  divide,  thence 
down  Wells  river  to  the  Connecticut,  and  on  the  ice  of 
that  river  to  Deerfield,  and  took  that  tow^n  complete]}'  by 
surprise.  Just  before  daybreak  on  the  29th  of  February, 
with  their  blood-curdling  war  whoop,  the  savages  burst 
into  the  fort.  Forty-seven  of  the  citizens  w-ere  slain  and 
112  captured,  about  twenty  of  whom  died  or  w'cre  murdered 
on  the  way  to  Canada.  Among  the  captives  were  the 
Rev.  John  Williams,  his  wife  and  several  children.  His 
wife  and  two  of  his  children  w^ere  murdered  before  his  eyes. 

Such  was  the  terrors  of  frontier  life  in  this  valley  of  the 
Connecticut  in  the  early  days.  That  valley  had  also  suf- 
fered from  raids  in  the  w-ar  of  1722,  as  well  as  the  eastern 
parts  of  both  provinces;  and,  to  give  better  protection  to 
the  western  frontier,  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts, 
in  December,  1723,  voted  to  build  a  blockhouse  on  the 
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Connecticut  river,  and  man  it  with  forty  men,  who  were  not 
only  to  hold  the  fort  but  were  to  scout  the  country  to  the 
west  and  above  Grand  Monadnock.  Col.  John  Stoddard 
of  Northampton  commanded  on  the  frontier,  and,  under  his 
direction,  early  in  1724-,  Lieut.  Timothy  Dwight  with  a 
squad  of  soldiers  and  four  carpenters  built  Fort  Dumraer 
— named  in  honor  of  Lieut.  Gov.  William  Dummer,  then  act- 
ing governor  of  the  province.  It  stood  in  what  is  now 
Brattleboro  —  at  that  time  a  part  of  Nortbfield,  afterwards 
named  Hinsdale  —  on  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river, 
in  a  narrow  gorge  between  the  hills,  about  one  mile  below 
the  present  bridge  leading  to  Hinsdale.  The  river  was  ford- 
able  a  short  distance  below  the  fort. 

A  brief  description  of  the  fort  is  given  for  the  reason 
that,  at  the  time  when  Upper  and  Lower  Ashuelots  were 
settled,  it  was  the  nearest  place  of  refuge  from  the  Indians, 
on  the  only  practicable  route  of  communication  between 
those  townships  and  the  other  settlements  on  the  frontier, 
and  even  with  Boston  and  other  eastern  towns ;  for  that 
route  followed  the  rivers  to  Northfield,  Deerfield  and  be- 
yond ;  1  and  it  was  for  many  years  the  principal  military 
post  for  the  protection  of  all  this  part  of  the  country-. 
The  fort  was  of  logs,  nearly  square,  about  120x120  feet, 
with  strong  bastions,  or  blockhouses,  at  the  corners  for 
mounting  cannon,  and  were  so  constructed  as  to  be  defensi- 
ble on  the  inside  in  case  the  enemj-  got  inside  the  fort. 
Officers'  quarters,  two  stories  high,  were  built  inside  in 
connection  with  the  walls,  and  made  defensible  like  the 
bastions.  There  was  also  a  strong  log-building  near  the 
centre  of  the  "parade  ground"  inside  the  fort,  called  the 
"citadel,"  designed  as  the  last  resort  of  the  besieged  in 
case  of  overpowering  numbers.  The  whole  was  surrounded 
with  a  stockade  and  armed  with  four  swivels  and  one 
large  gun  which  was  used  chiefl\^  to  sound  an  alarm  to 
the  other  posts  when  threatened  by  the  enemy. 

Soon  after  the  fort  was  completed,  a  scouting  party  of 
six  men  was  attacked  by  the  Indians;  two  were  killed, 

1  Even  later,  after  the  forts  numbered  1  to  4  had  been  built,  at  what  are 
now  Chesterfield.  Westruorcland,  AYalpole  and  Chrirlesto wn,  and  in  the  "Old 
French  and  Indian  war"  of  174-5,  the  route  between  those  posts  and  these 
townships  was  by  the  way  of  Fort  Dnmmer,  following  the  rivers. 
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three  captured  and  one  esca])ed.  In  October  following,  the 
fort  was  attacked  V)y  al)out  seventy  Indians,  but  Capt. 
Dwight  then  had  fifty-five  men,  and  he  repulsed  them, 
with  the  loss  of  four  or  five  of  his  men  killed  and  wounded. 

In  time  of  peace,  about  1730,  the  fort  was  used  as  a 
trading  station  with  the  Indians,  and  as  a  missionar}' 
post.  Houses  were  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the  red 
men  and  man3'  went  there  to  trade.  A  Capt.  Kellogg  was 
then  in  command,  and  six  Indian  chiefs  held  commissions 
—  from  that  of  colonel  down  to  lieutenant  —  and  drew  pa3' 
from  the  province  of  ^Massachusetts.  When  those  pioneers 
broke  ground  here,  in  the  spring  of  1736,  there  had  been 
peace  in  the  Connecticut  valle3''  for  ten  3'ears,  and  for  eight 
years  afterward  the3'  were  not  disturbed  hy  hostile  Indians. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1736,  before  leaving  for  their 
homes  in  the  lower  towns,  the  proprietors  met  according 
to  adjournment  on  the  house  lot  of  Joseph  Fisher,  "'Jere- 
miah Hall  standing  moderator,"  but  immediatel3'  adjourned 
to  the  house  of  Nathan  Blake. 

"Voted  that  Nathan  Fairbanks  be  scribe  to  write  the 
votes  of  this  meeting."  The3-  then  adjoui-ned,  to  meet  the 
next  morning  at  8  o'clock. 

On  Oct.  1,  the  committee  chosen  at  the  jMa\'  meeting  to 
make  a  third  division  of  (meadow)  land  not  having  com- 
pleted its  work,  Jeremiah  Hall,  William  Smeed  and  Nathan 
Blake  were  added,  and  the  committee  was  instructed  to 
complete  the  division  forthwith.  Three  of  the  members 
were  to  remain  here  through  a  part  of  the  winter  and 
could  attend  to  that  dut3'. 

Nathan  Blake,  Seth  Heaton  and  Stephen  Blake  were 
chosen  a  committee  authorized  "to  agree  with  a  man  to 
build  a  Grist  mill  within  the  said  Township  where  it  ma3' 
be  most  beneficial  for  the  said  proprietors,  and  not  to 
Exceed  fort3'  pounds  Encouragement  therefor,  and  to  take 
and  give  Sufficient  bonds  for  the  fuUfilraent  of  the  same, 
and  to  have  it  built  and  compleated  within  one  full  3'ear 
from  this  day." 

It  was  also  "Voted  that  the3'  will  build  a  meeting 
house  at  the  upper  Township  on  Ashuelot  so  called  fort3'' 
feet  Long  twentv'  feet  Stud  and  thirt3'  and  five  feet  wide, 
to  underpinn  cover  and  Inclose  the  same  and  Lay  down 
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bords  for  the  Lower  floor  and  to  set  the  same  at  the  south 
End  of  the  Town  street  at  the  place  appointed  b3'  the  Gen- 
eral Court  Committee,!  and  that  meseiurs  Jerimiah  Hall, 
Samuel  Daniels,  Joseph  Richardson,  Stephen  Blake,  and  Jo- 
siah  Fisher  be  a  committee  to  build  or  Let  out  the  same, 
and  to  see  that  sd  work  be  compleatly  performed  by  the 
twentj'  sixth  day  of  June  next." 

They  also  voted  to  make  another  division  of  thirty 
acres  of  "upland"  to  each  proprietor,  to  be  surveyed  that 
fall,  the  lots  to  be  drawn  on  the  23d  of  November.  Jere- 
miah Hall  was  "appointed  to  keep  a  Record  of  the  said 
Lotts,  and  the  respective  choj'ces  in  order  to  their  being 
Recorded  in  the  s'^  propriators  Book  of  Records,  And  that 
meseiuers  Samuel  Sady,  Jerimiah  Hall,  Seth  Heaton,  Na- 
than Blake  and  William  Smeed,  be  a  committee  to  La^'^  out 
the  said  Devision."  Those  lots  were  surveyed  b}'  Josiah 
Willard,  founder  of  the  town  of  Winchester. 

"One  Hundred  and  four-score  pounds"  were  assessed 
on  the  proprietors  to  defray  public  charges. 

Jeremiah  Hall,  Nathaniel  Rockwood  and  Joseph  Rich- 
ardson were  chosen  assessors,  and  Josiah  Fisher,  Jr.,  and 
William  Smeed,  collectors. 

"Voted  That  Nathan  Fairbanks  is  appointed  to  act 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  three  publick  Lotts." 

The  following  vote  was  also  passed : 

"  Forasmuch  as  the  Town  Street  is  judged  to  be  to 
narrow  Conveniantly  to  accomidate  the  Propriators, 
Voted,  That  Every  Propriator  whose  Lotts  L3'  on  the 
west  side  of  said  street,  that  wnll  Leave  out  of  his  Lott 
at  the  front  or  next  adjo3'ning  to  sd  Street  four  Rods  in 
depth  the  whole  bredth  of  their  Respective  Lotts  to 
accomidate  the  sd  street  Shall  have  it  made  up  in  quan- 
tit\^  in  the  Rear  or  other  End  of  their  Lotts." 

The  proposition  was  accepted  by  all  the  owners  of  lots 
on  the  west  side,  and  to  this  act  of  those  earh^  proprietors 
Keene  is  "  indebted  for  its  broad  and  elegant  Main  street." 

"Voted  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  untill  the 
second  Thursday  of  May  next  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon  to  be  Holden  at  the  meeting  house  place  in  the 
upper  Township  on  Ashuelot  River. 

Jerimiah  Hall  Moderator." 

1  Where  EHsha  F.  Lane's  house  now  stands.  The  first  biirving  place  was  a 
litOe  to  the  southwest  of  Mr.  Lane'.s  barn. 
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"No  person  had  hitherto  attempted  to  remain  through 
the  winter  on  the  township.  Those  who  came  in  the  sum- 
mer to  clear  their  lands,  brought  their  provisions  with 
them,  and  erected  temporary  huts  for  shelter.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  ]7,''G,  at  least  one  house  was  erected;  and  three 
persons,  Nathan  Blake,  Seth  Heaton  and  William  Smeed, 
the  two  first  from  Wrentham  and  the  last  from  Deerfield, 
made  preparations  to  pass  the  winter  in  the  wilderness. 
Their  house  was  at  the  south  end  of  the  street.^  Blake 
had  a  i,)air  of  oxen  and  a  horse,  and  Heaton  a  horse.  For 
the  support  of  these,  they  collected  grass  in  the  open  spots; 
and  in  the  first  part  of  the  winter,  they  employed  them  in 
drawing  logs  to  the  saw-mill,  which  had  just  been  com- 
pleted. Blake's  horse  fell  through  the  ice  of  Beaver  Brook 
and  was  drowned.  In  the  beginning  of  February,  their 
own  provisions  were  exhausted,  and  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  meal,  Heaton  was  dispatched  to  Northfield.  There  were 
a  few  families  at  Winchester,  but  none  able  to  furnish  what 
was  wanted.  Heaton  procured  a  quantity  of  meal;  but 
before  he  left  Northfield,  the  snow  began  to  fall,  and  when, 
on  his  return,  he  arrived  at  Winchester,  it  was  uncom- 
monly deep,  and  covered  with  a  sharp  crust.  He  was  told 
'that  he  might  as  well  expect  to  die  in  Northfield  and  rise 
again  in  Upper  Ashuelot,  as  inde  thither  on  horseback.' 
Remembering  the  friends  he  had  left  there,  he  nevertheless 
determined  to  make  the  attempt,  but  had  proceeded  but  a 
short  distance  when  he  found  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  succeed.  He  then  returned,  and  directed  his  course 
toward  Wrentham.  Blake  and  Smeed.  hearing  nothing 
from  Heaton,  gave  the  oxen  free  access  to  the  hay,  left 
Ashuelot,  and  on  snow  shoes  proceeded  either  to  Deerfield 
or  Wrentham.  Anxious  for  their  oxen,  they  returned  early 
in  the  spring.  Thev  found  them  near  the  branch,  south- 
cast  of  Carpenter's  [Robinson's]  -  much  emaciated,  feeding 
upon  twigs  and  such  grass  as  was  bare.  The  oxen  recog- 
nized their  owaier,  and  exhibited  such  pleasure  at  the 
meeting  as  drew  tears  from  his  eyes." 

(Annals,  page  9.) 

In  the  spring  of  1737  a  large  party  of  the  proprietors 
came  to  the  township  with  their  families  for  permanent 
settlement.  Some  of  their  names  are  alreadj-  familiar, 
others  w-ill  appear  in  the  records  of  the  meetings  held  soon 
after  their  arrival,  and  there  must  have  been  at  least  forty 

iThe  house  in  which  those  three  raen  attempted  to  pass  that  winter  was 
the  log  ca))iii  of  Seth  Heatoi),  on  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  the  Marlboro 
road,  south  of  Mr.  Cole's,  and  the  oxen  were  found  iti  the  sprinfj,  near  the 
branch,  southwest  of  the  cabin.  (Tradition  in  the  Hcatou  family,  handed 
down  from  Sctb  Heaton.) 

2  Now  Elisha  F.  Lane's. 
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proprietors  in  all,  as  will  Idc  seen  by  the  records  of  the 
meeting  of  the  20th  of  Ma\-.  They  came  hy  the  route 
already  indicated, — via  Brook  field,  Hadley,  Deerfield,  North- 
field  and  Hinsdale,  bringing  a  small  number  of  cattle, 
horses,  fowls  and  other  domestic  animals.  Their  pro- 
visions and  a  few  articles  for  housekeeping  were  packed 
on  horses,  or  on  "horse-barrows,"  made  by  attaching  a 
pole  to  each  side  of  the  saddle,  the  butt-ends  dragging  on 
the  ground,  fastened  at  a  proper  distance  apart.  On  these 
could  be  lashed  barrels  and  other  articles  behind  the  horse. 
The  last  twenty  miles  of  the  route  were  marked  simph--  b}'' 
"blazed"  trees.  It  was  more  than  fifty  years  after  this 
time  that  the  roads  were  sufficient  for  the  introduction  of 
anything  lighter  than  ox-carts  for  vehicles. 

They  came  in  time  for  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
proprietors,  to  be  held  on  Thursday,  the  12th  of  Ma3',  at 
the  meetinghouse  place,  Jereraicih  Hall,  moderator.  At  that 
meeting  it  was : 

"Voted  that  Philemon  Chandler  be  the  scribe  or  pen- 
man to  set  down  the  votes  that  shall  be  passed  at  this 
meeting. 

"Voted  that  all  persons  that  have  Purchased  Rites  in 
sd  Township  shall  have  the  Liberty  to  vote  and  act  in 
said  meeting. 

"Voted  that  the  charge  brought  in  for  Laying  out  the 


Thirty  acre  Division  be  allowed  as  followeth  (viz) 

£       s  d 

"To  Capt.  Josiah  Willard    surveyor  for  twentv  five  Days 

twentj'  pounds  '  20-00-00 

To  Jerimiah  Hail  for  twentj-  days  ten  pounds  10-00-00 

To  Seth  Heaton  for  twelve  days  six  pounds   6—00  —  00 

To  William  Smeed  for  twelve  days  six  pounds   6-00-00 

To  Nathan  Blake  for  eif^ht  days  four  pounds   4-00-00 

To  Stephen  Blake  for  half  a  day  three  shillings  &  .sixpence  00-03  —  06 

To  Aaron  Brooks  for  five  days  thirty  shillings  01—10-00 

To  Edward  Dale  for  four  days  twenty  four  shillings  01 -04- 00 

To  Moses  Chamberlin  for  two  days  twelve  shillings  00-12-00 

For  the  surveyors  Diet  nineteen  shillings  &  sixpence  00-19  —  06 


To  Nathan  Blake  for  a  journey  to  Concord  fifteen  shillings  ....00-15  — 00 

Total  £50-04-00 

"Voted  to  Assess  the  sum  of  sixty  Pounds  on  the 
propriators  of  the  House  Lotts  in  said  Township  to  Hire 
a  Gospel  minister  and  that  the  same  be  collected  and  paid 
into  the  Treasurj-  at  or  before  the  first  Da3'  of  August 
next. 
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"Voted  and  chose  Jerimiah  Hall  Nathan  Blake  and 
Daniel  Haws  Assessors  to  assess  the  sd  sixt}'  pounds. 

"Voted  and  chosen  Rbenexer  Nims  collector  to  collect 
the  said  Sixty  pounds  and  pa\'  it  in  to  the  Treasury 
according  to  3-''  vote  above. 

"Voted  and  chosen  Jerimiah  Hall  David  Farnsworth 
&  John  TiioiTipson  a  comittee  to  agree  with  some  meet 
person  to  preach  the  Gospel  amongst  them  at  3'^  Upper 
Ashuclott. 

"Voted  That  Jerimiah  Hall  shall  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  Eight  pounds  four  shillings  and  one  pene3'  for  money 
he  Expended,  and  four  pounds  &  ten  shillings  for  his 
time  in  waiting  on  the  General  Court. 

"  Voted  to  adjourn  the  meeting  untill  the  nineteenth 
da3'  of  May  currant,  to  be  at  the  meeting  house  place  in 
sd  Township  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  after-noon. 

Jerimiah  Hall  Aloderator." 

The  meeting  of  the  19th,  after  passing  a  vote  and 
choosing  a  committee  to  rtcWiy  the  bonndar3'  lines  be- 
tween some  of  the  lots,  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same 
place  the  next  morning  at  six  o'clock.  . 

The  meeting  of  the  20th  was  opened  at  the  time  and 
place  of  adjournment,  but: 

"Voted  that  the  meeting  be  Removed  down  upon  the 
Enterval  for  better  conveniances  there, ^  to  be  held  Imme- 
diately." i 

After  some  votes  had  been  passed  in  relation  to  the 
last  division  of  land  : 

"Voted  that  Mes^**  Philemon  Chandler  and  David 
Farnsworth  be  chosen  and  Impoured  to  Represent  this 
propriet}^  in  ajiphnng  for  and  Receiving  of  the  Honorable 
the  General  Court  Committee  for  this  Township  the 
mone3'  Granted  to  Sd  propriators  when  they  shall  have  ' 
the  frame  of  a  meeting  house  Raised  and  fort3'  Propriators 
settled  on  the  spot,  and  that  the3'-  Return  the  same  into 
the  Propriators  Treasury." 

This  vote  show^s  that  there  must  have  been  not  less 
than  fort3'  proprietors  residing  in  the  town  at  that  time, 
and  that  the3'  had,  or  were  about  to  have,  the  frame  of 
a  meetinghouse  raised. 

"Voted  and  chosen  for  surve3-ors  to  mend  the  High- 
wa3-s  Nathan  Blake  and  Seth  Heaton  and  that  the3'  be 
allowed  Eight  shillings  per  da3'. 

1  Ojie  can  easily  srrini'^e  that  n  cold  wind  was  blowing  that  morning  which 
drove  them  to  shelter  under  the  bUiff. 
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"Voted  to  Assess  the  sum  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  on  the  Propriators  of  the  house  Lotts  in  the  said 
Township." 

Jeremiah  Hal!,  Nathan  RIake  and  Daniel  Haws  were 
chosen  assessors,  and  Ebenezer  Nims,  collector :  "And  for- 
asmuch as  the  propriators  Treasurer  Lives  at  a  Great  dis- 
tance from  sd  Township 

"Voted  That  Jerimiah  Hall  shall  be  the  Propriators 
Treasurer,  and  that  he  lie  Imediatly  Sworn  to  the  faith- 
full  Discharge  of  the  Dut\-s  of  that  office  and  trust." 

This  meeting  adjourned  to  the  30th  of  June  at  the 
"meeting  house  place." 

On  that  da}-  the  proprietors  met  "at  the  meeting 
house  frame,"  and: 

"Voted  that  there  be  the  sum  of  twenty  seven  pounds 
pa3'd  out  of  sd  propriators  Treasury-,  to  Cap*  Samuel 
Sady  for  searching  and  Laying  out  a  Road  from  this 
Township  down  to  the  Town  of  Townshend  Implo3'ed  b}' 
the  said  propriators  so  to  do." 

"Seth  Heatonand  Jo-siah  Fisher  no-w  Resident,  and  Sam- 
uel He3'wood  a  non-Resident "  were  added  to  the  committee 
to  apply  to  the  general  court  committee  for  the  £100  due 
the  proprietors  when  fort}'  proprietors  were  settled  in  the 
township  and  the  frame  of  a  meetinghouse  had  been  raised. 

At  that  meeting  it  was  provided  that  thereafter  meet- 
ings of  the  proprietors  should  be  called  upon  the  applica- 
tion in  writing  to  the  clerk  of  five  or  more  proprietors, 
setting  forth  the  business  desired  to  be  acted  upon ;  the 
clerk  thereupon  posting  his  notice  of  the  meeting,  at  the 
meetinghouse,  fourteen  days  prior  thereto.  In  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  clerk,  or  his  refusal  to  act,  application  might 
be  made  in  the  same  way  to  any  justice  of  the  county,  and 
his  notice  posted  in  the  same  way  should  be  sufficient 
warning  of  the  meeting. 

It  was  also  voted  that  "no  meeting  of  the  sd  Propri- 
ators for  the  future  shall  be  held  but  at  this  Township  so 
Long  as  there  shall  be  seven  propriators  Inhabiting  here." 

Some  doubts  having  arisen  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
acts  of  the  proprietors  up  to  this  time  this  meeting  was 
"  Dismissed." 

So  grave  were  those  doubts  that  on  the  Sth  of  the 
previous  December,  Elisha  Root,  Isaac  Power,  John  Corbett 
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and  other  ])roprietors  had  petitioned  the  <^m<:.rH\  eourt  of 
Massaclmsetts  to  have  tlic  le<^alit_y  of  those  aets  confirmed 
and  cstai)lished.  That  petition  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee wliich  reported  on  the  IGth  of  December,  and  the 
following  order  was  made: 

"Thursday  ) 
DeC^  16.  1736  j 

"  A  petition  of  Elisha  Root  and  others  proprietors  of 
the  Upper  Township  on  Ashuelot  River,  Showing  (etc.) 
***•)(■** 

"In  Council  Read  and  forasmuch  as  the  pet."  are 
already  Sufficiently  Impowered  h\  this  Court  for  the  pur- 
poses within  mentioned  —  Ordered  that  this  petition  be 
Dismissed  —  In  House  of  Representat.^^ 

"Read  &  Concurred. — 

Consented  to  J.  Belcher." 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  30th  of  June,  Jeremiah 
Hall,  William  Smeed,  Stephen  Blake,  Amos  Foster  and 
Josiah  Fisher  petitioned  Ebenezer  Pomeroy  of  Northamp- 
ton, "One  of  His  Majest^-'s  Justices  of  the  Peace"  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  proprietors:  "To  Confirm  and  Establish 
all  Grants  and  Divisions  of  Land  agreed  upon  and  Granted 
by  the  proprietors,  at  their  meetings,"  and  votes  passed, 
assessments  made,  committees  appointed  and  acts  done  at 
all  their  former  meetings;  and  "To  come  into  some 
method  to  Hinder  people  selling  any  timber  out  of  Town, 
or  needlessly  destroying  of  it  in  Town." 

On  the  6th  of  July,  Justice  Pomeroy,  under  the  head- 
ing: "Hampshire  ss."  issued  his  warrant  "in  His 
Majest^-'s  Name"  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  meeting 
house  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  reciting  the  objects 
as  set  forth  in  the  petition.  The  meeting  was  held  as 
called,  and  Jonas  Woolson  was  chosen  moderator  and 
David  Nims,  scribe;  and  votes  were  passed  confirming  all 
that  had  1)een  done  at  previous  meetings.  The  article  con- 
cerning timber  was  passed  over. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  upon  a  petition  of  nine  of  the 
proprietors,  Thomas  Wells  of  Deerfield,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Hampshire  county,  issued  his  warrant  "in  His 
Majesty's  Name"  for  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  to  be 
held  at  the  meetinghouse  in  Upper  Ashuelot  on  the  26th 
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of  the  same  month.  The  meeting  was  held  and  Jeremiah 
Hall  was  chosen  moderator  and  David  Nims,  scribe. 
Votes  were  passed  and  committees  chosen  to  rectify  some 
inequalities  in  former  divisions  of  lots.  The  meeting  then 
adjourned  to  the  house  of  Jeremiah  Hall  and  immediatelv 
proceeded  with  the  business. 

"  Voted  That  the  Lott  number  Nine  In  the  second 
Division  of  medow  Land  be  taken  otit  and  be  Recorded 
to  the  ministers  Right  before  the  Rest  be  Drawn. 

"Voted  That  any  man  that  doth  not  Like  his  Lott  In 
the  ten  acre  Division  of  iiiedow  Land,  shall  have  Liberty 
to  deface  the  Lines,  and  to  Lay  it  out  in  any  other  place. 
By  a  surveyor  and  com^*"  on  his  own  cost  and  charge. 
And  Return  a  plan  thereof  to  the  clerk  attested  by  said 
committee. 

"Voted  That  the  worthy  m''  Jacob  Bacon  should  Draw 
the  Lotts  for  the  second  division  of  medow  Laud  for  the 
whole  Propriet}^  who  accepted  and  Drew  as  followeth 
(viz)."  {The  list  of  names  of  the  proprietors  follows,  with 
the  number  drawn  for  each.) 

"Voted  To  La\'  out  one  Hundred  acres  of  upland  to 
Each  House  Lott  or  Rite  in  the  following  method  (viz)  to 
Draw  Lotts  for  choyce,  and  he  who  draws  the  first  Lott 
shall  make  his  choyce  or  Pitch  on  the  first  day  of  March 
next  if  it  be  not  Sabbath  Day,  and  if  it  be  to  make  it  on 
y^  second  day  of  March,  and  he  who  Draws  the  second 
Lott  the  next  working  da\%  and  he  who  draws  the  third 
3'''  next  and  so  on  giveing  ever\'  man  his  Day,  according 
to  his  Draught  from  the  first  of  March  next  untill  the3' 
shall  go  through  Sabath  Days  Excepted. 

"  Voted  That  William  Smeed  pitch  or  choose  y^  Hun- 
dred acres  belonging  to  the  three  publick  Rights  (viz)  the 
ministers  Ministrey  and  School  and  Implo\-  a  committee 
to  La\-  out  the  same  at  the  proprietors  cost  and  charge. 

"Voted  That  Nathan  Blake  Jerimiah  Hall  Ebenezer 
Force  Daniel  Haws  William  Smeed  Joseph  Ellis  Ebenezer 
N3-ms  Seth  Heaton  Thomas  Weeks  Isaac  Clark  Josiah 
Fisher  be  a  committee  to  La3-  out  said  Division" — anv 
three  of  them  being  sufficient  to  act. 

"Voted  That  the  worthy  m^  Jacob  Bacon  Draw  v^ 
Lotts  for  the  whole  propriety'  who  accepted  and  Drew  as 
follows  (viz) : "  (Another  list  of  names  and  numbers  then 
follows.) 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  the  next  da\'  when  it : 
"  Voted  That  the  Com""  appointed  to  Layout  the  Hun- 
dred acre  Division  shall  proceed  in  the  following  method 
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(viz)  to  Lay  out  the  Lotts  iji  good  shape  and  forme  and 
not  Leve  small  s]i))s  of  Land  Between  Lot  and  Lot,  and 
that  the^-  Leave  Land  for  Koads  where  tlicy  shcdl  Judge  it 
to  be  needful]  and  if  any  man  shall  not  Lay  out  his  Lot 
on  his  day,  nor  bring  in  his  pitch  or  choice  In  writing  to 
Nathan  Blake  by  the  Day  then  he  shall  not  Lay  out  his 
Lot  untill  the  time  be  Expired  for  Laying  out  of  Each  mans 
Draught  or  pitch  In  said  Hundred  acre  Division,  and  that 
they  Lay  out  no  mans  Lot  or  choice  In  more  than  one 
piece,  and  If  any  man  shall  not  Lay  out  his  Lot  within  six 
days  after  he  made  his  pitch  then  it  shall  not  be  Layd  out 
to  hinder  any  other  man  of  the  i^itch. 

"Voted  That  William  Smeed  Seth  Heaton  Ebenezer 
Force  be  a  committee  to  Renew  the  south-cast  and 
North  Lines  of  this  Township,  and  Imploy  a  surveyor  to 
Run  the  west  Line. 

"Voted  That  m""  Jerimiah  Hall  make  ap|)lication  to  the 
Court  for  a  qviicker  wa^'  for  gathering  In  the  money,  that 
hath  or  may  be  Granted  hy  this  Propriety  to  defrej' 
necessary  Charges." 

(Signed)  "David  X^-ms  scribe 
Attest  Jeremiah  Hall  moderator." 

"  Each  lot  was  surveyed  by  a  committee,  in  such  place 
and  in  such  shape  as  the  proprietor  drawing  it  directed. 
Some  of  the  plans  recorded  in  the  proprietors'  records 
exhibit  figures  which  EucHd  never  imagined,  and  probably 
could  not  measure.  Common  land  was  left  in  every  part 
of  the  township,  in  pieces  of  all  sizes  and  shapes.  In  this 
manner,  great  confusion  in  lines  was  introduced,  by  which 
the  owners  of  real  estate  are  yet  perplexed  and  embarrassed. 

"The  first  pitch  under  the  vote  before  mentioned,  was 
made  by  a  Mr.  Morse,  the  fortunate  drawer  of  the  right 
to  choose  first.  Attention  was  first  attracted  to  it  by 
finding  a  certified  copj'  of  the  laying  out  among  the  papers 
of  the  late  Noah  Cooke,  Esq.,  which  was  obligingly  com- 
municated to  the  compiler  W  his  son,  Josiah  P.  Cooke, 
Esq.,  of  Boston.    In  this  copv,  the  pitch  is  thus  described: 

—  Beginning  at  a  stake  on  the  the  West  side  of  the  road, 
marked  for  the  N.  E.  corner,  (which  is  near  the  junction 
of  Washington  and  Cross  streets,)  then  runs  W^  lOS  rods 

—  then  S.  16°  W.  120  rods  — then  S.  ll''  W.  38  rods,  for 
the  S.  W'.  corner  — then  E.  53  rods  — then  E.  SO'^  N.  32 
rods  —  then  E.  27  rods  to  the  road  (Main  street)  at  the 
causeway  —  then  N.  G  rods  to  a  stake  on  the  W^est  side  of 
the  road  —  then  E.  42V'>  rods  to  the  S.  E.  corner— then  N. 
S""  W.  44  rods  — then  W.  10°  N.  16  rods  — then  N.  10°  E. 
40  rods  — then  W.  10°  N.  8  rods  — then  N.  10°  E.  40  rods 
to  wdiere  it  began.   A  memorandum  on  the  cop}'",  in  the 
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handwriting-  of  the  deceased  Mr.  Cooke,  states  that  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  pitch  is  'the  sonth-west  corner  of 
my  house-lot.'  Starting  from  that  point,  the  lines  have 
been  run,  by  Mr.  Sturtevant,  and  are  shown  by  the  dotted 
Hues  on  the  map  at  the  end  of  the  book.  [See  map  of 
1850.]  It  will  be  seen  that  they  enclose  what  is  now  the 
most  compact  part  of  the  village.  These  boundaries  can- 
not be  far  from  correct.  That  the  South  line  crosses  the 
present  Main  street  before  it  turns  and  'runs  North  6 
rods,'  raises  a  doubt  whether  the  starting  point  is  the 
true  S.  W.  corner  of  the  pitch,  or  should  be  farther  West; 
but  other  circumstances,  and  especially  the  fact,  that  the 
West  line  runs  along  the  edge  of  the  upland,  tend  to 
remove  this  doubt.  And  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  indeed 
the  survey  may  be  assumed  to  prove,  that  the  road  'to 
go  to  the  saw-mill '  then  turned  to  the  right,  at  the  North 
line  of  the  houselots,  and,  taking  a  straight  course  to  the 
saw-mill,  passed  East  of  where  the  street  now  goes,  until 
it  came  near  the  site  of  the  glass  factory,  and  that  it  v\-as 
afterwards  altered.  The  land  is  described  as  'lying  on  the 
plain  called  Saw-mill  Plain,'  —  so  called,  doubtless,  from 
the  saw-rnill  just  erected  on  Beaver  Brook ;  and  an  allow- 
ance is  made  of  eight  acres  and  sixt3"  rods  for  two  roads, 
one  eight  rods  wide  to  go  to  the  saw-mill ;  the  other  four 
rods  wide  to  go  to  the  river.  No  road  up  the  river  being 
mentioned  proves  that  no  such  road  then  existed." 

(Annals,  page  11.) 

On  the  7th  of  Februar\-,  173S,  another  meeting  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Jeremiah  Hall  under  a  second  warrant 
from  Justice  Wells,  upon  a  petition  of  twelve  of  the  propri- 
etors. 

"Upon  the  First  article  voted  and  chose  m^  Jeremiah 
Hall  Moderator  for  sd  meeting. 

"Upon  the  second  article  voted  and  chose  Jacob  Bacon 
(A  M)  scribe  to  Record  the  votes  of  said  meeting. 

"Upon  the  Third  article  voted  and  chose  Jacob  Bacon 
(A  M)  Proprietors  clerk. ^ 

"  Upon  3''=  Fourth  article  voted  and  chose  Jacob  Bacon 
(A  M)  Proprietors  Treasurer. 

"  Voted  to  set  apart  a  certain  stream  known  b3'  the 
Name  of  East  Branch  and  Land  thereto  adjo^'uing  Neces- 
sary and  Conveniant  for  the  building  of  a  mill  or  mills  for 
the  Proprietors  use,"  and  David  Farnsworth,  John  Thomp- 
son and  Jeremiah  Hall  w^ere  chosen  "a  committee  to  Lay 


iMany  pages  of  the  proprietors'  records  arc  in  the  neat  handwritinp:  of  Mr. 
Bacon,  and  his  letter  of  acccjitance  of  the  call  to  the  ministry  is  entered  in  f«H, 
and  is  something  of  a  curiosity.    (I'roprietors'  Records,  page"  32.) 
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out  the  same,"  and  240  pounds  were  assessed  "to  support 
the  Preaehing  the  Gospel  in  said  Township,"  and  to  defray 
other  charges. 

Jose[)h  Ellis,  Nathan  Blake  and  Isaac  Clark  were 
chosen  a  committee  "to  procure  an  anvil  Bellows  vice 
sledge  Hammer  &  Tongs  fit  for  the  work  of  a  blak- 
smith  as  soon  as  conveniantly  they  can  at  the  Proprietors 
cost  and  charge  and  to  Let  out  the  same  to  a  Blacksmith 
so  Long  as  he  shall  use  and  Improve  them  in  the  Proprie- 
tors business  by  faithfully  doing  their  work  at  their  Re- 
quest, before  any  other  business  or  work  for  any  other 
person  or  persons  Whatsoever." 

Isaac  Clark,  Jeremiah  Hall,  Ebenezer  Ninis,  Seth 
Heaton  and  David  Farnsworth  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  lay  out  roads  "where  they  shall  be  found  Necessary," 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

"  Voted  that  Mes"  Nathan  Blake  Ebenezer  Nims  Joseph 
Ellis  Joseph  Guild  Isaac  Clark  be  a  committee  to  provide 
preaching. 

"Voted  That  Mes"  Nathan  Blake  Joseph  Ellis  Obadiah 
Blake  be  a  committee  to  go  to  Dea"  Sam^'  Hc3'wood  pro- 
prietors clerk  and  huml)ly  Request  the  proprietors  Book 
and  to  take  and  bring  the  same  and  deliver  to  the  Clerk 
now  Chosen. 

(Signed)  "Jacob  Bacon  scribe 

Jeremiah  Hall  Moderator." 

On  the  1st  day  of  May,  another  meeting  was  held  at 
the  meetinghouse  under  a  third  warrant  from  Justice 
Wells — Jeremiah  Hall,  moderator,  and  David  Foster,  scribe 
—  and  adjourned  to  the  5th  "  to  meet  at      Meeting  House." 

"  And  being  met  on  May  5th  upon  adjournment 
according  to  a  vote  passed  on  May  y^  first,  It  was  pro- 
posed by  y«  Moderator  To  see  if  y*"  Proprietors  will  pro- 
ceed to  3'*=  Choice  of  a  Suitable  Person  to  Settle  in  3'^^  jpClin- 
istr3^  in  this  Place  according  to  y^  Third  Article  in  y<= 
Warrant  Voted  in  affirmative.  M.""  Jacob  Bacon  was 
Choosen  133^  Every  vote." 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  the  house  of  Jeremiah 
Hall,  and  under  the  fourth  article  it  was  voted  to  "give 
M.^  Jacob  Bacon  y^  Sum  of  one  Hundred  &  fift3'  pounds 
(in  Bills  of  Credit  of  y^  Old  Tenor)  Settlement  Provided 
he  accept  y=  Call  of  y^  Proprietors  to  Settle  in  y^  Ministry 
among  them." 
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It  was  also  voted  under  the  same  article  to  "Give  M'' 
Jacob  Bacon  one  Hundred  &  Thirty  pounds  of  3-"=  Old 
tenor  according  to  present  value  of  it,  for  his  Yearly 
Salary  for  y'^  Space  of  Ten  Years  and  then  to  add  Ten 
pounds  to  his  Salar\'  so  Long  as  he  Shall  be  their 
Minister." 

Jeremiah  Hall,  David  Foster.  Isaac  Clark,  Josiah  Fisher 
and  Ebenezer  Nims  were  chosen  a  committee  to  lay  these 
proposals  before  Mr.  E5acon,  "&  if  he  accepts  of  y^  Pro- 
posals, to  appoint  Day  for  his  ordination,  &  to  call  in 
Suitable  Help  to  Carry  on  y'^  \vork  of  y'^  Day,  &  to  make 
Suitable  Provision  for  his  ordination  upon  y'  Proprietors 
Cost." 

The  committee  laid  the  proposals  before  Mr.  Bacon,  and 
after  a  prolonged  consideration  of  the  matter,  on  the  5th 
of  August  he  sent  in  his  letter  of  acceptance,  "  with  this 
amendment  or  consideration  y*^  3'ou  send  to  me  a  yearly 
supplv  of  fire  wood  at  ray  Door,  and  3-*^  from  time  to  time 
as  my  need  shall  require." 

On  the  2d  of  October,  upon  the  request  of  six  proprie- 
tors, a  meeting  was  held  at  the  meetinghouse  in  "3'''  Up- 
per Township  on  Ashuelot  River  (so-called)"  under  the  war- 
rant of  Mr.  Bacon  as  proprietors'  clerk  —  David  Foster, 
moderator  —  at  which  it  was: 

"  Voted  To  add  y*^  sura  of  Ten  pounds,  to  M''  Bacon's 
Salar3'  at  y^  End  of  Ten  3'ears  from  his  Settling  among 
them,  &  therebv'  raise  his  Salar3'  to  y*=  sum  of  one  Hun- 
dred and  fiftv  pounds  money  of      present  Currency. 

"  Voted  to  find  y^  Worthy  M""  Bacon  so  much  Good 
fire  wood  3'early  as  he  shall  need  for  his  fire  ready  Drawn 
to  his  Door,  &  y*  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  so 
Long  as  he  shall  Continue  to  be  y^  Minister." 

Under  the  third  article,  we  have  the  first  record  of 
roads  accepted  as  laid  out  hy  the  committee,  viz.;  "a 
Road  from  y^  Line  Between  y^  Lower  and  Upper  Ashuelots 
Eight  rods  wide  hy  y"  Heads  of  y'^  House  Lots  Laid  out 
on  a  plain  called  y"^  Nine  Lot  Plain,  &  so  over  s'^  Plain  till 
it  comes  to  3'^  Northeast  corner  of  Meadow  Lot  No  (20) 
&  y"  on  v^  North  side  of  s''  Lot,  Three  rods  wide  until  it 
comes  to'Meadow  Lot  No  (18)  &  from  Meadow  Lot  (20) 
to  y^  Meeting  House  hill  Two  rods  wide,  &  y°  Through 
y^  Town  Plat  Eight  rods  wide  Between  3''-'  Heads  of  y^ 
House  Lots  &  so  on  to  y*^  Saw-mil  Eight  rods  wide,  where  it 
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now  j^-octh,  as  rilso  a  road  or  wa3'  two  rods  wide  from  y'" 
Mcetiii^  Honsc  to  y'"  River  in  y"  most  Convenient  place  Be- 
tween House  Lot  No  (54)  and  Meadow  Lot  No  (12)  & 
from  thence  Between  s''  House  Lot  and  y<^  Meadow  Lot 
Drawn  In'John  Burge  No  (35)  —  nuniing  Westwardly  to  y^ 
Ash  Swamp,  also  another  road  or  way  from  3'<-'  Town 
street  tlirec  rods  wide  Between  House  Lot  No  (13  &  14) 
to  y'^^  East  Beach  Hill,  and  another  from  s^  Street  West- 
w^^rdly  Between  House  Lots  No  (41)  &  (42)  toward  the 
Ash  Swamp  Three  rods  wide — " 

From  the  descriptions,  it  is  evident  that  the  first  road 
ran  from  Swanzey  line  to  Kcene  very  nearly  as  it  does 
now,  passing  the  house  lots  on  "Nine  Lot  Plain"  eight 
rods  w'ide.  Descending  to  the  meadows,  it  was  reduced 
to  three  rods  in  width,  and  in  crossing  the  South  Branch 
and  the  low  lands  b}'  the  present  pottery,  where  it  was 
difficult  to  make  a  road,  it  was  but  two  rods  wide.  The 
rise  from  the  low  ground  to  the  lower  end  of  Main  street 
was  called  "Meeting  House  Hill."  Then  "Through 
Town  Plat"  —  the  present  Main  street  —  it  was  laid  eight 
rods  wide,  and  continued  so  to  the  saw-mill.  But  that 
does  not  account  for  the  generous  breadth  of  Washington 
street,  for  that  first  road  to  the  saw  mill,  "where  it  now 
Goeth,"  ran  much  farther  east,  from  the  present  railroad 
crossing,  entering  our  present  Washington  street  in  the 
vicinity  of  Burdett's  mills. 

The  second  road,  two  rods  wide,  ran  "from  y^  Aleet- 
ing  House"  along  the  south  side  of  the  south  house  lot 
on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  between  that  and  the 
bur3'ing  ground,  which  was  southwest  of  the  meeting 
house,  to  the  river  and  on  to  Ash  Swamp.  On  that  bluff 
around  the  meeting  house  and  the  burying  ground  there 
was  an  open  common,  as  later  records  show. 

The  third  road,  three  rods  wide,  ran  from  Main  street 
to  "East  Beach  Hill." 

The  fourth  road,  three  rods  wide  ran  from  the  same 
point  on  Main  street  west,  making  four  corners  there  — 
nearly  in  the  same  place  as  our  present  "  Appian  W'a}-"  — 
but  it  is  probable  that  neither  of  these  last  two  roads 
was  built,  for  they  do  not  appear  on  the  map  of  the  vil- 
lage in  1750,  while  one  further  north,  where  Water  street 
is  now,  is  shown. 
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Joseph  Ellis  and  Beriah  Maccaiiey  (McKenny)  were 
chosen  "Surveyors  of  Hi^jh  wa_vs  to  take  care  and  mend 
them,  and  y"  Voted  y.^  y^  Meetini;  be  adjourned  to  y^  House 
of  Joseph  Guild,  to  meet  Immediately,  and  y"  met  —  &  — 

"Upon  y«  6th  Article  Voted,  To  finish' y^  Fort  w'^  is 
already  Begun  in  Township,  &  y}  Every  one  y.*  works 
or  has  workt  at  s'^  Fort,  should  bring  in  his  or  y""  accompt 
to  y  surve3-ors  of  High  ways,  &  to  be  allowed  to  him  or 
_v'°'as  so  much  Done  in  mending  or  Clearing  High  ways  or 
roads. 

•'  Voted  To  assess  and  raise  y'^  sum  of  one  Hundred  and 
Eighty  pounds  to  Build  y''  Fort  and  to  Clear  and  mend 
High  ways  &c."  David  Nims,  Josiah  Fisher  and  Timo- 
thy Puffer  were  chosen  assessors,  and  Solomon  Richardson 
collector. 

It  was  also  voted  that  plans  of  the  divisions  of  land  be 
recorded  by  the  proprietors'  clerk,  "  Excepting  of  3-^^  House 
Lots  and  of  3'^  4th  or  Thirt3'  acre  Division,  and  them  to  be 
fastened  into  the  Prop*"'"'^  Book  in  a  General  Plan  and  all 
this  to  be  at  y^  Prop*'^''^  cost  and  charge." 

A  committee  was  also  chosen  to  "  La3'  out  Equivalent 
Land  to  those  whose  land  had  been  taken  for  roads." 

"  This  fort  was  situated  on  a  small  eminence,  a  few 
rods  North  of  the  house  of  Dr.  Adams. ^  When  completed, 
it  was  about  90  feet  square;  there  were  two  ovens,  and 
two  wells  in  the  inclosure.  It  was  built  of  hewn  logs.  In 
the  interior,  next  to  the  walls,  were  twent3'  barracks, 
each  having  one  room.  On  the  outside,  it  was  two  stories 
high,  in  the  inside,  but  one,  the  roof  over  the  barracks 
sloping  inwards.  In  the  space  above  the  barracks,  were 
loop-holes  to  fire  from  with  muskets.  There  were  two 
watch-houses,  one  at  the  south-east  corner,  and  one  on 
the  western  side,  each  erected  on  four  high  posts  set  up- 
right in  the  earth.  And  for  greater  safet3',  the  whole  was 
surrounded  by  pickets." 

(Annals,  page  13.) 

"At  a  Council  Held  at  y^  Upper  Ashuelot  Township  in 
y^  Province  of  3'^  Massachusetts  &c  for  3-^  Gathering  of  a 
Church  &  y^  Ordination  of  y'^  Rev"^  M*^  Jacob  Bacon  Pastor, 
present  133'  v''  pastors  &  Delegates  v*^  churches  of  Wrentham, 
Sunderland',  Northfield  &  Medway^  October  18.  A  D:  1738  — 
Then  Ordained  y^  Rev<^  M.''  Jacob  Bacon  Pastor  of  y'' 
Church  of  Christ  then  Gathered  in  y^  s'^  Ashuelot  (y^  ad- 
vice of  y^  Neighboring  Ministers  of  Christ  being  first  had 


i"On  the  spot  where  novc  (1850)  stands  the  new  house  of  Ur.  Chsrlcs  G, 
Adams."    [Now  Mr.  Lemuel  Haywnrd's,  1003. J 
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according,'  to  Law)  accordinj^  to  y'' rules  of  v'  Gospel,  as  — 
"  ^Utc.st— Benj"  Doolittle^  Moderator  of       Council  in 
y.^  Name  and  by  order  of  y''  s'^  —  Council  — 
"A  true  Copj)3'  Hxa""^ 

Pr  jacob  Bacon 

Propi-rs  Clerk." 

(Proprietors'  Records,  page  34.) 
The  members  of  the  church  "gathered"  at  that  time 
were : 

"Jeremiah  Hall      Joseph  Fisher  David  Nims 

David  Foster  John  Bullard  Benjamin  Guild 

William  Sniecd       Joseph  Ellis  Edward  Dale 

Seth  Heaton  Joseph  Richardson  Solomon  Richardson 

Nathan  Blake         Ebenezer  Nims        Abner  Ellis 
Josiah  Fisher         Joseph  Guild  Ebenezer  Dav 

Obadiah  Blake." 
(Church  Records.) 

Soon  afterwards  the  church  was  organized  b3'^  the 
choice  of  David  Foster  and  Josiah  Fisher,  deacons. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors 
was  opened  at  the  meeting  house,  and  after  choosing  Capt. 
Jeremiah  Hall  moderator,  immediately  adjourned  to  his 
house  on  the  opposite  side  of  Main  street.  Two  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds  were  voted  "for  y^  Rev*^  M^  Bacon's 
Settlement  and  Salary  for  3'^  present  3-ear,"  and  in  addition, 
the  sum  of  twcntA'-four  pounds  for  his  fire  wood. 

A  vote  was  passed  setting  apart  the  common  land 
around  the  meeting  house  "for  a  Training  Ground  and 
such  publick  use  or  uses,"  and  a  tract  on  the  road  leading 
west  from  the  meeting  house  over  the  river  to  Ash  Swamp, 
"for  3'^  use  and  Benefit  of  Digging  Cla3^  and  making  Brick." 

"  Upon  jr^  Sixth  article,  Voted,  To  finish  y*'  Meeting 
House  on  3'*^  out  Side,  workman  Like  (viz)  to  cover  it  with 
Good  Sawed  Clabl)ords,  well  plained, Good  Window  frames; 
—  well  Glazed,  and  handsomeh'  to  case  3-^  Doors;  and  so 
far  to  finish  3"  Inside  as  to  La3'  3'^  Lower  Floor  and  Build 
y^  Body  of  Seats,  -  the  Pulpit,  one  Pew,  Table  and  Dea- 
cons Seat,  all  Compleath^  Workman  Like  — 

"  Voted,  That  Cap^  Jeremiah  Hall,  Ebenezer  Force, 
Serj:*^  Josiah  Fisher  be  a  Com*^^^  to  have  3-^  oversight  (of  y^ 
work  in  finishing  3-*^  Meeting  House  agreable  to  3'^  Prop'''"" 
vote)  in  y.^  affair. 

iRcv.  Benjamin  noolittle,  stjrgreon  and  physician,  author  of  "Doolittle's 
Narrative,"  -jras  pastor  at  Northficid  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

2  The  men  had  !•eat^s  on  one  side  of  the  house,  the  women  on  the  other. 
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"  Voted.  To  assess  Sum  of  t^vo  Hundred  pounds  on 
v'=  Propriety  to  pay  for  finishing  \'''  Meeting  House  as 
before  voted  to  be  done." 

"  Seij:*  Joseph  Fisher,  Serj:^  William  Smeed,  Leu:'^  Setb 
Heaton"  were  chosen  assessors,  and  Joseph  Ellis  collector. 
Evidenth-  there  were  rumors  of  war.  They  were  building 
forts  and  giving  men  military  titles. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  17th  of  Februar3-,  1739, 
William  Smeed,  moderator,  Joseph  Ellis,  Beriah  Maccaney. 
Isaac  Clark,  Ebenezer  Force  and  Nathan  Blake  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  finish  the  fort,  repair  roads,  and 
build  bridges. 

"About  this  time,  John  Andrews  came  from  Boxford, 
to  settle  in  Upper  Ashuelot.  He  sent  back  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  and  Joseph  Ellis,  with  a  team  of  eight  oxen  and  a 
horse  to  bring  up  his  furniture.  The  route  they  came, 
which  was  probably  then  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one, 
led  through  Concord,  Worcester,  Brookfield,  Belchertown, 
Hadley,  Hatfield,  Deerfield,  Xorthfield,  Winchester,  Swan- 
zey  and  on  the  bank  of  the  Ashuelot  to  the  house  lots. 
When  they  passed  through  Swanzey,  it  rained  hard,  and 
they  did  not  reach  the  station  until  night.  As  it  con- 
tinued to  rain,  was  ver}'  dark,  and  as  the  water,  which 
already  covered  the  meadows,  rose  rapidly,  they,  appre- 
hensive of  being  drowned,  un^-oked  their  oxen,  chained 
their  cart  to  a  tree,  and  hastened  to  the  settlement,  then 
a  mile  distant.  As  soon  as  daylight  appeared,  the  next 
morning,  a  boat  was  despatched  in  search  of  the  cattle 
and  furniture.  When  passing  over  Bullard's  Island,  a  man 
cried  to  them  for  help.  It  was  Mark  Ferr\',  the  hermit. — 
Wearied  with  the  noise  and  bustle  of  the  settlement,  he 
had  retired  to  a  cave,  which  he  had  dug  into  the  bank  of 
the  river,  where  he  constantly  resided.  The  water  had 
now  driven  him  from  his  dwelling,  and  compelled  him  to 
seek  refuge  on  a  stump,  where  he  then  sat,  with  a  calf  in 
his  arms,  over  which  he  had  drawn  a  shirt.  The  boatman 
answered,  '  we  must  take  care  of  the  neat  cattle  first,'  and 
passed  on.  Thev  soon  came  to  the  cart,  which  was  afloat. 
Proceeding  further  and  guided  by  the  sound  of  the  bells, 
which  the  cattle  as  usual  wore,  they  found  them  on 
several  little  hillocks,  some  with  only  their  heads  out  of 
water.  They  forced  them  into  the  water,  and  guided 
them,  swimming  to  high  land,  where  the\-  left  them  until 
the  flood  subsided.  Hearing  cries  for  help  below  them, 
they  proceeded  to  Crissen's  house,  in  the  borders  of  Swan- 
zey, to  the  chamber  and  to  the  top  of  which  the  famih' 
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lia(l  been  driven.  These  they  took  off,  and.  on  their  re- 
turn home,  took  Ferry  and  his  calf  into  the  canoe.  This, 
which  was  known  liy  the  name  of  Andrews'  flood,  was 
the  highest  ever  known  in  the  township.  The  water  came 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  street,  North  of  Capt.  Blake's  old 
house. 

"Mr.  Andrews  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  he  brought  with  him.  Between  September,  1744, 
and  September,  1745,  every  one  of  the  nine  died  of  the 
throat  distemper,  and  he  then  returned  disconsolate  to  his 
former  residence."  ^ 

(Annals,  pages  13  and  14.) 

Up  to  about  this  time,  the  town  had  been  called  "the 
upper  Township  on  Ashuelot  River,"  but  people  began  to 
shorten  it  to  "Upper  Ashuelot,"  and  on  the  6th  of  October 
Rev.  Mr.  Bacon  issued  his  warrant  as  proprietors'  clerk, 
upou  the  request  of  eight  of  the  proprietors,  for  a  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  22d  at  the  meetinghouse  in  "Upper 
Ashuelot  (so  called);"  and  b_v  that  name  the  town  was 
known  until  it  was  changed  to  Keene  in  1753. 

That  meeting  was  opened  at  the  meetinghouse  and  ad- 
journed to  the  house  of  Capt.  Jeremiah  Hall,  Nathan  Blake, 
moderator.  Sergt.  Joseph  Fisher  was  chosen  treasurer.  An- 
other division  of  five  acres  of  meadow  land  was  voted  to 
each  proprietor,  with  instructions  to  the  committee  to 
eriualize  the  lots  by  adding  in  quantit3'  what  any  might 
lack  in  cjuality. 

Joseph  Priest,  Beriah  Maccaney,  Samuel  Smith,  Amos 
Foster  and  Timoth\'  Puffer  were  chosen  a  committee  "to 
go  around  3-'=  Town  &  run  Every  Line  agreable  to  plan, 
Employing  a  Survej^or  to  take  &  run  y^  points  of  Compass 
Given  in  s"^  Plan." 

"  Voted  to  Build  a  pound  in  y^  most  convenient  place 
at  y^  Prop**^""^  Cost,  Fifty  feet  Square,  Seven  feet  posts, 
and  y^  Isaac  Clark,  Eben^  Force,  Josiah  Fisher,  be  a 
Com*'^'^^  to  take  care  and  Build  y^  same. 

(Signed)  "Nathan  Blake,  Moderator." 

On  the  7th  of  Januar}',  1740,  the  proprietors  met  at  the 
meetinghouse,  chose  Jeremiah  Hall  moderator,  and  imme- 
diately adjourned  to  his  house.  The  4th  article  in  the  war- 
rant was :    "  To  make  such  grant  or  grants  of  land  to  such 

lA  viiTjlcnt  throat  distcmiicr  had  swept  over  New  iraiiipshire  in  1735,  car- 
rying oir  more  than  a  tlumsand  victims.  This  year  it  attacked  Upper  Ashuelot, 
and  man  J  died. 
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person  or  persons  as  thej  shall  think  deserve  the  same,  for 
hazardinj^  their  lives  and  estates  living  here  to  bring 
forward  the  settling  of  the  place."  After  passing  the  usual 
votes  for  raising  money  for  Mr.  Bacon's  salary  and  fire 
wood : 

"  Upon  the  4th  article — 

"  Voted — To  Grant  y.'^  Sum  or  quantity  of  Ten  acres  of 
Upland  to  Each  of  Persons  hereafter  Named,  viz.  Jacob 
Bacon,  Clerk,  Josiah  Fisher,  Joseph  Fisher,  Nathan  Blake, 
William  Smeed,  Seth  Heaton,  Joseph  Ellis,  Ebn/  Nims,  Jo- 
seph Guilde,  Joseph  Richardson,  Isaac  Clark,  Edward  Dale, 
Jeremiah  Hall,  Eben/  Force,  Daniel  Haws,  Amos  Foster, 
Ebn/  Day,  Beriah  Maccane3%  Jabez  Hill,  Obed  Blake,  Jer: 
Hall  Jun"",  David  Ninis,  Timothy  Puffer,  Eben/  Daniels,  Na- 
than Fairbanks,  John  Bullard,  David  Foster,  Solomon  Rich- 
ardson, Abner  Ellis,  Benj"  Guilde,  Asa  Richardson,  Ebn*" 
Hill,  Sam'-''  Fisher,  Ephraim  Donnan,  Timothy  Sparhawk, 
Jon^  Underwood,  Joh  Andrews,  Sam^^  Smith,  Sara^^  Dan- 
iels, [39]  and  to  such  other  Persons,  having  an  Interest 
here,  who  from  3-^  first  of  next  March  to  March  1742, 
Shall  make  up  y^  quantity  or  space  of  Two  3'ears  in  Living 
here  and  Building  a  Legal  Dwelling  House,  to  y^  Number 
of  Sixt}',  Including  those  in  3'*=  Number  fore  mentioned  by 
Name  ." 

Doubtless  that  list  contains  the  names  of  nearly  all  the 
men  who  were  living  here  at  that  time. 

Isaac  Clark,  William  Smeed,  Joseph  Fisher,  Edward 
Dale  and  Joseph  Ellis  were  chosen  the  committee  with  in- 
structions to  "Lav  out  [the  land]  to  each  person  in  order 
as  they  are  Named  the  first  first  and  so  on  as  they  are 
Named." 

On  the  8th  of  Februarv'  seven  of  the  proprietors  joined 
in  a  request  to  the  clerk  for  a  meeting  to  consider  the 
question  of  "Building  of  Forts  or  fortications  for  y^ 
present  and  future  safety  of  3'^  place  and  Inhabitants 
under  3'"^  present  rumours  of  wars,"  and  other  matters  re- 
lating to  the  same  subject. 

The  meeting  was  held  on  the  25th,  at  the  house  of 
Ebenezer  Nims,  William  Smeed,  moderator,  and  voted  to 
build  two  forts  or  fortifications,  "one  about  y^  House  of 
Joseph  Ellis  in  s'^  Township  and  another  about  William 
Smeeds  House,  at  y^  Prop*°'^  cost,  and  y.^  they  shall  be 
Built  when  seven  of  3-^  Prop*""  or  Inhabitants  shall  applv 
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themselves  to  y''  Com^""  w*"  sh;ill  l)c  ap])(>inted  to  have  3''' 
ovcrsi/^dit  in  Building  s"^  Forts."  William  Smeed,  E[)hraim 
Dornian  and  Joseph  Guild  were  ])laeed  on  that  committee. 

"Voted  y*  EA-ery  man  w''  works  aliout  s'^  Forts  shall 
be  allowed  Eight  shillings  \)J  Day,  and  four  shillings  p''  Day 
for  a  yoke  of  oxen. 

"  \'oted  y.^  y*^  sum  of  Seventy  two  ])Ounds  be  assessed 
equally  on  v.*^  Prop^'"'*  for  to  Defray  y.*^  charge  In  Building 
s^  Forts—' 

(Signed)  "William  Sineed,  Moderator." 

Whether  these  fortifications  were  ever  built  is  not 
known.  The  pioneers  of  those  daj-s  were  strangely  lax  in 
protecting  themselves  against  the  Indians,  as  was  proved 
in  many  cases. 

A  meeting  on  the  18th  of  March,  Seth  Hcaton,  moder- 
ator, voted  that  all  timber  on  the  common  and  undivided 
lands  should  be  free  for  the  use  of  the  proprietors,  but  no 
waste  should  be  allowed. 

It  was  in  this  year,  1740,  that  the  decree  was  made 
In-  the  king  and  council  fixing  the  boundary  line  —  surveyed 
and  established  in  1741  —  between  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire  where  it  has  ever  since  remained,  giving  to  New 
Hampshire  all  the  territory  north  of  that  line  and  the  ju- 
risdiction over  all  those  towns  therein  w'hich  had  been 
granted  b}-  Massachusetts. 

The  acts  of  the  stronger  province  in  continuing  to 
grant  townships  in  the  territorj'  in  dispute  were  felt  to 
be  grasping  and  overl^earing,  and  in  1731  the  colonial 
authorities  of  New  Hampshire  had  determined  to  appeal 
to  the  home  government  to  settle  the  controversy.  They 
chose,  as  their  agent  for  this  purpose,  John  Rindge,  a 
merchant  of  Portsmouth,  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence, 
a  son-in-law  of  Lt.  Gov.  Wentworth  and  a  strong  opponent 
of  Gov.  Belcher,  ]>etwecn  whom  there  was  a  personal 
quarrel  which  entered  forcibl3-  into  the  question  of  the 
boundary.  This  appointment  proved  to  be  an  exceedingU' 
fortunate  one.  The  agent  was  earnest  and  efficient,  and 
advanced  the  necessary  funds  to  carr^'  on  the  suit.  The 
case  was  prolonged  for  years,  and  when  Mr.  Rindge  could 
no  longer  remain  abroad  he  left  it  in  the  hands  of  Capt. 
John  Tomlinson,  a  merchant  of  London,  "who  was  well 
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known  in  New  Hampshire,  where  he  had  frequently  been 
in  quality  of  a  sea  commander.''  (Belknap's  History  of 
New  Hampshire,  vol.  2,  page  107.) 

Tomlinson  was  also  a  strong  friend  of  Wentworth  and 
opponent  of  Belcher.  After  much  delay  and  disappoint- 
ment, on  the  9th  of  April,  1737,  King  George  H,  with  the 
advice  of  his  privy  council,  appointed  a  commission  of 
fifteen  members,  prominent  citizens  of  the  neighboring 
provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey', 
to  adjust  and  settle  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
contending  provinces. 

That  commission  met  at  Hampton,  N.  H.,  on  the  1st 
of  September  of  the  same  year,  heard  the  arguments  of 
both  parties,  and  rendered  a  decision  with  which  neither 
was  satisfied,  and  from  which  both  appealed.  The  case 
then  went  before  the  king  in  council.  The  agents  of  New 
Hampshire  emplo^'cd  as  their  solicitor,  "Fernando  John 
Parris,  a  lawj^er  of  much  shrewdness  and  learning,  who 
being  well  supplied  with  money  was  indefatigable  in  his 
attention."  (Belknap's  History-  of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  2, 
page  107.)  So  abh'  was  the  case  x^resented,  that,  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1740,  the  following  judgment  was  rendered: 

"Ord.''^  and  adjudged  That  the  Northern  Boundar}-  of 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  are  and  be  a 
Similar  Curve  Line  pursuing  the  Course  of  the  ]\Icrrimack 
River  at  three  Miles  Distance  on  the  North  side  thereof 
beginning  at  the  Atlantick  Ocean  and  ending  at  a  Point 
due  North  of  a  Place  in  the  Plan  returned  by  the  Com- 
mis'''^  called  Pawtucket  Falls  [Lowell]  and  a  Strait  Line 
drawn  from  thence  due  West  cross  the  said  River  till  it 
meets  with  his  Majest3'S  other  Govcrnm'.*^" 

B\^  this  decree  New  Hampshire  gained  a  large  tract  of 
territory  —  "comprising  about  thirtj"  towns"  —  more  than 
she  had  ever  claimed.  It  ma}""  have  been  a  just  and  equi- 
table construction  of  the  conflicting  language  of  the  several 
grants,  but  it  has  been  suggested  that  as  all  the  best  pine 
trees,  "suitable  for  masts,"  had  been  reserved  to  the  crown 
in  New  Hampshire,  while  those  in  Massachusetts  had  not, 
the  king  and  council  ran  the  lines  as  far  south  as  the 
charters  would  allow. 

Gov.  Belcher  was  instructed  to  see  that  the  order  of  the 
court  was  executed,  but  his  sympath}'  had  been  with  the 
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more  important  province  all  thron.ij^h  this  controversy,  and 
he  was  so  inortiSed  at  the  decision  of  this  court  of  final 
appeal  that  it  was  only  after  a  second  and  peremptory  com- 
mand that  he  laid  the  matter  before  the  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  and  forced  that  body  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  whole  expense  of  the  survey,  although  the  decree  evi- 
dently intended  that  Alassachusetts  should  bear  her  share. 

In  the  meantime,  even  after  New  Hampshire  had  ap- 
pealed to  the  home  government,  and  while  the  question 
was  still  undecidel,  Massachusetts  continued  to  grant 
townships  in  the  disputed  territory.  Besides  the  two  Ash- 
uclots  and  Winchester,  Boscawen  and  Bedford  had  been 
granted  in  1733;  Hopkinton,  Henniker,  Warner,  Chester- 
field, Westmoreland,  Walpole,  Charlestown,  New  Ipswich 
and  Rindge  (as  Rowley  Canada)  in  1736;  Peterl)oro  in 
173S,  and  Hillsboro,  L\'ndeboro  and  several  others  previ- 
ous to  1740. 

Having  secured  the  approjjriation  from  New  Hampshire, 
Gov.  Belcher  claimed  the  right  to  run  the  line.  In  March, 
174-1,  he  appointed  George  Alitchell  surve\-or  of  the  east  end, 
from  the  ocean  to  the  point  designated  above  Pawtucket 
Falls,  and  Richard  Hazen  of  the  west  end — the  "Strait 
Line  due  West"  from  that  point.  Mr.  Hazen  began  his 
work  at  once,  and  completed  it  on  the  16th  of  April,  run- 
ning to  the  Hudson  river.  He  was  instructed  b}'  the  gov- 
ernor to  run  due  west,  but  to  allow  10°  variation  north 
while  the  actual  variation  of  the  needle  at  that  time  was 
between  seven  and  eight  degrees.  By  that  arbitrary  dicta- 
tion, Massachusetts  secured  a  strip  about  three  miles  wide 
at  the  Connecticut  river,  running  to  a  point  above  Paw- 
tucket Falls,  which  did  not  belong  to  her  according  to  the 
king's  decree.  But  New  Hampshire  had  won  her  case,  had 
been  very  well  treated  by  the  king  and  council,  and  was 
loath  to  reopen  the  controvers}-.  Soon  afterwards  the  dis- 
traction of  Indian  wars,  followed  b}'  that  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, drew  attention  awa\'  from  that  subject,  and  the  line 
was  finalh-  established  onh'  a  few  years  since.  Identical 
acts  were  passed  hy  the  Massachusetts  legislature  in  1899 
and  the  New  Hampshire  legislature  in  1901,  defining  the 
boundary. 


THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GRAXT. 


1 


Later,  in  1764,  the  king  declared  the  west  bank  of  the 
Connecticut  river  to  be  the  boundary  hne  between  Xew 
Hampshire  and  Vermont;  and  now,  on  the  west  shore  of 
that  river  at  low  water,  a  little  to  the  south  of  the 
passenger  station  at  South  Vernon,  may  be  seen  a  monu- 
ment of  dark  Windsor  granite,  standing  six  feet  above  the 
surface,  which  marks  the  southwest  corner  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  southeast  corner  of  Vermont,  and  the  north  line 
of  Massachusetts. 

The  inhabitants  of  Upper  Ashuelot  were  grcatl_v  dis- 
appointed, as  were  those  of  all  the  towns  affected,  to  find 
themselves  shut  out  from  Massachusetts.  The^-  felt  that 
the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  was  the  one  to  which 
the}-  belonged.  There  were  the  homes  of  their  childhood, 
and  all  their  patriotism  centered  there.  It  was  like  clos- 
ing the  doors  of  a  father's  house  against  them.  They  had 
no  connection  or  intercourse  with  the  people  of  Xew 
Hampshire;  and  above  ail,  they  feared  that  the  title  to 
their  lands  might  not  now  be  valid. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1740,  the  proprietors  held  a  meet- 
ing—  David  Foster,  moderator  —  and  placed  the  following 
upon  their  records : 

"The  Prop*^°''-'  being  Informed  y.*  hj  y*  Determination 
of  his  ^Majesty  In  Councill  Respecting  the  Controverted 
Bounds  Between  y^  Province  of  y^  Massachusetts  &  Xew 
Hampshire  the\-  are  Excluded  from  y^  Province  of  y<^  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  to  w"^  thex-  alwa3'es  Supposed  themselves  to 
Belong,  — 

"  Therefore  Unanimously  Voted  that  a  Petition  be 
preferred  to  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majestj'  Setting 
forth  our  Distrest  Estate  &  Pra^dng  we  may  be  annexed 
to  3*^  s"^  Massachusetts  Province.  ^ 

"Also  Unanimously  Voted  Thomas  Hutchinson 2 
Esq''  be  Impowered  to  Present  the  s^^  Petition  to  his 
Majesty  and  to  appear  &  fully  to  act  for  and  In  Behalf  of 
This  Town  Respecting  the  Subject  Matter  of  s<^  Petition, 
according  to  his  Best  Discretion," 

1  The  proprietors  of -nearlr  all  the  towns  in  the  disputed  territorv  which  had 
been  granted  by  Mas-achusetts  sent  petitions.    (State  Papers,  vol.  19,  pag:e-4-76.) 

2  Thomas  Hutchinson  was  .ifterw-ards  froverrvor  of  Massachusetts  and  still 
later  anthor  of  a  "History  of  Massachusetts."  He  was  the  agent  in  Loudon  of 
that  province  in  this  controversy  coiicerningr  the  boundarr  and  soent  some 
years  in  London  on  Ms  mission,  but  had  no  success  ajrainst  the  agents  of  Xew 
Hampshire.  He  was  also  agent  for  the  towns  thai  petitioned  in  1T4-0.  A  copv 
of  his  petition  is  published  in  New  Hampshire  State  Papers,  to!.  19,  page  511. 
He  was  evidently  so  chagrined  at  the  faihjre  of  his  agencv  that  lie  does  not 
even  mention  it  in  his  History  of  Massachnsetts. 


CHAPTER  II. 


TOWN  S0VKRHK;XTY  AND  THE  "OLD  FRENCH  AND  INDLAX  WAR." 

1741-1749. 

In  1741,  the  3^eaT"  of  the  establishment  of  the  boundary 
hne  l)etweeu  the  two  provinces,  hy  a  royal  decree  New 
Hamp.'^hire  was  made  an  independent  province,  and  Ben- 
nin;^  Wentworth  was  appointed  governor. 

But  for  a  long  time  Upper  Ashuelot,  cut  off  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  ignored  by  New  Hampshire,  took  no  part 
in  ])rovincial  affairs ;  nor  was  she  invited  to  do  so.  The 
governor  would  issue  his  precepts  to  the  sheriff  directing 
him  to  warn  the  several  towns  in  the  eastern  and  central 
parts  of  the  province  to  choose  representatives  to  the 
general  assembly,  but  never  mentioning  those  in  the  Con- 
necticut valley.  For  twenty-seven  3'ears  after  it  became  a 
New  Hampshire  town  Upper  Ashuelot  bad  almost  nothing 
to  do  with  the  province,  its  first  representative,  Capt. 
Josiah  Willard,  being  elected  in  17G8. 

It  was  a  case  of  complete  town  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence. The  little  hamlet  in  the  wilderness,  which  "had 
now  become  a  considerable  village,"  was  a  miniature  re- 
public—  made  its  own  laws  and  managed  its  own  affairs 
without  interference  from  higher  political  powers.  What 
protection  it  had  in  its  struggle  with  the  savages,  which 
began  in  1744-,  came  from  Massachusetts. 

Apparently  the  first  intercourse  the  town  had  with  the 
province  of  New  Hampshire  was  a  complaint  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Bacon  in  1742,  joined  with  one  from  Rev.  Mr.  Ashley  of 
Winchester,  that  the  inhabitants  refused  to  pay  their  taxes 
for  the  support  of  the  minister;  for  we  find  the  following 
in  Provincial  Records,  Vol.  5,  p.  189: 

"Governor's  Orders. 

New^  nlmpshi^-e/  Portsmouth,  Jan.  31,  1742. 

"  It  having  been  represented  to  his  Excellency  that  many 
of  the  Inhabi'tants  residing  on  the  King's  Lands,  since  his 
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Majest_v  has  been  pleased  to  determine  the  boundary's  be- 
tween this  Province  &  the  Massachusetts  Ba^-,  have  refused 
to  pay  their  Taxes  towards  tlie  support  of  their  Ministers, 
alled^ng  that  there  is  no  Law  of  tlie  Province  to  obHge 
them  thereto;  I  am  therefore  by  his  Excellency's  Command 
to  inform  the  respective  Inhabitants,  that  it  will  be  verv 
agreable  to  the  Governor  that  yon  &  each  of  you,  who 
have  been  delinquent  on  that  occasion,  do  forthwith  com- 
ply with  your  obligations  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
j-our  Ministers,  as  a  contrary  behavior  will  incur  his  Ex- 
cellency's displeasure. 

B3-  his  Excellcnc3''s  Command. 

"  To  the  Several  Inhabitants  on  the  King's  Lands  in 
New  Hampshire. 

"  Coppys  Delivered  to  Messrs  Ashle}' &  Bacon  ministers 
at  Winchester  &  Ashuelot  on  Connecticut." 

On  the  19th  of  Noveml)er,  1740,  a  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors at  the  house  of  William  Smeed  —  Capt.  Jeremiah 
Hall,  moderator  —  after  passing  the  usual  vote  to  raise 
money  for  Mr.  Bacon's  salar\'  and  provide  his  fire  wood: 

"  Voted,  That  those  who  have  Intrest  in  Nine  Lot 
plain,  So  Called,  have  Libertj'  to  thro  up  y."^  respective 
Intrests  and  to  Lay  3'™  out  in  another  I'lace  in  y^  Now 
undivided  Upland."  Josiah  Fisher,  Beriah  Maccanev  and 
David  Foster  were  chosen  a  committee  to  la\-  out  their 
new  selections. 

Several  roads,  two  rods  wide,  which  had  been  laid  out 
by  the  committee,  were  accepted,  onh'  one  of  which  can 
now  be  traced.  That  one  is  described  as  "another  Road 
Leading  from  y^  Town  Street  along  thro  Capt.  Halls 
House  Lot,  and  John  Corbits  qualification  to  Leu.* 
Heatons  Thirtv  acre  Lot  N"  (1)  at  y'^  Southerly  part  of 
y^  Beach  Hill."  This  was* our  present  Baker  street  and  the 
lower  end  of  Marlboro  street. 

A  meeting  held  at  the  meetinghouse  on  the  7th  of 
September,  1741  —  Capt.  Jeremiah  Hall,  moderator: 

"Voted  That  3-"^  meeting  House  be  removed  from  y^ 
place  where  it  now  Stands  to  the  most  Convenient  place 
on  y^  Hill  over  against  3^^  House  of  M*"  Isaac  Clark,  1  and 

1  "  This  hill  which  has  entirely  disappeared,  was  a  conical  crniticnce  in  the 
street,  a  few  rod.-;  south  of  the  old  Ralston  tavern.  2  The  meetinshonse  was 
accordingly  removed  thither,  and  was  placed  ncr.r  the  centre  of  the  street,  the 
travelled  path  being  cast  of  it."     (Annals,  pa,i;e  16.) 

2  "I  built  ray  house  in  1828,  directly  in  rear  of  the  old  Ralston  tavern. 
The  main  part  of  the  old  tavern  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  site  of  the 
present  Applcton  honse." — Gen.  James  Wilson.  The  Kalston  tavern  was  not  huilt 
until  1775,  or  later. 


GO 


UlSTORV  OP  KEEXE. 


charge  of  moving  y"  Same  he  Laid  on  y'^  Pro})rictors 
and  Drawn  out  of  3'''  Prop*""  Treasury." 

El)enezer  Force,  Dea.  Josiah  Fisher,  Jose])h  Richardson, 
Benjamin  Guild  and  Tiinoth}'  Puffer  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  make  the  removal.  At  a  meeting  on  the  18th  of 
August  the  year  previous,  leave  had  been  granted  to  cer- 
tain parties  to  move  the  meetinghouse  "as  far  as  Serg't 
William  Smceds,  against  y^  ends  of  y<^  Ministry  and  School 
House  Lotts,"  AA'hich  were  the  northernmost  ones  on  the 
west  side  of  the  street,  but  the  removal  was  not  made. 
At  that  same  meeting  grants  of  land  were  made  to  the 
three  public  lots,  the  same  as  had  been  made  to  the  other 
sixty  lots,  which  had  been  neglected  in  making  the 
divisions. 

"Voted,  That  the  Road  now^  Leading  from  y^  Meeting 
House  Piatt  over  y*^  River  into  y''  Ash  Swamp  b,v  y*"  South 
Side  of  House  Lot  N"  54  be  changed  and  Go  on  y^  North 
Side  of  s''  Lot  upon  Timothy  Puffers  Digging  Down  y^  Hill 
and  making  a  good  Road  to  y^  River." 

John  Andrew's  was  chosen  proprietors'  treasurer. 

"Upon  the  6tb  Article  voted.  That  if  the  Collectors 
Shall  be  obliged  or  Necessitated  to  go  thro'  a  course  of  Law 
to  recover  their  Collections,  and  the  Massachusetts  Law 
by  w'^  w-e  are  or  have  been  Supported  Should  fail.  That 
then  they  shall  Draw  y^  Charge  of  posting,  and  charge 
w*^  they  are  or  shall  be  at,  out  of  the  Pidilick  or  Prop*"""* 
Treasurey." 

A  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  at  the  meeting- 
house on  the  27th  of  Juh',  1742  —  Capt.  Jeremiah  Hall, 
moderator — at  which  it  was: 

"Voted,  That  whereas  there  was  a  vote  passed  by 
ttis  Propriety  December  y^  4th,  T73S,  to  glaze  the  Meeting 
House  and  set  the  glass  in  Lead,  and  to  cover  the  outside 
of  s*^  Meeting  House  with  Sawed  Clapboards,  we  do  now, 
Having  tho't  Sedately  upon  it,  agree  and  vote  to  Set  the 
glass  in  wood,  and  to  cover  the  out  Side  with  Shingles, 
for  the  following  Reasons,  1.  Bee:  we  Judge  it  Stronger, 
and  2.  Bee:  we  can  do  it  at  less  Elxpense  of  mone3%  w'^  is 
no  Small  article,  not  Easy  to  be  obtained  hy  us  at  this 
Day  and  that  the  Com*'^^  then  appointed  and  Chosen  to 
See  the  work  done,  in  y}  way  be  hereby  Impowered  and 
Desired  to  See  that  the  work  be  done  this  fall  as  now 
agreed  upon,  and  all  the  other  work  then  voted  to  be 
done,  as  soon  as  may  be  and  Likewise  that  the  Com*''^ 
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be  appointed  and  Desired  to  underpin  the  Meeting  House, 
or  See  that  it  be  done,  and  take  an  account  of  the  same 
—  and  whereas  the  Frop^"''*  agreed  with  the  first  Com^'=^ 
about  the  Meeting  House  to  make  the  Doors  plain,  and 
paid  for  their  being  thus  done,  we  agree  to  have  them 
done  otherwise,  Even  framed,  or  jiannel  Doors,  and  the 
South  Door  to  he  a  Double  folding  Door,  and  that  the 
Com*^^  agree  with  a  man  to  do  it  well  and  Decentl_v  as 
Becomes  Such  an  House,  and  Bring  the  charge  of  it  into 
J-''  Prop*°''='  what  is  more  than  plain  Doors  —  and  whereas 
there  was  Some  Sawed  Clapboards  provided  to  cover  the 
Meeting  House  agreable  to  vote  y°  passed,  in  year 
afores*^,  voted  that  the  Com*<^^  take  care  and  Dispose  of 
s"^  Clapboards,  for  the  use  of  the  ProprietA'. 

Jeremiah  Hall  Moderator." 

The  next  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held  at  the 
meetinghouse  on  the  2Sth  of  September,  1743  —  Capt  Jere- 
miah Hall,  moderator.  The  annual  salarA-  of  the  minister 
was  voted  as  usual,  and  Joseph  Guild,  Josiah  Fisher  and 
Joseph  Fisher  were  chosen  a  committee  to  let  out  the  school 
lot  to  be  cleared  and  brought  "into  grass  and  under  good 
Improvement." 

A  meeting  at  the  meetinghouse  on  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1744,  chose  Jeremiah  Hall  moderator,  and  adjourned 
to  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Daniels. 

"  Voted  That  the  Rates  or  Taxes  be  made  or  I>evied 
for  years  past  and  for  the  future  in  the  following  man- 
ner till  further  orders  viz.  that  Each  House  Lot  Belonging 
to  each  Right  to  the  N*'  of  Sixty  be  assessed" 


£     s  d 

The  sum  of.  0=^06=4. 

The  eight  acre  division  0^10—0. 

The  30  acre  division  0=05=^0. 

The  10  acre  division  0=10=0. 

The  100  acre  division  0=30=0. 

The  5  acre  division  0=04=0. 

The  10  acre  division  of  upland  0=01=0. 

And  the  after  divisions  Tielonging  to  each  ri.^ht  0=05=0. 


A  vote  was  passed  allowing  Capt.  Jeremiah  Hall  eight 
pounds,  "old  Tenor  for  getting  that  100  pounds  at  Boston 
of  Co"  Dudley."  This  must  have  been  the  one  hundred 
pounds  to  which  the  town  was  entitled  by  the  terras  of 
the  Massachusetts  grant:  "  When  forty  families  are  settled 
in  Each  or  Either  of  the  said  towns  and  the}'  have  Raised 
the  frame  of  a  meeting  house"  —  all  dues  having  been  paid. 

The  proprietors  were  fortunate  in  securing  it,  for  it  was 
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tlien  nearly  seven  years  since  they  had  a])i)lie(3  for  it,  and 
for  three  years  they  had  been  a  New  Hampshire  settlement. 

The  o])erations  of  the  sawmill  havinj^  been  unsatisfac- 
tory, Ebenczer  Force,  Joseph  Green,  William  vSineed,  Mark 
Ferry  and  Joseph  Ellis  were  chosen  a  committee  "to  Treat 
with  John  Corbit  and  Elisha  Root,  and  if  an}^  thing  may 
be  done  to  oblige  them  to  Repair,  or  Build  a  good  Saw- 
mill, that  may  answer  the  End  IVojJOsed,  In  the  Land  and 
Mone\-  Granted  by  tins  Propriety,  for  y"  Building  of  y«  s*^ 
Mill,  or  of  a  Saw-mill,  for  y*"  Benefit  of  y*^  Propriety." 

It  was  during  this  year  and  the  one  following  that 
the  fatal  throat  distemper  prevailed  here,  and  John 
Andrews  buried  every  one  of  his  nine  children,  as  already 
related;  and  there  were  many  other  deaths. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  England  formally  declared  war 
against  France.  By  a  policy  more  conciliatory  than  that 
of  the  English  the  French  had  won  over  to  themselves  the 
Indians  of  Canada  and  most  of  the  few  yet  remaining  in 
New  England,  and  made  them  allies  in  their  attacks  on 
the  English  colonies.  They  ottered  bounties  for  scalps  and 
for  prisoners  delivered  in  Canada. 

Since  the  late  French  and  Indian  war  of  1754  to  1760, 
this  earlier  one  has  been  called  the  "Old  French  and  Indian 
War."  The  report  of  its  declaration  reached  the  colonies 
earh'  in  the  summer  and  brought  dismay'  to  the  hearts  of 
the  settlers  ;  for  the}-  foresaw'  that  the  savages  would  be  let 
loose  upon  them  with  all  their  frightful  metliods  of  conduct- 
ing warfare.  The  hardships  and  privations  of  the  pioneers 
were  great,  at  best,  and  now,  in  addition  to  those,  the 
constant  danger  of  massacre  or  capture  by  relentless  sav- 
ages loomed  up  before  them.  They  abandoned  the  work 
of  clearing  their  lands  and  making  improvements,  except 
such  as  could  be  done  in  the  immediate  vicinit\'  of  their 
forts,  and  turned  their  attention  to  completing  and 
strengthening  their  defences.  They  dared  not  go  out  to 
cultivate  their  fields,  although  that  industry  was  their  main 
dependence  for  food,  except  with  arms  at  hand;  and  when 
they  went  they  usually  did  so  in  squads,  with  sentinels  to 
watch  for  the  wih-  foe,  or  under  a  guard  of  soldiers,  if 
troops  were  stationed  at  their  fort. 
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In  addition  to  these  trials,  a  call  was  almost  immedi- 
ately made  by  the  British  commanders  for  troops  for  expe- 
ditions against  the  French,  which  drew  away  from  the 
settlements  the  regular  soldiers  and  many  of  the  able-bodied 
citizens,  who  went  as  volunteers,  or  by  draft,  and  sometimes 
hy  impressment.  Four  thousand  of  the  fighting  men  of 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut  were 
drawn  off  to  make  up  the  arm}-  of  Gen.  William  Pepperell 
to  operate  against  Lonisburg.  These  calls  made  a  heavy 
draft  on  the  fighting  force  of  the  provinces,  and  left 
the  frontiers  almost  destitute  of  defenders.  The  settlers 
were  alarmed  and  cast  about  for  means  of  resistance, 
and  called  upon  the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  for  pro- 
tection. 

A  meeting  of  the  proprietors  held  at  the  meetinghouse 
on  the  25th  of  February.  1745,  chose  Joseph  Green, 
moderator,  and  adjourned  to  the  house  of  Philemon 
Chandler.    On  the  second  article  in  the  warrant; 

"  Voted  and  Granted  the  Sum  of  one  Hundred  and 
fifty  four  Pounds,  old  Tenor,  for  the  Rev*'  M""  Bacons  Sup- 
port for      Present  Year. 

"  Voted,  That  the  Support  Granted  for  y.^  Kev^  M"" 
Bacon  for  y^  year  Anno  Domini  1744,  Being  the  Sum  of 
one  Hundred  and  Fifty  four  pounds  old  Tenor,  and  In- 
Reason  of  war  and  Sickness  was  Neglected  and  not 
assessed.  Be  brought  into  y*^  Rates  or  assessment  Granted ; 
Levied  hy  y^  same  assessors,  and  comitted  to  the  Same 
Collector  y.*  Shall  be  chosen  at  this  Meeting.  The  Sup- 
port Granted  for  3-''  last  year  w*^  should  have  been  Col- 
lected and  paid  in  October  y^  18th  1744,  be  paid  in  the 
First  of  April  next,  and  this  vears  Support  now  Granted 
to  be  paid  in      ISth  of  Oct.  this  Date." 

On  the  8th  article:  "To  see  if  they  will  Seek  any 
further  Protection  in  Case  the  war  continues  " — voted  not 
to  act.  A  convention  of  delegates  from  the  towns  in  this 
vicinity  had  met,  however,  at  Fort  Dummer  on  the  20th 
of  March  preceding,  to  consider  the  matter  of  joining  in  a 
petition  to  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  for  better 
protection.  Capt.  Jeremiah  Hall  and  Ebenezer  Force  were 
delegates  from  Upper  Ashuelot  to  that  convention,  which 
voted  to  leave  the  matter  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
Col.  Josiah  Willard,  Col.  Ebenezer  Hinsdell,  Major  Josiah 
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Willard,  Rev.  Joseph  Ashley,  Capt.  William  S\-me^  and 
Capt.  James  Heaton,  to  determine  when  and  in  what  n^au- 
ner  a  petition  should  be  preferred. 

The  provincial  authorities,  thoucrh  hampered  by  their 
straitened  condition,  made  ^^>rtr)Rr'atv.vA?.  for  defence.  Col. 
John  Stoddard  of  the  Hamp.-^hire  county  repnment  of 
militia  had  again  been  appointed  commander  on  the 
western  frontiers,  with  Capt.  Ephraira  Williams  in  com- 
mand of  the  cordon  of  forts,  Major  Israel  Williams  of  Hat- 
field, chief  commissar^-,  and  Capt.  Josiah  Willard  at  Fort 
Duininer  and  "Rev.  Ebenezcr  Hinsdell  at  Hinsdell's  Fort" 
assistant  commissaries. 

The  g-eneral  court  of  .Massachusetts  on  "Sabbath, 
June  2,  174-4,  Voted,  that  500  men  be  impressed  out  of 
the  foot  companies  and  ordered  to  march  under  such 
officers  to  such  parts  of  the  frontiers  as  may  be  deemed 
best,  there  to  be  placed  in  garrison  or  employed  in  scour- 
ing the  woods  as  the  circumstances  reqtiire."  Two  hun- 
dred of  these  troops  were  sent  to  the  western  frontiers. 
The  war  v.-as  extjecied  to  be  of  short  duration,  and  the 
terms  of  enlistment  vrcrc  short.  On  the  13th  of  June 
the  general  court  ordered  "500  more  men  to  be  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  said  levies  'to  be  paid  till 
the  15th  of  October  and  no  longer.'" 

"  Sjibbath,  Oct.  13,"  the  general  court  passed  an  order 
that  the  pay  of  men  in  the  service  be  stopped  on  the  15th. 
"But  inasmuch  as  it  max  be  necessary  for  some  marching 
scouts  to  be  employed  in  the  winter,  ordered,  that  12 
men  of  each  of  the  5  snowshoe  companies  in  the 
western  parts,  amounting  to  60  in  all,  be  detached  and 
sent  out  under  a  captain  commissioned  for  that  purpose, 
to  scout  arid  range  the  woods  for  the  four  months  next 
coming,  their  march  to  be  from  Contookooh  on  the  Zvler- 
rimack  river  to  the  westward  as  far  as  the  Captain-Gen- 
eral shall  think  best." 

Massachusetts  ofTered  bounties  —  eight}-  pounds  for  an 
Indian  captive,  or  seventy-five  i)ounds  for  his  scalp;  forty- 
two  pounds  each  for  female  captives  and  boys  under  twelve, 
and  for  scalps  of  the  same,  thirty-six  pounds,  ten  shillings 
and  sixpence. 
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Gov.  Wentworth  sent  scouting  parties  up  the  Merrimac 
vallev  and  throucrh  the  northeru  part  of  New  Hampshire, 
but  none  into  the  Connecticut  valley,  as  those  settlers 
were  considered  Massachusetts  people,  and  were  left  to  the 
care  of  that  proTince.  New  Hampshire  had  forts  or  block- 
houses at  Canterbury-,  Contoocook,  Hopkinton,  Penacook 
(Boscawen).  Suncook,  Merrimac,  Amherst  and  along  the 
eastern  border  of  the  prOTince. 

For  her  own  protection  Alassachusetts  had  added  sev- 
eral forts  to  those  previously-  built  iu  the  Connecticut  val- 
ley, besides  the  two  sraail  ones  at  Upper  and  Lower  Ash- 
aelot,  which  were  now  strengthened  and  manned  with  a 
few  soldiers.  Bridgnian's  and  Sart well's  forts  were  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Connecticut,  a  short  distance  apart  and 
a  few  miles  below  Fort  Dummer,  in  what  is  now  Vernon, 
Vt.  On  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  trail  (which  was 
now  a  well  worn  path,  or  road)  leading  from  Xorthfield 
to  Fort  Dummer,  Rev.  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Hinsdell  had 
built  a  fort  in  1743,  about  sixty  rods  from  the  river,  in 
what  is  now  Hinsdale;  and  he  had  a  mill  on  a  brook  near 
his  fort.  Shattuck's  fort  was  also  on  this  road,  built  on 
both  sides  of  a  brook  and  connected  by  a  small  bridge,  the 
whole  surrounded  by  a  stockade.  Above  Fort  Dummer 
four  forts  had  been  built,  known  by  their  numbers  —  Xo.  1 
at  what  is  now  Chesterfield,  Xo.  2  at  Westmoreland,  Xo. 
3  at  Great  Falls  (Walpole),  and  Xo.  4  at  Charlestown. 
There  was  also  at  this  time  a  fort  in  the  middle  of  the 
Putney-  meadows,  known  as  Great  Meadows. ^  which  was 
kept  up  for  many  years.  These  forts  were  still  maintained 
by  Massachusetts,  and  were  under  the  general  oversight  of 
Col.  Stoddard. 

Fort  Dummer  had  been  thoroughly  repaired  and 
mounted  with  guns ;  but  when  it  was  found  to  be  above 
the  boundary  line,  in  the  territory  of  Xew  Hampshire, 
Gov.  Shirley  applied  to  the  home  government  to  be  relieved 
from  its  support:  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  crown  Gov. 
Wentworth  advised  the  assembly  of  Xew  Hampshire  to 
assume  its  future  maintenance.    But  the  assembly  declined 

i  Xew  Hampshire  Stnte  Paper?,  vol.  fi,  pajre  SIS;  .-ildricii's-  Walpole :  His- 
tory of  Chtticrlitid,  22:  and  Heator.'s  Venuont. 
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to  take  any  such  action,  on  tlie  j^round  that  the  fort  was 
fifty  miles  from  any  of  tlie  New  Hfinii)shire  settlements, 
witlT  no  roads  thereto,  and  could  afford  them  but  slight 
protection;  that  if  they  assutned  the  su|)[iort  of  Fort 
Dummer  —  the  yjrincijial  l)one  of  contention  —  all  the  other 
forts  in  the  Connecticut  valley  would  fall  to  their  char<^e, 
including  Xo.  -4-,  the  next  post  in  importance,  and  the  one 
farthest  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  country,  and  there- 
fore the  most  exposed;  that  the  people  of  the  province 
had  l)een  so  severely  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  war  and 
for  other  purposes  that  they  were  not  able  to  bear  the 
expense;  that  the  title  to  all  those  lands  granted  by  Mas- 
sacliusetts  was  in  dis]iute  and  it  was  doubtful  if  taxes 
could  be  collected  on  them ;  and  that  those  Massachusetts 
people  should  look  to  the  Alassachusetts  government  for 
protection. 

The  governor  dissolved  the  assembly  and  called 
another,  and  recommended  the  same  measure  in  an  eloquent 
appeal,  but  that  assemljly  was  as  stubborn  as  the  former 
one.  The  meniliers  believed  that  if  New  Hampshire  declined 
to  maintain  those  forts,  Massachusetts  would  support 
them  for  the  protection  of  her  own  frontiers.  And  so  it 
proved,  for  when  it  was  learned  that  New  Hampshire  had 
refused  to  provide  for  them,  the  general  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts voted  its  usual  support  to  Fort  Dummer,  and 
provided  for  the  other  forts  on  the  Connecticut  and  its 
branches.  Capt.  Josiah  Willard,  who  had  done  much 
surveying  in  Upper  Ashuelot,  had  a  company  of  twenty 
men  at  Fort  Dummer,  in  the  service  of  that  province,  and 
Capt.  Phineas  Stevens,  of  whom  we  shall  have  much  to 
relate,  was  at  No.  4,  but  no  troops  had  3'et  been  sent  him. 

With  the  opening  of  the  spring  of  1745,  came  small 
bands  of  Indians,  prowling  the  forests,  instigated  to  mis- 
chief 1)y  the  French,  and  often  led  and  assisted  by  them. 
On  the  26th  of  March  they  burnt  the  house  of  Rev.  Timo- 
thy Harrington  at  Lower  Ashuelot.  At  Great  Meadows, 
on  the  5th  of  Juh',  as  William  Phi]ips  was  hoeing  his  corn, 
he  wjis  seized  hy  two  Indians  and  compelled  to  go  with 
them,  but  was  permitted  to  carry  his  hoe.  They  started 
up  the  river.    When  they  had  gone  about  half  a  mile  one 
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of  the  Indians  ran  back  a  short  distance  to  bring  sonic- 
thing  that  had  been  left  behind.  Watching  his  opporttmit}', 
Phipps  with  his  hoe  knocked  down  the  one  who  remained, 
giving  him  a  death  blow;  then,  seii;ing  Iiis  gun,  shot  the 
other  as  he  came  up.  Starting  to  escape  he  fell  into  tiie 
hands  of  three  others  of  the  same  party  who  killed  and 
scalped  him.  Five  days  later  thev  made  their  first  appear- 
ance here  at  Upper  Ashnelot. 

"On  the  10th  of  July,  deacon  Josiah  Fisher  was  killed, 
as  he  was  driving  his  cow  to  pasture.  The  road  leading 
up  the  river,  then  left  the  main  street,  by  Mr.  Lamson's 
tan  yard,i  led  along  the  margin  of  the  meadow,  back  of 
his  house,  crossed  West  street  a  few  rods  west  of  Aaron 
Hall's  house.-  and  continued  up  the  river,  near  the  adjoin- 
ing low  land,  until  it  came  upon  the  route  of  the  present 
turnpike, 2  above  deacon  Wilder's  house,  now  occupied  as 
a  tavern. 4^  Fisher  was  found  dead,  and  scalped,  in  the 
road,  near  where  Mr.  Lamson's  bark  house  now  stands ;S 
and  it  was  supposed  that  the  Indian  who  shot  him,  was 
concealed  behind  a  log,  which  then  lay  within  the  present 
limits  of  Air.  Lamson's  garden.*'  He  had  a  brass  slug  in 
his  wrist,  which,  at  the  time,  was  conjectured  to  have 
been  cut  from  a  warming  pan,  that  had  lately  been  lost 
by  one  of  the  inhabitants." 

(Annals,  page  18.) 

Immediately  upon  receiving  information  of  these  out- 
rages Gov.  Wcntworth  again  sent  out  the  scouting  parties 
of  the  previous  year,  with  some  addition  to  their  num- 
bers. One  was  a  company  of  mounted  men  under  Capt. 
Potter  of  Londonderry',  and  another  of  thirty-seven  in- 
fantry under  the  noted  Capt.  John  Goffc. 

For  three  months  all  was  quiet  in  the  Connecticut 
valley.  Then,  on  the  11th  of  October,  a  party  of  Indians 
came  to  Great  Meadows  and  captured  Nehemiah  How, 
who  was  cutting  wood  a  short  distance  from  the  fort. 
The  alarm  was  given,  and  one  Indian  was  killed  bv  a 
shot  from  the  garrison.  As  they  were  leading  How  away 
up  the  river,  Daniel  Rugg  and  Robert  Raker  came  down 
in  a  canoe.  The  Indians  fired  upon  them,  killing  Rugg, 
but  Baker  escaped. 

Reports  of  How's  capture  reached  the  posts  down  the 

1  Where  tanison  blork  now  st.Tnds.  ^Now  the  site  of  the  Thaver  librarv 
buildinf?.  sCourt  street.  iKnown  ris  the  "Old  Sun  T.aveni."  Now " Woodburv 
8z  Howard's  famiture  -shop.    ssiiJl  kept  .as  a  g-ardcn  on  the  I^ainsoii  estate. 
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river  tloc  same  (iay  — (loul)tless  by  eanoe  on  the  current  of 
the  stream.  A  company  ol  twenty-nine  mounted  men 
started  from  Deerficld  at  3  p.  m.,  and  reached  Port  Dum- 
mer  at  10  o'clock.  There  they  found  Ensign  Stratton 
with  ten  men  from  Northficld.  Col.  Willard,  tlie  com- 
mander, iiad  already  left  in  j^nrsuit,  with  fiftv-four  men. 
The  re])orts  of  the  number  of  Indians  in  the  ])arty  varied 
greatly,  some  setting  it  as  high  as  eighty,  others  much 
lower.  The  next  morning,  Sunday,  tlic  Deerficld  and 
Northfield  party  of  forty  men  pushed  forward  and  joined 
Col.  Willard ;  and  they  followed  the  trail  till  sunset,  reach- 
ing a  point  where  the  enemy  had  scattered  in  different 
directions.  Thei'e  they  bivouaced  for  the  night,  and  the 
next  morning  pushed  on  to  No.  4,  but  no  Indians  were 
seen.  Tuesday  morning  they  all  set  out  for  home  bv  the 
way  of  Up])er  Ashuelot  and  Northfield.  The  Deerficld  men 
reached  home  Wednesday  night.  How  was  taken  to 
Crown  Point  and  thence  to  Quebec.  He  was  kindly 
treated  hx  the  French,  but  died  in  prison. 

No  attacks  were  made  upon  the  settlers  during  the 
winter,  but  the  spring  of  1  746  opened  with  frightful  raids 
from  the  savages.  These  were  made  chiefl\'  by  the  St. 
^Francis  tribe  of  Canada,  conducted  in  their  movements  b^' 
their  allies,  the  Squawkheags,  who  were  familiar  with  all 
this  part  of  the  country.  These  predatory  bands  were 
usually  made  up  in  part  of  French  soldiers  and  commanded 
by  French  officers,  sent  out  hy  Beauharnais,  governor  of 
Canada. 

"March  19,  the  proprietors  agreed  to  raise  the  sum  of 
forty  pounds,  lawful  money  of  New-England,  ($183.33,)  or 
one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  old  tenor,  for  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bacon's  support  the  present  year.  From  this  vote,  it  ap- 
peal's that,  at  this  time,  old  tenor,  in  comparison  with  law- 
ful mone}',  was  as  four  to  one. 

Here  occurs  a  chasm  in  the  proprietors'  records,  which 
the  following  relation  of  events  will  sufficiently  account 

(Annals,  page  18.) 

Sometime  in  April,  Massachusetts  sent  a  few  men  to 
each  of  the  posts,  two  to  Great  Meado\vs,  four  to  No.  4, 
and  four  each  to  Upper  and  Lower  Ashuelot,  with  a  large 
number  to  Fort  Dunimer  and  the  posts  below.     Bv  a 
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previous  order  Cax>t.  Phineas  Stevens  was  to  raise  a  com- 
pany of  sixty  men,  tliirty  of  whom  v/ere  to  be  stationed 
at  No.  4-,  and  that  force  .-n-rived  there  a  few  weeks  later. 

On  the  19th  of  .'\pril,  Ensign  De  Neuville  with  about 
forty  French  and  In<]ians  attacked  No.  4,  took  Capt.  John 
Spafford,  Lieut.  Isaac  Parker  and  Stephen  Farns worth 
prisoners,  burnt  the  saw  and  grist  mills  recently  built,  and 
killed  a  number  of  cattle.  The  prisoners  were  detained  in 
Canada  for  some  time,  but  afterw  ards  returned  to  their 
homes. 

"In  the  early  part  of  the  vear  174-G,  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts  sent  a  party  of  men  to  Canada,  for  what 
pui'pose,  is  not  now  recollected,  and  perha]")S  was  not 
generally  known.  On  their  return,  they  passed  through 
Upper  Ashuelot.  On  arriving  in  sight  of  tlie  settlement, 
the^'  fired  their  guns.  This,  of  course,  alarmed  the  inhab- 
itants, and  all  who  were  out,  and  several  were  in  the 
woods  making  sugar,  hastened  home.  From  some  cause  or 
other,  suspicion  was  entertained,  that  a  party  of  Indians 
had  followed  the  returning  whites;  and  for  several  days  the 
settlers  were  more  vigilant,  and  more  circumspect  in  their 
movements;  seldom  leaving  the  fort,  except  to  look  after 
their  cattle,  which  were  in  the  barns,  and  at  the  stacks, 
in  the  vieinitj'." 

(Annals,  page  18.) 

The  fort  here  was  manned  with  a  few  soldiers  and 
armed  inhabitants,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  William 
Symes  (or  Simes),  of  the  Massachusetts  troops. 

"Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2.3d  of  April,  Ephraim 
Dorman  left  the  fort  to  search  for  his  cow.  lie  went  north- 
wardly, along  the  borders  of  what  was  then  a  hideous  and 
almost  impervious  swamp,  h'ing  East  of  the  fort,  until  he 
arrived  near  to  the  place  where  the  turnpike  now  is.  Look- 
ing into  the  swamp,  he  ])creeived  several  Indians  lurking 
in  the  bushes.  He  immediately  gave  the  alarm,  b}-  crying 
'Indians!  Indians!'  and  ran  towards  the  fort.  Two,  who 
were  concealed  in  the  bushes,  lietween  him  and  the  fort, 
sprang  forward,  aime<I  their  pieces  at  him,  and  fired,  but 
neither  hit  him.  They  then,  throwing  away  their  arms, 
advanced  towards  him;  one  he  knocked  down  by  a  blow, 
which  deprived  him  of  his  senses;  the  other  he  seized,  and, 
being  a  strong  man,  and  able  wrestler,  tried  his  strength 
and  skill,  in  his  favorite  mode  of  'trip  and  twitch.'  He 
tore  his  antagonist's  blanket  from  his  shoulders,  leaving 
him  nearly  naked.    He  then  seized  him  by  the  arms  and 
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l)od3',  l)nt  as  he  was  painted  and  j^reascd,  lie  sli])i)ed  from 
his  <?rasp.  After  a  short  stru,i,'<ile,  Uornian  (jtiitted  liim, 
ran  to\v.ards  the  fort  and  reached  it  in  safety. 

"When  the  alarm  was  given,  the  greater  part  of  the 
inh.abit,'jnts  were  in  the  fort;  hnt  some  had  just  left  it,  to 
attend  to  their  cattle.  Capt.  Simms,  the  commander,  as 
was  the  custom  every  morning  ])cfore  praN'crs,  was  read- 
ing a  chapter  in  the  bible.  He  immediately-  exclaimed, 
'rush  out,  and  assist  those  who  are  out  to  get  in.' 
Most  of  the  men  immediately  rushed  out,  and  each  ran 
where  his  interest  or  affections  led  him;  the  remainder 
chose  positions  in  the  fort,  from  which  they  could  fire  on 
the  enemy. 

"Those  who  were  out,  and  w-ithin  hearing,  instanth' 
started  for  the  fort;  and  the  Indians,  from  every  direction, 
rushed  into  the  street,  filling  the  air  with  their  usual  horrid 
yell.  Mrs.  M 'Kenny  ^  had  gone  to  a  barn,  near  where  Miss 
Fiske's  house  now  stands,  to  milk  her  cow.  She  was  aged 
and  corpulent,  and  could  only  walk  slowly.  When  she  was 
within  a  few  rods  of  the  fort,  a  naked  Indian,  probably- 
the  one  with  whom  Dornian  had  been  wrestling,  darted 
from  the  bushes  on  the  East  side  of  the  street,  ran  up  to 
her,  stabbed  her  in  the  back,  and  crossed  to  the  other  side. 
She  continued  walking,  in  the  same  steady'  pace  as  before, 
until  she  had  nearly  reached  the  gate  of  the  fort,  when  the 
l)lood  gushed  from  her  mouth,  and  she  fell  and  expired. 
John  Bullard  was  at  his  barn,  below  Dr.  Adams's;  he  ran 
towards  the  fort,  but  the  instant  he  arrived  at  the  gate, 
he  received  a  shot  in  his  Ijack.  He  fell,  was  carried  in,  and 
expired  in  a  few  hours.  Mrs.  Clark  was  at  a  barn,  near 
the  Todd  house,  about  fifty  rods  distant.  Leaving  it,  she 
espied  an  Indian  near  her,  who  threw  away  his  gun,  and 
advanced  to  make  her  prisoner.  Slie  gathered  her  clothes 
around  her  waist,  and  started  for  the  fort.  The  Indian  pur- 
sued ;  the  woman,  animated  by  cheers  from  her  friends,  out- 
ran her  pursuer,  who  skulked  back  for  his  gmi.  Nathan 
Blake  w.as  at  liis  barn,  near  where  his  son's  house  now 
stands.  Hearing  the  cry  of  Indians,  and  presuming  his  barn 
would  be  burnt,  he  determined  that  his  cattle  should  not 
be  burnt  with  it.  Throwing  open  his  stable  door,  he  let 
them  loose,  and  presuming  his  retreat  to  the  fort  was  cut 
off,  went  out  at  a  back  door,  intending  to  place  himself  in 
an]bush  at  the  only  place  where  "the  river  could  be  crossed. 
He  had  gone  but  a  few  steps,  when  he  was  hailed  by  a 
party  of  Indians,  concealed  in  a  shop  between  him  and  the 
street.    Looking  back,  he  perceived  several  guns  pointed  at 

Jill  a  record  <>f  l.>irths  ;ui(l  (Kaths.  kcirt  l)j  Mr.  Ichubod  Fihher,  this  name  is 
s-pclt  Maccnnty, 
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him,  and  at  this  instant  several  Indians  started  up  from 
their  places  of  conceahnent  near  him,  upon  which,  feeHng 
himself  in  their  power,  he  ^ave  himself  up.  They  shook 
hands  with  him,  and  to  the  remark  he  made,  that  he  had 
not  vet  breakfasted,  they  smilintjlv  replied,  that  'it  must 
be  a  poor  Enfjiishnian.  who  couUl  not  go  to  Canada  with- 
out his  breakfast.'  Passing  a  cord  around  his  :irms  above 
the  elbows,  and  fastening  them  close  to  his  body,  they  gave 
him  to  the  care  of  one  of  the  partj-,  who  conducted  him  to 
the  woods. 

"The  number  of  Indians  belonging  to  the  part}-,  was 
supposed  to  be  about  100.  They  came  near  the  fort,  on 
every  side,  and  fired  whenever  they  supposed  their  shot 
would  be  effectual.  They,  however,  neither  killed  nor 
wounded  any  one.  The  whites  fired  whenever  an  Indian 
presented  himself,  and  several  of  them  were  seen  to  fall. 
Before  noon,  the  savages  ceased  firing,  but  they  remained 
several  days  in  the  vicinitx-. 

"The  guns  first  fired  were  heard  at  the  fort  in  Swan- 
-  zey,  the  commander  of  which  immediately  sent  an  express 
to  Winchester,  with  information  that  the  Indians  had  made 
an  attack  upon  Upper  Ashuelot.  From  Winchester  an  ex- 
press was  sent  to  the  next  post,  and  so  on  from  post  to 
post  to  Northampton,  where  Col.  Pomeroy  commanded. 
Collecting  all  the  troops,  and  militia  there,  and  pressing 
all  the  horses  in  the  place,  he  instantly,  at  their  head,  set 
out  for  Upper  Ashitelot,  and  on  his  way  added  to  his  num- 
ber all  the  disposable  force  in  the  intermediate  settlements. 
In  little  more  than  4S  hours  from  the  time  the  express 
started  from  Swanzey,  he,  with  400  or  500  men,  arrived 
at  Upper  Ashuelot,  the  distance  down  and  back,  being,  at 
least,  ninety  miles.  The  arrival,  so  soon,  of  this  relief,  was 
as  unexpected,  as  it  was  gratifving  to  the  settlers.  The 
next  morning,  Pomero\-  sent  out  his  men  to  scour  the  woods 
in  search  of  Blake.  While  these  were  absent,  the  Indians 
again  showed  themselves  on  the  meadow,  south-east  of  the 
fort,  where  they  killed  a  number  of  cattle.  To  recall  the 
troops  an  alarm  was  fired,  but  was  not  heard.  In  the 
afternoon,  they  returned  unsuccessful,  and  that  evening 
Mr.  Bullard  and  Mrs.  M'Kenny  were  1)uried.  The  next 
morning,  they  found  the  track  of  the  Indians,  and 
followed  it,  imtil  the}'  came  to  the  place  of  their  en- 
campment at  night.  This  was  East  of  Beech  Hill,  not  far 
from  the  present  residence  of  Capt.  Chapman.  It  appear- 
ing that  they  dispersed,  when  departing  from  this  place. 
the\'  were  pursued  no  farther.  Col.  Pomeroy,  on  his  way 
back  to  the  fort,  found  that  a  house,  belonging  to  a  Mr, 
Heaton,  and  standing  near  the  place  where  his  son's  house 
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now  stands,  had  liecn  burnt.  Anion;::  the  ?ishcs,  they 
discovered  human  l)ones,  and  tlie  le.Lf  of  an  Indian,  nncon- 
suined.  As  it  is  known  to  have  been  the  custom  of  the 
Indians  to  tai^e  the  most  effectual  means  in  their  j)o\ver  to 
conceal  the  atnount  of  their  loss,  they  had  doubtless  ]jlaced 
in  this  house,  before  they  set  it  on  hre,  the  bodies  of  such 
of  their  ])arty  as  had  been  killed,  which  they  had  not  other- 
wise concealed.  The  number,  as  near  as  coukl  be  ascer- 
tained, was  nine,  and  one  or  two  were  burnt  in  the  barn 
of  Mr.  Blake. 

"The  next  da_v,  inquiry  was  made  for  Mark  Ferrv, 
the  hermit.  As  he  did  not  reside  among  them,  and  had 
never  performed  the  duties  of  relation,  friend  or  comj)anion 
to  an}'  of  the  settlers,  they  felt  little  solicitude  for  his 
fate;  but  Col.  Pomerov,  offering  to  send  a  party  of  men, 
the}-  agreed  to  send  a  pilot  to  the  place  where  they  sup- 
posed he  might  be  found.  This  was  Ferr}-  meadow,  on 
the  stream  called  P>rrv  brook,  within  the  present  limits 
of  Sullivan,  whither  he  had  repaired,  as  to  a  place  of 
safety,  when  driven  b}^  the  flood  from  his  cave  on  Bul- 
lard's  Island.  Thtw  fotmd  his  horse  confined  under  the 
shelter  of  the  root  of  a  fallen  tree,  and  looking  further, 
espied  him  perched  high  upon  the  limb  of  a  large  tree,  mend- 
ing his  clothes.  His  personal  ap]iearance  indicated  that  he 
had  not  received  the  benefit  of  shaving,  nor  ablution,  for 
months.  They  com])elled  him  to  descend,  brought  him  to 
the  fort,  led  him  to  the  officers'  (piarters.  and,  with  mock 
formality,  introduced  him  to  all  the  officers  and  gentlemen 
of  the  party. 

"Apprehending  no  farther  danger  to  the  settlers,  Col. 
Pomero\-  and  his  men  returned  to  their  homes. 

"In  the  early  part  of  ^laj-,  the  same,  or  another  party 
of  Indians,  hovered  about  the  settlement,  watching  for  an 
opportunity  to  make  prisoners,  and  to  plunder.  For 
several  successive  nights,  the  watch  imagined  that  they 
heard  some  person  walking  arotmd  the  fort.  When  it  came 
to  the  turn  of  young  M'Kenn}-,  whose  mother  had  been 
killed,  to  watch,  he  declared  he  should  fire,  on  hearing  the 
least  noise  without  the  fort.  In  the  dead  of  night,  he 
thought  he  heard  some  person  at  the  picket  gate,  endeav- 
oring to  ascertain  its  strength.  Having  loaded  his  gun, 
as  was  usual  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  country,  with 
two  balls  and  several  buck  shot,  he  fired  through  the 
gate,  which  was  made  of  thin  boards.  In  the  morning 
blood  was  discovered  on  the  spot,  and  also  a  number  of 
beads,  supposed  to  have  been  cut,  by  the  shot,  from  the 
wampum  of  the  Indian." 

(Annals,  pages  19-22.) 
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The  Indians  appeared  also  at  other  settlements.  On 
the  27th  of  April  a  garrisoned  house  at  Hopkinton  was 
surprised,  and  ci,2:ht  persons  were  carried  away  captives. 
At  No.  4,  earl^'  in  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  Ma\',  the 
women  went  out  to  milk  the  cows,  as  was  the  custom  in 
those  da^'s,  guarded  bv  several  soldiers  under  Major  Josiah 
Willard,  son  of  Col.  Willard,  the  commander  at  Fort  Dum- 
mer.  Eight  Indians  were  concealed  in  the  barn,  and  as 
the  part\'  approached  the3-  fired,  killing  Seth  Putnam. 
The  Indians  sprang  out  to  secure  his  scalp,  were  met  b\'  a 
volley-  from  the  guard,  and  two  of  the  Indians  were  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  Indians  seized  their  dying  companions 
and  made  a  hasty  retreat.  The  same  day  two  men  were 
killed  and  one  captured  at  Contoocook.  On  the  6th  of  May, 
at  Lower  Ashuelot,  Deacon  Timothy  Brown  and  Robert 
Maffett  were  captured  and  taken  to  Canada  but  they 
afterwards  returned. 

As  the  alarm  increased  Massachusetts  sent  more  troops 
to  guard  the  settlers.  Capt.  Daniel  Paine  was  sent  to  No. 
4  with  a  troop  of  horse  to  reinforce  Capt.  Stevens  and 
to  patrol  the  coimtry,  arriving  on  the  24th  of  Maj', 
while  the  enemy  in  large  numbers  were  lying  in  ambush 
near  the  fort.  Some  of  his  men  had  a  curiosity  to  see  the 
place  where  Putnam  was  killed,  and  went  out  with  some 
of  the  inhabitants  to  view  the  spot.  They  were  warned 
of  the  danger  by  Capt.  Stevens,  but  persisted  in  going. 
As  the3'  started  out,  the  Indians  rose  and  fired,  and  at- 
tempted to  get  between  the  part^^  and  the  fort.  But  Capt. 
Stevens  rushed  out  with  his  men,  and  a  sharp  fight  ensued 
in  which  five  white  men  were  killed  and  about  the  same 
number  of  the  Indians.  Ensign  Obadiah  Sartwell  was 
captured  and  taken  to  Canada.  The  Indians  retreated, 
leaving  arms,  packs  and  blankets  behind  them. 

At  this  time  John  Hawks  of  Deerfield,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  Upper  Ashuelot,  who  assisted  in  laying  out 
and  surveying  the  lots,  was  a  sergeant  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Massachusetts  (at  North  Adams)  with 
twenty  men.  On  the  9th  of  May  he  and  John  Mighills 
were  out  a  short  distance  from  the  fort.  "  Mighills 
was   mounted,    and    Hawks    got    up   behind    to  cross 
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Hoosac  river.  FIc  was  in  the  act  of  flismountin'j.  when 
two  Indians  ai)]>earcd ;  one  fired  upon  thein,  wounding 
lK)tli.  Migliills  escaped  to  the  fort,  but  Hawks  fell  to  the 
ground,  with  a  shot  in  his  left  arm.  Both  Indians  dro])])ed 
their  guns,  and  ruslied  towards  him  for  his  scalp;  but 
Hawks  was  not  ready  to  part  with  that  iiseful  appendage. 
He  rallied  instantly,  and  resting  his  gun  on  his  wounded 
arm,  covered  the  approaching  foe.  Both  dodged;  one  down 
a  bank,  the  other  behind  a  tree,  frotn  which  shelter  neither 
dared  venture  to  reach  the  loaded  gun  which  one  Indian 
had  dropped,  in  an  exposed  place.  Hawks  kept  them  both 
at  bay  until  they  called  for  quarter,  as  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared, which  the  wounded  man  unfortunately  did  not 
understand.  Finding,  after  a  w^hile,  that  Hawks  had  the 
best  of  the  game,  both  ran  off  in  different  directions.  The 
spirit  shown  by  Hawks  on  this  occasion  earned  him  the 
confidence  of  his  officers  and  the  respect  of  his  enemies,  and 
neither  had  cau.se  to  change  their  sentiments  at  his  next 
appearance  before  the  public."  (History'  of  Deerfield,  vol. 
1,  page  542.) 

A  few  days  later  Capt.  Ephraim  Brown,  of  Sudburv', 
Mass.,  was  sent  to  No.  4  with  an  additional  con^pau}'  of 
troops.  On  the  19th  of  June,  Captains  Stevens  and  Brown, 
with  about  fifty  men,  went  out  to  look  after  the  horses 
of  the  troopers  and  others  which  had  been  turned  into  the 
meadow  to  graze.  Their  dogs  warned  them  of  Indians 
near,  and  the}'  discovered  an  ambush  of  about  150  of  the 
cnenu'.  The  savages  started  up,  and  the  soldiers  gave 
them  the  first  fire  and  followed  it  up  with  a  brisk  fusilade, 
killing  and  wounding  many.  Finding  themselves  at  dis- 
advantage, as  they  were  on  higher  ground  and  as  they 
shot  over  and  hit  but  few  of  the  wdiites,  the  Indians  re- 
treated into  a  swamp,  leaving  behind  them  arms,  packs, 
blankets,  etc.,  which  ''sold  for  40  pounds  old  tenor.  This 
was  reckoned  a  great  boot^^  from  such  beggarh-  enemies." 
But  the  troops  were  glad  to  escape  from  such  numbers, 
and  retired  into  their  fort. 

In  July  tw^o  men  were  killed,  two  wounded  and  two 
captured  at  Fort  Bridgman.  During  the  same  month  Capt. 
Eleazer  Melvin  was  sent  with  a  company  of  Mty  rangers 
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to  scout  in  the  Connecticut  Yalle\%  with  headquarters  at 
Northfield. 

A  compau\'  of  scouts  under  Capt.  Jeremiah  Clough,  of 
Canterbury,  patrolled  the  borders  of  Lake  Winnepesaukee 
and  the  Pemigewasset  river,  and  others  under  Captains 
Drake  and  Todd  were  kept  active  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  province. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1746,  Col.  Willard  went  from  Fort 
Dummer  to  Hinsdell's  mills  with  a  team  and  twenty  men 
to  grind  corn.  After  the  guard  had  been  set  they  discov- 
ered Indians  in  ambush,  and  opened  fire.  Col.  Willard 
shouted  to  his  men  to  rush  at  them.  His  defiant  manner 
terrified  the  Indians  and  they  fled,  leaving  behind  them 
what  the  Indian  never  parted  with  if  he  could  avoid  it  — 
their  packs  of  provisions.    Only  one  soldier  was  wounded. 

Sometime  in  Juh"  Capt.  Joseph  How  of  Marlboro, 
Mass.,  was  sent  to  No.  4  with  his  troop  of  thirty-eight 
horsemen.  Dogs  played  an  important  part  in  the  strife  of 
the  pioneers  with  the  Indians.  Their  instincts  led  them  to 
distrust  and  hate  the  savages,  their  peculiar  movements 
and  suggestive  growl  gave  warning  of  the  approach  of  the 
stealth\-  foe,  and  the3'  were  often  used  to  follow  the  Indian 
trail. 

On  the  3d  of  August  these  faithful  companions  gave 
warning  to  the  inhabitants  of  No.  4  that  Indians  were 
near.  To  ascertain  the  facts,  Capt.  Stevens  sent  out  a 
scouting  part}'.  Immediately  upon  leaving  the  fort  they 
were  fired  upon  and  Ebenezer  Philips  was  killed.  The 
Indians  then  advanced  in  large  numbers  and  laid  siege  to 
the  fort.  They  burned  buildings  and  killed  cattle,  while 
the  soldiers  from  behind  their  works  watched  their  oppor- 
tunit}'  to  bring  down  a  redskin.  At  the  end  of  two  days 
the  Indians  withdrew  and  went  down  the  river,  commit- 
ting outrages  at  several  places.  About  thirty  of  them 
waylaid  a  part}'  in  the  road  at  Winchester.  As  six  men 
were  passing  along  they  fired  on  thctn,  killing  Joseph 
Rawson  and  wounding  Amasa  Wright.  The}'  also  mortalh' 
wounded  young  Benjamin  Wright,  at  Northfield.  On 
the  5th,  Captain  Stevens  with  sixty  men  followed  them 
to  Great  Meadows,  where    he   remained    two  davs  to 
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guard  the  settlers  wliile  they  rea]')ecl  thdr  grain.  Return- 
ing to  No.  4  on  tlie  8th,  he  found  that  the  remainder  of 
the  cattle,  horses  and  most  of  the  hogs  had  been  killed 
during  his  absence. 

When  the  I'eport  of  this  attack  on  No.  4  reached  Bos- 
ton, Gov.  Shirlej'  sent  acompan}'  of  fresh  troops,  mounted, 
under  Capt.  Josiah  Brown,  to  relieve  Ca]3t.  Ephraim  Brown 
and  his  company;  and  soon  afterwards  sent  Capt.  Win- 
chester with  another  troop  of  horse,  each  of  the  companies 
taking  all  the  provisions  they  could  carry,  for  the  relief  of 
the  garrison. 

It  was  by  those  troops,  scouting  and  holding  the  ad- 
vanced posts,  that  Upper  Ashuelot  was  protected.  But 
cavalry  w^as  not  adapted  to  warfare  against  the  Indians 
in  those  dense  forests,  and  late  in  the  fall  they  were  re- 
called to  Massachusetts. 

During  the  same  months  there  were  raids  in  the  central 
and  eastern  parts  of  the  province.  At  Rochester  five  men 
were  killed  and  two  captured,  and  two  were  captured  at 
Contoocook.  At  Penacook,  on  the  11th  of  August,  Lieut. 
Jonathan  Bradlev  and  seven  men  were  ambushed  about  one 
mile  west  of  the  fort.  The  lieutenant,  his  brother  Samuel 
and  three  others  were  killed,  two  were  captured,  and  one 
escaped. 

Sergt.  John  Hawks  was  still  in  commjind  of  Fort 
Massachusetts.  On  the  20th  of  August  about  750  French 
and  Indians  under  Gen.  Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil  made  a 
furious  attack  on  the  fort.  Hawks  and  his  men  defended 
the  post  braveh-  and  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  for  twent3'-- 
eight  hours  in  spite  of  their  numbers.  The  French  general 
then  asked  for  a  ])arley,  and  offered  protection  if  th&y 
would  surrender.  Finding  that  their  ammunition  was 
nearly  expended  and  that  several  of  the  men  were  sick, 
they  surrendered,  prisoners  of  war  to  the  French.  Thirty- 
two  men,  women  and  children  were  taken  to  Canada, 
where  several  of  them  died.  So  vigorous  and  determined 
had  been  the  defence  that  nearly  fifty  of  the  enemy  had 
been  killed  or  mortally  wounded.  Few  were  slightly 
wounded,  for  the  besieged  were  sparing  of  their  ammuni- 
tion and  shot  to  kill.     Hawks  lost  but  one  man.  W^e 
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shall  have  more  to  relate  of  this  daring  soldier  and  pioneer 
of  Upper  As;hueIot  farther  on.  The  fort  was  burned  (but 
afterwards  rebuilt),  and  about  one  hundred  and  fift_v  biiild- 
ing-s  of  the  Dutch  settlers  on  the  lioosack  river  were 
destroyed  on  the  retreat  of  the  enern^-  towards  Canada. 
After  this  there  was  quiet  in  the  Connecticut  valley  for 
the  rest  of  the  year. 

Finding  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  costly  and  ineffec- 
tual, Massachusetts  withdrew  her  soldiers  from  all  the  posts 
in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  except  Fort  Dummer.  Four 
families  remained  in  Shattuck's  fort  in  Hinsdale.  On  the 
30th  of  March  a  party  of  thirty  to  forty  Indians  made  an 
attack  and  attempted  to  burn  the  fort.  They  succeeded  in 
setting  fire  to  the  south  end,  but  the  wind  suddenly  changed 
and  the  fort  was  saved.  Struck  with  superstitious  fear  at 
this  incident  the  savages  abandoned  the  attempt  and  with- 
drew. 

According  to  the  records  the  proprietors  held  their  last 
meeting  in  Upper  Ashuelot  previotas  to  abandoning  the  place 
on  the  19th  of  March,  1747  —  David  Nims,  moderator. 
"Upon  v*^  anicle  voted  The  sum  of  Forty  Pounds  Law- 
ful Money  of  Xew  England,  or  one  Hundred  and  Sixt}' 
pounds  old  Tenor  for  3-''  Rev"^  Mr.  Bacon's  support  for  y'^ 
Present  year,  w'^  will  be  out  October  y*^  IStb,  17-i7,  or  this 
Date."  Certain  sums  were  voted  to  those  who  had  fur- 
nished labor  and  materials  for  finishing  the  meetinghouse. 
No  record  is  found  of  an^-  meeting  of  the  proprietors  after 
this  date  until  1753,  although  there  is  evidence  that  some 
of  them  returned  as  earh-  as  1749. 

Wise  counsels  prevailed  on  the  Massachusetts  legisla- 
ture to  resume  their  defence  of  the  settlements  in  the  Con- 
necticut valley",  and  on  the  opening  of  spring,  1747,  a 
company  of  fort}'  men  under  Lieut.  Bradstreet  was  sent 
to  Fort  Dummer,  and  a  few  soldiers  were  sent  to  each  of 
the  smaller  posts  along  the  frontier. 

Towards  the  last  of  March,  Capt.  Phineas  Stevens  was 
sent  to  No.  4  with  his  compau}-  of  thirty  rangers.  He 
found  the  fort  in  good  condition  and  the  cabins  still  stand- 
ing. His  arrival  was  timely,  for,  on  the  4th  of  April,  the 
faithful  dogs  again  gave  warning  that  the  enemy  was 
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near.  A  force  of  several  hundred  French  and  Indians 
under  Gen.  Debeline  la}'  in  ainbu.sh  near  the  fort.  Being 
discovered  they  began  an  attack,  set  fire  to  the  I)uildings 
and  fences  on  all  sides,  and  shot  flaming  arrows  into  the 
fort  in  a  determined  effort  to  burn  it.  Capt,  Stevens  bad 
trenches  opened  under  the  walls  to  allow  his  men  to  go 
through  and  extinguish  the  flames.  The  fire  from  the 
fences  and  l)uildings  did  not  reach  the  fort,  and  the  arrows 
were  harmless.  The  enemy  continued  the  attack  for  two 
da^s,  with  hideous  shouts  and  ^ells,  and  then  asked  for  a 
cessation  of  the  fight  and  a  parley.  The  next  morning, 
Gen.  Debeline  came  forward  with  sixt}'  men  under  a  flag 
of  truce,  and  Capt.  Stevens  met  him  with  twenty  men. 
Del)eline  proposed  a  surrender  of  the  fort,  which  Stevens 
refused.  They  returned  to  their  commands  and  the  fight 
was  kept  up  all  that  da}-.  On  the  morning  of  the  fourth 
day,  another  parley  was  held,  and  the  enemy  made  urgent 
appeals  for  provisions  to  be  sold  to  them.  The  poor 
wretches  were  starving,  and  were  fighting  with  desperation 
to  obtain  food.  Their  request  was  ver}'  properly  refused, 
and  with  some  parting  shots  the}'  withdrew.  Capt. 
Stevens  and  his  thirty  men  had  had  no  rest  or  sleep  dur- 
ing all  this  time,  and,  although  they  were  under  a  terrific 
fire,  all  behaved  with  great  gallantry'.  Their  loss  was  but 
two  men  wotmded,  so  well  did  their  works  protect  them. 
An  express  was  sent  to  Boston,  and  the  news  caused  great 
rejoicing.  Commodore  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  -the  naval 
officer  in  command  there,  was  so  pleased  that  he  gave 
Capt.  Stevens  an  elegant  sword  in  token  of  appreciation 
of  his  gallantr}-.  In  return,  when  the  place  was  chartered 
b\'  New  Hampshire  in  1753  it  was  named  Charlestown  in 
honor  of  Sir  Charles. ^ 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Upper  Ashuelot  was  aban- 
doned and  the  inhabitants  returned  to  their  former  homes, 
or  sought  safety  in  towns  less  exposed  to  attack.  And 
Lower  Ashuelot  and  Winchester  were  abandoned  at  the 
same  time.  We  have  seen  that  a  few  da\'S  pre\-ious,  on 
the  19th  of  March,  the  proprietors  had  held  a  meeting  in 

1  Belknap's  History  of  New  Uninpshire,  vol.  2,  page  2.51  ;  Barstow's  Historj- 
of  i^t'w  H.mipstiirs',  page  11B4. 
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the  fort,  passed  the  usual  votes  in  town  affairs,  and  pro- 
vided for  the  salary  of  their  minister,  whose  year  was  to 
expire  in  October  —  all  indicating  that  at  that  time  they 
had  no  intention  of  leaving.  But  a  few  da3'S  were  sufficient 
to  change  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs.  The  fight  at  No.  4 
had  been  a  very  important  one.  Debeline  had  a  large  force 
for  those  times  —  Whiton  puts  the  number  at  400,  and  some 
writers  much  higher  than  that  —  while  Stevens  had  but 
thirty.  The  combined  forces  of  all  the  posts  in  the  Con- 
necticut valley  north  of  Deerfield  did  not  exceed  100  men; 
and  there  was  no  movable  force  to  meet  this  active  body 
of  French  and  Indians. 

After  Debeline's  repulse  at  No.  4,  he  divided  his  follow- 
ers and  sent  them  in  small  parties  to  attack  other  settle- 
ments. At  Northfield  the\'  killed  and  scalped  Nathaniel 
Dickinson  and  Asahel  Burt.  Otiier  bodies  of  the  enemy 
were  also  operating  in  western  Massachusetts,  and  in  east- 
ern New  Hampshire  attacks  were  made  at  Rochester,  Pen- 
acook,  Suncook  and  other  places  in  that  part  of  the  prov- 
ince.   It  was  a  time  of  general  alarm. 

"The  inhabitants  remained  in  the  fort  until  March,  or 
April,  1747.  About  this  time  they  passed  an  informal 
vote  ['  on  the  common,  in  the  haste  of  their  departure '] 
releasing  Mr.  Bacon,  their  minister,  from  all  his  obligations 
to  them,  and  resolved  to  abandon  the  settlement,  which 
resolution  was  immediately  executed.  Soon  after,  a  party 
of  Indians  1  visited  the  place,  and  burnt  all  the  buildings, 
except  the  mill  on  Beaver  brook,  and  the  house  in  which 
the  miller  had  resided." 

(Annals,  page  22.) 

"  '  There  were  Thirty-one  Dwelling  houses  *  *  *  Sun- 
dry barns  and  a  Fort,'  a  meetinghouse,  a  saw  mill  and  a 
grist  mill.  All  were  burned  except  four  houses,  one  barn 
and  the  mills.  And  such  horses  as  they  could  not  take 
with  them  and  all  the  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  were  killed." 

(State  Papers,  vol.  12,  page  310.) 

Another  reason  for  leaving  the  place  was  that  for  two 
years  the}'  had  been  able  to  raise  but  very  little  on  their 
land  from  fear  of  being  attacked  b}-  the  Indians,  and  they 
must  have  been  short  of  provisions,  with  no  likelihood  of 

1  "  DooUttk-'s  Xarr.Ttive  "  saj-s  that  when  repulsed  at  Shatttick's  the  Indi.ins 
burned  on  their  retreat  the  deserted  i^ettlements  at  Winchester,  Hinsdale  and 
Upper  and  Lower  Ashuelot. 
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raising  anything  in  the  season  a])])roacl]ing.  The  terror- 
stricken  inhabitants  therefore  gathered  nj)  the  few  valu- 
al)lcs  they  possessed,  packed  such  as  were  portable  on 
horses  or  took  them  on  their  persons,  l)uried  some,  left 
the  remainder  with  their  caliins,  to  be  dcstro3ed  by  the 
savages,  and  turned  their  stejjs  in  liaste  and  sadness  away 
from  those  homes  they  had  so  recently  estabhshcd,  where 
the^^  liad  hoped  to  spend  many  3'ears  of  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

They  fled  to  Fort  Dummer,  where  Capt.  Josiah  Wil- 
lard,  Jr.,"^  had  a  small  company'  of  soldiers,  under  his 
father,  Col.  Josiah  Willard,  commander  of  the  post.  The 
women  and  children,  and  most  of  the  men,  continued  their 
journey  to  the  lower  towns,  but  several  of  the  men  from 
Upper  Ashuelot,  and  some  from  the  lower  township,  joined 
Capt.  Willard's  company  to  fight  the  Indians.  The  com- 
pany then  numbered  twenty-six  men  besides  the  captain. 
That  compan}' was  stationed  at  "  Ashuelott,"  June  21,  and 
remained,  with  additions  in  174-8  and  reductions  in  1749, 
until  Nov.  27,  1749;  serving  part  of  the  time  at  Fort 
Dummer.  Capt.  Melvin's  company  of  rangers  at  North- 
field  was  increased  to  sixty  men,  and  he  remained  in  the 
Connecticut  valley  through  that  season,  scouting  the 
country  and  doing  good  service. 

Raids  from  the  enem3^  were  less  frequent  during  the 
summer  of  1747,  probably  for  the  reason  that  all  the  in- 
habitants had  been  driven  from  these  upper  towns,  yet 
the  settlers  of  the  lower  towns  were  never  free  from  the 
dread  of  an  attack  from  providing  savages.  In  this  war 
the  Indians  killed  fewer  of  those  who  fell  into  their  hands 
than  formerly.  The  bounties  and  redemption  money  paid 
for  captives  induced  them  to  spare  their  lives. 

"Roll  of  Capt.  Josiah  Willard  jr's  companv  at  Ashue- 
lott. June  21,  1747,  to  Feb.  10,  174S. 

Josiah  Willard,  captain.    .  Asahel  Graves 

William  Syms  (Sims)  lieutenant.  Benoni  Right  (Wright) 
Elias  Alexander,  serg't.  Hezekiah  Elmer 

Jeremiah  Hall,*  clerk.  James  Jewel 

William  Smeed,*  corp.  Jethro  Wheeler 

iCapt.  Willard  wfis  relieved  in  July,  3  74-9,  hj  Capt.  John  Catlin,  -w  as  pro- 
moteii  to  lieutenant  colonel  and  succeeded  his  father,  who  died  in  1750,  in  com- 
luand  ol"  Fort  Dummer. 
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David  Nynis*  (Xims)  ceutinel. 
Samuel  Hills 
Nathaniel  Hills 
Nathan  Fairbanks* 
Thomas  Cresson 
Thomas  Cresson  jr. 
James  Heaton 
Samuel  Heaton 
William  Heaton  / 


James  Johnson 


Joseph  Alexander 


Bcuj.  Melvin 


Jeremiah  Plall  jr.  * 


Ebenezer  Day  * 
Thomas  Ta3'lor 
William  Grimes 
Titus  Belding-." 


(Massachijsetts  Archives.) 


Those  marked  with  a  *  were  from  Upper  Ashuelot;  Jo- 
seph Richardson,  also  from  this  place,  joined  the  company 
afterwards  and  was  killed  in  a  fight  with  the  Indians  in 
174-S;  Samuel  Hall,  Nathaniel  Fairbanks  and  Peter  "Ha- 
v^'ood  "  (Hayward).  afterwards  citizens  of  Keenc,  joined  the 
company  later;  and  Daniel  Maccany  (McKeenv  or  Mc- 
Kenny),  of  Upper  Ashuelot,  joined  Capt.  Hpbbs'  com- 
pany at  No.  4. 

"It  has  already' been  mentioned,  that  Mr.  Blake,  when 
captured,  was  pinioned,  and  conducted  by  an  Indian  into 
the  woods.  After  travelling  about  two  miles,  they  came 
to  a  small  stony  brook,  i  The  Indian  stooped  to  drink, 
and  as  Blake's  hands  were  not  confined,  he  thought  he 
could  easily  take  up  a  stone  and  beat  out  his  brains.  He 
silenth'  pra3"ed  for  direction;  and  his  next  thought  was, 
that  he  should  always  regret  that  he  had  killed  an  Indian 
in  that  situation  and  he  refrained. 

"No  particulars  of  his  journey  to  Canada  have  been 
obtained,  except  that  he  passed  hy  Charlestown.  At  Mon- 
treal, he,  with  another  prisoner  of  the  name  of  W'arren, 
was  compelled  to  run  the  gauntlet.  Warren,  receiving  a 
blow  in  the  face,  knocked  down  the  Indian  who  gave  it ; 
upon  which,  he  was  assaulted  by  several,  who  beat  him 
unmercifulh",  making  him  a  cripple  for  life.  Blake,  exhibit- 
ing more  patience  and  fortitude,  received  no  considerable 
injur}'.  He  was  then  conducted  to  Quebec,  and  thence  to 
■an  Indian  village  several  miles  North  of  that  place,  called 
Conissadawga.  -  He  was  a  strong,  athletic  man,  and  pos- 
sessed many  qualities  which  procured  him  the  respect  of 
the  savages.  He  could  run  with  great  speed,  and  in  all  the 
trials  to  which  he  was  put,  and  the}-  were  many  and  se- 
vere, he  beat  every  antagonist. 

i"The  farm  of  my  grandfather,  Henry  Ellis,  was  the  first  on  tlie  right  hnnd 
beyond  the  four  comers  on  the  Surrx  rortd.  about  half  n  mile  beyond  the  stone 
bridge.  About  fortj'  rods  cnsi  of  tiie  binlclinRs  a  good  spnns  "fiow.';  down  to 
th«  river.  There  was  %vhere  K:^than  Blake  had  the  chance  to  knock  ont  the 
brains  of  the  Indian,  hnt  prudently  desisted." — Samuel  P.  Ellis,  born  and  brought 
np  on  that  farm. 

2In  Jefferson's  NTotes  on  Virginia,  "Conissadawga"  occurs  as  the  name  of  a 
Canadian  tribe  of  Indiavis,. 
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"Not  Ioii^j:  nfuT  his  arriv.'il  at  the  village,  the  tribe  lost 
a  chief  Ijy  sickness.  As  soon  as  his  rleceasc  Avas  made 
known,  tlic  wc^nien  repaired  to  his  wigwam,  and  with 
tears,  sol)S,  and  clamorous  lamentations,  mourned  his 
death.  The  funeral  ceremonies  ]:)erformed,  the  men  sought 
Blake,  dressed  him  in  the  Indian  costume,  and  invested 
him  with  all  the  authority  and  privileges  of  tlie  deceased, 
as  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe,  and  as  husband  of  the 
widow.  In  the  family  to  which  he  now  stood  in  the  rela- 
tion of  father,  there  were,  as  he  has  often  remarked,  sev- 
eral daughters  of  uncommon  beaut\-. 

"  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  good  fortune,  he  still  had 
difficulties  to  encounter.  The  tribe  was  divided  into  two 
parties,  his  friends  and  his  enemies.  The  former  consisted 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  tribe,  who  respected  him  for  cinal- 
ities,  to  which,  they  had  not  equal  pretensions ;  the  latter, 
of  tliose  who  were  envious  of  his  success,  and  had  been 
worsted  in.  their  contests  with  him.  These,  to  humble  his 
l)ride,  sent  far  into  the  northern  wilderness,  and  procured 
a  celebrated  Indian  runner,  to  run  against  him.  At  the 
time  assigned,  the  whole  tribe  assembled  to  witness  the 
race;  and  a  Frenchman,  from  Quebec,  happened  to  be 
present.  Perceiving  the  excitement  among  them,  he  ad- 
vised Blake  to  permit  himself  to  be  beaten,  intimating  that 
fatal  consequences  might  ensue,  if  he  did  not.  The  race 
was  run,  and  Rlake,  as  advised  })y  the  Frenchman,  per- 
mitted his  antagonist  to  reach  the  goal,  a  moment  before 
he  did.  He  persisted,  however,  after  his  return  from  cap- 
tivit3',  in  declaring  that  he  might  have  beaten  him  if  he 
had  tried.  The  event  of  the  race  restored  harmony  to  the 
tribe,  and  Blake  was  permitted  to  live  in  peace. 

"  But,  remembering  the  family  he  had  left,  he  felt  anx- 
ious to  return  to  his  home.  After  much  intercession,  the 
tribe  proposed,  that,  if  he  would  build  a  house,  like  those 
of  the  English,  he  should  be  permitted  to  go  to  Quebec. 
Presuming,  that,  when  there,  he  could  more  easily  obtain 
his  liberty,  he  gladh'  acceded  to  the  proposition.  With  such 
tools  as  the  Indians  possessed,  he  prepared  the  necessary- 
timber,  splitting  the  boards  from  the  tree,  and  soon  com- 
pleted his  task.  He  then  went  to  Quebec,  and  gave  himself 
up  to  the  French.  He  had  been  there  but  a  short  time, 
when  his  Indian  w'ife  came  in  a  canoe  to  reclaim  him.  He 
refused  to  return;  but  she  soliciting  and  even  demanding 
it,  he  declared  to  her,  that,  if  he  should  be  compelled  to 
set  out  with  her,  he  would  overturn  the  canoe,  and  drown 
her;  upon  which,  she  concluded  to  return  without  him. 
In  the  fall,  the  French  commandant  gave  Blake  his  elec- 
tion to  pass  the  winter,  as  a  laborer,  wath  a  farmer,  in  the 
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\'icii]itv  of  Quebec,  or  be  confined  in  the  common  gaol.  He 
chose  the  latter,  and  had  no  reason  to  regret  his  choice,  as 
he  had  a  comfortable  room,  and  sufficient  rations  assigned 
him.  He  remained  in  confinement  until  spring,  when  his 
liberation  was  procured  in  the  manner  which  will  now  be 
related."  (Annals,  pages  23-4.) 

On  the  16th  of  October,  Col.  Josiah  Willard,  com- 
mander at  Fort  Dummer,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Alexander  ^  of 
Northfield,  and  "Dr.  Hall"  (Jeremiah),  of  Upper  Ashuclot, 
started  from  Fort  Dummer  to  go  to  Northfield.  Near  the 
Winchester  line,  a  little  south  of  the  Ashuelot  river,  the}' 
met  some  cattle  running  as  if  being  driven  off.  Their 
suspicions  were  aroused,  £ind  Capt.  Alexander  rode  on  a 
little  in  advance  to  reconnoitre.  Suddenly  he  came  upon 
a  inan  in  French  uniform,  who  dodged  behind  a  tree,  but 
at  the  same  instant  the  captain  fired  and  shot  him  in  the 
breast.  He  fell,  but  immediately  rose  and  came  forward, 
asking  in  French  for  quarter.  But  none  of  the  party  un- 
derstood his  language,  and  supposing  him  to  be  dying, 
and  that  the  shot  would  bring  all  his  party  upon  them, 
they  took  his  papers  from  him,  left  him  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  and  hurried  on  to  Northfield. 

Among  the  papers  was  his  commission,  (still  in 
possession  of  Capt.  Alexander's  descendants)  dated  at 
Montreal,  Sept.  27  (16,  O.  S.),  1747.  This  showed  that  he 
was  a  cadet  from  Canada  in  command  of  forty  savages, 
sent  out  hx  Bouberthelat,  commander  at  Montreal,  to 
make  war  upon  the  English  settlements.  His  name  was 
Pierre  Raiml)ault  St.  Blein.  He  was  sometimes  called 
Sieur  Simblin.  Hearing  the  shot,  his  })arty  hastened  to 
him  and  carried  him  a  short  distance,  but  believing,  as 
did  the  other  part}',  that  their  leader  was  dying,  and 
fearing  an  attack,  they  abandoned  him  and  hastened  back 
to  Canada,  where  thay  reported  that  he  was  killed  by  a 
part}'  of  twenty  horsemen. 

But  the  FVenchraan,  though  deserted  by  both  friends 
and  foes,  did  not  die.  He  dressed  and  bound  up  his  woimd 
as  well  as  he  could,  lived  on  his  few  rations  and  what 
the  woods  afforded,  and  four   da^'s    later  appeared  at 

^Thc  same  Dtacon  Alexstuic'r  who  Jui(3  jiilottd  thi-  fir^-t  partv  of  proprietors 
to  Upjjer  Asbnelot  in  3  734-. 
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Nortlificlfl,  five  miles  distant,  nnd  surrendered  to  Capt.  Alex- 
ander, tlic  first  man  lie  met,  and  the  one  wlio  liad  sliot  him. 
He  was  kindly  treated  and  ])]aced  under  tlie  eare  of  Rev. 
Benjamin  Doolittle,  i  who  was  not  only  the  minister  of  the 
settlement,  but  surgeon  and  ])h3'sieian  as  well.  Under  his 
treatment  the  young  man  soon  recovered,  and  in  less  than 
four  weeks  was  able  to  be  sent  to  Boston. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  "Chevalier  de  Longueil " 
with  fort\-  Canadians  and  Indians  surjjrised  twelve  men 
near  No.  4,  killed  Nathaniel  Gould  and  Thomas  Goodale, 
wounded  Oliver  Aver\',  and  took  John  Anderson  prisoner. 
From  his  captive,  Longueil  learned  that  the  yonng  French 
officer  was  alive  and  had  been  sent  to  Boston.  This  fact 
was  reported  to  the  governor  at  Quebec  on  the  3d  of 
December. 

Kainibault  was  a  person  of  good  family,  courteous  and 
gentlemanly,  Wcis  treated  with  kindness  and  consideration 
b^'  Gov.  Shirlcw,  and  made  quite  a  sensation  among 
the  society  women  of  Boston.  But  he  had  no  desire  to 
remain  a  ])risoner,  and  soon  negotiated  with  the  governor 
for  an  exchange.  Being  an  officer,  he  agreed  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  governor  of  Canada  to  the  release  of  two 
English  prisoners  for  himself. 

Scrgt.  John  Hawks  had  now^  reached  Boston  on  his 
return  from  captivity.  He  was  regarded  as  something  of 
a  hero  from  his  gallant  defence  of  Fort  Massachusetts  and 
was  soon  after  ^jromoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  The 
governor  appointed  Hawks,  with  Mathcw  Clesson  and 
Samuel  Taylor  of  Deerfield  as  assistants,  to  take  the 
prisoner  to  Canada  and  bring  back  two  English  capt:ives 
in  exchange. 

Hawks  was  a  personal  friend  of  Blake,  having  been 
well  acquainted  with  him  here  in  the  earh'  days  of  the 
settlement,  when  they  worked  together  in  the  same  sur- 
veying party,  laying  out  divisions  of  land.  He  also  had  a 
nephew  in  captivity — young  Samuel  Allen  of  Deerfield  — 
and  it  was  agreed  that  Blake  and  Allen  should  be  the  two 
prisoners  to  be  exchanged  for  Kaimbault. 

1  The  same  who  presided  over  the  council  thai  ordained  Kev.  Mr.  Bacon  and 
established  the  church  here  in  173S;  and  author  of  Doolittle's  Narrative"  from 
which  this  story  is  larjjcly  t.'ikcn. 
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The  prisoner  was  sent  to  Deerfiekl,  and  tTie  four  men 
were  there  fitted  out  with  supplies;  and  on  Tuesday,  Feb. 
S,  174S,  they  started  on  snowshocs  with  their  provisions 
on  their  backs  —  the  three  men  well  armed  and  ecjuipped. 

The  Annals  say :  "  Considering  it  possible  that  the 
French  Governor  might  refuse  to  ratify  the  cng'agcmeut  of 
the  Lieutenant,  Mrs.  Blake  furnished  Hawks  with  funds 
to  redeem  her  husband."  It  is  probable  that  she  was  then 
at  Wrentham,  near  Boston,  the  home  f)f  the  Blakes, 
where  she  would  be  likely  to  go  when  their  new  home 
was  abandoned,  and  that  Hawks  saw  her  there  before 
starting  for  Deerfield. 

On  the  10th,  thej^  reached  No.  4,  and  the  next  day 
marched  up  Black  river  to  what  is  now  Cavendish.  All 
that  region  was  then  a  dense  wilderness,  and  thev  en- 
camped that  night  on  a  hill  known  ever  since  as  Hawks's 
mountain.  The  snow  was  deep,  the  weather  cold,  and 
their  bivouac  each  night  was  in  the  dr^-  snow,  where  a 
fire  could  be  made  with  the  dead  branches  of  trees. 

At  No.  4,  the  suggestion  was  niade  that  a  part3' 
should  go  with  them  one  day's  march  to  assist  in  carry- 
ing their  luggage,  but  that  post  had  been  neglected  by  the 
Massachusetts  officials  in  the  distribution  of  snowshoes, 
and  the  men  could  not  go.  This  defect  in  the  outfit  of 
the  fort  was  noticed  by  St.  Blein,  without  doubt,  for  on 
the  very  day  of  the  arrival  of  Hawks  and  his  part}'  at 
Montreal,  Galissonierc,  then  governor  of  Canada,  sent  out 
a  French  cadet  with  seventeen  Indians  to  our  frontier. 
On  the  15th  of  March,  they  came  upon  eight  men  who 
were  getting  wood  about  sixty  rods  from  the  fort  at  No. 
4,  without  snowshoes,  and  could  not  escape.  They  killed 
Charles  Stevens,  wounded  Nathan  Andrews  and  captured 
Eleazur  Priest.  They  then  went  leisurely  away,  as  they 
could  not  be  pursued,  and  reached  Montreal,  March  29, 
with  one  prisoner  and  one  scalp. 

Pursuing  his  journey,  Lieut.  Hawks  and  his  party 
crossed  the  mountains  at  Mount  Hollv,  followed  down 
Otter  creek  more  than  twenty  miles,  then  turned  west- 
ward and  struck  a  stream  which  took  them  to  Lake 
Champlain   opposite  Ticonderoga  —  following  the  Indian 
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trail  from  Canada  to  the  English  settlement  in  the  Con- 
necticut valley  — thence  on  the  ice  of  the  lake  and  tlie  river 
Sorel.  Carryiiitr  a  white  flag,  they  reached  Montreal  on  the 
27th  of  Fcbruar)^  Application  was  immediately  made  for 
the  exchange  of  two  prisoners  in  place  of  St.  Blein.  Under 
the  same  date,  Feb.  27,  Count  de  Galissoniere  makes  this 
i-ecord  : 

"Sieur  Simblin,  military  cadet,  who  was  wounded  at 
the  close  of  October  last,  within  four  leagues  of  the  fort  of 
Northfleld,  and  taken  to  Boston,  arrived  at  Montreal  in 
compan}-  with  three  Englishmen  sent  with  him  hy  Mr. 
Shirley.  We  have  them,  well  treated  and  closeh-  watched. 
They  ask  to  take  back  two  prisoners,  men  of  family,  who 
arc  here.  We  shall  see  to  their  departure,  if  it  be  proper 
to  release  these  two  men.'' 

Young  Allen  was  found  among  the  Indians,  but  he  had 
become  so  infatuated  with  Indian  life  in  his  eighteen 
months  of  captivity  that  he  preferred  it,  and  was  unwilling 
to  return  home.  Upon  meeting  his  uncle,  Lieut.  Hawks, 
who  had  sought  this  mission  chiefly'  for  the  purpose  of 
releasing  him,  he  recognized  him  ])ut  kept  aloof  and  declined 
to  talk  in  English.  He  was  finalh'  persuaded,  parth''  by 
threats  and  promises,  to  return  home.  He  lived  to  old 
age,  but  always  asserted  his  preference  for  the  Indian  mode 
of  life. 

Pursuing  their  journej'  to  Quebec  to  find  Blake,  the 
prisoner  conducted  the  party  to  the  house  of  his  father,  a 
wealth}^  old  gentleman  living  near  the  cit\-.  St.  Blein  was 
received  with  great  rejoicing  by  his  relatives,  who  had  be- 
lieved the  report  of  his  death  to  be  true,  and  his  escort  was 
most  hospitably  entertained. 

At  Quebec,  Blake  was  found  in  prison,  and  Hawks  ap- 
plied for  his  release  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  made 
with  Raimbault.  The  English  version  is  that  at  first  the 
governor  refused  to  ratify  that  agreement,  that  Hawks 
persisted,  represented  Mrs.  Blake's  situation  and  appealed 
to  his  feelings  as  a  man,  and  finalW  offered  a  ransom — 
that  the  governor  at  last  relented  and  told  him  to  take 
the  prisoner  and  keep  his  money. 

The  French  account  of  the  exchange  is:  "April  13, 
1748,  the  General  (Galissoniere)  sends  back  from  Montreal 
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the  three  persons  who  came  with  a  cartel  on  the  27th  of 
February.  The_v  were  conducted  to  the  frontier  hx  Sieur 
de  Siinbhn,  whom  they  l>roiij,dit  hack.  We  found  no  diffi- 
cult}' in  surrendering-  to  them  the  two  prisoners  whom 
tbej'  asked  of  us  on  arriving." 

Receiving  his  order  for  the  exchange,  and  "expressing 
his  gratitude,  Hawks  hastened  to  the  prison,  and  gave  to 
Blake  the  glad  tidings  of  his  release.  On  their  way  to 
New-England,  the  party  again  stopped  at  the  house  of  old 
Raimbout.  The  neighbors  were  invited ;  a  sumptuous 
feast  was  prej^ared ;  'wine,'  to  use  the  language  of 
Blake,  'was  as  plenty  as  water;'  the  evening,  and  the 
night,  were  spent  in  dancing;  the  haj)p_v  father  and  mother 
opening  the  ball,  and  displacing  all  the  liveliness  of  youth. 
Quebec,  it  should  be  remem leered,  had  then  been  settled 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half,  and  was  far  in  advance  of 
all  the  English  colonies  in  refinement  of  manners.  To  the 
rough  and  sedate  Englishmen,  who  had  seldom  been  out 
of  the  woods,  the  whole  scene  was  novel,  and  excited 
emotions,  to  which  the^-  had  not  been  accustomed." 

(Annals,  page  27.) 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  April  when  the  three  en- 
V03'S  with  the  two  exchanged  Cciptives  left  Alontreal  on 
their  return.  Ensign  Obadiah  Sartwell,  who  had  been  cap- 
tured at  No.  4,  also  came  with  them.  As  the  war  still 
continued  and  marauding  parties  were  out  on  the  frontier, 
and  as  some  of  j-oung  Allen's  friends  among  the  Indians 
had  shown  a  disposition  to  rescue  him  from  the  party,  St. 
Blein,  with  a  guard  of  soldiers,  was  sent  with  them  up 
Sorel  river  and  Lake  Champlain  to  the  ridge  of  the  Green 
mountains  between  Otter  creek  and  Black  river.  There,  on 
the  26th  of  April,  he  left  the  partv  and  returned  to  Can- 
ada, although  it  had  been  understood  that  he  would  go 
with  them  for  protection  as  far  as  No.  4.  Upon  bidding 
them  farewell  he  advised  them  to  hasten  on  and  to  avoid 
the  regular  .trail,  where  they  were  liable  to  meet  bands  of 
hostile  Indians. 

That  night  the}-  made  no  fire  lest  they  should  be  dis- 
covered. April  27  the}'  set  out  earlv  and  followed  down 
Black  river,  and  the  next  day  struck  the  Connecticut  and 
reached  the  fort  at  Great  Falls  about  sunset.  There  the\- 
made  a  raft,  finished  it  at  10  o'clock  that  night  and  started 
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down  the  river,  arrivin;^  at  Fort  Dunimer  at  9  o'clock  the 
next  morning.  The  next  dav,  the  3()th,  the  ]:>arty  set  out 
for  Deerfichl,  on  horseback,  escorted  l\v  about  twenty  of 
their  friends,  and  there  was  j^reat  rejoicin^^. 

Nothing  definite  is  known  coiicerninf^  tlie  suljsequent 
moveinents  of  Mr.  Blake  until  we  find  him  a  citizen  here 
again  in  1750,  but  it  is  probable  that  he  went  directly  on 
from  Deerfield  and  joined  his  famil3'  at  Wrentham. 

The  sufferings  of  the  pioneers  from  Indian  incursions  in 
1747  had  been  great,  and  New  Hampshire  still  declining 
to  provide  for  their  protection,  they  again  apjjlied  to 
Massachusetts.  Upon  those  petitions  and  the  rei)resenta- 
tions  of  Col.  Stoddai'd  and  others,  in  February,  1748,  the 
general  court  of  that  province  authorized  the  governor  to 
reinforce  the  posts  in  the  Connecticut  valley.  A  bount3'  of 
five  pounds  was  offered  to  men  who  would  enlist  for  one 
3'ear,  and  in  some  cases  men  were  impressed.  The  forces  at 
No.  4  and  at  Fort  Massachusetts  were  increased  to  100 
effective  men  each.  Capt.  Phineas  Stevens  was  reappointed 
to  the  command  at  No.  4,  where  he  had  remained  through 
the  winter  with  sixt}'  men. 

The  companA'  at  the  Ashuelots  was  increased  to  sixty- 
four  men.  Capt.  Willard  was  a  major  in  the  militia,  but 
accepted  a  commission  as  captain  in  these  forces  raised 
specialh'  for  defence.  His  lieutenant,  William  Sims,  had 
been  designated  as  captain  in  174G,  and  was  probably 
serving  in  the  same  w'ay,  as  was  often  the  case  in  those 
Indian  wars.  The  term  of  enlistment  for  this  3'ear  was 
eight  months. 

The  roll  of  the  compan3'  of  Capt.  Josiah  Willard,  Jr., 
at  the  two  Ashuelots,  Feb.  10  to  Oct.  26,  1748,  follows: 
"Capt.  Josiah  Willard        Jos.  Richardson 

Lieut.  William  SA'ms         William  Hunt 

Serg't.  Thomas  Taylor     Thomas  Thovets 

Serg't.  William  Smeed      John  Evans 

Clerk  Jeremiah  Hall         James  Burt 

Corp.  Thomas  Crisson     Jeremiah  Butler 

Corp.  Benoni  W'right       Robert  Tyler 

Timothy  Fletcher  Samuel  Hall 

John  Ellis  William  Hill 

Wm.  Bickford  James  Billing 

Reuben  Walker  Simeon  Greeu 
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John  Ed.L^eliill 
John  Ko!)ert 
Aaron  Ward 
John  Frost 
JBenj.  Barrett 
Sam'  Ha?liii<^ton 
Henry  Cliandlcr 
Thomas  Crisson  jr 
Nath'  Fairbanks 
Jethro  Wheeler 
James  Jewell 
Hczekiah  Ehuer 
Samuel  Hill 
David  Nims 
David  Bacon 
W."'  Blanchard 
Mathew  Wyman 


Jona.  I'Vcnch 
Daniel  How  jr. 
Eben^  Fletcher 
Robert  Ewers 


Nathaniel  Hills 
A.sahcl  Graves 
Benj,  Xicliols 
Thomas  Robbins 
Josiah  Crosln- 
Josepfi  Barron 
W.™  Living'ston 
Benj.  Hoagg 
Henry  Stevens 
Joel  J  ohnsOn  "  • 
Elijah  Holton 
James  Holton 
Isaac  Rice 
James  Eaton 
Jolm  Scott 
Andrew  Allard 
Eliph.  Corbin 
Jolm  Henry 
Benjamin  Osgood 
Jona.  Lawrence  jr. 
John  Prsllard." 


( M assachusc t ts  A relii ves . ) 


St.  Blein,  having  become  familiar  with  this  region,  con- 
tinued his  operations  in  the  Connecticut  vallev.  May  21, 
Galissoniere  writes:  "Fifteen  Abenaquis  have  been  fitted 
out  for  a  war  partv.  Thcv  are  commanded  by  Sieur  Sim- 
blin  who  has  only  just  returned  from  escorting  the  English 
cartels.  Sieur  Duplessis  F'abert,  Ensign  of  foot,  with  fifteen 
Canadians  and  thirty  three  Indians"  were  also  sent  out 
from  Montreal  by  the  governor  on  the  same  day. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  twelve  men  of  Ca])t.  Willard's 
compan3'  of  Upper  Ashuelot,  and  two  of  Capt.  Hobbs's 
company  of  No.  4,  on  their  way  from  Ashuelot  to  Fort 
Dummer  via  Hinsdell's  fort,  were  ambushed  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river  opposite  Broad  brook,  within  a  mile  or 
two  of  the  spot  where  St.  Blein  was  wounded  the  3'ear 
before.  Three  of  the  Upper  Aslmelot  compan_y,  Joseph 
Richardson,  John  Frost  and  Jonathan  French,  were  killed 
and  scalped,  and  seven  of  the  scpiad  were  captured.  Four 
escaped  across  the  river  to  Fort  Dummer,  one  of  whom 
was  wounded.  The  great  gun  of  the  fort  was  fired  as  an 
alarm,  and  Capt.  Ebenezcr  Alexander  started  immediately 
from  Xorthfield  with  a  relief  party  of  two  lieutenants  and 
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thirteen  men,  who  found  and  buried  the  dead;  hut  the 
Indians  escnjied.  Tiie  enemy  were  Raimbault  St.  Blein, 
Sieur  Dnplessis  Fal^ert  and  Sieur  La  Plante,  who  had 
combined  their  forces  under  the  direction  of  St.  Blein  —  the 
same  who  had  escorted  Lieut.  Hawks  and  his  party,  from 
Montreal  to  tlie  Green  mountains  at  Mount  Holly,  only  a 
few  weeks  before,  with  friendly  protection.  Of  the  seven 
captured,  William  Biekford  was  killed  where  the  Indians 
encamped  the  first  ni<^ht.  The  others  were  stripped  of 
their  arms  and  most  of  their  clothing  the  first  night,  and 
reached  Canada  towards  the  last  of  the  month.  Some 
were  thrown  into  prison,  and  four  of  them  were  made  to 
"run  the  gauntlet."  They  reached  their  homes  during  the 
autumn,  greatly  emaciated  from  aVjuse  and  starvation, 
and  Benjamin  Osgood  died  a  few  weeks  later. 

June  25,  Gov.  Galissoniere  records:  "The  three  differ- 
ent war  parties  commanded  b}^  Sieurs  Duplessis  Fabert, 
Simblin  and  La  Plante,  are  returned  to  Montreal.  These 
parties  having  united  and  made  an  attack  on  Northfield, 
brought  in  six  English  prisoners  and  five  scalps." 

Scouting  having  proved  an  effective  method  of  oppos- 
ing the  enemy,  Capt.  Melvin  started  out  from  Northfield  in 
Ma}',  1748,  with  eighteen  men  to  scour  the  country  above, 
leaving  the  rest  of  his  compan}'  to  protect  the  settlement. 
He  marched  to  Fort  Dumraer,  spent  one  night  at  Great 
Meadow's,  and  reached  No.  4  on  the  14th.  There  he  was 
joined  by  Captains  Stevens  and  Hobbs  with  sixtv  men. 
They  started  the  next  day,  following  the  Indian  trail  up 
Black  river  and  across  the  raotmtaius  to  Otter  creek. 
Stevens  and  Hobbs  with  their  men  went  down  the  right 
bank  of  the  creek,  turned  to  the  north,  recrossed  the 
mountains  and  returned  to  No.  4.  Melvin  with  his  eighteen 
men  followed  the  left  bank  and  proceeded  nearly  to  Crown 
Point,  when  they  were  attacked  by  150  Indians  and  made 
a  hast}^  retreat.  When  near  Fort  Dummer  they  were  again 
suddenly  attacked  by  the  Indians,  who  had  stealthily  fol- 
lowed them.  Six  were  killed  and  the  party  scattered,  but 
Melvin  and  the  other  twelve  men  reached  the  fort.  The 
w-hole  valley  was  aroused  and  a  party  w^ent  in  pursuit  and 
buried  the  dead,  but  could  not  overtake  the  Indians. 
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Col.  Stoddard  died  in  June  and  Col.  Israel  Williams  of 
Hatfield  succeeded  him  as  commander  of  tlie  frontier. 

On  the  24-th,  Captain  Hobbs,  second  in  command  at 
No.  4,  started  with  forty  men  to  scout  that  country  to 
the  southwest,  with  orders  to  go  as  far  as  Fort  Shirley-  in 
Heath.  On  the  26th,  thc3'  halted  about  twelve  miles  west 
of  Fort  Dummer.  A  large  force  of  Indians  under  a  half- 
breed  named  Sackett,  well  known  to  the  whites  and  to 
Hobbs  himself,  had  followed  them  ;  but  Hobbs  was  war_v 
and  had  placed  a  sentinel  in  his  rear.  While  at  their  lunch 
the  sentinel  gave  the  alarm.  The  Indians  gave  their  war- 
whoop  and  rushed  upon  them,  but  Hobbs  and  his  men 
were  ready  and  met  them  with  a  fire  that  laid  several  of 
them  low.  Sackett  could  speak  English  and  called  out  to 
Hobbs  to  surrender,  threatening  to  kill  every  man.  But 
Hobbs  defied  him,  and  the  fight  continued  for  four  hours, 
when  Sackett  was  wounded  and  the  Indians  retreated,  car- 
rying off  their  dead  and  wounded.  Hobbs  lost  three  men 
killed  and  four  wounded.  Two  of  the  killed,  Samuel  Gunn 
and  Ebenezer  Mitchell,  and  Ralph  Rice,  wounded,  were  from 
the  Ashuelot  compan3',  and  Daniel  "McKeene3%"  a  citizen 
of  Up})er  Ashuelot,  had  his  thigh  broken  and  was  disabled 
for  life.  Hobbs  and  his  men  retired  to  Fort  Dummer,  which 
they  reached  the  next  da^',  having  buried  their  dead  and 
brought  off  their  wounded. 

Earh'  in  Juh-,  Sergt.  Thomas  Taylor, i  of  Capt.  Wil- 
lard's  company-  at  Upper  Ashuelot,  was  sent  with  six  men 
to  Northfield  to  bring  up  ten  men  to  supply  the  places  of 
those  who  had  been  killed  and  captured  on  the  16th  of 
June.  On  the  12th,  Col.  Willard,  commander  at  Fort  Dum- 
mer, reached  Northfield  on  his  way  from  Boston,  intend- 
ing to  go  on  to  the  fort  the  next  morning.  An  alarm  of 
Indians  seen  near  Dummer  reached  Northfield  that  night, 
and  Caf)t.  Ebenezer  Alexander  with  an  escort  started  with 
the  colonel  about  noon  on  the  13th.  Meeting  a  scout  who 
reported  no  Indians  seen,  Capt.  Alexander  with  tnost  of 
his  men  returned  to  Northfield,  but  five  or  six  on  horse- 
back escorted  the  colonel  through  to  Dummer.     As  the^' 

^  Strgt.  Thomas  Taylor  w.-is  of  I>ecrfielci,  and  married  Thankful,  sister  of 
John  Hawks  and  a«nt  of  Mrs.  David  Nims.  He  was  afterwards  with  Capt. 
Isaac  Wyman  at  Fort  Massachnsetts. 
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passed  the  upjK-r  end  of  Merry's  Tnendow,  in  what  is  now 
Hinsdale,  some  of  tlie  horses  showed  restiveness,  as  thev 
usually  did  when  Indians  were  near.  It  was  afterwards 
learned  tiiat  Rainibault  and  some  Indians  lay  eoncealed 
within  a  iew  yards  of  that  spot,  but  Rainibault  restrained 
the  saA'ap:es,  telling  them  that  a  much  larger  force  \vould 
soon  appear. 

The  next  morning,  ThursdaA',  JuK-  14,  Sergt.  Taylor, 
with  his  ten  recruits  and  his  six  other  soldiers,  started  from 
Northfiekl  for  Upper  Ashuelot  b_v  the  same  route,  tlie  trav- 
elled path  being  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  via  Fort 
Hinsdell  to  Dummcr.  He  had  hciird  the  report  that  Indians 
were  in  the  vicinit\',  and  remend)ered  the  fate  of  the  four- 
teen soldiers,  mosth-  from  his  own  company,  only  a  month 
V)efore.  He  therefore  marched  with  advanced  guards  on  each 
side  of  the  path.  He  had  passed  Merry's  meadow  and  was 
near  the  ford  of  the  Connecticut  and  close  upon  its  bank, 
when  his  right  flank  was  attacked  by  concealed  Indians. 
His  men  returned  the  fire,  but  Taylor  reported  that  "Not 
less  than  100  guns  were  fired  before  we  could  reload  ;  "  and 
the3-  saw  the  whole  line  of  their  foes,  front,  flank  and  rear, 
closing  in  upon  them. 

As  prisoners  paid  better  than  scalps,  the  enem}'  tried  to 
induce  Taylor  and  his  men  to  surrender,  but  ihty  fled  to 
the  bank  of  the  river,  where  they  continued  the  fight  and 
did  some  execution.  Two  of  the  Indians  were  killed  and 
several  wounded.  Two  of  Taylor's  men  were  killed,  and 
himself  and  ten  others  were  taken  prisoners.  Four  escaped, 
two  across  the  river  to  Fort  Dumraer.  and  two  to  Hins- 
dale's fort.  Two  of  the  captured  were  wounded,  and  were 
killed  and  scalped  about  a  mile  from  the  place  of  the  fight. 
The  remaining  nine  ])risoners  were  conducted  up  the  east 
side  of  the  river  a  few  miles,  to  a  place  called  "Catsbane" 
—  in  what  is  now  Chesterfield  —  where  they  crossed  the 
Connecticut  and  followed  up  West  river  over  the  spot  of 
Melvin's  disaster,  thence  across  the  mountains  to  Otter 
creek  and  tlowii  that  stream  to  Crowni  Point,  and  thence  to 
Canada  ;  making  on  an  average  tw'ent3-  miles  a  dav.  Sergt. 
Taylor  returned  from  captivity  to  his  post  at  Upper  Ash- 
uelot on  the  30th  of  September.    Daniel  Farmer,  another 
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of  the  captured,  had  been  wounded  on  the  sarae  si>ot  in  the 
fight  of  the  16th  of  June,  had  recovered,  and  was  return- 
ing: to  duty  in  the  squad  of  ten  recruits ;  and  five  others  of 
the  Ashuelot  company',  Jonathan  Lawrence,  Daniel  How, 
Jr.,  John  Edgehill,  Reuben  Walker,  John  Henry,  and  two 
other  men,  all  returned  to  duty.  Daniel  How,  Jr.,  had 
been  captured  once  before. 

John  Henry  in  his  petition  to  the  general  court  of 
Massachusetts  for  relief  said:  "Your  petitioner  had  seven 
bullets  through  his  clothes,  but  escaped  into  a  thicket; 
when  happening  to  see  an  Indian  seize  one  of  his  fellow 
soldiers  he  ran  up  within  a  few  feet  of  the  Indian  and 
shot  him  through  the  liod}' ;  whereupon  he  was  sur- 
rounded, and  engaged  the  savages  with  his  gun  clubbed 
until  it  was  broken  in  pieces,  when  he  was  taken  and 
carried  to  Canada,  where  he  remained  two  months  and 
eighteen  days,  when  he  returned  home."  For  killing  the 
Indian  he  was  barbaroush'  treated,  both  on  the  march  and 
while  in  captivity. 

All  the  prisoners  were  sold  to  the  French,  who  held  them 
till  the  last  of  September,  when  there  was  a  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities and  they  were  allowed  to  return  home,  Sergt.  Tay- 
lor also  petitioned  the  general  court  for  relief,  and  it  was : 

"Ordered,  £100  be  granted  and  paid  to  y*^  petitioner, 
to  be  equally  divided  between  him  and  y^  survivors;  and 
Y*^  further  sum  of  50  shillings  be  allowed'  y«  petitioner  for 
his  bravery  in  3-'"  action ;  also  that  he  be  allowed  £7  for 
his  expenses  in  travelling  to  Boston  and  attendance  on  y^ 
Court;  also  that  26  shillings  and  3  pence  be  allowed  John 
Henry  for  his  ex-|3enses,  and  24-  shillings  to  Daniel  How  jr 
for  his  expenses  in  this  aflair."  Henr3'  was  of  Concord, 
Mass.    How'  and  Henry  went  to  Boston  as  witnesses. 

This  fight  took  place  less  than  a  mile  below  Fort 
Dumraer,  and  upon  the  discharge  of  the  first  volley  the 
"great  gun"  of  the  fort  was  fired,  and  expresses  were 
sent  to  the  more  distant  posts.  Col.  Williams  immediately 
sent  up  a  strong  force  from  Hatfield,  Decrfield  and  North- 
field  under  Capt.  Phineas  Stevens,  who  happened  to  be  at 
Deerfield  at  that  time.  With  129  men,  he  followed  the 
enemj'  for  several  da3's,  but  could  not  overtake  them  in 
their  rapid  retreat  of  twenty  miles  a  day. 
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Upon  the  urjj^enl  solicitations  of  commanding  officers 
and  others  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts  issued  orders  on  the  18th  of  July  to  raise  a 
sufficient  force  out  of  the  militia  for  tiie  protection  of  the 
frontiers. 

We  nia\'  well  tender  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
old  Massachusetts  for  all  she  did  for  the  protection  of  this 
corner  of  New  Hampshire  during  those  perilous  times. 
Not  only  did  that  province  grant  aid,  but,  in  the  poverty 
of  the  public  treasury  and  delays  in  collecting  taxes, 
private  individuals  and  commanding  and  stafif  officers 
advanced  large  sums  to  defray  public  expenses,  to  be  reim- 
bursed later.  At  onfe  time.  Col.  Williams,  chief  commissary 
of  the  frontier,  had  advanced  6,000  pounds  and  Col.  Josiah 
Willard,  subcommissary  and  commander  at  Fort  Dummer, 
10,000  pounds,  of  their  own  funds  and  what  they  could 
borrow  on  their  own  responsibility.  They  were  reimbursed 
by  the  provincial  government  of  Massachusetts. 

New  Hampshire  had  kept  troops  in  the  field  and  gar- 
risons in  the  forts  in  the  central  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
province  through  the  season  of  1748.  Capt.  John  Goffe, 
with  two  lieutenants,  commanded  two  companies  of  scouts, 
one  of  thirty-two,  the  other  of  fifty-four  men;  Capt.  Job 
Coleman  one  of  fortj^-five  men;  and  Capt.  Closes  Foster 
one  of  twentv-six  men ;  but  none  were  sent  into  the  Con- 
necticut  valley.  The  battles  of  these  towns  had  been  fought 
by  Massachusetts  troo])s  and  the  citizens  themselves,  at 
No.  4  and  about  Fort  Dummer. 

All  through  that  season  of  1748,  while  young  Capt. 
Josiah  Willard  was  here  with  his  company,  the  charred  and 
blackened  remains  of  the  meetinghouse  and  the  thirt\'-one 
log  cabins  that  had  been  the  peaceful  homes  of  the  settlers 
prior  to  the  war  must  have  made  the  place  a  scene  of  des- 
olation and  sad  recollections,  particularly  to  those  soldiers, 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  had  enlisted  in  the  company 
and  remained  to  aid  in  guarding  their  property  and  main- 
taining their  rights. 

Under  date  of  August  19,  1748,  Galissoniere  reports 
that  he  has  "  ordered  all  hostilities  to  cease,  and,  so  far 
as  depends  on  him,  will  put  a  stop  to  all  hostilities  on 
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the  part  of  our  Indians."  It  was  under  this  order  that 
Sergt.  Taj'lor  and  his  men,  and  man}^  others,  were  re- 
leased. 

A  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  France  was 
signed  at  Aix  La  Chapelle,  in  October,  but  it  was  not  pro- 
claimed at  Boston  till  the  spring  following,  and  on  the 
frontiers  not  till  still  later;  and  the  Indians  continued  to 
make  occasional  raids.  On  the  20th  of  June,  1749,  they 
appeared  again  at  No.  4,  shot  Ensign  Oi)adiah  Sartwell 
and  captured  Enos  Stevens,  a  young  son  of  Capt.  Phineas. 
The  lad  was  taken  to  Canada,  but  was  soon  released  by 
the  French  commander  and  sent  back  l)y  the  way  of 
Albany,  reaching  No.  4  in  September.  That  was  the  last 
raid  of  the  savages  in  the  Connecticut  valley  for  several 
years. 


CHAPTER  III. 


Tin-:  KKTUKN  OF  THE  SETTLEKS  AXD  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

CHARTER. 
174-'J-17o4. 

Massachusetts  (Jischar<:^ed  most  of  her  troops,  but  in 
the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  left  a  small  force  at  Fort 
Dummer  and  another  at  No.  4  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier;  and  "  Capt.  John  Catlin  of  Deerfield  had  a  com- 
pany of  56  men,  raised  from  the  Middlesex  and  Worcester 
regiments,  mustered  July  13  (1749).  discharged  Oct.  12. 
This  company  was  l)illetcd  one  half  the  time  at  Northfield 
and  one  half  the  time  at  Keene.  The  allowance  for  billet- 
ing per  man  per  week  at  Northfield  was  8  shillings,  at 
Keene,  10  shillings  7  pence  3  farthings,  new  tenor."  (Mas- 
sachusetts Archives.) 

This  record  from  the  Massachusetts  Archives  makes  it 
evident  that  some  of  the  proprietors  had  returned  to  Up- 
per Ashuelot  in  the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1749,  with 
their  families,  for  soldiers  could  not  be  "billeted"  without 
inhabitants  upon  whom  to  billet  them.  (John  Kilburn,  the 
first  settler  of  Walpole,  came  there  in  1749,  which  shows 
that  the  advance  of  pioneers  had  been  resumed.)  And  this 
evidence  is  corroborated  by  the  following  documents  copied 
from  the  New  Hampshire  State  Papers,  where  twenty  "In- 
habitants of  the  upper  Ashuelot"  —  and  of  "the  Upper 
Township  on  Ashuelot  River  where  we  Dwell"  —  signed 
petitions  dated  here  on  the  31th  of  Feb.,  1750,  showing 
that  they  spent  the  winter  of  1749-50  here;  and  to  do 
that  they  must  have  been  here  in  the  summer  of  1749 
to  rebuild  the  cabins  in  which  to  dwell : 

"We  whose  Names  are  Hereunto  Subscribed  Inhabitants 
of  the  upper  Ashuelot  for  a  Long  time  Labour  under  many 
Great  Difficulties  for  want  of  Town  Priviledges  we  Do 
Therefore  Hereby  Constitute  and  Impower  our  Trusty 
friend  Cap^  Jeremiah  Hall  to  Represent  our  Difficulties  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  and  to  Any 
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Others  ConceiTied  In  that  afiair  that  we  max  be  Incorpor- 
ated Into  a  Town  and  Likewise  we  give  power  to  him  to 
Chuse  a  man  to  asist  him  In  the  affaires. 

"Upper  Ashuelot  February       11th  1750. 
**  William  Smeed     Jonathan  Underwood  Michael  medcalfjr 


Ebenezer  Nims 
David  Nims 
Ephraim  Dorm  an 


John  Rogers 
Nathan  Blake 
Ebenezer  Dav 


Nathan  Fairbanks  Gideon  Ellis 
Joseph  Elles 


Oliver  Medcalf 
Abijah  medcalf 
Jabez  Hill 
David  Foster 
Amos  Foster." 


David  Foster 
Oliver  medcalf 
Michael  medcalfjr 
Abijah  medcalf 


Michael]  Medcalf 
"We  the  Subscribers  Do  hereby  Impower  Cap^  Jeremiah 
Hall  to  Pertition  In  our  behalf  for  the  Upper  Towmship  on 
Ashuelot  River  where  we  Dwell  to  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernour  of  New  Hampshire  and  all  Concern "d  in  that  aifair 
In  the  same  form  that  it  was  laid  bv  the  Massachusetts 

"Upper  Ashuelot  Feb'-y  11*^^^  1750 
"William  Smeed     Ebenezer  Day 
Ebenezer  Nims        Gideon  Ellis 
David  Nims  Michael  Medcalf 

Ephraim  Dorman  Jabez  Hill 

Nathan  Fairbanks  Jonathan  Underwood  Samuel  Hall 
Joseph  Elles  John  Rogers  Jesse  Hall 

Nathan  Blake        Elijah  Dorman" 

"W^e  whose  Names  are  Hereunto  Subscribed  Being 
Propriators  of  the  Upper  Ashuelot  Township  so  called  Do 
hereby  Impower  M""  Benjamin  Guild  to  joyne  with  Cap* 
Jeremiah  Hall  in  Petetioning  His  Exelency  the  Govoner  of 
the  Province  of  New  Hamshire  He  observing  the  Instruc- 
tions Given  bv  others  of  the  Propriators  to  the  said  Cap* 
Hall 

"Wrentham  Feb'"  20*^^  1750. 

Asa  Richardson 
Sarah  Greene 
Joseph  Richardson 
Daniell  maceene 
William  Hancock 
Samuel  Danils 
Esther  Messenger 
Jonathan  Whiting 
Jacob  Bacon 
Nath"  Fairbnks." 
(State  Papers,  vol.  12,  pages  307-9.) 

But  no  notice  of  those  petitions  was  taken  by  the 
authorities  of  New  Hampshire.  In  their  estimation,  the 
little  settlements  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  prov- 
ince were  too  far  awaj-,  and  it  would  cost  too  much  to 


"John  W^hiting 
Daniel  Haws 
Joseph  Fisher 
Samuel  Fisher 
Benjamin  Guild 
Obediah  Blake 
Ebenezer  Daniels 
Nathaniel  Ware 
Hannah  Dale 
Abner  Ellis 


Abigail  Guild 
Robart  Blak 
Seth  Heaton 
Elijah  Blake 
Josiah  Fisher  for 
the  hares  of 
Aaron  Fisher 
Nathan  Bucknam 
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protect  tlicni  if  they  were  admitted  to  the  body  politic. 
So  the  little  band  of  pioneers  on  the  Ashuelot  had  to  wait 
three  \-cars  lon<;er  for  recognition.  Mr.  Hale  in  his  Annals, 
page  2S,  says : 

"On  the  restoration  of  y>eace,  the  settlers  who  had 
been  driven  from  their  lands,  by  the  war,  made  prepara- 
tions to  return.  The  exact  time  when  Upper  Ashuelot 
was  again  occupied,  has  not  been  ascertained.  It  was, 
probably,  some  time  in  1750;  certainly  as  earh'  as  1751; 
as  it  is  within  the  recollection  of  Thomas  Wells,  now  liv- 
ing, who  came  to  reside  here  in  1752,  that  eight  or  ten 
dwelling  houses  had  then  been  erected." 

But  Mr.  Hale,  writing  mereh'  the  "Annals  of  Keene," 
evidenth-  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  examine  thoroughly 
the  archives  of  Massachusetts  or  the  records  of  the  province 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  did  not  discover  the  above  data, 
which  prove  clearly  that  some  of  the  settlers  had  returned 
in  1749. 

"Prov  of  Newhamshore 

"To  his  Excellenc3'-  Benning  Wentworth  Esq''  Govor" 
&c  In  &  over  his  Majestys  Province  of  New  hampshore 

The  peti°"  of  John  Densmoor  &  Ruth  his  Wife  Humbly 
Shews  that  Josiah  Fisher  of  upper  Ashaulott  In  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hamshore  dccesed  Late  Husband  of  the  said 
Ruth  had  In  his  Lifetime  a  Grant  from  the  Massachusettets 
Government  of  one  W^hole  Wright  or  Share  In  s'^  township 
&  that  In  his  Lifetime  Bult  an  house  &  Cleard  &  In 
proved  Near  fort}'  acres  of  Land  In  s<^  township  &  In  the 
Begining  of  the  War  with  v^  Endins  the  s Josiah  W^as 
Killed  &  the  s<^  Ruth  y*^  W'edow  of  the  Dec^"^  was  left  with 
out  anv  Children  b}'  the  deces<^  But  she  still  Continued  att 
3'*=  said  Ashualuett  &  In  proved  s''  Lands  tell  y<=  Endins 
Drove  of  the  In  habitance  of  s"^  town  &  Sence  the  Sasition 
of  arms  the  s''  Ruth  with  hir  Present  Husband  hath  fenced 
&  In  Proved  the  s''  Lands  afore  s*^  wharefore  3^our  Peti- 
tioners Humbly  Pra}-  that  your  Exellencv  Would  be 
plcsed  to  Grant  to  your  Petioners  the  s''  Lands  afore  s"* 
upon  the  Condition  that  3'our  Exellenc}^  grants  to  others 
3-<=  Kings  subjects  In  s*^  Province  &  3'Our  Petioners  In  duty 
Bound  Shall  Ever  Pra3'  — 

"Nov™  3^^^  S^'^  1750  John  Dunsmoor 

Ruth  Dunsmoor" 

Hinsdale,  W^inchester,  W'estmoreland  and  Lower  Ashue- 
lot were  reoccupied  about  the  same  time  with  Upper 
Ashuelot,  and  settlements  had  been  made,  now  soon  to 
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be  revived,  at  Peterboro,  Rindge  and  Hillsborough.  No.  4 
had  been  first  settled  in  1740,  and  like  the  other  advanced 
settlements  had  been  aliandoned  for  a  time  from  fear  of 
the  Indians;  but  peace  restored  its  prosperity  and  in  June, 
1750,  it  had  a  population  sufficient  to  organize  a  militar3' 
company  of  its  own  citizens  numbering  twenty-nine  officers 
and  men.  John  Kilburn,  at  No.  3  (Walpole),  was  fol- 
lowed in  1752  b\'  Col.  Benjamin  Bellows. 

Migration  flowed  in  all  directions  to  the  cheap  and 
fertile  lands  which  might  now  be  occupied  in  safet\'.  The 
population  of  New  Hampshire,  then  about  30,000,  in- 
creased rapidly.  The  governor  and  his  friends  encouraged 
immigration,  for  the  business  of  granting  townships  was 
exceedingly  profitable.  In  each  case,  the  governor  reserved 
a  large  tract  of  land  to  himself — usually  500  acres,  as  in 
the  case  of  Keene  —  and  he  and  bis  subordinates  received 
remunerative  fees. 

The  rich  meadow  lands  on  the  upper  Connecticut  and 
its  branches,  about  the  present  town  of  Haverhill,  were 
also  occupied  by  settlers  about  this  time.  But  this  aroused 
the  jealousy  of  the  St.  Francis  Indians  and  their  allies,  the 
Squawkheags,  who  still  claimed  ownership  of  those  lands, 
rich  in  fish  and  game,  which  had  been  the  hunting  ground 
of  their  fathers.  The  whites  persisted,  and  the  Indians 
retaliated  by  committing  some  outrages  in  the  eastern  and 
central  parts  of  the  province.  But,  with  those  exceptions, 
the  Indians  were  peaceful  for  several  years. 

"The  sketch  here  presented  of  Keene  Village  [page  101], 
as  it  was  in  1750,  has  been  drawn  b3'  the  compiler  from 
the  recollection  of  descriptions  of  it  given  him  by  Thomas 
Wells,  and  other  aged  people,  who  resided  here  near  that 
time  and  had  heard  people  older  than  themselves  talk  about 
it.  No  building  was  then  standing,  and  the  sites  of  such 
only  as  are  designated  on  the  sketch  have  been  precisely 
ascertained.  There  was  a  dwelling  house  on  the  road  to 
Boston,  near  Beaver  Brook.  The  well  used  by  the  family, 
who  occupied  it,  was  at  the  foot  of  the  declivit3'  South  of 
it,  near  where  now  grows  a  large  elm  tree.  It  had  a  high 
curb,  made  of  small  round  timber,  like  a  cob  house,  with 
a  platform  leading  to  it  from  the  top  of  the  bank.  When 
the  alarm  was  given  at  the  time  of  the  attack  hy  the  In- 
dians, a  man,  whose  name  has  not  come  down  to  us, 
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descended  into  tliis  well,  remained  there  two  days,  and  then 
ascended,  nnlianncd.  When  Kecne  was  aiiandoned,  it  con- 
tained about  forty  dwcllinfr  houses  in  all. 

"It  may  be  worth  while  to  put  on  record  a  few  facts 
in  rej^ard  to  Main-street.  Where  the  back  part  of  the 
Cheshire  House  now  stands,  was  once  a  bog,  or  (juagmire 
which  continued  South  to  Church-street,  and  beyond  it. 
About  opposite  the  Railroad  Station,  but  rather  North  of 
it,  there  was  a  considerable  depression  in  the  street ;  men 
now  living  remember  walking  erect  under  the  causeway, 
the  top  of  which  was  several  feet  below  the  present  sur- 
face ;  and  younger  men  than  the^'  remember  when  the  water 
(Beaver  Brook  in  a  freshet  overflowing  its  banks)  was  so 
deep,  at  this  place,  that  boats  were  guided,  and  men  swam, 
from  one  point  on  the  street  to  another.  On  the  West  side 
of  the  street,  just  South  of  Gen.  Wilson's  garden,  was  a 
pond  surroimded  by  alders,  and  after  this  period  visited  hy 
wild  ducks.  A  little  South  of  this  pond,  in  the  middle  of 
the  street,  was  a  conical  hill,  on  which  the  third  meeting- 
house was  placed.  And  many  men  now  living  have  most 
disagreeable  recollections  of  the  horrible  travelling  caused 
b3^  the  deep,  adhesive  mud  which,  in  the  spring  of  the  3'ear, 
covered  man\'  portions  of  Main-street,  as  well  as  of  West- 
street  and  Court-street.  But  all  the  streets  have  become  so 
dr\'  that  but  little  inconvenience  is  now  felt  in  travelling, 
at  the  worst  season  of  the  year.  This  change  has  been 
effected,  partly  by  deepening  and  clearing  out  the  channels 
of  the  Ashuelot  River  and  Beaver  Brook,  partlv  b}^  agri- 
cultural drains  throughout  the  valle\%  and  partly  hy  cart- 
ing on  gravel,  and  thus  raising  and  hardening  the  surface 
of  the  streets." 

(Annals,  pages  28-30.) 

The  map  on  the  opposite  page  is  printed  from  the 
original  wood  cut  which  was  used  in  the  publication  of 
the  Annals  of  Keene. 

In  March,  1751,  Gov.  Wentworth  was  again  petitioned 
l)y  Jeremiah  Hall  and  Benjamin  Guild  "in  behalf  of  them 
Selves  and  others  Inhabitants  Settlers  and  Proprietors  of 
a  certain  Tract  of  land  Called  the  upper  Township  on 
Ashuelot  River,"  for  a  charter  of  incorporation;  setting 
forth  "that  in  the  year  1737,  in  virtue  of  a  Grant  from 
the  massachusets  Government,  a  plantation  was  begun  on 
said  Tract  of  land  —  That  in  the  3'ear  1738  a  minister  was 
settled  there  and  a  meeting  house  built  —  That  before  the 
last  Indian  War  with  the  Indians  there  were  Thirty  one 
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Dwelling  houses  ])uilt  on  said  Tract  of  land  Sundry  barns 
and  a  Fort  of  near  a  hundred  foot  s(juarc  having  eighteen 
fire  Rooms  within  said  fort  a  Saw  mill  and  Grist  mill 
built  —  that  the  sctlers  and  otliers  who  were  preparing  for 
sctling  there  before  the  Indian  War  h.'id  made  large  Im- 
provements there  and  laid  out  their  Substanc  in  doing  the 
same  — 

"That  in  the  Spring  of  year  174-7  —  The  Indians 
burnt  down  all  the  dwelling  Houses  there  except  four  — 
also  burnt  down  all  the  Barns  but  one  also  burnt  down 
the  meeting  house  and  the  Fort  also  much  household  Stuff 
and  killed  Considerable  Cattle  Horses  Sheep  and  Swine 
That  the  Settlers  and  Proprietors  are  returned  and 
returning  on  to  the  said  Tract  of  laud  in  order  to  cultivate 
and  Improve  the  same  and  in  case  a  peace  Continues  with 
the  Indians  in  a  few  3'ears  there  will  be  forty  or  fifty 
familys  in  case  there  was  an  Incorporation  —  Wherefore 

"March  y*^  4*^  1750-1  Jeremiah  Hall 

Benjamin  Guild  " 

This  petition  met  the  same  fate  as  the  former  ones,  no 
notice  being  taken  of  it  so  far  as  the  records  show. 
Neither  do  w^e  find  any  record  of  what  was  done  here  in 
the  next  two  years.  But  we  find  the  following  in  the 
New  Hampshire  State  Papers,  vol,  12,  page  310: 

"Upper  Ashuelot  Feb"  y^  2'^'^  1753 

"We  whose  names  are  underwritten  Do  hereby  Author- 
ize and  Impower  our  Trusty  Friend  M""  Ephraim  Dorman 
to  Prefer  a  Petition  to  his  Excellenc}'  the  Governour  of 
New  Hampshire  for  a  Township  known  by  the  Name  of 
the  Upper  Ashuelot  and  to  Praj'  his  Excellenc3'  to  Grant  a 
Charter  of  this  Land  to  the  Inhabitants  and  others  Con- 
cerned in  said  Lands  and  to  Insert  a  Clause  in  said  Petition 
Praying  his  Excellenc^^  that  if  it  might  be  Consistent  with 
his  Pleasure  he  would  Insert  a  Clause  in  his  Charter  where- 
by' everA"  man  may  be  Intitled  to  those  Lands  which  he 
Thought  himself  to  be  the  Honest  owner  of  he  Pajnng  the 
Charges  that  have  arisen  on  said  Lands  to  Prevent  End- 
less Law-Suits  and  other  Difficulties  Impending  over  us 
and  to  set  forth  in  said  Petition  the  Great  Cost  and  Ex- 
pence  we  have  been  at  in  Building  two  Forts  and  Defend- 
ing the  Kings  Lands  and  the  Great  Losses  w^e  have  Sus- 
tained by  the  Enemv  as  set  forth  in  the  Petition  Lodged 
with  M''  Atkinson  Secretarj'  and  to  take  the  Names  Lodged 
with  M'^  Livermore  and  annex  to  said  Petition 
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"Jeremiah  Hall  Samuel  Reed  Isaac  Clark 

William  Barnes  Benjamin  Larrabee  Nathan  Blake 

Ebenezer  Daniels  David  Foster  Alichael  medcalfjr 

Jabez  Hill  Benjamin  Twitchell  Joseph  Elles 
Timothy  Harrington  David  Nims  Gideon  Ellis 

Daniel  Twitchell  Ebenezer  Day  Eleazer  Sanger 

Amos  Foster  William  Smeed        Jonah  French." 

Titt:s  Belding  Ebenezer  Nims 

From  the  statement  above  made,  and  from  the  list  of 
grantees,  it  is  evident  that  the  original  petition,  with  a 
larger  number  of  names,  had  been  "Lodged  with  Mr. 
Atkinson  Secretary"  of  the  province;  also  that  there  was 
an  order  of  the  citizens  appointing  and  authorizing  Benja- 
min Bellows  to  go  to  Portsmouth  as  their  agent,  with 
Mr.  Dorman,  to  procure  the  charter,  but  neither  of  those 
papers  can  now  be  found. 

"At  a  Council  holden  at  Portsmouth  by  his  Excelenc3's 
orders,  on  Wednesday  April  11**^  1753. 

Present 

"Theodore  Atkinson\„  Samuel  Sollev 

Richard  Wibird         jEsqrs  Daniel  Warner  ( ^^^1^^ 

"The  Secretary-  by  his  Excelencys  order  laid  before  the 
Board  the  petition  of  Benj^  Bellows  in  behalf  of  &  as  im- 
power'd  by  the  claimers  &  settlers  of  that  tract  of  land 
called  &  known  by  the  name  of  the  upper  Ashuelot  pray- 
ing that  as  they  had  settled  the  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue 
of  a  grant  from  the  Massachusetts  Governmen*  before  the 
line  of  Government  was  run  and  continued  there  till  drove 
of  by  the  Indian  War  &c  and  that  a  grant  ma}'  be  made 
so  as  not  to  break  in  upon  their  former  survey's  &  la3'ing 
out  but  to  those  persons  that  claim  the  same  &  have 
made  improvements  thereon  &c  and  then  asked  the  Council 
wheither  the}'  would  advise  his  Excelencj'  to  make  the  said 
grant  agreable  to  the  said  request  —  To  which  they  did 
unanimously  consent  &  advise." 

(Pro v.  Papers,  vol.  6,  page  21.) 

Claiming  the  right  to  name  the  town,  the  governor 
named  it  Keene.  In  his  business  as  merchant  at  Ports- 
mouth, previous  to  his  appointment  as  governor,  Mr. 
Wentworth  had  contracted  with  an  agent  of  the  court  of 
Spain  to  supply  that  government  with  a  large  quantitj' 
of  oak  timber.  To  meet  the  expense  involved  he  borrowed 
money  in  London.  When  he  delivered  the  timber  at  Cadiz 
the  agent  with  whom  he  had  made  the  contract  was  out 
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of  office-  and  l]]c  new  agent  fleclincd  to  pay.  On  his 
voyage  home  his  shi])  fcmntlered  and  he  was  saved  with 
the  crew  in  a  Iwat,  to  find  himself  bankrupt.  Afterwards 
lie  made  another  voyage  to  Spain  and  claimed  pa3'ment 
for  his  timber.  Sir  Benjamin  Kecne  was  then  the  English 
minister  to  Spain,  and  he  used  his  influence  to  aid  Mr. 
Wentworth,  who,  though  unsuccessful  in  his  suit,  formed 
a  warm  friendship  for  Sir  Benjamin,  and  his  gratitude, 
and  his  admiration  for  the  man,  led  him  to  name  this 
town  in  his  honor.    (See  sketch  of  Sir  Benjamin  Keene.) 

The  charter  coA-ered  the  same  tract  granted  by  Massa- 
chusetts with  the  addition  of  a  narrow  strip  on  the  east 
side  extending  to  the  "Patent  Line"  —  the  west  line  of  the 
Mason  grant  of  1629,  a  curve  which  formed  the  original 
west  lines  of  Fitzwilliam,  Packersfield,  Stoddard ;  the  east 
lines  of  Richmond,  Kecne,  Gilsum,  Newport,  Croydon,  and 
so  on  through  the  state; — thus  ratifying  the  Massachu- 
setts grant  and  confirming  the  proprietors  in  the  possession 
of  their  lands.  The  town  then  contained  39.45  square 
miles,  or  25,248  acres. 

Charter  of  Keeke,  1753. 
The  following  is  the  record  of  the  charter  of  Keene 
found  in  the  Book  of  Charters,  pages  149-152: 
Province  of  New  Hainp'' 
George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
Great  Brittain  France  &  Ireland  King  De- 
fender of  the  faith  &c'' 

To  all  Persons  to  whom  these  Presents 
Shall  come  Greeting 
Keene  Whereas  Sundry  of  our  Loveing  Subjects 

before  the  Settlement  of  the  Dividing  Line  of  our  Province 
of  New  Hampshire  aforesaid  and  our  Other  Government  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  had  by  Permission  of  our  Said  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  liegun  A  Settlement  of 
A  Tract  of  Land  on  Ashuelot  River  so  Called  and  made 
Sundry  Divisions  of  &  Improvements  upon  the  Said  Tract 
of  Land  And  there  remain'd  till  the  Indian  Warr  forced 
them  oflf  and  our  Said  Subjects  being  Desii'eous  to  make  an 
Immediate  Settlement  on  the  Premisses  &  haveing  Peti- 
tioned our  Govern  our  in  Council  for  his  Majest^-s  Grant  of 
the  Premisses  to  be  so  made  as  might  not  subvert  &  Dis- 
troy  their  former  Surveys  &  Laying  out  in  severalty  made 
thereon  as  aforesaid  Now^  Know  Ye  that  w^e  of  our  Especial 
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Grace  Certain  Kno\Yledge  &  mere  tiiotion  for  answering 
the  Ends  above  said  and  for  the  Due  Enconra;2-cnient  of 
Settling  the  Said  Plantation  hy  &  witli  the  Advice  of 
our  Trust\'  &:  wellbcloved  Bexn'ixg  Wextworth  Esq  our 
Governour  &  Commander  in  Chieffin  &  over  our  Said  Prov- 
ince of  New  Hampshire  io  America  and  of  our  Council  of 
our  s''  Province  Have  upon  the  Conditions  &  Reservations 
herein  after  made  Given  &  Granted  imd  ]>y  these  Presents 
for  us  our  heirs  <K:  Successors  Do  give  &  Grant  unto  our 
Loveing  Subjects  Inhabitants  of  our  Said  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  and  our  Other  Governments  in  New  England 
And  to  their  heirs  and  Assignes  for  ever  whose  names  arc 
Entered  on  this  Grant  to  be  Divided  to  &  amoungst  them 
into  So  man\"  &  Such  Shares  &  Proportions  as  they  now 
hold  or  Claim  the  same  hx  Pnrchas  Contract  Vote  or  Agre- 
ment  made  amoungst  themselves  All  that  Tract  or  Parcel 
of  Land  Scituate  Lying  &  being  within  our  Said  Province 
of  New  Hampshire  Containing  by  admeasurement  Twenty 
three  thousend  &  fortv  Acres  which  Tracts  is  to  Contain 
Six  iMiles  Square  &  no  more  out  of  which  an  allowance  is 
to  be  made  for  highwai-s  and  unimprovable  Land  by  Rocks 
Mountains  Ponds  &  Rivers  One  thousend  &  fort}-  Acres 
free  According  to  a  Plan  thereof  made  &  Presented  by  our 
Said  Governours  orders  And  hereunto  Annexed  Butted  & 
bounded  as  follows  —  Viz  —  Beginning  at  A  Beach  Tree  the 
North  West  Corner  &  Runs  South  Six  Degrees  an  an  half 
East  four  miles  &  Seventy  rods  to  A  Beach  Tree  marked 
Thence  runs  East  Ten  Degrees  &  a  half  South  Six  miles  & 
one  hundred  &  Eighty  Rods  to  A  heap  of  Stones  thence 
runs  North  Seventeen  degrees  East  Six  Miles  &  Eighty'  Rods 
to  A  Tree  marked  being  the  South  East  Corner  of  Boyle 
thence  runs  West  five  Degrees  and  an  half  South  Eight 
Miles  &  Two  hundred  &  fifty  rods  to  the  Bounds  first 
mentioned  And  that  the  Same  be  and  herebv  is  Incorpor- 
ated into  A  Township  b}'  the  name  of  Keene  and  that  the 
Inhabitants  that  Do  or  Shall  hereafter  Inhabit  the  Said 
Township  Are  hereby  Declared  to  be  Enfranchized  with  and 
Intituled  to  all  &  every  the  Previledges  And  Immunities 
that  Other  Towns  within  our  Said  Province  by  Law  Exer- 
cize &  Enjoy  and  further  that  the  Said  Town  as  Soon  as 
there  Shall  be  fiftv  families  Shall  have  the  Libert^'  to  open  & 
keep  A  Market  one  or  more  Days  in  Each  week  as  may  be 
tho^  most  Advantagious  to  the  Inhabitants  also  that  the 
first  Meeting  for  the  Choice  of  Town  officers  &  other  af- 
fairs Agreable  to  the  Laws  of  our  Said  Province  Shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  next  which  Meeting 
Shall  be  Notifyed  by  M'"  Benjamin  Bellows  who  is  hereby 
Also  Appointed  the  Moderator  of  the  said  first  Meeting 
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which  he  is  to  NotiiV  &  Govern  Aj;real)le  to  the  I.aw  &  Cus- 
tom of  onr  Said  IVovinee  And  tliat  tlie  Annua!  Aleetin^jj  for 
ever  hereafter  for  the  Choice  of  Sucli  ofTieers  for  the  Said 
Town  Shall  he  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  March  annuall\ — To 
IIAV1-;  &  TO  HOi.i)  the  said  Tract  of  Land  as  al)ove  Expressed 
tojj^eathcr  with  all  Previled^^es  and  Ai)purtenances  to  them 
or  their  respective  heirs  and  assi^^ns  forever  upon  the  follow- 
ing Conditions  (Viz)  that  every  Grantee  his  heirs  &  assignes 
Shall  Plant  or  Cultivate  five  Acres  of  Land  within  the 
Term  of  five  years  for  ever}'  fifty  Acres  Contained  in  his  or 
their  Share  or  Proportion  of  Land  in  the  Said  Township 
&  Continue  to  Improve  &  Settle  the  same  by  Aditional 
Cultivations  on  Penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  his  Grant  or 
Share  in  the  said  Township  and  its  reverting  to  his  Maj- 
esty his  heirs  and  Successors  to  be  by  him  or  them  re- 
grantet]  to  Such  of  his  Subjects  as  shall  Effectually  Settle 
&  Cultivate  the  Same  —  That  all  white  &  other  Pine  Trees 
within  the  Said  Township  fit  for  nuistingi  our  Royal  Navy 
be  Carefully  Preserved  for  that  use  &  none  to  be  Cutt  or 
fell'd  without  his  Majesties  Especial  Ljccnce  for  so  Doing 
first  had  &  obtaind  upon  tlie  Penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of 
the  right  of  Such  Grantee  his  heirs  or  assigns  to  us  our 
heirs  and  Successors  as  well  as  being  Sul)ject  to  the  Pen- 
alty of  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  that  now  are  or 
hereafter  Shall  be  Enacted. 

That  before  any  further  Division  of  the  Said  Land  be 
made  to  and  amoungst  the  grantees  A  Tract  of  Land  in 
the  most  Comodious  Place  the  Land  will  admit  of  Shall 
be  reserved  &  marked  out  for  Town  Lotts  one  of  which 
shall  be  allotted  to  Each  Grantee  of  the  Contents  of  one 
Acre  Yeikling  &  Pacing  therefor  to  us  our  heirs  &  Suc- 
cessors for  the  Space  of  Ten  3'ears  to  be  Computed  from 
the  Date  hereof  the  rent  of  One  Ear  of  Indian  Corn  only 
on  the  first  day  of  Januar\'  next  Ensueing  the  Date  hereof 
—  And  ever3'  Proprietor  Settler  or  Inhabitant  Shall  Yield 
&  Pav  unto  us  our  heirs  &  Successors  Ycarl3'  &  Ever3' 
Year  for  ever  from  &  after  the  Expiration  of  the  Ten  vears 
from  the  Date  hereof  Namel3'  on  the  first  Da3''  of  Jan''y 
which  will  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  Christ  One  thous- 
end  seven  hundred  &  Sixt3^  three  One  Shilling  Proclama- 
tion mone3'  for  every  hundred  Acres  he  so  owns  Settles  or 
Possesses  and  so  in  Proportion  for  a  Greater  or  Lesser 
Tract  of  the  Said  Land  which  mone3'  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Respective  Persons  abovesaid  their  heirs  or  assignes  in  our 
Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth  or  to  such  officer  or  offi- 
cers as  Shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Same  and  this  to 

iThc  mast  trees  were  marked  by  the  surveyor  general  or  his  deputy,  and 
there  wns  a  fine  of  100  pounds  for  cUtting  a  tree  thus  marked. 
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be  in  Lieu  of  all  other  rents  &  services  whatsoever  In 
Wittness  whereof  We  have  Caused  the  Seal  of  Our  said 
Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed  Wittness  Bexxixg  Wext- 
WORTH  Esq  our  Governour  &  Com'andcr  in  Chieff  of  our 
Said  Province  the  ll'^"  Dav  of  April  in  the  3'ear  of  our 
Lord  Christ  1753  &  in  the  j/ear  of  our  reign  — 

B  Went  worth 
Bv  his  Excellencvs  Com'and  with  Advice  of  Council 

Theodore  Atkinson  Se'^ 
Entred  &  recorded  According  to  the  Original  under  the 
Province  Seal  the  11"^^  Day  of  April  1753  — 

't^  Theodore  Atkinson  Sec''-'^ 

The  Names  of  the  Grantees  of  Keene  —  Viz  — 

John  Adams,  Jacol)  Bacon,     Thomas  Bacon, 

Stephen  Blake.  Nathan  Biake,    Obediah  Biake, 

Elijah  Blake,  Sam"  Brigham,  Nathan  Bucknam, 

John  Ballard's  heirs,  Isaac  Clark.       Eljenezer  Daniels, 
Edward  Dale,  Eph"^  Dorraan,   Sara"  Ellis, 

Joseph  Ellis,  Gideon  Ellis,      Titus  Belden. 

Eleazer  Sanger,         Benj^  Bellows,   Joseph  Fisher, 
Samuel  Fisher,  Benj^  Gile,        Ebenezer  Forces's  heirs, 

Jacob  Gibbs,  Sarah  Green,      Joseph  Giie's  heirs. 

Jeremiah  Hall,  Benjamin  Halls' heirs,  Daniel  Hawse, 
Nathaniel  Heaton,     Seth  Heaton,     Jabez  Hill, 
Daniel  Kingsbury,     Richard  Man,  Henr\' Messenger's  heirs, 
John  Fairbanks,  Michael  Medcalfjun''.  Ebenezer  Nims, 
Joseph  Peabodj's  heirs,  David  Nims,  Samuel  Read. 
Israel  Houghton,      Timothy  Puffer,  John  Richardson, 
Josiah  Willard.  Moses  Richardson,  Asa  Richardson 

John  Rogers,  Will'"  Smeed,      Samnel  Smith, 

Benj^  Twitchell.        Jon^  Underwood,  Andrew  Wilder, 
Joseph  Whitcome,     John  Whiteing,  Amos  Foster 
David  Foster,  Jeremiah  Hall  jun'',  Jonah  French, 

John  French,  Philemon  Chandler  jun''.  His  Excellency 

Benning  Wentworth  Esq  one  Tract  of  Land  of  the  Con- 
tents of  five  hundred  Acres  One  Sixty  forth  Parte  of  the 
Said  Tract  for  the  Incorporated  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  Parts,  One  Sixty  forth  Parte 
of  the  Said  Tract  for  the  first  Settled  Minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  S'^  Town  One  Sixt3-  forth  Parte  of  the  said  Tract 
for  A  Glebe  for  the  Church  of  England  as  hy  Law  Estab- 
lished Philemon  Chandler,  Ebenezer  Da^'. — 

Recorded  from  the  Back  of  the  Charter  for  Keene  the 
11^1^  Day  of  April  1753  — 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sc^ 
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Taken  from  the  Plan  on  the  Back  of  the  Charter  of 
Keene  &  record  the  11^''  April  1753 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec"^ 

The  orij^inal  charter,  framed,  han^^s  in  the  office  of  the 
ma3'or  and  cit\'  clerk  in  city  hall  building. 

In  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  charter,  "Mr. 
Benjamin  Bellows"  of  Walpole  gcive  the  required  notice, 
and  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  in  the  fort  on  Wednes- 
day, the  second  daA'  of  May.    The  record  is  as  follows: 

"At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  and  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Keen  Held  on  Wedne5da\'  the  sec- 
ond Day  of  May  ADom.  1753  Assembled  at  the  Fort  in  s'' 
Town:  The  Following  votes  were  Passed  — 

"  1  Choose  Ephraim  Dorman  Michael  Metcalf  and  Wil- 
liam Smecd  Selectmen,  2  Choose  David  Nims  Town  Clerk 
Choose  David  Nims  Town  Treasurer,  Choose  Ebenezer 
Nims  Constable,  Choose  Gideon  Ellis  and  Isaac  Clark  se- 
veA'ors  of  the  Highway,  Choose  Jonah  French  And  William 
Barran  Hog  Reifes,  Lent  Seth  Heaton  and  Natlian  Blake 
Fence  Veiwers,  Choose  John  French  and  Samuel  Hall  Field 
Drivers.  Voted  that  Town  Meetings  shall  be  Warned  for 
the  I'^uture  by  Posting  up  a  Notification  in  the  most  Pub- 
lick  I'lace  in  This  Town  Fouteen  Days  before  the  meeting. 

Benjamin  Bellows'! Moderator 
David  Nims  /Town  Clerk." 
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On  the  same  da^',  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was 
also  held  in  the  fort.  The  proceedings  were  recorded  as 
follows  : 

"  Province  of  New  Hampshiix. 

"  at  a  I^gal  Meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Keene  held  on  the  first  Wednesday'  of  May  Anno 
Dom.  1753  according  to  a  warrant  Set  up  to  Notify  the 
Proprietors  of  said  Township  of  Keene  by  Benj°  Bellows 
which  by  Order  of  Charter  was  to  Notify  the  Same  Said 
Meeting  being  Held  at  the  Fort  in  Said  Township  on  the 
Da^'  above  Said  Benj°  Bellows  being  Moderator. 

"2'5'  Voted  on  tlie  Second  article  and  Chose  Benj°  Bel- 
lows Proprietors  Clerk  for  the  Township  of  Keene. 

'•  Chose  M'-  \Yilliam  Smeed  AI^ Isaac  Clark  M''  Nathan 
Blake  Cap*  Jeremiah  Hall  and  M*"  David  Foster  to  be  a 
Committee  for  to  see  to  the  Surve}'  of  the  Lands  that 
have  been  voted  to  be  Laid  out  in  Said  Township  which 
is  not  as  3'et  Laid  out  and  also  to  See  to  the  Running 
the  Bounds  of  what  has  been  alrcad\-  Laid  out  and 
approve  of  the  same  that  they  may  be  Recorded  in  the 
New  Proprietors  Book  —  " 

The  vote  on  the  4th  article  provided  for  the  calling  of 
proprietors'  meetings  similar  to  that  already  in  force. 

"  Voted  to  Benjamin  Bellows  one  Hundred  and 
Twenty  two  Spanish  Milled  Dollars  for  his  Service  and 
Expence  in  getting  the  Charter  of  Keene. 

"  Voted  to  M""  E])hraim  Domian  Eight  Dollars  for  his 
Service  in  going  to  Portsmouth. 

"Voted  to  Raise  one  Hundred  and  Twenty  Two  Pounds 
old  tenor  for  the  Use  of  Preaching  the  Present  year. 

"Voted  that  they  Renew  all  the  Bounds  of  all  the 
Lotts  that  have  been  Laid  out  in  Said  Township  and 
where  any  Lot  has  not  been  Laid  out  that  the  Committe 
Chosen  Lay  out  with  a  Surve\'or  those  Lots  to  those  men 
according  to  the  Former  votes  of  the  FVop""-  and  that  the 
Plans  of  the  Same  be  allowed  of  by  the  Comnnttee  In 
order  to  be  Recorded  and  that  every  mans  Land  be  Re- 
corded according  to  what  he  now  holds  or  Claims  and 
that  Each  man  be  at  the  Cost  of  his  Land  being  Surveyed 
and  Recorded. 

"G'y  Chose  M"-  Michael  Metcalf  Jun''  Prop^^  Treasurer. 

"7'y  Chose  M--  Isaac  Clark  M^  Obadiah  Blake  M'" 
Ephraim  Dorm  an  assessors. 

"S'y  Voted  and  Chose  M^  WiUiam  Smeed  Collector  to 
Collect  Dollars  that  was  voted  —  voted  and  Chose  M'' 
Amos  Foster  Collector  to  Collect  the  money  Granted  for 
the  Use  of  IVeaching  the  Present  year. 
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"9'y  Voted  to  Theodore  Attkinson  Escf  Three  Hundred 
acres  of  Land  to  be  Laid  out  in  the  undivided  Land  in 
Sd  Township  to  he  Laid  out  in  good  I-'orni  Said  Land  to 
he  Laid  out  Ijy  Benj"  Bellows  M""  William  Smeed  and 
Cap^  Jeremiah  Hall  a  Committee  a|)pointed  to  La\'  it  out 
according  to  the  best  of  their  Discretion. 

"Also  voted  to  Cap*  Jeremiah  Hall  Three  Hundred 
acres  of  Land  to  be  Laid  out  in  Said  Township  by  a 
Committe  for  his  Extraordinary  Cost  and  Trouljle  in 
Time  Past  he  Giving  a  Discharge  to  the  Proprietors  for 
what  money  was  Due  to  him  from  the  Proprietors,  Said 
Land  to  be  Laid  out  in  that  Part  of  Land  that  is  added 
on  the  East  of  the  old  Line  by  the  New  Cliartcr  and  that 
M'^  Nathan  Blake  &  M""  William  Smeed  and  Benj"  Bellows 
be  a  Committe  to  Lay  out  the  Same  then  voted  to  Dis- 
miss the  meeting. 

Benj"  Bellows  mode'' 
Benj"  Bellows  Prop''^  Clerk." 
"The  inhabitants  immediatelx'  directed  their  attention 
to  the  concerns  of  religion.  As  a  place  for  public  worship, 
they  erected  a  building,  on  a  green  plat  near  the  house  of 
Aaron  Appleton.^  It  was  built  of  slabs,  the  earth  serving 
as  a  floor.  And,  with  the  inhabitants  of  Swanze\%  they 
made  a  joint  arrangement  for  the  settlement  of  a  pastor." 

(Annals,  page  31.) 

A  second  to\vn  meeting  was  held  at  the  fort  on  the 
13th  of  June: 

"1.    Choose  Ephraira  Dorman  Moderator. 

"2  made  Choice  of  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Carpenter  for  Our 
Minister  — 

"  3  For  Licouragement  or  Settlement,  voted  to  give  the 
Rev'd  Mr.  Carpenter  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds  Silver  money 
at  Six  shillings  and  Eaight  Pence  pr  Ounce.  —  Or  Equiva- 
lent in  Our  own  Province  Bills.  4'^  Voted  that  the  Town 
Yearh'  Find  Mr.  Carpenter  Twent  Cord  of  Fire  wood. 

"  5'y  Choose  Capt  Jeremiah  Hall  Alichael  Metcalf  and 
William  Smeed  For  a  Conmiitte  to  Lay  the  Proposal 
made  b^'  tlie  Town  before  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Carpenter. 

Ephraim  Dorman  \  Moderator 
David  Nims  /Tow^n  Clerk" 

"Keen  June  IS**"  1753. 

At  this  time  the  inhabitants  of  Keene  expected  to  sup- 
port a  minister  without  assistance,  but  the  churches  of 
Keene  and  Swanze^^  agreed  to  unite  and  each  bear  half  the 
expense. 


1  Where  tlie  Roman  Catholic  church  now  .stands. 
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It  appears  from  the  records  of  the  church  in  Swanzey, 
where  Mr.  Carpenter  resided,  tliat  the  two  churches  not 
onh'  "covenanted  together  to  hire  preaching  in  connection  " 
but  that  the  mcml^crs  of  each  "met  at  the  school  house" 
in  that  town  on  the  21st  of  August,  1753,  and  "agreed  to 
become  one  church."  The  niemlicrs  from  Keene  present  at 
that  meeting  were  Jeremiah  Hall.  David  Foster,  William 
Smeed,  Nathan  Blake,  Joseph  Ellis,  Ebcnezer  Nims  and 
Ebenezer  Day. 

The  following  was  copied  from  Mr.  Carpenter's  own 
handwriting : 

"  The  towns  of  Swanzey  and  Keene  in  New  Hampshire 

(formerh-   stiled    Lower    and    Upper    Ashuelot)  having 

mutualh'  and   unanimously  agreed  to  be  one  Religious 

Societ}'  and  to  Worship  together  for  the  space  of  three 

3-ears,  the  Towns  being  at  Equal  Expense  In  the  support 

of  the  Gospel  During  the  Term.    -    *   *   *   xhe  Chh  also 

having  Signed  the  Covenant  Consequent  on  said  agreement 

and  become  one  Church  The  Pastoral  Care  of  these  Chh's 

&  Towns  was  solemnly  Committed  to  me  on  Oct.  4*^^  1753. 

"    *   *    *  * 

Ezra  Carpenter." 

But  each  town  had  its  own  meetinghouse.  Mr.  Car- 
penter was  permitted  to  choose  his  place  of  residence  and 
he  chose  Swanzey. 1  At  the  expiration  of  the  three  3'ears 
the  connection  was  continued  yearly  for  four  years  more. 

At  the  installation  of  Mr.  Carpenter  over  the  two 
churches  "there  were  present  by  their  elders  etc.,  the  First 
Church  in  Hingham,  the  Third  Church  in  Plymouth,  the 
Church  in  Kingston  in  the  County  of  Plymouth,  the  First 
Church  in  Lancaster,  the  Church  in  Nichewong,  the  Church 
in  Poquoiag  (Athol),  the  Church  in  Deerfield,  the  Church 
in  Sunderland,  and  the  Church  in  Northfield."  (Swanze^^ 
Church  Records.) 

"Feb.  29,  1754, 

"It  was  voted  that  the  Three  Deacons  should  be 
dropt,  viz.  Deacon  Foster,  Deacon  Brown  and  Deacon 
Hammond  and  a  New  choice  made  at  y*-'  same  time  Mr. 
David  Foster  &  Mr.  Jonathan  Hammond  were  chosen 
again  into  Sd  office.  It  was  moreover  Voted  that  the 
Sacrament  of  y*^  Lords  Supper  be  Celebrated  the  first  Lords 

iFor  description  of  that  residence  see  personal  sketch  of  Rev.  Ezra  Car- 
penter. 
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Days  in  March,  June,  Scptcmhcr  aiitl  December  if  provision 
can  be  made  &:  notliiii,i;  Intervene  to  hinder  it  —  This 
Method  to  Continue  till  we  may  see  Reason  to  alter  it." 

And  it  was  also  agreed  that  "Six  Shillings  old  Tenor 
Massachusetts  Money  be  paid  Ijy  each  Communicant  to 
support  the  Communon  Table."  (Swanzc}- Church  Records.) 

Another  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  held  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  on  the  19th  of  December,  175.3,  chose  Ben- 
jamin Bellows  moderator,  and  David  Foster  clerk. 

As  above  quoted  from  the  Annals,  the  proprietors  had 
provided  a  temporary  building  for  worship  and  other  public 
uses,  and  this  meeting  was  held  "at  the  meeting  house  (so 
called)  in  said  Town."  It  was  sometimes  called  the  "  Public 
meeting  place."  The  committee  formerly  chosen  to  take 
care  of  the  blacksmith's  tools  were  instructed  to  look  them 
up  and  deliver  them  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Ebenezer 
Clark,  William  Smeed  and  Michael  Metcalf. 

On  the  same  day  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a  town 
meeting  was  held  at  the  same  ])lace,  Ejihraim  Dorman, 
moderator.  That  meeting  "  Voted  to  Build  a  meeting 
House  Forty  Five  Feet  Long  and  Thirty  Five  Feet  wide 
and  Twenty  Two  Feet  Between  Joints,"  —  and  "adjourned 
to  Wednesday  the  Second  Day  of  January-  Next  att  one  of 
the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  and  To  meet  at  the  Public 
meeting  Place." 

Apparently  there  were  doubts  about  the  legality-  of  that 
meeting,  for  on  the  same  Aay  the  selectmen,  in  writing, 
directed  the  constal^le  —  Ebenezer  Nims  —  to  "Warn  the 
Freeholders  and  Inhabitance  of  the  Town  of  Kcenc  Quali- 
fied to  vote  in  Towmi  Meetings,  To  meet  at  the  meeting 
House  in  s^  Keen  on  Wednesday'  the  Second  Day  of  Janu- 
ary Next  at  Three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon." 

That  meeting  was  warned  and  held  as  directed,  and 
Capt.  Jeremiah  Hail  was  chosen  moderator.  But  the 
records  sa3^  it  immediately  "  adjourned  to  Two  of  the 
Clock  1  in  the  afternoon  and  Then  to  meet  at  the  House 
of  Michael  Metcalf."  It  then  "Voted  to  The  Rev'd  Air. 
Carpenter  for  a  Sallary  for  this  pres*^  [present]  year  Twenty 
Six  Pounds  Silver  Money  at  six  shillings  and  Eaight  Pence 

i  ApparenlJr  .idjonrtiinf;  tjackwards  one  honr,  and  leaving  the  tneetinphotise 
tt>  the  other  meeting  which  had  adjourned  to  meet  there  .-it  one  o'clock  the 
fcame  afternoon. 
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pr  oz.  or  equiTclent  in  our  own  Province  Bills.''  The 
records  of  this  meeting  are  signed  : 

"  Jeremiah  Hall  (moderator 
David  Xims     jTown  Clerk." 

The  other  town  meeting,  adjonrned  from  the  19tb  of 
December  to  one  o'clock  of  the  same  afternoon  as  the  al)Ove 
— Jan.  2,  175-i  —  .at  the  "Public  meeting  Place"  —  Ephraim 
Dorrnan  moderator,  David  Nim.s  town  clerk  —  "Voted  to 
set  the  meeting  House  in  the  Croch  of  the  Roads  ^  so 
called,  one  of  the  Roads  Leading  up  the  River  and  the 
other  Leading  over  the  River  to  ash  Swamp  so  called  — 

"Voted  that  one  Hundred  Pounds  in  Bills  of  New 
Tenour  of  this  Province  be  Raised  on  the  Pools  and  Rateable 
Estates  of  this  Town  and  Paid  into  the  Treasury  To  De- 
fra3-  the  Charges  that  shall  arise  in  the  Building  s'^  House. 

"  Voted  Michael  ]Metcalf  Ebenezer  Clark  Nathan  Blake 
Isaac  Clark  and  I>ea.  David  Foster  be  a  Committee  to 
manage  the  affair  in  Building  the  House." 

"  iiphraim  Dorman (Moderator 
David  Nims  /Town  Clerk." 

"Keen  Jan''  2^  1754." 

A  meeting  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  at  the  same 
place  —  Michael  IMetcalf,  moderator  —  reconsidered  the  vote 
locating  the  meetinghouse,  "upon  Consideration  of  the  Dn- 
fittness  of  the  Ground  to  set  a  meeting  House  and  the  Ex- 
posedness  to  Fire  and  to  the  Eiiem3'  in  Case  of  a  war," 
and  "Voted  that  the  meeting  House  be  set  upon  the  Road 
that  goeth  From  the  Town  Street  to  the  Mills  on  the 
Highest  Ground  Between  the  Causewax'  b}-  William  Smeeds 
and  the  Bridge  by  the  Cla^-  Pitts  Near  Eleazer  Sangers 
Land  Lj-ing  on  sd  Road." 

"The  mills  here  mentioned  must  have  been  the  mills  on 
Beaver  Brook,  and  the  road  Washington-street.  At  this 
time,  probably,  there  was  no  road  where  the  East  end  of 
West-street  now  is.  Mr.  Guild  states,  from  his  own  recol- 
lection, that  the  South  side  of  the  meeting-house  -was  about 
on  a  line  with  the  North  line  of  West-street,  as  it  now- 
inins." 

(Annals,  page  32.) 

W^illiam  Smeed  lived  on  the  cast  side  of  Main  street 
next  south  of  the  present  track  of  the  railroad,  and  the 
"causeway"  was  in  the  line  of  the  street  a  little  north  of 

l>;ear  -nlicrc  Moij.  C.  J.  V\ood-\vard  now  live?. 
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that  track.  'I'lic  •'l)ridge"  was  a  little  ixjrthwest  ol  our 
present  city  hall.  This  "  highest  ground "  was  on  a  line 
^vith  West  and  Koxbury  streets  as  they  now  run,  and  the 
HR-ctingliouse  was  built  about  where  the  soldiers'  monu- 
ment now  stands. 

The  first  annual  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  "  Puljlic 
meeting  Place"  on  Tuesda}',  the  Sth  of  March,  1754,  as 
required  by  the  charter. 

^Michael  Metcalf  was  chosen  moderator;  David  Xims, 
town  clerk;  Dea.  David  Foster,  Ejjhraim  Dorman,  Michael 
Metcalf,  David  Nims  and  Nathan  Blake,  selectmen ;  and 
Benjamin  Twitchcll  and  William  Smeed,  survevors  of  high- 
ways. William  Smeed  and  Gideon  Ellis  were  added  to  the 
committee  to  build  the  meetinghouse. 

The  fifth  article  in  the  warrant  was  "To  se  if  the3' 
will  Reconsider  the  vote  pas'd  at  Our  Last  meeting  Relat- 
ing to  the  Place  of  the  setting  the  meeting  House."  Yoted 
to  dismiss  the  article. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  opened  "at 
the  House  Commonly  used  for  a  Meeting  House"  on 
the  24th  of  December  in  the  same  year  —  Michael  Metcalf, 
moderator,  and  David  Foster,  proprietors'  clerk  —  and 
adjourned  to  the  house  of  Joseph  Ellis. 

"Upon  the  fourth  Article  Voted  that  those  that  have 
Lands  in  the  Township  of  Keenc  make  out  their  title  to 
their  Lands  at  or  before  the  first  Da}-  of  October  which 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1755  Unto  a  Com**^^ 
Chosen  for  that  P^urpose. 

"Upon  the  Fifth  article  Chose  M''  David  Nims,  Lieu* 
Epbraim  Dorman,  Cap*^  Michael  Metcalf,  Lieu^  Seth  Heaton, 
Sergeant  Eben"^  Nims  a  Com'^'^^*^  to  See  that  Prop'"-''  title  to 
Lands  in  this  Township  be  Lawful  and  good  and  upon 
their  making  out  a  good  Title  to  give  them  Liberty  to 
have  the  Same  Recorded  in  the  Prop''^  Book  of  Records." 

The  6th  article,  "  to  See  if  the  Prop''^  will  Dispose  of 
Son^e  of  their  Lands  to  Defray  the  Charge  of  the  meeting 
House  in      Township,"  was  dismissed. 

Among  the  earliest  roads  opened  in  tow'n  was  the  one 
now  named  Beaver  street,  laid  out  b}'  the  selectmen  in 
1754.  It  had  been  used  as  a  highway  previous  to  that 
time. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  LAST  FRENCH  AND  INDIAN  WAR. 
1754—1760. 

The  treat3'  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  had  brought  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostihties  between  England  and  France,  but  not 
permanent  peace.  None  of  the  questions  at  issue  had  been 
settled;  both  nations  were  eagerly  grasping  more  territory 
in  America;  their  interests  and  their  claims  continued  to 
clash,  and  war  broke  out  again  in  1754.  Since  1749.  with 
occasional  exceptions,  the  returning  pioneers  and  others 
who  had  joined  them  had  been  left  in  peaceful  possession 
of  their  property,  and  the  little  settlements  in  New  Hamp- 
shire had  increased  in  population,  others  had  been  added 
to  them,  and  all  had  taken  on  an  air  of  thrift  and  pros- 
perit\-.    But  now  the  savages  again  threatened  the  frontier. 

Foreseeing  the  impending  storm,  the  legislature  took  up 
the  militia  laws  of  the  province,  amended  them  to  suit  the 
times,  and  made  them  more  stringent  and  effective.  The 
old  laws  of  1718  and  1719  provided  that  "All  male  per- 
sons from  16  to  60  3-ears  of  age,  except  Negroes  and  In- 
dians, should  perform  militarj^  service,''  and  lists  of  all 
persons  within  the  precincts  of  a  company  or  troop  were 
to  be  taken  b}"  the  clerk  of  such  company  four  times  a 
year;  that  all  should  attend  duty  when  listed;  and  heav}- 
fines  were  imposed  for  neglect  or  refusal.  The  towns  were 
required  to  "provide  a  stock  of  powder,  bullets,  flints  and 
arms  for  their  poor  and  renew  the  same  from  time  to 
time;"  and  all  the  details  of  military  service  and  discipline 
were  provided  for.  Under  the  new  laws,  comjiany  officers 
were  required  to  call  out  their  troops  or  companies  at  least 
four  times  a  year  for  military  exercise,  under  a  penalty-  of 
five  poimds  for  each  da3''s  neglect.  Every  foot  soldier  fail- 
ing to  perform  his  military'  duty  was  fined  ten  shillings  for 
each  day's  neglect,  and  every  trooper  twenty  shillings;  and 
for  all  fines  an  officer  could  issue  his  warrant  and  make 
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distress  — uttach  the  delinquent's  ])i(>])erty  and  sell  at  auc- 
tion on  four  (lavs'  notice. 

Massneliusetts  oflercd  bounties  of  fifty  ])Ounds  for  every 
male  Indian  over  twelve  years  of  n^^e  delivered  at  Boston, 
or  forty  pounds  for  every  scalp  of  such  Indian;  twenty-five 
pt)unds  for  every  female  prisoner  of  any  a;^e  and  for  males 
under  twelve,  and  twenty  pounds  for  every  scalp  of  such 
female  or  boy.  An  act  was  also  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  that  province,  giving  to  companies  of  "not  less  than 
thirty  men  scouting  not  less  than  thirty  djiys  a  bounty  of 
,£220  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  for  every  cap- 
tive delivered  as  aforesaid,  and  C200  for  everv  scalp." 

Rangers  were  considered  the  best  jirotection  for  the 
settlements,  and  companies  were  soon  formed,  the  most 
noted  being  those  of  Captain  —  afterwards  Major  —  Robert 
Rogers,  with  Captains  John  and  William  Stark,  all  of  New 
Hampshire.  Thev  afterwards  joined  the  expeditions  against 
Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga  and  did  excellent  service 
there  and  all  through  the  war.  They  served  as  scouts  and 
guides  for  the  army,  and  distinguished  themselves  in  many 
bloody  encounters.  In  the  last  3-ears  of  the  war  they 
were  "the  most  terrible  band  of  ]3artizan  warriors  in 
America."^  "Inured  to  savage  warfare  they  gained  a  con- 
tinental reputation,"  and  "no  colony  sent  better  troops 
into  the  field." - 

There  was  a  niilitary  company  in  Keene  at  that  time, 
with  a  full  complement  of  officers,  but  no  roll  of  its  mem- 
bers has  been  found.  It  was  attached  to  the  regiment  of 
Col.  Joseph  Blanchard  of  Dunstable  (Nashua)  of  which 
Josiah  Willard  of  this  town  was  lieutenant  colonel,  the 
same  who  had  command  of  a  company  here  in  1748. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1754,  the  Indians  came  to  the 
liouse  of  Nathaniel  Meloon  of  Stcvenstown  (Salisbur}-)  and 
carried  him,  his  wife  and  three  childi'en  away  captives. 
On  the  15th  of  August,  they  appeared  again  near  the 
same  place,  killed  Mrs.  Call  and  Timothv  Cook  and  cap- 
tured Enos  Bishop.  Those  upper  settlements  were  broken 
up  and  tlie  inhabitants  retired  to  the  lower  towns  for 
safety. 

1  Bnrstow'K  Hi!-ti>rT  uf  Nc-n"  Hampshire,  Jjafjt-  197. 

2  Lodjjc'.-i  Historj  o!  American  ColoiiicK. 
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Gov.  WeiitAvorth  sent  two  detachments  of  twenty  men 
each  from  Exeter  and  Kingston,  and  oiie  of  ilft}'  men  from 
CoL  Blanchard's  regiment,  under  Major  John  Goffe.  to 
scout  in  the  eastern  and  central  parts  of  the  province. 
Before  the  close  of  the  month  he  also  sent  two  detach- 
ments from  Coh  Blanchard's  reg-iment  under  Major  Benja- 
min Bellows  to  protect  the  Connecticut  vallejr.  One  of 
twent_v-one  men  was  stationed  at  Walpoie  under  Major 
Bellows  himself,  who  served  as  lieutenant  commanding  the 
company-,  with  the  veteran  Capt.  Phineas  Stevens  as  his 
orderly-  sergeant.  These  officers  held  the  higher  rank  in 
the  regiment  of  mihtia,  and  at  the  same  time  accepted 
positions  of  lower  rank  in  the  detachments  for  defence. 
Major  Bellows  was  expected  to  cover  Charlestown.  Wal- 
pole,  Westmoreland  and  Great  Meadows,  and  even  West- 
minster and  Rockingham,  but  he  had  also  the  local  militia 
to  assist.  The  other  company  of  tvcent3--six  men  was 
placed  under  Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Willard,  who  also  served  as 
lieutenant  commanding  the  company,  and  small  detach- 
ments were  stationed  at  Fort  Dummer,  Kcene  and  other 
places  in  this  vicinit}-.  The  men  were  mustered  Sept.  13 
and  discharged  Xov.  19.  of  that  ^-ear.  Ichabod  Fisher  of 
Keene  was  in  Willard 's  company.  These  troops  were  in 
addition  to  the  local  militia;  but  beyond  this  New  Hamp- 
shire did  almost  nothing  for  the  protection  of  the  settle- 
ments in  the  Connecticut  valley. 

Gov.  Shirley-  of  Massachusetts  complained  to  the  king 
of  the  neglect  of  New  Hampshire,  and  asked  to  be  relieved 
from  the  maintenance  of  those  forts  which  were  now 
be3-ond  his  jurisdiction.  The  king  sent  additional  instruc- 
tions to  Gov.  Wentworth,  who  urged  upon  the  legislature 
the  necessit}-  of  making  provision  for  the  defence  of  the 
western  frontier.  But  the  legislature  dela\-ed  action,  alleged 
the  poverty  of  the  province  as  an  excuse  for  shirking  the 
expense,  and  gained  time  b}-  sending  an  address  to  the 
king.  The  king's  instructions  to  Gov.  Wentworth  had 
contained  a  threat  to  restore  Fort  Dummer  to  Massa- 
chusetts "with  a  proper  district  contiguous  thereto  "  if  Xew 
Hampshire  did  not  provide  for  its  maintenance:  and  the 
same  threat  applied  to  all  these  forts  in  Xew  Hampshire 
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which  Massachusetts  maintained.  But  to  the  document 
was  also  added  :  "But  Ilis  Majesty,  considering  tlic  imjjort- 
ance  of  tlie  said  fort,  and  the  great  mischief  that  may 
happen  to  his  subjects  in  those  jjarts,  in  case  the  same 
should  in  tlie  mean  time  fall  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy, 
doth  therefore  think  it  proper  hereby  to  order  and  require 
the  governor  of  Massachusetts  Ba^^  to  represent  to  the 
assembly  of  that  province  the  necessity  of  continuing 
to  provide  for  the  security  of  Fort  Dunimer  until  fi  final 
answer  can  be  obtained  from  New  Hamjjshire  and  His 
Majest5''s  pleasure  be  further  signified  herein." 

Upon  receiving  this  order  the  general  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts voted  to  maintain  those  forts  for  three  months; 
and  they  afterwards  extended  the  time  and  kept  troops 
there  till  the  spring  of  1757,  when  they  were  made  places 
of  rendezvous  by  the  generals  commanding  the  British 
forces,  and  remained  under  their  control  through  the  war. 
At  this  time  there  were  thirty-two  families  at  Charles- 
town,  and  they  had  left  the  fort  and  settled  on  their  lots. 
The  place  was  gencralh'  called  No.  4  until  after  the  close 
of  this  war,  and  even  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th 
century. 

On  the  30th  of  August  that  place  was  again  visited 
by  the  savages.  Eleven  of  them  went  to  the  house  of 
Capt.  James  Johnson,  a])out  100  rods  north  of  the  fort, 
captured  him,  his  wife,  three  children,  a  young  sister  of 
Mrs.  Johnson,  Ebenezer  Farns worth  and  Peter  Larabee, 
and  took  them  to  Crown  Point  and  thence  to  Canada. 

This  and  the  outrages  at  Stevenstown  were  committed 
by  the  St.  Francis  Indians  and  their  allies,  the  Schaghti- 
cokes  and  Squawkheags,  who  formerly  inhabited  this 
region. 

Capt.  Phineas  Stevens,  who  was  at  No.  4,  immediately 
sent  a  dispatch  to  his  commanding  officer  on  the  frontier, 
Col.  Hinsdale,  at  Fort  Dummer,  announcing  the  capture 
and  stating  the  time  to  have  been  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  of  Angust.  Maj.  Bellows  was  at  Westmoreland  when 
the  news  reached  him,  and  he  immediately  reported  the 
fact  to  his  regimental  commander.  Col.  Blanchard,  but 
makes  an  error  of  one  day  in  the  time  of  the  capture. 
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Letter  from  Major  F'ellows  to  Col.  Bhincharcl. 

"Sir:  We  have  the  news  from  Charlestown,  that  on 
Thursday  morning,  the  29th  of  this  instant,  the  Indians 
came  to  the  house  of  James  Johnson,  broke  in  and  took 
said  Johnson,  his  wife,  and  three  children,  and  a  maid,  and 
one  Eljenezer  Farnsworth  and  Laraljec  and  they  suppose 
have  carried  them  all  off.  The}-  hcive  not  found  any  of  them 
killed.  The  people  are  in  great  distress  all  down  the  river 
and  at  Keene  and  at  Swanzey,  and  the  few  men  sent,  will 
not  supply  more  than  one  town,  and  the  people  cannot 
secure  their  grain  nor  hardh'  keep  their  garrison  &c. 

"  Benjamin  Bellows. 

"Westmoreland,  Aug.  31,  17.54. 
Colonel  Joseph  Blanchard. 

"P.  S.  I  have  got  no  further  than  Westmoreland,  when 
I  wrote  this,  and  got  all  the  men  safe  there.         B.  B." 

Mr.  Hale  in  his  Annals  of  Keene  says:  "In  this  year, 
the  savages  again  committed  acts  of  hostility.  —  Some  time 
in  the  fall,  an  cxpi'css  arrived  at  Keene,  1)ringing  informa- 
tion, that  a  party  of  the  enemy  had  appeared  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Penacook  (Concord),  where  the3'  had  killed,  and 
captured,  several  whites.  This  w-as  in  the  afternoon.  The 
inhabitants  immediateh-  assembled,  and  appointed  several 
persons  to  keep  guard,  through  the  night,  directing  them 
to  walk,  continualh',  from  the  house  of  David  Nims  (near 
Lewis  Page's  house,  in  Prison-street),  to  the  meadow  gate 
(near  Mr.  Carpenter's);  and  agreed  immediateh'  to  com- 
plete the  fort,  the  re-building  of  which  had  already-  been 
commenced.  The  next  day  ever}'  one  able  to  labor,  went 
to  work  upon  the  fort,  and  soon  prepared  it  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  settlers."  (That  is,  repaired  the  eighteen  or 
twent}'  houses  inside  the  fort  for  families  to  occupy'.  Mr. 
Carpenter  lived  where  Mr.  E.  F.  Lane  now  does.) 

The  spring  of  1755  opened  with  the  movement  of  three 
expeditions  against  the  strongholds  of  the  French  on  our 
borders.  One  under  Gen.  Braddock  to  Fort  Duquesne;  one 
under  Gen.  Shirlej-  of  Massachusetts  against  Niagara;  and 
one  commanded  b}'  Gen.  Johnson  against  Crown  Point. 

However  delinquent  New  Hampshire  may  have  been  in 
protecting  the  settlements  in  the  Connecticut  valle^',  she  did 
nobly  in  furnishing  troops  for  outside  expeditions.  For  the 
army  of  Gen.  Johnson,  the  province  raised  a  regiment  of 
600  men  under  Col.  Joseph  Blanchard  of  Dunstable,  with 
Josiah  Willard  of  Keene  lieutenant  colonel.  That  regiment 
was  ready  to  take  the  field  on  the  1st  of  April,  and  was 
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ordered  to  rendezvous  at  tlie  fort  in  Stevenstown,  now 
Franklin.  Tlie  lort  was  on  the  Ijank  of  the  Merrimae  river, 
on  t])e  farm  sinee  owned  hy  Daniel  Webster.  The  regi- 
ment marelied  from  there  to  No.  4-,  and  thenee  via  Fort 
Duminer  and  Al))any  to  join  Gen.  Johnson,  and  was  ]>o.sted 
at  Fort  Edward.  Xo  names  of  Keene  men  are  found  on 
the  rolls  of  this  regiment  except  that  of  Lt.  Col.  Willard, 
don1)tk'ss  for  the  reason  that  all  were  needed  to  protect 
their  own  settlement. 

Earlv  in  the  sea.'^on  the  Indians  began  their  ravages  in 
these  valleys.  At  No.  4  the}'  killed  a  number  of  cattle, 
carrving  awa}-  every  part  that  was  valuable  for  food  or 
for  any  other  purjjose.  So  free  from  these  raids  had  the 
country  been  for  several  years  that  people  had  pushed  out 
into  the  wilderness  and  taken  up  lands  beyond  the  protec- 
tion of  the  forts.  These  advanced  settlers,  some  of  them 
miles  away  from  any  fort  or  neighbors,  were  now  in  great 
peril.  Several  families  in  this  vicinity,  among  them  Mr. 
Peter  Hayward,  the  first  settler  in  what  is  now  Surry, 
hastened  to  the  fort  in  Keene.  His  next  neighbor,  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Dav  of  Keene,  came  at  the  same  time. 

In  June  the  Indians  attacked  a  party  at  Hinsdale,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut,  in  what  is  now  Vernon, 
Yt.,  killed  two  men  and  captured  one.  The  others  escaped 
to  the  fort.  On  the  27tli  the}'  surprised  Caleb  How,  Hll- 
kiali  Grout  and  Benjamin  Gaffield  near  the  same  place. 
How  was  killed,  Gaffield  was  drowned  in  attempting  to 
cross  the  river,  and  Grout  escaped.  The  savages  then 
went  to  Bridgman's  Fort,  where  these  men  belonged,  cap- 
tured fourteen  persons  and  burned  the  fort.  Among  the 
prisoners  was  the  wife  of  Caleb  How,  "The  Fair  Captive," 
whose  pathetic  story  is  told  in  a  brilliant  manner  by  Col. 
Humphrey  in  his  "Life  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam." ^  On  the 
30th  of  the  same  month,  they  appeared  again  at  Keene. 

"On  one  of  the  last  da3"s  of  Jime,  an  attack  was  made 
on  the  fort  at  Keene,  then  in  command  of  Capt.  William 
Svms.  The  savages  were  beaten  off;  but  in  their  retreat 
they  killed  many  cattle,  burned  several  buildings,  and  cap- 
tivated Benjamin  Twitchell."- 

1  Sec  also  Hiilkiipp's  Hi.'torv  o{  Xcw  Hampshire,  vol.  3. 
-  -Massuchuselts  .Archives. 
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"When  traces  of  Indians  were  discovered,  near  any  of 
the  frontiers,  it  was  the  custom  to  fire,  as  an  alarm  to  all 
within  hearing,  three  guns  in  regular  and  quick  succession. 
If  heard  at  an^v  of  the  posts,  it  was  answered  in  the  same 
manner;  if  not  answered,  the  alarm  was  repeated.  In  June, 
the  peojjle  at  Westmoreland,  discovering  traces  of  Indians, 
fired  an  alarm,  which  was  heard  at  Kccnc.  A  bod_v  of  men 
was  immediatelv  sent  to  their  relief;  but  thc\'  returned 
without  discovering  the  enemy.  That  they  were  lurking  in 
the  vicinity,  and  that  thev  followed  home  the  party  from 
Keene,  is  probalile,  as,  the  next  day  they  captured  Benja- 
min Twitchcll.  He  had  been  to  Ash  Swamp;  on  his  re- 
turn, he  took  with  him  a  tub,  which,  it  is  supposed,  he 
carried  upon  his  head.  This  tub  was  afterwards  found,  on 
the  East  bank  of  the  river,  near  where  the  mills  now  stand ; 
and  there  the  Indians  probably  seized  him.  He  was  con- 
ducted up  the  river;  in  the  meadows.  West  and  North  of 
deacon  Welder's,  the  Indians  killed  .several  oxen,  a  horse 
and  colt.  The  colt  was  cut  up,  and  the  best  pieces  of  meat 
carried  off.  In  this  meadow,  they  left  a  bow  made  of  lev- 
ervvood,  and  several  arrows.  They  encamped,  for  the  night, 
in  M'Curdy's  meadow,  in  Surry,  where  four  crotched  sticks 
were  discovered  driven  into  the  ground,  in  such  positions 
as  led  to  the  belief  that  to  each  was  confined  one  of  the 
limbs  of  the  prisoner.  The  party  then  proceeded  to  Oue- 
bec,  where  Twitchell  met  with  Josiah  Foster  and  his  fam- 
i\y,  who  were  captured  at  Winchester.  For  the  honor  of 
Foster,  the  f)articulars  of  his  capture  should  be  recorded. 
Returning  home,  one  evening,  he  found  his  house  in  the 
possession  of  Indians,  who  had  captured  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. He  could  have  escaped,  but  he  determined  to  give 
himself  up,  that  he  might  share  their  fate,  and  have  an  op- 
portunity to  alleviate  their  sufferings.  He  accompanied 
them  to  Quebec,  carrying  his  wife  on  his  back,  a  great  part 
of  the  way.  There  the}'  remained  until,  being  ransomed, 
they  were  sent,  b\'  water,  to  Boston.  Twitchell  was  put 
on  board  the  same  vessel,  but,  being  taken  sick,  he  was 
set  on  shore,  and  died  in  a  few  days. 

"A  month  or  two  afterwards,  a  partj'  of  Indians  were 
discovered  in  the  meadov/,  South  of  the  town  line,  by  the 
people  of  Swanzey.  The}',  with  four  soldiers  to  guard 
them,  were  coming,  in  a  body  and  armed,  to  work  in  the 
North  meadows.  The  soldiers,  who  were  in  advance,  heard 
a  rustling  in  the  bushes,  and  one,  supposing  it  caused  by  a 
deer,  fired  his  musket  at  the  spot.  The  Indians,  supposing 
the}'  were  discovered,  rose  and  fired  at  the  soldiers,  who, 
frightened,  ran  to  the  quarter,  now  called  Scotland.  The 
people,  coming  up,  saw  the  Indians,  attacked  them,  and 
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(irove  tlicm  to  Ihc  jjlaiii,  West  of  tlie  factoi-y.  An  cxjircss 
\\:\s  instantly  sent  to  Kccne;  and  a  ])arty  of  fifteen  men, 
under  Ca])t.  Aletcalf,  went  f)ut  to  meet  them.  Tliis  ])nrtv 
went  first  to  the  foot  of  the  In'll,  Ijcyond  Mr.  lleaton's, 
snpposin^  the  Indians  wonkl  tliere  eross  tlie  Ilraneh.  Re- 
maining^ there  a  short  time,  ^\ithont  discovering  an}-  In- 
dians, a  Mr.  Howard  proj)osed  to  j?o  to  another  ford  still 
fartlier  up.  Josiah  French,  a  shrewd  man,  observed,  'those 
who  wish  to  meet  with  the  Indians,  had  better  sta}'  here: 
I  feel  no  desire  to  see  them,  and  will  go  over  the  hill  with 
Howard.'  It  was  agreed  to  go  over  the  hill ;  but  no  sooner 
had  they  reached  the  top  of  the  nearest  eminence,  than  they 
discovered  nine  Indians  crossing  at  the  ford  they  had  left. 
They  lay  in  wait  for  them  a  few  hours,  but  did  not  see 
them  afterwards.  Returning  to  the  fort,  Howard  received 
no  mcrcv  from  the  men,  women  and  children  within  it. 
Several  days  afterwards,  the  men  went,  in  a  body  and 
armed,  to  hoe  Mr.  Day's  corn,  near  Surry,  and  discovered 
that  an  old  house,  in  that  neighborhood,  had  been  burnt; 
it  was  supposed  to  have  been  set  on  fire  by  the  same  party 
of  Indians. 

"  Afterw^ards,  l)ut  in  what  year  is  not  recollected,  an- 
other, and  the  last  party  of  Indians  made  a  visit  to  Keene. 
The  inhabitants  had  cleared  and  fenced  a  large  common 
field  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  acres,  laying  south- 
wardly of  Mrs.  Lanman's  [Thomas  Thompson's]  house. 
This  field  was  used  as  a  cow  pasture,  and  the  access  to  it 
was  hy  a  path  which  led  southwardly  along  the  high 
ground  East  of  the  place  where  the  turnpike  and  Baker's 
lane  unite.  When  driving  their  cows  to  this  pasture,  it  was 
the  custom  of  the  inhabitants  not  to  go  in  the  path,  for 
fear  of  a  surprise,  but  on  one  or  the  other  side  of  it.  Early 
one  morning,  they  came  suddenly  upon  a  party  of  Indians, 
concealed  in  thick  bushes,  and  busily  engaged  in  mending 
their  moccasons.  They  instantly  started  up  and  escaped. 
It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  leather,  with  which 
they  were  mending  their  moccasons,  had  l)cen  stolen,  the 
night  before,  from  a  tannery  at  Walpole  or  Charlestown." 

(Annals,  pages  32-4.) 

In  July  came  the  depressing  news  of  Braddock's  defeat 
in  his  attempt  on  Fort  Duquesne.  The  province  had 
been  drained  of  men  to  swell  those  three  armies  of  inva- 
sion, every  one  of  which  w-as  defeated.  In  many  places 
the  crops  were  lost  or  greath-  injured  from  want  of  men 
to  cultivate  and  gather  them,  and  the  outlook  for  the 
coming  winter  w'as  exceedingly  gloora3\ 
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Jul_v  25,  Scth  Field  of  Northfielcl,  writes:  ''Since  the 
disasti-ou.s  tidiness  from  Ohio,  and  the  dela^v  of  the  Crown 
Point  forces,  tlie  mischief  done  above  us  together  with  our 
circumstances,  has  so  discourapfcd  the  hearts  of  our  people 
that  the}-  are  almost  read}-  to  give  up  all  and  care  only 
for  their  lives.  .1  fine  harvest  is  on  tlie  ground,  and 
likelv  to  be  lost  for  want  of  a  guard.  The  few  soldiers 
we  have  are  constanth'  on  dutv.  paid  not  half  sufficient 
to  guard  the  laborers."    (Histor\-  of  Northfield.) 

The  Indians  made  frequent  attacks  on  the  New  Hamp- 
shire frontiers  during  the  summer,  j^articulari}-  in  the  Con- 
necticut vallev.  Sometime  in  Ju!_\'.  Daniel  Twitchel!  and 
John  Flint  were  cutting  timl)er  for  oars  on  the  hill  half  a 
mile  east  of  the  town  of  Wrdpole.  Both  were  shot  dead, 
one  was  scalped,  the  other  cut  open  and  his  heart  taken 
out  and  laid  on  his  breast  —  a  threat  of  continued  ^var. 

On  the  22(1  an  attack  was  made  on  Hinsdell's  fort, 
and  two  men  were  killed  and  two  or  three  captured.  In 
a  letter  of  Col.  Hinsdell  to  Gov.  Wentworth,  written  at 
this  time,  he  says:  "I  entreat  your  Excellency's  com- 
passionate regards  for  raj-self  and  the  people  in  these 
parts,  and  earnesth*  pra}-  your  Excellency-  will  send  us  a 
suitable  protection.  We  are  loath  to  tarry  here  merely  to 
be  killed." 

Gov.  Wentworth  sent  a  company-  of  twenty'-one  men 
to  No.  4,  under  Capt.  James  Neall,  to  scout  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  ^Massachusetts  sent  two  companies  to  the 
posts  below.  Capt.  Neall's  company-  was  mustered  into 
the  service  on  the  13th  of  August,  and  discharged  on  the 
1st  of  October. 

John  Kilburn,  the  first  settler  of  W'alpole,  had  biiilt  his 
log  cabin  on  the  border  of  the  rich  intervale  a  little  to  the 
south  of  Cold  river,  .\bout  noon  on  the  17th  of  August, 
Kilburn  and  his  son  John,  seventeen  years  old,  and  a  man 
named  Peak,  and  his  son,  were  returning  home  from  their 
work,  when  they  discovered  Indians  "as  tliick  as  grass- 
hoppers" concealed  among  the  bushes.  They  hastened  to 
the  house,  fastened  the  door  and  prepared  for  defence. 
Mrs.  Kilburn  and  the  daughter  Hetty  bravely  seconded 
their  efforts,  ran  the  bullets  and  aided  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. 
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Their  ^rame  havin;:  escaped  aini  taken  refuge  in  the 
hf»use,  the  Indians  decided  to  make  their  first  attack  on 
Col.  Bellows,  who.'^e  house,  or  fort,  was  a  mile  a7id  a  half 
south  of  Kili)i.irn's.  As  they  crawled  up  the  bank  and 
crossed  a  foot  path  cast  of  their  h<mse  the  Killiurns 
counted  197  oi  them,  and  there  were  as  man_v  more  ]\iug 
in  aml'ush  near  the  mouth  of  Cold  river.  Col.  Bellows 
had  a  mill  on  Blanchard 's  brook,"  a  mile  east  of  Kil- 
burn's,  where  he  was  at  work  with  his  gang  of  aljout 
twent}' — some  authorities  say  thirty  —  men.  The  Indians 
waylaid  his  path.  Bellows  and  his  rnen,  each  with  a  bag 
of  meal  on  his  back  and  his  gun  in  his  hand,  started  for 
his  fort,  and  s(jon  their  dogs  gave  warning  of  Indians. 
Bellows  ordered  his  men  to  throw  down  their  meal,  ad- 
vance to  a  rise  of  ground  just  in  front  of  them,  crawl  up 
the  bfijik,  then  spring  to  their  feet,  give  one  whoop,  and 
drop  into  the  sv/eet  ferns. 

The  manoeuvre  succeeded  admirably,  L']')on  hearing  the 
whoo]j.  the  Indians  rose  in  a  semicircle  across  the  path, 
and  Bcliows'  men  gave  them  a  volley  that  laid  several  of 
them  low,  and  so  disconcerted  the  wliole  bod}-  that  they 
fk-d  into  the  bushes  without  firing  a  shot.  Bellows  filed 
his  men  riff  to  tlie  south,  and  reached  the  fort  in  safety. 

The  v.  holc  bodv  of  Indians  then  returned  to  Kilburn's 
house.  OiiC  of  tliem.  "  Philip,"  who  had  ]jreviousl\-  made 
Ivilburn  visits  of  pretended  fricn<]shi|j,  came  forward  and 
called  out  from  behind  a  tree:  "Old  John,  young  John,  I 
know  you ;  come  out  here.  We  give  ye  good  (juarter." 
"Ouarterl"  replied  Kilburn  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  "You 
};lack  nascals,  iK-gonc  or  we'll  cjuartcr  you." 

I'iiilip  rctire<],  a  consultation  was  held,  and  then  the 
war-who<)]i  sounded,  as  if  "all  the  devils  in  hell  had  broke 
loose,"  and  a  furious  assault  began. 

"  Prol^ablN'  no  less  than  four  hun<lrcd  bullets  were 
lodged  in  Killmrn's  house  at  the  first  fire."  The  enemy 
were  on  higher  ground,  and  when  the  fight  was  over 
"  tiie  roof  was  a  perfect  '  riddle  sieve.' "  Some  fell  to  butch- 
ering cattle,  (Hhcrs  to  destroying  hay  and  grain,  "while  a 
shower  of  bullets  kcjjt  u])  one  continued  ])elting  against 
Llie  house."    Tlic  two  nien  and  two  boys  poured  in  their 
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shots  with  dead]_v  aim,  Tbe  two  women  loaded  the  guns, 
and  the  firing  was  so  rapid  as  to  heat  the  barrels  till  ihey 
were  compelled  to  v>-ait  for  them  to  cooh  The  Indians 
beheved  that  a  much  larger  force  was  in  the  house.  The 
women  gathered  up  the  bullets  that  fell  through  the  roof 
and  ran  theiii  over  for  their  own  use.  All  that  afternoon 
the  incessant  firing  was  kept  up.  As  the  s-'an  went  down 
the  savages  began  to  creep  away,  taking  their  dead  and 
wounded  with  them;  and  when  night  came  on,  the  brave 
little  garrison  was  relieved  from  the  strain  and  left  to 
enjoy  the  victory-  it  had  so  gallantly  won.  Peak  was 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  died  five  days  later  from  want 
of  surgical  care.    All  the  others  escaped  unhurt. 

Thus  Keene  was  covered  and  protected  by  these  more 
advanced  settlements,  and  her  battles  were  fought  on  their 
ground. 

The  attacks  of  the  ericmy  were  so  frequent  and  the 
troops  so  lew  that  in  September  the  citizens  of  Xo.  -i, 
despairing  of  aid  from  New  Hampshire  again  petitioned 
the  authorities  of  Massachusetts  ior  protection,  stating 
that  on  ten  different  occasions  attacks  had  been  made  on 
that  place  within  the  two  years  preceding,  Massachusetts 
responded  and  again  sent  her  soldiers  for  the  defence  of 
that  town  and  others  in  the  vicinity,  and  a  gnard  remained 
at  the  fort  until  it  came  under  the  control  of  the  British 
generals  in  1757.  With  the  exception  of  killing  and  driv- 
ing away  some  cattle,  no  njore  outrages  were  committed 
in  the  Connecticut  valley  during  that  autumn. 

The  season  of  1755  had  been  one  of  great  distress  to 
the  people  of  these  frontier  towns.  They  were  harrassed 
with  the  constant  danger  of  attack  from  the  savages,  and 
those  dangers  fre(]neritly  culminated  in  massacre  or  cap- 
tivity-. Xt  Hinsdale  and  vicinity  eighteen  persons  had  been 
killed  or  captured  during  the  season. 

"The  exertions  niade  for  the  reduction  of  Crown  Point, 
not  only  failed  of  their  object,  l)ut  provoked  the  Indians 
to  execute  their  mischievous  designs  against  the  frontiers 
of  Xew  Hampshire  ;  which  were  now  left  wholly  uncovered, 
and  exposed  to  their  full  force.  Betv.-een  the  rivers  Con- 
necticut and  St.  Francis  there  is  a  safe  and  easy  communi- 
cation by  short  carrying  places  with  which  they  were 
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l)crfcctly  acf|uaiiitec].  The  Indians  of  tlic  latter  river, 
therefore,  made  frerpient  inenrsions,  and  returned  unmo- 
lested with  their  i)risoners  and  booty."  (Belkna[j's  History 
of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  2,  ])age  293.) 

At  this  t\m(t  Lieut.  John  Hawks  was  in  command  of  a 
line  of  forts  on  the  western  frontier  of  Massachusetts, 
from  Northfield  through  Greenfield,  Colrain  and  Charle- 
mont  to  Hoosack  mountain.  Indian  scouts  were  seen 
along  the  border  and  it  was  a  time  of  general  alarm. 

In  the  provincial  council  at  Portsmouth,  Jan.  2,  1756, 
was  read : 

"The  Humble  Meniorial  &  Petition  of  Josiah  Willard 
Benjamin  Bellows  &  Isaac  Parker  (of  Clareniont)  in  l^ehalf 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  of  Kcenc,  Swans}',  Win- 
chester, Walpole,  Putney  &  New  Charles  Town  all  in  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  Shews  — 

"That  the  Towns  aforesaid  are  Situate  on  the  Frontiers 
of  the  Province  aforesaid,  and  tho  the}-  are  ver}'  Con- 
siderably Improved  So  as  to  Raise  all  the  Necessar}-  Pro- 
visions for  the  Inhabitants,  yet  are  now  but  Weak  handed 
man}'  of  their  aV)lest  Alen  having  Listed  in  the  Late  Expe- 
dition &  arc  Still  a])sent— And  by  their  Situation  the  Said 
Inhabitants  are  Greatly  Ex]ios'd  to  Danger  from  the  Incur- 
sions of  the  French  &  Indian  Enemy  from  whom  there 
Seems  to  be  a  Greater  Probabilitv  of  an  Attack  now 
*  *  *  *  than  at  any  time  Since  the  Last  War.  That 
the  Said  Inhabitants  have  at  their  Own  Expense  Built 
Good  Forts  which  would  be  Sufficient  for  their  Defence 
with  a  Competent  number  of  Alen  which  they  did  &  De- 
fended their  Settlements  while  tbc}-  got  their  DaiW  Bread 
at  the  Peril  of  their  Lives  During  the  Last  War.  But  as 
there  Seems  to  be  no  other  Rout  for  the  Enemy  to  take  or 
at  Least  not  any  where  they  are  Invited  hy  an  Ecjual 
Pros])ect  of  Success,  As  there  is  no  Room  to  Doubt  of  their 
Inclination  or  Vigilance  to  Improve  Every  Op]:)ortunity  to 
Annoy  us,  nor  of  their  Ability  to  Execute  their  Schemes 
for  making  a  Descent  upon  Our  Settlements,  which  they 
Look  ui)on  with  a  very  Envious  Eye,  the  Said  Inhabitants 
Cant  but  Apprehend  their  Danger  Greater  now  than  Ever 
—  This  Fear  is  Quicken "d  also  by  the  Remembrance  of  their 
Great  Sufferings  During  the  Last  War  &  which  the}'  now 
begin  to  feel  again  with  others  of  the  Same  kind  Coming 
upon  them  with  Double  Weight  —  For  besides  the  Loss  of 
many  Lives  w<^^  they  then  Sustained,  it  is  not  a  most  un- 
comfortable Situation  to  be  kept  always  in  fear  of  being 
Ambushed  to  have  Life  Continually  hang  in  Suspence  & 


THE  LAST  FRE.XCH  AND  IXDIAX  WAR. 


127 


Doubt,  from  those  who  Lye  in  Wait  to  Destroy  —  to  fear 
being  Suddenly  Disi)alclied  or  Caj)tivated  by  a  Barbarous 
Enem_v  when  about  Business  in  Ihe  Secure  Retreat  they 
have  —  that  the  ver^-  Water  they  rise  is  I'urehased  with  the 
hazzard  of  their  Blood  as  well  as  their  Bread  at  tlie  Peril 
of  their  Lives  and  to  have  3)0  Prospect  of  Help  nor  Asylum 
to  fly  to  for  Safety  This  State  of  Life  Every  One  on  the 
Least  Attentioia  will  See  is  most  Pittiable  —  *  *  *  * 
That  the  Said  Inhabitants  Weary  of  Such  a  Precarious 
Condition  will  not  Endure  it  much  Longer  but  Will  & 
must  Quit  their  Habitations  tho'  they  now  begin  to  be 
Pleasant  (in  other  Respects)  as  Well  as  Profitable  j-et  they 
had  Rather  part  with  all  than  Risque  their  Lives  in  the 
manner  aforesaid  *  *  *  g^t  whether  this  will  be  for 
the  Public  Good  —  whether  the  Advantage  Arising  to  the 
Province  hy  Maintaining  &;  Supporting  these  Settlements 
will  Countervail  the  Charge  is  what  your  I'etitioners 
would  Humbly  Suggest  to  be  Considered  And  which  Way 
vSoever  it  Shall  be  Deternnned  they  Pray  they  may  have 
an  Explicit  &  Si)eedy  Answer  That  they  may  not  be  kept 
in  Expectation  till  they  have  no  Way  of  Escape  —  till  they 
are  either  Killd  Captivated  or  have  their  Substance 
Destroyed  And  as  they  Apprehend  the  Danger  Great  W^^  is 
Impending  the}'  Pmy  Your  Speedy-  &  wise  Resolution  upon 
the  Premises  and  thev  Shall  as  in  Duty  Bound  Ever  Prav 
&c- 

Josiah  Willard 
Benj-^  Bellows 
Isaac  Parker 

"In  Council  Jan^'y  2^  1756  read  &  recommend  &  Sent 
Down  to  the  Hon^''*^  3''-'  Assembly 

Theodore  Atkinson  Sec''J'" 
(State  Papers,  vol.  18,  page  4.34.) 

Apparently  no  action  was  taken  \i]>on  this  petition. 
On  the  7th  of  June  the  Indians  again  appeared  at  Win- 
chester and  captured  Josiah  Foster,  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren. On  the  18th  they  visited  Charlestown  and  killed 
Lieut.  Moses  Willard  and  wounded  his  son.  They  also  ap- 
peared at  Hinsdale,  and  were  discovered  in  ambush  b^^  Zeb- 
ulon  Stebbins  and  Reuben  WVight,  who  gave  the  alarm  and 
prevented  the  capture  of  several  persons  for  whom  they 
were  h'ing  in  wait.  Wright  was  wounded,  but  both  he 
and  Stebbins  escaped. 

During  the  winter  of  1756-7,  a  compan}-  of  rangers, 
numbering  fifty-five  men,  under  Capt.  John   Burk,  was 
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stationed  at  Hinsrlcll's  fort  by  the  authorities  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Xo  iiicnrsions  were  made  until  the  20th  of  April, 
when  aliont  seventy  French  and  Indians  came  to  No.  4, 
captured  Dea.  Thomas  Adams,  David  Farnsworth,  Samson 
Colefax,  Thomas  Kobbins,  and  Asa  Spolford  and  took 
them  to  Canada.    Only  Farnsworth  and  Robbins  returned. 

P^arh"  in  March  of  this  year  another  regiment  of  500 
men  was  raised  by  New  Hampshire  to  continue  outside 
operations  against  the  P'rench.  Men  from  the  neighboring 
towns  joined  this  regiment,  but  none  from  Keene,  so  far 
as  appears.  One  battalion  under  ht.  Col.  John  Goffe,  of 
Bedford,  had  its  rendezvous  at  No.  4;  but  it  arrived  too 
late  to  prevent  the  outrage  committed  there  on  the  20th 
of  A[)ril.  and  after  halting  a  few  da3'S  at  that  post 
marched  to  Albanj^  and  thence  to  Fort  William  Henrj'. 
This  force  was  replaced  at  No.  4  by  a  regiment  of  500 
men  from  Connecticut  under  Col.  Whiting.  These  troops 
were  active  and  ranged  the  woods  as  far  as  Lake  Cham- 
plain. 

Lord  Loudon,  now  conimander-in-chief  of  the  English 
forces,  took  command  of  the  expedition  to  Halifax,  leav- 
ing the  cowardly  and  inefficient  Gen.  Webb  in  command 
before  Crown  Point,  who  with  4,000  men  lay  timidly  in 
his  camp,  and  allowed  Montcalm,  wnth  a  force  scarceh^  su- 
perior to  liis  own,  to  capture  Fort  William  Henr\-,  includ- 
ing the  garrison  of  2,200  men.  After  the  surrender  the  In- 
dian allies  of  the  French,  in  spite  of  Montcalm's  orders  to 
the  contrary',  massacred  manx'  of  the  prisoners,  including 
SO  of  the  New  Hampshire  battalion  of  200  men. 

The  settlers  were  seized  with  consternation  and  dis- 
may. Webb  was  terror-stricken  and  sent  pressing  appeals 
for  help,  and  New  Hampshire  immediately  raised  another 
battalion  of  250  under  Col.  Thomas  Tasli  of  Durham. 
After  his  success,  however,  Gen.  Alontcahn  withdrew  to 
Canada,  and  Col.  Tash  with  his  battalion  was  stationed 
at  No.  4.  replacing  the  Connecticut  troops,  who  marched 
to  Fort  Edward. 

During  these  j^ears  of  the  war  the  annual  town  meet- 
ings of  Keene  had  been  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  March 
in  each  _vear  as  required  by  the  charter,  and  at  each, 
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mone_v  had  been  raised  for  tbe  Kev.  Mr.  Carpenter's  salary 
and  other  ex])eiises.  Before  the  meetinghouse  was  com- 
pleted these  meetiiisfs  were  held  at  private  houses  —  that 
of  1755  at  Joseph  Ellis's,  and  that  of  1756,  at  Nathan 
Blake's.  That  of  1757  was  opened  at  the  fort  and 
adjourned  to  the  house  of  Joseph  Ellis.  "  Voted  to  Build 
a  Bridge  Over  the  River  at  the  Place  called  Dales  Ford- 
wa\"."i  Isaac  Clark,  Lieut.  Ej)hraim  Dornian,  Ensign 
William  Smccd,  Ebcnczer  Nims.  Nathan  Blake  and  Dea. 
David  Foster  were  chosen  a  committee  to  build  the  bridge, 
and  "Seventy  Pounds  New  Tenor"  were  voted  to  defray 
the  expense. 

The  annual  meeting  of  175S  was  held  "at  the  House 
of  Ser.  Ebenezer  Nims  in  the  Fort."  "One  Hundred  and 
Tliirty  Pounds  New  Tenor"  were  raised  for  the  support  of 
the  gospel  for  the  year  —  showing  that  one  dollar  of  specie 
was  worth  five  of  the  paper  currenc}-  of  that  time,  his 
salary  Ijeing  twentv-six  pounds,  silver  money. 

Article  7  of  the  warrant,  "To  see  if  they  will  do  any- 
thing further  toward  finishing  the  meetinghouse."  was 
dismissed.  The  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  war  were  so 
great,  the  production  of  crops  so  restricted,  and  monej'  so 
depreciated  that  real  povertv'  was  upon  the  settlers  with 
all  its  privations  and  discouragements.  The\'  suffered  at 
times  from  want  of  sufficient  food  and  clothing;  and,  rigidly 
and  devoutly  pious  as  most  of  them  were,  thc}-  could  not 
Sparc  the  money  to  complete  their  church  edifice. 

All  the  military  expeditions  of  the  English  in  this  coun- 
trv'  in  1757  had  failed,  and  again  New  Hampshire  raised 
her  quota  of  800  men  for  the  three  planned  for  1758.  Of 
those  troops  one  hundred  men  were  detailed  for  garrison 
dut3-  at  No.  4.  Dtiring  the  simimer  of  this  3'ear,  the  In- 
dians continued  their  incursions  on  the  frontier  towns. 
"At  Hinsdale,  thex'  killed  Capt.  Moore,  and  his  son,  took 
his  family,  and  burned  his  house."-  At  No.  4  the}"  killed 
Asahel  Stebbins,  took  Mrs.  Stebbins  and  Isaac  Parker 
prisoners,  and  slaughtered  a  large  number  of  cattle.  The 
cattle  of  the  frontiersmen,  roaming  in  the  woods,  often 
served  to  furnish  provision  for  the  skulking  savage.  Capt. 
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John  Burk  with  his  compan3'  of  ran<^ers  j^unrded  the  lower 
towns  in  the  Connecticut  valley.  John  Hawks  was  now  a 
major,  commanded  troops  in  western  Massachusetts  and 
in  the  campaign  against  Ticondcroga;  and  Capt.  Isaac 
Wynian,  who  afterwards  came  to  Kccnc,  had  commanded 
at  F"ort  Massachusetts  in  1755-7,  and  continued  to  hold 
the  same  position. 

The  disastrous  defeat  of  Gen.  Abercrombie  1)cfore  Ticon- 
dcroga had  caused  great  depression  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  but  their  hopes  revived  when  Gen.  Amherst,  soon 
after  his  success  at  Louisburg,  arrived  at  Boston  with  six 
veteran  regiments  and  pressed  on  through  the  woods  to 
Albany  and  took  command  of  the  army  before  Ticondcr- 
oga. It  Avas  too  late  for  offensive  operations  that  fall,  but 
the  confidence  of  the  people  was  restored,  particularly 
when,  in  November,  Gen.  Forbes  took  Fort  Duquesne,  and 
changed  its  name  to  Pittsburg,  in  honor  of  William  Pitt, 
whose  vigorous  war  policx'  had  brouglit  success  to  the 
British  arms. 

During  the  winter  No.  4  was  garrisoned  by  100  regu- 
lar troops  from  the  army,  under  Capt.  Crtiikshanks,  but 
the  Indians  made  no  incursions. 

The  spring  of  1759  opened  with  a  still  more  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.  Commanders  of  high  rank  who 
had  failed  to  win  victories  were  superseded  by  young, 
ambitious  officers  of  true  military  ability.  Gen.  Amherst 
had  replaced  the  weak  and  pompous  Abercrombie;  Gen. 
James  Wolfe,  then  but  thirt3^-two  years  old,  was  sent  to 
operate  against  Quebec;  and  Gen.  Pridcaux  was  directed 
to  seize  the  forts  at  Niagara  and  then  descend  the  St.  Law- 
rence river  and  capture  Montreal. 

Pitt  made  a  personal  appeal  to  Gov.  Wentworth  for 
troops  and  supplies,  and  New  Hampshire  responded  with 
a  regiment  of  1,000  men  under  Col.  Zaccheus  Love  well  of 
Dunstable.  The  veteran  John  Goffe  was  its  lieutenant 
colonel.  Other  towns  in  this  vicinit3'  sent  their  quotas, 
and  no  doubt  Keene  furnished  its  proportion,  but  nearly 
all  the  rolls  of  that  regiment  have  been  lost.  Its  rendez- 
vous was  at  Dunstable,  and  it  marched  thence  via  Wor- 
cester  to    Springfield,   where  it  was   mustered   into  the 
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British  service.  From  Spring-field  it  marched  to  Albany 
and  thence  to  Oswego  and  Niagara. 

Earl}'  in  May  the  100  regular  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  No.  4  to  join  the  army  of  Gen.  Amherst,  and  were 
replaced  by  an  equal  number  of  Massachusetts  troops  sent 
up  from  Deerfield  under  Capt.  Elijah  Smith. 

About  the  first  of  August  the  French  dismantled  and 
abandoned  the  fortresses  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 
which  had  been  for  nearh'  thirt\'  x'ears  their  base  of  oper- 
ations against  the  New  England  settlements,  and  they 
were  immediately  occujned  by  Gen.  Amherst.  This  ended 
those  raids  on  our  frontiers  which  had  brought  such  bar- 
barous atrocities  upon  our  people. 

Wolfe  and  Montcalm  met  on  the  plains  of  Abraham  on 
the  12th  of  September,  and  both  fell.  Quebec  was  surren- 
dered to  the  English  on  the  18th. 

But  there  was  still  one  other  post  that  had  been  the 
rendezvous  of  those  who  had  committed  the  most  inhuman 
barbarities  on  the  English  settlers.  This  was  the  village 
of  the  St.  Francis  Indians  at  the  junction  of  the  St.  Francis 
river  with  the  St.  Lawrence.  From  that  point  scores  of 
raiding  parties  had  been  fitted  out,  and  to  that  village 
they  had  returned  with  their  prisoners,  scalps  and  booty, 
received  their  bounties  from  the  French,  divided  their  plun- 
der, and  danced  their  war-dances  while  torturing  their  vic- 
tims. It  was  determined  to  wipe  that  place  out  of  exist- 
ence, and  chastise  its  brutal  inhabitants. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  Gen.  Amherst  despatched 
Major  Rogers  with  200  men,  most  of  them  his  New  Hamp- 
shire rangers,  with  orders  to  destroy  that  village  "in  such 
a  manner  as  shall  most  effectually  disgrace  and  injure  the 
enem\',"  but  to  spare  women  and  children. 

The  story  of  that  perilotis  expedition  is  a  thrilling  one, 
but  is  too  long  for  insertion  here.  No  raid  of  the  savages 
on  the  white  settlers,  in  any  war,  was  more  frightful  and 
bloody,  or  fell  upon  the  victims  with  a  more  complete 
surprise.  Two  hundred  Indians  were  slain,  twentv  women 
and  children  taken  prisoners,  and  the  village  totalh-  des- 
troyed b}'  fire.  Pursued  by  a  superior  force,  the  rangers 
made  a  hasty  and  disastrous  retreat.    Nearly  one-half  their 
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number  dicfl  from  Ihti^^'^ue,  exposure  and  starvntion,  or 
were  s]aii)  hy  the  infuririted  enemy.  The  remainder  reaehed 
No.  4  in  a  starvin;jj  eondition  sometime  in  Oetoljer. 

All  the  great  expeditions  ]jlannct1  by  I'itt  for  this  year's 
campaign  had  been  snceessful.  With  F(jry»es  at  Pittsburg, 
Johnson  at  Niagara,  Amherst  at  Crown  J'oint  and  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  Wolfe's  army  at  <Juel)ec,  all  pushing  the  enemy 
to  the  wall,  the  Indians  had  enough  to  do  to  aid  their 
allies  in  defence,  and  had  no  time  for  ravages.  Conse- 
quentl}-  the  settlements  in  this  region  had  been  left  in 
peace  tJiroxigh  the  season  of  1759,  although  not  free  from 
fear  of  the  lurking  foe. 

Having  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  I'oint  in  our  posses- 
sion, these  settlements  were  covered  by  our  armies  there, 
and  in  October,  the  troops  stationed  at  the  several  posts 
on  the  frontier,  except  Forts  Duminer  and  No.  -t,  were 
withdrawn. 

Instead  of  following  up  his  advantage  and  pushing 
forward  and  seizing  Montreal,  whicli  he  might  easih'  have 
done,  and  which  would  have  insured  possession  of  what 
he  liad  alread\'  gained,  Gen.  Amherst  spent  the  autumn  in 
building  fortifications  and  preparing  the  country  about 
Lake  George  for  permanent  occupation  by  tlie  English. 
He  detailed  Lt.  Col.  John  Hawks,  with  axetiien,  and  a 
guard  of  rangers  who  were  also  axemen,  under  Capt. 
John  Stark,  to  cut  a  road  through  the  forest  from  Crown 
Point  towards  Xo.  4'.  Starting  from  Crown  Point  on  the 
26th  of  October,  and  following  the  old  Indian  trail  —  the 
same  that  Hawks  had  traversed  at  least  twice  before,  in 
his  exchange  of  Kairnbaiilt  for  Nathan  Blake  —  the_v  opened 
the  road  across  the  countr}-  to  Otter  creek,  and  thence  up 
that  stream  and  over  the  mountains;  and  before  winter 
set  in  the_v  had  the  work  completed  to  within  twenty-six 
miles  of  No.  4. 

In  the  spring  of  1760,  New  Ham]>shire  raised  another 
regiment  of  SOO  men  under  the  veteran  Col.  John  Goffe. 
Its  rendezvous  was  at  Litchfield,  whence  it  marched  through 
Milford,  Peterboro  and  Keene  to  No.  4.  They  found  only 
a  bridle  path  from  Merrimac  to  Keene,  but  they  made  it  a 
comfortable  road.    Before  the^'  reached  this  A-icinitj-,  the 
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lurking  savages,  without  much  other  {Icnjonstratioa,  had 
carried  off  Joseijh  WilLird,  his  wife  and  live  children  from 
their  homestead  near  No.  4-.  An  infant,  Samuel,  being  bur- 
densome, they  took  it  aside  ou  the  second  day  out  and 
beat  out  its  brains  against  a  tree.  No  other  outrage  was 
committed,  and  very  few  traces  of  Indians  were  found. 

Col.  GofFe  with  his  regiment  passed  tlirough  Keene 
about  the  1st  of  June.  One  of  his  soldiers  died  here,  and 
one  was  left  sick.  From  Keene,  lie  inarched  by  the  way 
of  Great  Meadows  to  No.  4,  where  he  made  his  headquar- 
ters for  some  time.  Throwing  bis  regiment  across  the 
Connecticut  at  Wentworth's  ferr^-,  two  miles  above  the 
fort,  he  set  his  men  to  the  work  of  opening  a  road  to  the 
west  to  meet  the  one  cut  the  year  before  b}-  Lt.  Col. 
Hawks.  It  cost  them  forty-four  days'  time  to  clear  a 
road  over  those  twenty-six  miles,  but  thew  performed  the 
w^ork  so  thoroughh'  that  thev  transported  their  ammuni- 
tion, baggage  and  supplies  to  the  foot  of  the  Green  moun- 
tains in  wagons,'^  following  up  the  north  Ijank  of  Black 
river  through  the  present  towns  of  Cavendish  and  Lud- 
low. From  there  they  used  pack  horses  and  horse-bar- 
rows. They  took  with  them  for  the  -Army  at  Crown  Point 
a  large  drove  of  cattle  wliich  had  been  collected  at  No.  4, 
and  reached  their  destination  in  time  to  join  the  army  of 
Gen.  Haviland,  then  preparing  to  advance  on  Montreal. 
The  regiment  was  ])resent  at  the  reduction  of  Isle  Au 
Noix,  St.  Johns,  Chambler  and  Montreal  —  September  8  — 
which  gave  the  English  all  Canada  and  closed  the  war. 

The  troops  returned  home  iind  were  discharged  in 
November.  Prisoners  were  released  and  tiiere  was  great 
rejoicing.  The  capture  of  the  \Yiilard  family,  in  the  spring, 
was  the  last  incursion  of  the  Indians  into  this  county,  and 
the  war-whoop  of  the  savage  has  never  since  been  heard 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  Willards  were  taken  to 
Montreal,  but  returned  after  the  capitulation  of  that  cit}'. 

After  fifteen  3'ears  of  almost  constant  terror  from 
the  savages,  the  country  was  at  peace,  and  the  brave 
pioneers  could  cultivate  their  lands  without  fear  of  butchery 
for  themselves  or  their  families.    Those  fifteen  years  had 

'  Eclkn.-ip's  History  of  Nt-n-  Hampbhivt,  vol.  2,  page  303,  note. 
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completely  roused  the  military  spirit  of  the  people,  had 
trained  them  all  in  the  arts  of  war,  had  made  veteran  sol- 
diers of  all  the  able  bodied  men  in  the  country,  and  pre- 
pared them  for  the  Revolutioliary  struggle  which  was  to 
come  fifteen  years  later. 

No  other  province  had  furnished  so  many  men  for  this 
war  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  as  New 
Hampshire.  None  had  been  more  prompt  to  fill  its  quotas, 
and  none  had  furnished  hardier,  more  skillful,  or  more  effec- 
tive antagonists  of  the  wily  savage.  Five  thousand  men 
had  been  sent  into  the  armies  by  this  small  province  of 
o\\\y  about  40,000  inhabitants,  and  great  had  been  the 
losses  and  the  sufferings  of  the  people. 

Of  the  ten  regiments  of  militia  in  New  Hampshire  at 
this  time,  the  6th  covered  all  this  part  of  the  province  and 
was  commanded  by  Col.  Josiah  Willard,  with  Benjamin 
Bellows  of  Walpole  heutenatit  colonel;  and  Col.  Willard ^ 
continued  in  command  until  1775. 

The  annual  town  meeting  in  1759,  held  "at  the  house 
of  Ensign  William  Smeed  in  the  fort,"  again  voted  to  dis- 
miss the  article  relating  to  finishing  the  meetinghouse,  but 
the  salary  of  the  minister  was  raised  as  usual. 

No  records  of  proprietors'  meetings  are  found  after  that 
of  Dec.  24,  1754,  nntil  1759.  On  the  29th  of  May  in  that 
year  "A  legal  meeting  of  the  proprietors"  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Joseph  Ellis,  David  Nims,  moderator.  Dea.  David 
Foster  was  then  pi-oprietors'  clerk. 

"Voted  upon  the  Tenth  article  to  Grant  to  Messieurs 
David  Belden  Joshua  Graves  &  Elisha  Scott  and  Abner 
Graves  the  Liberty  to  turn  the  waters  of  the  Stream  known 
by  the  Name  of  the  East  Branch  in  the  most  Convenient 
Place  for  the  use  of  a  Saw-Mill  and  Corn-Mill  and  Shall  have 
the  Liberty  and  Priviledge  of  Said  Stream  so  mtich  as  to  Sup- 
port sd  Mills  so  long  and  upon  these  Conditions  Hereafter 
Named  viz  That  they  will  in  the  Space  of  two  years  Time 
Build  and  fit  a  good  Saw-  Mill  and  Corn  Mill  and  that  the 
Inhabitants  and  Residents  of  the  Town  of  Keene  Shall  have 
as  good  Priviledge  both  in  Sawing  and  Grinding  as  the  In- 
habitants of  Swanzey  Passible  Loggs  to  be  Saw'd  for  the 
value  of  the  one  half  of  the  Boards  from  Time  to  Time  and 


1  The  adjijtntit  KLner.'il's  reports  i)nt  Col.  Willard  down  as  of  Keene,  but  he 
lived  at  Wimhester.  llis  son,  Capt.  Josiah  Willard,  came  here  to  live  about 
17G2. 
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at  all  Times  and  when  the  above  Said  Gentlemen  Shall 
Cease  or  Neglect  to  keep  Mills  there  in  good  Repair  to  an- 
SAYcr  the  Necessity  of  this  Township  for  Sawing  and  Grind- 
ing then  sd  Priviledge  to  Return  to  this  Propriet3'  again." 

This  was  the  time  when  the  waters  of  the  East  branch 
were  turned  from  their  natural  channel  below  South  Keene 
and  diverted  to  the  South  branch,  and  the  water  power 
at  Swanzej'  Factory  was  created. 

On  the  2Sth  of  August,  a  town  meeting  was  held  for 
the  first  time  in  the  new  meetinghouse,  Capt.  Michael 
Metcalf,  moderator  —  the  meetinghouse  having  been  so  far 
finished  as  to  be  used  for  that  purpose  —  but  on  the  30th 
of  January  following  a  town  meeting  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Joseph  Ellis,  which  voted  to  raise  ten  pounds 
sterling  money  towards  finishing  the  meetinghouse,  and 
Gideon  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Nims  and  Eleazar  Sanger  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  go  on  with  that  work. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1760,  chose  Dea.  David  Foster, 
town  clerk.  Da^nd  Nims  had  held  that  position  since  the 
organization  of  the  town. 

On  article  third:  "Voted  that  Eaighty  Seven  Spanish 
Mild  Dollars  be  asses'd  on  Pools  and  Rateable  Estates 
in  this  Town  for  the  Support  of  the  Gospel  in  this 
Place  for  the  Present  year."  It  was  also  voted  to  build  a 
pound,  thirt3'-six  feet  scjuare,  in  front  of  house  lots  No.  28 
and  29  —  the  two  lots  next  south  of  the  present  railroad, 
on  the  west  side  of  Main  street. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  the  town  "Voted  Not  to  Joyn 
with  the  People  of  Swanze}-  in  Maintaining  and  Carrj-ing 
on  the  worship  and  Ordinances  of  God,"  and  that  connec- 
tion ceased. 

Another  meeting,  on  the  25th  of  September,  Capt. 
Michael  Metcalf,  moderator:  "Voted  to  hire  a  Suitable 
Person  to  Preach  the  Gospel  in  this  Town  for  the  space  of 
Two  Months"  —  and  chose  Lieut.  Seth  Heaton,  Ebenezer 
Clark  and  Dr.  Obadiah  Blake  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  road  along  the  eastern  base  of  West  mountain 
was  laid  out  this  year  by  the  selectmen. 


CHAPTER  V 


riALilTS  ANT)  CHAkACTKRISTiCS  OP  THH  IXDIAXS. 

Wlien  the  wliite  settlers  first  came  to  this  re;j:ion  they 
foniid  many  of  the  intervale  lands  along  the  Connecticut 
river  and  its  branches  dennded  of  trees  and  showing  un- 
mistakable signs  of  having  been  cultivated.  All  the  New 
England  tribes  of  Indians  cultivated  the  land  more  or  less, 
and  in  this  respect  were  suj'>erior  to  those  in  some  other 
parts  of  the  countrA-.  They  killed  the  trees  on  those  inter- 
vale lands  with  lire,  or  b\'  girdling,  planted  their  corn,  cul- 
tivated and  gathered  their  crop,  and  sometimes  preserved 
it  on  the  ear  in  excavations  made  in  dry  places  in  the 
groxmd  and  covered  with  ])oles  and  ])ark. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  IMlgrims  on  these  shores  one 
of  their  first  discoveries  was  that  of  com,  or  maize,  which 
had  been  raised  hy  the  Indians  and  preserved  in  this  wa^^ ; 
and  when  they  lauded  they  found  cornfields,  the  crop  gath- 
ered but  the  stalks  still  standing. 

The  Indians  raised  corn  on  the  nieadov.-s  of  the  Con- 
necticut river  and  its  branches,  and  sometimes  sold  to  the 
whites. 

"The  spring  of  1G37  was  so  occupied  by  the  English 
settlers  at  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Weathersfield  in  prepar- 
ing for  and  carrying  on  the  war  with  the  Pequots,  that 
tliey  failed  to  plant  the  recpiisite  amount  of  corn  and 
wheat.  The  following  winter  proving  unusually  long  and 
severe,  their  provisions  were  wholly  exhausted.  On  the 
first  opening  of  spring  (1638).  a  deputation  was  sent  up 
to  Agawam,  where  they  failed  to  get  supplies,  and  then 
up  the  river  to  Pocumtuck  (Deerfield),  where  they  foimd 
plenty  of  corn,  and  purchased  enongli  of  the  Indians  to 
load  a  fleet  of  fift_\-  canoes,  which  were  taken  down  the 
river  hy  the  natives,  and  the  corn  delivered  at  the  towns 
designated."    (Temple  &  Sheldon.) 

To  the  Indians  we  are  also  indebted  for  the  squash, 
which  grew  luxuriantly  on  the  rich  soils  of  these  valleys; 
and  for  the  Seivia  bean  and  some  other  vegetables.  The^' 
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had  kettles  of  soapstonc  in  which  they  boiled  vegetables, 
and  they  lived  on  these  and  on  their  corn,  berries,  nuts 
and  roots;  and  on  fish  and  game,  which  they  cooked  on 
hot  coals,  or  held  in  the  fire  on  sticks,  and  sometimes  ate 
raw.  Fish  and  meat  were  sometimes  preserved  b_v  dr^-ing 
and  smoking.  They  parched  their  corn,  and  sometimes 
ground  it  between  stones,  and  made  "samp"  and  other 
mixtures  with  the  meal,  but  "used  no  salt,  spice  or  bread." 

Chestnut  groves  were  carefully  preserved  from  fires, 
and  furnished  a  valuable  addition  to  their  diet.  Their 
supply  of  food  was  ahva^-s  precarious.  Sometimes  they 
would  be  without  for  days;  and  then,  Vvdien  an  abund- 
ance was  obtained,  they  would  gorge  themselves,  and 
imitate  voracious  animals  by  slee|)ing  it  oif.  They  had  no 
beggars  or  children  unprovided  for;  and  no  domestic 
animals  except  dogs,  and  but  few  of  those. 

Water  was  their  only  drink,  and  intoxication  was 
unknown  to  them  until  the  whites  sold  them  liquor  and 
made  demons  of  them  with  their  "fire-water."  But  the\' 
raised  tobacco,  and  were  inveterate  smokers,  using  pipes 
which  they  made  of  soapstone,  brierwood  and  other 
materials  with  considerable  skill. 

Their  tools  were  made  of  sharp,  hard  stones,  fastened 
with  rawhide  on  wooden  handles,  and  their  spears  and 
arrows  were  pointed  in  the  same  way  —  with  flint,  quartz 
or  jasper.  The}'  cultivated  the  land  with  wooden  mat- 
tocks, and  sometimes  with  sharj)  bones  fastened  on  sticks, 
and  they  were  skilled  in  the  manufacture  of  birch  bark 
canoes,  baskets,  snowshoes,  and  many  other  articles,  and 
in  tanning  the  skins  of  animals  with  the  hair  on,  with 
which  they  clothed  themselves  in  winter. 

For  sewing  the\'  used  the  sinews  of  the  deer  and  other 
animals,  and  the  fibre  of  wild  hemp,  dogbane,  and  the  inner 
bark  of  the  "basswood"  and  other  kinds  of  trees,  with 
thorns,  fishbones,  or  sharp  sticks  in  place  of  needles  or  awls. 
They  caught  fish  in  nets  made  of  those  fibres ;  and  by  hold- 
ing a  torch  over  the  water  at  night,  when  the  curiosity  of 
the  larger  fish  would  bring  them  to  the  surface  to  be 
struck  by  the  Indian's  spear. 

Their  skill  in  hunting  was  marvelous,  taught  b\'  that 
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most  iinportunnte  oi  teachers,  necessity.  One  of  their  con- 
trivances w  as  to  l)eii(l  a  sajdin;^  to  the  ground,  and  with 
thongs  and  deftly  laid  cords  to  form  a  traj)  for  catcliing 
deer  and  otlier  animals.  Seth  Fields  of  Northfield  had  his 
old  mare  caught  in  such  a  snare,  and  a  friendl}-  Indian 
came  running  to  tell  him  that  his  "squaw  horse"  was 
caught  in  a  "3'ank-up." 

Their  wea})Ons  were  l)Ows  and  arrows,  s[)cars  and  tom- 
ahaAvks  —  small  stone  axes.  Later,  these  last  were  replaced 
by  hatchets  bought  of  the  whites. 

Their  fortifications  were  stockades,  in  some  cases  very 
firm  and  strong,  and  covering  many  acres  of  ground.  On 
the  left  bank  of  the  Ashuelot  river,  just  below  the  south 
line  of  Keene,  at  the  "sandbank"  near  Sawyer's  Crossing, 
there  are  evidences  that  there  was  once  an  Indian  village, 
or  at  least  a  large  and  somewhat  permanent  encampment, 
inclosed  with  one  of  these  stockades.  It  covered  several 
acres  of  ground,  .and  the  irregular  outlines  of  a  fortifica- 
tion are  still  to  be  seen;  but  they  w-ill  soon  l)e  obliterated 
by  the  constanth'  drifting  sand.  The  ([uantities  of  chip- 
pings  and  fragments  of  ftint  and  quartz  that  have  been 
found  there  make  it  evident  that  arrow  and  spear  heads 
and  other  implements  were  manufactured  there  in  large 
numbers  from  those  hard  stones,  brought  from  a  distance. 
Among  the  relics  found  there  by  George  A.  Wheelock, 
Hiram  Blake,  F.  G.  IVatt,  and  others,  which  have  been 
preserved  by  the  people  of  Swanzey,  are  specimens  of 
Indian  pottery;  ten  arrow  heads  of  flint  and  quartz;  three 
of  another  kind  of  hard  stone,  fragments  of  which  are 
scattered  about  there;  a  w^ell  finished  stone-chisel  six  inches 
long;  a  gouge  three  and  one-half  inches  long;  a  stone 
pestle  fourteen  and  one-half  inches  long  of  a  hard  grey 
stone;  and  many  other  specimens  of  Indian  manufacture. 
Some  of  these  are  preserved  in  the  Keene  natural  history 
rooms. 

Mr.  Blake  says:  "The  sand  bank,  so  called,  is  evidently 
the  site  of  an  Indian  village,  and  bears  strong  evidence  of 
having  lieen  fortified.  A  dark  line  of  earth  mixed  w'ith 
ashes  and  charcoal  extends  nearly  around  an  enclosure  of 
several  acres.    This  may  have  been  the  line  of  palisades  or 
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row  of  stakes  stuck  in  the  ground  for  the  purpose  of 
defence.  The  sand  has  drifted  so  much,  of  late  years,  that 
the  Hne  is  very  indistinct  or  nearly-  gone.  Ohl  residents  of 
the  locality  state  that  when  they  were  boys  Indian  relies 
were  readily  picked  up  on  the  spot ;  but  few  of  them  were 
preserved.  The  large  quantity'  of  chippings  now  found 
there,  as  well  as  occasional  pieces  of  pottery,  indicate  that 
these  implements  of  war  and  don)estic  economy  were  made 
on  the  spot,  and  that  for  a  time  it  was  a  permanent 
stopping  place  for  the  Indians." 

Indian  graves  have  been  discov-cred  in  that  vicinit3',  the 
skeletons  found,  as  was  almost  invarial)ly  the  case  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  in  a  sitting  posture,  facing  east.  It 
is  believed  by  those  who  have  given  the  matter  some  study 
that  there  was  an  Indian  burying  place  of  considerable 
extent  on  what  is  known  as  the  "Kate  Tyler"  farm,  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  from  tlie  Square,  on  Court  street, 
between  the  highway  and  the  river.  In  excavating  for  the 
cellar  of  the  house  built  there  by  Henry  M.  Darling,  in 
1882,  the  skeletons  of  six  grown  persons  and  one  child 
were  found,  in  a  sitting  posture,  facing  cast,  and  near  each 
other.  They  were  pronounced  by  well  informed  persons  to 
be  skeletons  of  Indians.  Thc3-  were  in  a  gravelly  knoll  or 
mound,  the  gravel  being  of  a  different  kind  from  the  earth 
around  it,  and  apparently  brought  there  to  cover  the 
bodies.  No  relics  or  implements  of  any  kind  were  found 
buried  with  the  bodies.  Four  of  the  skeletons  were  ])re- 
served,  though  none  is  perfect,  and  may  be  seen  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Keene  Natural  History'  Society.  Other  skele- 
tons have  also  been  found  in  various  places.  Man\'  stone 
axes,  hatchets,  chisels  and  arrow  and  spear  heads  have  been 
found  in  various  places  in  town.  The  stone  pestle  fourteen 
and  one-half  inches  long  mentioned  above  was  foimd  near 
the  Swanze3'  line,  and  many  j-ears  ago  a  similar  one  seven- 
teen inches  long  was  found  b\'  Capt.  Aaron  Hall. 

In  those  earh'  da\"S,  salmon  ran  up  the  Connecticut 
river  and  all  its  larger  branches,  and  the  Indians  tmdoubt- 
edW  had  a  "salmon  dam"  in  the  Ashuelot  near  the  "sand 
bank"  mentioned  above.  In  1888,  Mr.  George  A.  Whee- 
lock  wrote  for  the  New  England  Observer: 
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"The  low  water  in  the  Ashuclot.  occasioned  hy  tlic  re- 
pairs at  the  Swanzcy  mill,  has  cx])i)se(l  the  old  tra(iitif)nal 
Indian  dam  two  miles  above.  Indians  were  la/,v,  and  this 
work  of  theirs  is  the  more  surprisin.ir  on  this  account;  jK-r- 
haps  there  is  nothing  like  it  in  ihe  state.  The  river  at  this 
].K)int  is  now  almost  a  rapid  and  strewn  with  boulders  for 
thirty  rods  or  so.  It  is  less  tlian  a  hundred  feet  wide,  but 
the  dam  beins  in  the  shape  of  a  harrow  pointing  dovrn 
stream  is  more  than  that  distance.  By  skilful  stepping  it 
is  possible  to  pass  the  point  of  the  harrow,  the  a])ex  of 
the  dam,  and  somewhat  farther.  It  is  made  of  stones, 
such  as  a  man  could  lift,  picked  up  in  the  stream  above. 
It  varies  from  six  to  twelve  feet  in  thickness,  according  to 
the  dejtth  of  the  water.  It  looks  like  a  tumble  doNvn  v.-all 
mixed  with  gravel,  bin  it  must  havecansed  weeks  of  labor. 
It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  dam  was  made  to  aid  in 
fishing  for  salmon  vrith  nets  and  spears.  Below  the  dam 
is  a  fiat  boulder  reached  by  stepping  stones.  Here  stood 
the  voung  brave  and  watched  the  silver-bellied  salmon, 
and  struck  at  him  with  his  tlint-pointed  spear.  Near  b^- 
the  old  dam  lives  Jonas  L.  Aloore.  Here  Uved  his  father 
and  grandfather  befoi^e  him.  P'or  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  this  has  been  called  the  Indian  dam.  Air.  Moore's 
father,  in  his  bo\'hood,  used  to  cross  the  river  on  the  wall. 
The  reason  it  is  now  so  unknown  is  because  the  eel  grass 
in  the  back  water  of  the  pond  covers  and  conceals  it.  The 
Obsenx'r's  re])resentative  was  shown  a  beautiful  spear 
point  of  Twin  mountain  flint.  The  elder  Moore  dug  up  a 
half  peck  of  arrow  and  spearheads,  all  in  one  pocket. 
They  were  carelessly  left  on  a  stump  and  lost  years  ago. 
Some  twent}-  Indian  fire-places  have  been  ploughed,  up  here. 
Tliese  were  simply  circles  in  the  middle  of  the  wigwam, 
paved  v,'ith  stones  from  the  river.  The  Swanzey  Anti- 
quarian Society  should  have  a  drawing  of  this  dam  show- 
ing the  two  eastern  wings  and  the  boulder." 

The  Indian  was  too  proud  and  too  lazy  to  labor  with 
his  hands  or  perform  any  menial  service  unless  it  was  in 
building  fortifications  or  wigwams,  or  preparing  for  war 
or  ihe  chase,  or  otherwise  procuring  food,  as  in  building 
the  salrnon  dam,  mentioned  above.  But  he  willingly  sub- 
mitted to  the  necessity  of  carrying  heav3'  burdens  in  war. 
The  equipment  of  Raimbault's  party  of  eight  savages  that 
went  with  him  to  Xorthfield  in  17-iS,  after  he  liad  been 
exchanged,  as  given  b_v  the  Canadian  authorities  who  pro- 
vided them,  was ;  "80  muskets;  SO  breechclouts ;  80  pairs 
mittens;  100  deerskins;  S  lbs.  vermillion ;  SO  woodcutters' 
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knives;  SO  lbs.  powder;  SO  lbs.  ball;  SO  lbs.  lead  shot; 
SO  collars  for  carrying ;  SO  awls ;  SO  tomahawks ;  400 
flints;  SO  powder  horns;  100  needles;  3  lbs.  thread;  SO 
war  clubs;  S  axes;  4  pairs  scissors;  SO  lbs.  tobacco;  S 
iron  cooking  pots;  S  canoes,  and  13  days'  provisions. 
This  force  made  directly  for  t!ie  Connecticut  valley ;  and 
took  ]>osition  on  the  highlands  to  the  eastward  of  Fort 
Dummer."  This  was  the  part\'  that  had  the  fight  with 
Sergt.  Taylor  on  the  14th  of  jiily  near  Fort  Dummer. 

The  squaws  jilanted,  gathered  and  preserved  the  crops, 
prepared  the  food,  and  with  the  al)ove  exceptions,  bore 
the  burdens  and  performed  all  the  drudgery  of  life.  But 
the  rights  of  women  were  recognized  in  many  ways.  They 
could  hold  property  by  descent,  and  lands  in  the  Connecti- 
cut valley  were  sold  to  the  whites,  and  deeds  given,  by 
women  who  owned  those  lands  by  inheritance.  In  some 
cases  their  sachems  were  females,  and  in  such  cases  their 
bands  were  led  bv  their  most  powerful  warriors.  One  of 
the  tribes  in  eastern  Alassachusetts  had  a  squaw  for  chief 
the  widow  of  Xanepashcmct  who  lived  near  Lake  Alystic 
in  Medford.  In  some  tribes  squaAvs  of  recognized  position 
were  admitted  to  their  councils,  .\washauks,  the  power- 
ful squaw  of  Sogkonate,  and  the  unfortunate  Queen  Wee- 
tamoo,  have  already  been  mentioned.  The  latter  was  a 
sister-in-law  and  confederate  of  King  Philip,  and  attended 
his  court  here  in  the  Connecticut  valley;  was  "squaw- 
sachem  of  Pocasset  and  w^as  counted  as  potent  a  prince  as 
any  round  about  her."  She  married  Wamsutta,  and  at 
his  death,  Ouinnapin,  a  powerful  chief  of  the  r03*a]  blood 
of  the  Xarragansetts.  She  had  two  maids,  one  of  whom 
was  Mrs.  Mary  Rowlandson,  the  captive  wife  of  the  min- 
ister of  Lancaster.  She  was  proud  and  severe  and  spent 
as  much  time  each  da}'  in  dressing  as  any  of  the  gentry, 
powdered  her  hair,  painted  her  face,  and  wore  ear-riugs, 
necklaces,  bracelets,  girdles,  red  stockings  and  white  shoes. 

The  Indians  of  these  valleys  not  ouh-  accorded  rights 
to  women,  but  often  treated  them  with  a  rude  gallantr\', 
especially  white  women,  and  in  the  early  days  "a  white 
woman  in  captivity  was  never  known  to  be  insulted  by 
an  Indian." 
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When  the}'  cajitured  11k-  j()hns(jn  faniil\'  at  No.  4,  in 
August,  1  7r)4  — takini^  Mr.  Johnson,  liis  wife,  three  chiklren, 
Miss  Mcrriam  Willard  and  two  men  —  the  surprise  was 
complete,  l)ut  no  one  was  harmed.  The  next  day  Mrs. 
Johnson  was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  who,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  her  l)irt]i,  was  named  Captive.  The  Indians 
halted  one  da^'  on  the  mother's  account,  and  the  next  day 
resumed  their  marcli,  carrying  her  on  a  htter,  which  they 
made  for  the  purpose,  and  afterward  put  her  on  horseback. 
"On  their  march  the}'  were  distressed  for  provisions;  and 
killed  the  horse  for  food;  the  infant  was  nourished,  by 
sucking  pieces  of  its  llesh."i  There  was  a  similar  case  of 
birth  the  second  da}'  out,  and  of  carrying  mother  and 
child  on  a  litter,  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Massachusetts  in 
1746,  when  Scrgt.  John  Hawks  of  Upper  Ashuelot  was  in 
command. 

The  ferocit}'  of  the  Indians  towards  the  whites  was 
caused  chiefly,  without  doubt,  b}'  the  barljarous  and  per- 
fidious manner  in  which  thc\'  were  treated  from  the  first 
b}'  the  English.  The  Dutch  settlers  along  the  Hudson,  and 
the  French  in  Crinada,  treated  them  with  kindness  and 
lived  with  them  in  ])cace;  and  the  Indians  generally  were 
friendh'  until  they  had  learned  to  distrust  the  whites.  The 
great  chiefs  Massasoit  in  Massachusetts  and  Passaconaway 
in  New  Ilam^ishire  were  strong  and  faithful  friends  of  the 
whites. 

Our  sympathies  are  naturalh'  aroused  for  the  brave 
pioneers  and  their  families  who  suffered  so  much  in  their 
frightful  experiences,  and  feelings  of  horror  are  excited  at 
the  barbarous  treatment  they  received  from  the  Indians. 
But  we  noust  not  forget  that  that  treatment  was  chiefly 
in  retaliation  for  the  cruel  and  perfidious  manner  in  which 
some  of  the  whites  had  treated  those  untaught,  wild  nieu 
of  the  forest.  In  his  uncorrupted  state  the  Indian  knew 
nothing  of  diiplicity,  except  his  natural,  animal  instinct 
of  wiliness  in  war.  He  was  taught  that  by  the  whites. 
"The  very  words  that  signify  l.ving,  treachery,  dissimula- 
tion, avarice,  detraction  and  pardon  were  never  heard  of." 
(Buchanan's  North  American  Indians.)  Those  are  the  terms 

I  Belknap's  Hi.story  of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  2,  p.-iges  28S-9. 
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and  vices  of  civilization.  With  ail  their  naturally  warlike 
disposition,  their  cunning  in  strategy',  and  even  their  reveng- 
ful  proclivities,  the  Indians  in  their  natural  state  were 
governed  largeh'  hy  instinctive  feelings  of  honor  and  justice. 

"Over  the  track  of  the  Concord  and  Northern  railroad 
are  dailv  seen  running  (1853)  three  Powerftil  engines, 
named  Passaconawa\%  Wonalanset  and  Tohanto  —  names 
of  three  noble  chiefs  of  the  Pennacooks  —  tried  friends  of 
the  English  in  prosperity  and  in  adversity- — one  of  them  a 
bold  advocate  of  temperance,  against  lawless  traffickers  in 
Rum."    (Bouton's  HistorN'  of  Concord.) 

In  the  old  French  war:  "A  single  instance  of  modera- 
tion deserves  remembrance.  An  Indian  had  surprised  a 
man  at  Ashuelot;  the  man  asked  for  quarter,  and  it  was 
granted;  whilst  the  Indian  was  preparing  to  bind  him,  he 
seized  the  Indian's  gun,  and  shot  him  in  one  arm.  The 
Indian,  however,  secured  him;  but  took  no  other  revenge 
than,  with  a  kick,  to  say,  '  You  dog,  how  could  you  ti'cat 
me  so.'  The  gentleman  from  whom  this  information  came, 
has  frequently  heard  the  stor}'  both  from  the  captive  and 
the  captor."  (Belknap's  Histor3-  of  New  Hampshire,  vol. 
2,  page  255.) 

The  same  author  tells  us  that  "  the  universal  testimon3^ 
of  the  captives  in  that  war  who  survived  and  returned 
w^as  in  favor  of  the  humanit3'  of  their  captors.  When 
feeble,  the3^  assisted  them  in  traveling ;  and  in  cases  of  dis- 
tress from  w^ant  of  provisions,  they  shared  with  them  an 
equal  proportion." 

"The  Indian  never  makes  a  show  of  civilit3'  except 
when  prompted  In'  genuine  feeling.  It  is  not  the  custom 
of  an\'  uncorrupted  Indian  to  repeat  a  request,  or  an  offer 
of  civility  or  courtesj'.  If  declined,  they  believe  it  is  done 
in  perfect  sincerit3'  and  good  faith,  and  that  it  would  Ije 
rudeness  to  ask  them  to  change  their  determination.  The3' 
are  seldom  guilty  of  duplicit3^  The3'  never  interrupt  those 
who  are  conversing  with  them,  but  wait  till  the3-  have 
finished."    (Buchanan's  North  American  Indians,  page  14.) 

We  must  remember  also  that  the  Indians  had  the  prior 
right  to  this  countr3'  by  occupanc3',  and  in  that  sense 
were  the  owners  of  the  land ;  and  that  the  whites  were 
intruders  who  persistenth'  forced  them  back  and  awa3' 
from  their  familiar  haunts — "the  hunting  grounds  of  their 
fathers"  —  those  hills  and  vallcx's  and  streams  for  which 
thev  had  the  natural  feeling  of  love  for  one's  home  and 
countr3'.    In  most  cases  in  New  England  the  w^hites  did 
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not  buy  the  lands  of  them,  or  if  the3'  did,  it  was  at  such 
ridiculously  low  ])riccs  that  the  red  inan  soon  discovered 
that  he  had  l)cen  cheated  and  was  naturally  cxasjjcrated. 
Five  thousand  acres  of  that  hue  intervale  land  at  West 
Sprinjjffield,  Mass.,  was  bought  of  the  Indians  by  a  tailor 
who  sold  the  same  tract  to  a  car])enter  for  a  wheel- 
barrow. 

The  motive  for  the  attack  on  No.  4,  in  August,  1754, 
was.  as  stated  by  the  Indians  to  their  captive,  James 
Johnson,  "because  the  English  had  settled  down  upon  lands 
there  which  they  had  not  purchased  ;  and  that  they 
intended  next  spring  to  drive  the  English  on  Connecticut 
river  so  far  as  Deerfield."  (Johnson's  Declaration,  Provin- 
cial Papers,  vol.  6,  page  330.) 

The  Indians  had  an  indefinite  belief  in  a  future  exist- 
ence, and  l:)uried  with  their  dead  the  arms  and  implements 
of  war  or  of  the  chase,  and  such  provisions  as  thev  sup- 
posed would  be  needed  on  the  journey-  to  the  ''happy 
bunting  grounds."  Sometimes  the  bodies  were  placed  on 
scaffolds  of  the  branches  of  trees,  but  were  more  usually 
buried,  and  the  grave  was  often  surrounded  with  a  light 
stockade;  and  for  six  months  the  women  would  go  tliere 
three  times  a  day  to  weep.  "If  a  mother  lost  her  babe, 
she  would  cover  it  with  bark,  and  envelop  it  anxionslj'  in 
the  softest  beaver-skins;  at  the  burial  place,  she  would  j^ut 
by  its  side  its  cradle,  its  beads,  and  its  rattles;  and  as  a 
last  service  of  maternal  love,  would  draw^  milk  from  her 
bosom  in  a  cup  of  bark,  and  burn  it  in  the  fire,  that  her 
infant  might  still  find  nourishment  on  its  solitary  journey 
to  the  land  of  shades."  (Bancroft's  History  of  The  United 
States,  vol.  2,  page  442.) 
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TOWS  AFFAIRS. 
1760—  1774. 

The  warrants  for  town  meetings  at  this  period  were 
headed  "Province  of  Xcw  Hampshire,"  and  issued  ''In 
His  AIajest3''s  Name;"  and  this  form  was  used  until  1771. 

One  article  in  the  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  held 
December  31,  17G0,  was  "To  see  if  the  Town  will  agree 
to  give  a  gentleman  a  Call  in  order  to  settle  in  the  min- 
istr3'  among  us."'  No  record  of  that  meeting  has  been 
found,  or  of  anv  other  until  that  of  March  26,  17G1, 
when  it  was  "Voted  to  add  Ten  Pounds  Sterling  money 
of  Great  Brittain  to  the  Worthy  Mr.  Clement  Sumner  to 
the  sum  that  was  voted  to  him  Februar}'  y«  Sixteenth 
last  past  and  also  a  Sixt}'  fourth  Part  of  this  Township 
as  mentioned  in  Our  Ro3'aI  Charter  to  the  first  Setled 
Gospel  Minister  Provided  he  shall  settle  among  us." 

From  this  it  appears  that  Mr.  Sunmer  had  been  called 
at  a  previous  meeting  in  Februarv  and  "  His  salary  was 
fixed  at  thirty-five  pounds  sterling  and  his  firewood,  with 
an  annual  increase  of  one  poiuid  ten  shillings  sterling, 
until  fifteen  pounds  should  be  added."    (Annals,  page  35.) 

April  15,  1761,  the  town  "Voted  Ten  Pounds  Sterling 
Mone^'  of  Great  Brittain  to  be  added  To  Air.  Clement 
Suraners  Sallary  and  the  Whole  Sallary  to  be  stated  on 
Commodities  as  they  be  now  and  so  from  year  to  \'ear  in 
case  that  Mr.  Sumner  Should  Except  our  call ;  Commodi- 
ties as  they  he  now  wheat  at  3/  2V2  pr  Bushel  sterling 
pork  at  3*^  pr  pound  Beef  at  2*^  p''  pound  Indian  corn  at 
1/S^  pence  pr  Bushel  R^-e  at  2/6  per  Bushel  Labour  in 
the  Summer  2/ster  pr  Day."  This  was  rescinded  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  following  3-car.  upon  the  complaint  of  Mr.  < 
Sumner  that  the  article  of  beef  had  been  stated  above  the 
market  price. ^ 


1  One  shilling,  ei.ijlit  iX'ncf.    The  cli.:tgona!  m.'srk  /  strx-ji]  for  sbilliiigs. 

2  The  records  of  this  mcctiny  arc  sijfncd  by  Ephraim  l  ionnim.  town  clerk, 
showing  that  be  must  have  tieen  elected  at  the  annnal  ir-eeting  in  March. 
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Mr.  Sumner  accepted  the  cill  in  a  letter  dated  April 
27,  which  is  recorded  in  the  town  Ixjoks,  pap:e  23,  old 
records;  and  he  was  ordained  on  the  11th  of  June.  The 
church  was  reorganized  at  that  time,  with  fourteen  male 
members  —  liaving  lieen  without  a  pastor  for  a  year  and 
eight  months  —  and  two  years  later  Dr.  Obadiah  Blake 
was  chosen  one  of  the  deacons. 

Mr.  Amos  Foster,  who  died  March  2,  1760,  had  be- 
queathed one-half  his  estate  to  the  town.  On  the  31st  of 
August,  the  town  voted  that  Air.  Sumner's  settlement  aiid 
salary  should  be  paid  out  of  that  legacy- ;  but  it  was  sev- 
eral years  before  the  land  could  he  sold  and  the  money 
collected.  The  same  meeting  "Voted  to  give  the  Sum  of 
Twelve  Pounds  Lawfull  money  of  the  Massachusetts  Ba^-  to 
Docf  Obadiah  Blake  and  to  Docf  Thomas  Frink  For  their 
Trouble  and  Charge  in  Providing  for  the  Council  at  Mr. 
Sumners  Ordination."  (Dr.  Frink  had  recently  come  to 
town  and  was  keeping  tavern  next  below  where  Capt. 
Isaac  W^  inan  built  the  next  year.) 

Sept.  2S  the  town  "Voted  to  build  a  house  for  Sick 
Soldiers;"  and  "  \'otcd  Fifteen  I'ounds  Sterling  Toward 
Finishing  the  meeting  House." 

The  selectmen  this  year  laid  out  the  road  afterwards 
called  Prison  street,  "beginning  at  the  North  end  of  the 
Street  by  the  Causeway'  by  the  Crotch  of  the  Roads  that 
Lead  to  ash  Swamp  and  up  to  the  Old  Saw  mill  then 
running  b}'  Air.  David  Xims'  to  the  North  Side  of  David 
Morses  100  acres  Eight  Rods  wide  thence  Four  Rods  wide 
up  the  Old  Road  through  the  Old  mill  yard,"  etc.  The 
**causeway"  at  the  north  end  of  the  original  Alain  street 
was  a  little  north  of  the  present  railroad  tracks;  David 
Nims  lived  where  Charles  Wright  2d  now  does;  and  the 
old  road  to  the  saw  mill  ran  from  the  cansewav  much 
farther  east,  curving  nearly  to  Beaver  brook ;  and  this 
new  road  entered  it  about  opposite  our  present  jail,  form- 
ing our  present  Washington  street. 

What  was  then  called  the  new  road  to  Westmoreland 
—  now  the  "old  road"  —  was  also  laid  out  that  3'ear: 
"beginning  at  Jesse  Clarks  [since  known  as  the  Ingersoll 
place  at  old  West  Keene]  and  running  up  past  the  Ellis 
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and  Foster  farms."  Previous  to  that  the  road  to  West- 
moreland was  the  old  one  that  leaves  the  present  Chester- 
field road  just  beyond  the  railroad  arch.  That  was  some- 
times called  the  glebe  road,  as  it  ran  through  or  near  the 
Westmoreland  glebe. 

A  proprietors'  meeting  on  the  23d  of  February  was 
called  at  the  meetinghouse,  but  adjourned  to  the  house  of 
Nathan  Blake; 

"Voted  upon  the  Fourth  article  that  that  neck  of 
Comon  Land  where  Isaac  Clark  and  Amos  Foster  were 
buried  be  appropriated  and  Set  apart  for  a  burning  Place 
for  this  Town. "J- 

"Voted  on  the  o*'^  article  that  the  Lots  of  Land  Laid 
out  to  the  Rev*^  M''  Clement  Sumner  by  a  Com*'-^^  Chosen 
for  that  Purpose  be  Recorded  and  made  Sure  to  him — viz 
House  Lots  28-29  eight  acre  Lot  of  Aleadow  Land 
(54)  Thirty  acre  Lot  (50)  Ten  acre  Lot  of  Meadow  Land 
(23)  a  Hundred  acre  Lot  to  House  Lot  (29)  also  a  five 
acre  Lot  of  Aleadow  to  the  same  House  Lot." 

"Voted  on  the  Sixth  article  that  the  Prop''^  will  Laj' 
out  Sixty  acres  of  Upland  to  Each  Right  in  this  Town- 
ship and  that  they  will  Proceed  in  the  following  manner 
viz  that  Each  Prop''  shall  have  Liberty  to  la_v  out  Ten 
acres  or  Less  of  the  same  joining  their  Lands  which  they 
have  already  Laid  out  where  there  are  Strips  of  Common 
Land  and  that  the^"  ma}-  Lay  the  same  in  Several  Pieces 
not  hurting  the  Common  Land  or  their  Neighbours  Privi- 
ledge  and  where  there  is  Strips  of  Common  Land  L^'ing 
between  two  mens  Land  thev  Shall  Divide  the  same 
according  to  their  Interest  in  the  Common  Rights  —  and 
the  Remainder  of  the  above  said  Sixtv  acres  which  shall 
not  be  Laid  out  in  Strips  of  Common  Land  they  will  Pro- 
ceed in  the  Following  manner  viz  that  they  will  Draw 
Lots  for  Choice  and  he  who  Draws  the  first  Lot  Shall 
make  his  Choice  or  Pitch  on  the  first  Day  of  September 
next  Ensuing  the  Date  hereof  and  he  who  Draws  the 
Second  Lot  the  Second  Day  and  so  Giving  Everj-  man 
his  Day  according  to  his  Draught  from  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember Next  Until  they  shall  go  thro  the  whole  Sabbath 
Days  Excepted  and  that  The  Com*^'^  appointed  to  Lay  out 
said  Land  shall  Proceed  in  the  Following  n^ethod  Namely  to 
Laj'  out  the  Lots  in  good  Shape  and  Form  and  not  Leave 
Slips  of  Land  between  Lot  &  Lot,  and  that  the_v  Leave 

lOna  knoll  north  of  the  road  leading  to  West  motiritajn,  near  .\sh  Swfamp 
tsrook,  southwe'it  of  Henry  O.  Spaulding's  house.  Tht  inscription  on  ilr.  Fos- 
ter's _gTavestoiie  is  still  legible,  though  nearly  oblitcrared.  This  was  the  >ecciud 
bnryitig-placc  used  in  to-ivn,  the  first  being-  southtvest  of  the  first  meetinghouse. 
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Land  lor  Roads  in  Evcrx^  Lot  —  and  if  any  man  Shall  not 
Lay  out  his  Lot  in  his  Uny  nor  l)rin;^  in  his  Pitch  or  Choice 
in  writing  Lo  David  Foster  by  the  Day  then  he  shall  not 
Lay  out  his  Lot  till  the  time  be  PvX]>ired  for  Layin<:;  out 
Each  mans  Drau;:^ht  or  Pitch  in  S.'iid  Division  and  if  an}' 
man  shall  not  Lay  out  his  Lot  in  Six  I)a_\s  after  he  made 
his  Pitch  it  Shall  not  be  Laid  out  to  hinder  any  other 
man  of  his  Pitch.  Chose  Lieu*  Ephraim  Dorman  Josei)h 
Ellis  Joseph  Blake  Simeon  Clark  Benj"  Hall  David  Foster 
and  Nathan  Blake  a  Com*^"'  to  Lay  out  said  Lots." 

The  names  of  the  original  proprietors  with  the  num- 
bers of  tlieir  hou.se  lots  in  regular  order,  and  the  num])ers 
of  their  pitches  in  this  division  then  follows. 

The  annual  town  meeting  in  17G2  was  opened  at  the 
meetinghouse,  chosc'  "  Deacon  David  Foster  Moderator" 
and  immediately  adjourned  to  the  house  (tavern)  of 
Thomas  Frink,  Esq.  A  full  list  of  town  officers  was 
elected,  including  Michael  Metcalf,  Jr.,  "  Clark  of  the  mar- 
ket,"! and  "iMichael  Metcalf  and  Dr.  Obadiah  Blake  Deer 
Reifs."-  Thomas  Rigs  was  chosen  "Leather  Sealer,"  and 
"  Dcin  Guild  to  Dig  the  Graves  in  the  Burving  Place  by  the 
Town  Street,"  —  at  the  south  end,  near  the  site  of  the  first 
meetinghouse. 

The  first  ''merchant"  in  town  was  Tchabod  Fisher,  and 
at  this  time  he  used  to  go  to  Wrentham,  his  native  town, 
once  a  year,  on  horseback,  and  bring  back  his  saddle  bags 
filled  with  c.'dicos,  ribbons,  pins,  needles,  etc.,  which  sup- 
plied the  dry  goods  trade  in  Iveene  for  a  year.  His  store 
was  in  his  house  on  "Poverty  Lane,"  now  West  street,  the 
small  yellow  house  which  stood  nearly  opposite  School 
street  until  1880. 

On  the  2d  of  September  the  town  "Voted  to  Clabbord 
the  meeting  House  Lay  the  Floors  and  Glaze  the  windows 
of  s"^  House  and  make  all  the  Doors  and  Brace  the  Meeting 
House  as  the  Carpenter  and  Committee  shall  think  Xeed- 
fuU  — Choose  Ebcn''  Xims  Michael  Metcalf  Elisha  Briggs 
Eben"^  Clark  and  Josiah  Willard  to  be  a  Committe  To 
carry  on  said  Business  Relating  to  the  meeting  House." 

There  was  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  Amos 

J'rUi?  uiiicf  was  eoiiiimied  for  twenty  ^-e.ars  before  the  "  TUiyraarkct "  was 
established,  biit  nothing:  is  l<;iiuwii  coiicci iiiu^j:  its  duties. 

2  It  was  tlie  tiut_Y  oi' deer  reeves  to  enforce  the  law  .lyaiinst  kilfin};  deer  in  the 
spring  and  summer. 
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Foster,  and  the  town  "  Choose  Thomas  Frink,  Esq.''  Agent 
to  act  in  all  affairs  Relating  To  the  Estate  Given  to  the 
Town  by  Mr.  Amos  Foster  Deas'ci." 

The  annual  town  meeting  in  1763  was  opened  at  the 
meetinghouse,  chose  David  Xims,  moderator,  and  immedi- 
ately- adjourned  to  "  Cap^  Wymans"'  (tavern).  A  full  com- 
plement of  town  officers  was  choseii,  among  them  Capt. 
Wyman  first  selectman,  Ebenezer  Clark  and  Thomas 
Riggs.  tA'thingmen. 

On  the  21st  of  June  the  town  "Voted  Thirteen  Pounds 
Sterling  to  Pay  for  the  Sashes  and  Window  Frames  of  the 
meeting  House  and  for  Provideing  Stone  Boards  &c  for  the 
meeting  House." 

On  the  13th  of  September  the  proprietors  met  at  the 
meetinghouse,  chose  David  Nims  moderator,  and  "  ad- 
jotirned  to  the  House  of  Sarah  Harrington,  Inn  Holder." 
Alany  of  the  pro]")rietors  having  neglected  to  make  out 
their  claims  under  the  Massachusetts  grant,  it  was  voted 
that  if  the\-  did  not  present  their  claims  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  May,  17G4,  "then  their  lands  shall  be  free  for 
an\'  man  to  lajc  out."  The  time  was  afterwards  extended 
to  the  last  day  of  September,  176v5. 

The  annual  town  meeting  in  1764  was  opened  at  the 
meetinghouse,  chose  Dr.  Thomas  Frink  moderator,  and 
adjourned  to  the  house  of  Xathan  Blake. 

On  the  fifth  article:  "Voted  Six  Pound  Sterling  to 
Defray  the  Charges  of  a  School."  This  is  the  first  record  of 
money-  appropriated  by  the  town  for  schools. 

On  article  7:  "Voted  Fifty  Pounds  SterHng  to  Defrav 
the  Charge  of  mending  the  Highway-s  and  to  allow  Each 
man  Two  Shillings  Sterling  p'  Dav  for  Labour  in  mending 
the  Highway  from  the  month  of  May  to  September  and 
One  Shilling  and  Sixpence  SterHng  p''  Da_v  after  Septem' 
Through  the  Season  of  working  on  the  Roads." 

A  town  meeting  on  the  27th  of  September,  adjourned 
to  the  ISth  of  October  —  Dr.  Thomas  Frink,  moderator  — 
"Voted  to  Build  a  Pulpit  in  the  meeting  House  and  make 
the  Seats  in  the  Body  of  the  meeting  House  and  Set  up  the 
Pillars  put  in  the  Joyce  of  the  Gallerys  all  to  be  Compleated 
by  the  First  Day  of  Sep  tern'  Next."    The  sum    of  ten 
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pounds,  stcrlinj^,  was  raised  for  tliat  purpose,  and  Lieut. 
E])hraini  Dorman.  Benjamin  Hall  an(]  Simeon  Clark  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  carrj-  on  the  work. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1765,  on  article  7,  "Voted 
the  Sum  of  Sixty  Pounds  Sterling  to  make  and  mend  the 
Highway's  and  that  Two  Shillings  and  Six  Pence  be  allowed 
p''  Day  to  Each  man  untill  the  Last  of  Septem''  and  then 
Two  Shillings  \Y  Da}'  for  each  man  and  one  Sliilling  p"^  Day 
for  a  yoke  of  Oxen  and  Sixpence  p""  Da}'  for  a  Cart." 

On  the  7th  of  May  a  legal  meeting  of  the  jiroprietors 
was  held  at  the  meetinghouse  under  a  warrant  from 
Benjamin  Bellows  of  Walpole,  "one  of  his  Majest3-s  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  for  said  Province"  of  New  Hampshire. 
Capt.  Isaac  Wyman  was  chosen  moderator. 

"Upon  the  Second  article  voted  to  Confirm  all  the 
former  votes  of  the  Propriet}-."  A  committee  was  chosen 
to  sell  the  blacksmith's  tools,  and  a  vote  p.'U'^sed  that  the 
money  received  for  them  should  "be  Laid  out  to  Pa}'  for 
finishing  the  meeting  House." 

"Upon  the  P'ourth  article  Voted  that  the  Propriety 
will  Lay  out  Sixty  acres  of  Land  to  Each  Kight  in  said 
Township." 

This  was  the  ninth  division  of  the  common  land,  and 
the  method  adopted  was  the  same  as  that  of  February 
23,  1762. 

Twelve  acres  of  land  were  voted  to  David  Foster  for 
his  services  as  clerk  in  i-ecording  the  charter;  and  "  Tho'* 
Frink  Esq.""  David  Nims  and  Breed  Batcheller"!  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  make  an  allowance  out  of  the 
common  lands  to  those  who  had  had  roads  laid  through 
their  thirty  acre  lots. 

The  annual  town  meeting  in  1766  chose  Capt.  Isaac 
Wyman  moderator,  and  adjourned  from  the  meetinghouse 
to  the  house  of  Benjamin  Hall.  Ichabod  Fisher  was  elected 
town  clerk  and  Michael  Mctcalf  "Saxton." 

After  transacting  other  business  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  at  the  meetinghouse,  when 
it  was  "Voted  that  Benjann'n  Hall  be  agent  to  represent 
the  Town  in  Behalf  of  a  Shear  Town." 

1  Breed  Batcheller,  a  surveyor,  was  the  first  settler  of  I'ackcrsficld,  in  1765 
—  afterwards  uoted  as  a  tory. 
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"Voted  that  the  moDcy  Given  to  the  Town  by  Capt. 
Nathaniel  Fairbanks  Deas'd  The  interest  of  which  was 
for  the  use  of  the  school  in  this  Town  That  the  Security  of 
said  money  be  Delivered  to  the  Care  of  the  Town  Treasurer 
and  his  susesors  [successors]  in  said  oflice  for  the  Time 
Being. 

"Voted  to  Give  the  Priveledge  of  the  Pew  which  shall  be 
made  at  tlie  Right  Hand  of  the  Pulpit  in  the  meeting 
House  (That  is)  adjoining  to  the  Puljiit  Stairs  to  the  use 
and  For  the  Service  of  the  ministers  Family  in  this  town 
for  the  Time  Being  Said  Pew  to  be  made  at  the  Cost  and 
Charge  of  the  Town. 

"Voted  to  give  the  Privelege  of  the  Pew  Ground  in  the 
meeting  House  to  those  Persons  in  this  Town  who  have 
Paid  the  Largest  Taxes  upon  Real  Estate  for  Three  Last 
vears  Past  and  said  Persons  shall  have  Their  Choice  of 
Said  Pew  Ground  by  Succession  according  to  The  Value  of 
the  Taxes  they  Paid  in  s*^  Term  and  shall  build  their  Pews 
within  Six  months  from  this  Date  and  if  any  of  the  Said 
Persons  Refuse  or  Neglect  to  build  their  Pew  or  Pews  in 
Said  Term  Then  the  Next  highest  Pa\'ers  of  the  Rates 
Shall  have  the  said  Refusers  Property. 

"Voted  that  Benjamin  Hall  David  Nims  and  Josiah 
Willard  be  a  Committe  to  Examine  and  Determine  who 
are  the  Persons  That  have  Paid  the  Larges  Taxes  in  this 
Town  on  Real  Estate  for  the  Three  Last  Years  Past." 

On  the  7th  of  October,  the  town  "Voted  to  Build  a 
New  Bridge  Over  the  River  on  the  Road  Leading  to  Ash 
Swamp"  —  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  April  following. 
James  Guild  was  the  master  mechanic,  and  Benjamin  Hall, 
Nathan  Blake,  Simeon  Clark,  Jesse  Clark  and  Joseph  Blake 
were  the  committee  to  oversee  the  w'ork.  Thirty  pounds, 
lawful  monej',  was  raised  to  defray  the  expense,  and  men 
were  allowed  2/6  per  day  for  work  on  the  bridge. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  the  town:  "Voted  for  the 
Better  accommodation  and  Satisfaction  of  Sundry  Persons 
—  That  Twelve  Persons  more  being  the  Next  Highest  in 
the  Taxes  in  Real  Estate  for  the  Three  Last  years  Past  be 
added  to  the  Former  Twelve  and  may  have  the  Privelege 
with  the  former  Twelve  in  the  Pew  Ground  or  Pews 
already  made  Pro%'ided  they  will  Pay  their  Equal  Part  to 
the  Satisfaction  of  those  on  whose  Charge  the  Pews  were 
Built."  The  article  "To  see  if  they  will  Do  anything 
about  Finishing  the  meeting  house"  was  dismissed. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  1767:  "Voted  to  Pay  unto 
Prieilla  Ellis  the  sum  of  Tliree  J'onnds  Thirteen  Shillings 
and  One  Penn_v  Lawful  Money  for  her  Service  in  keeping 
the  School."  Article  Gth  of  the  warrant:  "To  see  if  they 
will  Do  anything  Further  about  Finishing  the  meeting 
House,''  was  dismissed;  but,  on  the  21st  of  April,  Abra- 
ham Wheeler,  Benjamin  Archer  and  Josiah  Ellis  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  lay  the  gallery  floors,  and  build  the 
stairs  and  "Breastworks"  of  the  gallery  in  the  meeting- 
house. At  the  same  meeting  six  pounds  were  appropriated 
to  purchase  standard  weights  and  measures,  new  l^ooks 
for  the  town  records  and  "a  Law  Book  for  the  use  of  the 
town." 

Down  to  this  time  all  ])ublic  lousiness  in  the  province 
had  been  transacted  at  Portsmouth,  but  the  convenience 
of  the  people  required  the  establishment  of  counties.  It 
w'as  proposed  in  the  assembly,  in  August  of  this  3"ear, 
that  the  portion  of  the  province  lying  cast  of  Merrimac 
river  should  be  divided  into  three  counties,  and  that  all 
the  towns  and  settlements  west  of  the  Merrimac  should 
constitute  a  fourth  countj-.  In  a  postscript  to  a  letter  on 
this  subject  w-ritten  by  Rev.  Daniel  Wilkins  of  Amherst  to 
Hon.  George  Jaifrey  of  Portsmouth,  an  influential  member 
of  the  cotmcil  and  treasurer  of  the  province,  Mr.  Wilkins 
said : 

"Amherst  Oct  y^  1^^  1767. 

"P:  S:  S''  I  must  beg  leave  to  tell  your  Hon^  that  Mr. 
Willard  a  son  of  Coll  Willard  of  Winchester  and  one  Mr. 
Hall  was  at  m\-  House  the  Last  f^vening  as  agent  for 
Keen  and  other  towns  towards  the  great  River  to  desire 
that  the  Shire  Town  might  be  Amherst  and  likewise  that 
there  is  a  general  imeasiness  of  its  being  at  Merrimack 
and  also  Walepole  as  that  every  town  save  two  would  be 
greath'  Discommoded  if  the  Court  was  had  at  Walepole 
and  not  at  Keen  and  also  beg  the  favour  of  its  being 
established  at  Keen  as  Keen  will  much  best  commode  the 
People  in  General  or  at  least  that  his  Exelcncy  with  j^our 
Hon''^  would  grant  them  Liberty  to  bring  Down  the  rninds 
of  the  People."  "  "D.:  W'." 

November  17.  the  town  chose  "Josiah  Willard  agent  to 
act  in  Behalf  of  this  Town  Respecting  the  Setling  a  New 
Coimty  ;  "  and  "Voted  to  Have  a  School  Kept  in  the  Town." 


TOWN  AFFAIRS. 


153 


(Probabl^v  this  was  a  re-election  of  Capt.  Willard,  as  Mr. 
Wilkins  called  him  aa  agent  in  October  previous.) 

The  first  regular  census  of  the  province  was  made  this 
\'ear  b_v  order  of  the  general  assembly,  with  an  inventory 
of  the  ratable  estates  and  the  number  of  polls,  and  on  the 
7th  of  October  the  selectmeu  made  their  return  of  the 
nnmber  and  description  of  the  inliabitants  in  Keene  as 
follows : 

Unmarried  men  from  16  to  GO   51 

Married  men  from  16  to  60   66 

Bo^'s  from  16  years  and  under   S4- 


Men,  60  years  and  above   4 

Females,  unmcirried  14-9 

Females,  married   68 

Widows   8 

Total  430 


(Provincial  Papers,  vol.  7,  pages  168-9.) 
The  assembly  established  the  proportion  which  each 
town  should  pay  on  £1,000  of  tax.  The  number  of  polls 
in  Keene  1  was  106,  the  valuation  of  the  ratable  estates 
£4,000,  and  its  proportion  of  tax  to  £1,000,  was  fixed  at 
£9  10s. 

The  annual  town  meeting  of  March  1,  176S,  ad- 
journed to  the  7th,  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary 
flood  of  waters  wherein-  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
could  not  attend  the  meeting  at  that  time.  The  meeting  was 
then  held  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Hall,  adjourned  from 
the  meetinghouse.  "Chose  Josiah  Willard  Benjamin  Hall 
and  Tchabod  Fisher  a  Comraitte  to  Transcribe  the  Town 
Records  into  a  New  Book  and  Rectif\'  Mistakes  in  said 
Record  if  any  be  Relating  to  Mr.  Sumners  Sallary." 

At  a  legal  meeting  on  the  9th  of  May,  Capt.  Josiah 
Willard  was  chosen  representative  to  the  "General  Assem- 
bly" at  Portsmouth  —  the  first  representative  from  Keene 

'SwanzCT      returned    74-  polls,  est.ites  valned  at  r3,000 

Winchester        "   108       "  "  '•        •'    4,000 

Westmoreland  "    94  "  •'        "    2,700 

Walpole  "    75       "  "  "         '■    2,900 

Charlestown     "   100       •'  "  "        "    4,r)0(> 

Rowley  Canada  (Rindgre)  6.")       "  "  "'        "    2,200 

New  Ipswich    "   150       "  '•  "        "    .5.000 

Exeter  "   390       "  "  "        '•   13,000 

I>ovcr  "   3.S4       '•  "  "         '•   14,700 

Portsmotith      '•   910       "  "  "        "   .'^2,339 

(.Provincial  Papers,  vol.  7,  page  166.) 
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to  tlic  legislature  of  New  Hampshire.  His  father,  Co).  Jo- 
siah  Willard,  represented  Winchester  at  the  same  time. 

November  17  the  town  '"Voted  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pound 
Lawfull  Money  for  Defraying  the  CJiarge  of  a  School." 

The  annual  meeting  of  17G9  was  opened  at  the  meet- 
inghouse ))ut  adjourned  "  to  the  House  of  Lent.  Benj"  Hall." 
After  this  for  a  long  term  of  years  the  town  meetings  were 
held  at  the  meetinghouse. 

This  meeting  "Voted  to  Raise  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Three 
Poimds  Six  Shillings  and  Eaight  Pence  Lawfull  mone^-  For 
the  Rev'd  mr.  Sumners  Sa]lar3'  the  P^resent  A^ear  — 

"Voted  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds  Lawfull  money  for  Pro- 
cureing  Mr.  Sumners  Firewood  :  and  each  Person  to  have 
Liberty  to  Pay  his  Propotion  of  the  above  Sum  in  Good 
Marchantable  Firewood  at  Five  Shillings  pr  cord  to  l)e  De- 
li v'd  at  Mr.  Sumners  Door  at  or  Before  the  First  Day  of 
Februar\'  Next;"  or  in  default  thereof  the  ujoney  was  to 
be  collected.  "Choose  Benjamin  Archer  Collector  to  Collect 
said  Fire  wood  or  the  mone3'  for  Procureing  the  same." 

"Voted  to  Build  a  Bridge  Over  the  North  Branch  upon 
the  Road  Leading  to  Joseph  Browns."  Mr.  Brown  lived 
in  what  is  now  Roxbury  and  this  bridge  was  on  the  pres- 
ent Roxbur}'  road  —  the  first  at  that  place. 

"Choose  Capt.  Ephraim  Dorman  and  Leut.  Benjamin 
Hall  and  Jeremiah  Stiles  a  Committee  to  Perambulate  the 
Town  Lines."  The  first  perambulation  had  been  made  in 
1760  by  "Lieut.  Ephraim  Dorman,  Ensign  William  Sraeed 
and  Lieut.  Seth  Heaton." 

On  the  same  day,  March  7,  the  proprietors  held  a 
meeting  and  voted  to  grant  another  division  of  land  — 
twenty-five  acres  to  each  right  —  the  distribution  to  be 
made  in  the  same  manner  as  that  previously  adopted, 
except  that  each  proprietor  was  given  the  right  to  lay 
out  ten  or  less  of  his  twent3'-five  acres  adjoining  his  own 
land. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1770  "Voted  to  Seat  the  meet- 
ing House"  and  chose  "  Thos  Friuk  Esq.  Thomas  Baker 
Leut  Benjamin  Hall  Dan  Guild  and  Abraham  Wheeler"  a 
committee  for  that  purpose. 

"Voted  further  to  give  Liberty  to  Jeremiah  Stiles  Thos 
Wilder  Samuel  Wadsworth  Robert  Gillmore  Benjamin 
Archer  Jotham  Metcalf  EHsha  Briggs  Silas  Cooke  Eben'' 
Carpenter  Eben''  Newton  Amos  Patridge  and  Daniel  Kings- 
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burv  to  build  Foiir  Pews  in  the  front  Gallary  and  two 
more  Pews  over  the  mens  &  Wonicns  Gallery  stairs  said 
Pew  Ground  to  be  Devided  amongst  them  as  they  shall 
agree  among  themselves."' 

Article  10,  "To  se  if  they  will  Do  anj-thing  Relating 
to  a  School."  was  dismissed. 

The  proprietors  met  on  the  27th  of  April,  chose  David 
Nims  moderator,  and  appointed  a  committee  consisting  of 
Lieut.  Seth  Heaton,  Major  Josiah  Willard  and  Lieut. 
Benjamin  Hall  "to  make  Search  and  See  what  money  is 
due  to  ColP  Bellows  for  the  Charter."  The  meeting  then 
adjourned  to  the  30th  of  May,  when  it  "  voted  to  Rlisha 
Briggs  Libertx^  to  Lay  out  forty  acres  in  any  of  the  Com- 
mon Land  in  this  Township  he  the  said  Briggs  Discharg- 
ing the  Prop""*  and  Grantees  from  what  ColP  Bellows 
Requires  of  the  Prop"  and  Grantees  for  the  Charter  of 
this  Town  which  Sum  is  Sixteen  Dollars  and  Three  Quar- 
ters i  which  offer  Al""  Briggs  accepted  and  Ingaged  to  bring 
a  Discharge  in  the  space  of  a  month  from  the  Date  above." 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1769,  Gov.  John  Weutworth 
granted  a  charter  to  Dartmouth  college,  to  be  established 
at  Hanover.  Towards  the  close  of  the  following  stmimcr 
Rev.  Eleazar  Wheelock,  with  his  famih',  in  a  coach  —  the 
gift  of  a  London  friend  —  his  servants,  his  laborers  and  some 
students,  numbering  in  all  sevent\'  persons,  with  cattle, 
swine  and  carts  loaded  with  furniture,  clothing,  books  and 
implements  of  husbandry  and  the  arts,  made  their  long  and 
tedious  journe\-  of  200  miles  from  Lebanon,  Conn.,  to  Han- 
over, N.  H.-  Doubtless  they  passed  through  Keene,  as  the 
best  route  must  have  })een  through  Deerheld,  Northfield 
and  Winchester,  and  here  they  would  strike  the  militar\- 
road  opened  by  Col.  Goffe  in  1759  through  Keene  to  No. 
4;  and  a  military'  road  had  also  been  opened  from  No.  4 
through  Hanover  to  Haverhill,  N.  H. 

The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Connecti- 
cut Courant,  published  at  ILirtford,  October  16,  1770: 

"Dart.mouth  Coi.t.rge,  in  Hanover,  Oct.  11,  1770. 
"  Whereas  a  meeting  of  the  honorable  corporation  of 
Dartmouth  College,  was  appointed  to  be  on  this  da}-  in 

1  Showing  tbe  -raliic  of  the  best  comiTion  lanii  to  be  about  42  ceiit,<=  ver 
acre.  ^ 

^Sanborn's  Hi.storv  of  Xcw  Hampshire,  page  154.  .McCliutnck's  liistorT  of 
>.ew  Hampshire,  page  517,  and  address  of  Natii.an  Crosby. 
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this  ])lacc,  1)ut  h}'  some  means  the  advertisement  of  the 
same,  whicli  was  sent  to  be  jniblislicd  in  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Gazette  miscarried,  which  makes  another  a])pointment 
necessary. 

"These  are  tliereforc  to  notifj'  all  concerned  that  a 
meeting  of  said  corporation  is  now  apjiointed  to  be  held 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Wyman,  innholder  in  Keen,  on  mon- 
day  the  22'"^  instant,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

B}'  Eleazer  Wheelock 
Pi'csident  of  said  College." 

"Captain  Wynian's  tavern  in  Keen,"  which  he  had 
then  kei)t  for  seven  years,  was  noted  far  and  wnde  as  an 
excellent  inn.i  It  was  a  convenient  rallying  point  for  the 
trustees,  who  were  scattered  from  northern  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Connecticut,  and  they  met  there  according  to 
notice,  in  the  northeast  room  of  that  house  —  now  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  R.  S.  Perkins,  339  JMain  street.  "Rev. 
Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelock  presided  and  Rev.  William  Patten 
was  clerk,"  and  the  administrative  work  of  Dartmouth 
college  was  begun  in  that  room. 

A  legal  meeting  on  the  29th  of  October  voted  to  divide 
the  towMi  into  four  school  districts  corresponding  nearly  to 
the  four  territorial  quarters  of  the  towMi,  and  each  district 
was  required  to  build  a  schoolhouse.  Plfteen  pounds  were 
raised  for  the  support  of  the  four  schools,  each  district  to 
have  its  j^roportion  according  to  the  tax  it  paid. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1771,  upon  a  petition  of 
some  of  the  people  living  on  the  east  side  of  North  branch, 
they  were  set  off  into  a  school  district  b3'  themselves; 

iThe  statfiiicnt  has  been  made  that  Dr.  Thomas  Frink  had  previously  kept 
this  same  tavern,  but  that  i'^  found  to  have  been  an  error.  Dr.  Frink  preceded 
Capt-  Wyinan  as  the  pHncipal  tavern  keeper  at  that  end  of  the  tOTvn,  but  not 
in  the  same  house.  From  the  rtjfistrv  of  old  deeds  in  the  state  Hlirary  at  Con- 
cord we  learn  th;tt  in  1757,  wfiile  still  in  command  of  Fort  Massachusetts, 
Ca])t.  Isaac  Wyman  bonf^ht  of  Joseph  Fisher,  of  Dedham,  Mass..  the  original 
house-lot  Ko.  47,  "on  the  West  .side  of  the  Tovi-n  street"  in  Keene,  (where  the 
"Did  Wyman  Tavern"  still  stands);  but  there  could  not  have  been  a  house  of 
any  vahie  on  it  then,  for  he  paid  only  "one  hundred  Pounds  Lawful  Money" 
for  that  and  the  adjoining  lots  Xos.  tG  and  4,S,  and  thirty  .acres  on  Beech  hill. 
In  1761.  while  still  at  Fort  Massachusetts,  he  bought  of  Rev.  Jacolj  Bacon,  then 
of  Plymomh,  Mass.,  the  four  lots  at  the  sonth  end  on  the  s.-inie  side  of  the 
street, —  with  some  exceptions,  as  the  east  end  of  lot  54  —  Nos.  51  to  54-.  The 
town  records  of  17G2  show  that  he  was  then  living  in  Keene,  a  man  of  com- 
parative we.'ilth,  ownitig  a  lai",ije  amount  <.»f  property  in  the  town.  The  records 
also  show  that  in  M.-irch,  1763,  he  was  keepinj;  the  same  tavern  that  he  kept 
in  1775.  .and  until  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Wm.  Ward  Blake,  who  married 
his  d.-iuphtcr  Koxana.  The  inevitable  omclu.sion  is  that  he  built  the  costly  (for 
those  days  I  tavern-house  on  lot  4-7  in  that  first  year  of  his  residence  here,  1762. 
It  was  built  si>eci,Tlly  for  a  tavern,  having  a  hall  over  the  south  half,  wine 
closets,  and  other  tavern  conveniences,  and  the  southeast  room  was  the  all-im- 
portant tap  room.  Dr.  Frink  never  owned  lot  No.  +7,  but  did  own  lots  49  and 
50,  on  which  were  a  "Dwelling  House  and  Barn."  buying  thejji  in  December, 
1761,  and  selling  them  to  Col.  Josiah  Willard  in  1705. 
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and  Elijah  Blake,  dnd  others  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  in  the  northwest  quarter,  were  set  off  in  the  same 
way. 

A  meeting  on  the  15th  of  May  chose  Lieut.  Benjamin 
Hall  representative  to  the  "General  Assembly;"  and 
"  voted  to  Glaze  the  meeting  house  and  Choose  Josiah 
Richardson  Leut.  Tiraothj'  Ellis  &  Elijah  Williams  cora- 
itte  to  carrv  on  s"^  Business." 

In  all  these  3-ears  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  prov- 
ince had  suffered  the  expense  and  inconvenience  of  going 
to  Portsmouth  whenever  they  had  business  before  the 
courts.  For  man}-  3'ears  the  subject  of  establishing  coun- 
ties had  been  agitated,  and  in  1769  an  act  passed  the 
legislature  and  was  signed  by  the  governor  dividing  the 
province  into  five  counties  —  Rockingham,  Strafford,  Hills- 
borough, Cheshire  and  Grafton.  The  first  three  and  the 
last  were  named  b}"  Gov.  Wentworth  for  English  noble- 
men who  were  his  personal  friends.  Cheshire  was  named 
after  the  English  county  of  that  name,  and  included  the 
present  countj^  of  Sullivan.  Keenc  was  made  one  of  the 
shire  towns  of  Cheshire,  and  Charlestown  the  other. 

But  the  operation  of  the  act  was  suspended  until  the 
king  should  approve.  His  assent  having  been  obtained, 
the  act  went  into  effect  in  1771.  From  that  time,  for 
several  years,  the  warrants  for  town  meetings  were  headed 
"Cheshire  s.s.,"  and  for  three  years  longer  the3'  were  issued 
in  "His  Majest\''s  Name."  The  first  meeting  for  the  choice 
of  jurors  in  Keene  was  held  on  the  2d  of  September. 
Grand  jur3'men  were  chosen  bv  the  voters;  petit  jurors 
were  "drawn  and  appointed"  b3'  the  selectmen. 

"His  Majest\'s  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  "  was  held 
for  the  first  time  in  Keene  on  the  "Third  Tuesdaj-  of  Sep- 
tember;" "  His  Majest3's  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  " 
on  the  "Second  Tuesday  of  October;"  and  the  "Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace"  on  "the  Thursday  follow- 
ing the  Second  Tuesday  of  October."  Thomas  Baker,  Jo- 
seph ElHs  and  Eliphalet  Briggs  were  "chosen  "  grand  jurors, 
and  Nathan  Blake,  Michael  Metcalf  and  Thomas  Wilder 
were  drawn  as  petit  jurors  for  the  several  courts. 

Major  Josiah  Willard  of  Keene  had  been  appointed 
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"Recorder  of  Deeds  &  Conveyances  of  Real  fistate "  in 
March,  and  he  held  that  oflFiee  until  177(5. 

At  a  legal  town  ineetinj^  held  on  the  14th  of  Februar}', 
1772,  it  was  "Voted  by  the  Majority  both  of  the  Church 
and  Congregation  that  it  is  the  mind  of  the  Town  that 
the  Rev''  Al*"  Sumner  be  Dismissed  from  the  Work  of  the 
Ministry-  in  this  Town." 

A  council  of  elders  and  delegates  from  the  churches  of 
Cornish,  Northfield  and  Warwick  was  convened  here  on  the 
29th  of  April,  at  Air.  Sumner's  request,  which  recommended 
his  dismissal,  and  a  town  meeting  on  the  SOtli  accepted  the 
recommendation  and  he  retired  from  tlie  pastorate,  but  re- 
mained an  estimable  citizen  of  the  town.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Sumner's  ministrj'  of  eleven  years  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  citizens  were  members  of  the  church.  The  cause 
of  the  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Sumner  \v£is  said  to  be 
"the  misconduct  of  his  children." 

The  annual  meeting  of  1772  not  having  been  legally 
held,  ten  citizens  of  the  tow^n  petitioned  "The  Ilon^'''^  Elisha 
Marsh  Esq''  one  of  his  majest^-s  Justices  of  the  Peace"  to 
call  a  meeting  for  the  choice  of  town  officers,  etc.  That 
meeting  was  held  on  the  24-th  of  Alarch  —  Thomas  Frink, 
moderator  —  and  voted  thirtj'  pounds  for  the  support  of 
schools  for  the  year.  Various  sums  were  also  voted  to  in- 
dividuals for  labor  and  materials  furnished  in  finishing  the 
meetinghouse. 

A  meeting  on  the  5th  of  }x\n&  "  Voted  to  Dispose  of  the 
Towns  Land  to  pa^-^  the  Tow^ns  Debts,"  and  chose  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  but  no  record  of  sales  with  that 
object  in  view"  has  been  found. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1773  raised  forty  pounds  for 
the  support  of  schools.  In  July,  1772,  a  committee  had 
been  chosen  to  provide  a  suitable  person  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel. The  meeting  in  1773  made  it  the  duty  of  the  selectmen 
to  engage  the  minister,  and  "Voted  the  Sum  of  Sixty  pounds 
for  the  Charge  of  preaching  the  Gospel  the  3'ear  Ensuing." 
A  "Mr.  Poi-ter"  and  a  "  Al''  Nathaniel  Niles "  had  been 
employed  for  some  months  in  that  capacity,  and  a  meet- 
ing on  the  23d  of  March,  1773,  "Voted  to  Hear  M*" 
Nathaniel  Niles  Preach  upon  probation  in  order  to  Settle 


TOWX  AFFAfRS. 


159 


in  the  Ministry  among:  us."  In  December,  the  same  year, 
the  town  "  Voted  to  hear  ^ir.  Augustine  Hibbert  [Hibbard] 
preach  further  upon  probation." 

In  September  the  town  "voted  to  allow  Josiah  Rich- 
ardson to  alter  the  Road  Leading  from  the  meeting  house 
to  Ichabod  Fishers  and  to  Remove  Said  Road  and  to 
Turn  out  on  the  South  Side  of  the  meeting  house  with  a 
Stait  line  to  Ichabod  Fishers  in  the  place  which  the 
Said  Richardson  has  choesen.''  The  meetinghouse  then 
stood  on  the  south  side  of  what  is  now  Central  park. 


The  Rich.\kdsox  Tavern. 


Josiah  Richardson  had  built,  and  then  kept  tavern  in, 
the  colonial  house  which  was  replaced  in  1893  by  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  and  this  change  opened  the  present 
line  of  West  street  from  the  Square.  It  had  previoush- 
turned  west  from  Main  street,  diagonally,  about  where 
Lamson  block  now  stands,  and  was  called  Povertj-  lane. 
With  this  change  it  was  given  the  name  of  Pleasant  street. 

In  October,  Gov.  John  Went  worth  requested  a  census 
of  the  population  of  the  province,  to  be  taken  b_v  the 
selectmen  of  each  town.    The  return  for  Keene  was; 
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"Unmarried  men,  IG  to  GO  yrs   65 

Married  men  under  GO  yrs   96 

Boys,  16  and  under  140 

Men,  GO  yrs.  and  ujjward   11 

Females  unmarried  217 

Females  married  lOo 

Widows   10 

Male  slaves   1 


645 

David  Nims,  Eliphalct  Briggs,  jr.,  Benjamin  Hall,  Selectmen." 

(State  Papers,  vol.  10,  Census,  1773.) 
The  total  population  of  the  province  was  given  as 
72,092;  whole  number  of  slaves,  674;  slaves  in  Cheshire 
county,  9. 

In  those  years  of  peace  and  prosperity  and  rapid  growth 
of  the  towns  and  the  provinces,  the  mutterings  of  the  ap- 
proaching storm  of  the  Revolution  began  to  be  heard.  A 
young  monarch,  George  III,  had  come  to  the  throne;  the 
colonists  were  lox-al  to  their  sovereign  and  regarded  the 
mother  countr}'  with  devotion  ;  but  the  abundant  evidences 
of  prosperity-  in  America  had  led  the  home  government  to 
believe  that  a  large  income  might  be  drawn  from  that 
source,  and  thus  relieve  the  over-taxed  people  of  England. 
To  make  the  taxes  as  little  burdensome  and  irritating  as 
possible,  they  were  levied  chiefly  in  the  form  of  duties  on 
foreign  sugar,  molasses  and  other  commodities  which  came 
in  competition  with  colonial  products,  and  hy  stamps  on 
all  legal  and  mercantile  papers.  But  even  these  softened 
me6.sures  were  felt  to  be  an  assumption  of  the  right  to 
seize  and  dispose  of  the  propertj^  of  the  colonists  without 
remuneration  or  representation,  and  aroused  a  determined 
spirit  of  opposition.  Neither  the  petitions  of  the  colonists 
for  redress  nor  the  arguments  of  powerful  advocates  of  their 
cause  in  parliament  produced  an\'  effect.  The  government 
persisted  in  its  blind  folly-.  The  people  became  greatlj 
excited,  and  acts  of  violence  followed  the  attempt  to 
enforce  the  obnoxious  laws.  The  stamp  act  w-as  to  go  into 
operation  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1765.  On  the  last 
day'  of  October  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  published  at 
Portsmouth,  appeared  with  a  mourning  border.  The  next 
day^  people  came  in  from  the  towns  around,  the  bells  were 
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tolled,  and  there  was  a  mock  funeral  of  the  Goddess  of 
Libert3\  Similar  demonstrations  were  made  in  Massachii- 
setts  and  other  colonies. 

In  1766  the  stamp  act  was  repealed,  greath'  to  the 
joy  of  the  colonists;  but  there  were  other  laws  which  bore 
harshly  upon  them,  and  this  was  onh'  a  lull  in  the  storm 
of  resentment  and  opposition.  The  martial  spirit  of  the 
people,  aroused  and  stimulated  by  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  had  not  died  out,  and  while  there  was  no  thought 
of  separation  from  the  mother  countr_y,  the  trained  veterans 
of  those  wars  were  not  disjiosed  to  submit  to  any  imposi- 
tions, or  any  encroachments  on  their  rights. 

The  militia  had  been  kept  up,  not  at  the  expense  of 
the  government,  or  of  the  province  chiefly,  but  of  the 
citizen  soldiers  themselves.  John  Wentworth  had  succeeded 
his  uncle,  Benning  Wentworth,  as  governor  of  the  province. 
He  was  onh'  thirty  years  old,  was  fond  of  military  dis- 
play-, and  he  gave  his  personal  and  official  influence  to  the 
improvement  of  the  militia.  The  number  of  regiments  was 
increased  to  twelve,  and  the  6th  covered  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  province  as  in  1760.  Josiah  Willard  of  Win- 
chester was  still  its  colonel,  Benjamin  Bellows  of  Walpole 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  Josiah  Willard,  Jr.,  of  Keene  and 
Breed  Batcheller  of  Packersfield,  majors.  Keene  had  a 
company  of  117  officers  and  men,  and  an  alarm  list  (of 
the  older  and  not  fully  able-bodied  men)  of  forty-five. 

"The  following  muster-roll  has  been  handed  to  the 
compiler,  by  a  veteran  of  the  Revolution : 

"a   T.1ST  OF  THE   FOOT   CO.MPANY  IN  KEEXE. 

"Lieut.  Benjamin  Hall,  Joseph  Gray, 

Ensign,  Michael  Metcalf,  Samuel  Hall, 

Clerk,  Simeon  Clark,  Jesse  Hall, 

Serj.  Elijah  Blake,  Peter  Hubbert, 

Serj.  Thomas  Baker,  Seth  Heaton,  Jr., 

Serj.  Isaac  Esty,  John  Houghton, 

Serj.  Jedediah  Carpenter.  Joseph  Hills, 

Corp,  Dan  Guild,  Davis  Howlet, 

Corp.  Joseph  Blake,  Ziba  Hall, 

Corp.  Abijah  Metcalf,  Jonathan  Heaton, 

Benjamin  Archer.  Luther  Heaton, 

Jonathan  Archer,  Nathaniel  Kingsbury, 

Asahel  Blake,  Daniel  Kingsbury, 
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John  I'wown, 
Elisl).'!  Bnj^i^s, 
Joliii  B,-ilch" 
Benjamin  Balch,  Jr., 
Lnthcr  Bragg, 
Samuel  Bassett, 
]olin  Burt, 
Nathan  Blake,  fr., 
Oliadiah  Blakc,'jr., 
RoA-al  BlaUe, 
Naboth  Bettison, 
Thomas  Baker,  Jr., 
John  Pray  Blake, 
Cephas  Clark,  , 
Seth  Clark, 
Eliphalet  Carpenter, 
Ebenezer  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Chapman, 
Silas  Cook, 
Isaac  Clark, 
Simeon  Clark,  Jr., 
Jonas  Clark, 
John  Day,  Jr., 
John  Daniels. 
Reuben  Daniels, 
John  Dickson, 
Addington  Daniels, 
Ebenezer  Day,  Jr., 
Jacob  Day, 
James  Dean, 
Timothy  Crossfield, 
Joseph  Ellis,  Jr., 
Gideon  Ellis,  Jr., 
Simeon  Ellis, 
Timothy  EUis,  3d, 
William  Ellis, 
Caleb  Ellis, 
Stepheti  Estj'-, 
James  Eady, 
Henr3'  Ellis, 
Benjamin  Ellis, 
Benjamin  Ellis,  Jr., 
Joshua  Ellis, 
Jabez  Fisher, 
Silas  French, 
David  Foster,  Jr., 
Peter  Fiskin, 
Aaron  Gra}',  Jr., 


Ste])l)en  Earal)ee, 
Daniel  Lake. 
Ezra  Metcnlf, 
Jonathan  Metcalf, 
Moses  Marsh, 
?:ii  Metcalf, 
Daniel  Metcalf, 
William  Nelson, 
David  Nims,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Newton, 
Asahel  Nims, 
Eliakim  Nims, 
Zadoc  Nims, 
Alpheus  Nims, 
Joshua  Osgood, 
Benjamin  Osgood,  J 
Amos  Partridge, 
Jonathan  Pond, 
Abiathar  Pond, 
Nathan  Rugg, 
Josiah  Richardson, 
Eleazer  Sanger, 
Abner  Sanger, 
Robert  Spencer, 
Jeremiah  Stiles, 
Richard  Smith, 
John  Swan, 
Jacob  Town, 
Joseph  Thatcher, 
Abraham  WHiceler,  J 
Joseph  W^illson, 
William  Woods, 
Oliver  Wright, 
Jedediah  Wellman, 
David  Willson, 
Daniel  Willson,  . 
Thomas  Wells, 
John  White, 
James  Wright, 
Zadoc  Wheeler, 
Walter  Wheeler, 
Samuel  Wadsworth, 
Abijah  Wilder, 
Jonathan  Wheeler, 
Thomas  Wilder, 
Thomas  Morse, 
Ephraim  Leonard, 
Peter  Daniels, 
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WilHam  Goodenow,  Luke  Metcalf, 

John  Grigg-s;,  Isaac  Wyinan.  Jr., 

'"To  Col.  Josiah  Willard.         Ephraim  Dorman,  C. 

Errors  Excepted. 
Kecne  August  7,  1773." 

"THK  AL.VKM  LIST  BELO.N'GI.XG  TO  KEENE. 

"Lieut.  Scftli  Heaton,  Samuel  Woods, 

Dea.  David  F'oster,  Samuel  Daniels, 

John  Day.  Jesse  Clark, 

Abraham  Wheeler,  Joseph  Brown, 

Nathan  Blake,  Robert  Gillmore, 

Joseph  Ellis,  Obadiab  Hamilton, 

Uriah  Willson,  Peter  Rice, 

Ebenezer  Nims,  Elisha  Ellis, 

David  Nims,  Isaac  Billings, 

Gideon  Ellis,  Josiah  Ellis, 

Lieut.  Andrew  Balch,  Timothy  Ellis,  Jr., 

Aaron  Gray,  Ichabod  Fisher, 

Eloenezer  Da^-,  William  Gray, 

Eliphalet  Briggs,  Benjamin  Hall,  Jr., 

Benjamin  .4rcher,  Benjamin  Osgood, 

Capt.  Isaac  Wyman,  Nathaniel  Hal!, 

Doct.  Obadiah  Blake,  Samuel  Woods,  Jr., 

Lieiit.  Timothv  Ellis,  John  Connolly, 

Thomas  Prink,  Esq.,  Samuel  Colhoun, 

Doct.  Josiah  Poraeroy,  Ebenezer  Cooke, 

Doct.  Gideon  TifTany,  Daniel  Snow, 

Elijah  Williams,  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr." 

Israel  Houghton, 

(Annals  of  Keene,  pages  37-38.) 

The  number  of  ratable  polls  in  Keene,  as  returned  b\' 
order  of  the  general  assembl3'  in  May,  1773,  for  a  new 
apportionment  of  taxes,  was  150. 

The  annual  town  meeting  of  1774'  voted  sixty  pounds 
for  the  support  of  preaching  and  forty  pomids  for  schools; 
and  the  selectmen  were  made  the  committee  to  supph'  the 
pulpit. 

The  first  school  committees  of  which  we  have  an3^ 
record  were  chosen  this  year,  consisting  of  two  members 
in  each  district,  of  which  there  were  now  seven. 

A  town  meeting  on  the  31st  of  March  chose  Lieut. 
Benjamin  Hall  representative  to  the  provincial  assembh- 
which  met  at  Portsmouth,  on  the  7th  of  April.  He 
also  represented  the  town  at  the  previous  session  of  the 
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assembly,  whicli  ha'^nn  on  the  11th  of  January,  although 
no  record  of  his  election  is  found. 

"Voted  that  all  marks  of  Sheej)  and  Cattle  l)elonging 
to  this  Town  1)e  put  on  Record  in  a  book  provided  for 
that  purpose." 

Parliament  continued  to  enforce  laws  which  irritated 
the  colonists,  the  feelinj^  of  opposition  gre?\'  more  and 
more  intense,  and  the  war  clouds  more  and  more  threat- 
ening. One  of  the  most  obnoxious  of  those  laws  was  that 
IcA'N'ing  a  dut3'  of  three  pence  per  pound  on  tea,  and  t!ie 
people  determined  to  den}'  themselves  their  favorite  bever- 
age. Keene  and  nearlv  all  the  towns  took  action  con- 
demning its  use,  the  colonies  adopted  articles  of  agreement 
against  its  ini])ortation,  and  the  people  refused  to  allow 
it  to  be  brought  into  the  country.  The  "Boston  Tea 
Party"  took  place  in  December.  1773.  In  June,  1774,  the 
ship  "Grosvenor"  from  London  arrived  at  Portsmouth 
with  twenty-seven  chests  of  Bohea  tea  consigned  to 
Edward  Parry,  a  merchant  of  that  town.  The  people 
compelled  him  to  rcship  it  to  Halifax.  In  September 
another  consignment  came  to  the  same  person.  A  mob 
attacked  Parry's  house,  broke  in  his  windows  and  threat- 
ened more  serious  consequences  if  the  tea  were  not  imme- 
diately reshipped.  That  consignment  was  also  sent  to 
Halifax;  and  for  a  long  time  afterwards  "  Sent  to  Halifax" 
was  a  common  l)3'-word  in  the  province. 

At  the  spring  session  of  the  assembly  of  New  Hamp- 
shire in  1773,  the  house  of  representatives  had  appointed 
a  "Committee  of  Correspondence"  —  usually  called  the 
"Committee  of  Safety"  —  as  had  been  done  in  other  prov- 
inces; and  a  vigorous  correspondence  was  opened  with 
those  other  committees.  The  result  was  that  the  colonies 
chose  delegates  to  a  general  congress,  which  met  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1774-,  to  take  into  consideration  the  condition 
of  ]>ub]ic  affairs  and  recommend  measures  upon  which  all 
could  unite  and  act  in  concert.  That  congress  was  com- 
posed of  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  country. 

Gov.  Wcntworth  had  labored  to  prevent  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  correspondence  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  when  the  act  passed  he  dissolved  the  assemblj'.  But 
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the  patriots  were  uot  to  be  balked  by  mere  forms.  The 
committee  at  once  assumed  the  position  and  powers  of  the 
general  executive  of  the  province  and  issued  a  summons  to 
the  representatives,  who  again  met  in  their  own  hall.  The 
governor,  through  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  commanded 
them  to  disperse  and  keep  the  peace,  but  when  he  had  re- 
tired they  proceeded  to  business,  recommended  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer,  which  was  solemnh-  observed,  and 
called  upon  all  the  towns  to  send  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion at  Exeter  to  choose  delegates  to  the  Continental  con- 
gress. That  committee  met  on  the  21st  of  July,  and  was 
called  the  First  Provincial  congress.  Lieut.  Benjamin  Hall 
was  the  representative  to  the  general  assenibh-,  but  he 
proved  to  be  a  loyalist,  and  Keene  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  represented  in  that  convention. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  Continental  congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  grievances  of  the  colonists  was  drawn  up, 
followed  by  articles  of  agreement  upon  measures  for  secur- 
ing redress.  Those  articles  were  called  the  "Non-Importa- 
tion Agreement,"  or  association,  and  the  "Non-Consump- 
tion Agreement,"  which  forbade  the  importation  or  con- 
sumption of  any  goods  or  merchandise  whatever  from 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  the  dependent  islands  of 
Great  Britain.  It  was  also  agreed:  "That  a  committee  be 
chosen  in  every  County,  Cit}'  and  Town,  those  who  are 
qualified  to  vote  for  Rc])resentatives  in  the  Legislatures, 
whose  business  it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the  con- 
duct of  all  persons  touching  this  Association,"  etc.  The 
agreements  were  signed  by  all  the  delegates,  for  themselves 
and  their  constituents.  Those  agreements  bore  sevcrel}' 
upon  the  people,  for  they  shut  out  many  articles  that  were 
necessary  for  their  comfort  and  conA^enience ;  but  the  patri- 
ots readily  submitted  to  the  deprivation  for  the  good  of 
the  common  cause. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  26th  of  September, 
1774,  David  Nims,  moderator.  One  article  in  the  warrant 
was  to  see  if  it  be  the  mind  of  the  town  to  sign  the 
covenant  and  engagement,  which  was  sent  and  recom- 
mended, by  the  committee  of  correspondence,  relating  to 
the  non-importation  agreement.    The  general  congress  \vas 
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then  in  session  but  had  ncjt  yet  acted  u])on  this  question, 
and  the  meetinj^  passed  the  followinj;  preamble  and  vole; 
"whearas  the  Towns  in  this  ])rovince  have  chosen  mem- 
bers to  Represent  them  in  a  Gencrrd  Congress  of  all  the 
Collines  Now  sitting  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  con- 
sult and  Determine  what  steps  are  Necessary  for  the 
Collonies  to  adopt:  voted  therefore  not  to  sign  the  said 
non  importation  agreement  until  wc  hear  what  measures 
said  Congress  has  agreed  upon  for  themselves  &  their 
constituents." 

The  same  meeting  "voted  to  get  a  Stock  of  ammuni- 
tion for  the  Town  viz.  200  lb  of  good  gun  powder,  400 
lb  of  Lead  and  1200  flints."  Twenty-four  pounds  "law- 
ful money"  were  raised  for  that  ])urpose,  and  Capt.  Isaac 
Wyman,  Lieut.  Timoth}'  Ellis  and  Capt.  Ephraim  Dorraan 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  provide  the  articles.  The  same 
committee  was  instructed  to  liuild  a  magazine  six  feet 
square  for  storing  the  ammunition ;  but  a  subsequent 
meeting  voted  not  to  build  the  magazine. 

Octol)er  17,  the  town  "voted  imanimously  to  give  Mr. 
Elias  Jones  a  Call  to  Settle  in  the  work  of  the  Gospel 
ministrv  in  this  Town;"  and  voted  to  give  him  "one  hun- 
dred and  Thirt}-  Three  pounds  Six  Shillings  &  Eight  pence 
as  a  Settlement,"  and  seventy-flve  pounds  as  an  annual 
salary.  The  selectmen  were  made  a  committee  to  la^'  the 
votes  of  the  town  before  him,  but  no  report  of  an}'  further 
negotiations  with  him  has  been  found.  "The  Worth}'  Mr. 
William  Fessenden "  also  preached  as  a  candidate  dttring 
the  year,  but  the  town  voted  not  to  call  him. 

At  this  October  meeting,  the  town  "choose  Capt  Isaac 
Wyman  &  Lent  Timothy  Ellis  Delegates  to  attend  the 
Congress  at  Walepole  the  Fourth  Tuesday  of  this  Instant" 
to  take  measures  for  the  better  security  of  the  internal 
police  of  the  county.  Nothing  is  known  concerning  the 
proceedings  of  that  "Congress." 

A  convention  of  delegates  from  the  towns  in  this  vicin- 
ity was  held  at  Kecne,  on  the  28th  of  December,  which 
issued  an  address  to  the  people  urging  patriotic  action, 
and  recommending  the  towns  to  hold  public  meetings  and 
adopt  a  b\'-law  which  was  prepared  and  sent  out  with 
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the  address.  No  other  record  of  that  convention  has  been 
preserved. 

An  order  had  been  passed  by  the  king  in  council  pro- 
hibiting- the  exportation  of  gunpowder  and  other  militar\' 
stores  to  America.  Fort  William  and  Mary,  at  the 
entrance  of  Portsmouth  harbor,  contained  military  stores, 
and  the  only  force  that  held  it  at  that  time  was  a  captain 
and  five  men.  Tlic  committee  of  safetj-  at  Boston  were  on 
the  watch  for  every  kind  of  information.  The}-  learned  of 
the  orders  of  the  king,  and  also  that  the  frigate  Scar- 
borough was  to  take  troops  to  the  F'iscataqua  to  secure 
Fort  William  and  Mary.  Thcw  sent  Paul  Revere  express 
to  Portsmouth  with  the  news.  He  arrived  on  the  13th  of 
December,  1774.  Committees  of  safety  had  been  formed  in 
many  of  the  towns,  and  the  committee  of  Portsmouth 
promptly  and  secretin  notified  some  of  the  leading  men  in 
that  and  ncighl)oring  towns.  The  Portsmouth  company' 
under  Capt.  Thomas  Pickering  turned  out  and  was  swelled 
hj  men  from  other  places.  Major  John  Sullivan  and  Capt. 
:  John  Langdon  joined  the  part}-  and  aided  in  giving  direc- 
tion to  the  movement.  They  proceeded  to  the  fort,  cap- 
tured the  small  garrison,  and  brought  off  a  hundred 
barrels  of  powder^  and  sixty  stands  of  small  arms.  The 
next  day  fifteen  of  the  light  cannon  and  all  the  small 
arms  and  other  stores  were  brought  off — just  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Scarborough  and  the  sloop  Canseau  with 
several  companies  of  troops,  who  took  possession  of  the 
fort  and  dismantled  it. 

Some  of  the  wealthy  men  in  the  province  were  disposed 
to  be  loval  to  the  crown  on  account  of  the  propert}'  they 
had  at  stake;  but  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Keene 
were  outspoken  patriots,  and  many  of  them  were  deter- 
mined and  enthusiastic  in  that  cause.  A  few  of  the  lead- 
ing men  were  inclined  to  loyalty  but  were  prudent  and 
avoided  controvcrs}'  with  their  neighbors  on  that  subject ; 
and  some  of  the  citizens  were  inclined  to  follow  the  lead  of 
those  influential,  secret  loj-alists. 

Those  officers  of  the  law  who  had  not  thrown  up  their 
commissions  were,  of  necessity',  loyalists ;  but  the  patriots 

lA  part  of  the  powder  was  secreted  under  Durham  meetinghouse  and  part 
was  used  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
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generally  were  extremely  Ijilter  towards  all  who  were  tinc- 
tured with  toryism,  and  refused  to  allow  the  royal  man- 
dates to  l>e  executed. 

Elijah  Williams,  a  lawyer,  had  come  to  Keene  in  1771, 
and  had  been  a]3]>ointed  a  "Justice  of  the  Peace"  by  Gov- 
ernor Wcntworth  in  May,  1774-.  In  the  winter  of  1774-5 
he  "instituted  a  suit  a<?ainst  a  citizen  of  Keene,  the  writ 
heinp^  in  the  form  then  usual,  commencing  '  George  the 
Third,  b^v  the  grace  of  God,  King,'  <S:c.  Immediately  after- 
wards, a  large  number  of  peoyile,  many  coming  from  the 
neighboring  towns,  assembled  at  Keene,  seized  Williams, 
and  took  him  witli  them  to  their  ])lace  of  meeting,  which 
was  a  barn  standing  b}-  itself,  in  a  field.  They  required 
him  to  stop  the  suit,  and  to  promise  that  he  would  issue 
no  more  writs  in  the  name  of  the  King.  Perceiving  he  had 
no  alternative,  he  complied,  and  was  then  set  at  libert}'." 
(Annals,  page  40.) 


CHAPTER  VII. 


KEVOLUTIOX.VKY  WAR. 
1775. 

On  the  4th  of  January  the  town  "voted  to  come  into 
the  Measures  Recommended  by  the  Contineuttal  Congress 
in  their  association  agreement  —  voted  to  choos  a  Com- 
mitte  of  Inspection  agreablc  to  s*^  advice :  Choose  Capt 
Isaac  WVman  Leut.  Timothy  EHis  Tho^  Baker  Dan  Guild 
&  William  Ellis  for  said  Committe  of  Inspection." 
"Choose  Capt  Isaac  W3'man  to  Represent  Town  at 
the  meeting  at  Exeter  to  be  held  on  the  21st  Instant  for 
the  choice  of  Delegates  for  the  Continental  Congress  to 
meet  at  Philadelphia  on  ma}'  Next." 

That  convention  of  deputies  from  the  several  towns, 
sometimes  called  the  Second  Provincial  congress,  met  at 
Exeter  on  the  25th  of  January,  issued  an  address  to  the 
people  w^arning  them  of  the  dangers  of  British  aggression, 
encouraging  them  to  stand  firm  as  patriots,  to  support 
the  committee  of  correspondence,  to  practise  militar\'  drill, 
and  to  adhere  to  the  agreement  to  sustain  the  measures 
recommended  by  the  Continental  congress.  John  Sullivan 
and  John  Langdon  were  chosen  delegates  to  another  Con- 
tinental congress  which  was  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  10th  of  May. 

Nine  of  the  leading  men  of  the  colony  were  appointed 
a  committee  of  safet\',  Mathew  Thornton  of  Londonderry 
chairman,  with  full  power  to  act  as  the  executive  of  the 
colon}-  when  the  congi'ess  was  not  in  session  and  "to  call 
a  Provincial  Convention  of  Deputies,  when  thev  shall 
judge  the  exigencies  of  publick  affairs  require  it." 

A  town  meeting  on  the  23d  of  February  chose  Capt. 
Isaac  WVman  to  "Represent  the  Town  as  a  Member  of 
the  General  Assembly  holden  at  Portsmouth  on  Feb^ 
23*^  &  so  day  by  Da}'  During  their  Sessions." 

The  annu.al  town  meeting  in  March  refused  to  raise 
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money  for  the  sup])ort  of  preaching,  but  voted  13**  4-^  to 
Elisha  lirii^f^s  "for  his  service  in  finishing  the  meeting 
house,"  and  G*  to  Silas  Cooke  for  sweeping  the  same.  For 
abont  six  years  at  this  time  the  town  was  without  a 
settled  minister.  Sixty  pounds  were  voted  for  schools,  the 
management  of  the  schools  was  added  to  the  duties  of  the 
selectmen,  and  no  school  committees  were  chosen. 

The  controversy  with  Great  Britain  increased  in  bitter- 
ness, and  the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  country  grew  more 
and  more  excited.  Civil  officers  threw^  up  their  commis- 
sions under  the  king,  the  courts  of  justice  were  suspended 
and  the  laws  relating  to  civil  affairs  were  no  longer 
executed. 

By  the  mihtia  law  then  in  force,  the  execution  of  which 
was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  safety  and  the 
provincial  congress,  every  male  inhabitant  from  sixteen  to 
sixt}'  3^ears  of  age  was  required  to  provide  himself  with  a 
musket  and  bayonet,  knapsack,  cartridge-box,  one  pound 
of  powder,  twenty  bullets  and  twelve  flints.  Every  town 
was  required  to  keep  constant!}'  on  hand  one  barrel  of 
powder,  200  pounds  of  lead  and  300  flints  for  every  sixty- 
men,  besides  a  quantity  of  these  stores  for  those  who  were 
unable  to  supph'  themselves.  Even  the  old  men  and  those 
not  able  to  do  full  military  duty  were  required  to  keep  on 
hand  the  same  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  as  the 
active  militia-men.  But  for  fifteen  years  there  had  been 
peace  and  the  law  had  not  been  enforced,  and  now  the 
people  were  rudely  awakened  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
less  than  half  the  required  amount  of  military  stores 
among  them,  and  that  there  were  scarcely  any  to  be  had 
in  the  countrj' ;  that  the  veterans  of  the  Indian  wars  were 
fast  passing  aw-a}';  and  that  their  young  men  were  learn- 
ing nothing  of  military  arts  and  duties. 

Attention  was  called  to  these  facts  b3'-  the  leading 
patriots  and  by  the  convention.  In  addition  to  the  regu- 
larly organized  companies  and  regiments,  voluntarj^  asso- 
ciations were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  learning  military 
exercises,  the  brightest  and  most  expeinenced  men  were 
chosen  to  command,  and  drills  and  training  became  fre- 
quent.   Companies  of  "minute  men"  were -organized,  to 
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rnovc  at  a  minute's  warning,  and  the  manufacture  of  arms, 
equipments  and  powder  was  stimulated.  Congress  urged 
the  collection  of  saltpetre,  and  bounties  were  paid  by  the 
colony  to  those  who  produced  the  largest  quantities  of 
that  article;  and  ever\'body  set  to  work  to  save  evcr\'- 
thing  about  the  stables  and  other  buildings  from  which  it 
could  be  extracted. 

The  patriots  had  collected  a  few  military  stores  at 
various  points,  particularh-  at  Concord,  Mass.  Gen.  Gage, 
the  British  commander  at  Boston,  determined  to  seize  and 
destroy  them.  But  no  secret  whispered  among  the  British 
officers  and  royalists  in  Boston  failed  to  reach  the  ears  of 
the  patriots. 

The  committees  of  safety  and  the  people  were  on  the 
watch.  Men  were  stationed  in  each  of  the  towns  of 
Charlestown,  Cambridge  and  Roxbury  with  instructions 
to  note  every  movement  of  the  British  troops.  Expresses 
were  kept  in  readiness  to  speed  intelligence  to  the  countr^^ 
around  and  preparations  were  made  to  flash  the  news  b^' 
signal  lights. 

In  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  April  IS,  the  British  gren- 
adiers and  light  infantrj'  were  put  in  motion  and  marched 
down  to  the  foot  of  the  common.  At  11  o'clock  they 
crossed  the  river  in  boats,  landed  at  Lechmere  Point  (East 
Cambridge),  and  started  on  their  march  to  Lexington  and 
Concord. 

The  patriot  sentinels  were  alert.  The  lanterns  were 
hung  in  the  steeple  of  Christ  church  on  Copp's  hill.  Paul 
Revere  crossed  Charles  river  in  a  boat  five  minutes  before 
the  British  sentinels  received  the  order  to  allow  no  one  to 
leave  Boston,  mounted  a  fleet  horse  and  sped  awa3-  to  Lex- 
ington, rousing  the  people  as  he  went.  Other  messengers 
hastened  in  all  directions,  bells  were  rung  and  neighbor 
sent  word  to  neighbor. 

Before  sunrise  American  citizens  had  been  slain  at  Lex- 
ington, and  minute-men  and  other  patriots  were  flocking 
to  the  scene  of  action.  The  tidings  were  caught  up  by  re- 
lay's of  swift  horsemen  and  fleet  runners  on  foot  —  "like  the 
burnt  and  bloody  cross  of  the  Scotch  Highlanders  "  —  and 
carried  to  everj'  township  and  ever\'  log  cabin. 
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So  swift  were  those  messengers  that  they  reached  New 
Ipswich  — GO  miles  away  — the  same  afternoon,  while  the 
British  were  still  on  their  bloody  retreat  to  Boston,  and 
ninety-seven  men  under  Capt.  Thomas  Heald  started  for 
Lexington  at  2  o'clock  that  night. 

Rindge  received  the  news  late  on  the  same  afternoon, 
the  night  was  spent  in  rallving,  and  fifty-four  men  under 
Captain  —  afterwards  Colonel  —  Nathan  Hale  started  early 
the  next  morning  and  were  in  Cambridge  before  night  of 
the  21st. 

It  was  ninety'  miles  to  Keene,  and  there  was  no  road 
this  side  of  New  Ipswich  —  nothing  but  a  bridle  path 
through  the  woods,  to  be  followed  by  marked  trees  —  never- 
theless the  messenger  arrived  here  "in  the  forenoon"  of 
the  20th.  Capt.  Ephraim  Dorman  commanded  the  mili- 
tar\'  compan\'.  He  lived  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street 
just  north  of  what  is  now  Baker  street.  Resolute  and 
patriotic  but  too  old  for  active  service  —  he  was  then  sixty- 
five —  he  immediateh'  called  for  consultation  on  Capt. 
Isaac  "Wyman,  a  more  experienced  soldier  than  himself, 
who  kept  the '  public  house  already  described.  By  his 
advice  messengers  were  sent  to  every  part  of  the  town, 
notifying  the  inhabitants  to  meet  on  the  "Green"  that 
afternoon. 

The  meetinghouse  stood  then  where  the  soldiers'  monu- 
ment stands  now,  facing  south;  and  the  "Green,"  or 
common  —  the  training  ground  of  the  military  company  — 
was  the  space  in  front  of  the  meetinghouse  extending  down 
to  the  present  railroad  tracks,  with  a  few  detached  ten- 
footers  on  its  eastern  side,  and  open  fields  bordered  b3'- 
one  or  two  small  buildings  on  the  west. 

The  meeting  was  held  as  notified,  and  voted  unani- 
mously to  send  a  company  "to  oppose  the  regulars." 
Capt.  \Y3-man  was  chosen  commander,  and  though  fift3'- 
one  years  old  —  a  veteran  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
—  he  prompth-  accepted  the  command.  Volunteers  were 
called  for  and  twent^'-nine  men  stepped  to  the  front,  the 
captain  himself  making  the  number  thirty. 

With  the  wisdom  of  experience,  he  told  his  men  to  re- 
turn to  their  homes,  prepare  their  arms  and  equipments 
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-and  get  provisions  for  several  days;  for,  said  he,  "all  the 
;roads  will  be  full  of  men  and  you  can  procure  nothing  on 
:;the  way;"  and  to  meet  at  his  house  the  next  morning  at 
;  sunrise. 

That  evening,  by  invitation  of  Capt.  Wyman,  Capt. 
Dorman,  Lieut.  Jeremiah  Stiles  and  other  leading  patriots 
of  the  town  met  for  consultation  in  the  north  room  of  Capt. 
Wyman's  tavern  —  the  same  parlor  in  which  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  trustees  of  Dartmouth  college  had  been  held  in 
11770  —  and  everything  that  foresight  could  suggest  was 
arranged  for  the  march. 

Promptly  at  the  hour^  —  on  that  Friday  morning,  the 
21st  of  April,  1775  —  the  men  were  there  and  immediately 
marched  off  down  Main  street,  turning  down  what  is  now 
Baker  street,  and  out  on  the  Marlboro  road  and  thence  to 
Jaffrey  and  New  Ipswich,  probably,  as  that  was  then  the 
road  to  Boston.    Their  names  were: 

Capt.  Isaac  Wyman. 

Jeremiah  Stiles,  chosen  lieutenant  and  afterwards  cap- 
tain and  commanded  the  company  at  Bunker  Hill. 

John  Griggs,  afterwards  spelled  Gregg,  chosen  ensign 
and  was  afterwards  a  captain. 

Samuel  White,  appointed  sergeant,  twenty  years  old. 

Ezra  Metcalf,  appointed  sergeant,  left  wife  and  child 
in  the  west  part. 

Asahel  Nims,  appointed  sergeant,  son  of  David,  26 
years  old,  killed  at  Bunker  Hilh 

Luke  Metcalf,  appointed  corporal. 

Benjamin  Ellis,  appointed  corporal,  son  of  Joseph, 
twenty  years  old,  afterwards  a  captain  in  the  Continental 
army. 

Samuel  Bassett,  fifer,  slightly  wounded  at  Bunker  Hill. 
Ebenezer  Billings,  came  to  Keene  from  Packersfield,  an 
apprentice  of  Breed  Batcheller,  the  tory. 
William  Bradley. 

Stephen  Day,  wounded  at  Bunker  Hill  and  died  Aug.  17. 

Jesse  Dassance ;  James  Eddy ;  Caleb  Ellis,  son  of  Lieut. 
Timothy  Ellis;  Hugh  Gray;  Isaac  Griswold;2  Eliakim 
Nims,  brother  of  Asahel,  twenty-four  years  old. 

i"In  the  afternoon,  Gen.  Bellows,  Col.  John  Bellows,  and  Thomas  Spar- 
hawk,  arrived  from  Walpole,  and  riding  to  his  house,  inquired  for  Capt.  Wyman. 
Being  answered,  that  he  started  at  sunrise,  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  men, 
they  exclaimed,  'Keene  has  shown  a  noble  spirit  I '  and  hastened  onwards.  They 
were  soon  followed  by  a  party  of  men  from  Walpole."    (Annals,  page  41.) 

2  On  the  roll  as  from  Gilsum.  He  lived  near  the  line;  owned  land  in  both 
towns,  which  then  gave  him  the  right  to  vote  in  both  ;  was  prominent  in  the 
town  affairs  of  Keene  for  many  years  ;  and  was  a  member  of  this  company. 
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Charles  Rice,  i  Daniel  Stone,  Joseph  Thatcher,  Elisha 
Willis,  Daniel  Willson,  j^reat  uncle  of  the  late  Gen.  James 
Wilson  (lived  at  this  time  in  what  has  since  been  known' 
as  the  Jabez  Daniels  house  on  Court  street,  south  of  the 
glue  factory),  left  wife  and  three  children. 

These  twenty-two  men  marched  from  Keene  with  Capt.. 
Wyman,  enlisted  into  the  service,  were  in  Stilcs's  company  at 
Bunker  Hill,  were  afterwards  transferred  into  a  Massachu--; 
setts  regiment,  and  their  identity  is  shown  on  that  regimen- • 
tal  roll  by  the  date  of  enlistment,  at  Keene,  April  21,  1775,' 

We  also  learn  from  the  New  Hampshire  Revolutionary. 
Rolls  that  Benjamin  Tiffany,  a  sergeant,  and  Elijah  Blake,', 
a  private,  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Samuel  Richards,  of; 
Goffstown,  in  Stark's  regiment;  and  Ebenezer  Carpenter,* 
a  sergeant  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Mann,  of 
Mason,  in  Reed's  regiment,  were  from  Keene,  and  each  en-- 
listed  April  23,  and  were  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  It^ 
is  therefore  probable  —  almost  certain  —  that  these  three  men ' 
were  also  among  the  thirty  who  marched  from  Keene  on  ^ 
the  21st;  and  that  in  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs,  the 
strife  among  recruiting  officers  to  secure  men,  and  the  fact' 
that  Capt.  Wyman  was  promoted  out  of  the  company,' 
these  men  joined  other  companies,  dating  their  enlistment, 
from  the  time  they  arrived  at  Medford  instead  of  the  time ' 
they  left  Keene,  as  did  Col.  Stark,  Capt.  Wyman  and  many 
others.  2  These  make  twenty-six  of  the  thirty,  leaving  four 
still  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  company  made  its  march  of  eighty-five  miles  in' 
two  days,  arriving  at  Medford  on  the  23d. 


lOn  the  roll  as  from  Surry,  but  a  member  of  this  company,  and  wounded 
at  Bunker  Hill. 

Petition  of  Charles  Rice,  Bunker  Hill  soldier,  1791 : 

"To  the  honb'le  the  Senate  and  house  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
convened  at  Concord.- — Humbly  Shews,  Charles  Rice  of  Keene,  that  in  the  year 
1775  beine  a  Soldier  in  Captain  Jeremiah  Stiles's  Company  &  Col°  John  Starks 
Regiment  he  received  a  most  distressing  wound  through  the  breast  at  the  memo- 
rable battle  of  Bunker  Hill  —  which  has  ever  since  rendered  it  impossible  for  him 
to  gain  a  comfortable  subsistence  for  himself — much  more  for  a  numerous  family 
which  daily  look  to  him  for  that  assistance  which  he  would  most  readily  afford 
were  it  in  his  power.  —  That  your  petitioner  has  never  received  the  least  assist- 
ance from  his  Country  being  entirely  ignorant  of  any  feasible  method  of  making 
application  —  He  therefore  prays  ^our  Honorable  body  to  compassionate  his  case 
and  lend  him  such  assistance  as  in  your  clemency  you  shall  judge  proper  —  And 
as  in  duty  bound  ever  prays   Jeremiah  Stiles  in  behalf  of  the  petitioner" 

(State  Papers,  vol.  12,  page  318.) 

2In  Gilmore's  "New  Hampshire  Men  at  Bunker  Hill"  Tiffany  and  Blake  are 
put  down  as  from  Goffstown,  but  correspondence  with  the  town  clerk  of  that 
town  and  others  in  that  vicinity  fails  to  discover  their  names  as  residents  of 
Goffstown,  at  that  time  or  any  other,  and  it  is  evident  —  their  "residence"  not 
being  given  —  that  they  were  put  down  as  from  that  town  simply  because  they 
were  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Richards  of  Goffstown. 
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The  same  intense  excitement  and  promptness  of  action 
were  everywhere  to  be  seen.  The  Swanzey  company  of 
sixt3'-two  men,  under  Captain  (afterwards  Colonel)  Joseph 
Hammond,  started  at  da3-light.  ^  To  each  of  the  little 
towns  away  from  the  main  lines  of  travel  the  only  roads 
were  those  bridle  paths,  though  some  of  them  —  as  was 
the  case  between  New  Ipswich  and  Kecne  —  had  been  regu- 
larly laid  out  b3'  the  towns.  At  Packersfield  (Nelson),  the 
tidings  were  received  about  the  same  time  as  at  Keene, 
and  the  men  were  rallied  during  the  afternoon  and  night. 
There  were  but  thirty-four  men  in  that  town  of  suitable 
age  to  go,  and  twentj'-seven  of  them  marched  at  sunrise 
under  Lieut.  Abijah  Brown.  And  some  other  towns  did 
equally  well. 

This  shows  a  condition  of  public  sentiment  in  Keene 
which  needs  explanation.  At  that  time  Keene  had  a  full\' 
organized  military  company  which  numbered,  in  1773,  127 
officers  and  men,  besides  an  "alarm  list,"  or  home  guard, 
of  the  older  men,  which  numbered  fort3'-five.  In  1775, 
those  companies  must  have  been  still  larger;  3'et  Keene 
turned  out  but  thirty  men. 

The  explanation  is  that  the  colonel  of  the  militia  regi- 
ment here,  one  of  the  wealthiest,  most  active,  and  most 
prominent  men  in  the  county,  was  Josiah  Willard,  then 
li^nng  in  Winchester  —  the  same  who  had  commanded  the 
company  here  in  1748  —  and  he  was  a  tor3'.  His  son, 
Josiah  Willard,!  major  of  the  regiment,  lived  here,  had 
been  Keene's  first  representative  to  the  legislature  in  1768- 
70,  was  at  this  time,  and  had  been  for  several  years, 
recorder  of  deeds,  and  had  much  influence  in  the  town, 
and  he,  too,  was  a  tor3'.  Lieut.  Benjamin  Hall, 2  who  for 
four  3'ears  had  been  Keene's  representative  in  the  colonial 
assembly,  Avas  a  tor3^  Elijah  Williams,  the  bright  young 
lawyer  of  the  town,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college,  w^as 
a  tory.  Dr.  Josiah  Pomeroy,  a  leading  physician  of  the 
town,  was  a  torv.    Breed  Batcheller,  the  second  major  of 

iRevoIntionary  Rolls,  vol.  1,  page  36.  Swanzey  Town  History  sa-vs  "at 
sunrise." 

2 Major  Willard,  Lieut.  Ilall,  Samtiel  Wadsworth,  John  Swan  and  probablr 
some  of  the  others,  afterwards  took  the  side  of  the  patriots  and  refrained  their 
positions  as  trusted  and  respected  citizens;  and  John  Swan  volunteered  and 
served  in  Col.  Isaac  AYvman's  ref^iment  in  177C,  and  Maior  Willard  was  one  of 
those  whose  pay  for  services  in  the  patriot  cause  was  adjtistcd  in  1788. 
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llie  regiment,  more  widely  known  in  Kecne,  where  he  had 
been  a  eitizen,  than  in  Packcrsficid,  where  he  then  hved, 
was  a  tory.  There  were  thirteen  of  them  in  the  town, 
l)esides  Batchellcr,  and  nearly  all  were  men  of  property 
and  inOuence.  They  did  not  ])elieve  it  possible  for  the 
patriots  to  succeed,  and,  as  a  matter  of  prudence  and 
polic^^  they  believed  it  their  duty  to  stand  hy  the  royal 
government.  But  for  their  adverse  influence  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  number  of  volunteers  from  Keene  would 
have  been  very  much  larger. 

Nearly  every  town  in  the  province  sent  volunteers. 
Two  thousand  New  Hampshire  men  were  on  the  ground 
at  Cambridge  and  Medford  by  the  23d,  and  with  those 
from  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  formed 
an  unorganized  army  of  nearlj'  20,000  men  —  without  uni- 
forms and  many  of  them  without  equipments. 

On  the  22d,  Gen.  Artemas  Ward  of  Massachusetts  was 
appointed  a  major  general  in  the  service  of  that  province, 
and  assumed  command  of  all  the  troops.  Stark,  the  vet- 
eran Indian  fighter  from  Derryfield  (Manchester),  N.  H., 
was  there  on  the  22d,  and  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Ward  to 
take  position  at  Chelsea  with  300  men,  forming  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  American  line,  which  extended  to  Rox- 
bur3-.  Boston  was  now  complete]}'  inclosed  on  the  land 
side,  the  patriots  began  to  throw  up  intrenchments  all 
along  their  lines,  and  the  city,  with  the  British  army  there- 
in, was  in  a  state  of  siege. 

As  there  was  no  staff  organization  from  New  Hamp- 
shire on  the  ground,  and  no  rations,  ammunition,  or  sup- 
plies of  any  kind  provided  b}'  the  authorities  of  that  prov- 
ince, New  Hampshire  men  were  advised  to  enlist  for  the 
time  being  into  the  service  of  Massachusetts  in  order  to 
draw  rations  and  quarters.  An  arrangement  of  that  kind 
was  made  by  a  committee  of  the  New  Hampshire  provin- 
cial congress  with  one  from  that  of  Massachusetts  —  the 
men  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  quota  of  New  Hampshire 
—  and  supplies  were  issued  to  some  of  the  New  Hampshire 
troof)s  by  the  commissaries  of  Massachusetts.  ^ 

1  Commissions  -were  issued  to  St.ark  and  Reed  .is  colonels,  .\pril  26,  by  the 
Massachusetts  committee  of  safety,  which  -n-ere  accepted  to  contintie  till  New 
Hampshire  acted.    (McClintock's  History  of  New  Hampshire,  page  fi32.) 
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To  form  their  own  separate  organization  the  New 
Hampshire  officers  met  at  Mcdford  on  the  2Gth  and  elected 
field  officers.  John  Stark  was  chosen  colonel,  Isaac  Wy- 
man  of  Keene,  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Andrew  McClarv  of 
Epsom,  major  of  the  Fii'st  New  Hampshire  regiment.  Stark, 
being  the  senior  and  most  experienced  officer  on  the 
ground,  was  recommended  by  the  meeting ''to  take  charge 
of  all  New  Hampshire  troops  in  the  field."  (The  room  in 
which  the  officers  met  was  called  "  New  Hampshire  Hall  " 
afterwards.)  The  next  day,  Col.  Stark  established  his  head- 
quarters at  Medford,  by  order  of  Gen.  Ward.  Lieut.  Jere- 
miah Stiles  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Keene  com- 
pany, and  was  afterwards  commissioned  captain. 

Most  of  the  men  who  had  gathered  in  such  haste 
around  Boston  were  farmers,  impatient  to  strike  a  blow^ 
for  their  country,  or  to  be  at  home  to  plant  their  crops 
and  attend  to  their  affairs.  Seeing  no  prospect  of  imme- 
diate action  at  the  front,  large  numbers  of  them  returned 
to  their  homes  —  many  of  them  with  the  consent  of  their 
officers,  others  without  asking  consent.  There  was  no 
power  to  hold  them  because  they  had  not  yet  signed 
enlisting  papers  in  an}'  regular  service;  and,  in  some  cases, 
they  were  advised  hy  their  commanders  to  go  home  and 
prepare  for  a  war  of  indefinite  length. 

Four  of  our  Keene  men  came  home,  but  ten  others 
stood  read3'  to  take  their  places ;  or,  very-  likelj'  the  same 
men,  or  some  ot  them,  soon  returned  to  the  front.  It  is 
altogether  probable  that  some  of  these  later  volunteers 
were  in  that  first  companj'. 

The  names  of  those  who  joined  —  or  rejoined  —  the  com- 
pany at  Medford  in  time  to  be  present  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  were: 

Benjamin  Archer,  appointed  sergeant  May  26. 

Ebenezer  Cook,  appointed  sergeant  May  15. 

Joseph  Gray,  \  enlisted  May  15. 

William  Gray,/  sons  of  Aaron  Gray  of  Grax^'s  Hill. 

Samuel  Hall,i  enlisted  May  15. 

Benjamin  Hall  (son  of  Samuel),  enlisted  Ma\'  15. 

'  Bntcred  on  this  roll  as  from  Rockingham,  bnt  reported  ever  afterwards  as 
from  Keene,  was  a  citizen  of  Keene  for  many  years  previous  and  following,  was 
m  the  military  company  here  in  1773,  and  "doubtless  went  from  Keene  at  this 
time. 
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Hannaiiiali  Hall,  enlisted  May  15. 
David  Harris,  enlisted  May  8. 
Stepiieii  Larabee,  enlisted  May  8. 
Thomas  Morse,  enlisted  May  15. 

Silas  French  and  Tilley  Howe  joined  after  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill ;  and  the  name  of  Jonathan  Wheeler  of 
Keene  appears  on  a  later  roll  of  the  same  eompany.i 

In  the  meantime  the  excitement  among  the  people  at 
home  was  intense.  Upon  the  alarm  of  the  19th,  the  com- 
mittee of  safety  of  New  Ham])shire  sent  runners  to  the 
several  towns  asking  them  to  send  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Exeter  on  the  21st,  to  consult  for  the 
general  safct3\  The  inhabitants  of  Keene  came  together 
hurriedh^  and  withoiit  legal  notice,  on  the  27th,  and 
"Chose  Lieut.  Timothy'  Ellis  -  a  Delegate  to  meet  the  Com- 
mittee at  Exeter,  and,  as  a  member,  to  sit  in  the  provincial 
Congress  at  Exeter  whenever  they  ma^'  convene."  That 
convention  of  the  21st,  sometimes  called  the  Third  Provin- 
cial congress,  appointed  Col.  Nathaniel  Folsom  of  Exeter  a 
brigadier  general  to  command  the  New  Plampshire  troops 
around  Boston,  and  recommended  the  several  towns  to 
provide  their  proportion  of  £500  worth  of  biscuit,  flour 
and  pork  for  the  public  use;  and  that  they  "engage  as 
many  men  in  each  town  as  they  may  think  fit  to  be  prop- 
erh'  equipt  &  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning  on 
an_v  emergency."  A  special  committee  was  appointed  to 
procure  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  towns. 

On  the  4th  of  Ma^-  the  regular  assembh-  of  the  prov- 
ince was  called  together  at  Portsmouth  by  proclamation 
of  Gov.  Wentworth.  Capt.  Isaac  Wyman  was  the  inem- 
ber  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  Keene,  but  he  was 
in  the  arm^'^  and  did  not  attend. 3 

i "  Suoii  after  the  battle  of  Lersiujrton,  several  tones,  among  whom  was 
Eiijah  Williams  Esq.,  left  this  vicinity,  nnd  joined  the  British,  in  Boston." 
( Ann.ils.  p.i^c  4-1.1 

=  "He  expressed  his  willingness  to  rieeept  the  office,  but  declared  that  he  had 
not.  .ind  could  not,  in  season,  procure  jnonej  cnoujjh  to  bear  his  expenses.  The 
inhabitants,  thcrenpon,  voted  that  he  might  draw  from  the  treasury  four 
potinds,  lawful  money."    (.\nn,ils,  pagre  41.) 

3  In  his  i]>eeeh  the  governor  urged  npon  the  legislattire  "a  Restoration  of 
our  Harmonj-  with  (Irc.it  IJrit.aiu."  On  the  Gth,  "in  his  Majesty's  name  be 
adjonrned  the  General  ,A.,-sembly"  to  the  12th  of  June.  .\  few  of  the  members 
met  on  that  day  according  to  ndjournment,  bat  adjonmed  from  day  to  day, 
and  no  bvisiness  Was  transacted.  On  the  15th  of  Jtiij'  the  governor  sent  in  his 
last  nioss;ige,  and  ordered  .-^n  adjournment  till  September;  but  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  province  under  the  government  of  Great  Britain  never  met  after- 
wards. Governor  John  Wentworth,  an  upright,  honorable  man,  maintained 
himself  in  nominal  power  until  September,  when  be  abdicated,  and  sailed  away 
in  a  British  frig;itt. 
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Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  convention  at  Exeter,  in 
April,  the  committee  of  safety  for  the  province  sent  formal 
notices  to  the  towns  to  send  delegates  to  a  convention  to 
be  held  at  Exeter  on  the  17th  of  May.  This  convention 
was  called  the  Fourth  Provincial  congress.  Great  enthusi- 
asm prevailed  during  its  session.  A  patriotic  address  was 
issued  to  the  people,  leniency  towards  debtors  w^as  recom- 
mended, and  effective  measures  were  adopted.  It  estab- 
lished a  post  office  at  Portsmouth  and  provided  for  post 
riders  to  other  points.  It  resolved  "  to  raise  immediately 
Two  Thousand  Effective  Men  in  this  Province  Including 
officers  &  those  of  this  Province  alread}-  in  the  service;" 
"that  every  member  pledge  his  Honor  &  Estate  in  the 
name  of  his  Constituents  to  pa}'  their  proportion  of  main- 
taining and  pa^'ing  the  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  above 
number  while  in  the  service;"  and  "that  the  Selectmen  of 
the  several  Towns  &  Districts  within  this  colony  be  desired 
to  furnish  the  soldiers  who  shall  inlist  from  their  respective 
Towns  and  districts  with  good  &  sufficient  Blankets  &  ren- 
der their  accounts  to  the  Committee  of  Supplies."  Col. 
Matthew  Thornton,  Col.  Josiah  Bartlett,  Capt.  Wm.  Whip- 
ple, Col,  Nathaniel  Folsom  and  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Esq., 
were  appointed  the  committee  of  safety.  Col.  Nicholas  Gil- 
man  and  six  others  were  appointed  a  committee  of  supplies. 

The  2,000  men  raised  were  divided  into  three  regiments 
of  ten  companies  each,  sixty-two  men  to  the  company. 
Stark,  b}'  far  the  most  experienced  and  capable  soldier  in 
the  province,  was  indignant  because  political  influence  had 
placed  Folsom,  who  had  remained  at  home  where  he  could 
meet  the  members  of  the  convention,  over  him,  who  had 
been  at  the  front  in  command  of  the  troops.  But  the  col- 
onelcy of  the  First  regiment  was  left  open  for  Stark  if  he 
chose  to  accept  it,  and  Enoch  Poor  of  Exeter  was  ap- 
pointed colonel  of  the  Second. 

Stark  was  sent  for  and  appeared  before  the  convention, 
explained  his  conduct,  which  had  been  somewhat  insubor- 
dinate towards  Gen.  Folsom,  and  accepted  the  commission 
offered  him.  Isaac  Wyman  of  Keene  was  confirmed  as 
lieutenant  colonel  and  .Andrew  McClary  of  Epsom  as  ma- 
jor of  the  same  regiment. 
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Poor's  regiment,  raised  in  tlie  eastern  and  centra]  parts 
of  the  province,  was  held  for  the  ])r()tection  of  the  New 
Hampshire  coast,  and  did  not  join  the  main  army  until 
after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Upon  the  alarm  of  the  19th  of  Ajiril,  James  Reed  of 
Fitzwilliam,  afterwards  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Keene, 
who  had  been  a  captain  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
and  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  had 
hastened  to  the  front  at  the  head  of  a  companj-  of  volun- 
teers and  joined  the  other  New  Hampshire  troops.  Find- 
ing the  army  at  Cambridge  in  an  unorganized  condition, 
he  "beat  up"  for  volunteers  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
regiment.  He  also  engaged  Andrew  Colburn,  of  Marlboro, 
a  veteran  of  the  Indian  wars,  who  afterwards  rose  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  and  others,  to  enlist  men  for  him 
in  Cheshire  county'.  He  went  to  Exeter  and  laid  before  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  his  claims  to  a  commission,  and  on 
the  1st  day  of  June  was  appointed  colonel  of  the  Third 
regiment.  Israel  Oilman,  of  Exeter,  was  appointed  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  Nathan  Hale,  of  Rindgc,  major;  and  ten 
recruiting  officers  were  appointed  to  enlist  men  to  complete 
his  regiment,  eight  of  whom  were  afterwards  captains 
under  him.  Under  verbal  orders  from  Gen.  Folsom,  he  came 
immediatch'  to  Cheshire  county,  collected  the  recruits  that 
had  been  enlisted  for  him,  marched  them  to  Cambridge, 
reported  to  Gen.  Ward  on  the  12th,  and  was  directed  to 
go  to  Medford,  where  his  other  coinpanies  had  been  sent 
from  Cambridge,  and  collect  his  recruits ;  and  he  received 
the  following  written  order : 

"Head  Quarters,  June  the  12th  1775. 

"  Generat.,  Orders — That  Coll.  Reed  quarter  his  Regi- 
ment in  the  houses  near  Charlestown  Neck  and  keep  all 
necessary  Guiirds  between  his  Barracks  and  the  Ferrey  and 
on  Bunker's  Hill. 

(Signed)  "J.  Ward  Sectary  Copy  for  James  Reed." 

Stark  had  more  than  ten  companies  and  two  of  his — 
those  of  Captains  Whitcomb  of  Swanzex-  and  Thomas  of 
Rindge  —  were  transferred  to  Reed,  who  marched  his  regi- 
ment of  ten  companies,  numbering  more  than  five  hundred 
men  present  for  duty,  to  Charlestown  Neck  on  the  13th, 
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and  posted  a  guard  ot  one  captain,  two  lieutenants  and 
forty -eight  men  as  directed. 

On  the  /ifternoon  of  Frida^v,  the  16th,  Gen.  Ward  placed 
Col.  William  Prescott  of  Pepperell  in  command  of  a  de- 
tachment of  a  little  less  than  1,000  men,  including  two 
pieces  of  artillery  and  a  company  of  Connecticut  troops 
under  Capt.  Know^lton.  with  orders  to  take  all  the  in- 
trenching tools,  their  packs,  and  provisions  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  proceed  to  Charlestown  Ncck.i  The  detach- 
ment paraded  on  Cambridge  common —ordered  at  6  o'clock 
but  somewhat  dela^-ed  —  a  ration  of  rum  was  served  to  the 
men  from  a  hogshead  brought  to  the  spot,  and  at  9  o'clock, 
after  a  prayer  hy  President  Langdon  of  Harvard  college, 
the  column  moved,  silently,  with  two  sergeants  to  lead  the 
way,  carrying  dark  lanterns  open  onh-  to  the  rear. 

Halting  within  the  lines  of  Col.  Reed's  regiment,  Pres- 
cott there  received  further  orders  to  fortify  Bunker's  hill 
and  hold  his  ground  until  relieved.  Gen.  Ward's  chief  en- 
gineer, the  veteran  Col.  Gridley,  was  with  him  to  lay  out 
the  w'orks ;  and  Gen.  Putnam  and  other  officers  of  high 
rank  were  also  with  him,  but  without  commands. 

Bunker's  hill,  one  mile  from  the  point  where  the  British 
landed,  slojjed  towards  the  hay,  and,  about  half  way 
down  the  ridge,  rose  again  in  a  smaller  elevation  called 
Breed's  hill.  This  point  was  believed  by  those  experienced 
officers  to  be  the  better  position  and  was  selected  as  the 
place  for  the  redoubt.  The  plan  of  the  fortifications  was 
marked  out,  the  sentinels  placed  along  the  shore,  and  at 
midnight  the  work  began.  Strict  silence  was  enjoined  upon 
the  men,  for  six  vessels  of  w-ar  carr3-ing  about  170  guns 
and  1,000  men  la}-  within  range,  and  the  "All's  well!"  of 
the  British  sentinels  along  the  Boston  shore  could  be  dis- 
tincth'  heard.  So  vigorously  was  the  work  pushed  that 
at  da3dight,  a  little  after  3  o'clock,  there  was  a  breast- 
work sis  feet  high  on  ever}'  escarpment  of  the  redoubt. 
From  the  northern  angle  a  ditcb  and  breastwork  were 
extended  about  100  3'ards  towards  A'h'stic  river.   All  sides 

somewhat  extended  accotmt  of  tbe  b.itt'e  is  given  for  the  reasons  that  it 
was  the  bloodiest  figrht  that  cowld  be  called  a  "battle,"  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  engaged,  that  has  ever  been  fought  on  American  soil ;  and  that  Kecne 
had  a  larger  proportion  of  its  men  in  that  battle  than  in  any  other,  in  any  war. 
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of  the  hill  were  open  fields,  except  on  tlie  south  and  south- 
west, where  lay  the  village  of  Charlcstown. 

As  daylight  disclosed  the  works  on  the  hill,  the  senti- 
nels on  the  vessels  gave  the  alarm.  Fire  was  immediately 
opened  from  the  men-of-war,  and  soon  afterwards  from  the 
Ijattery  on  Copp's  hill.  Both  armies  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Boston  and  the  surrounding  towns  were  rudely  awak- 
ened to  a  great  and  memorable  da3';  and  there  was  ex- 
citement and  confusion  in  both  camps.  Prescott  foresaw 
the  impending  attack  and  called  for  reinforcements. 

Stark  with  his  regiment  of  more  than  600  men,  larger, 
better  appointed,  and  better  disciplined  than  any  other  in 
the  arm\',  lay  at  A'ledford.  Early  in  the  morning  Gen. 
Ward  sent  him  an  order  to  reinforce  Prescott  with  200 
men.'  He  immediateh^  detailed  Lt.  Col.  Wymau  to  com- 
mand the  detachment,  and  sent  them  forward  as  soon  as 
the\'  could  be  supplied  with  ammunition.  Anxious  to  know 
the  exact  condition  of  affairs,  he  soon  afterwards  mounted 
his  horse  and  galloped  across  the  Neck  and  over  the  hills 
to  the  redoubt,  passing  Col.  Wyman  with  his  detachment 
in  the  hollow  between  Winter  and  Ploughed  hills,  about 
two  miles  from  the  redoubt,  and  quickh'  returned  to  his 
regiment. 

Urged  by  the  Massachusetts  committee  of  safety,  at  11 
o'clock  -  Gen.  Ward  sent  orders  to  both  Stark  and  Reed  to 
reinforce  Prescott  with  their  whole  force.  But  Stark  was 
four  miles  away  and  ammunition  had  not  been  distributed 
except  to  guards  and  pickets.  He  immediately  drew  up 
his  men  in  front  of  the  building  used  for  an  arsenal,  and 
each  man  was  given  a  gill  cup  of  powder,  fifteen  balls  3  and 
one  spare  flint.  .4  few  cartridges  were  made,  but  very  few 
of  the  men  had  cartridge-boxes,  or  paper  for  cartridges. 
Some  took  their  powder  in  powder-horns,  others  in  their 
waistcoat  pockets.  Their  guns  were  of  various  calibres 
and  some  of  the  balls  had  to  be  hammered  and  others 
wound  with  patches  to  make  them  fit.    Col.  Reed's  men 

iGen.  Word  feared  to  weakeu  his  centre  lest  he  shoiild  be  attacked  at  that 
point,  and  therefore  reinforced  Prescott  from  hi^:  left  wing. 

2  Stark  stated  that  it  was  "about  2  o'clock"  when  he  received  the  order; 
hnt  he  wa;;  on  the  jjronnci  before  the  battle  began,  which  was  "about  3  o'clock." 

Lead  had  been  taken  from  the  organ  pipes  in  the  church  at  Cambridge  and 
wherever  it  could  be  obtained  and  run  into  bullets. 
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were  supplied  in  the  same  way  and  under  the  same  diffi- 
culties. It  took  two  hours  to  prepare  the  ammunition. 
Then,  "about  one  o'clock,"  the  veteran  colonel  began  his 
march,  with  the  roar  of  the  Bi'itish  cannon — the  prelude 
of  the  battle — testing  the  nerves  of  his  men. 

Crossing  the  Neck  at  a  deliberate  pace  under  a  raking 
fire  from  some  of  the  ships  —  which  had  deterred  other 
troops,  who  were  h'ing  there  —  a  young  captain  i  marching 
by  the  colonel's  side  ventured  to  suggest  that  it  might  be 
well  to  quicken  the  step.  Stark's  reply  was:  "One  fresh 
man  in  action  is  worth  ten  tired-  ones,"  and  he  would 
not  hasten.  A  little  before  3  o'clock  he  arrived  near  the 
ground;  ^  halted  his  column  for  a  few  minutes;  went  for- 
ward to  speak  with  Prcscott;*  returned  to  his  men;  made 
them  a  short,  spirited  address;  had  them  give  three  cheers, 
and  then  moved  them  to  the  left,  and  took  position  about 
200  yards  to  the  rear  of  the  fortifications,  his  line  extend- 
ing down  to  Mystic  river,  to  pi'event  a  flank  movement 
by  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  It  was  ebb  tide,  the  beach 
at  that  place  was  strewn  with  rocks,  and  Stark  directed 
his  men  to  throw  those  up  for  a  breastwork  at  that  end 
of  the  line. 

Col.  Reed  had  moved  his  regiment  to  the  front  and 
formed  on  Capt.  Knowlton's  left  —  who  had  taken  position 
with  his  company  of  Connecticut  troops  in  rear  of  the 
redoubt,  facing  Mystic  river  —  Reed's  line  turning  at  nearh^ 
a  right  angle  towards  the  river.  Stark  now  formed  on  his 
left,  completing  the  line  from  the  fortifications  to  the 
water's  edge,  with  the  exception  of  a  gap  of  about  100 
yards  next  to  the  ditch  and  breastwork,  which  was 
covered  by  the  fire  of  the  New  Hampshire  regiments.  Two 
companies  of  artillery  took  position  in  this  gap,  but  with- 
drew to  the  rear  soon  after  the  battle  began  and  did  little 
service.  Capt.  Crosby's  company'  of  Reed's  regiment  was 
detached  and  stationed,  with  other  troops,  on  Main  street, 

'Henry  Dca.rl)om  of  Nottingliain,  aftcrw-ards,  in  the  ^^•ar  of  1S12,  a  m.-ijor 
general  and  coinmander-in-ehief  of  the  Tnitcd  States  army. 

2  Some  quotations  raakc  bini  say  f^iti^iictlf  hiit  he  was  not  the  man  to  use  a 
long  French  word  when  a  short  English  one  was  better. 

3  Yankee  Doodle  had  been  jilayed  by  the  British  in  ridienlc  of  the  Provincials, 
wto  now  used  it  for  the  first  tirne  in  defiance  of  the  British.  (.\ddrcs.s  of  Kev. 
Geo.  E.  Ellis,  June  17,  IS-il.) 

*Commnnication  to  New  Hampshire  Patriot  in  1  SI  8,  by  Major  Joseph  Dow, 
of  llainpton  Falls,  who  was  present  in  Stark's  regiment. 
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at  the  foot  of  Breed's  hill,  forinin;^  the  extreme  ri^^ht  of 
the  line  and  proteeting  that  flank.  The  day  was  hot,  and 
many  of  the  men,  ]jartienlarly  t)f  Reed's  regiment,  whose 
camp  was  near  the  battle  ground,  left  their  ])ackp  and 
some  even  their  coats,  expecting  to  return  for  them,  and 
they  were  afterwards  jiaid  for  clothing  and  other  articles 
lost  that  da3'. 

The  day  before,  the  grass  on  the  north  slope  of  the 
hill  had  been  cut  for  hay  and  still  lay  on  the  ground.  A 
breastwork,  which  Capt.  Knowlton's  men  had  begun,  was 
made  along  the  greater  part  of  the  New  Hampshire  line, 
where  there  was  a  rail  fence,  by  bringing  others  that  stood 
near  and  setting  them  to  make  two  ])arallel  lines  ^  about 
three  feet  apart  and  filling  the  space  with  the  hay,  well 
trod  in,  which  the  men  brought  in  their  arms.-  Hay 
packed  in  that  wa)'  would  stop  many  of  the  musket  balls, 
as  they  were  fired  in  those  days.  A  British  letter  after  the 
battle  sa^'S,  "  It  was  found  to  be  the  strongest  post  ever 
occupied  by  any  set  of  men." 

The  New  Hampshire  line  thus  formed  two  sides  of  a 
rectangle  which  the  enemy  must  enter  to  make  their  at- 
tack on  that  wing.  And  this  was  the  key  to  the  position, 
because  the  only  sensible  move  the  British  could  make  was 
to  direct  their  main  attack  against  this  line  with  the  view 
of  turning  the  American  left  and  getting  in  rear  of  the  re- 
doubt. And  that  was  exactly  what  they  did.  It  was  here 
that  Gen.  Howe  himself  commanded,  with  his  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry,  with  field  artillery  —  "the  flower  of  his 
troops"  —  and  the  most  sanguinary  fighting  was  done  in 
the  two  first  assaults. 

It  was  Saturday  afternoon.  The  British  had  begun  to 
land  from  their  boats  at  1  o'clock.  At  3  o'clock,  they  had 
about  3,000  men  on  the  ground,  with  Gen.  Howe  in  com- 
mand.  The  barges  were  sent  back  to  the  Boston  side,  to 

5  The  fence  that  was  already  there  a  part  of  the  distance,  was  a  low  stone 
wall  topped  with  two  rails,  and  another  line  of  posts  and  rails  was  set  in  front 
to  hold  the  h.nv.  This  was  made  chiefly  by  Kccd's  and  Knowlton's  men,  prob- 
ably ordcrtd  !>y  Putnain,  as  Stark  arrived  only  a  few  minutes  before  the  battle 
began. 

•  \  had  this  when  a  boy  from  my  ^grandfather,  Nehcniiah  Wright,  who  was 
present  ip  Kerd's  reprinient,  and  assisted  in  building  those  fences  and  fired  from 
behind  them  ;  and  irtidition  brought  down  the  same  account  from  my  grandfather, 
Pamntl  Griffin,  who  was  also  present  in  the  s.amc  regiment,  and  fought  behind 
the  rail  fence. —  S.  i^..  r«. 
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prevent  the  flight  of  the  men  —  for  then  it  was  conquer 
or  die."  "They  were  supph'ed  with  large  tubs  of  drink  to 
prepare  them  for  the  onset."  ^ 

Thej"-  formed  in  two  columns,  the  left,  under  Gen. 
Pigot,  directed  against  the  redoubt,  the  right,  as  stated 
above,  making  the  principal  attack  against  the  rail  fence. 

On  our  side  the  field  officers  passed  along  the  lines, 
encouraging  the  men  and  giving  thera  directions  to  hold 
their  fire  until  the  British  were  close  upon  them;  telling 
them  to  "fire  low;"  "aim  at  the  waist;"  "powder  is 
scarce,  don't  waste  it;"  "wait  till  you  can  see  the  whites 
of  their  eyes."  -Stark  stepped  out  about  fort}'  3'ards  in 
front,  stuck  a  stick  in  the  ground,  and  said  to  his  men: 
"Don't  fire  a  shot  till  the  redcoats  come  up  to  that  stick 
and  I  say  the  word." 

The  British  advanced  with  stead v  step,  in  closed 
columns,  halting  and  deploying  when  well  up  towards  our 
lines  with  the  coolness  and  precision  of  a  dress  parade; 
and  then  the  line  of  battle  moved  forward  in  perfect  order, 
halting  to  fire  now  and  then,  but  without  aim  and  shoot- 
ing over  and  doing  little  harm. 

When  they  had  reached  the  mark,  "Fire!"  shouted 
Stark,  and  a  deadh'  volley  of  rattling  musketr\'  burst 
from  the  whole  line  followed  by  another  as  soon  as  they 
could  load.  Nothing  could  withstand  such  a  fire.  The 
British  wavered,  broke  and  fled.  The  smoke  lifted  and 
disclosed  the  ground  strewn  with  dead  and  dying,  and 
hundreds  were  wounded  who  were  able  to  escape,  but  not 
to  return.  A  few  of  our  men  rushed  forward  to  pursue, 
but  were  restrained  by  their  officers. 

By  great  exertions  of  their  officers  the  British  were  ral- 
lied at  the  water's  edge  and  reformed;  and  again  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  charge.  Charlestown  was  set  on  fire  and 
destroyed,  but  most  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled,  not  more 
than  two  or  three  hundred  remaining  of  a  population  of 
between  two  and  three  thousand. 

Gen.  Putnam,  at  the  rear,  was  making  strenuous  efforts 
to  fortify  Bunker's  hill  for  a  rallying  point  in  case  of 
disaster;  carrying  intrenching  tools  from  the  redoubt  for 

iCol.  Swett. 
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that  ])nrp()sc,  and  ur^j^inj:^  forward  reinforcements,  very  few 
of  whom  reached  the  front  line;  and  there  was  gj-eat  con- 
fusion on  that  part  of  the  field.  Putnain  and  Col.  Gerrish 
had  1,000  to  l,r)00  men  on  Bunker's  hill  and  behind  it,  only 
half  a  mile  awa}-,  who  gave  Stark  and  Prescott  no  assist- 
ance and  took  no  part  in  the  action  ;  ^  but  suffered  loss  in 
the  retreat. 

The  British  advanced  as  steadily  as  at  first.  The 
patriot  fire  was  withheld  until  they  were  even  nearer  than 
before,  and  when  they  were  within  thirt}'  yards  another 
deadly  volley  burst  upon  them,  and  again  the}'  broke  and 
fled  in  disorder.  The  slaughter  was  even  greater  than 
before. 

Again  by  the  determined  efforts  of  their  officers  tliey 
w^ere  rallied  —  in  some  cases  by  blows  and  other  force  — 
reinforcements  were  sent  them,  and  Gen.  Clinton  hastened 
across  from  Boston  to  aid  in  the  assault. 

On  the  patriots'  side  a  few^  scattering  squads  of  rein- 
forcements joined  them,  but  too  late  and  too  few  to  be 
effective.  Their  ammunition  was  now  almost  wholly 
expended.  A  few  artillery  cartridges  remained  and  those 
were  broken  open  and  the  pow-der  distributed  among  the 
infantry. 

The  British  officers  knew  the  Americans  had  but  little 
ammunition,  and  this  information,  spread  among  their 
troops,  encouraged  them  to  rcncw^  the  fight.  This  time 
the  assault  was  concentrated  on  the  redoubt.  Gen.  Howe 
directed  his  men  to  la}'  oflf  their  knapsacks,  advance  in 
column,  reserve  their  fire,  and  carry  the  w^orks  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet. 

The  patriots  could  give  no  more  such  volle3'^s  as  before, 
for  they  were  out  of  powder;  and  they  had  almost  no 
bayonets  with  W'hich  to  meet  such  a  charge. 

To  aid  his  movement  and  insure  success,  Howe  advanced 
a  strong  column  of  the  grenadiers  of  his  right  wing,  with 
artillery,  which,  instead  of  attacking  the  New-  Hampshire 
troops  at  the  rail  fence,  turned  to  the  works  on  the  hill, 
placed  their  cannon  to  enfilade  the  breastwork  running 

1  Gerrish  was  c.-ishieretJ  for  cow;ir<licc,  and  "Col.  Prescott  never  ceased  to 
rejirobate  Pittnam  for  his  behavior  that  day."  nithonfrh  he  exhibited  ^reat  per- 
scua]  conragc.    Stark  also  dtiiotinced  hiiu  for  his  lack  of  jndgiaent. 
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out  from  the  north  angle,  aud  swept  that  part  of  the 
works  with  a  fire  so  destructive  that  the  Ainericans  were 
forced  to  abandon  it.  The  British  then  advanced  and 
entered  the  redoubt  by  the  rear,  and  I'rescott  and  his  men 
were  compelled  to  retreat. 

During  this  last  assault  the  New  Hampshire  men  lay 
behind  the  rail  fence,  powerless  to  drive  back  the  British 
right  wing  from  want  of  ammunition.  Half  a  dozen  more 
rounds  to  each  man  would  have  saved  the  day.  As  it  w^as, 
seeing  the  enemv  on  their  right  flank  aud  themselves  liable 
to  be  cut  off,  a  retreat  was  ordered  and  our  New  Hamp- 
shire men  retired  over  Bunker's  hill  in  comparativeh^  good 
order,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  and  aiding  Prescott  and 
his  men  to  escape.  These,  with  the  disorganized  troops 
with  Putnam  and  Gerrish,  formed  a  crowd  of  fugitives 
retreating  over  and  beyond  the  hill  upon  whom  the  British 
turned  their  fire,  and  the  heaviest  loss  of  the  day  on  the 
American  side  was  on  that  ground.  Some  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  in  Mystic  river  also  had  a  cross  fire  on  them  as 
they  passed  the  Neck,  and  there  •  the  gallant  McClary, 
major  of  Stark's  regiment,  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball.  He 
had  "hastened  to  the  rear  for  bandages  and  was  return- 
ing to  his  command."  The  battle  lasted  one  hour  and  a 
half. 

That  night  the  New  Hampshire  troops  slept  on  their 
arms  at  Winter  hill,  one  mile  from  Bunker's  hill,  and  the 
next  day  began  to  intrench.  All  along  the  line  defensive 
works  were  renewed,  and  the  siege  of  Boston  began  in 
earnest.   The  British  occupied  Bunker's  hill  and  intrenched. 

The  loss  of  the  enem}'  was  not  less  than  eleven  hun- 
dred men,  killed  and  wounded,  or  about  thirtj'-thrce  per 
cent  of  their  whole  number  engaged.  ^  Speaking  of  the 
ground  in  his  front.  Stark  said:  "The  dead  lay  as  thick 
as  sheep  in  a  fold."-   Of  a  veteran  regiment  of  Welsh 

iRcT.  Geo.  E.  Ellis  in  his  "History  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill."  pnt<;  the 
British  force  at  r>,<>y();  hut  that  is  CTidcntiy  an  exaggeration  of  the  nurolier 
actually  engaged.  Gage  reported  a  loss  of  'L,Or>i,  which,  of  course,  would  be  as 
favorable  a.'-  he  could  make  it.  Well  informed  .\raericaus  believed  it  to  be  not 
less  than  1,500. 

^"An  ej'c-witness  counted  the  next  day,  in  front  of  the  wall,  betwixt  the 
Mystic  and  the  swarded  ground  of  the  hill,  nincty-sis  dead  bodie.<,  and  this  w.ns 
after  the  officers  and  the'  wounded  had  been  removed."  (Adiut.ant  General's 
Report,  page  272.) 
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fiKsilc-crs,  TOO  stroi)<:(,  in  front  (;f  the  New  Hampshire  line, 
onlv  83  were  present  for  (]ut\-  the  tiext  da}-.! 

Conclusive  proof  of  the  importance  of  the  position  and 
Avork  of  the  Xcu-  Hampshire  troops  on  that  day,  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  loss  of  the  grenadiers-  and  light 
infantry  in  their  front  was  almost  two-thirds  of  their 
whole  numl)er  of  killed  and  wounded,  or  about  double  the 
average  of  the  British  loss  on  that  day.^ 

Rev.  Geo.  E.  Ellis,  already  referred  to,  and  one  or  two 
other  writers  represent  that  l^itnani  commanded  the 
whole  line  to  the  left  of  the  redoubt,  but  nearly  all  articles 
published  soon  after  the  event  agree  that  Putnam  had  no 
command  whatever  except  two  companies  from  Connecti- 
cut. Stark  and  Reed  each  commanded  his  own  regiment, 
but  Stark,  being  the  senior  officer  and  having  been  placed 
bv  the  votes  of  the  field  officers  on  the  26th  of  April  in 
charge  of  all  the  New  Hampshire  troops,  was  really  in 
command  of  the  whole  New  Hainpshire  line,  and  should 
share  with  Prescott  the  honor  of  the  chief  command  at 
Bunker  Hill. 

"The  battle  began  with  the  intention  of  flanking  the 
redoubt  by  breaking  the  fence  line.  It  ended  b^-  flanking 
the  fence  by  carr\*ing  tlie  redoubt.  The  New  Hampshire 
and  Connecticut  men,  with  such  Massachusetts  men  as 
were  with  them,  were  not  beaten  that  day;  the\'  were 
simply  flanked."  + 

"  Wc  have  the  full  conviction  that  the  time  will  come, 
when  the  whole  nation  will  give  the  honors  of  the  battle 
of  Ikniker  Hill  largely  to  the  common  soldiers  of  New 
Hampshire,  who,  more  than  anj'  other  mei^,  fought  it. 
*  *  •■  *  The  men  at  the  redoubt  who  patienth'  endured 
and  suffered  to  the  end,  are  worthy  of  all  honor.  But  the 
battle  was  fought  chiefly  by  the  soldiers  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, whose  muskets  killed  and  wounded  probably  two 

1  ■•(iui  haht  infantrj  wfi?  scrvod  np  in  comprmics  :ifrr>inst  the  grass  fence, 
■■.vilh'n-t  liein^r  able  to  pcnctratt-;  —  indt-ert  cottld  penetrate?    Most  of 

our  grenadiers  and  liEht  infriiitri',  fht  n-oment  of  iircseiitins  thcmselres,  lost 
thref-50«rth<,  riiul  rnnny  niije-tenthb  cf  their  :rftii.  Some  h.-i.d  only  eight  and  nine 
men  a  coiT>p;iriy  kti ;  some  only  three,  fonr  and  five."  fl^ettcr  of' English  officer, 
dated  juIt  "  1775.1 

2 "  .\]!  the  .Krenadiers-  of  the  4th,  or  Kin.E^'s  rcfritnent  (one  company),  were 
killed  or  iyoisnded  e:tct  irt,  fAr;r ;  and  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  23d,  or  Royal 
Welsb  }-n-ikcr^,  •..miy  thTcc  remaiv.cd  that  were  not  killed  or  wonnded.  (l,etter 
of  Lieut.  Juhri  Clarke  of  the  British  anny.) 

ixw  days  .ago  the  shattered  rcinains  of  the  ISth  regiment  of  foot, 
which  was  cnfr.is'td  in  the  action  at  Boaker's  Hill,  rjnd  rednced  to  only  twenty- 
five  men.  ,-.rri\cd  at  Maidstone. "     (British  newspaper,  March  ,'5,  1776.) 

«Tarbo>:'s  Life  oi' isr;iel  T»nti;;3in,  ri.age  197. 
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ont  of  three  in  that  list  of  ten  hundred  and  fifty-four, 
which  General  Gage  reported  to  the  home  government. 

"If  a  monument  is  to  be  erected  upon  that  liattle 
ground  to  any  colonel,  it  should  be  to  Colonel  Stark  of 
New  Hampshire,  whose  services  in  the  strife  were  more 
important  than  those  of  an\'  other  man  bearing  that 
title."  1   And  he  might  have  said,  or  any  other  title. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  about  450,  or  nearly 
thirty  per  cent  of  their  whole  number  actually  engaged  in 
the  fight;  for  the  w-hole  number  in  their  line  of  battle, 
including  the  redoubt,  according  to  the  most  careful  in- 

'  vestigations,  could  not  have  l)een  much  above  1,700  men. 
Of  those  more  than  1,100-  were  from  New  Hampshire. 
Stark  and  Reed,  according  to  their  own  reports,  had  fully 

..  1,000  in  their  two  regiments  after  allowing  for  all 
absentees.  Capt.  Reuben  Dow,  of  Hollis,  had  a  whole 
corapan}^  in  Prescott's  regiment ;  and  there  were  as  many 
more,  from  that  and  other  New  Hampshire  towns  in  the 
same  and  other  commands,  in  the  front  line.  Allowing 
200  to  Connecticut,  leaves  400  as  the  number  furnished  hy 
Massachusetts,  which  is  more  than  twice  as  man^'  as  Col. 
Prescott  himself  estimated. 

Nearly  all  the  Massachusetts  regiments  named  as  being 
in  the  fight  never  reached  the  line  of  battle,  but  were 
present  onl3'  at  the  rear  and  in  the  retreat. 

Worn  out  with  the  fatigues  of  the  night  Prescott's 
men  had  slipped  awa\'  for  rest  and  for  the  refreshments 
which  had  been  promised  but  never  came,  or  were  led 
away  by  Putnam  with  intrenching  tools,  until  he  was 
left,  when  the  action  begun,  with  about  150  men.  In  his 
letter  to  John  Adams,  written  by  request,  dated  August 
25,  1775,  Prescott  distinctly  states  that  his  engineer  for- 
sook him ;  that  (speaking  of  the  artiller}'  fire  that  opened 
on  them  just  before  sunrise)  "  About  this  time,  the  above 
field  officers  (Col.  Bridge  and  one  or  two  others)  being 
indisposed,  could  render  me  but  little  service,  and  the  most 
of  the  men  under  their  command  deserted  the  part}-.  The 

iTarhux'ji  JJfe  of  Israel  I'utnair!,  jiapcs  339-iO. 

2  Keceut  invesliKations  bT  Col.  Geo.  C.  Giltnore,  president  nf  the  board  of 
tmslecs  of  the  New  Tlainpshlrc  t^tatc  liljrary  and  special  commissioner  on  this 
subject  appointed  by  tilt  governor  and  council,  place  the  number  of  New  Hamp- 
shire soldiers  present  in  the  battle  above  1,600.  But  some  of  them  were  in  the 
retreat  only. 
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eneinv  conlinuin.!?  an  incessanl  (ire  witli  their  artillery, 
about  2  oVlock  in  the  aftcrnot^n,  on  the  seventeenth,  the 
euemy  becian  to  land  at  a  northca-icrlv  jvjint  from  the 
fort,  and  1  ordered  the  train,  with  two  field-pieces,  to  go 
and  oppose  them,  and  the  Connecticut  forces  to  support 
them:  Inu  the  train  marched  a  (iiiferent  course,  and  I 
believe  those  sent  to  their  vu])iK)rt  followed,  I  suppose  to 
Bunker's  Hill.  *  *  *  *  About  an  hour  after  the  enemy 
landed,  they  began  to  march  to  the  attack  in  three 
columns.  I  commanded  ray  Lieut.  Col.  Robinson  and 
Major  Woods,  each  with  a  detachment,  to  flank  the  euemv, 
who,  I  have  reason  to  think,  behaved  with  prudence  and 
courage.  I  %Yas  now  left  with  perhaps  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  in  tlie  fort.''  And  the  detachments  of  Robinson  and 
Woods  must  have  been  small. 

Tracing  the  movements  of  our  Keene  men.  we  learn 
that,  the  night  before  the  battle,  Capt.  Stiles,  who  was 
still  in  Stark's  regiment,  v.-as  detailed  with  half  his  com- 
pany to  guard  the  premises  —  "Ten  Hill  Farm  "  —  of  Robert 
Temple,  a  tory,  and  was  not  relieved  until  10  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  when  tlie  party  w-as  ordered  to  Medford  for 
refreshments  and  thence  to  Ploughed  hill  near  the  Xeck,  to 
wait  for  further  orders;  that  they  arrived  tliere  about  half 
past  2  o'clock,  just  before  the  action  began;  tliat  Gen. 
Putnam  came  at  full  gallop  across  the  Xeck  to  Capt. 
Stiles  and  addressing  the  men  said.  "Up,  my  brave  bo^'s,. 
for  God's  sake;  we  drive  them;"  that  Capt.  Stiles  imme- 
diately led  his  men  in  single  file  across  the  Xeck  and  ar- 
rived at  Breed's  hill  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle. 
This  is  taken  from  a  sworn  statement  made  in  June,  ISIS, 
by  Samuel  Bassett  of  Keene,  fifer  in  Stiles's  company,  who 
was  with  this  detached  party.  He  carried  his  musket  in 
the  action  and  states  that  he  discharged  five  or  six  rounds 
and  received  a  iiesh  wound  in  Iiis  thigh  (so  slight  that  he 
was  not  reported  wounded,  as  is  often  the  case  in  battle), 
after  which  several  minutes  elapsed  before  the  retreat  be- 
gan. 

The  other  half  of  Stiles's  company-  remained  with  the 
regimeat  and  went  to  the  front,  either  with  Lt.  Col.  Wy- 
man  ''early  in  the  morning,"  or  with  Col.  Stark  in  the 
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afternoon.  Asahel  Xims,  a  sergeant  in  Stiles's  compan3', 
was  killed  in  the  action  —  tradition  says  "  at  the  rail  fence." 
His  brother  Eliakim  was  with  him  at  the  time,  in  the  same 
cotnpany.  Stephen  Da\-  was  mortalh"  and  Charles  Rice 
severeh'  wounded.  Therefore  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  Keene  company'  was  present  in  the  front  line  of  battle. 

Stark  does  not  mention  Stiles  and  his  company  in  his 
report  of  the  battle,  probably  for  what  he  deemed  sufficient 
reasons,  nameh-,  that  Stiles  had  been  detailed  with  half  his 
company  and  had  not  rejoined  the  regiment;  that  he  had 
more  companies  than  he  was  entitled  to  and  Stiles's  was 
soon  afterwards  transferred  to  another  regiment,  and  it 
appears  that  such  an  arrangement  had  airead}-  been  made 
but  not  yet  consummated  ;  therefore  he  may  have  felt  that 
he  had  no  control  over  that  company, 

Lt,  Col.  Wyman  had  been  sent,  as  stated,  with  200 
men  to  reinforce  Prescott,  but  he  has  never  been  reported 
as  having  reached  the  redoubt,  and  from  all  accounts  it  is 
altogether  probable  that  Putnam  seized  that  detachment 
to  work  on  his  intrenchments  on  Bunker's  hill ;  and  that 
when  Stark  passed  them  on  his  march  to  the  front  he 
took  Wj-man  and  his  men  with  him ;  for  Stark  was  not 
the  man  to  allow  his  regiment  to  be  divided  at  such  a 
time  b\-  an  officer  who  had  no  authority,  or  to  leave  a 
part  of  it  digging  ditches  at  the  rear  when  he  was  ordered 
into  action  with  "the  whole  of  my  regiment."^  Major 
Dow,  already  referred  to.  also  states  that  that  detachment 
joined  the  regiment  as  it  passed  Bunker's  hill. 

That  Col.  Wyman  did  good  service  somewhere  that 
day  is  evident  from  the  fact  he  was  soon  afterwards 
recommended  for  promotion  by  Gen.  Folsom,  who  stated 
that  "he  has  behaved  prudently,  courageousi_v  and  very 
much  like  a  gentleman;"  and  the  next  year  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  colonel  and  given  the  command  of  a 
regiment  in  the  Continental  army. 

Besides  the  thirty -six  men  from  Keene  already  named 
who  were  in  the  battle,  John  Brown  -  and  Robert  \Vorslc\-3 

1  Sxark'?  Report. 

2  Brown  is  oii  one  roll  a*  frota  Marlboro,  btjt  be  was  a  member  of  tbe  raiK- 
ria  ccmpanj  here  In  1773,  and  b;s  name  appears  on  the  records  a*  a  town  ofS- 
cer  of  Keene. 

8 '..Vorslev  ha-  been  claimed  as  a  resident  of  Marlboro,  bsjt  bis  enlistment 
and  serricc  arc  credited  to  Keene. 
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were  in  the  comiiany  of  Cnpt.  Rc'Tijainin  Maiin  of  Mason; 
and  Joshi-in  Ellis  .-hk!  Abr.'ihani  Grifiin  (or  Griffith),  in  that 
of  Capt.  joiKit  Whi tfoiiib  of  Svvanzc} — all  in  Reed's 
reyiinent.  Ellis  was  a  son  (;f  Lieut.  Timothy  Ellis,  seven- 
teen vcars  old,  ancl  was  severely  wounded. 

Timothv  Crossfield,  nineteen  years  old,  enlisted  in  the 
eorapariy  of  Capt.  Edward  Burheck,  of  the  artillery,  on  the 
le;t  day  of  July  —  fourteen  days  after  the  battle  —  as  Eben- 
ezer  Billings  had  done  on  the  29th  of  June  from  Stiles's 
company.  I'ossibly  Crosslield  was  in  the  liattle;  and  he 
mav  have  been  one  of  the  thirty  who  raarehed  from  Keene 
on  the  21st  of  Aj:»ril,  enlisting  into  some  other  company, 
as  several  others  did.  Gihnore  has  him  on  his  list  as  in 
the  battle,  and  from  Stiles's  company;  but  the  latter  state- 
ment is  evidenth-  an  error  as  his  name  does  not  appear  on 
any  one  of  Stiles's  roils;  and  we  find  no  other  evidence  of 
his  having  l:)een  in  the  service  previous  to  July  1. 

Thomas  Douglass  of  Keene  enlisted  in  Gould's  cora- 
pan\-,  Sargent's  regiment,  in  time  to  join  Arnold's  expedi- 
tion to  Canada  in  August  and  he  mav  have  been  in  the 
battle  —  and  even  one  of  the  immortal  thirty  —  under 
similar  conditions  as  Crossfield,  but  we  have  no  farther 
record  of  him.  Robert  AYorsley  also  joined  the  expedition 
to  Canada. 

These  make  in  all  fort\-  men  from  Keene  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill — forty-two  if  Crossfield  and  Douglass  were 
there  —  and  there  may  have  been  others  whose  names  are 
lost.  That  was  more  than  five  per  cent  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  town  at  that  time. 

Capt.  Stiles  and  his  company  remained  in  Stark's 
regiment  until  the  3d  da3-  of  July.  On  that  day,  or  be- 
tween that  and  the  7th  thev  were  transferred,  with  the 
corapan.y  of  Capt.  \Vm.  Scott  of  Peterboro,  to  the  regi- 
ment of  Col.  Paul  Dudley  Sargent  of  Amherst,  X.  H.,  in 
the  ser\-ice  of  Massachusetts.  Xo  roll  of  enlistment  of  the 
Keene  companj,-  in  Stark's  regiment  has  been  found,  but 
the  enlistments  into  Sargent's  regiment  were  dated  back 
to  the  time  the  men  left  home,  those  of  most  of  our  Keene 
men  being  .April  21.    Their  term  was  for  eight  months. 

The   following   roll    does    not    appear   in    the  New 
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Hampshire  Revolutionarj-  Rolls,  but  is  taken  from  those 
of  Massachusetts. 


"Roll  of  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles's 
Dudley  Sargent's  regiment,  August 


Men's  names. 

Jeremiah  Stiles, 
Lemuel  Holmes, 
John  Griggs, 
Samuel  White, 
Ebenezer  Cook. 
Ezra  Metcalf, 
Asahel  Nims, 
Benjamin  Archer, 
Frederic  Tubbs, 
Luke  Metcalf, 
Benjamin  Ellis, 
Niles  Beck  with, 
David  Hubbard, 
Samuel  Bassett, 
David  Adams, 
John  Baker, 
Robert  Busb\% 
Henr\-  Bemis, 
Elijah  Benton, 
Ebenezer  Billings, 
Simeon  Church, 
Thomas  Church, 
Iddo  Church, 
Nathan  Closson, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Stephen  Day, 
Jesse  Dassance, 
Thomas  Dart, 
Roger  Dart, 
Timothy  Dewey, 
Caleb  Ellis. 
James  Edd}', 
John  Fletcher, 
Samuel  Fletcher, 
Joshua  Fuller, 
Silas  French, 
Isaac  Griswold, 
Hugh  Gray, 
William  Gray, 
Joseph  Gray, 
David  Howard, 
Joseph  Howard, 
Nathan  Hay  ward. 


Town. 

Keene, 

Walpole, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Keene. 

Mario  w, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Lamster, 

Ackworth, 

Keene, 

Gilsum, 

Rockingham, 

rvledford, 

Packers  field, 

Surr}', 

Keene, 

Marlow, 

Gilsum, 

Gilsum, 

Walpole, 

Pomphrett, 

Keene. 

Keene, 

Surr^', 

Surry, 

Gilsum, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Walpole, 

Marlow, 

Surr3', 

Keene, 

Gilsum, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Keene, 

Marlow, 

Alarlow, 

Surrv, 


conipan3'  i 
1st,  1775. 

Rank. 

Captain, 

Lieutenant 

Ensign, 

Sergeant, 

Sergeant, 

Sergeant, 

Sergeant, 

Sergeant, 

Corporal, 

Corporal, 

Corporal, 

Corporal, 

Drummer, 

Freamer, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 

Private, 


n  Col.  Paul 

Time  enlisted. 

April  21. 
April  21. 
April  21. 
April  21. 
Mav  15. 
April  21. 
April  21 
May 
April 
April  21 
April  21 
May 
Apri 
April  21 
Mav  15 
Mav 
MaV 
April  21 
Julv  14 
April  21 
April  21 
Mav  15 
Mav 
May 
Apri 
April  21 
April  21 
Tulv 
JulV 
April  21, 
April  21. 
April  21, 
April  21, 
April  21, 
julv  14 
'[ulV  14 
April  21 
April  21 
Alav  15 
MaV  15 
April  21 
April  21 


26. 
91 


15. 
21. 


15. 
15. 


15. 
15, 
21. 


14. 

14. 


14. 
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Aatnan  iinntley, 

IMarlo\^', 

J  r 

vate, 

April 

Il.'innrinian  Hal), 

Kecne. 

vate, 

i\i  :i  \ 

1  O. 

Benjamin  Hall, 

Kecnc, 

J  r 

\  <il.t. 

»\  1  <  i  \ 

1 

I  o. 

Snniuel  ijall, 

Rockmt^ham , 

1  r 

\  ate, 

Ai.ay 

1  o. 

Davui  llarns» 

K.eenc, 

i  r 

vatc, 

%  T  ..  .. 

A 1  ay 

o 

o. 

1  illcy  Howe. 

Ivcene, 

1  r 

vate. 

I  u  ly 

1  A 

Jehiel  lloldridijc', 

( iilsii  m , 

I  r 

^'ate, 

A})ril 

01 
Z  I . 

William  Jovner, 

\\  a)  pole, 

X  ri 

vate, 

1"*. 

Ell  Ivt'wis, 

»\  1  arnj  \\  , 

J  r 

vate, 

•  1  pill 

91 

Stephen  Ivarral)cc, 

Keene, 

1  r] 

vate, 

Ai  a  V 

Q 

o. 

Thomas  Morse, 

Keenc. 

1  r 

vate. 

Aiav 

io. 

Jeremiah  Mack, 

]\  i  a  r  1  o  w , 

1  ri 

\'ate, 

Ai  ay 

Ezra  Alorsc, 

uu  Dim, 

I  >t-, 
1  ri 

vate, 

J  '-"3 

1  A 

Eliakim  Xims, 

Kecne, 

i  r 

iv.ate, 

April 

Z  i. 

v_n<tri<-b  rviLC, 

v>  u  r  r  V , 

1  r 

vate, 

A]^ril 

91 

Acj  uillti  Kusscll , 

w  aijXjic, 

Pri 

1  ri 

vate, 

A  jjril 

91 

jOiin  oi«.iuc, 

Alstead , 

Pr 

r  r 

vate, 

April 

91 

\\  '1  IT  \  pi  Q'hrMi 

i V ^  1  , 

Pri 

vate 

A  r%  t*1 1 
* i  L/i  i  1 

21 

Joseph  Thatcher. 

Keene, 

Pri 

vate, 

April 

21. 

Ehsha  WilHs, 

Keene, 

Pn 

vate, 

April 

21. 

Daniel  Willson, 

Keene, 

Pn 

vate. 

April 

21. 

Daniel  Wriu'lit, 

Gilsiim, 

Pn 

vate. 

April 

21. 

Joseph  Yonnpj, 

Gilsum, 

Pn 

vate, 

Ajiril 

21. 

William  Bradley, 

Keene, 

Pn 

vate, 

April 

21. 

Jolm  Kelly, 

WaJpole, 

Pri 

vate, 

A])ril 

21. 

"Each  mail  supplied  himself  with  a  giin  and  cartridge 
box. 

"  Asaliel  Xims  Died  in  Battle  June  17"'  177^5. 

"Benjamin  Archer  appointed  Serg't  June  a-*-'  18,  1775. 

"  Ebenezer  Billings  Inlisted  into  the  Train  of  Artillery, 
June  the  29'-^'  1775. 

"Stephen  Day  Died  August  17*'^  1775.  {Entered  later.) 

"The  above  is  a  True  Cluster  Roll  of  m^'  Company 
according  to  the  Best  of  ray  Knowledge. 

Jerh  Stiles,  Capt." 

(Jonathan  Wheeler,  Keene,  appears  on  a  later  roll.) 

W^heii  the  news  of  the  battle  reached  New  Hampshire 
the  committee  of  safety  ordered  Col.  Poor  with  nine  com- 
panies  of  his  regiment  to  the  front;  and  Gen.  Folsom 
arrived  at  Med  ford  on  the  20th  and  took  command  of 
the  New  Hampshire  troops.  Poor  was  stationed  at  Med- 
iord,  but  Stark  and  Reed  held  W' inter  hill  and  carried 
forward  their  intrenching;  and  the  works  thrown  up  by 
them  were  more  formidable  and  complete  than  any  others 
on  the  line.    Stark's  regiment  was  considered  the  finest  in 
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the  army,  a  model  in  discipline  and  efficiency,  and  Reed's 
was  one  of  the  best. 

The  British  intrenched  on  Bunker's  hill  and  on  Boston 
Neck;  and  an  attack  was  expected  at  any  time. 

The  quarrel  between  Gen.  Folsom  and  Col.  Stark 
caused  them  both  to  be  passed  by,  and  congress  appointed 
John  SuUivan  the  .brigadier  general  for  New  Hampshire. 
Early  in  Juh%  Gen.  Sullivan  appeared  at  Cambridge  with 
his  appointment  and  wa.s  assigned  to  the  command  of  a 
brigade  composed  of  the  three  New  Hampshire  regiments, 
with  three  others  from  Massachusetts  under  Cols.  Nixon, 
Mansfield  and  Doolittle,  numbering  in  all  about  3,000 
men,  in  the  division  of  Gen.  Charles  Lee,  who  commanded 
the  left  wing  of  the  army.  The  New  Hampshire  regiments 
now  numbered  1,664  men  and  the  whole  army  about 
17,000.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Keene  companj'  was 
transferred  from  Stark's  to  Sargent's  i-egiment,  in  the 
centre  division  of  the  arm}-  under  Gen.  Putnam,  and  was 
stationed  at  Cambridge. 

The  term  of  enlistment  of  our  Keene  men  expired  with 
the  3'ear  and  Col.  Wyman,  with  Capt.  Stiles  and  most  of 
his  men,  came  home. 

The  Sixth  regiment  of  the  state  militia  remained  the 
same  in  extent  of  territory'  as  in  1773,  and  was  still  com- 
manded hy  Col.  Josiah  Willard  of  Winchester,  who  had 
strong  tor}'  proclivities.  To  depose  him  from  that  com- 
mand ajid  yet  not  humiliate  hira  to  the  extent  of  driving 
him  over  to  the  enem}',  the  provincial  congress  divided  his 
regiment  into  three,  forming  all  the  towns  in  the  south- 
west corner  of  Cheshire  countv,  including  Surr}'  and  Gil- 
sum,  into  one  regiment,  numbered  the  Thirteenth,  and 
appointed  Samuel  Ashle}'  of  Winchester  colonel,  Joseph 
Hammond  of  Swanze\^  lieutenant  colonel,  Isaac  Butterlield 
first  major,  and  Timoth}'  Ellis  of  Keene  second  major. i 
The  other  towns  in  Willard's  regiment,  north  of  Westmore- 
land and   Gilsum,  were  formed  into  the  Fifteenth,  with 

1  Those  unmbers  -vt-ere  soon  afterwards  changed.  lu  1770  and  in  17S+ 
Keene,  -nith  all  the  corner  towns,  wa.s  again  in  the  Sixth,  bet  in  1792,  Keene, 
Westmoreland,  Walpole,  Snrry,  Gilsum  and  Snllivan  were  numbered  the  Twenti- 
eth regiment,  while  Hinsdale,  Winchester,  Richmond,  Sw-lnzcy  and  Chesterfield 
retained  the  old  nnmber,  6  ;  and  in  both  cases  the  numbers  remained  the  same 
as  long  as  the  system  lasted. 
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Benjamin  Bellows  of  Walpolc,  colonel ;  and  the  Fourteenth 
was  commanded  by  Col.  Enoch  Hale  of  Rindge. 

During  all  these  months  the  colonies  were  struggling 
with  the  great  ])roblems  of  government  and  carrying  on 
war  witliout  powers  delegated  by  the  people,  or  a  con- 
stitution to  govern  their  conduct.  The  laws  of  the  old 
regime  were  dead  letters,  the  courts  were  suspended,  and 
there  was  great  confusion  and  uncertainty  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  civil  affairs. 

There  was  no  authorized  power  to  issue  money,  but 
monev  must  be  had.  Taxes  were  levied  b}'  the  towns  and 
by  the  colony ;  the  people  were  patriotic  and  disposed  to 
pay,  but  currencj'  was  distressingly  scarce  and  payment 
was  almost  impossible.  The  colon3'  of  New  Hampshire  had 
no  means  of  paying  its  soldiers,  or  of  purchasing  military 
supplies  and  provisions. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1775,  the  convention  at  Exeter 
authorized  its  committee  of  supplies  to  "  Borrow  on  the 
faith  of  this  Colony  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  Thousand 
Pounds  L  M  as  the  Committee  find  necessary  to  answer  the 
directions  from  the  Comm^  of  Safet}^  And  this  Conven- 
tion for  themselves  &  Constituents  plight  their  faith  and 
Estates  to  said  Committee  of  supplies  as  their  Bondmen 
to  all  intents  &  purposes  for  the  payment  of  whatever 
sum  they  hire  or  Borrow  in  consequence  of  this  vote." 
On  the  9th  of  June  the  convention  authorized  the  receiver 
general  of  the  colon3'  "to  give  his  Notes  of  hand  on  the 
faith  of  this  Colony"  for  ten  thousand  and  fifty  pounds, 
and,  in  July,  another  issue  of  ten  thousand  pounds  was 
ordered ;  and  these  emissions  continued  from  time  to  time. 

The  general  congress  had  nothing  but  the  faith  of  the 
people  in  a  tentative  and  unorganized  government  of  a 
rebellion  upon  which  to  base  the  issue  of  money,  but 
"  Necessity  knows  no  law,"  and  in  June  it  issued  $2,000,000 
in  "bills  of  credit,"  followed  soon  afterwards  by  other  is- 
sues. In  these  ways,  notwithstanding  the  disastrous  ex- 
perience of  the  colonies  with  paper  mone^-  in  fonner  years, 
the  people  were  supplied  with  a  transient  currency;  but 
they  were  distrustful  of  it  and  its  value  soon  began  to  de- 
preciate. 
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The  faith  of  the  people  in  their  provincial  congress  be- 
gan to  wane ;  those  congresses  lost  confidence  in  themselves 
and  in  their  power  and  abilitj-  to  provide  a  proper  govern- 
ment for  the  people;  and  for  a  time  that  of  New  Hamp- 
shire declined  to  act.  In  October,  her  delegates  in  the  Con- 
tinental congress  asked  that  New  Hampshire  be  allowed  to 
institute  a  ci^nl  government,  and  on  the  3d  of  November, 
1775,  leave  was  granted  to  call  a  convention  of  representa- 
tives with  power  to  "Establish  such  a  Form  of  Govern- 
ment as  in  their  Judgement  will  best  Produce  the  Happiness 
of  the  People,  &  most  Effectually  Secure  F*eace  and  good 
order  in  the  Province  During  the  Continuance  of  the  Present 
Dispute  between  Great  Britain  &  the  Colonies." 

The  convention  was  called,  each  town  being  allowed 
one  representative  except  the  smaller  ones,  which  were 
classed  in  groups  of  two  or  more,  and  Amherst,  Chester, 
Dover,  Exeter  and  Londonderry^  which  were  allowed  two 
each,  and  Portsmouth  three.  Among  other  rules  for  its 
guidance  it  was  provided :  "That  every  Legal  Inhabitant 
Paying  Taxes  shall  be  a  voter;  That  every  Person  Elected 
shall  have  a  Real  Estate  in  this  Colony'  of  the  value  of 
Two  Hundred  Pounds  lawful  money;  That  no  person  be 
allowed  a  seat  in  congress  who  shall  by  themselves,  or  any 
Person  at  their  Desire  Treat  with  Liquors  &c  an\'  Electors 
with  an  apparent  view  of  gaining  their  Votes,  or  by 
Treating  after  an  Election  on  that  Account."  That  con- 
vention met  on  the  21st  of  December  and  was  called  the 
Fifth  Provincial  congress.  Keene  was  represented  by  Ma- 
jor Timothy  Ellis. 

The  Fourth  Provincial  congress  had  dissolved  on  the 
15th  of  November,  1775,  after  passing  a  resolution  recom- 
mending the  people  to  continue  in  their  usual  methods  of 
conducting  their  town  affairs  under  the  former  laws,  rais- 
ing and  collecting  taxes  and  sustaining  the  action  of  their 
selectmen,  constables  and  other  officers.  It  had  been  in 
session  since  the  17th  of  May  and  had  transacted  a  large 
amount  of  %'ery  important  business,  as  already  stated, 
without  constitutional  law,  but  sustained  hy  the  approval 
of  the  people.  Major  Timothj'  Ellis  represented  Keene  and 
Surry  in  that  congress,  w-as  in  attendance  forty^  days,  and 
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drew  £10  for  attendance  and  ,'J5  for  705  miles  travel  for 
both  towns. 

No  judicial  courts  were  held  in  Cheshire  count\'  from 
1774  to  177S.  and  the  towns,  finding  themselves  under 
no  geiDcral  government,  instituted  governments  of  their 
own  and  enacted  laws  for  the  nianagcnient  of  their  town 
affairs.  Warrants  for  town  meetings  were  headed  sim])l_v, 
CiK-shire,  ss.,  and  were  called  by  the  town  clerk  upon  the 
order  of  the  selectmen. 

A  spirited  town  meeting  was  held  in  Keene  on  the  7th 
of  December,  1775,  Thomas  Baker,  moderator,  and  Silas 
Cooke,  clerk  pro.  tern.  One  of  the  articles  in  the  warrant 
was,  "to  see  if  it  be  the  mind  of  the  town,  that  the  names 
of  those  persons,  who  buy,  sell,  or  make  use  of  bohea  tea, 
be  advertised  in  the  public  prints."  That  article  passed 
in  the  negative;  but  "  Maj'  Ellis  John  Houghton  Eliphalet 
Briggs  Jun'',  Joseph  Blake  and  Daniel  Kingsbur3' "  were 
chosen  "  a  Committee  of  Inspection  to  see  that  the  Resolves 
of  the  Continental  Congress  be  complied  with."  The  meet- 
ing then  "unanimously  adopted  the  following  Resolves, 
which  ma}'  be  ternied  the  Statute  Law  of  Keene." 

"Whereas,  by  the  unha]:)py  disputes  now  subsisting 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies,  the  laws 
of  several  of  them  have  been  entirely  subverted,  or  wholly 
neglected,  to  the  great  detriment  of  societ}',  and  of  individ- 
uals, wherein'  many  disorderly  persons,  taking  undue  advan- 
tage of  the  times,  as  a  cloak  to  ]>ut  their  revengeful  designs 
in  execution,  do  wickedly  and  maliciously  threaten  to  abuse 
and  destro3'  the  persons  and  property  of  many  of  the  good 
and  wholesome  inhabitants  of  the  land,  and  the  Executive 
]50w-er  being  thrown  by;  and  the  Congresses,  neither  Conti- 
nental or  Provincial,  have,  as  yet,  found  out,  or  published, 
an}-  method  or  system  of  government,  for  the  security  of 
our  persons  or  property ;  and  until  such  a  system  as  the}"- 
in  their  wisdom  shall  see  fit,  or  some  other,  be  proposed, — 

"We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Keene,  in  the 
county  of  Cheshire,  and  province  of  New-Hampshire,  legally 
convened,  being  desirous  of  order  and  good  government, 
and  lor  the  security  of  our  lives,  persons  and  property,  do 
pass  the  following  Resolves: 

"1st.  It  is  Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  good 
and  steady  men  of  the  town,  be  chosen  to  act  upon,  and 
a  proper  ofliccr  appointed,  to  prosecute  the  Resolves  here- 
<ifter  mentioned. 
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"  2d.  Whereas,  profane  cursin.s;  and  swearing  are  highly 
provoking  to  Almighty  God,  and  offensive  to  every  true 
Christian,  which  we  fear,  if  not  discountenanced,  wall  pro- 
voke the  Divine  IMajesty  to  bi-ing  heav3^  judgments  upon 
US,  and  still  lieavier,  deliver  us  up  to  the  desire  of  our 
enemies ;  to  prevent  cursing  and  swearing,  be  it  Resolved, 
that  if  any  person,  or  persons,  shall  profanely  curse  or 
swear,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  before  the  committee, 
b}-  sufficient  witnesses,  or  b_v  confession  of  the  part\-,  every 
such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  \niy  to  the  committee,  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  town,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  shillings,  nor  less  than  one ;  according  to  the  repeat- 
edness  of  the  offense;  and  pay  cost  of  prosecution,  which 
cost  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  committee,  before  whom 
the  person  shall  be  convicted;  and  in  case  an3'  person, 
convicted  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums, 
so  forfeited  and  adjudged,  he,  she  or  thex'  shall  be  immedi- 
ately committed  to  the  common  gaol,  not  exceeding  ten 
days,  nor  less  than  three,  for  said  forfeiture,  and  until  he 
pav  all  just  costs. 

"3d.  Whereas,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  everv  per- 
son, of  able  body,  should  betake  himself  to  some  honest 
calling,  and  not  misspend  their  time  in  loitering  and  tip- 
pling, in  licensed  houses,  or  elsewhere,  in  this  town ;  to 
prevent  which, 

"Be  it  Resolved,  that  if  any  person  or  persons,  ht  and 
able  to  work,  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  but  loiter  and  mis- 
spend his  or  their  time,  wander  from  place  to  place,  or 
otherwise  misorder  themselves,  by  drinking  or  tippling  in 
any  of  the  licensed  houses,  or  elsewhere,  in  this  town, 
after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  or  continue  in  any  of  the  afore- 
said houses  above  the  space  of  one  hour,  unless  on  neces- 
sary' business,  all  such  persons,  being  convicted  of  any  of 
the  aforesaid  articles,  before  said  committee,  by  sufficient 
witnesses,  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  -pixy  to 
the  said  committee,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said  town, 
the  sum  of  two  shillings,  and  all  just  costs  of  trial,  which 
shall  be  adjudged  by  said  committee,  and  in  case  anj^ 
person,  convicted  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  sum 
or  sums,  so  forfeited  and  adjudged,  he  or  they-,  shall  be 
committed  to  the  common  gaol,  there  to  remain  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  days,  nor  less  than  three  days,  for  said  for- 
feiture, and  until  he  pay  all  just  costs. 

"4th.  Whereas,  personal  abuse  tends  to  promote  ill 
blood  and  discord  among  society',  to  prevent  which,  be  it 
Resolved,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  smite,  or 
strike,  or  threaten  to  abuse,  or  destroy,  the  person  or 
property  of  another,  he  or  they,  so  offending,  shall,  for  the 
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first  oflTcnsf,  ]iay  to  the  said  committee,  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  said  town,  the  sum  of  five  shiUings,  and  costs  of 
prosecution,  and  double  tliat  sum  for  the  second  offense; 
and  for  the  third,  or  any  after  offense,  shall  l)e  im|)risoned, 
or  publicly  whijit,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee, before  whom  they  are  convicted;  and  in  case  any 
person,  being  convicted  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  pa}' 
the  sum  or  sums,  so  forfeited  and  adjudged,  he  or  the}' 
shall  be  committed  to  the  common  gaol,  there  to  remain, 
not  exceeding  ten  days,  nor  less  than  four,  for  said  for- 
feiture, and  until  he  pa^'  all  just  costs. 

"5th.  Further,  be  it  Resolved,  that  if  an}'  person,  or 
persons,  shall  presume  to  purchase,  or  bring  into  this  town, 
an}'  teas,  ol  what  sort  soever,  until  the  minds  of  the  Con- 
gress, respecting  that  article  shall  be  fully  known,  shall, 
forthwith,  deliver  up  such  teas  to  one  or  more  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  stored  by  them  and  kept  for  the  owner,  until 
the  minds  of  the  Congress  be  known  respecting  that  mat- 
ter; and  in  case  any  person  shall  refuse  to  deliver  up  said 
teas,  the  committee  have  power  to  imprison  him  until  he 
does. 

"6th.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  all  and  ever}'  the 
foregoing  articles,  it  is  Resolved,  that  all  and  each  of  the 
said  committee  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
bring  before  them  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  or 
any  person  residing  in  said  town,  that  shall  offend  in  any 
of  the  foregoing  resolves,  and  upon  his  or  their  own  views, 
or  other  sufficient  conviction  of  an}'  such  offense,  to  im- 
pose the  fine  and  jjcnalty  for  the  same,  and  to  commit  the 
offender  until  it  1)e  satisfied. 

"  7th.  It  is  likewise  Resolved,  that  the  officer  appointed 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  carry  any  person,  that 
shall  be  found  trespassing  in  any  of  the  foregoing  partic- 
ulars, before  said  committee  for  trial,  and  if  need  be,  may 
command  aid  and  assistance  in  discharging  his  trust;  and 
any  person  refusing  to  give  aid  or  assistance,  as  aforesaid, 
he  or  they  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  three  shillings  for  every 
offence,  and  have  their  names  inserted  in  the  public  Ga- 
zette, as  unfriendly  to  good  order. 

"And  all  masters  and  heads  of  families,  in  this  town, 
are  hereby  directed  to  take  effectual  care  that  their  chil- 
dren, servants,  and  others  under  their  immediate  govern- 
ment, do  no  trespass,  in  an}'  of  the  foregoing  particulars. 

"Chose  Thonias  Baker,  Eliphalet  Briggs,  and  Dan 
Guild,  as  a  committee  to  judge,  determine,  and  act  upon 
said  Resolves,  and  put  them  in  execution,  and  chose  Elijah 
Blake  officer  for  the  purpose- mentioned  in  said  Resolves." 

(Annals,  pages  42-44.) 
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"The  town  Yoted,  37  to  27,  to  give  Mr.  John  Remele 
a  call  to  settle  as  a  minister.  They  offered  him  £133  6s. 
Sd.  as  a  settlement,  and  75  pounds  as  a  salary.  His  reply 
\Yas,  '  that  the  town  had  oflcred  generously  enough  for 
his  support,  but  he  could  not  think  it  his  dun'  to  settle  in 
any  place,  where  there  was  so  much  opposition.' 

"It  is  well  remembered  that,  in  the  j'-ear  of  the  l)attle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  Elisha  Briggs  projected,  and  Samuel  Bas- 
sett  and  Aaron  Willson,  by  the  aid  of  a  bee,  excavated, 
the  canal  from  the  poud  on  West-sLreet  to  a  point  on  the 
river  about  a  hundred  rods  below.  The  North  end  of  the 
canal  was  a  few  rods  North  of  the  road,  the  pond  not  then 
extending  as  far  South  as  now.  B3'  shortening  the  dis- 
tance, a  stifficient  fall  was  obtained  to  carry  a  grist-mill 
and  saw-mill.  These  mills  ^  and  the  dam  were  built  b^' 
Elisha  Briggs.  The  grist  mill  was  placed  two  or  three 
rods  North  of  the  road  as  it  now  runs,  and  nearly  North 
of  the  present  grist-mil!;  the  saw  mill  was  placed  where 
the  factor}'  now  stands ;  and  the  dara  where  it  now  is. 
The  mills  were  sold  to  Nathan  Blake,  and  were,  for  some 
time,  known  as  Blake's  Mills.  Briggs  about  this  time, 
projected  and  surveyed  the  canal,  conducting  the  waters 
of  White  Brook  into  Ash  Swamp  Brook." 

(Annals,  pages  4-4-45.) 

Tradition  states,  no  doubt  correctiv,  that  the  barn  — 
still  standing — on  the  "Luther  Nurse  place"  on  Beech  hill, 
was  raised  on  the  day  that  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was 
fought. 

In  August  the  provincial  congress  had  recommended 
to  "the  Select  Men  of  the  several  Towns,  Parishes  and 
other  Places  in  this  Colony,  to  take  an  exact  Number  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  their  respective  Districts,"  in  classes, 
with  the  number  of  firearms  and  poimds  of  powder  on 
hand,  and  the  number  of  firearms  needed,  and  that  an  ac- 
count of  the  whole,  made  under  oath,  "be  returned  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony." 

A  complete  retiirn  was  made  and  Keene  presented  the 
following: 

"  Province  of  New  Hampshire  Keene  Oct^^  25  1775  in 
Complyence  to  a  Recommend  from  the  Honorable  Provin- 
tial  Congress  of  August  25,  1775  We  here  Transmitt  a 
True  account  of  the  Number  ol  Souls,  fire  arms  gun  Pow- 
der &c  in  the  town  of  Keen. 


1  A  piece  of  the  old  vrater-wheel  put  in  by  Elisha  Briggs  may  still  be  seen 
at  Faulkner  &  Colony's  mills. 
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Males  under  IG  years  of  age  174- 

IMnlcs  from  10  \cars  to  50,  not  in  the  army. ...140 

All  Males  nljove  50  years  of  age  24 

Persons  in  the  arm}'  31 

All  lernales  387 

7561 

fire  arms  72 

Gun  }\)\vcler  Privit  Stock  22  lb 

Guns  wanting  92 

Town  Stoek  of  Powder  90  lb 

N.  B.    No  Negroes  nor  Slaves  ^  for  life 


Benja  Osgood  |  Selectmen 
Tho'^  Baker     j   of  Kcene." 

iSwrinzCY  rctnrncd  G47 ;  Walpoic,  65S ;  Wincbcstcr,  723;  WcRtinorelaiid, 
758;  Ruhiuoiid,  ><6();  Che.<terfi«k1.  1,059  ;  Concord,  1,0.52;  Hxcttr,  1 .7 41 ;  Ports- 
nioiitli,  -l-,.")90;  and  the  colony  of  Ktw  Ilatnpshire,  82.200. 

2  Portsmouth  returned  14-0  slaves,  lixetcr  .^S,  Somcrsworth  30,  Londonderry 
20,  Dover  2f>,  lireenland  21,  Concord  14,  Hanortr  1<),  Pcttrboro  S.  Walpole 
and  Winchester  2  each.  Dublin  1.  In  the  colony  there  were  upwards  of  600, 
rind  in  New  England,  16,000. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


REVOLUTIONARY  WAR- COXTINUED. 
1776-1  777. 

Oil  the  5th  of  Jaiiuar_v,  1776,  the  IVovincial  congress 
took  up  the  matter  of  estabhshing  a  temporar}-  civil  gov- 
ernment for  the  colonj',  and  "Resolved  That  this  Congress 
Assume  the  Name,  Power  &  Authority  of  a  house  of  Rep- 
resentatives or  Assenil^ly  for  the  Colony  of  New  Hamp- 
shire." A  council  of  twelve  members  was  provided  for, 
to  be  elected  in  the  first  instance  by  that  house,  afterwards 
by  the  people.  Samuel  Ashley  of  Winchester  and  Benjamin 
Giles  of  Newport  were  chosen  for  Cheshire  count^^  In  de- 
fault of  a  governor,  the  two  houses  assumed  the  executive 
duties  during  the  session,  and  invested  the  committee  of 
safety  with  that  power  during  the  recess.  Precepts  for 
elections  were  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  council  and 
assembh",  signed  b\'  the  president  of  the  council  and  the 
speaker  of  the  house.  Mesech  Weare  was  chosen  president 
of  the  council  and  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety, 
and  thus  became  acting  governor.  He  was  also  appointed 
chief  justice  of  the  superior  court  of  judicature. 

On  the  12th  of  April  that  committee  of  safety  sent  to 
the  selectmen  of  each  town  the  "AssociATiON  Test," 
which  is  given  in  the  Annals  of  Keene  as  follows : 

To  the  Selectmen  of  Keene. 

COLONY  OF  NEW  HAMPSIIIRK. 

IN  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY, 
April  12th,  1776. 
In  order  to  carry  the  underwritten  RESOLVE  of  the 
Hon'ble  Congress  into  Execution,  You  arc  requested  to  de- 
sire all  Males  above  Twenty -One  Years  of  Age,  (Lunaticks, 
Idiots,  and  Negroes  excepted,)  to  sign  to  the  DECLARA- 
TION on  this  paper;  and  when  so  done  to  make  return 
hereof,  together  with  the  Name  or  Names  of  all  who  shall 
refuse  to  sign  the  same,  to  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colonv. 

M.  WEARE,  Chairman. 
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IN  CONOR BSS,  Makcii  14-lh,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  it  he  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions  .'ind  Councils,  or  Committees  of 
Safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to  cause  all 
])ersons  to  be  disrinncd,  within  their  respective  Colonics, 
w  ho  are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  AMERICA, 
Or  who  h.'ive  not  associated,  and  refuse  to  associate,  to  de- 
fend by  ARMS  the  United  Colonies,  a.a:ainst  the  Hostile 
Attempts  of  the  British  l^'lects  and  Armies. 

Extinct  from  the  Mimites, 
(COPY.)  CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Secy. 

In  conscrpience  of  the  aboA'e  Resolution,  of  the  Hon. 
Continental  CONGRESS,  and  to  show  our  Deteniiination 
in  joining  our  An)erican  Brethren,  in  defending  the  Lives, 
Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  UNITED 
COLONIES: 

We  the  Subscribers,  do  hereby  soleinnh'^  engage,  and 
promise,  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  Power,  at  the 
Risque  of  our  Lives  and  Fortunes,  with  ARAIS  oppose  the 
Hostile  Proceedings  of  the  British  Fleets  and  Armies  against 
the  United  American  COLONIES. 


Thomas  Frink, 
Nathan  Biake, 
EliphaJet  Rrigj^s,  Jr., 
Josiah  Kicliardson, 
Jose]ih  Blake, 
Daniel  Kni;rsi)iiry, 
I>aii  Guitci, 
Eli  Alctcnir. 
Icbahod  Fisher, 
Thomas  Wilder, 
'I'iinothv  Ellis, 
Gideon  TiiTanv, 
Jesse  JIhU, 
Midiacl  Metc'ilf, 
Jesse  Cl.-trk, 
Gideon  Ellis,  Jr., 
David  N'inis,  jr., 
A!)rah;irn  Wheeler. 
William  Ellis, 
Joshua  Ossrood, 
Nathaisiel  K!nj;sbur3-, 
Reuben  I,)aiiic!s, 
Reuben  Partridge, 
Cepliab  Clark, 
Ebenezer  Carfieiiter, 
Timothy  Ellis.  Jr., 
Eiiakiin  Xiir.s, 
Caleb  Ellis, 
Joseph  Willsoii, 
Davis  Howlett, 
Timoth_y  Ellis,  ye  3d, 
Benjamin  Willis, 


•   Isaac  W"yman, 
;  DaTid  Foster, 
;   E])hrnini  Dormaii, 
\  Seth  lleaton, 
i  Andrew  Balcli, 
I  Gideon  Ellis, 
i  Thomas  Bnker, 

Kenjamiii  Archer, 

Joseph  Ellis, 

Simeon  Washburn, 

Zadoc  Xims, 

Isaac  Clark, 

Bartholomew  Grimes, 

David  Willson, 

Benjamin  I'alch, 

Ebenezer  Da}', 

John  Dickson. 

Naboih  Bettison, 

Abraham  Wheeler, Jr., 

James  Wright, 
j  John  Houj^hton, 

Silas  Cook, 
I  Nathan  Rlake,  Jr., 
I  Nath.an  Kisgf;, 
:   Stephen  Larrabee, 

Robert  S))eucer, 

Ebenezer  Cook, 

Joshua  Ellis, 
I  Jotham  Metealf, 
I   Moses  Marsh, 

Simeon  Clark.  Jr., 
'   Benjamin  Ellis, 


I  David  Nims, 

I   Elish.'i  BrigjfS, 

\  Benjamin  Archer,  Jr., 

\  Samuel  Wood, 
Eliphalet  Bripgs, 
Nathaniel  Briggs, 
Elijah  Blake, 
L'ri.ah  Willson, 
John  Lc  Bourveau, 
David  Foster,  Jr., 
Aaron  Graj',  Jr., 

'  John  Daniels, 

i  Samuel  Daniels, 

;  Jedediah  Carpenter, 

!  William  Goodcnough, 
A  din  Hoi  brook, 
Hezekiah  Man, 
Jeremiah  Stiles, 
Samuel  Hall, 
Jonathan  Archer, 
Abraham  Pond, 
Silas  French, 
Eliphalet  Carpenter, 
Benjamin  Willard, 
Jacob  Town, 
John  Da3', 
Peter  Kicc, 
Isaac  Estj-, 
Jonathan  Dvvinell, 
Thomas  Dwinell, 
John  Connolly, 
Abijah  Wilder, 
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Samuel  Chapman, 
1olin  P.alch, 
Aliijah  IMetcalf, 
Henry  Ellis, 
Luther  Bragg, 
Selh  Heatoii.  Jr., 
Josiah  Ellis, 
Benjamin  Osgood, 
Ebeiiezer  Newton, 
Daniel  Willson. 
Ezra  Harrcy, 
David  Harris, 
Obadiah  Blake,  Jr., 


Asahel  Blake, 
Samiiel  Bassett, 
Jedediah  Wcllman, 
Jonathan  Heaton, 
Simeoti  Ellis. 
Btrijamin  Ellis, 
James  Crossfleid, 
Joseph  Ellis,  Jr., 
Thomas  Baker.  Jr., 
Thomas  Wells, 
Achilles  ^Maosneld, 
Koyal  Blake. 
vVilHam  Or.av, 


Zadoc  Wlieeier, 
Daniel  Snow, 
William  Nelson, 
Israel  Houghton, 
William  Woods, 
Asaj>h-  Nichols, 
Elisha  Ellis, 
Thomas  Fields, 
Michael  Sprought, 
Benjamin  Tiffany, 
James  Eddy. 


Agreeabh-  to  the  within  direction,  we  have  requested 
all  iu  this  Town  to  sign,  as  herein  set  forth;  and  hereto 
annexed  the  names  of  ail  those  who  Refuse  to  sign  the 
within  Declaration,  viz; 


ilaj.  Josiah  Willard, 
Lt.  Benjamin  Hall. 
Dr.  Josiah  Pomeroy, 
Samuel  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Gilman, 


John  White, 
I.v!ea;^er  Sanirer, 
At>ner  Sanger. 
Tiiomas  Cutter, 
James  Perkins, 


Benjamin  Osgood,  Jr. 
John  Swan, 
James  Hunt. 


ELIPHALET  BRIGGS,  Jr., 
JOSIAH  RICHARDSON, 
JOSEPH  BLAKE, 
DANIEL  KINGSBURY, 


Selectmen 
of  the  Town  of 
Keene. 


Onh'  773  persons  in  the  colony,  then  numbering  80,000 
inhabitants,  refused  to  sign ;  bttt  in  most  cases  those  w'cre 
the  wealthy  and  influential  men. 

The  legislature  called  upon  the  towns  for  recommenda- 
tions of  persons  for  justices  of  the  peace.  On  the  23d  of 
April,  Kcene  voted  unanimously  to  recommend  Col.  Isaac 
Wyman,  and  he  w^as  appointed  on  the  11th  of  June. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1775,  the  Indians  had 
threatened  the  Connecticut  valle\-,  and  Capt.  Timoth}^ 
Bedel  of  Bath  had  been  authorized  to  raise  a  company  of 
rangers  for  its  protection.  The  company  was  cifterwards 
increased  to  a  battalion  and  later  to  a  regiment.  Bedel 
was  appointed  colonel,  with  orders  to  join  the  northern 
army.  In  February,  John  Griggs,  as  second  lieutenant,  and 
Elisha  Willis,  Benjamin  Hall  and  Joseph  Gray  as  privates, 
all  from  Stiles'  disbanded  company,  and  William  Hard- 
wick,  also  of  Keene,  enlisted  irs  the  company  of  Capt. 
Jason  Wait  of  Alstead,  in  Bedel's  regiment. 

Early  in  March,  Washington  seized  Dorchester  Heights 
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and  (.oniiKllcd  the  British  to  evacuate  Boston.  They  left 
the  city  on  the  ITtli,  and  on  the  18th,  Washington  "started 
five  of  his  best  regiments,"  of  which  Stark's  was  one,  on 
their  march  .to  New  York.  On  the  27th,  Sulh'van  followed 
with  the  remainder  of  his  brigade;  and  soon  after  his 
arrival  was  sent,  with  all  his  New  Hampshire  regiments 
and  some  others,  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  North,  which 
was  slowly  retreating  from  Quebec.  Small  pox  had  broken 
out  in  that  army  and  it  was  suffering  terribh'  from  that 
disease.  A  jiart  of  Bedel's  regiment  was  captured  at  a 
place  called  "The  Cedars."  Upon  the  death  of  Gen. 
Thomas,  from  small  pox,  the  command  of  that  army 
devolved  upon  Gen.  Sullivan.  He  continued  to  retire 
slowly  upon  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga.  The  British 
army  that  opposed  him  was  increased,  and  the  approach 
of  so  large  a  force  caused  great  alarm  througliout  New 
England,  particularly  as  bands  of  Indians  now  hovered  on 
our  frontiers  and  threatened  to  renew  their  barbarous 
atrocities. 

Warnings  and  appeals  for  protection  poured  in  upon 
the  legislature.  Upon  a  requisition  of  the  Continental 
congress  the  New  Hampshire  legislature,  on  the  14th  of 
June,  resolved:  "That  there  be  forthwith  raised  and 
equipped  in  this  Colon}'  a  Regiment  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  men  including  officers  —  and  that  each  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  soldier  receive  a  bountj'  of  Six  Pounds" 
—  afterward  changed  to  $20  and  one  month's  advance  pay. 
On  the  20th,  Col.  Isaac  W^-man  of  Keene  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  that  regiment.  It  consisted  of  nine 
companies,  was  destined  for  service  in  the  northern  arm}-, 
and  its  rendezvous  was  Haverhill,  on  the  Connecticut 
river.  Joseph  Senter  of  Moultonborough  was  appointed 
lieutenant  colonel;  Stephen  Peabody  of  Amherst,  major; 
Dr.  Calvin  Frink  of  Swanzey,  son-in-law  of  Col.  Wyman, 
surgeon ;  and  Isaac  Temple  of  Alstead,  adjutant. 

Col.  Wyman's  captains  were: 

1.  ■\VilliajTi  Harper  of  Brentwood.  G.  Joseph  Dearborn,  Chester. 

2.  ^\3lli.-j^l  SliLsou,  Hopkiiiton.  7.  Joseph  Chandler,  Epping. 

3.  James  SheponJ,  Cauterbtirv.  S.  Joseph  Parker,  New  Ipswich. 

4.  John  Drew,  liarrington.  9.  William  Barron,  Merrimack. 

5.  Samnel  Wetherbee.'Charlestown. 
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John  Kilbui'n,  of  Gilsura,  was  first  lieutenant  and 
Davis  Hewlett,  of  Keene,  second  lieutenant  under  Capt. 
Wetherbee;  and  sixteen  men  from  Keene  enlisted  with 
Lieutenant  Howlett  in  that  company,  namely,  Sergeants 
Ebenezer  Carpenter  and  Isaac  Griswold ;  Corporal  Robert 
Worsle3' ;  and  Privates  William  Stanwood,  Aaron  Willson, 
Isaac  Clark,  John  Swan,  John  (P.)  Blake,  Thomas  Wilder, 
James  Hall,  Jesse  Wheeler,  Samuel  Osgood,  Joshua  Ellis, 
Eliakim  Nims,  Joseph  Thatcher^  and  Jonathan  Heaton.i 

On  the  11th  of  July,  the  committee  of  safety  sent  Col. 
Wyman  his  commission  and  urged  him  to  push  forward 
to  Crown  Point  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  That  Col. 
W^yman  was  held  in  high  esteem  is  e\ndent  from  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  choice  of  the  legislature  in  preference  to 
several  other  strong  candidates  who  were  urged  for  the 
place. 

Some  of  the  men  were  transferred  from  the  service  on 
the  New  Hampshire  coast,  in  which  they  had  previously 
enlisted.  Capt.  Barron  moved  his  company  from  Merri- 
mack, July  22,  to  Millikin's  tavern  in  W'ilton,  where  re- 
cruits joined  him,  and  the  nest  da}-  they  marched  to  Dub- 
lin. On  the  25th,  they  marched  through  Keene  to  Wal- 
pole,  and  on  the  26th  reached  No.  4,  where  the}'  met  other 
companies  of  the  regiment,  and  other  troops  from  Massa- 
chusetts moving  to  the  front.  William  Hardwick  of  Keene 
was  a  member  of  Capt.  Barron's  company. 

Col.  Wyman  collected  his  regiment  at  Charlestown  and 
marched  thence  with  his  nine  companies,  on  the  1st  of 
August,  to  join  the  army  at  Crown  Point,  following  the 
road  made  in  the  last  French  and  Indian  war,  and  encamp- 
ing that  night  at  Springfield,  Vt.  On  the  6th  they  reached 
Skeensboro  (Whitehall),  where  the  regiment  was  stationed 
for  a  time,  to  avoid  the  contagion  of  small  pox  with  which 
the  northern  army  was  still  sorelv  afflicted.  D\'senter\'  and 
*' putrid  fever"  had  also  broken  out  among  those  troops, 
and  "it  was  computed,  that  of  the  (three  veteran)  New- 
Hampshire  regiments,  nearly  one-third  part  died  this  3'ear 
from  sickness."    (Belknap's  Histor}-  of  New  Hampshire, 

I  Hcaton  is  on  the  roll  as  from  Stirrr,  bnt  he  belonged  to  the  militia  cotn- 
pany  here  in  1773,  and  sifrned  the  "Association  Test"  in  1776  as  .1  citizen  of 
Keene.  Thatcher  appears  to  have  been  transferred  from  Wingate's  regiment  to 
Wyman's. 
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vol.  2,  j)ai,'e  4-10.)  Ainon^  thcui  was  young  Joseph  Gray  of 
Keeue.  Thomas  WiUler  of  Wetlierljcc's  company,  Wyman's 
reg-iiiicnt,  died  of  small  jxix  before  the  recruits  left  Kecne. 
Col.  James  Reed  suffered  so  severely  from  sickness  that  he 
became  totally  blind  and  was  com])elled  to  retire  from  the 
service  at  the  close  of  that  year.  lie  was  a  brave  and  capa- 
ble officer  and  congress  promoted  him  to  be  brigadier  gen- 
eral. Being  loath  to  quit  the  service  he  remained  with  his 
troops  thrcnigh  the  summer  and  ?iutumn,  and  commanded 
a  1)rigade  for  a  short  time  at  Ticonderoga.  ^  Major  Alex- 
ander Scammel,  promoted  to  colonel,  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  his  regiment,  with  Andrew  Colbuni,  of  Marlboro, 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  Capt.  Henry  Dearborn  ])romoted  to 
major. 

On  the  9th  of  .August,  Col.  Wyman  left  Skeensboro 
with  his  regiment  to  "Joyn  Gen.  Reed's  Brigade"  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Independence. 

The  fear  of  an  Indian  raid  increased  now  that  our  arm3'- 
had  withdrawn  from  Canada,  and  the  people  of  Keene  and 
all  through  the  Connecticut  vallcw  were  in  a  state  of 
alarm  lest  the  frightful  scenes  of  former  years  should  be 
repeated.  Gen.  Sullivan,  1)efore  he  was  superseded  by  Gen. 
Gates,  had  sent  Col.  Wait  with  200  men  to  Onion  river 
to  protect  our  frontier;  and  the  legislature  authorized  the 
raising  of  three  corrqianies  of  fifty  men  each  from  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  colony  for  the  same  purpose. 

On  the  3d  of  Juh-  the  legislature  had  voted  to  raise 
1,500  men  to  reinforce  the  northern  army,  and  apportioned 
the  quotas  to  be  furnished  by  each  militia  regiment  in  the 
colonv,  that  of  Col.  Ashley's  being  100  men.  From  those 
recruits  a  regiment  of  eight  companies  was  organized  in 
Jtih'  and  August  and  sent  forward  to  Ticonderoga,  to  serve 
five  months.  Joshua  Wingate  of  Stratliam  was  appointed 
colonel,  and  the  rendezvous  was  at  Charlestown.  In  Capt. 
Hum])hrey's  company  of  that  regiment  were  Benjamin 
Ellis,  .sergeant,  and  Naboth  Bettison,  Daniel  Willson,  Henry 
Ellis,  .Abraham  Grifhn  and  Joseph  Thatcher,  privates,  all 
of  Keene.  Thatcher  appears  to  have  been  transferred  to 
Wyman's  regiment. 


I  l.ieat.  fairton's  Diary. 
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On  the  4t]i  of  July  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was 
signed  and  "Within  fourteen  days  it  was  pubh'shed  b}' heat 
of  drums  in  ali  the  shire  towns  of  New  Hampshire."  (Iklk- 
nap's  History  of  New  Hampshire,  voh  2,  page  4-05.)  It 
was  received  b^v  the  army,  the  legislatures  and  tlie  people 
with  great  rejoicing.  Tliat  declaration  brouglit  great  en- 
couragement to  the  patriots,  gave  them  a  nsore  definite 
object  for  carrying  on  the  war,  and  united  them  in  a  com- 
mon cause.  That  object  had  now  come  to  be  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  nation  of  their  own  under  democratic  rule; 
the  dreaded  alternative  was  the  fn.te  of  concjuered  rebels. 
There  could  be  no  more  powerful  incentive  to  fjght;  no 
sharper  spur  to  endure  hartlsliip  and  privation. 

When  the  news  of  the  signing  of  tlie  Declaration  reached 
Keene,  steps  were  at  once  taken  to  celebrate  the  occasion; 
and  the  following  storx-  in  connection  is  told  by  Col.  Rush 
C.  Hawkins  of  New  York  in  his  biographical  sketch  of  Rev. 
Aaron  Hutchinson,  a  very  learned  and  acconri^Hshed  divine 
of  that  period.  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  |)reached  in  both  Graf- 
ton, Mass.,  and  Pomfret,  \'t.,  ttnd  wliile  on  ii  journey  from 
the  former  to  the  latter  place,  "when  the  family  arrived 
at  Keene,  the  citizens  of  that  town  had  just  heard  of  the 
signing  of  the  Declaration  of  In<lepenuence  at  Philadelphia 
and  were  assembled  iri  an  ojien  lot  (doubtless  on  tlie 
'Green')  for  a  celel)ration  of  that  patriotic  event.  They 
had  erected  a  liberty  pole  for  whicii  a  !lag  had  l:>een  pro- 
vided. l.)ut  as  they  had  no  halyards  there  was  no  way  of 
fastening  it  to  the  top  of  the  pole  except  by  climbing,  and 
a  Spanish  silver  ]7iece  then  in  tise,  of  the  present  value  of 
twenty-five  cents,  was  offered  to  any  one  brave  enough  to 
undertake  the  perilous  act.  Greatly  to  the  surprise  of  those 
assembled,  a  little  stripling  of  a  boy,  only  nine  3-ears  old, 
came  forward  and  said  he  would  like  to  tr_v.  At  first  no 
one  was  willing  to  allow  such  a  j)uny  specimen  of  a  child 
to  run  the  risk  he  proposed,  but  upon  the  assurance  of 
Mr.  Hutchinson  that  his  'little  Alec'  was  a  cool-headed 
boy  and  could  be  trusted,  he  was  allowed  to  make  the  at- 
tempt to  carry  the  flag  as  near  the  top  as  possible.  He 
.succeeded  in  taking  it  to  n  point  where  the  pole  was  so 
slender  that  it  bent  under  his  weight,  but  the  courage  and 
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coolness  of  the  hoy  avcrtcil  a  ]jc'nding  danger  and  crowned 
his  bold  effort  with  success.  He  descended  amid  the  plau- 
dits of  the  multitude  and  received  the  jironiised  compensa- 
tion." 

A  town  meeting  on  the  2d  of  August  chose  Ca])t.  Eliph- 
alet  Briggs,  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  Keeiie,  a  delegate 
to  a  convention  of  the  committees  of  safety  in  the  county 
to  be  held  at  Walpole  on  the  6th,  "To  Consult  and  agree 
upon  such  Methods  as  shall  then  be  thought  Necessar}'  for 
the  General  Good  and  Our  Mutual  Defence  and  Safety." 

The  legislature  had  adjourned  from  the  Gth  of  July  to 
the  4th  of  September.  On  the  10th,  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, which  had  been  received  during  the  recess,  was 
read  in  the  house,  and  the  following  resolution  was  imme- 
diatel}"^  passed : 

"Voted  and  Resolved,  That  this  Colony  Assume  and 
take  upon  themselves  the  Name  &  Stile  of  NEW  HAMP- 
SHIRE, and  that  all  Communications,  Writs,  Processes  & 
all  Law  Proceedings  which  heretofore  were  made  &  issued 
in  the  Name  &  Stile  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  or 
the  Name  &  Stile  of  the  Colony  of  New  Hampshire,  shall 
henceforth  be  made  &  issued  in  the  Name  &  Stile  of  the 
STATE  of  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  and  not  otherwise."  And 
the  council  concurred. 

On  the  14th  a  convention  of  both  houses  voted  to  raise 
1,000  men  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York  under  Wash- 
ington, to  be  divided  into  two  regiments  of  eight  com- 
panies each.  The  colonelcy  of  one  of  those  regiments  was 
given  to  Thomas  Tash  of  Durham,  that  of  the  other  to 
"  Dea."  Nahura  Baldwin  of  Amherst.  The  men  were  enlisted 
for  three  months  and  were  paid  a  bounty  of  $20.  The 
two  regiments  were  promptly  raised  and  marched  via  Hart- 
ford, New  Haven,  and  Stamford,  Ct.  Baldwin's  regiment 
joined  the  main  army  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  White 
Plains,  Oct.  2S.  Capt.  John  Houghton,  of  Keene,  com- 
manded the  Gth  company  in  that  regiment,  and  the  enlisted 
men  from  Keene  were  Samuel  Bassett,  Caleb  Ellis,  John 
Lebourveau,  Obadiah  Blake,  Jr.,  James  Eddy,  Samuel  Hall, 
John  Dickson  and  Ziba  Hall.  The  regiment  w^as  mustered 
out  early  in  December. 

The  alarm  for  the  safety  of  Ticonderoga  continued,  and 
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in  October,  Cols.  Ashley  and  Bellows  marched  from  Chesh- 
ire county  to  reinforce  Gen.  Gates,  each  with  six  companies 
of  his  regiment  of  militia.  Col.  Chase,  of  Cornish,  also 
marched  with  two  companies  of  his  regiment,  and  Col. 
Enoch  Hale  of  Rindge  sent  two  of  his  companies,  under 
Lt.  CoL  Thomas  Heald.  The  men  from  Keene  in  that  cam- 
paign were  Stephen  Griswold,  ^  lieutenant,  and  Thomas 
Morse,  private,  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Isaac  Davis; 
Michael  Metcalf,  lieutenant,  Timothy  Ellis,  Jr.,  sergeant, 
David  Wilson,  corporal,  and  Cephas  Clark,  John  Balch, 
Jacob  Town,  Michael  Sprout,  2  Aaron  Gra}',  Silas  French, 
Thomas  Field,  Adin  Holbrook,  Reuben  Partridge,  Robert 
Spencer,  Abraham  Wheeler,  and  Jonathan  W'heeler,  privates 
in  the  company  of  Capt.  Joseph  Whitcomb  of  Swanzey; 
and  Ephraim  Witherell  and  Daniel  Snow,  Jr.,  in  the  com- 
pany of  Capt.  Joseph  Burt;  all  in  Col.  Ashley's  regiment. 

No  record  of  the  particular  movements  of  those  troops 
has  been  found,  but  at  the  close  of  the  campaign  the  fol- 
lowing letter  of  thanks  was  received  from  Gen.  Gates: 

"Ticonderoga  Nov.  9th  1776. 

"Gentlemen  —  I  return  you,  and  the  officers  &  soldiers 
of  the  Regiments  under  your  command,  m^'  sincere  thanks 
for  the  Spirit  and  Expedition  both  you  &  they  have  shewn 
in  marching  upon  the  first  alarm,  upwards  of  one  hundred 
&  fifty  miles,  to  the  support  of  this  important  pass,  when 
threatened  with  an  immediate  attack  from  the  Enemy's 
Arm\-.  I  now  dismiss  3'ou  with  the  Honour  you  have  so 
well  deserved.  I  further  Certif\%  that  neither  5-ou  nor  any 
under  j'our  command,  have  received  any  pay  or  reward 
from  me  for  your  services  upon  this  occasion ;  that  I  leave 
to  be  settled  by  the  General  Congress  with  the  Convention 
of  your  State.    With  great  respect, 

"I  am.  Gentlemen  your  most  obed^ 

Hum'^'  Serv* 
Horatio  Gates. 
"To  Colonel  Ashlej'  &  Colonel  Bellows  commanding 
the  Regiments  of  Militia  from  the  Count}'  of  Cheshire,  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire." 

In  September,  congress  voted  to  raise  eighty-eight  bat- 
talions of  troops,  by  enlistments  and  reenlistments,  to  serve 

1  Stephen  Griswold's  name  appears  on  the  records  for  a  lonp;  term  of  years 
as  a  citizen  of  Kecnc  —  moderator  of  town  meetings,  <-ind  holding  otlier  town 
offices.    He  was  at  one  time  a  selectman  of  Gilsiim. 

2  Michael  Sprout  belonged  in  Packer.sfield,  Vuit  enlisted  from  Kccnc. 


L'12  lilSrnK)-  <■>!'  KHRSE. 

tliron.LTh  the  w  ar.  Xcw  Hajiip^liirc's  (jiiota  was  three  bat- 
talions. The  .irovernmeiit  offered  a  liovmty  of  $20  in  inone\- 
and  a  qrant  of  100  acres  of  land  to  each  enlisted  man; 
with  an  increase  m  land  to  ofricers  accordin;.:  to  rank,  a 
captain  to  receiA'C  HOO  acres,  a  colonel  500.  Tlie  tJiree  New 
Hamjjshire  regiments  of  Stark,  Poor  and  Reed  (now  Scara- 
niel)  were  reorganized,  many  of  the  otficers  and  men  re- 
enlisted,  and  recruiting  offices  were  soon  afterward  opened 
to  complete  their  numbers. 

Tlie  legislature  met  in  Xovember,  and  voted  to  raise 
another  reiuforcemcnt  of  1,000  men  for  Washington's  army, 
500  men  to  be  drafted  at  once  from  the  militia  regiments, 
organized  into  a  reginjent  of  eight  companies  under  Col. 
David  Gilnian,  of  Pembroke,  and  sent  forward  immediately. 
In  that  legislature,  ^Xlajor  Timothy-  Ellis  of  Keene  served 
on  several  important  committees,  and  when  he  returned 
home  he  brought  a  large  sum  of  mone\'  to  the  recruiting 
officers  iu  this  part  of  the  state.  Capt.  PVancis  Towue,  of 
Kindge,  with  Sainticl  Wright  of  Swanzey,  hrst  lieutenant, 
raised  a  company-  of  Cheshire  county  men.  Zadock  Wheeler, 
of  Keene,  was  a  sergeant  and  Samuel  Heaton,  of  Keene,  a 
corporal  in  that  compruiy.  The  regiment  vcas  mustered 
Dec.  5,  went  itiimediately  to  the  front,  was  in  the  battles 
of  Trenton  and  Princeton  and  remained  iu  the  service  be- 
yond its  term  —  with  the  other  Xew  Hampshire  regiments, 
all  re-enlisting  for  six  weeks,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Washington  —  until  the  12th  of  March. 

Early  in  December  another  alarm  spread  through  New- 
England  in  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  the  British 
fleet  oil  the  coast,  apparently  with  the  intention  of  land- 
ing troops.  On  the  10th.  the  legislature  "Voted,  That  Gen. 
Foisom  be  and  hereby  is  Directed  to  order  all  the  militia 
of  this  State  instantly  to  ].)repare  themselves  with  all  nec- 
essary warlike  accoutrements  &  six  daj-s  Provisions  —  as 
an  order  for  their  marching  niajv  follow  this  iu  Twenty- 
four  hours."  But  marching  orders  did  not  come  at  that 
time. 

The  arrny  at  this  period  was  in  a  deplorable  condition, 
and  ihe  outlook  of  piublic  affairs  was  so  gloomy  that  con- 
gress recommended  all  the  states  to  appoint  a  "  Da\'  of 
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Solemn  Fasting  and  Humiliation."  The  New  Hampshire 
legislature  adopted  tbe  recommendation,  and  on  the  13th 
of  December  "dissolved,"  Avitb  tlie  invocation,  "God  save 
the  United  States  of  America." 

The  three  New  Hampshire  regiments  of  Stark,  Poor 
and  Scammell  bad  left  the  northern  army  on  the  16th  of 
November,  marched  down  the  Hudson  river,  crossed  the 
country-  through  New  jersev  and  Pennsylvania,  and  joined 
Washington  on  the  20th  of  December,  in  time  to  take  a 
leading  part  in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton. 
Though  worn  with  fatigue  and  almost  destitute  of  cloth- 
ing in  that  inclement  season,  the^-  were  counted  l)y  Wash- 
ington among  the  best  troops  of  bis  arm}',  and  their  arri- 
val gave  him  great  satisfaction.  At  Trenton  the  main 
column  of  attack  was  commanded  by  Sullivan,  and  led  b\' 
Stark  with  his  Xew  Hampshire  men ;  and,  according  to 
Gen.  Sullivan's  account  of  the  battle,  the  same  Xew  Hamp- 
shire regiments,  with  Gilmau's  added,  saved  the  day  at 
Princeton.  Wingate's  regiment  left  the  northern  army  for 
home  on  the  20tli  of  November;  and  Wyman's  on  the 
22d.  via  Rutland  and  Cavendish,  and  were  discharged  on 
the  1st  of  December. 

Early  in  1776,  3,Ir.  E1>enezer  Day,  who  lived  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  died,  at  the  age  of  66,  and  was 
the  first  to  be  buried  in  the  north  bur3'ing-ground,  the  land 
for  which  bad  been  given  b_v  Capt.  Jolm  Houghton  —  who 
lived  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  —  from  ofT  his  farm, 
deeded  to  him  b\-  his  father,  Israel  Houghton. 

During  the  year  the  small  pox  had  pirevailed,  not  onh' 
in  the  army  but  in  many  of  the  towns  and  settlements. 
There  had  been  cases  of  it  in  this  town  in  the  previous 
year,  and  private  hospitals  had  ])een  esta])lished  b}'  some 
of  the  resident  physicians.  Inocuhition  was  just  then  com- 
ing into  practice,  but  the  physicians,  without  experience, 
were  not  always  successful  in  its  use,  and  the  people  were 
generalh-  opposed  to  it.  This  j-car  the  disease  became  epi- 
demic, largely  in  consequence,  as  was  believed,  of  the  im- 
proper management  of  those  hospitals.  The  same  condi- 
tions existed  in  other  towns,  particularly  at  Charlestown, 
the  rendezvous  of  the  troops  enlisted  for  the  army ;  and 
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complaints  came  from  those  connected  with  that  .ser\nce  of 
the  inoculations  at  Kcenc.  A  town  meeting  was  lield  on 
the  27th  of  Septen)ber  to  consider  the  subject.  Capt. 
Eliphalct  Briggs  was  chosen  moderator,  and  resolutions 
were  passed  and  strict  regulations  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  hospitals  in  town. 

In  Xovember,  the  following  petition  was  sent  to  the 
legislature ; 

"To  the  Honorable  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  New  llamjishire.  The  petition  of  tis 
the  Sul)scribers  Freeholders  of  the  Town  of  Keen  in  the 
County  of  Cheshire  Humbh-  Sheweth  — 

"  Whearas  Sundry  I'ersons  have  Set  up  houses  in  this 
Town  for  the  purpose  of  Inoculating  for  the  Small  pox, 
hy  which  ]\Teans  the  Small  pox  has  been  Spread  and  Still 
Continues  to  spread  in  this  and  other  Towns,  to  the 
Great  Determent  of  the  publick  Good  —  and  a  Number  of 
Useful  members  of  Society  have  lost  their  Lives  thereb}' 
and  the  prosecution  of  mens  Necessar}'  Callings  Rendered 
Dangerous  —  and  the  Repeated  Endeavour  of  the  Towns  to 
lay  Persons  Concer''^  under  proper  Restrictions  and  Regu- 
lations—  have  been  inefectual  We  therefore  3'our  Petitioners 
humbh'  Vray  that  you  would  in  Your  wisdom  So  Inter- 
pose by  Your  Authoritv  that  a  Speedy-  and  an  Effectual 
Stoj)  ma}-  be  put  thereto  for  the  present  —  as  Your  Peti- 
tioners in  Dut}-  Bound  Shall  Ever  pra^'. 
"  Keene  Novem^'  22'*  1776. 

'•Jer"^  Stiles  \V™  Ellis 

Isaac  Esty  Aaron  Gra}^ 

Ebcnezer  Xims  Aaron  Gray  Jun'' 

Reul^en  Partridge  Jesse  Hall 

Gideon  Ellis  Jun^  Ebenezer  Newton 

Robarc  Spencer  Abijah  Metcalf 

Jonathan  Pond  Ryal  Blake 

Ebenezer  Day  Henr\-  Elles 

John  Day  Josiah  Ellis 

Jedediah  Wellinan  Timoth}-  Ellis  Jun'' 

Stephen  Larrabe  Elisha  Briggs 

Nathaniel  Kingsbury        Nathaniel  Briggs 
Benj  Archer  Jun.  Benj^  Balch 

Jesse  Clark  Cephas  Clark 

Thomas  Field  Jol^n  Balch 

William  Goodenow  Jonathan  Archer 

Joseph  Blake  Abner  Ralston." 

Before  the  close  of  the  year  several  citizens  died  of  that 
disease,  among  them   Capt.  Eliphalet  Briggs,   who  had 
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presided  at  the  September  meeting.  He  "was  buried  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  the  road  leading  to  Roxbury." 
Thomas  Frink,  Josiah  Ponieroy,  Gideon  Tiffany  and 
Obadiah  Blake  were  the  physicians  in  town  at  that  time. 
Dr.  Pomeroy  had  one  of  the  hospitals  complained  of,  and 
Dr.  TifTain-  another,  on  the  east  side  of  the  town.  The 
following  spring,  a  pest  house  was  built  "at  a  secluded 
spot  near  the  South  end  of  Beech  Hill,  since  known  as 
pock  pasture,  for  the  inoculation  of  the  small  pox.  A 
Doctor  Pomeroy  was  the  attending  phj^sician.  He  lived  in 
the  house  afterwards  occupied  by  General  Reed,  of  revolu- 
tionar\^  niemor_v,  which  stood  on  tlie  West  side  of  Ma.in 
street,  nearly  opposite  but  below  the  site  of  the  fort.  A 
large  number  were  inoculated,  of  whom  six  died."  (Annals, 
page  51.) 

The  residence  of  Dr.  Pomeroy,  the  tory.  afterwards 
confiscated  by  the  state  and  leased  to  Gen.  Reed ,  was  on 
lots  Nos.  44  and  45,  nest  north  of  Col.  Wyman's  tavern, 
bought  of  Rev.  Clement  Sumner  in  1773.  Later  the  place 
came  into  possession  of  Daniel  Newcomb,  administrator  of 
the  estate  of  Dr.  I'omero}',  appointed  by  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate, same  as  in  case  of  decease. 

The  September  meeting  elected  Major  Tiniothv  Ellis 
representative  to  the  legislature  for  one  year,  and  chose 
Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Silas  Cooke,  Thomas  Baker,  Capt. 
John  Houghton  and  Daniel  Kingsbury  a  "  committee  to 
prepare  Instructions  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  to  give  the 
Representative." 

In  December,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  town,  in  place  of 
Capt.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  deceased. 

Very  little  had  been  accomplished  in  the  town  during 
the  year,  for  public  affairs  and  the  carr^-ing  on  of  the  war 
had  absorbed  the  attention  of  everybody,  and  £dl  efforts 
had  been  turned  in  that  direction.  The  baneful  effects  of 
the  war  on  the  prosperity  of  the  people  were  now  serioush' 
felt.  The  attempt  to  relieve  the  situation  b}'  issuing  paper 
monej'  —  made  b^-  both  the  Continental  congress  and  the 
state  legislature  —  was  a  lamentable  failure.  Lack  of  faith 
in  its  stability  caused  continual  depreciation  of  its  value ; 
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or,  in  oHkt  worrls,  the  j^ricc-s  of  conimodilics  in  that,  paper 
monev  increased  enormously.  Tlie  le;.risl.'iture  attempted  to 
control  the  laws  of  trade  I)y  fixiiiL,^  the  ])rices  of  eoinmod- 
ities.  hut  tl'ie  result  was  sitnjtly  another  illustration  of 
the  fntilit}-  of  all  such  lc,L;islation.  Scarcely  any  j^oods  were 
imported,  and  few  were  jnauiu'actured,  except  such  as  could 
1k'  made  hy  the  people  theuTselves  in  their  log  cabitis  from 
the  ])roducts  of  their  farms.  The  scarcity  of  firearms  in- 
duced the  peoi>le  of  Cheshire  county  to  make  a  strong  cfF(jrt 
and  to  choose  a  committee  to  "'Set  U])  and  Carry  on  the 
Manufactorj-  of  Fire  Arms"  within  the  coimty;  but  the 
scarcity  of  money  ]irevente(i  the  success  of  the  undertaking. 
Capt.  Ephraim  Dorman,  Thomas  Wells,  Elijah  Blake,  Ben- 
jamin Archer,  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Capt.  Josiah  Richardson, 
Ca])t.  John  Hougliton,  Tliomas  Raker,  Lieut.  Benjamin 
Hall,  Israel  Houghton,  Daniel  Kingsbury,  and  several 
other  citizens  of  Kcene.  signed  the  petition  of  Joel  Kilburn 
of  Gilsum  to  the  legislature  for  aid  and  encouragement  in 
establishing  tlie  mantifacture  of  wire,  of  which  there  was 
scarcely  any  to  be  had.  There  were  few  mechanics,  and  it 
was  almost  impossil>k  to  ])rocure  suitable  tools  and  imple- 
ments, or  to  have  existing  ones  repaired  ;  and  the  work  of 
the  farm  and  the  family  had  to  be  done  with  the  rudest 
utensils  aisd  conti-ivances.  So  many  of  the  men  were  in 
the  arm;,-  that  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  that  crops 
could  be  raised  and  gathered.  Those  were  indeed  "hard 
times." 

On  the  l  itli  of  Janiiary.  1777,  the  town  voted  twent}' 
pounds  for  the  support  of  preaching  and  sixteen  pounds 
for  anununition.  The  number  of  the  committee  of  safet}' 
was  increased  to  seven  and  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Jesse 
Clark,  Ebenezer  Cook.  Capt.  John  Houghton,  Reuben 
Partridge,  Simeon  Clark  and  Peter  Hobart  were  chosen 
for  that  committee.  Capt.  Stiles  was  nominated  by  vote 
of  the  town  for  justice  of  the  ])eacc.  His  appointment  was 
delaj'td,  l)ut  was  finalh-  made  upon  a  petition  of  several 
citizens  of  the  town. 

AJost  of  tiie  troops  having  been  withdrawn  from 
Ticondci-figa,  and  Lake  Chaniplain  being  frozen  over,  there 
was  great  alarm  lest  the  British,  who  lay  at  St.  Johns, 
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should  advance  on  the  ice  and  capture  that  fortress ;  and 
troops  were  hastened  forward  for  its  protection.  In  Feb- 
niar_v,  Col.  Pierce  Lang's  regiment  marched  from  New- 
castle through  Keene  and  Charlestown  towards  that 
destination.  More  soldiers  were  needed,  particularly  for 
the  Continental  service,  but  the  hardships  and  privations 
of  the  people  were  intensified  in  the  case  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  field,  and  it  was  hard  to  induce  men  to  enlist  for  the 
long  term  of  three  years  or  the  war,  as  required  in  the 
Continental  service.  The  legislature  offered  a  bounty  of 
twenty  pounds  to  each  man  who  would  enlist  in  that  ser- 
vice, in  addition  to  the  large  bounties  in  land  and  money 
offered  by  congress  —  to  be  paid  four  j-ears  after  enlistment, 
with  interest.  The  militia  laws  were  made  more  effective 
for  raising  troops,  provision  was  made  for  drafting  in  case 
volunteering  failed,  and  heavy  penalties  were  laid  on  those 
who  refused  or  neglected  to  serve  after  enrollment.  The 
colonels  of  the  New  Hampshire  regiments  were  at  home 
that  winter  recruiting  and  forwarding  the  men  to  the 
rendezvous  at  Charlestown. 

In  January,  Lieut.  John  Gregg  (or  Griggs),  of  Keene, 
was  appointed  captain  of  the  Third  company-  of  Scammel's 
regiment,  with  Ebenezer  Fletcher  of  Chesterfield  —  soon  suc- 
ceeded b\'  Wilham  Ellis  of  Keene  —  first  lieutenant,  and  Ben- 
jamin Ellis,  of  Keene,  second  lieutenant.  Capt.  Gregg  had 
300  pounds,  sterling  money,  sent  him  by  the  state  com- 
mittee of  safety  for  recruiting  purposes,  and  he  opened  an 
office  here  and  proceeded  to  raise  a  company.  On  the  2d 
of  Ma\',  however,  he  resigned  on  account  of  sickness,  and 
William  Ellis  was  promoted  to  captain,  with  Benjamin 
Ellis  first  lieutenant.  While  waiting  for  the  acceptance  of 
his  resignation  Capt.  Gregg  sent  out  the  following  adver- 
tisement : 

"Deserted  from  Cap*  John  Griggs  Compan}'  in  Cori 
Scammills  Rig'^  Epraim  Hall  24  years  of  age  Six  feet  high 
Dark  hair  Blew  Eyes  Light  Colered  Cloths  formerh'  be- 
longed to  Lyn :  Whosoever  will  take  up  S"^  Deserter  and 
Return  him  to  his  Company  at  Keen  or  N°  4:  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  shall  have  a  hamsom  Reward  and  all 
Nesesary  Charges  Paid  by  me 

Keene  May  y-  5*^  1777.''  J°^°  G^'^ggs  Cap* 


n/SToin'  or  Ki:i:sn. 


lie  ;ilso  vci-tisc-ti  for  one  Xatlian  G.-tlc,  "21  vers  of 
age  G  feet  Hi  Well  Set  Dark  liair." 

Col.  Scamniel  himself  eanie  to  Keene  iii  May  to  sujier- 
intcnd  tlie  reeruiting,  as  will  ])e  seen  h\  the  following  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  to  the  eorninittce  of  safety: 

"Keen,  May  'J'-''  1777. 

"  Gentlemen  —  The  hack  ward  ness  of  the  men  to  engage 
in  this  Quarter  the  fewness  of  men  in  Cajit.  Ellis's  Corn- 
pan3'  render  it  necessary  that  a  full  complement  of  OlEcers 
should  be  immediately  eniploy'd  in  filling  it.  Many  the 
towns  in  the  vicinity  of  thi.^  place  have  rais'd  but  very  few 

-K.         -St         -V.  -> 

men, 

"  .\s  many  of  m3'  Officers  are  not  commissioned  should 
esteem  it  a  particular  favor  to  have  them  forwarded  to 
Ticonderoga  as  soon  as  convenienc}'  permit.    *   *   *  * 

"I  am,   with  the  greatest  respect,  y^  Honors  most 

obedt  &  very  humble  Serv'^. 

Alex""  Scammell." 

The  Keene  men  who  enlisted  in  Capt.  Ellis's  company 
were  Naboth  Bettison,  Janies  Efldy,  Daniel  Snow,  Jr.,  John 
Balch,  Jr.,  Ziba  Hall,  Benjamin  Thatcher,  William  Farley,  ^ 
Nathaniel  Briggs,  Timothy  Crossfield,  and  John  Daniels. - 
.411  enlisted  for  three  years  except  Daniels,  who  joined  for 
eight  months.  Ezra  Turner  of  Keene  enlisted  in  Capt. 
Hutchin's  company-,  Cille3''s  regiment,  and  Rcuiicn  Colster 
of  Keene,  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Elijah  Cla^'cs  of  Fitzwil- 
liam,  in  Col.  Nnth.an  Hale's  regiment. 

The  annual  town  meeting  this  year  chose  Cajot.  Jere- 
miah Stiles,  Capt.  John  Houghton,  Simeon  Clark,  Jesse 
Clark  and  Ebenezer  Cooke  committee  of  safety.  Ten  povmds 
were  voted  for  preaching  and  a  Mr.  Mansfield  and  a  Mr. 
Samuel  Whitman  preached  as  candidates.  The  article  in 
relation  to  granting  money  for  schools  was  dismissed.  The 
town  having  been  called  upon  for  its  quota  of  men  for  the 
Continental  army,  to  serve  three  years  or  during  the  war, 
on  the  31st  of  March,  it  voted  a  bounty  of  thirty  pounds  to 
each  man  provided  "a  Sufficient  Number  would  Turn  out, 
!)ut  as  not  any  offered  the  meeting  was  dismissed."  In 
June  following,  however,  the  same  bounty  was  offered,  in 
addition  to  that  voted  by  the  state,  and  a  committee  was 

^  Farkj  l)tloti,i;ce!  in  F '.nokersntld.  hut  enlisterl        from  Kc-cnc. 
2  tjanieis  is  on  tin-  roll  .-is  ircin  Chcstc-riieM,  btit  %vas  a  citizen  of  Keene.  a 
nicmbcv  of  the  cointKuiy  here  in  1773,  atid  signed  the  .\>si.ei.utioii  Test  iti  1770. 
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appointed  to  adjust  the  time  and  pay  of  those  who  had 
previously  enlisted. 

Pressing  appeals  continued  to  come  from  Gen.  Schuyler, 
Gen.  Wa\'nc  and  others  to  hasten  forward  troops  to  save 
Ticonderoga.  On  the  od  of  May,  the  state  committee  of 
safety-  sent  orders  to  each  of  the  three  colonels  of  militia  in 
Cheshire  county,  "to  raise  as  many  of  \'our  Militia  as 
possible  and  marcli  tliem  to  Ticonderoga."  Col.  Ashlej'- 
marched  from  Kcene  on  the  7th,  from  Westmoreland  on  the 
8th,  with  109  men;  Col.  Bellows  marched  on  the  same 
day  with  112;  Col.  Chase  of  Cornish  with  159;  and  Capt. 
Brown  with  fifty-four  men  from  Col.  Enoch  Hale's  regi- 
ment. Timotliv  Ellis  of  Keenc  was  major  of  Ashley's  regi- 
ment and  marched  with  the  troops.  Capt.  Davis  Howlett 
of  Keene  commanded  the  first  company,  of  fifty  men,  with 
Elisha  Mack  of  Gilsum,  lieutenant,  and  the  enlisted  men  from 
Keene  in  that  company  were  Jotham  Metcalf,  sergeant ; 
David  Willson  and  Obadiah  Bjake,  corporals ;  and  Benja- 
min Archer,  Samuel  Bassett,  Simeon  Clai"k,  Jesse  Dassance, 
Ebenezcr  Day,  Simeon  Ellis,  David  Foster,  Silas  French  and 
Tilly  Howe,  ])rivates.  Ephraim  Witherell  was  in  the  com- 
pany of  Capt.  Waitstill  Scott  in  the  same  regiment.  The 
regiment  marched  to  Ticonderoga,  but  the  alarm  had  sub- 
sided and  it  returned,  and  the  men  were  discharged,  June 
17th  to  the  24th. 

Gen.  Burgoyne  now  commanded  the  British  arm}-  of 
the  north,  10,000  strong  —  7,000  of  them  "choice  troops 
sent  from  England,  with  the  finest  train  of  brass  artillery 
(42  pieces),  that  had  ever  been  seen  in  America"!  —  besides 
thousands  of  Indians  emplo\^ed  as  allies  "to  use  as  instru- 
ments of  terror."  1  Exaggerated  reports  of  the  strength  of 
his  army  and  the  rapidity  of  his  advance  reached  the  states 
and  caused  great  alarm  throughout  New  lingland,  for  it 
was  feared  that  these  eastern  states  were  to  be  invaded  b3' 
an  irresistible  force  of  regular  troops  and  savages. 

Again  the  militia  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  turned 
out  in  larger  numbers  than  before.  Col.  Ashley  marched 
on  the  29th  of  June,  with  about  400  men,  taking  Lt.  Col. 
Joseph  Hammond,  of  Swanzey,  with  him,  and  leaving  Major 

1  Bancroft's  History  of  the  I'liited  States,  vol.  5,  pages  579  and  587. 
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Ellis  in  command  of  the  regiment  at  liome.  Dr.  Thomas 
Friiik  of  Keene  went  as  regimental  surgeon,  and  was 
allowed  two  horses  to  carr}'  his  baggage  and  medicines. 
Capt.  Davis  Howlett,  with  Daniel  Kingsljury  as  his  second 
lieutenant,  raised  another  company  of  eighty  men.  The 
enlisted  men  from  Keene  were  Asahel  Blake  and  Dan  Guild, 
sergeants,  Timothy  Ellis,  Jr.,  corporal,  and  Nathan  Blake, 
Robert  Spencer,  Jonathan  Heaton,  Tilly  Howe,  Benjamin 
Nurse,  Aaron  Wilson,  Samuel  Osgood,  Koyal  Blake,  ^ 
Jesse  Hall,  Ebenezer  Carpenter,  Joseph  Thatcher,  Zadock 
Nims,  Abraham  Wheeler,  Jonathan  Wheeler,  Ebenezer 
Newton,  Benjamin  Balch,  Aaron  Gray,  Thomas  Dwinnell, 
Joseph  Blake,  Samuel  Woods,  Gideon  Ellis,  John  Daniels, 
Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  John  Day,  Keuben  Part:ridge,  Wil- 
liam Woods,  Isaac  Griswold,  John  Le  Bourveau,  John 
Balch,  Benjamin  Archer,  and  Israel  Houghton,  privates; 
and  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Elisha  Mack,  of  Gilsum, 
were  Charles  Rice,  Thomas  Morse  and  Joseph  Ellis;  and 
Ephraim  Witherell  was  in  that  of  Capt.  John  Cole,  of 
W^estmoreland. 

The  Kceue  company  marched  a  part  of  the  distance, 
was  met  1)3^  an  express  with  the  information  that  the  alarm 
was  false  and  started  to  return,  but  was  overtaken  by  a 
second  courier  ordering  the  troops  forward  in  all  haste. 
They  marched  as  far  as  Otter  creek,  where  they  met  a 
part  of  the  arm}'  in  retreat  —  Ticonderoga  having  been 
abandoned  —  and  returned  home.  Other  companies  had 
similar  experiences.  Burgoyne  was  steadily  advancing, 
and  during  those  last  days  of  June  and  first  of  July,  bat- 
talions, companies  and  squads  of  troops  were  marching 
and  countermarching  to  and  from  the  front  in  all  parts 
of  the  state.  But  the  military  road  opened  by  Lt.  Col. 
John  Hawks  and  Col.  John  Gofife  from  Merrimack,  N.  H., 
through  Petcrboro,  Keene  and  Charlestown  to  Crown 
Point,  made  this  route  through  Keene  the  main  line  of  the 
movements. 

Two  companies  from  Amherst  and  Wilton,  under  Major 

>  ilc  was  ««ttallj  c.-ilJcd  Ki<il,  and  is  on  ttic  roll  as  Ariel  Blake.  Koral  Blake 
wa^Jn  t.hc  serTjce  and  iva*  one  of  fho.'se  whose  iiay  w;is  equalized  by  the  town 
in  1T8S;  "Ariel"  is  the  ohIt  form  in  which  hisname  appears  on  the  Revoln- 

tionarj  rvlSs. 
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Abiel  Abbott,  passed  through  Keene  and  marched  as  far 
as  Xo.  4-,  when  they  were  ordered  home.  At  DubHn,  they 
were  overtaken  by  an  express  and  ordered  to  march 
"\Yith  all  speed  for  Ticonderoga."  This  time  the3' marched 
as  far  as  Otter  creek,  where  t\ity  heard  of  the  evacuation 
and  returned  home.  This  made  four  times  that  those  com- 
panies passed  and  repassed  through  Keene.  A  battalion  of 
several  companies  and  parts  of  companies  under  Lt.  Col. 
Heald  of  New  Ipswich,  and  companies  and  detachments 
from  Hollis,  Peterboro,  Merrimack,  Dunstable,  Hudson, 
Derry,  Bedford,  Litchfield,  Nottingham,  Marlboro,  Stod- 
dard, and  other  towns,  passed  through  Keene  in  a  similar 
w'a3'  at  different  times,  marching  both  ways,  at  all  hours 
of  the  da3'  and  night.  One  was  a  company  of  sixt3'-four 
men  from  Fitzwilliam  and  adjoining  towns,  under  Capt. 
Jolin  Mellen.  A  company  of  forty-eight  men  from  New 
Ipswnch,  under  Capt.  Josiah  Brown,  had  horses  enough  to 
"ride  and  tie,"  and  thus  hastened  their  march.  For  weeks 
at  this  time,  "Keene  Street,"  as  it  was  called  then  and  for 
more  than  half  a  centurx^  afterwards,  resounded  with  the 
continual  tramp  of  marching  patriots  and  the  rub-dub-dub 
of  the  recruiting  officer's  drum. 

The  three  New  Hampshire  regiments  of  Continental 
troops  —  Cille3''s,  Hale's  and  Scammel's  —  in  Gen.  Poor's 
brigade,  had  again  joined  the  northern  armx*.  The3'  had 
been  armed  with  the  French  "fusil,"  the  best  musket  then 
in  use.  But  Gen.  St.  Clair  abandoned  his  stores  and  the 
fortresses  at  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  retreated 
to  Fort  Edward,  In'  the  wa3'  of  Hubbardston,  Castleton 
and  Rutland.  At  Hubbardston,  disaster  befell  the  New 
Hampshire  troops  by  l)eing  overtaken  b\'  the  energetic  Gen. 
Frazer.  They  lost  heavih'  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners; 
and  among  those  captured  was  Col.  Nathan  Hale  of  Rindge. 
Lt.  Col.  George  Reid,^  of  Londonderrv,  of  Cille3''s  regiment, 
was  transferred  and  given  the  command  of  Hale's  regiment. 
Our  northern  arra\'  was  in  a  deplorable  condition;  many 
of  the  soldiers  left  without  permission,  and  when  the  vol- 
unteers for  the  support  of  that  arm3-  met  the  straggling 

''■A  d.iughter  of  Licuteiiant  Colonel,  .iltcrwards  Colonel,  and  General  Rcid  uf 
the  militia.,  became  the  wife  of  one  K"Ovenior  of  New  Han"!y>shire  and  the  mother 
of  another — Samuel  Dinsmoor,  senior,  and  Samuel  Itinstnoor,  junior,  of  Kceue. 
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rmd  (Icmorali/.c-d  troops,  tl)c_v  turned  liack  disajjpointed  and 
disliearit  iii-d,  and  some  of  tljcni  disbanded  and  returned 
sin.ulv  to  tlieir  liomes.  Tlie  imminent  danger  of  invasion 
bv  the  Ib  itish  and  Indians  caused  increased  alarm  through- 
out this  part  of  the  country.  Parlies  of  New  York  tories 
and  1)ands  of  Indians  were  tdready  overrunning  the  New 
Hami)shire  Grants  (Vermont),  west  of  tlie  mountains,  out- 
raging the  inhabitants,  destroying  their  j)roperty  and  driv- 
ing off  tlieir  cattle  and  horses,  and  many  of  the  settlers 
abandoned  their  farms  and  fled. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  excitement,  another  source  of 
anxiety  to  the  ]->eople  of  this  vicinity  was  disclosed  in  the 
increased  activity,  more  or  less  hidden,  of  the  tories  in  this 
and  other  tou'ns.  The  following  record  appears  in  the 
State  Pajjers,  but  is  not  found  in  the  court  records  of  this 
county : 

"Return  of  the  names  of  the  Persons  found  guilty  of 
missdemenors  against  the  States  by  a  Special  Session  held 
at  Keen  Jinie   1777  as  p'"  minutes  on   file  with  the  sum 


fi.n'*  &  order  thereon 

Col.  Josiah  Willard  20^  John  Gould  40'' 

Maf'josiah  Willard  30-^  Alexander  Rolstone  4-0^ 

Eleazur  Pomerov  20''  Paul  Richardson  40^ 

E])en'-  ITarvey    "  40-  Nathan  Rugg  40« 

Rev.  Micah  Lawrence  20*"  Rev''  Clement  Suniner  40^ 

Beni  Melvin  40*  Capt  Henrv  Coffin  20^ 

Beuj.  Melvin  Jr.  40^  Sam"  King  40" 

Nathan  Willard  10«  John  W^hitc  40* 

Joseph  Collins  20^  Simon  Willard  10« 

Sami  W'adsworth  40^ 


Total  £29—10—0." 

"Ordered  that  the  several  Persons  f\n^  for  Misdemeno, 
Recognize  in  the  sum  of  IT)00  as  Princii)al  with  Two  Sur- 
ties  to  be  of  a  Peacable  Behavior  towards  the  State  &  to 
be  contin'^  within  certain  Limits  untill  this  Court  or  Sum 
other  Authorit}'  shall  Discharge  them  therefrom  — 

"order'^i  that  Cap*  Benj-'^  Flood  Receive  £12  out  of  the 
fine  money  to  Billit  his  guard  with  he  to  acct  therefor  — 

"order'^  that  the  Remainder  of  the  fines  be  Reposited 
in  the  hands  of  Nath'  S.  Prentice  Esq.  to  wait  the  Counts' 
Sessions  order  thereon 

"a  Coppv  from  the  minutes  on  file 

Kath'  S.  Prentice  Clerk  of  s^i  Sessions." 

At  a  special  session  of  the  court  held  at  Keene,  on  the  3d 
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da.y  of  June  the  following  persons,  who  had  previously  been 
indicted,  were  tried :  Elijah  King-  of  Cliarlestown ;  Elijah 
Willard,  Prentice  Willard  and  Capt.  Sainuci  Smith  of  Win- 
chester; Simon  Baxter  of  Alstead  ;  Abner  Sanger  of  Kcene ; 
and  Josiah  Btitler.  King  and  Prentice  Willard  were  put 
under  bonds  of  500  pountls-each  for  their  good  behavior; 
and  Smith,  Sanger,  Baxter  and  Elijah  Willard  were  locked 
up  in  jail  at  Charlestown. 

On  the  17th.  the  legislature,  upon  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee previously  appointed  to  investigate  a  complaint 
against  Breed  Batchelder  of  Paekersfiefd,  and  Robert  Gil- 
more  of  Keene,  "Voted  tliat  the  said  Batchelder  and  G'l- 
more  be  committed  to  close  Prison  in  some  Gaol  in  this 
state;"  and  they  were  arrested  and  locked  up  in  the  jail 
here.  Other  tories  in  the  county  were  arrested  from  time 
to  time,  and  tried  before  Justice  W^-man  and  others.  Some 
gave  bonds,  and  some  were  imprisoned,  though  most  of 
them  were  allowed  freedom  within  certain  limits.  The 
property  of  the  more  obnoxious  ones  was  afterwards  con- 
fiscated for  the  benefit  of  the  state.  "Mrs.  Sturtevant, 
who  is  the  widow  of  Cornelius  Sturtevant,  Jr.,  tlje  printer, 
was  born  in  1770,  and  is  now  living  with  mental  faculties 
bright  and  vigorous,  well  rememl^ers  that,  in  carh'  girl- 
hood, when  going  to  school  from  West-street  to  the  school- 
house  just  South  of  the  old  Ralston  house,  she  passed  the 
old  jail,  standing  near  where  the  Emerald  House  now 
stands.  It  was  made  of  hewn  logs,  with  a  small  hole  for 
a  window^  She  and  her  companions  often  stopped  to  hear 
a  Mr.  Baxter,  who  was  confined  there,  sing  the  '  Vicar  of 
Bray.'  This  Baxter  was  a  torj-,  lived  in  Surry  or  Alstead, 
and  was  probably  then  confined  for  torvism.  Tradition 
speaks  of  him  as  wealthy  for  the  time,  bold,  reckless,  fond 
of  enjo3'ment,  and  of  defying  public  opinion.  He  doubtless 
sang  the  'Vicar  of  Brav'  to  reproach  and  provoke  the  rebels 
outside  for  having  deserted  their  King  and  sworn  allegiance 
to  the  new  government.  He  emigrated  to  Nova  Scotia." 
(Annals,  page  50.) 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  alarming  outlook  and  all 
their  discouragements,  the  people  as  a  whole  were  reso- 
lute  and   determined.    They   were   also   gladdened  and 
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eiicouiTiged  by  good  news  from  tlic  patriot  army  in  New 
jersey,  w  here  Washington,  in  the  sin,i;le  month  of  June,  had 
gained  advantages  over  Howe  and  CornwaHis,  and  driven 
them  out  of  that  state.  There  was  great  rejoicing  through- 
ont  the  country. 

But  urgent  appe;ds  from  the  patriots  of  the  "Grants" 
came  to  New  Hampshire  for  assistance,  and  tliose  appeals 
were  sustained  by  reports  of  the  insolence  of  the  British 
invaders  and  the  Ijarbarities  of  their  Jndicm  allies.  The 
conimajiding  officers  at  various  points  sent  expresses  along 
the  routes  as  far  as  No.  4  and  Keene,  and  even  beyond,  to 
rally  and  bring  forward  the  stragglers  and  reinforcements, 
directing  them  to  march  to  Bennington,  and  thence  to  join 
the  main  army. 

The  legislature  had  finished  its  spring  session  and  ad- 
journed on  the  28th  of  June.  A  summons  from  the  com- 
mittee of  safetj-  brought  the  members  together  again  on 
the  17th  of  July,  for  a  special  session  of  three  days.  On  the 
second  da}'  the  two  houses  met  in  convention  to  discuss 
the  situation  —  Mesech  Weare,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  safet}',  in  the  chair.  The  state  was  destitute  of  money 
and  the  people  had  alread\'  done  all  that  seemed  possible 
for  them  to  do  in  the  matter  of  furnishing  troops.  But 
Burgoyne  must  be  stopjited  or  his  armj'  w^ould  overrun  their 
own  territory/,  and  their  own  homes  and  property  would 
be  sacinficed. 

The  main  question  was  that  of  raising  the  means  to  pay 
and  equip  the  soldiers.  When  the  gloom  of  the  situation 
was  portrayed.  Col.  John  Langdon,  speaker  of  the  house, 
rose  and  niade  one  of  the  most  telling  speeches  of  the  Rev- 
olution. 

He  said:  "Gentlemen,  I  have  three  thousand  dollars 
in  hard  money,  thirty  hogsheads  of  Tobago  rum,  worth  as 
much,  I  can  pledge  my  plate  for  as  much  more;  these  are 
at  the  service  of  the  state.  With  this  money  we  can  raise 
and  provision  troops;  our  friend,  John  Stark,  will  lead 
them.  If  we  check  Burg03aie  the  state  can  repay  me,  and 
if  we  do  not,  the  money  will  be  of  no  use  to  me."  The 
offer  was  accepted  with  enthusiasm.  The  convention  rose 
and  the  two  houses  went  to  their  work. 
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Stark  was  called  from  his  farm  on  the  Merrimac  — 
whither  he  had  retired  becavise  he  felt  insulted  hy  congress 
in  the  appoijitraent  of  brigadiers  —  was  made  a  brigadier 
general,  and  given  command  of  all  the  militia  on  the  west 
side  of  the  state,  with  orders  to  take  one-fourth  of  all  his 
troops,  with  a  few  from  Whipple's  brigade  on  the  east  side 
of  the  state,  make  his  rendezvous  at  Charlestown  and 
march  at  once  into  the  Grants.  Four  companies  of  rangers 
were  also  raised  and  placed  under  his  command.  The  mili- 
tia officers  were  oi'dered  to  take  away  their  arms  from  all 
who  scrupled  or  refused  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  the 
countr3' ;  and  a  da}'  of  "General  Fasting,  Humiliation  and 
Prayer"  was  appointed,  which  "was  observed  with  great 
soleranit}' "  on  the  7th  of  August. 

Stark's  commission  was  from  the  state  and  was  wholly 
independent  of  every  other  autliority.  On  July  2S,  1777, 
he  was  at  Charlestown.  There  was  no  need  of  a  "draft." 
Plent}'  of  volunteers  joined  him  promptly,  for  they  were 
alarmed  at  the  danger  and  thcj'  had  unbounded  confidence 
in  him  as  a  commander.  As  the3^  arrived  he  sent  them  for- 
ward by  companies  and  detachments,  to  report  to  Col. 
Seth  Warner  at  Manchester,  twenty  miles  north  of  Ben- 
nington, i  At  Charlestown,  he  found  but  few  supplies,  a 
part  of  the  powder  being  worthless ;  a  few  pieces  of  small 
cannon  there  and  at  Walpole,  but  without  carriages  and 
no  workmen  to  mount  them;  a  small  quantity  of  sugar; 
"Very  little  Rum;"  a  few  hundred  pounds  of  lead  but 
"only  one  pair  of  bullet  moulds  in  town;"  all  of  which 
dela3-ed  his  raovements;  yet  when  500  volunteers  had 
reached  him,  on  the  4th  of  August,  he  went  forward,  en- 
camped on  the  night  of  the  Gth  at  what  is  now  Peru,  Vt., 
and  reached  Manchester  on  the  7th.  There  he  met  Gen. 
Lincoln  of  the  Continental  army,  who  ordered  him  forward 
with  his  troops  to  join  the  main  armj^  on  the  Hudson, 

i"The  legislature  adjourned  on  Saturday.  .Ml  thnt  nifrht  and  the  next  day, 
a  Norseman  was  riditif;  from  E:xeter  to  Concord.  Sinida.v  afternoon  he  di*:- 
mounted  at  the  clrnrch  door,  and  walked  up  the  ai.^ie.  The  minister  stopped 
and  said:  "Captain  Hntchiiis,  are  3-011  the  bearer  c>f  a  message?'  '  Ves.  liiir- 
goyne  is  on  bis  march  to  Albany.  Stark  will  command  the  New  Hampshire 
me'n,  snd  if  we  all  turn  out,  we  can  cut  him  otf.'  'My  hearers,'  s.-iid  the  Rev. 
Timothy  Walker.  'Yon  who  are  ready  to  go,  better  leave  at  once.'  All  the  ruco 
left  the  house.  But  Phineas  Virgin  had  no  shoes.  '  Vou  shall  ha\-e  a  pair,'  said 
Samuel  Thompson,  the  shoemaker,  'before  tomorro%v  morning'  Next  day  those 
shoes  were  marching."  —  President  Bartlett's  address  at  isenningtou,  August 
16.  1S77. 
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and  to  re])orl  to  Gen.  Poor  as  bis  hri^rade  commander. 
Stark  refused  to  oIk'v  his  order  or  report  to  Gen.  Poor  or 
anv  other  oiRcer  who  liad  ])een  his  junior  in  the  army.  At 
the  same  time  he  wrote  Gen.  Schuyler,  commander  of  tlie 
northern  army,  that  he  was  wilhn,!^  to  unite  in  any  meas- 
ure that  would  promote  the  public  uood.  Lincoln  reported 
him,  and  congress  passed  a  vote  of  reprimand,  but  subse- 
quent events  sustained  him. 

The  important  depot  of  supj^lies  at  Bennington  was 
threatened  by  the  enemy.  On  the  Sth,  Stark  made  that 
point  the  rendezvous  for  his  troops,  and  soon  afterwards 
went  there  himself,  taking  Col.  Warner  with  him,  but  leav- 
ing his  battalion  of  "Green  Mountain  Boys"  at  Man- 
chester for  protection  6n  that  side.  Reinforcements  con- 
tinued to  join  him.  chiefly  from  Charlestown,  a  few  via 
Brattleboro.  Three  of  the  nine  colonels  in  Stark's  brigade 
of  militia  joined  him.  with  regiments  made  up  of  volun- 
teers from  all  the  regiments  and  from  Whij)ple's  brigade  — 
Nichols  of  Amherst,  Stickne}'  of  Concord,  and  Hobart  (or 
Hnbbard)  of  Plymouth.  Col.  Ashley,  of  Winchester,  had 
just  returned  with  his  regiment  from  his  march  towards 
Ticoucleroga.  and  his  whole  force  not  being  called  for,  he 
volunteered  as  aid  on  Gen.  Stark's  staff  and  served  with 
him  through  the  campaign.  Col.  Nichols  had  ten  com- 
panies, four  of  them  from  Cheshire  county,  with  Wra. 
Gregg  of  Londonderr}',  lieutenant  colonel ;  and  Timothy 
Ellis,  major,  and  Ebenezer  Cook,  sergeant  major,  both  of 
Keene. 

Capt.  Elisba  Mack,  of  Gilsum,  commanded  one  of  the 
companies,  with  Josiah  Richardson,  of  Keene,  lieutenant. 
The  enlisted  men  from  Keene  in  that  companv  were  Adin 
Holbrook  and  Tilly  Howe,  sergeants ;  Robert  Worsley, 
corporal;  and  Cephas  Clark,  Joshua  Durant,  Samuel  Hall, 
Ezra  Metcalf,  I  onathan  Wheeler,  Daniel  W^illson,  David 
Willson,  Jonathan  Dwinnell,  Michael  Metcalf,  Jr.,  W'illiam 
Woods,  David  Harris  and  Zadoc  Wheeler,  privates.  This 
company  marched  from  Keene  on  the  22d  of  Jul%-,  and  was 
ni  the  battle  of  Bennington,  where  Nichols'  regiment  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  fight.  In  the  same  regiment  were 
a  company  from  Chesterfield  under  Capt.  Kimball  Carlton, 
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of  sixt\--one  men;  one  from  Swanzey,  under  Capt.  Samuel 
Wright,  of  sixt^-  men;  one  from  Rindge,  under  Capt.  Sal- 
mon Stone,  of  sevent\--fonr  men,  many  of  whom  were  from 
Marlboro,  Dublin  and  Packersfield ;  and  one  from  New 
Ipswich,  under  Capt.  Stephen  Parker,  ^  of  sevent_v  men. 
The  aggregate  number  of  the  regiment  was  about  600. 
Walpole  and  Charlestowu  also  sent  companies  in  Col. 
Hobart's  regiment.  While  at  Charlestown,  Gen.  Stark  had 
appointed  Rev.  Augustine  Hibbard,  of  Oaremont,  who  had 
preached  for  a  short  time  in  Keene,  chaplain  of  his  brigade, 
by  an  order  dated  Aug.  3,  1777. 

Burg03'ne  had  detached  Col.  Baum  with  about  700 
veterans,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  a  few  Canadians  and  150 
Indians  for  a  raid  through  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
and  to  destroy-  the  depot  of  supplies  at  Bennington.  His 
orders  were  to  collect  cattle  and  horses,  mount  his  dra- 
goons, destroy  such  stores  as  he  could  not  bring  off",  cross 
the  mountains  to  Rockingham  and  return  to  Alban\'  — 
where  Burgoyne  expected  to  he — by  the  way  of  Brattle- 
boro.  Baum  was  also  joined  by  several  hundred  tories 
under  Col.  Skeene,  of  Skeensboro.  On  the  13th,  his  ad- 
vance reached  Cambridge,  twelve  miles  northwest  of  Ben- 
nington. A  woman  on  horseback  —  all  the  men  were  in  the 
army  on  one  side  or  the  other — lirought  the  news  to  Stark 
that  there  were  200  Indians  at  Cambridge.  Stark  had 
about  1,400  men.  He  immediately  sent  Lt.  Col.  Gregg,  of 
Nichols'  regiment,  forward  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  A 
few  hours  later,  another  woman  came  from  the  same  place 
to  sa\'  that  1,500  Hessians  and  tories  had  reached  that 
town.  Earh'  the  next  morning,  Stark  marched  with  his 
whole  brigade  to  support  Gregg,  whom  he  met  four  miles 
out,  retreating  before  a  superior  force.  Discovering  Stark's 
column,  the  enemy  halted  and  formed  on  a  commanding 
ridge.  Stark  deployed  his  column  and  tried  to  induce  Baum 
to  attack  him;  but  Baum  was  cautious,  and  intrenched. 
Leaving  a  line  of  skirmishers,  Stark  fell  back  about  a 
mile,  and  his  men  lay  on  their  arms  that  night.  Friday, 
the  15th,  it  rained  all  day  and  both  parties  lay  in  position ; 

iCapt.  P.arker  was  father  of  Klijah  Parker,  Esq.,  a  prominent  citizen  oi 
Keene  in  the  carlir  nart  of  the  IStb  ccntnrr,  la-WTer,  tou'u  cierk,  and  totrn 
agent. 
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but  Stark  sent  out  detachments  on  both  flanks  of  the 
enemy  to  harass  them  and  magnify  his  own  numbers.  The 
Indians  reported  that  tlie  woods  were  full  of  Yankees  and 
many  of  them  deserted. 

The  next  morning  a  few  more  troops  joined  Stark,  and 
he  now  had  about  1,600  men.''  He  sent  Col.  Nichols  with 
300  men  around  the  enem_v's  left,  and  Col.  Hendricks  with 
300  around  their  right,  to  unite  and  attack  their  rear; 
and  Cols.  Hobart  and  Stickney  were  to  attack  their  right 
Hank.  Taking  command  of  the  main  bod}-  in  front  of  the 
intrenched  position,  when  all  was  ready,  he  made  his  men 
a  short  speech  in  which  he  said  —  and  that  was  nearh'  all 
he  said  —  "There  are  the  Redcoats;  they  are  ours,  or 
Mollie-  Stark  sleeps  a  widow  tonight." 

It  was  3  o'clock.  The  signal  of  attack — the  opening 
fire  of  Nichols'  men  —  was  heard;  Stark  advanced  upon  the 
centre  and  a  furious  fire  was  poured  in  from  ever\'  side. 
But  the  enemy  were  stubborn  and  held  their  ground  for 
two  hours.  Then  the  patriots  rushed  upon  their  breast- 
works, swept  ever_vthing  before  them,  captured  their  two 
pieces  of  artiller\^  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners  ;  and  the 
rest  abandoned  their  works  and  fled.  But  such  a  charge 
always  breaks  up  the  organization  of  the  attacking  party, 
and  the  Americans  neglected  to  re-form  and  prepare  for 
further  action.  Some  prepared  refreshments ;  some  plun- 
dered the  enemy's  camp,  and  all  were  off  their  guard. 
While  in  this  condition.  Stark  learned  that  Bre_vman's  re- 
inforcement of  C44  Brunswickers,  with  two  brass  field 
pieces  and  a  number  of  tories,  was  within  two  miles  of 
him.  The  men  were  rallied,  ammunition  was  distributed, 
and  the  fight  was  renewed.  Again  the  enemy  fought  stub- 
bornh",  but  when  our  tired  men  were  nearly  exhausted, 
Col.  Warner's  battalion,  under  Major  SafiFord,  arrived  from 
Manchester.  Stark  said  to  Warner,  "For  God's  sake  fall 
in  and  let  us  take  breath."  With  the  aid  of  those  fresh 
trooj)s  the  furv  of  the  fight  was  renewed,  and  at  sunset  the 

I  .-.  short  description  of  the  camj)aigTi  and  battle  is  given  for  the  reason 
that  Keciie  amJ  Chesisire  cotmty  were  well  repres^ented  there;  and  bccanse  no 
other  battle  lias  ever  tjeen  fought  so  near  Keenc.  The  roar  of  the  British  can- 
non ^v^^>  iMstinctlj'  heard  in  this  town,  .and  even  ten  miles  further  east. 

-iJiltiiid  Hall'f  Ilis.torr  of  X'ermorit,  and  the  lanfrnage  used  on  the  monn- 
meirt  at  Bennington;  hat  Mrs.  Stark's  name  was  not  Moilie,  but  Elizabeth.  He 
probabiy  «fJd  "Bettj  Stark." 
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enemj'  gave  way  and  fled  in  disorder.  Stark  pursued  until 
dark,  captured  the  other  two  field  pieces,  twelve  brass 
drums,  all  their  transportation  and  horses,  1,000  small 
arms  and  about  700  prisoners,  among  them  Baum,  who 
died  of  his  wounds.  Two  hundred  and  seven  of  their  dead 
were  found  on  the  field  next  morning.  The  English  and 
German  prisoners  were  treated  with  kindness  and  sent  to 
Boston ;  but  the  tories  were  regarded  as  traitors  and  were 
treated  as  such.  There  were  155  of  them ;  and  the}-  w^ere 
tied  in  pairs  to  a  long  rope,  a  poor  old  horse  was  hitched 
to  the  end  of  the  rope  and  they  were  led  away  to  jail. 
Stark's  loss  was  about  thirty!  killed  and  forty  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  were  Michael  Metcalf,  Jr.,  and  William 
Wood  of  Keene,  and  Joshua  Fuller  of  Surry,  showing  that 
Capt.  Mack's  compan_v  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight. 
The  names  of  the  wounded  were  not  given.  ~ 

This  brilliant  victory  raised  the  spirits  of  the  people 
and  relieved  them  from  the  fear  of  the  destruction  of  their 
homes  and  property'  by  invasion.  Stark  made  no  report 
of  the  battle,  except  to  the  authorities  of  Kew  Hampshire, 
but  congress  heard  of  it  indirectly  and  passed  a  vote  of 
thanks  and  promoted  him  to  be  brigadier  general  in  the 
Continental  ami}'.  After  some  hesitation,  he  accepted  the 
appointment,  and,  with  a  fresh  brigade  raised  for  him, 
moved  forward  and  joined  the  army  on  the  16th  of  Sep- 
tember; and  Nichols'  regiment  was  present  at  the  battle 
of  Stillwater  on  the  19th.  But  its  term  of  enlistment  had 
expired,  as  had  that  of  the  other  Bennington  troops,  and 
it  was  discharged  on  the  23d,  and  the  men  came  home. 

Previous  to  the  action  at  Stillwater,  Major  Henry 


1  The  British  were  on  hifrher  gronnd  and  stiot  over. 

2Maj.  Ellis,  Josiah  Richardson,  Joshiia  Intrarst  and  others,  immediately 
crossed  the  Green  Monatains,  and  soon  fonnd  themselves  in  trout  of"  the  Hes- 
sian breastwork,  siistaining;  and  returning  aa  incessant  fire.  The  major,  some- 
what excited,  ordered  a  charge,  and  Uiniself  and  most  of  his  men  leaped  over, 
among  whom  was  Imrant.  The  Hessians  wavered,  scattered  and  fled.  Durant 
pnrsTied  a  party  of  three,  and  p.amrng  fast  upon  them,  the  hindmost  tnmed 
back,  their  muskets  at  this  moment  toaehinp  each  other.  Durant  fired  first  and 
killed  his  antagonist.  "While  reloading,  rhe  other  two  turned  hack  upon  him. 
He  wrenched  his  bayonet  from  his  sxsn,  seized  one  by  the  collar,  and  was  about 
to_  stab  the  other,  when  both  called  for  q-aarter  and  snrrendered  themselves 
prisoners.  The  three  were  brothers,  i-'or  many  j-ears  afterwards,  Durant  occa- 
sionally wore,  .as  trophies,  .a  waistcoat  and  silver  mounted  breast  pin  taken 
from  the  man  he  had  killed. 

Mr.  Richardson  came  home  with  the  eriory  of  having  captured  three  Hes- 
sians. He  allowed  the  world  ro  belitwe  the  story  to  Vje  true,  as  in  fact  it  was, 
but  to  his  friends  be  admitted  that,  either  fif)ra  terror,  or  dis.satisfaction  with 
their  condition,  thev  appeared  to  be  not  verr  unwilling  captives.  (Aunals, 
page  51.) 
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Dearl:)C)rn  had  been  ])]acc(l  in  conimaiid  of  a  battalion  of 
300  ])ickcd  luei),  n]ostl_v  from  Scanimel's  regiment,  in  which 
was  tlie  Keene  cornpnuy  under  Capt.  William  Ellis,  to  aet 
as  light  infantry  with  Col.  Morgan's  corps  of  riflemen. 
The  Ijattle  was  opened  l)y  those  troops,  sent  forward  as 
skirmishers  to  attack  and  iiarass  Burgo yoe's  right  flank ; 
and  they  were  sharjily  engaged,  and  cajitnred  one  piece  of 
artillery,  but  could  not  bring  it  off.  At  2  o'clock,  Arnold, 
who  commanded  the  American  left,  sent  forward  the  three 
New  Ifaiiipshire  Continental  regiments,  and  thcw  made  a 
gallant  fight  with  the  British  right.  Some  pieces  of  British 
artillerv  were  taken  and  retaken  several  times.  Getting 
short  of  ammunition  the  Americans  withdrew,  taking  with 
them  their  wounded  and  about  100  prisoners.  The  British 
held  the  ground  that  night,  but  withdrew  the  next  day,  and 
left  the  victory-  to  the  Americans.  A  large  share  of  the  fight- 
ing was  done  by  the  New  Hampshire  troops,  and  thev  were 
highly  complimented  for  their  bravery.  Among  the  killed 
was  Andrew  Colburn  of  Marlboro,  lieutenant  colonel  of 
Scammel's  regiment.  In  Capt.  Ellis's  company  of  about 
forty  men,  three  were  killed  and  several  w^ounded. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  Bnrgoyne,  in  desperation,  again 
attacked  the  Americans,  and  again  the  New  Hampshire 
troops  were  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry.  That  battle 
was  won  by  the  patriot  soldiers  themselves  and  their  sub- 
ordinate commanders,  !jo  general  oflicer  of  high  rank  ap- 
pearing on  the  field  except  Arnold,  who  was  without  a 
command.  Among  those  who  were  killed  or  died  of 
wounds  received  in  these  engagements  were  Daniel  Snow, 
of  Col.  Scammel's  regiment,  wounded  Sept.  19,  died  Sept. 
30;  John  Crossfield,  of  the  same  regiment,  wounded  Oct. 
7,  died  Oct.  12;  and  Nathaniel  Briggs.  of  Lt.  Col.  Reid's 
regiment,  wounded  Oct.  7,  died  Oct.  IS,  all  of  Keene.  Snow 
is  reported,  on  different  rolls,  both  as  "died  of  wounds 
Sept.  30th,"  and  'Mailed  in  battle  Oct.  7,  1777." 

In  this  campaign  to  repel  the  invasion  of  Burg03'ne  — 
considered  one  of  the  decisive  ones  of  all  history  —  the  little 
state  of  New  Hampshire,  then  almost  a  wilderness,  fur- 
nished more  than  6,000  men  and  contributed  very  largely 
to  the  grand  results  attained. 
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Immediately  after  Burgojne's  surrender  on  the  17th, 
Poor's  brigade  of  New  Hampshire  Continentals  marched 
forty  miles  in  fourteen  hours,  fording  the  Mohawk  river  on 
the  way,  to  check  the  British  advance  up  the  Hudson  to 
relieve  Burgoyae.  When  that  force  retired  thcw  marched  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  with  the  rest  of  Washington's  army, 
suffered  the  hardships  and  privations  of  that  terrible  win- 
ter at  Valle3^  Forge.  The  IStli  of  December  was  designated 
by  congress,  and  hcartih'  ol)served  hj  the  people,  as  a  day 
of  thanksgiving  and  praise  to  God,  our  first  national 
Thanksgiving. 

While  their  soldiers  had  taken  part  in  decisive  opera- 
tions at  the  front,  important  matters  had  come  up  for 
action  on  the  part  of  the  people  at  home.  On  the  3d  of 
October  the  state  committee  of  safety-  "'Appointed  Major 
Philbrick  to  go  to  Keen,  and  provide  Stores  for  the  Sol- 
diers passing  there  from  this  place  (Exeter),  and  Deal  it 
out,"  thus  establishing  a  small  depot  of  supplies  at  this 
point. 

The  citizens  of  Keene,  and  particularlj^  the  members  of 
the  church,  were  tired  of  the  long  interim  between  settled 
ministers.  A  good  report  was  heard  of  a  young  divinity 
student  at  Cheshire,  Ct.,  Air.  Aaron  Hail — probabh^ 
through  their  ex-minister,  Rev.  Clement  Sumner,  as  he 
came  from  that  place  —  and  in  the  spring  of  1777,  Dea. 
Daniel  Kingsbury  was  commissioned  to  visit  Mr.  Hall  and 
invite  him  to  preach  in  Keene  as  a  candidate.  He  came 
and  preached  several  times  during  the  summer;  and  a  legal 
town  meeting  on  the  15th  of  September,  Col.  Isaac  Wy- 
man,  moderator — now  discharged  from  his  honorable  mili- 
tar}'  service  —  "voted  unanimously  to  hear  M=^  Hall  preach 
further  on  Probation."  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  highlj' 
creditable  term,  of  nearly  forty  years'  duration,  of  Rev. 
Aaron  Hall  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Keene. 

At  a  town  meeting  on  the  Sth  of  December,  Dr.  Thomas 
Frink,  moderator,  it  was  '"  Voted  unanimous}\-  to  Give  M"^ 
A.  Hall,  who  has  been  Preaching  among  us,  a  Call  to  Set- 
tle in  the  Work  of  the  Gospel  Minis tr_v  in  This  Town. 

"Voted  to  Give  M""  Hall  One  hundred  and  Thirty  Three 
pounds  Six  Shillings  and  Eight  pence  for  a  Settlement  said 
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sum  to  l)e  iii;i(lc  Bqual  in  Value  and  made  as  Good  as  the 
Same  Sum  was  four  years  ;i;^o  when  Silver  and  Gold  j^assed 
current  amoni>;  us." 

Ei.Lrhly  ])ounds  per  aniiirm  were  voted  as  his  salary; 
that  also  to  l)e  made  the  equivalent  of  gold  and  silver. 

Major  Timothv  Ellis,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Lieut.  Jo- 
siah  Richardson,  Lieut.  Daniel  Kingsbury  and  Ichabod 
Fisher  were  chosen  a  committee  to  la}-  the  proposition  be- 
fore Mr.  Hall  and  to  adjust  the  amount  of  his  settlement 
aT)d  salary  in  the  paper  monc}'  of  the  times;  but  the  com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  defer  the  adjustment  "  till  the  Tax 
for  said  sums  is  called  for  b}'  reason  of  the  Fluctuating 
state  of  money."  Messrs.  Gideon  Ellis,  David  Nims  and 
Benjamin  Hall  were  the  members  of  this  committee  ap- 
pointed b}'  the  church.  Mr.  Hall  accepted  the  call  in  a  long 
letter  dated  Jan.  17,  1778. 

For  six  years  the  church  and  the  town  had  been  with- 
out a  pastor.  "Nineteen  candidates  had  tried  in  vain" 
for  a  settlement.  The  twentieth  one  succeeded  and  was  be- 
loved and  respected  by  all  his  people.  Mr.  Hall  was  or- 
dained on  the  18th  of  February  following.  The  church 
committee  on  the  ordination  consisted  of  "the  following 
Brothers  viz.  Mr.  David  Nims,  Deacon  Obadiah  Blake,  Mr. 
Simeon  Clark,  Mr.  Benjamin  Hall,  Mr.  Daniel  Kingsbury." 
The  council  w?ts  composed  of  the  pastors  and  delegates 
from  the  churches  of  Windsor  and  Wallingford,  Conn.;  and 
those  of  New  Ipswich,  Rev.  Mr.  Farrar;  Fitzwilliam,  Rev. 
Mr.  Brighani ;  Swanze}',  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard ;  Chesterfield, 
Rev.  Mr.  Wood;  Walpole,  Rev.  Mr.  Fessenden ;  Charles- 
town,  Rev.  Mr.  Olcott;  Claremont,  Rev.  Mr.  Hibbard; 
Dublin,  Rev.  Mr.  Sprague.  The  council  was  entertained 
at  the  tavern  of  Lieut.  Josiah  Richardson,  on  Pleasant 
street,  and  the  next  annual  town  meeting  voted  him 
"  Forty  si.x  pounds  Twelve  Shillings  for  providing  for  the 
Council  at  M^^  Halls  Ordination." 

The  legislature  met  at  Portsmouth  on  the  17th  of 
September,  Major  Timoth}'  Ellis  representing  Keene.  A 
new  apportionment  of  taxes  was  made,  giving  the  number 
of  polls  and  an  inventor}'  of  the  ratable  estates.  Keene 
returned  167  polls,  Richmond  177,  Westmoreland  178,  and 
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Chesterfield  1S9,  the  largest  in  the  county;  but  Keene  re- 
turned much  the  largest  amount  of  taxable  propert3'. 

In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  wool  and  leather,  an 
act  was  passed  prohibiting  the  sale  of  cattle  and  sheep  to 
go  out  of  the  state  excejjt  for  the  use  ot  our  armies.  An 
act  was  also  passed  "to  prevent  the  pernicious  practice  of 
Distilling  into  any  kind  of  spirits  whatever,  Cyder,  Perry 
[the  juice  of  pears],  Wheat,  Indian  Corn,  rye,  Barley  & 
Oats,  or  either  of  them.'' 

Another  act  was  passed  to  com}>el  the  people  to  use 
paper  money  instead  of  gold  and  silver,  and  to  take  it  at 
the  same  value,  dollar  for  dollar.  But  experience  proved 
that  the  laws  of  trade  are  more  potent  than  those  of  leg- 
islatures, for  that  law  could  not  be  enforced. 

At  the  town  meeting  on  the  Sth  of  December,  1777, 
Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Capt.  Davis  Howlett  and  Mr.  Jabez 
Fisher  were  successiveh'  chosen  representatives  to  the  legis- 
lature, but  all  declined  to  serve.  (Probably  on  account  of 
a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  town  concerning  the  Ver- 
mont and  New  Hainpshire  controversy.  See  chapter  on 
New  Hampshire  Grants).  Major  Timothj^  Ellis  was  then 
reelected  "for  the  space  of  one  year." 


CHAPTER  IX. 


K  EVO  LUTI  OX  A  K  Y  W  A  K  —  C  ON  C  L I '  D  E  D. 
1  77S— 1  783. 

A  town  meeting  held  at  the  schoolhouse,  Jan.  19, 
1778,  Col.  Isaac  Wvman,  moderator,  "after  reading  and 
conferring  npon  the  articles  of  Confederation  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,"  voted  to  instruct  the  representative  to 
vote  in  favor  of  calling  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
towns  with  a  view  to  forming  a  plan  of  government  for 
the  state,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
house  of  representatives  passed  on  the  27th  of  December 
previous. 

"Voted  to  adjust  the  suras  paid  to  Continental  soldiers 
so  as  to  put  all  on  equality." 

The  legislature  n^et  at  Exeter  on  the  11th  of  February'. 
Major  Timothy  Ellis  represented  Keene.  On  the  2v5th,  the 
articles  of  confederation  of  the  states  were  adopted,  and  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  all  the  towns  was  called  to 
meet  at  Concord  on  the  10th  of  June,  to  form  a  plan  of 
governnient  for  the  state.  In  the  effort  to  relieve  the  finan- 
cial distress  of  the  people,  another  issue  of  40,000  pounds 
of  paper  mone_v  was  added  to  that  already  afloat. 

The  courts  were  reestablished,  and  Col.  Samuel  Ashley 
of  Winchester  was  appointed  first  justice  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  for  Cheshire  county,  with  Col.  Benjamin 
Bellows  of  Walpole,  Col.  Samuel  Hunt  of  Charlestown,  and 
Dea.  Thomas  Applin  of  Swanzey,  associate  justices.  Other 
appointments  had  been  made,  but  no  regular  courts  had 
been  held  since  1774,  until  this  year.  Col.  Isaac  Wyman 
was  appointed  one  of  the  justices  to  administer  the  oath 
to  the  judges. 

In  April,  the  town  chose  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles  delegate 
to  the  convention  which  met  at  Concord  on  the  10th  of 
June,  "to  form  a  Constitution  and  plan  of  government  for 

the  state." 
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In  Majs  three  of  the  selectmen,  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Silas 
Cook  and  Simeon  Clark,  petitioned  the  legislature  for  per- 
mission to  set  up  a  lottery  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  build  a  bridge  across  the  "East  Branch,"  at  South 
Keene.  The  sum  needed,  in  the  currency  of  the  time,  was 
estimated  at  $6,500.  The  petition  was  supported  by  an- 
other signed  by  the  selectmen  of  Dublin,  Jaflfrey  and  Rindge ; 
but  the  request  was  not  granted.  The  bridge  which  had 
previously  been  built  there  had  been  nearly  destroyed  by 
high  water. 

When  Gen.  Clinton  left  Philadelphia  in  June,  to  march 
across  New  Jersey  to  New  York,  Washington  moved  out 
from  his  encampment  at  Valley  Forge  to  strike  him  on  the 
flank.  He  had  formed  a  light  infantry  corps  of  1,500  men, 
gi\nng  Col.  Cilley  of  New  Hampshire  command  of  one  of 
the  regiments,  with  Henry  Dearborn  promoted  to  lieutenant 
colonel.  That  corps,  and  particularly  Cille3''s  regiment, i 
was  composed  chieflv  of  New  Hampshire  men  —  acknowl- 
edged to  be  among  the  best  in  the  arm3-  —  and,  from  tra- 
dition and  other  indirect  data,  it  is  believed  that  the  Keene 
company,  under  Capt.  Ellis,  was  in  that  corps,  though  the 
records  which  doubtless  would  have  established  that  fact 
were  destroyed  by  the  British  at  Washington,  in  1814-.  - 
Poor's  brigade  and  all  the  New  Hampshire  troops  were  in 
the  division  of  Gen.  Charles  Lee,  who  was  sent  forward  b_v 
Washington  to  make  the  attack  on  Clinton.  But  Lee  was 
a  coward  and  a  traitor,  and  skulked  to  the  rear,  leaving 
his  troops  to  be  attacked  at  disadvantage  and  thrown  in- 
to some  confusion  and  compelled  to  retreat.  Two  miles  to 
the  rear  the}'  met  Washington,  who  reformed  them  behind 
a  battery  of  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  which  he  had  placed 
on  a  ridge.  It  was  just  at  the  close  of  the  da}-,  and  the 
British  began  to  retire.  Without  knowing  what  troops 
the}'  were,  Washington  sent  orders  to  Cilley  to  advance 

i*'Ciiley*s  New  Hampshire  reg-iment  was  the  most  distingrui^hed  corps  iu  the 
battle  of  MoBmonth,  and  the  salvation  of  the  armj  was  owing'  to  their  heroic 
courage."    (Col.  Swett,  in  Appendix  to  Hurnphrej-'s  I.jle  of  Gen.  I'ntnam.) 

2  Zj-bii  Hall  (a  member  of  Capt.  Kllis's  companv).  "son  of  Jesse  Hall  &  Achsah 
his  wife  Dvcd  in  the  army  at  J^ensylrania  state  januari,'  28  1778  aged  2\  Tears 
wanting  one  Day. 

"William  Xelson  (of  Keene)  Dyed  in  the  armT  No  vein.  3d  1776  in  the  46th 
year  of  Life. 

"William  Nelson  son  of  the  above  Dred  in  the  arrny  April  34th  177S  in  the 
18th  year  of  Life."    (Town  Record  of  Deaths.) 
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and  attack,  and  the  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  When 
within  200  yards  of  them,  the  enemy  turned  to  repel  the 
attack.  Col.  Cilley  deployed  his  regiment  into  line;  but 
there  were  two  rail  fences  between  the  two  lines  of  com- 
batants. The  Xew  Hampshire  men  marched  up  and  coolly 
took  down  those  fences  —  the  last  one  within  sixty  3'ards 
of  the  British,  who  jioured  in  a  heavA'  fire  which  our  men 
did  not  deign  to  return  —  then  deliberately  shouldered  arms 
and  advanced  to  charge  them  with  the  ba_vonet.  The  enem}' 
fled,  filed  off  by  their  left  into  a  swamp,  and  renewed  the 
fight.  Cilley 's  men  wheeled  to  the  right  and  again  ad- 
vanced upon  them,  and  when  within  four  rods  halted, 
dressed  lines,  and  gave  them  a  volley  from  the  whole  bat- 
talion front.  The  enemy  again  fled  and  joined  their  main 
body.  1  Poor's  brigade  was  engaged  to  the  left  of  Cille^'. 
Our  army  now  advanced  and  recovered  the  field  of  battle. 

In  the  earh'  part  of  this  year,  a  regiment  under  Col. 
Timothy'  Bedel  was  raised  and  stationed  along  the  frontier, 
for  the  protection  of  the  Connecticut  valley,  now  exposed 
to  invasion  b_v  Indians,  tories  and  Canadians;  and  Col. 
Hazen's  regiment  of  Continental  troops,  composed  partly 
of  New  Hampshire  men,  marched  from  Springfield,  Mass., 
to  No.  4,  and  thence  to  the  upper  Connecticut  valley  for 
the  same  purpose. 

A  brigade  under  Gen.  Whipple  was  also  raised  for  Gen. 
Sullivan's  campaign  against  the  British  in  Rhode  Island. 
Col  .  Aloses  Nichols  joined  that  brigade  with  nine  companies 
of  his  militia  regiment;  Col.  Enoch  Hale,  of  Rindge,  went 
with  four  of  his  companies  —  one  commanded  by  Capt. 
Samuel  Twitchell,  of  Dublin,  another  by  Capt.  James  Lewis, 
of  Marlboro  —  and  Capt.  William  Lee,  of  Chesterfield,  com- 
manded a  company  in  the  battalion  of  Col.  Aloses  Kelly, 
of  Goffstown.  The  men  from  Keene  who  enlisted  in  that 
campaign  were  Joseph  Brown,  Ephraim  Witherell,  Walter 
Wheeler.  Thomas  Morse,  and  Arthur  Cary,  who  went  for 
Su  rry . 

When  Washington's  army  went  into  winter  quarters, 
in  November,  Putnam's  division,  in  which  were  our  New 

W;;:.hn,stoii  sent  an  aidt  to  inq-uire  -svhat  regiment  it  w.as.  "Cilley's:  of 
Nev-  Hatr.^.sbirc  —  full  blooded  Vankees,       God,  Sir,"  was  Dearborn's  reply.  (Col. 
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Hampshire  troops,  marched  to  Danburj,  Conn.,  hixWt  lo^- 
huts  and  quartered  there.  Lt.  Col.  Dearborn,  with  400 
New  Hampshire  men,  did  garrison  duty  a  part  of  the  win- 
ter at  New  London. 

In  November,  the  lepfislature  passed  an  act  confiscating 
the  property  of  certain  prominent  and  obnoxious  tories  in 
the  state.  Among  thcn.i  were  Breed  Batcheller.  of  Packers- 
field ;  Simon  Baxter  and  William  Baxter,  of  Alstead ;  "Jo- 
siah  Pomero3',  physician;  Elijah  Williams,  Esq.;  Thomas 
Cutler  (or  Cutter),  Gentleman;  Eleazur  Sanger,  yeoman, 
and  Robert  Gilmore,  yeoman,  of  Kecne."  Benjamin  Giles, 
of  Newport,  ^lajor  Timoth_v  Ellis,  of  Keene,  and  Elijah 
Babcock  were  appointed  the  committee  to  enter  and  take 
possession  of  the  coirfiscated  estates  in  this  count}".  Those 
estates  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  judge  of  probate,  and 
in  1780,  Daniel  Newcomb,  who  had  come  to  Kecne  in 
1778,  and  begun  the  practice  of  law,  was  appointed 
administrator  of  the  estates  of  Dr.  Pomeroy  and  Elijah 
Williams,  and  their  estates  were  settled  the  same  as  in 
case  of  deceased  persons;  and  the  other  confiscated  estates 
were  disposed  of  in  a  similar  manner. 

The  annual  town  meeting  this  year  voted  to  seat  the 
meetinghouse  and  chose  Silas  Cook,  Abraham  Wheeler, 
Simeon  Clark,  Reuben  Partridge  and  Ichabod  Fisher,  a 
committee  to  direct  the  v%'ork. 

The  adjourned  constitutional  convention  met  in  June, 
and  sent  out  a  "Bill  of  Rights  and  Plan  of  Government" 
to  be  voted  on  by  the  people.  That  plan  was  rejected, 
Keene  voting  unanimouslv  aijainst  it;  and  the  laws  con- 
tinned  to  be  administered  under  the  temporary  government 
adopted  for  the  war. 

The  legislature  met  at  Exeter  on  the  16th  of  June. 
Lieut.  Josiah  Richardson  representing  Keene.  On  the  ISth, 
the  resignation  of  Samuel  Ashley  of  Winchester,  as  colonel, 
and  the  next  day,  that  of  Joseph  Hammond  of  Swanzey. 
as  lieutenant  colonel  "of  the  6th  regiment  of  mditia,''  were 
received  and  accepted ;  lca\dng  iXfajor  Timothy  Ellis  of 
Keene  in  command  of  the  regiment,  and  he  was  soon  after- 
wards promoted  to  the  colonelcy. 
During  that  month,  another  call  came  for  troops  for 
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Rhode  Island,  and  a  l)attrdion  of  800  men,  under  Col. 
Mooney,  was  raised  for  a  sliort  term.  Ephraini  Witherell 
of  Keene  was  a  sergeant,  afterwards  promoted  to  ensign, 
ir)  the  eompany  of  Capt.  E])hraim  Stone  of  Westmoreland; 
and  Arthur  Gary  enlisted  on  the  quota  of  Surry  in  the 
same  eompan}'.  but  John  Hill  went  as  his  substitute,  Jo- 
scph  Brown  of  Keene  also  enlisted  in  the  same  battalion. 

The  legislature  offered  a  bount\^  of  $300  to  each  iTian 
who  would  ctdist,  in  addition  to  the  $200  offered  by  con- 
gress. The  quota  of  Major  Ellis's  regiment  for  that  ser- 
vice, that  year,  was  thirty-three  men.  Three  enlisted  for 
Keene — Lemuel  Tucker, i  John  Green  and  John  Hill — hired 
from  out  of  town  to  fill  the  c[uota  in  accordance  with  a 
vote  of  the  town.  Keene  was  still  a  recruiting  station, 
and  Major  Ellis,  the  mustcir-master,  and  forty-seven  men 
mustered  by  him,  marched  from  here  during  the  summer 
to  join  the  Continental  army.  They  were  paid  six  pounds 
each  for  billeting  from  here  to  Springfield,  Mass. 

In  177S,  the  Seneca  Indiaiis,  aided  hy  the  British,  had 
destroj-ed  the  village  of  Wyoming,  in  Pennsylvania,  mas- 
sacred or  carried  away  captives  all  the  inhabitants,  and 
burned  every  dwelling.  W'ith  the  opening  of  the  spring  of 
1779,  upon  the  solicitation  of  Washington,  Gen.  Sullivan 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  an  expedition  into  the 
country-  of  those  Indians  to  chastise  them,  and  prevent 
further  outrages  of  that  kind.  Sullivan  asked  for  the  New 
Hampshire  troops,  and  Poor's  brigade,  in  the  Third  regi- 
ment of  w'hich  was  the  Keene  compan}',  Capt.  Ellis,  was 
assigned  to  him.  Earl}'  in  April,  the  command  left  its 
quarters  and  marched  via  Pcekskill,  N.  Y.,  and  Easton, 
Pa.,  to  Wyoming,  and  thence  up  the  Susquehanna  river 
into  the  beaxitiful  Chemung  valley  in  New  York,  destroy^ed 
the  Indian  town  of  that  name  and  the  crops  and  villages 
wherever  found.  Near  the  junction  of  the  Tioga  and  Sus- 
quehanna rivers,  Sullivan  was  joined  by  a  force  from  the 
Mohawk  valley,  which  gave  him  three  brigades,  ntmiber- 
ing  about  4.,000  men.  On  the  29th  of  August,  at  the 
Indian  village  of  Newtowai,  near  the  present  Elmira,  he 

'  Re%'()]ution:uT  Ji.->Us,  vol.  H,  p.-tges  700-2,  give  an  account  of  the  pay  and 

)J.Jllntu-^■  rtCfived  l.'y  Use  solciicrs  named  abOTC. 
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attacked  the  savages  under  Joseph  Brandt,  with  about  200 
British  under  Capt.  Butler,  and  routed  them.  Three  Amer- 
icans were  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded.  Capt.  Elijah 
Clayes,  of  Fitzwilliam,  and  one  lieutenant  were  mortally 
wounded.  The  ah  11  age  was  burned  and  the  crops  destroyed. 
The  expedition  advanced  to  Seneca  and  Ca3'uga  lakes  and 
thence  to  the  Genesee  valley,  sending  out  detachments  and 
burning  and  destroying  everything  as  the}-  went,  among 
them  the  large  Indian  town  of  Canandaigua,  All  through 
those  beautiful  valley's  of  western  New  York,  they  found  a 
surprising  degree  of  civilization,  thriving  villages,  extensive 
peach  and  apple  orchards,  luxuriant  crojis  of  all  kinds,  and 
everything  to  indicate  prosperity,  wealth  and  happiness. 
The  stronghold  of  the  Senecas,  near  the  present  Geneseo, 
was  a  town  of  128  comfortable  houses,  with  well  kept 
gardens  and  a  general  air  of  comparative  luxur}-  and  re- 
finement. All  these  were  destro3'ed.  Not  a  building  or  a 
field  of  crops  was  anywhere  left  standing.  The  arm}"  pene- 
trated to  within  twenty  miles  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  then 
returned,  reaching  Easton,  Pa.,  on  the  15th  of  October. 
The  New  Hampshire  troops,  Stark's  brigade  joining  them, 
again  wintered  in  Connecticut,  at  a  place  called  Wild  Cat. 

At  an  adjournment  of  a  town  meeting,  held  on  the  7th 
of  September,  1779  —  the  one  that  voted  against  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  state  government  —  the  following  preamble 
and  vote  were  passed :  "  Whereas  the  Selectmen  of  Ports- 
mouth sent  an  address  to  this  and  the  rest  of  the  towns  in 
this  State,  desiring  their  presence  and  assistance,  b\'  their 
delegates,  to  meet  at  Concord,  in  convention,  to  see  if  they 
can  come  into  some  agreement  to  state  the  price  of  the 
several  articles  bought  and  sold  in  this  state;  therefore, 
voted,  that  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles  attend  said  convention, 
as  a  delegate  from  this  town." 

At  another  meeting  on  the  20th  of  October,  the  town 
voted  330  pounds  to  pay  the  expense  of  raising  men  for 
the  Rhode  Island  campaign,  and  431  pounds  for  that  of 
raising  men  for  the  Continental  service. 

Article  6,  "  To  se  if  the  Town  will  do  any  thing  to- 
wards providing  stuff  for  Building  a  new  meeting  house," 
was  dismissed. 
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In  Novcniljer,  the  lei^islatiire  •f^rnuttd  the  petition  of 
Gen.  J.-iincs  Reed  for  "the  use  and  improvement  of  a 
certain  house  and  al)Ont  twenty-five  aeres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing in  Keen,  heiiig  the  confiscated  estate  of  Dr.  Josiah 
Ponieroy,  an  absentee,  until  i'nrther  order  of  this  Court, 
and  that  lie  enter  into  i>ossession  as  soon  as  the  present 
Lease  expires."  The  judge  of  iirobate  was  directed  "not  to 
sell  the  confiscated  estate  of  Dr.  josiah  Poniero_v."  The 
location  of  Dr.  Pomeroy's  residence  has  already  been  de- 
scribed (page  215).  Gen.  Reed  came  to  Keene  soon  after 
this  time  and  occni:iied  tliose  premises.  "This  Gen.  Reed, 
whose  ordinary  place  of  residence  was  Fitzwilliam,  is 
remembered  here  as  an  aged  Ijlind  man,  and  as  almost 
daily  seen,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  walking  up  and  down 
Main-street,  aiding,  and  guided  by,  Mr.  Washburn,  who 
was  paralysed  on  one  side.  He  received  a  pension."  (An- 
nals. ]jage  51.) 

A  town  meeting  on  the  7th  of  December,  1779,  chose 
Lieut.  Josiah  Ricliardsou  representative  to  the  legislature; 
and  dismissed  the  article,  "To  se  if  it  be  the  mind  of  the 
Town  to  choose  a  committe  to  state  the  price  of  Articles 
bought  and  sold,  agreable  to  the  convention  of  this  state." 

The  winter  of  1779-80  was  one  of  great  severity  and 
hardship,  and  there  was  much  suffering  both  among  the 
people  and  in  the  army.  The  crops  had  not  been  abun- 
dant, and  provisions  were  so  scarce  in  New  Hampshire  that 
the  legislature  prohibited  their  export  except  in  certain 
cases.  The  paper  uionex'  of  congress  was  now  so  depre- 
ciated that  it  took  thirt\-  dollars  of  it  to  buy  one  dollar's 
worth  of  commodities,  and  its  value  was  still  waning. 
People  in  the  vicinity  of  the  army  declined  to  take  it  for 
provisions,  even  to  keep  the  soldiers  from  starving,  until 
they  were  told  that  the  provisions  must  be  had  and  would 
be  taken  in  an}'  event,  w^hen  they  reluctantly  sold  at  ex- 
orbitant prices.  The  soldiers  were  dissatisfied,  and  deser- 
tions and  failures  to  reenlist  reduced  the  army  to  a  skele- 
ton. Very  few  acce]5ted  the  large  bounties  offered.  Many 
soldiers  were  at  home  on  furlough,  and  officers  on  leave, 
most  of  them  destitute  of  money.  An  act  was  passed  by 
the  legislature  granting  $400  to  each  private  and  $500  to 
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each  non-commissioned  officer  "in  part  of  depreciation"  of 
the  currency;  and  in  February  it  was  voted  "That  there 
be  advanced  "  *  *  *  towards  depreciation,  to  each 
colonel  $4,000,  to  each  captain  $2,000,"  and  other  officers 
according;  to  rank,  "to  enable  them  to  repair  to  the  army." 
Congress  made  a  requisition  on  New  Hampshire  for  $15,- 
000,000,  which  was  voted  to  be  raised  by  taxation,  not- 
withstanding the  poverty  of  the  people. 

"In  this  year  [1779],  Capt.  Mack,  of  Gilsuai,  probably 
incited  by  some  of  the  zealous  whigs  in  Keene,  collected  a 
partv  with  a  view  of  apprehending  several  tories,  who  re- 
sided here,  and  who  were  suspected  of  furnishing  the  enemy 
with  provisions.  On  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  May,- 
they  assembled  at  Partridge's  tavern,  near  Wright's  mills, 
on  the  road  to  Surr}'.  In  the  night,  Mack  sent  forward 
several  men,  with  directions  to  place  themselves  separately 
at  the  doors  of  those  houses  where  the  tories  resided,  and 
prevent  their  escape.  At  sunrise  he  rode  into  Keene,  at  the 
head  of  his  party,  with  a  drawn  sword ;  and  when  he 
came  to  the  house  of  a  tor}',  he  ordei-ed  the  sentinel,  stand- 
ing at  the  door,  to  'turn  out  the  prisoner.'  The  prisoner 
being  brought  out,  and  placed  in  the  midst  of  his  party, 
he  proceeded  onward.  Having  gone  through  the  street, 
collected  all  of  them,  and  searched  their  cellars  for  pro- 
visions, of  which  he  found  little,  he  returned  to  the  tavern 
of  Mr.  Hall,  situated  where  Dr.  Twitchell's  house  now 
stands,  and  confined  them  in  a  chamber. 

"But  when  he  first  made  his  appearance,  information 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Howlet,  who  then  commanded  the  militia, 
of  the  commotion  in  the  village.  He  instantly  sent  expresses 
to  warn  his  company  to  appear  forthwith  in  the  street, 
with  their  arms  and  ammunition.  The\'  came  about  the 
middle  of  the  forenoon,  were  paraded,  facing  South,  in 
front  of  the  meeting-house,  then  standing  South  of  where 
it  now  does  —  on  a  line  with  the  North  line  of  West-street 
—  and  were  ordered  to  load  "their  guns  with  powder  and 
ball.  Mack  paraded  his  compan}-  across  the  street  from 
the  tavern  to  the  Watson  house,  facing  their  antagonists. 
Col.  Alexander,  of  W^inchester,  who  then  commanded  the 
regiment,  had  been  sent  for,  and  now  came.  He  asked 
Capt.  Mack  if  he  intended  to  pursue  his  object?    I  do, 

1  The  first  lines  of  a  .«ong,  remembered  by  an  aRed  citizeu,  fixes  the  day  when 
this  party  visited  Keene: 

"  IJpcjn  the  thirty-first  of  May, 
■'Appeared  in  Keene,  at  break  of  driy, 
"A  mob,  both  bold  and  stout." 

Those  who  lived  in  these  times,  well  remember  that  the  inases  were  not  silent 
amid  the  din  of  arms. 
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replied  lie.  at  the  linzanl  of  my  life.  Tlici),  said  tlie  CoUmel, 
eniph.'itically,  you  must  |)re])are  for  eternity,  for  you  shall 
not  Ik;  permitted  to  lake  ven;;eance,  in  this  irre<;iiiar  mode, 
on  anv  nieii,  even  if  they  are  tories.  This  resolute  speeeh 
eooled  the  ardor  of  many.  After  deliberating  a  while, 
Alaek  ordered  his  party  to  face  about,  and  led  them  a 
short  distance  soutlnv.'srd  ;  iind  the  militia  tljcn  w  ent  into 
the  ineeting-honse.  Not  long  afterwards  the  niol)  faced 
about  again,  and  marched  silenth",  by  the  nieeting-housc, 
towards  Surry;  Init  though  silently,  they  did  not  m<arc}i 
in  silence,  for  the  women,  as  they  passed,  furnished  nois\' 
and  livelv  music,  on  tin  ])ans  and  warming  pans,  until 
thev  disappeared  from  view. 

"This  occurrence  is  now  [1850]  relatetl  on  the  authority 
of  John  Guild,  w  ho  then  lived  in  the  village,  i?-now  eighty- 
one  vears  of  age,  and  distinctly  rememl^ers  what  then  took 
jilace.  He  says,  moreover,  that  one  of  the  tories  talcen  was 
a  Mr  Wadsworth,  a  blacksmith,  who  lived  in  a  house  sit- 
uated where  Dr.  C.  G.  Adams's  house  now  is,  and  was 
called  the  Fort  House.  The  relies  of  a  ])lacksmith's  shop 
are  still  visible  on  tlie  lot  adjoining  Dr  Adam's,  North. 

"The  relater's  father,  Dan  Guild,  settled  in  Keenc,  in 
1758,  and  lived  in  a  house  situated  where  tlic  Judge  New- 
comb  house  was  afterwards  built  and  yet  remains.  He  re- 
members that  there  was  one  room,  in  his  father's  house, 
the  walls  of  which  consisted  of  timber  nearly  a  foot  square, 
and  presumes  such  timlicr  was  used  as  a  |)r(>iection  against 
the  Indians. 

"  Dan  Guild  was  a  somewhat  distinguished  man  in  those 
early  times.  He  is  (lescril)ed,  in  the  town  records,  as  Lieu- 
tenant Dan  Guild;  he  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  'judge,  determine  and  act'  on  all  violations  of  the  laws 
of  Keene,  when  all  otlier  laws  were  silent;  he  was  jailor 
of  the  county,  and  removed  the  jail  from  the  place  where 
it  was  first  established,  near  where  the  Emerald  House 
stands,  to  his  own  house,  then  situated  between  the  Field 
house  and  the  Washinirn  house;  or,  to  speak  intelligibly 
to  the  present  generation,  between  Dr  Smith's  house  and 
the  compiler's ;  a  few  years  afterwards  he  was  a])pointed 
one  of  a  committee  to  build  a  new  jail,  and  built  one,  of 
wood,  in  Washington-street,  where  the  stone  jail  now^ 
stands." 

(Annals,  pages  o^,  55.) 
The  winter  of  1779-80  was  the  most  severe  that  had 
ever  been  known  in  this  country.    "Chesa]3eake  \^<\y  is 
covered  with  solid  ice  from  its  head  to  the  mouth  of  the 
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Annapolis  the  ice  is  five  to  scA'en  inches 
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thick,  so  that  loaded  teams  pass  over  it."  (Jefferson's 
notes.)  "Snow  was  so  deeji  in  all  New  England  that  ail 
roads  were  closed  for  some  weeks."  "l*eo])lc  travelled  only 
on  snow-shoes."  '*  Travel  has  not  hccn  so  much  obstructed 
for  fort\'  3'ears."    (Boston  Chronicle,  Jan.  2S,  1780.) 

The  annual  town  meetin.c;  in  1780  voted  to  instruct 
.the  selectmen  to  adjust  Mr.  Hall's  salar\-  with  him,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  the  equivalent 
sum  to  be  ascertained  in  the  month  of  September.  (In 
October  of  tiiat  year  tlic  ratio  of  paper  mone\-  to  specie 
was  67  to  1.)  Two  thousand  poutids  were  raised  for  the 
support  of  schools,  the  selectmet]  to  act  as  school  com- 
mittee. 

"Voted  the  Sum  of  Five  Thousand  pounds  to  be 
assessed  on  the  pools  and  Estates  for  mending'  the  roads 
in  said  Town  said  sum  to  be  paid  b\'  the  Inhabitance  in 
Labour  on  said  Koads  at  four  Dollars  for  Each  liours  La- 
bour per  man  and  for  Oxen  and  other  utensils  Equivalent 
as  usual." 

The  article  to  reimburse  the  Continental  soldiers  for 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency  was  dismissed. 

"Voted  that  the  Singing  in  ])ubiick  worship  be  per- 
formed without  Reading  Line  by  Line  as  they  sing.'' 

The  19th  of  TxLay  was  remarkal)le  for  a  thick  darkness 
that  extended  over  all  New  England,  and  adjacent  parts  of 
New  Vork  and  Canada.  Candles  were  lighted  and  fowls 
went  to  roost  in  the  middle  of  the  da3'.  The  cause  was 
believed  to  btc  the  smoke  of  extensive  forest  fires  mingled 
with  the  vapors  of  a  rainv'  morning. 

Ill  June,  17S0,  ujjon  a  requisition  for  more  troops  for  the 
Continental  service,  the  legislature  ordered  a  draft,  if  foimd 
necessary,  from  the  militia,  and  designated  the  quotas  of 
the  several  regiments  and  towns.  The  quota  of  Keene  was 
five  men ;  and  Peter  Wilder,  Daniel  D.'iy,  Oliver  Osgood 
and  Neheuiiah  Town,i  volunteered,  and  John  Curtis  was 
liired  as  a  recruit  from  out  of  town.  The  term  was  for  six 
months,  and  the  town  voted  them  a  hount\'  of  fifty  dol- 
lars each,  in  currency  "as  it  is  valued  and  stipulated  in 
the  act  of  Court."  The  three  first,  and  probably  all,  went 
into  Lt.  Col.  Dearborn's  corps  of  light  infantrj-. 

iJo<,!ah  Reed  of  Chickab  v  in  Springncld  "  went  as  substitu  te  for  Xehemiah 
Town. 
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The  legislature  also  called  xipon  the  towns  "  to  furnish 
their  respective  proportions  of  the  Quantity  of  Beef  required 
bv  Congress  for  the  supply  of  the  arm}';  That  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  be  directed  to  purchase  such  quantities  of 
Rum  as  they  shall  see  necessary  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
sup])ly  of  the  army;  That  each  Town  &  place  within  this 
state  be  called  upon  to  supplj'  the  Board  of  War  their 
several  quotas  of  clothing  (especially  shirts,  stocks  & 
stockings)  for  the  supply  of  the  army,"  etc.  The  people  of 
the  Connecticut  valley  were  requested  by  the  committee  of 
safety  not  to  sell  their  wheat  and  flour,  but  to  hold  them 
for  sale  to  the  state  authorities. 

A  town  meeting  on  the  20th  of  July,  1780,  "voted  to 
raise  11,309  Ibfe.  Weight  of  Beef  each  person  to  have  Liberty 
to  pa}'  his  equal  Proportion  thereof  in  Beef  or  to  pay  so 
much  money  in  Lieu  thereof  as  he  was  taxed  in  the  Last 
state  and  continental  Tax." 

A  pressing  call  was  also  made  in  June  for  immediate 
reinforcements  for  the  arm}',  to  serve  three  months.  Two 
regiments  were  raised  and  sent  forward  via  Worcester  and 
Springfield.  One  of  these  was  commanded  by  the  veteran 
Col.  Moses  Nichols,  of  Amherst,  in  which  was  a  company 
from  Winchester,  under  Capt.  Nehemiah  Houghton.  In 
that  company,  Joshua  Dnrant  was  ensign,  and  Elijah 
Blake,  Walter  Wheeler  and  Joseph  Brown  were  privates, 
all  of  Keene.  The  regiment  was  designed  especially  for  the 
protection  of  West  Point  and  joined  Arnold's  army  at  that 
post.  Col.  Nichols,  with  his  regiment,  encamped  near  Ar- 
nold's headquarters  at  the  Robinson  House,  ou  the  10th  of 
.August,  and  were  there  at  the  time  of  his  treason.  Those 
troops  were  discharged  on  the  21st  of  October. 

The  legislature  also  ordered  two  companies  of  sixty 
men  each  to  be  raised  for  the  protection  of  the  western 
frontier  of  the  state.  Capt.  Ephraim  Stone  of  W^estmore- 
land,  commanded  one  of  the  companies,  and  Ebenezer  Bill- 
ings of  Keene  was  a  sergeant  in  his  company. 

About  the  middle  of  October,  a  party  of  300  British 
and  Indians  under  Lieut.  Horton  made  a  raid  on  Royal- 
ton,  Yt.,  and  towns  in  that  vicinity,  killed  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants,  took  twenty-five  prisoners,  burnt  buildijigs  and 
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plundered  and  destroyed  property.  The  alarm  spread  rap- 
idh%  and  that  evening  several  hundred  men  collected  at 
Royalton  and  organized,  and  pursued  the  enem3''  so  hotly 
that  thex'  abandoned  their  plunder,  but  retained  their  cap- 
tives. The  alarm  continued  to  spread  —  exaggerated  in 
in  some  cases  until  it  became  a  panic  —  and  volunteers  ral- 
lied in  all  the  towns  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  and  even  in 
the  central  and  eastern  parts  of  the  state.  Col.  Timothy 
Ellis  v^ent  from  Kcene  with  two  companies,  under  Captains 
John  Houghton  and  Josiah  Richardson,  and  marched  as 
far  as  Haverhill.  Nearly  every  town  sent  a  company,  and 
several  of  the  larger  ones  sent  two.  But  the  marauders 
escaped  with  their  prisoners  and  took  them  to  Canada. 
One  died,  but  the  rest  were  exchanged  and  reached  their 
homes  the  next  summer. 

During  this  season,  the  more  active  scenes  of  the  w^ar 
were  in  the  South.  The  New  Hampshire  Continental  troops 
were  stationed  in  New  Jersey,  and  upon  the  discovery  of 
Arnold's  treason,  they  were  immediately  ordered  to  West 
Point  to  defend  that  stronghold.  Capt.  William  Ellis  had 
resigned  on  the  first  of  Januar}',  and,  in  Julv,  Lieut.  Ben- 
jamin Ellis  was  promoted  to  fill  his  place.  Upon  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  the  troops  again  built  log-huts  for 
quarters,  at  a  place  called  Soldier's  Fortune,  on  the  Hud- 
son river,  and  spent  the  winter  there.  The  camp  was 
called  "New  Hampshire  Village." 

Capt.  Benjamin  Ellis  was  at  home  that  winter,  on  re- 
cruiting service,  stationed  at  Charlestown.  Col.  Timoth}' 
Ellis  was  the  muster-master  here,  and  Keene  was  still  a 
rendezvous  for  recruits  and  a  depot  of  stipplies.  In  Janu- 
ar3%  the  legislature  had  apportioned  among  the  towns  the 
number  of  recruits  called  for  hj  congress  for  the  Conti- 
nental army,  the  towns  to  receive  a  bounty  of  twenty 
dollars  for  each  recruit  mustered  into  the  service.  At  a 
meeting  on  the  7th  of  Februar3%  1781,  the  town  voted  to 
raise  its  quota  of  twelve  men  at  once;  and  chose  a  com- 
mittee to  divide  the  ratable  inhabitants  of  the  town  into 
twelve  classes,  each  class  to  furnish  one  man  "upon  their 
own  charge"  as  soon  as  may  be.  That  committee  con- 
sisted of  Capt.  Josiah  Richardson,  Ichabod  Fisher,  Lieut. 
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DrMu  (aiiltl,  Lieut.  Kcubcn  Partri(l<it',  Major  Davis  IIo\vle1.t 
ami  Silas  Cook.  Nal)oLli  Bcttison  and  James  Eddy,  Kcene 
men,  who  had  alrcad\-  served  one  term  of  three  years  in 
Ca])t.  Ellis's  eom])any,  l>esides  perforniin;.^  other  service  in 
1775  and  177G,  reenlistcd  for  three  years  or  the  war,  Edd3' 
on  the  quota  of  Westmoreland.  Silas  Porter,  sixteen  years 
old,  and  John  Morehouse,  both  of  Charlestown,  were  hired 
and  enlisted  for  the  war,  on  the  quota  of  Keene. 

The  annual  town  meeting^  in  1781  voted  Air.  Hall's 
salary  in  the  same  way  as  the  previous  vear ;  and  raised 
eight  thousand  pounds  for  highways,  "  in  Bills  of  old  Con- 
tinental Currency,"  to  be  paid  in  labor  at  the  same  rates 
as  in  the  year  before;  and  four  thousand  pounds  in  the 
same  currency  for  scJiools.  At  an  adjournment  of  that 
meeting  in  May,  another  quota  of  beef  was  voted  to  be 
raised  for  the  army.  On  tlic  same  da^'.  May  30,  at  a  meet- 
ing warned  for  the  purpose.  Daniel  Newcomb  was  chosen 
a  delegate  to  the  convention  which  met  at  Concord  in 
June,  '"to  form  a  constitution  and  plan  of  government  for 
this  state."  ^  The  same  meeting  nominated  Thomas  Baker 
for  justice  of  the  peace,  aiid  he  was  appointed  and  served 
.'is  .'I  magistrate  for  many  years. 

Again,  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  the  militia  of  the  Con- 
necticut valley  was  called  upon  for  two  companies  of  sixt\'- 
five  men  each,  in  addition  to  Whitcomb's  battalion  already 
in  the  field,  to  protect  the  western  frontier  of  the  state. 
Col.  Ellis's  quota  was  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  en- 
sign and  forty-four  enlisted  men,  to  serve  till  November. 
The  rolls  of  those  companies  have  not  been  preserved. 

In  June,  upon  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Washing-ton, 
the  legislature  ordered  another  regiment  of  G50  men  to  be 
raised  for  the  Continental  army  —  to  march  to  West  Point. 
Keeuc  was  called  upon  for  five  men,  and  the  names  of  those 
enlisted  were  Peter  Rice,  Zenas  Lebourveau,  Caleb  Balch, 
Cyrus  Balch  and  Asa  Brittain.  Rice  died  in  the  service, 
Nov.  20.  The  others  were  discharged  Dec.  21.  The  regi- 
ment was  commanded  hx  Lt.  Col.  Daniel  Reynolds  (or 
Runnels),  and  had  marched  as  far  as  Springfield,  Mass., 

'Thai  ci>!3veitt.ioii  conthnied  l<>r  more  than  tvi-o  Tears  and  held  nine  session.-?, 
(  P.clknnfj'!^  TlUtorT  r>f  Nc--v  H;imj»Iiirc.)  Ij/miil  Xi-wconil)  was  the  delegate  from 
Kceiit  duriisj^  the  convention. 
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when  it  was  ordered  to  Cliarlestown,  N.  H.,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  interests  of  New  Hampshire  in  her  contro- 
versy' concerning  the  "  Xew  Hani]i>hirc  Grants." 

At  that  June  session  of  the  legislature  was  atithorized 
the  first  public  luaii  route  in  this  part  of  the  state,  upon 
the  proposition  of  John  Balch  of  Keene ;  and  on  the  27th 
of  Juh',  it  was  established  by  the  committee  of  safety.  iMr. 
Balch  was  appointed  post-rider,  and  he  was  to  "set  out 
from  Portsmouth  on  Saturday  morning  &  to  ride  to  Hav- 
erhill l)y  the  wa_v  of  Concord  &  Piy month,  and  thence 
down  the  RiA-er  to  Charlestown,  Keene  and  to  F'ortsmouth 
again,  which  Tour  is  to  1)e  j)unctually  performed  once  in 
each  &  ever}-  fourteen  days." 

"  The  said  Balch  is  to  Convey  all  public  Acts,  Letters 
&  Dis]:)atches  free  of  Charge  —  For  which  Service  he  shall 
receive  from  this  State  seventy  bard  Dollars  or  paper  monej' 
etpiivalent.  — 

M.  Weare  Pres*  " 
•'I,  John  Balch  do  hereby  agree  to  the  foregoing  pro- 
posals and  engage  punctually  to  perform  the  duty  of  Post- 
rider  agreably  thereto. 

John  Balch." 

The  first  term  was  for  three  snonths,  ljut  Mr.  Balch 
continued  to  ride  for  two  years,  and  then  Timothy  Balch, 
of  Keene,  took  the  contract  and  rode  two  years,  and  was 
reappointed  in  1785.  The  journey  was  made  on  horseback 
except  in  winter.  The  route  remained  substantial!}'  the 
same  for  several  years.  No  appointment  of  a  postmaster 
in  Keene  at  this  time  has  been  found. 

Tn  August  and  September,  17S1,  Washington  quickly- 
transferred  his  arm\'  from  around  New  York  to  Yorktown, 
Va.,  and  on  the  19th  of  October,  Cornwallis  surrendered. 
The  war  was  virtually  ended,  and  joy  and  exultation  filled 
the  hearts  of  the  people. 

Whether  our  soldiers  from  Keene  were  present  at  the 
surrender  is  not  certainly-  known,  but  some  of  the  New 
Hampshire  troops'"  were  in  that  movement.  Upon  their 
return,  one  regiment  under  Lt.  Col.  Henry  Dearborn  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  Saratoga,  the  other  under  Lt.  Col. 
George  Reid,  on  the  Mohawk  river,  l)oth  in  a  department 

J  "A  mrnority  ftf  the  Amcricnri  rirmj  thnt  cfipttired  Cornwallis  w.as  com  posed 
of  New  Eu.Lfiand  troops."    <!>.'Atiiti  %Vtbsttr  —  speech  iii  T'nitcd  Statc-s  senate.) 
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commanded  by  Gcii.  Stark,  the  tliree  New  Hampshire  regi- 
ments havins^  been  eonsolidated  into  two. 

A  town  meeting  in  November,  1  781 ,  chose  Dea.  Daniel 
King-sbury  representative  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  meeting  on  the  11th  of  Deceml)er,  discussed  the  plan 
of  government  sent  out  b}-  the  convention  for  examination 
l)v  the  people,  and  though  objecting  to  one  paragraph, 
voted  to  accept  it  as  it  stood,  rather  than  reject  it.  But 
that  plan  was  rejected  by  the  people  of  the  state. 

During  the  winter  man}'  officers  and  soldiers  came 
home,  as  there  was  no  call  for  their  services.  Most  of 
them  were  destitute  of  money,  and  the  state  had  no  funds 
w^ith  which  to  pay  them.  In  Januar}',  1782,  the  legislature 
voted  them  one  month's  pay  in  beef  and  rum.  The  poverty 
of  the  nation  and  of  the  people  was  distressing.  Congress 
had  no  power  to  impose  taxes  or  collect  duties — had  no 
revenue  whatever  —  and  its  paper  promises  to  -pay  had  con- 
stantly depreciated  in  value,  until  the\'  were  practically 
worthless.  The  nation,  the  states,  and  the  towns  were  all 
deeph'  in  debt. 

In  a  letter  to  Col.  Samuel  Hunt,  commissary  at 
Charlestown,  dated  July  28,  1781,  Mesech  Weare,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  safety  and  acting  governor  of 
the  state,  had  said : 

''The  Difficulty  respecting  the  mone}'  is  trul}'  alarming 
—  as  for  hard  money,  we  have  none,  nor  can  it  be  procured 
on  any  terms.  The  Com'^^^  have  sent  you,  by  M'"  Balch 
who  is  emplo3'ed  as  a  Post  Rider  three  laundred  pounds  of 
the  continental  new  Emission  and  will  furnish  you  with 
more  as  necessity  may  require,  if  this  will  answer,  and  if 
the  Continental  Currency  will  not  answer  we  have  it  not 
in  our  power  to  furnish  any  other." 

The  country  was  still  almost  wholly  covered  with  for- 
est, and  the  people  had  been  too  poor  to  make  roads,  build 
bridges,  or,  except  in  a  few  cases,  erect  any  but  the  cheapest 
dw^eliings.  Specie  was  so  scarce  that  trade  was  carried  on 
chiefly  1)y  barter.  The  people  were  mostly'  farmers  and  sub- 
sisted on  what  they  could  raise,  or  obtain  by  exchanges, 
and  clothed  themselves  wnth  their  own  manufactures; 
while  the  few  mechanics,  merchants  and  professional  men 
bartered  their  skill,  their  labor,  or  their  goods  for  the 
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products  of  the  soil  and  the  skill  and  labor  of  others.  The 
people,  always  inclined  to  expect  too  much  from  political 
measures,  were  disappointed  at  the  results  of  their  scheme 
of  national  independence,  and  some  of  them  "longed  for 
the  flesh  pots  of  Eirypt."  In  some  places  they  became  re- 
fractory and  mutinous. 

In  December  of  this  year,  a  strotig  petition  of  Cheshire 
countA'  men  was  sent  to  the  general  assembh^  representing : 

"That  your  Petitioners  together  with  Other  Inhabitants 
of  this  State  Labour  under  great  and  almost  Intolerable 
Grievances  for  want  of  Currenc3-;  there  being  among  us 
not  One  fourth  part  of  hard  money  for  a  medium  of  Trade. 
Our  Distance  from  the  Seaports  and  our  Situation  in  many 
Respects  such  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  Obtain  hard 
money  in  a  way  of  trade  —  the  coiisequence  is  that  Law- 
suits are  Daily  increasing  and  Lawyers  (tho  often  Neces- 
sary) take  ExorlMtant  fees  hx  means  of  the  Laws  being 
imperfect  {in  that  Resj^ect)  all  which  Grievances  have  a 
tendency  to  stir  up  mobs,  Riots,  Anarcln-  &  Confusion  — 
We  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  honours  in  your  Wis- 
dom will  Devise  means  b}'  which  said  GricA-ances  ma3'  be 
Redressed  h\  making  State  Securities  Live  Stock  and 
Country  Produce  of  all  Kinds  a  Lawfull  Tender  to  an- 
swer all  Executions  Levied  on  De1>tors  —  said  Securities 
Computed  at  their  Nominal  value  and  Country  produce 
to  be  appraised  hy  Substantial  men  ;***** 
therefore  pray  your  honours  to  take  the  same  under  ^'our 
wise  Consideration  and  grant  us  Such  Relief  therein  as  you 
shall  think  best  and  we  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  Ever 
prav  — 

''Decern-^  16  1782." 

The  names  of  citizens  of  Keene  on  that  petition  were: 
"  Stephen  Griswold     John  Griggs  Josiah  Willard 

Sam'"  Daniels  Benja  Hall  Jonas  Prescott 

Thaddeus  Metcalf      Caleb  Tucker        David  Nims  Jr. 
Michal  Metcalf  Benja"  Willis        Ebenezer  Carpenter 

Jesse  Clark  Ezra  Flarvey        Timothy  ElHsJr. 

Josiah  Ellis  .%aron  Willson      Abijah  Metcalf." 

Abijah  Wilder  Thomas  Fisher 

Ichabod  Fisher  Elisha  Briggs 

The  controversy  concerning  the  New  Hampshire  Grants 
threatened  serious  consequences.  The  western  frontier  of 
the  state  w-as  still  in  danger  from  incursions  of  Indians 
and  Canadians,  and  the  state  continued  to  maintain  troops 
along  that  border.    But  negotiations  w-ere  in  progress  for 
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a  ]K'rinnnc'nt  peace,  and  the  peojjle  looked  forward  eagerly 
niid  liopefully  for  better  times. 

Tlie  annual  town  meeting  in  1782  voted  eight3'^  ponnds 
for  Rev.  Mr.  Hall's  salary,  and  "one  Hundred  and  Fifty 
I'ounds  for  mending  the  Highways  to  be  jjaid  in  Labour 
allowing  to  Each  man  four  pence  p*"  hour  for  Ever}-  hours 
faithfull  Lfd)our  and  Two  pence  \Y  hour  for  Each  yoke  of 
oxen  and  for  other  Otensils  the  price  common  among 
Neighbours."  The  paper  currency  had  become  so  nearh' 
worthless  that  the  people  had  gone  back  to  specie  in  their 
reckoning  ol  values,  although  there  was  verj-  little  of  it  iu 
the  country.  Fifty  ]>ounds  was  voted  for  schools  and  a 
bounty  of  fort}'  shillings  for  every  grown  wolf  "killed 
within  this  or  any  of  the  circumjacent  towns  and  twenty 
shillings  for  a  Wolfs  whelp  as  aforesaid." 

April  IG,  the  town  chose  Ichabod  Fisher,  Capt.  Josiah 
Richardson,  Thomas  Baker,  Esq..  Dea.  Daniel  Kingsbury 
and  Lieut.  Dan  Guild  a  committee  "to  make  an  account 
of  the  Service  Each  man  has  Done  in  the  present  war  and 
make  an  avaridgc  so  that  Each  man  ma\'  have  credit  for 
what  he  has  already  done  in  said  Service,  and  also  Divide 
or  class  the  Inhabitance  of  said  Town  into  Twelve  Equal 
classes  (credit  for  what  Each  man  has  Done  to  be  given 
him)  and  Each  class  to  provide  or  hire  a  man  for  the 
Space  of  three  xcars  or  During  the  war  upon  their  own 
cost  (said  classes  to  be  so  made  that  Each  class  pay 
Eqiml  Taxes)."  Four  of  the  classes  furnished  men  —  Caleb 
Fitch,  Levi  Goodenough,  Moses  M.  Howe  and  Archelaus 
Temple  —  who  were  mustered  b^'  Capt.  Benjamin  Ellis,  It 
is  not  known  whether  more  than  one  of  them,  Levi  Good- 
enough,  were  residents  of  the  town.  The  town  had  now 
advanced  £135  O''  o"*  to  her  soldiers  in  the  Continental 
army,  which  sum  was  afterwards  allowed  on  her  account 
for  depreciation. 

The  plan  of  government  was  again  discussed,  and  a 
new  draft  sent  out  by  the  convention  was  acted  on  in 
November,  but  all  tliose  first  drafts  were  killed,  with 
amendments  proposed  hy  the  towns. 

The  legislature  met  at  Concord  in  June.  About  500 
Lidians,  Iroquois,  Ottawas  and  Chippewas,  had  appeared 
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at  Chamblee  on  the  St.  John  river,  with  the  intention  of 
making  incursions  into  New  York  and  New  England.  Two 
companies  of  fift\'  men  each  were  ordered  to  be  raised  and 
sent  forward  immediately,  to  reinforce  the  troops  already 
on  the  upper  Connecticut  for  the  protection  of  the  north- 
western frontier.  Col.  Ellis  was  called  upon  for  one  cap- 
tain and  fourteen  men  from  his  regiment,  and  he  sent  Capt. 
Jonathan  Smith  of  Surry.  Elijah  Blake  and  Abijah  Hall  — 
son  of  Jesse  Hall,  twenty-two  3'ears  old — both  of  Keene, 
enlisted  in  that  company.  The  Indians  were  dissuaded  by 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  then  in  command  of  the  British  forces 
in  America,  from  making  raids;  and  this  was  the  last  men- 
ace of  the  eneni}'  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

A  town  meeting,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1782,  chose 
Nathan  Blake,  Jr.,  Abijah  Wilder  and  Elisha  Briggs  a  com- 
mittee "to  oversee  the  Business  of  Building  the  Rev''  Mr. 
Hall's  house  and  to  agi'ee  with  proper  workmen  for  Car- 
rying on  the  Same."  The  house,  two  stories  high,  front- 
ing on  Pleasant  street,  w'ith  an  L  running  north,  and  a 
bam  be3'ond,  was  built  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the 
Keene  Public  Library.  It  stood  a  little  nearer  the  street 
and  a  little  farther  east  than  the  present  edifice,^  and  had 
a  large  garden  on  the  west  which  w'as  highly  and  artisti- 
cally cultivated  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  after  his  death  by  Judge 
Joel  Pai'ker. 

A  town  meeting  on  the  5th  of  November  re-elected 
Dea.  Daniel  Kingsbur3'  representative  and  chose  Lieut. 
Benjamin  Hall,  Daniel  Newcomb,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Baker, 
Esq.,  a  committee  "to  give  Instructions  to  said  Represen- 
tative." 

Although  the  state  had  confiscated  the  real  estate  of 
obnoxious  tories  for  its  own  benefit — in  the  cause  of  the 
patriots  —  it  jiermitted  the  towns  in  which  the  property 
la^'  to  tax  it,  the  sums  assessed  being  paid  out  of  the 
state  treasury  or  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  those  towns,  for  state  taxes,  or  for  money  raised  to 
hire  Continental  soldiers.    Certificates  of  the  payment  of 

1  The  lot  was  honght  in  18fi4-,  by  Henry  Coloii.r,  of  Julia  K.  Hall,  a  grand- 
daagrhter  of  Rev.  Aaron.     In  Mr.  Colony  built  hi.s  house  —  now  occupied 

by  the  pnblic  library — and  to  give  plact-  for  it,  tbe  main  part  of  the  olil  parson- 
aj;e  was  taken  down  but  the  I>  was  rerooved  by  John  Ahem,  and  is  jiow  the 
L  of  his  present  residence,  63  Castle  street.  The  timbers  of  the  main  part  «xrc 
also  used  in  tlie  construction  of  his  dwelling. 
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tliosc  taxes  b\-  the  state,  which  continued  for  several  3'ears, 
mav  be  found  in  New  naiii])shire  State  Papers,  vol.  12, 
pages  320-2.  There  wcje  \\\o  assessments  in  Keeue  in 
17S2,  one  for  the  state  tax,  the  assessment  being  on 

"Elijah  Wilhams'  land    1..     8..  9 
Josiah  Pomeroy's  land  10..  14..  IV2;" 

and  one  "for  raising  continental  men    *    *  * 

Elijali  Williams'  laud  'l..  10..  10 
Josiah  Pomeroy's  land  11..  10..  9 

"The  above  are  true  extracts  from  the  Original  assess- 
ments Attest  j  assessors 

Ichabod  Fisher      /    for  the 
Reuben  Partridge  J  vear  1782. 

"Feb.  y---  4th  1785  — 

R"^  an  order  on  the  Trcas'"^  iu  behalf  of  the  Selectmen 
for  the  Above  Benjamin  Hall" 

The  resignation  of  Timothy  Ellis  as  colonel  of  the 
militia  regiment  in  this  part  of  the  count}^  was  accepted 
by  the  legislature  iu  Fcbrnar\'. 

The  anuual  town  meeting  iu  17S3  voted  sixty  pounds 
for  schools,  the  districts  to  "provide  their  own  masters 
and  regulate  their  own  affairs." 

Peace  having  been  declared,  and  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  acknowledged,  on  the  19th  of  April  —  the 
eighth  anniversar}'  of  the  beginning  of  the  war  at  Lexing- 
ton—Washington issued  a  proclamation  to  the  arm^^  an- 
nouncing tljc  cessation  of  hostilities.  The  troops  were  dis- 
missed on  furlough,  but  were  not  disbanded  till  October. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  congress,  the  several  states 
"set  apart  the  second  Thursda}^  in  December  as  a  da^'  of 
X>ublic  Thanksgiving;"  and  the  dax-  was  religiously  ob- 
served throughout  the  country. 

Keene  had  furnished  225  ^  eulistnicuts  for  the  v^-ar — 217 
of  them  by  134  citizens  of  the  town,  some  volunteering 
more  than  once ;  and  eight  men  hired  from  out  of  town. 

A  town  meeting,  June  19,  17S3,  "Voted  unanimousl3' 
that  the  Rcjjresentative  be  instructed  to  Use  his  Influence 
that  all  absentees  who  have  absented  themselves  from  any 

1  ! 'r> 'babiy  these  fiprtires  are  too  small,  for  tlie  iinmcs  of  some  Toluntcers  were 
r.tvrr  cntcri.l  on  the  roiI^  — .-js  w.'«s  the  t.ase  wifb  tbc  Nelsons,  father  .OJid  son  — 
and  mriiiy  r.-ils  liavc  beern  dcf-troTtd. 
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of  the  United  States  of  America  and  Joined  with  or  put 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Enemies  of  the 
United  States  of  America  be  utterh'  Dcbared  from  Resid- 
ing within  this  state." 

In  October  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  legislature 
b\'  the  "Gaoler"  and  others  of  Keene  who  "humbly  shew 
that  they  conceive  it  would  he  very  beneficial  not  onh'  to 
the  Public  but  to  the  Town  of  Keene  in  general,  and  the 
Poor  Prisoners  in  Gaol  here  in  particular,  that  y<=  Limits 
of  the  Yard  of  the  Prison  here  might  be  extended  beyond 
what  it  now  is  by  law,  sixty  feet,  so  as  to  take  iu  a  Barn 
and  Shop  that  would  be  very  convenient  for  them  to 
labour  in  and  thereby  Earn  something  for  their  Support 
during  their  being  obliged  to  remain  in  said  Gaol  until 
they  can  sware  out;  *  *  *  *  And  as  iu  duty  bound 
will  ever  pray 

Dan  Guild,  Gaoler       Abuer  {Sanger 
Thos  Baker  Nathan  Blake  jur 

N:  Cooke  Thomas  Field 

Benja  Hall  Israel  Houghton" 

Jer  Stiles 
We  also  find  the  following: 

"State  of  New  Hampshire:  In  Committee  of  Safety, 
Exeter,  Nov^  21,  17S3. 

"  Pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  General  Court,  the  Excise 
on  Spirituous  Liquors  will  be  farmed  at  Public  Vendue  for 
the  term  of  one  3'ear  from  the  first  da3'  of  October  last  by 
Committees  a])pointed  for  that  purpose,  and  at  the  times 
and  places  hereafter  mentioned,  viz. 

*   *   *   *  * 

"  For  the  County  of  Cheshire  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Aaron 
Eames,!  Innholdcr  in  Keene,  on  Thursday  the  22d  day  of 
January"  next  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.    *   *   *  * 

M.  Weare,  Presid*. 

"  By  order  of  the  Com^'^'^" 

The  committee  for  the  sale  of  said  excise  in  Keene  was 
"Mr.  Daniel  Kingsbur}-  &  Capt.  Josiah  Richardson  or 
either  of  them  for  Cheshire." 

In  the  distress  of  the  times  a  convention  met  at  Peter- 
boro,  in  October,  to  consult  upon  grievances  with  a  view 

^  Aaron  Eamcs  was  keeping  the  Ralston  tavern  in  17S6.  {Deed  to  Win. 
Totld,  grantee.) 
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to  Invin.t;  lliem  l)cf(>re  tlic-  lei^islature,  and  Mnjor  Davis 
Hewlett  was  sent  as  a  fklep^ate  from  Keenc;  but  nothing 
came  oi"  that  movement.  On  tlie  31st  of  October,  the  state 
convention  at  Concord  adopted  a  constitution  wliich  was 
accepted  the  people  and  ])ecame  tlie  fundamental  law  of 
the  state. 

The  number  of  i^atable  polls  in  town  this  3'car,  as  re- 
turned by  the  selectmen  to  the  general  assembly  in  Decem- 
ber, was  228. 


CHAPTER  X. 


THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS. 
1741— 1TS2. 

When  the  south  bouiularv  Hue  of  New  ITainpshire  was 
established,  in  1741,  it  \\s.s  supposed  that  that  Hne  ex- 
teiide(i  the  same  distance  west  as  the  north  line  of  Massa- 
clmsetts,  and  New  Hampshire  claimed  what  is  now  Yer 
niont  as  a  part  of  her  territory.  In  1749,  Gov,  Benning 
Wentworth  granted  the  town  of  Ikmiington,  naming  it 
for  himself,  and  not  long  afterwards  he  granted  other 
townships,  as  his  commission  from  the  king  authorized  and 
commanded  him  to  do.  After  the  last  French  and  Indian 
war,  1755—1760,  the  demand  for  those  lands  was  so  great 
that,  in  1764,  he  had  granted  138  townships  west  of  the 
Connecticut  river;  and  that  territory  was  called  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants. 

But  New  A'ork  also  claimed  that  territory,  and  its  gov- 
ernor issued  grants  to  its  lands,  in  many  cases  the  same 
that  Gov.  Wentworth  had  granted.  In  1764,  upon  an  ap- 
peal to  the  king,  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut  river 
was  declared  to  be  the  boundar}'  line  between  New  York 
and  New  Hampshire.  But  the  language  of  the  decree  was 
slighth'  ambiguous,  and  Gov.  Wentworth  and  his  grantees 
claimed  that  his  grants  were  legal,  and  that  the  titles  of 
those  grantees  to  the  lands  were  still  valid ;  while  the  New 
Y'orkers  claimed  that  the\-  were  illegal  and  void.  The  con- 
troversy became  a  xery  lively  and  serious  one.  New  York 
sheriffs  were  sent  to  dispossess  the  New  Hampshire  settlers 
—  in  some  cases  the  New  York  grantees  drove  them  off  and 
burned  their  log-cabins  —  but  those  settlers  banded  together, 
appointed  committees  of  safety,  formed  a  corps  of  "Green 
Mountain  Boys"  under  energetic  officers,  with  Ethan  Allen 
for  their  colonel,  and  resolutely  determined  to  defend  their 
rights.  The  leaders  were  indicted  by  the  New  York  courts, 
but  the  officers  sent  to  arrest  them  were  seized  by  the 
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people  and  chastised  with  switches.  Tliose  Green  Moun- 
tain Boys  were  afterwards  ])atriots  in  tlie  Revolution,  and 
did  eflfectivc  service,  while  the  New  York  claimants  were 
mostly  tories. 

The  authorities  of  New  York  attempted  to  hold  the 
kinf^'s  court  at  ^Vestnlinster,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1775. 
As  the  day  approached  the  excitement  fjecame  intense. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  vicinit}-  assembled  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  courthouse,  but  without  firearms.  The  sheriff 
appeared  at  the  head  of  a  l)od\'  of  armed  tories,  demanded 
admission  and  ordered  the  people  tf)  dis])erse;  hut  he  failed 
to  enforce  his  orders  and  retired  with  his  posse  to  the 
Royal  Tavern  in  tlie  village.  The  whigs  also  retired  for 
the  night,  leaving  a  guard  in  the  courthouse,  thotigh  still 
without  firearms.  Just  before  midnight  tlie  sheriff  and  his 
party  again  appeared  at  the  courthouse  and  demanded 
])ossession ;  but  were  again  refused.  Thev  then  broke  in 
the  door,  and  opened  fire  on  the  guard,  wounding  ten  men. 
two  of  whom,  William  French  of  Brattlcboro,  and  Daniel 
Houghton  of  Dnrnmcrston,  died  of  their  wounds;  claimed 
to  have  been  the  first  blood  shed  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

News  of  the  outrage  spread  rapidly,  and  soon  after 
noon  500  men  were  on  the  ground,  about  one-half  of  them 
from  New  Hfimpshire.  The  Westminster  company  of 
militia  turned  out  in  full  force.  One  company  from  Wal- 
pole  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Benjamin  Bellows,  after- 
w;irds  a  colonel  of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  did  much  to 
calm  the  excited  crowd.  Two  of  the  judges,  the  clerk  and 
the  sheriff  were  sent  to  jail  at  Northampton  to  be  held  for 
trial.  A  convention  of  delegates  from  the  towns  was  held 
at  Westminster  on  the  11th  of  April  with  a  view  to  a 
more  completely  organized  resistance  to  the  authority  of 
New  York ;  but  ihe  iiffair  of  I.,exington  and  Concord, 
quickly  followed  l)y  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  by  Ethan 
Allen  and  his  Green  Mountain  Boys,  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  and  other  exciting  events  of  a  more  general  character, 
diverted  attention  from  merely  local  affairs. 

But  the  New  Hampshire  grantees,  while  resisting  the 
authority  of  New  York,  felt  the  need  of  civil  government 
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and  the  protection  of  laws  admiiiistered  b_Y  the  courts ; 
and  a  convention  was  held  at  Dorset,  in  July,  1776  —  ad- 
journed from  time  to  time  —  with  a  view  to  forming  a 
separate  state  government.  At  its  last  session,  in  1777, 
that  convention  resolved  Dnanirnouslv  that  the  district  of 
territory  "usnally  known  b^'  t!ie  name  and  description  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  of  right  ought  to  be,  and  is 
hereby  declared  forever  hereafter  to  be,  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent jurisdiction,  or  state;  to  be  forever  hereafter  called, 
known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  New  Connecti- 
cut,i  alias  Vermont;"  -  and  petitioned  congress  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Union. 

During  all  these  years,  civil  affairs  in  New  Hampshire 
were  in  a  confused  state;  the  eonrts  were  suspended  and 
there  was  no  administration  of  justice.  The  inhabitants  of 
some  of  the  towns  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut,  at 
that  time  considered  quite  remote  from  the  centre  of  polit- 
ical power  in  New  Hampshire,  became  dissatisfied  and  pro- 
posed to  join  the  new  state,  the  central  power  of  which 
would  be  in  the  Connecticut  valley.  It  was  claimed  by 
many  that  the  west  line  of  New  Hampshire  was  that  of 
the  original  grant  to  Capt.  John  Mason,  in  1029.  That 
grant  was  described  as  extending  sixty  miles  from  the  sea, 
and  the  western  boundary  was  thus  nsade  a  curved  line 
which  has  since  been  known  as  the  "  Masonian  line,"  or 
the  "Patent  line"  of  New  Hampshire,  (already  described 
in  chapter  3.)  That  line  extended,  left  the  greater  part  of 
Grafton  county  outside  of  New  Hampshire.  Hanover  and 
several  other  towns  in  that  vicinity  had  refused  to  send 
delegates  to  the  convention  for  forming  a  government  in 
New  Hampshire,  in  December,  1773.  In  July,  1776,  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  from  eleven  towns  in  that  vicinity  had 
held  a  convention  in  College  Hall,  Dresden,  now  Hanover, 
with  a  view  to  setting  up  a  separate  state  government  in 
the  Connecticut  valley.  President  Wheelock  and  some 
others  of  the  leading  men  connected  with  Dartmouth  col- 
lege had  come  from  Connecticut,  and  the  trustees  and  fac- 
ulty hoped  to  make  that  institution  the  centre  of  political 

1  The  settlers  of  the  "Grants"  were  large!?-  frova  Coiinectictjt.  as  were  many 
of  those  in  the  towns  cast  of  ttie  river. 

2 Thompson's  lUstory  of  Vermont  .ind  Hall's  History  of  Eastern  Vermont. 
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power  in  nortliern  New  K^ni^land,  with  Hanover  for  tlie 
ca])ital  of  the  "New  Connecticut."  All  the  Grafton,  and 
several  of  the  Cheshire  county  towns,  refused  to  send  rep- 
resentatives to  the  new  assembly  which  met  at  Exeter,  on 
the  ISth  of  December,  177(j.  More  than  fort}'  towns  were 
thus  detached  from  the  Exeter  government.  Keene  was 
divided  in  sentiment  on  the  question,  and  at  the  town 
meetijig,  December  S,  to  choose  a  representative  to  that 
assembly',  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles.  Capt.  Davis  Howlett  and 
Mr.  Jabez  Fisher  were  successively  chosen,  but  all  declined 
to  serve  —  dou])tless  l)ecause  they  were  favorable  to  the  new 
state  —  and  Major  Timothy  Ellis  was  elected;  and  Major 
Ellis  was  appointed  on  a  special  committee  to  consider  the 
grievances  and  complaints  of  "sundr\'  towns  and  people 
in  the  countj'  of  Grafton  &  an}'  other  towns." 

But  Burgoyne's  invasion  in  the  spring  of  1777  drew 
the  attention  of  all  and  caused  great  alarm  and  anxiety 
throughout  this  part  of  the  countr}'.  The  settlers  of  the 
Grants  called  lustilv  upon  New  Hampshii-e  for  aid,  and 
the  people  united  heartily  in  the  common  defence.  But, 
Burg03'ne  and  his  army  disposed  of,  the  political  quarrel 
burst  out  afresh. 

When  the  legislature  of  the  new  state  —  which  had 
adopted  the  name  of  Vermont,  but  had  not  been  admitted 
to  the  Union  —  met  for  the  first  time  at  Windsor,  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1778,  sixteen  towns  on  the  cast  side  of 
the  river  asked  to  be  admitted  to  that  state,  and  they 
were  received.  Public  opinion  in  Cheshire  county  was 
divided  and  a  convention  of  delegates  from  several  of  the 
towns  had  met  at  Surry  in  January,  to  discuss  the  situa- 
tion. Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Major  Timothy  Ellis  and 
Capt.  Isaac  Griswold  w-ere  the  delegates  from  Keene.  No 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  convention  has  been 
found.  Professor  Bczalccl  Woodward,  of  Dartmouth  col- 
lege, was  elected  clerk  of  the  new  house  of  representatives, 
President  Wheelock  was  made  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
the  "College  part_v,"  as  it  was  called,  was  strong  enough 
to  carry  through  a  resolution  declaring  it  to  be  the  right 
of  the  Grants  w^est  of  the  Mason  line  to  unite  under  one 
state  government.    But  upon  a  recurrence  of  that  question 
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at  the  next  session  a  majority  voted  against  proceeding 
farther  with  that  union.  The  New  Hampshire  members 
then  withdrew,  followed  by  the  lieutenant  governor,  two 
councilmen  and  fifteen  members  of  the  house  from  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  representing  towns  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dartmouth  college.  They  called  a  convention,  inviting 
the  towns  on  both  sides  of  the  river  to  join  them,  with 
the  view  of  forming  a  state  in  the  Connecticut  valk}-,  to 
be  called  New  Connecticut. 

That  convention  met  at  Cornish,  on  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1778.  Keene  was  invited  but  declined  to  send  dele- 
gates. Overtures  were  made  to  New  Hampshire  to  unite 
with  the  contemplated  new  state,  but  the  scheme  of  the 
college  part}'  for  their  own  aggrandizement  was  evident, 
and  President  Weare  and  other  leaders  in  New  Hamp- 
shire were  active  in  their  efforts  to  counteract  this  seces- 
sion. 

A  majority  of  the  people  of  Keenc  continued  lo3'al  to 
New  Hampshire,  and,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Alarch, 
1779,  the  town  "Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  a  committee 
to  give  the  Representative  Instructions  to  use  his  Influence 
that  the  Delegates  belonging  to  this  State  who  are  memr 
bers  of  the  Continental  congress  La\'  claim  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants  So  called  on  the  West  side  of  Coneticutt 
River;  Provided  that  Congress  will  not  confirm  the  same 
into  a  New  State."  A  committee  of  the  Exeter  legis- 
lature reported  on  the  2d  of  April  that  "New  Hamjjshire 
should  lay  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  the 
Grants."  New  York  still  claimed  all  the  territory  west  of 
the  river,  and  there  were  many  loyalists,  New  York 
grantees  and  others,  who  supported  her  claims.  A  conven- 
tion of  the  New  York  party  was  held  at  Brattleboro  on 
the  4th  of  May,  1779,  which  adopted  resolutions  entreat- 
ing Gov.  Clinton  to  "protect  the  loyaX  subjects  in  that 
part  of  the  state." 

A  convention  at  Dartmouth  college  on  the  30th  of 
August,  anticipating  the  formation  of  their  state  of  New 
Connecticut,  planned  an  expedition  into  Canada,  and 
petitioned  congress  to  order  such  a  movement.  Fifteen 
hundred  men,  500  horses,  100  teams,  10,000  bushels  of 
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wlicTit,  Mini  otlicr  sui»])]ifs  in  .'il^undance  were  promised 
from  the  patriots  of  the  Grants  between  the  Green  Moun- 
tains and  the  Mason  line. 

Tlic  people  of  the  Grants  had  readied  a  state  of  chronic 
alarm  and  uncertainty.  Without  civil  government,  con- 
stantly harassed  with  the  fear  of  invasion  the  British 
from  Canada  and  raids  In-  the  Indians,  they  were  readj' 
to  adopt  any  democratic  republican  government  that 
^vould  give  tlieni  protection.  A  majority  of  those  in  the 
western  part  of  New  Hamjjshirc  at  this  time  preferred  a 
union  with  Vermont.  Those  in  Cheshire  county  who  held 
to  tliat  opinioTi  called  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
several  towns,  at  Wal])ole,  on  the  15th  of  November,  1780. 
Daniel  Ncwconib,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  John  Houghton  were 
the  delegates  from  Kecne.  Col.  Benjamin  Bellows  of  Wal- 
pole  was  chosen  president,  and  Daniel  Newcomb  of  Keene, 
clcrls  of  the  convention.  Col.  Bellows,  Col.  Samuel  Hunt 
of  Cliarlestown,  Capt.  Lemuel  Holmes  of  Siarry,  Daniel 
Jones,  Esq.,  of  Hinsdale,  and  Dr.  William  Page  of  Charles- 
town  were  appoitited  a  committee  to  report  the  senti- 
ments of  the  convention.  Their  report, i  which  was  adopted 
by  the  convention,  and  printed  and  distributed  in  the 
towns,  was  an  argument  in  favor  of  a  union  of  the  grants; 
and  a  recommendation  that  a  convention  of  delegates  from 
all  the  towns  in  the  grants,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  be 
l)eld  at  Cliarlestown,  on  the  16th  of  January,  following, 
for  the  ])urpose  of  ado])ting  measures  for  such  union. 
Forty-three  towns  accepted  the  invitation  and  sent  dele- 
gates, twelve  of  whom  were  members  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire legislature.  Keene  sent  Col.  Timothy  Ellis  and  Daniel 
Xewcomlj,  Esq.,  and  "Voted  to  Instruct  the  Delegates  to 
come  into  a  Union  with  said  Grants  in  case  they  (the 
said  Grants)  be  annexed  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
and  not  Otherwise." 

P^ach  party  in  interest  made  strenuous  efforts  to  con- 
trol tliat  convention,  and  New  Hampshire  was  threatened 
v^-ith  the  loss  of  two-thirds  of  its  territory.  New  York  sent 
emissaries  to  advocate  the  New  Connecticut  scheme,  hop- 
ing, as  a  final  result,  to  secure  the  territory  west  of  the 

-  j">e  fi5l]  text  of  that  report  is  given  in  the  State  Paper.?  of  both  Kcw 
Hampsbirc  and  Vri  rnont ;  and  also  in  the  .4nnals  of  Keene,  page  oS. 
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river.  The  governor  and  council  of  Yermont  sent  Ira  Allen, 
a  3-ounger  brother  of  Ethan,  an  able  man  and  an  adroit 
politician,  to  act  for  that  state. 

The  convention  met  as  called,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  business  for  its  consideration.  On  the 
18th,  that  committee  reported  in  favor  of  uniting  all  the 
grants  to  New  Hampshire.  The  report  was  adopted  by  a 
large  majority.  The  New  Hampshire  partisans  were  elated 
and  hilarious  over  their  success.  But  Allen  arrived  on  the 
scene  during  the  day,  and  he  and  his  friends  spent  the  night 
among  the  delegates.  The  result  was  that  the  next  morn- 
ing the  vote  was  reconsidered  and  reversed,  the  convention 
voting  almost  unanimoush-  to  unite  all  the  grants  west  of 
the  Mason  line  to  Yermont.  Eleven  delegates,  including 
the  two  from  Keene,  entered  a  written  protest  against 
that  action. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  authori- 
ties of  Yermont,  and  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Cornish,  on  the  8th  of  February  —  the  day  set  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Yermont  legislature  at  Windsor,  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  from  Cornish.  On  the  14th  of 
February  the  Yermont  legislature  passed  a  resolution  in 
favor  of  the  union,  and  a  committee  conferred  with  the 
convention  then  sitting  at  Cornish.  The  question  was 
again  referred  to  the  towns  and  thirtvrfive  towns  in  New 
Hampshire  and  thirty-six  in  Yermont,  a  large  majority  of 
those  acting,  voted  in  favor  of  the  union ;  and  representa- 
tives from  the  thirty-five  New  Hampshire  towns  crossed 
the  river  and  took  seats  in  the  Yermont  legislature.  Rich- 
mond, then  one  of  the  largest  towns  and  sending  two 
representatives,  A'oted  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  union; 
and  Chesterfield  and  some  other  towns  were  nearly  unani- 
mous on  the  same  side.  All  the  towns  in  Cheshire  county 
west  of  the  Mason  line,  except  Keene,  Swanzey  and  Win- 
chester, joined  the  union.  The  vote  of  Keene,  taken  at  a 
legal  meeting  on  the  26th  of  March,  1781,  stood  twent\'- 
nine  in  favor  and  fift3'-eight  against  the  union. 

But  Yermont  claimed  jurisdiction  over  all  the  towns  in 
question  whether  they  voluntarily  joined  or  not,  as  appears 
b}'  the  following  warrant,  copied  from  the  State  Papers. 
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"State  of  Vermont 

In  ;:^encral  Assenil)ly  Windsor  Aprill  1^'^  1781. 

"to  either  of  the  eonstablcs  of  the  town  of  keen  in  the 
county  of  Clicshire  greetinj^  —  Where  as  by  a  late  union  of 
the  whole  of  the  New  Hampshire  ;j^rants  with  the  state  of 
Vermont  *  *  *  *  *  these  are  therefore  to  direct  you  upon 
sight  hereof  to  warn  all  the  freeholders  and  other  inhaVji- 
tants  in  s''  town  of  keen  that  have  a  right  b}'  law  to  vote 
to  assemlile  at  the  usual  place  for  holding  town  meetings 
in  s''  town  as  soon  as  may  bee  and  that  you  then  and 
their  call  upon  them  to  bring  in  their  votes  successivelly 
for  two  representatives  of  Said  town  to  take  their  seats 
forthwith  in  this  lious  as  law  directs  that  3'ou  make 
declartion  of  the  persons  chosen  and  return  the  same  to 
this  Assembly 

,  excrats  from  the  Journalls 
by  order  of  assembly 
Noah  hopkins  Clark." 

Under  this  warrant,  an  election  must  have  been  held, 
and  the  veteran  Col.  Isaac  Wyman,  and  Mr.  Ezra  Stiles 
were  chosen  representatives,  notwithstanding  the  vote  in 
March,  as  their  names  appear  as  members  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  Vermont  legislature.  But  no  record  of  that 
town  meeting,  or  of  the  warrant,  appears  on  the  town 
books.  Evidenth'  there  was  a  bitter  feud  in  Kcene  on  this 
question,  as  there  was  in  most  of  the  towns,  and  when 
allegiance  to  New  Hampshire  was  resumed  in  full,  nearl3' 
all  records  concerning  the  connection  of  the  town  with 
Vermont  were  doubtless  expunged,  if  an3''  had  been  made. 

The  legislature  of  the  new  state  divided  the  New 
Hampshire  portion  into  the  four  probate  districts  of 
Kecne,  Claremont,  Dresden  and  Haverhill,  and  established 
the  new  Vermont  counties  of  Washington  and  Orange, 
corresponding  to  those  of  Cheshire  and  Grafton. 

The  harassing  condition  of  affairs  at  this  time  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  letter  of  Col.  Timothy  Ellis  to  the 
committee  of  safet}-  of  New  Hampshire: 

"Keene,  Aug*  7,  1781. 

"  Gentlemen  — 

I  am  informed  that  3-ou  have  rec'^  some  late  intelli- 
gence from  Gen.  Sullivan  respecting  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants — if  it  is  anything  favorable  to  the  friends  of  N. 
Hampshire,  I  wish  it  may  be  published  &  sent  to  us  by 
the  next  Post:  for  we  are  in  a  \^xy  distressing  situation, 
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and  need  every  possible  Encouraf^ement  &  assistauce  to 
enable  us  to  supjjort  the  Ri<^hts  of  N.  Hampshire  ag-ainst 
the  rapacious  claim  of  Vermont.  They  have,  by  a  Resolve 
of  their  General  Court  appointed  and  authorized  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  the  Records  of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas 
in  this  County  and  have  order'd  the  Clerk  to  deliver  them 
up  for  the  use  of  (what  they  call)  the  County  of  Washing- 
ton. They  have  laid  a  Tax  of  10  /  (ten  shillings)  silver 
mone}'  upon  every  hundred  acres  of  our  Land,  and  are 
making  hast3'  Preparations  to  collect  it.  They  have  Com- 
missioned Judges  for  their  County  Court,  which  is  to  be 
held  in  Keene  the  14th  day  of  August  inst.  and  I  suppose 
will  proceed  to  do  Business  under  Vermont,  unless  pre- 
vented b_v  New  Hampshire.  In  this  critical  Juncture,  I 
have  to  ask  your  advice  &  Direction,  and  hope  you  will 
bear  us  in  mind,  and  not  forsake  us  in  our  Distress. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  with  much  Respect 
Your  humble  servant 
Timothy  Ellis." 

Delegates  from  the  towns  of  Keene,  Swanzey,  Rich- 
mond, Winchester,  Chesterfield,  Westmoreland,  Walpole, 
Surr3',  Gilsum  and  Alstead  met  at  Keene  on  the  21st  of 
September  to  consider  the  political  situation,  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  lay  the  case  of  Cheshire  county  before  the 
committee  of  safety.  Similar  action  was  taken  hy  parties 
in  Grafton  county,  where  complaints  were  made  of  out- 
rages committed  b3'  the  partisans  of  Vermont ;  and  orders 
were  issued  to  Col.  Charles  Johnson,  commanding  a  bat- 
talion of  troops  on  the  northwest  border  of  the  state,  to 
preserve  the  peace. 

The  next  session  of  the  legislature  of  the  new  state 
w^as  held  at  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  beginning  October  11, 
nearly  all  the  tow^ns  west  of  the  Mason  line  being  repre- 
sented. Col.  Wyman,  of  Keene,  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished members,  and  Mr.  Stiles  was  appointed  one  of 
nine  commissioners  to  adjust  the  boundary  line  between 
the  new  state  and  New  Hampshire.  Peleg  Sprague,  after- 
wards a  citizen  of  Keene  and  member  of  congress,  repre- 
sented Acworth. 

There  was  excitement  when  it  was  learned  that  the 
legislature  of  the  new  state  was  to  hold  its  session  on 
New  Hampshire  soil.  On  the  20th  of  September  the  New 
Hampshire  committee  of  safety  sent  an  express  to  Lt.  Col. 
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Kcvnolds  (or  Riiiinclls)  at  S]jri)i;4ricl(1,  Mass.,  who  was 
tlierc  witli  his  New  Ilam])shire  re<^inicnt  on  his  way  to 
reinforce  Washini^ton's  army,  to  march  at  once  to  Charles- 
town.  The  excitement  was  not  alla_ved  when,  a  few  days 
later,  that  regiment  received  a  supply  of  ammunition. 

But  it  was  soon  learned  that  congress  would  receive 
Vermont  into  the  Union  i)rovided  she  would  give  up  her 
connection  with  the  New  Hampshire  towns  and  those  she 
had  also  annexed  from  New  York.  This  cooled  tlie  ardor 
of  the  ninet3'-one  members  from  the  towns  west  of  the 
river,  and  left  the  forty-six  from  those  on  the  east  side  in 
a  helpless  minority;  and  yet  the  latter,  dominated  by-  the 
"College  party,"  voted  to  stand  b}'  their  new  organization. 

The  civil  authorities  of  New  HamjDshire  and  Vermont 
now  began  to  come  in  conflict.  Cheshire  count}'.  N.  H., 
and  Washington  count\',  Vt.,  covered  the  same  territory. 
Each  had  its  courts,  sheriffs  and  constables,  and  the  clash- 
ing began  to  be  serious. 

In  November,  1781,  Nathaniel  Bingham  and  John 
Grandy,  jr.,  of  Chesterfield,  were  arrested  by  Isaac  Gris- 
wold,  of  Keene,  a  deputy  sheriff,  upon  a  warrant  issued  by 
Samuel  King,  of  Chesterfield,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  both 
officers  of  Vermont,  for  resistance  to  a  constable  of  that 
state,  and  committed  to  jail  at  Charlestown.  They  peti- 
tioned the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  for  relief,  and  on 
the  28th,  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  committee  of 
safety  "to  issue  their  Order  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Cheshire  to  release  from  Prison  all  persons  confined  *  * 
*  *  *  by  order  Process  or  Authority  of  anj^  pretended 
Court,  Magistrate,  OflRcers  or  other  Persons  claiming 
Authority  from  the  said  state  of  Vermont,  and  to  appre- 
hend the  persons  who  heretofore  have  exercised  *  *  *  * 
Power  or  Authoritj"  within  the  said  counties  of  Cheshire 
or  Grafton  from,  by  or  under  the  said  pretended  Authority 
of  Vermont,  and  to  convey  said  Offenders  to  the  common 
Gaol  in  the  County  of  Rockingham."  And  the  committee 
of  safetv  was  empowered  to  raise  a  force,  civil  or  military^ 
sufficient  to  execute  the  order. 

Col.  Enoch  Hale,  of  Rindge,  sheriff  of  Cheshire  county, 
attempted  to  execute   the   order,  but  without  sufficient 
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force,  and  was  himself  arrested,  for  attempting  to  break 
into  the  jail,  by  the  same  Vermont  deputy  who  had  made 
the  first  arrest  —  Capt.  Isaac  Griswold  of  Keene  —  upon  a 
mittimus  issued  b\'  Benj.  Giies  of  Newport,  Nathaniel  S. 
Prentice  of  Alstead,  and  Elijah  Bingham,  "pretended" 
justices  of  the  "  pretended  State  of  Vermont,"  and  com- 
mitted to  jail  at  Charlestown.  Sheriff  Hale  at  once  applied 
to  Dr.  William  Page,  of  Charlestown,  the  *' ]jretended " 
sheriff  of  Washington  coniit_v,  for  release  on  parole  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  Gen.  Bellows  at  Walpole,  with  a 
view  to  raising  the  militia  of  Cheshire  county,  and  the 
release  was  ver3-  courteoush'  granted.  Gen.  Bellows  did 
not  deem  it  advisable  to  call  out  the  troops,  but  forwarded 
Col.  Hale's  apxieal  by  express  to  President  Weare,  at  Exe- 
ter; and  Col.  Hale  himself  returned  to  his  quarters  in  the 
jail.  He  was  allowed  the  libertj-  of  the  "yard,"  which 
covered  the  village  of  Charlestown.  Gen.  Bellows  also 
reported  to  President  Weare,  that  the  officers  of  Vermont 
were  determined  to  maintain  their  authority,  and  could 
raise  "six  hundred  men  at  short  notice  who  will  resolutely 
dispute  the  ground  Inch  by  Inch;"  and  advised  that  troops 
be  raised  from  without  the  county  —  evidently  feeling  that 
Cheshire  county  men  could  not  be  relied  upon,  as  the 
people  were  about  equally  divided  in  sentiment  —  and  that 
the  supremacy  of  the  state  be  established. 

The  committee  of  safety  met  on  the  4th  of  December, 
and  the  next  day  issued  orders  to  Brigadier  Generals 
Nichols  of  Amherst  and  Bellows  of  Walpole  to  furnish 
troops  from  their  commands  for  the  relief  of  Sheriff  Hale. 
Gen.  Francis  Blood  of  Temple,  state  commissary  in  the 
army,  was  ordered  to  furnish  the  troops  with  supplies. 

The  "pretended"  sheriff  of  "Washington  county,"  Dr. 
Page,  appealed  to  the  military'  authorities  of  Vermont  for 
troops,  and  four  regiments  were  at  once  put  under  ordei-s 
for  immediate  movement.  Two  of  the  regiments  were  in 
"Washington  count}' "  commanded  bv  Colonels  Samuel 
King  of  Chesterfield  —  whose  warrant  as  justice  of  the 
peace  had  caused  this  excitement — and  Wm.  Hey  wood  of 
Charlestown  ;  and  the  men  of  those  regiments  were  citizens 
of  New  Hampshire. 
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Gov.  CliitlciKk'ii  wrote  his  major  general  of  militia, 
Elijah  Payne  of  Lebanon,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  pre- 
tended state  of  Vermont:  "After  having  consulted  matters, 
if  need  })e  you  are  directed  to  call  on  any  or  all  of  the 
Militia  of  this  State  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Range  of 
Green  Mountains  to  3-our  Assistance,  and  assist  the  Sheriff 
in  carrying  into  Execution  the  Laws  of  this  State,  and  to 
defend  its  citizens  against  any  insult,  and  provided  New 
Hampshire  make  an  attack  with  an  armed  force  3'ou  are 
hereby  ordered  to  Repel  force  133'  force."  He  was  also 
directed  to  use  ever\'  means  "to  prevent  the  effusion  of 
blood."  kW  the  militia  east  of  the  mountains  were  put  in 
readiness  to  move  at  once,  fully  armed  and  supplied. 

Col.  Ira  Allen  was  despatched  to  Exeter  with  copies 
of  the  governor's  letter  and  orders,  with  full  power  to 
concert  measures  for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  the 
difficulties  with  New  Hampshire.  Brig.  Gen.  Roger  Enos 
and  Dr.  Wm.  Page  were  also  sent  to  Exeter  to  aid  Col. 
Allen  in  his  efforts  for  peace.  On  their  arrival,  Dr.  Page  was 
brought  before  a  committee  of  the  house  for  examination, 
which  resulted  in  his  being  arrested  and  committed  to  jail. 
Nathaniel  S.  Prentice  was  also  arrested  and  lodged  in  the 
same  jail.  The  committee  of  safetj-  had  also  ordered  the 
arrest  of  Benj.  Giles,  of  Newport,  Col.  Samuel  King  and 
Moses  Smith  of  Chesterfield,  and  Capt.  Isaac  Griswold,  of 
Keene,  and  all  the  powers  of  the  state,  civil  and  militarj-, 
were  required  to  aid  if  necessary.  Giles  was  arrested,  but 
was  rescued  b^-  his  partisans.  Smith  and  Griswold  could 
not  be  found.  Col.  King  was  arrested  and  brought  as  far 
as  Keene,  on  the  way  to  Exeter,  but  six  of  his  captains, 
Fairbanks,  Davis,  Pratt,  Fomeroy  and  Harvej',  of  Chester- 
field, and  Carlisle,  of  Westmoreland,  raised  a  force  of  their 
men,  overtook  the  sheriffs  party  here  and  rescued  the 
prisoner. 

Thereupon  the  sheriff  issued  the  following  advertise- 
ments ; 

"Four  Hundred  Dollars  Reward  To  An}-  Person  or 
Persons  that  Brings  Samuel  King  of  Chesterfield  to  Exiter 
in  the  State  of  Newhampshier  &  there  Confine  Him  in  Gaol, 
or  Have  Him  the  said  King  Before  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  s*^  State;    As  said  Sam^  King  was  taken  Prisoner  B3' 


THE  KBW  HAMPSHIRE  GRAKTS. 


267 


Vertue  of  a  Warrant  to  the  Subscriber  Derected  &  Con- 
ducted under  a  Proper  Guard  Twenty  Miles,  s'^  King  at 
the  Town  of  Keen  By  a  Number  of  Alen  Armed  w^  Clubs, 
Sword  &  Staves  w^  Captains  Farebanks,  Davis,  Pratt, 
Pomero3-  &  Harvej-  of  Chesterfield  at  their  Head  &  Capt 
Carlil  of  Westmoreland  w*  a  Small  Partie  which  Parties 
on  the  Morning  of  the  first  Day  of  Jan.  1782  'By  Violance 
Ressque  the  said  Samuel  King  Prisoner  from 

Robert  Smith,  Special  Sherif." 
"Mr.  Ephraim  Witherell ■— S""  if  Possable  Aprehend  the 
Bodies  of  Isaac  Grisold  &  Mosas  Smith  &  them  Bring 
Before  the  Committee  of  Safetx'^  at  Exeter  &  3'ou  shall 
Have  an  Adequit  Reward  from 

Rob*^  Smith  \  Special 

,  „     .  ,,  Jonathan  Martin  fShirivs." 

"A  Copie" 

The  same  parties  that  rescued  King  at  Keene  returned 
to  Chesterfield  that  evening,  Jan.  1,  17S2,  and  after  the 
usual  refreshment  at  King's  house,  after  their  long,  cold 
ride,  went  to  the  houses  of  those  who  were  friendly  to 
New^  Hampshire,  maltreated  them,  and  drove  some  families 
from  their  homes  on  that  severe  winter  night.  At  mid- 
night Capt.  Joseph  Burt  of  Westmoreland,  to  whom  some 
of  the  victims  had  fied,  wrote  to  President  Weare,  giving 
an  account  of  the  behavior  of  the  mob.  He  closed  his  letter 
thus : 

"N.  B.  You  will  Excuse  the  wrighting  Being  Calld 
out  of  Bed  in  a  Coald  Night." 

The  next  day,  Gen.  Bellows  wrote  from  Walpole  a 
similar  account  of  the  same  mob,  stating,  among  other 
things,  that  "Upon  the  return  of  the  Mob,  after  proper 
refreshment  at  said  Kings  thej-  sought  for  all  those  Per- 
sons, who  were  any  way  concerned  in  assisting  the  afore- 
said officer,  some  of  which  thev  got  into  their  hands  and 
have  abused  in  a  shameful  and  barbarous  manner  by 
Striking,  Kicking,  and  all  the  indignities  which  such  a 
Hellish  pack  can  be  Guilty  of,  obliging  them  to  promise 
and  engage  never  to  appear  against  the  new  State  again ; 
and  this  is  not  all;  they  sware  they  will  extirpate  all  the 
adherents  to  New  Hampshire,  threatening  to  Kill,  Burn 
and  Distroj'  the  Persons  and  Properties  of  all  who  oppose 
them ; "  etc. 

On  the  8th  of  January-,  the  legislature  ordered  that  an 
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armed  force  of  1,000  men,  iiicliulint;  officers,  Ik*  ininiediate!_v 
raised  and  sent  into  the  western  i)art  f)f  tlic  state  "  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  tlie  Inhabitants  there,  and  to 
enable  the  civil  officers  to  exercise  tlieir  authorit}-  in  that 
Quarter."  The  men  were  to  he  r.aised  by  draft,  chiefly  from 
the  eastern  parts  of  the  state,  to  be  or;:^anized  in  two  regi- 
ments, and  the  committee  of  safety  ex])cctc(l  Cheshire 
county-  to  furnish  100,000  pounds  of  beef  for  the  commis- 
sary dcpartnjcnt. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  Gen.  Sullivan  was  ap])ointed  to 
command  those  forces.  The  situation  had  become  very 
grave;  but  more  moderate  counsels  prevailed,  and  the 
necessit3-  for  calling  out  the  troops  was  avoided. 

In  Ueceniber,  Gov.  Chittenden  had  written  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, stating  the  condition  of  aflriirs  in  \'erraont.  Gen. 
Washington  replied  on  the  1st  of  January,  sa3'ing  that 
Vermont  had  only  to  confine  herself  within  her  own  orig- 
inal limits,  laying  no  claim  to  the  territory  of  other  states, 
to  insure  the  acknowledgment  of  her  independence,  a  reso- 
lution looking  to  such  action  having  alread}'  passed  con- 
gress. Knowledge  of  thnt  communication  soon  reached 
Exeter,  siip])orted  hy  other  communications  of  like  import 
from  members  of  congress  and  others,  and  the  trend  of 
events  turned  towards  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  difficulties. 
Both  sheriffs  vccre  set  at  liberty,  Col.  Hale  by  the  Ver- 
mont government,  and  Dr.  I'age  b_v  that  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

But  the  determination  of  the  authorities  to  settle  peace- 
fully w-as  not  vet  generally  known,  and  a  few  da3'S  after 
his  release  Sheriff  Hale  arrested  Benjamin  Giles  and  took 
him  to  Charlestown  for  commitment,  but  Giles'  friends  of 
the  other  part}-  rallied  and  rescued  him.  With  a  pretended 
Verinont  deputy  thej'  arrested  Hale  and  threatened  to 
commit  him  to  the  jail  at  Bennington.  Instead  of  that, 
however,  the\'  took  him  in  a  ludicrous  way  to  Walpole 
and  set  him  at  li!)ert_v.  From  there  he  wrote  a  report  of 
what  had  taken  place  to  President  Weare,  and  proceeded 
on  his  way  to  his  home  in  Rindge. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1782,  Gov.  Chittenden  laid  the 
letter  of  Gen.  Washington  before  the  Vermont  legislature, 
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then  in  session  at  Bennin<^ton.  It  was  considered  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  which  reported  that  the  resolution 
of  congress,  guaranteeing  to  the  states  of  New  York  and 
New  Hampshire  certain  limits,  had  determined  the  bound- 
aries of  Vermont.  That  report  was  accepted  and  adopted 
b_v  the  house;  and  on  motion  of  Air.  Ezra  Stiles,  of  Keene, 
it  was  then  resolved  "that  this  House  do  judge  the  Articles 
of  Union  (between  the  New  Hampshire  towms  and  Vermont) 
conipleteh-  dissolved." 

Thus  ended  a  long  controversy  concerning  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants  —  a  controversy  into  which  Keene  was 
unavoidably  drawn,  and  in  which  she  bore  no  inconspi*"- 
uous  part  —  and  the  towns  on  the  east  side  of  the  Connec- 
ticut returned  to  their  allegiance  to  New  Hampshire. 
But  for  a  long  time  tiie  fires  of  that  feud  smouldered,  and 
the  passions  it  had  roused  rankled  in  the  breasts  of  the 
active  men  in  both  parties.  Some  cases  growing  out  of  it 
had  been  entered  in  the  courts  and  still  remained  to  be 
adjudicated. 

"In  September,  when  the  Inferior  Court  acting  under 
the  authoritv'  of  New  Hampshire  assembled  at  Keene.  a 
mob,  headed  b^-  Ca])t.  Samuel  Dfivis  of  Chesterfield,  and 
composed  of  persons  favorable  to  a  union  with  Vermont, 
assembled  for  the  puri^osc  of  preventing  the  court  from 
transacting  business.  As  disturl>ances  were  expected,  a 
large  number  of  the  op-jiosite  party  came  into  the  village. 
At  the  opening  of  the  court,  Davis,  followed  b\'  his  party, 
entered  the  courthouse,  went  up  to  the  clerk,  laid  his  hand 
upon  the  docket,  and  declai-ed  it  should  not  be  opened. 
At  this  moment,  a  Mr,  Fairbanks  of  Swanzey  addressed 
the  court,  pra\-ing  them  to  adjourn  for  an  hour,  that  the 
people  present  might  assemble  on  the  common,  and  the 
strength  of  both  parties  be  ascertained.  The  court 
adjourned:  the  two  parties  ])araded  se])arately,  Davis  at 
the  head  of  one,  and  F'airbanks  of  the  other.  The  former 
being  much  the  smaller,  their  courage  failed,  and  the  court 
proceeded  in  their  business  without  further  molestation. 

"Davis  cmd  several  others  -were  arrested,  by  a  warrant 
from  the  court,  and  gave  bonds  to  appear  at  the  next 
term  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  to  keep  the  peace.  He 
then  went  out  and  addressed  his  followers,  advising  them 
to  be  cool  and  orderly,  as  the  most  likely  mode  of  obtain- 
ing their  object.  When  the  Superior  Court  assem"t)Ied,  an 
attempt  was  also  made  to  prevent  it  from  proceeding  to 
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business,  which  entirely  failed.  Davis  and  two  others  were 
indicted,  '  f<jr  that  they,  with  others,  committed  an  assault 
upon  llic  Uisticcs  of  the  Inferior  Court  and  their  clerk,  and 
com])e]led  them  to  desist  from  executing  the  lawful  busi- 
ness tlicreof.'  They  pleaded  <juilty,  and  threw  themselves 
upon  tlie  mercy  of  the  court,  who,  'having  taken  matters 
into  consideration,  forgave  them,  and  ordered  them  to  be 
discharged.'  At  the  same  term.  Robert  Wier  was  indicted, 
for  that  he,  at  said  time,  at  Kecne,  to  encourage  the  riot- 
ers, did  openly  and  publicl3%  with  a  loud  voice,  in  the 
English  language,  speak  the  following  words,  viz:  —  'Col. 
Ashley  (meaning  the  first  Justice  of  said  Inferior  Court)  is 
for  arbitrary  ]3ower,  and  arbitrary  power  he  shall  have; 
damn  the  Court  and  their  authority.'  He  also  pleaded 
guilty,  was  forgiven  and  discharged." 

(Annals,  page  64.) 

It  was  the  custom  at  that  time  for  the  judges  and 
officers  of  the  higher  courts  to  travel  from  one  shire  town 
to  another  on  horseback,  carr3'ing  their  documents  in  their 
capacious  saddlebags.  Gen.  John  Sullivan  was  then  attor- 
ney general  of  the  state.  In  October  of  this  year,  1782, 
as  the  judges,  accompanied  by  Sullivan,  approached  Keene 
to  hold  a  term  of  the  superior  court,  at  which  were  to  be 
tried  some  of  the  cases  referred  to  above,  the}-  were 
informed  that  the  town  was  full  of  people  determined  to 
compel  them  to  adjourn  without  trying  an}'  cases.  The 
cavalcade  halted  in  a  small  wood  for  consultation.  Sulli- 
van had  his  servant  with  him,  carr3'ing  his  portmanteau, 
which  contained  his  major  general's  uniform.  Pie  put  it  on, 
mounted  his  powerful  grev-  horse  and  conducted  the  court 
into  town.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  who  vv'ere  lo3'al  to 
New  Hampshire  came  out  on  horseback  to  meet  them, 
and  he  ordered  them  to  forna  in  double  file  in  rear  of  the 
court.  Arthur  Livermore,  then  a  youth  of  sixteen,  acted  as 
his  volunteer  aid. 

The  courthouse  was  surrounded  b}'  a  crowd  of  men, 
some  of  them  armed.  Thev  gave  wav'  as  the  court  entered, 
but  were  sullen,  and  determined  not  to  allow  the  transac- 
tion of  l)usiness.  The  judges  took  their  seats,  the  court 
was  opened  in  due  form,  and  the  crowd  rushed  in  and 
filled  the  house. 

Sullivan  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  digni- 
fied and  commanding,  and  he  stood  b}'  the  clerk's  desk, 
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calmly  but  resolutelj'  surveying  the  crowd,  recognizing 
here  and  there  an  officer  or  soldier  who  had  fought  under 
him  and  returning  their  salutes.  Then,  with  the  greatest 
composure,  he  took  off  his  cocked  hat  and  laid  it  on  the 
table,  unbuckled  his  sword  and  laid  it  beside  the  hat. 
There  was  a  stir  in  the  crowd  and  he  quickh'  buckled  on 
his  sword  and  half  drew  the  blade.  Then  he  deliberatel3'' 
replaced  it  on  the  table.  He  then  addressed  the  assembly, 
rebuking  them  for  attempting  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court.  A  cry  arose:  "The  petition!  The 
petition!"  and  a  committee  stepped  forward  with  a  huge 
roll.  Sullivan  told  them  that  if  the\'  had  anything  to  ofter 
the  court  he  would  lay  it  before  them.  He  took  the  peti- 
tion, looked  it  over  and  presented  it  to  the  court,  recom- 
mending it  to  their  honors'  careful  consideration,  and  it 
was  read  b}'  the  clerk.  He  then  directed  the  crowd  to 
withdraw.  Some  hesitancy  on  their  part  drew  forth  a 
stern  command,  which  was  rcluctanth'  obe3'ed.  The  next 
morning,  the  court  opened  with  the  house  full  of  people. 
Sullivan,  now  in  citizen's  dress,  in  a  graceful  and  dignified 
speech,  told  them  that  the  court,  finding  they  could  not 
go  through  the  heavy  civil  docket  in  the  time  allowed  for 
this  count}',  would  continue  all  cases  in  which  either  party 
was  not  ready  for  trial.  This  announcement  satisfied 
them,  and  they  withdrew  with  shouts  of  "  Hurrah  for 
.Gen.  Sullivan." 

In  effect  the  mob  thus  carried  their  point  —  that  of 
postponing  the  transaction  of  business  — and  doubtless  the 
presence  of  the  attorney  general  prevented  violence  and 
preserved  the  dignity  of  the  court.  Young  Livermore  said 
afterwards:  "I  thought  if  I  could  only  look  and  talk  like 
that  man  I  should  want  nothing  higher  or  better  in  this 
world."  1 


1  From  T.  C.  Amory's  Life  of  Gen.  Snllivan.  The  story  as  told  by  Daniel 
Webster  was  taken  from  the  I.ifc  of  Governor  Plumer,  McClintock's  History  of 
New  Hampshire,  page  4-09. 
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TuWX  .\F1\\1RS. 
178+— ISOO. 

Under  the  temporary  state  constitution  for  carrying 
on  the  war.  177G  to  ITS-i,  Meslicch  Weare  had  been 
elected  president  each  year,  and  at  tiic  annual  election 
under  the  new  constitution  in  1784,  he  was  chosen  "  Pres- 
ident "of  New  Hampshire;  iiiit  Keene  cast  sixty-two  votes 
out  of  sixty-five  for  John  Lan^^don. 

The  town  "  voted  to  lyCt  out  the  Brickyard  to  the 
highest  Bidder;"  and  to  "build  a  Bridge  over  the  East 
Branch  oi]  the  Road  Leading  from  Joseph  Willsons  to 
malborough  provided  that  the  owners  of  the  Land  Liv- 
ing on  said  Road  will  be  at  the  charge  of  and  make  the 
Road  good  from  the  End  of  Beach  Hill  to  said  Branch  by 
raising  a  Dam  or  Casway  on  said  Road  so  as  to  make 
it  passable  in  high  water  so  as  to  confine  the  water  to  the 
channel  so  that  the  Road  be  not  Damaged  thereby."  This 
was  the  1)ridge  wliich  the  selectmen  had  petitioned  for  a 
lottery  to  build,  six  years  l)efore. 

In  a  vote  at  this  meeting  to  rcdistrict  the  schools, 
mention  is  made  of  "  East  Beach  Hill;  "  "  West  Beach  Hill  "■ 
(Daniel's  hill,  or  West  mountain);  of  "Jesse  Clark's  mill 
brook"  (Black  Ijrook,  and  White  brook  conducted  into  it) 
supplying  the  mill  lately  owned  by  Joseph  Wilson  at  West 
Keene;  "Adin  Holbrook's  mill  brook"  ("White  Brook." 
Ebenczer  Robbins  succeeded  Holbi'ook  in  1795) ;  of  John 
Conoly  as  living  on  the  Colony  homestead,  West  Keene, 
and  John  Swan  near  him;  and  "voted  also  that  all  the 
families  in  the  Northeast  part  of  the  Town  living  East  of 
Ferry  Brook  so  called  (northeast  of  the  farm  since  owned 
by  Jan^es  Wright)  be  a  seperate  school  District." 

"  The  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  having  secured 
to  the  tories  the  privilege  of  returning  to  this  country',  to 
collect  their  de1)ts  and  settle  their  affairs,  Elijah  Williams, 
Esq.,  came  to  Keene,  for  that  purj^osc,  in  the  beginning 
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of  this  3-ear.  His  appearance  here  so  exasperated  the 
zealous  whij^s,  that  they  seized  him  and  carried  him  before 
Thomas  Baker,  Esq.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  What  were 
the  charges  against  him.  or  whether  an}'  charges  were 
exhibited,  has  not  been  ascertained.  Tlie  Justice,  perhaps 
with  a  view  to  protect  hiui  from  outrage,  ordered  him  to 
recognize  for  his  appearance  at  the  Court  of  Sessions,  to 
be  held  at  Charlcstown,  in  April,  and  committed  him  to 
the  custody-  of  the  sheriff.  With  this,  the  populace  were 
not  satisfied,  and  they  discovered  an  intention  of  assault- 
ing and  beating  him ;  but  he  was  surrounded  and  guarded 
to  his  lodgings  by  the  old  and  the  young  men  who  hap- 
pened to  be  present. 

"The  animositv  of  the  whigs,  aggravated  probal>ly  b\' 
the  arts  of  those  who  were  indebteti  to  him,  was,  however, 
so  great,  that  they  determined  he  should  not  thus  escape 
their  vengeance.  On  the  day  before  that  appointed  for  the 
sitting  of  the  court,  a  party  concealed  themselves  in  the 
pines  near  Fisher  Brook,  intending,  when  he  p-assed  with 
the  sheriff,  to  get  him  into  their  power.  The  sheriff  passed 
without  him,  rehdng  upon  the  jiroraise  he  had  made  to 
appear  at  court  the  next  day.  This  circumstance  excited 
their  suspicions ;  the}?  came  immediatelv  into  the  street, 
seized  Williams  at  his  lodgings,  and,  placing  him  in  the 
midst  of  them,  repaired  to  a  tavern  in  Ash  Swamp.  When 
he  arrived  there,  two  bundles  of  black-beech  rods  were 
produced,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a  plan  had  been 
concerted  to  compel  him  to  run  the  gauntlet,  with  the 
view,  probably,  of  inducing  him,  by  such  harsh  treatment, 
again  to  leave  the  country.  But  In-  this  time,  a  large 
number  of  considerate  citizens  had  assembled  and  arrived 
at  the  tavern.  A  proposition  was  made,  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  referred  to  a  committee.  A  committee 
was  appointed;  their  report  was  too  favorable  to  Williams, 
to  suit  the  majority,  and  was  rejected.  Another  committee 
was  appointed,  who  reported  that  he  should  leave  the 
town  the  next  day,  and  leave  the  State  the  next  week. 
This  report  was  agreed  to;  but  the  rainorin-,  still  dissatis- 
fied, privateh'  sent  out  messengers,  to  collect  more  of  their 
friends.  This  being  communicated  to  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  protect  Williams,  they  advised  him  to  retire 
immediateh'.  An  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  him  from 
mounting  a  horse,  which  ha.d  been  offered  him  bv  a  friend. 
A  conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  horse  was  overthrown, 
and  several  persons  were  knocked  down  with  clubs.  He 
at  length,  however,  mounted,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
friends,  and  rode  through  the  crowd,  which  continued  to 
opposehim. 
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'I'lie  next  (lay,  he  repaired  to  Charlestown,  and  pre- 
sented liimseir  to  the  court,  whieli,  thereupon,  passed  the 
follo\vin<j;  order:  'tliat  EHjali  Wilhams,  Hscj.,  now  in  the 
keepin<^  of  Isaac  Griswold,  hy  virtue  of  a  mittimus  from 
Thomas  Raker,  Esq.,  continue  in  the  custody  of  the  said 
Isaac,  until  he  shall  have  transacted  the  I)usiness  upon 
which  he  came  into  this  part  of  the  country,  and  then  be 
permitted  to  leave  this  State,  upon  his  ^006  behavior, 
without  further  molestation.'  After  settlinji^  his  affairs, 
Williams  repaired  to  Nova  Scotia.  Shortly  after,  in 
consequence  of  ill  health,  he  returned  to  Decrfield,  his 
native  town,  died,  and  was  buried  by  the  side  of  his 
ancestors." 

(Annals,  pa.i^es  66,  67.) 
In  May,  1784,  the  town  voted  to  repair  the  meeting- 
house, and  chose  a  committee  for  that  purpose;  but  on  the 
23d  of  November,  at  a  legal  meeting  petitioned  for  for  that 
purpose,  it  *'A'oted  to  build  a  New  meeting  house  provided 
the  Town  can  agree  n[)on  ways  and  means  to  Defraying 
the  charge  of  Building  and  the  form  and  Dimensions  of 
said  house."  "Leut.  Hall  Dca.  Kingsbur}'  Maj""  Ilowlctt 
Col.  Ellis  Benja  .Archer  Capt.  Stiles  David  Nims  Jun"" 
Leut.  (Reuben)  Partridge  and  Tho''  Baker  Esq''"  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  take  the  whole  matter  under  con- 
sideration and  report  at  the  next  meeting.  The  meeting 
then  adjourned  for  four  weeks,  and  at  the  adjournment,  on 
the  21st  of  December,  the  committee  reported:  "That  the 
Town  build  a  New'  meeting  House  Seventy  feet  in  Length 
and  Fifty  feet  in  Breadth  with  a  Belfry  and  Steple  at  one 
End  aud  a  porch  at  the  other  agrcable  to  the  plan  there- 
with to  be  exhibited."  "That  said  house  stand  partly  on 
the  spot  where  the  Old  Meeting  house  now  stands  extend- 
ing some  further  north  and  west."  "That  the  new  house 
above  intended  be  set  up  as  early  as  may  be  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  A.  D.  1786  and  finished  with  all  convenient  dis- 
patch." "That  the  Town  chuse  a  Committee  of  seven  judi- 
cious men  to  bargain  for  and  receive  materials  for  said 
Building,  also  to  procure  and  agree  with  skilful  persons  to 
undertake  and  accomplish  the  labour  of  erecting  and  com- 
pleting the  building  of  said  house  under  the  direction  of 
the  Town."  "That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  be 
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iramediateh'  assessed  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  to  be 
paid  in  labour  and  materials  for  the  building,  &  that  the 
Town  be  class'^^  into  ten  different  classes,  &  that  each  class 
procure  its  proportion  for  said  Building  in  labour,  timber, 
boards,  shingles,  clapbords,  and  stones  for  underpinning: 
said  materials  to  be  delivered  at  the  spot  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  receive  them,  &  that  those  persons  who  do  not 
chuse  thus  to  paj  it  in  twelve  months  after  said  assess- 
ment pay  their  proportion  to  their  respective  constables  in 
mone}'."  "That  the  tow7i  impower  their  last  mentioned 
committee  to  make  sale  of  the  old  meeting  house  to  the 
best  advantage  and  the  pews  in  the  new  meeting  house  to 
be  sold  at  public  auction  to  the  higliest  bidder  on  the  first 
tuesday  of  Feb^  next  taking  security-  of  the  several  pur- 
chasers, one  quarter  part  made  payable  in  one  \'ear  from 
the  sale  in  glass,  lime,  nails,  oil,  paint,  iron  or  cash ;  the 
remainder  on  the  first  day  of  September  1786,  in  monc}'  or 
such  pay  as  will  answer  to  pa}'  the  workmen ;  and  that 
none  be  allowed  to  bid  but  sucli  persons  as  belong  to  the 
Town;  said  pews  to  be  sold  by  a  Committee  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Town  for  that  i)urpose." 

The  town  voted  to  accept  the  report  "and  to  proced 
in  the  manner  &  form  and  the  ways  &  means  pointed  out 
b}'  said  committe  for  Building  a  New  meeting  house  in 
said  town." 

"Chose  &  appointed  Lieut  Hall,  Abijah  Wilder,  Thomas 
Baker  Esq.,  Maj''  Da\'is  Howlet,  Dea.  Daniel  Kingsbury, 
Benj'^  Archer  and  Lieut.  Partridge  the  committee  men- 
tioned"—  the  building  committee  of  seven.  The  same  com- 
mittee was  also  empowered  to  sell  the  old  liouse,  and  the 
pews  in  the  new  one,  as  the  rejiort  recommended. 

The  s.ame  meeting  chose  "Col  Ellis  Tho*  Baker  Esq 
Leut  Benj-''  Hall  Capt  Stiles  and  Benjamin  Balch "  a 
committee  "  to  Look  out  and  j)rovide  a  proper  Spot  of 
Land  Where  the  County  Goal  may  Stand  and  Report  to 
the  Town  as  soon  as  may  be  at  this  meeting."  After  an 
hour's  adjournment  the  committee's  report  was  accepted, 
which  was,  "to  purchase  one  acre  of  Land,  one  half  in  the 
corner  of  Lieut.  Hall's  Field  and  the  other  half  in  the  corner 
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of  Cn])t.  Kichardson's  Field,  both  adjoining;  the  Road 
and  is  at  or  near  tlie  ]jlace  where  the  I'own  (pound)  now 
stands"  (near  the  junction  of  the  present  Mechanic  and 
Washington  streets).  A  wooden  jail  was  built  there  the 
following  season,  with  its  whip])ing-post  in  the  yard,  to 
which  culprits  condemned  b}'  the  court  to  receive  a  certain 
number  of  lashes  were  tied,  and  the  lashes  laid  on.  The 
post  was  removed  early  in  the  next  ccntur\'. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday^  in  Febru- 
ar_v',  1785,  when  it  assembled  at  the  meetinghouse,  but 
immedinteh'  adjourned  "to  the  house  (tavern)  of  Mr. 
Ralston,"  where  the  pews  in  the  house  to  be  erected  were 
sold  at  auction. 

The  record  of  the  sale  is  given  below : 


"PEWS  ON  THE  FLOOR  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


Ko. 

1- 

S. 

.£ 

s. 

r)anid  Newcotnb,  Esq. 

15. 

is 

ElipVialct  Briggs, 
John  P.  Blake  andj 

48. 

11 

Abijah  Wilder, 

20. 

18 

10 

29. 

10 

10 

Panic!  N'twcomh,  Tisc]. 

17. 

18 

.Andrew  Sh'field  j 

Benjamin  Hall, 

18. 

18 

10 

David  Nims,  Jr. 

8. 

10 

10 

James  Wr!_ffl!t, 

62. 

17 

William  Woods, 

11. 

11 

10 

Thomas  Raker,  Jr. 

19. 

in 

10 

Benjamin  Archer, 

51. 

10 

Nathan  Blake,  jr. 

Gl. 

IG 

10 

I5enjamin  Hall, 

40. 

10 

Abel  BlaUc, 

57. 

15 

10 

l-:ii  Metcalf, 

12. 

10 

10 

Isaac  Billinjrs, 

4r.. 

15 

10 

Benjamin  Balch, 

50. 

10 

Josiah  Kiehardsoii, 

34. 

10 

Isaac  Oriswoid, 

44. 

10 

Aaron  Eidcs, 

IG. 

15 

Itaijiel  Newcomb,  Esq. 

1. 

10 

10 

Col,  TiniotSi}-  Hiiis, 

f'.a. 

15 

10 

Ebenezer  Day, 

55. 

10 

Tiiomas  Baker,  Esq. 

14. 

15 

Thaddens  Metcalf, 

13. 

10 

Benjamin  Hall,  Esq. 

47. 

14 

Ephraini  Wriglit, 

42. 

10 

10 

.Aaron  A\'illson, 

24. 

14 

David  Wilson, 

22. 

10 

10 

Israel  Hotightfm  and) 

25. 

14 

Joshua  Durant, 

64. 

10 

Eiisha  BrigL(.s,  | 

jjri  Richardson, 

23. 

10 

Alphcus  Nims. 

9. 

14 

John  Dickson, 

43. 

10 

Dfn'is  Howict, 

21. 

14 

Samuel  Bassett, 

7. 

10 

Isaac  Blake  and\ 

27. 

14 

David  Foster, 

53. 

10 

Joseph  Blake,  ( 

Asahel  Blake. 

32. 

10 

Royal  Blake, 

60. 

14 

Jesse  Clark, 

52. 

10 

Thornas  I'ield, 

26. 

15 

Ilananiah  Hall  and\ 

10 

Asa  Dunbar,  Hsf[. 

35. 

14 

Samuel  Ostfood,  j 

54. 

Alexander  Ralston, 

33. 

14 

Josiah  Wiliard, 

G. 

10 

John  Swati, 

5J». 

13 

10 

Josinh  Wiliard, 

41. 

10 

Luther  Ernes, 

3G. 

13 

10 

John  Stiles, 

4. 

10 

10 

Joihani  Alctealf, 

28. 

13 

10 

josejjh  Brown, 

Ba rtholomew  Dwinell \ 

!uid  John  Stiles,  j 

39. 

10 

Daniel  Kingsburv, 
Kenlien  Pnrtridirc, 

50. 

31. 

13 
12 

10 
10 

5. 

10 

John  llou,g})t!:>n, 

30. 

12 

Daniel  Wilson, 

38. 

10 

Cornelius  Sturteva.nt, 

45. 

12 

Dan  Guild, 

2. 

10 

Elijah  Diinbar, 

10. 

12 

Simeon  Clark, 

37. 

12 

10 

Al.iraharn  Wheeler,  Jun. 

o 

11 

10 

Josiah  Wiliard, 

40. 

10 
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No. 

s.  ' 

No. 

.e 

.s. 

13. 

1  0 

Daniel  Kingsbury, 

19. 

0 

05 

IG. 

s 

10 

Eliphak't  P.rijj.srs, 

21. 

6 

10. 

9 

10 

Eiisbn  I>ri;^c:,<;, 

7. 

5 

H) 

,17. 

10 

Nfitbanici  Freuch, 

9. 

5 

7 

Millet  Ellis, 

22. 

4 

10 

IG. 

'7 

10 

Daniel  Newcomb,  Esq. 

IS. 

7 

11. 

7 

10 

Elisha  r>ri<;os, 

25. 

4 

05 

8. 

7 

Abijab  Wilder, 

24. 

9 

12. 

0 

10 

Renlieii  Pa,rtrii1,ye, 

5. 

4 

05 

20. 

0 

15 

Thomas  Field, 

4. 

4 

10 

0. 

fi 

15 

.\!ex;ii)(]er  M'Dnuifls, 

2. 

4 

05 

14. 

6 

15 

Bliphaiet  Kriu^s, 

4 

05 

23. 

6 

10 

TirEifitliv  liakii, 

1. 

5 

PEWS  IN  THE  GALLERY. 

Thomas  Baker,  Jr. 
Stephen  Chase, 
Benjamin  Kemp. 
Timothy  Balch  ant\\ 
Ebeuezer  Robbins,  / 
Elisha  Briggs, 
Eliakim  Niuis, 
Daniel  Newcomb,  Esq. 
Elisha  Briggs, 
Benjamin  Willis,  Jr. 
Isaac  Billings, 
Elisha  Briggs, 
Asa  Ware  and  \ 
Jonas  Osgood,  f 

The  pews  on  the  floor,  (63,)  sold  for  789  pounds; 
those  in  the  gallery,  (25,)  for  (50  pounds;  the  whole  num- 
ber for  849  pounds— about  $3,000." 

(Annals,  page  69.) 

That  meeting  was  kept  alive  by  adjournments,  and  on 
the  21st  of  June,  it  "voted  to  set  the  new  meeting  house 
on  the  Spot  where  the  Committee  have  laid  the  foundation 
any  former  vote  to  the  coutrar}'  notwithstanding."  That 
spot  was  a  short  distance  north  of  the  site  of  the  old  meet- 
inghouse—  which  had  been  designated  by  the  town  at  the 
meeting  in  November — adjourned  to  December  21,  as  the 
place  for  the  new  one,  "extending  some  further  north  and 
west." 

"When  erected  its  length  was  East  and  West,  and  it 
fronted  the  South,  its  North  side  being  70  feet  South  of  its 
present  South  end.  In  1828,  it  was  moved  to  where  it 
now  stands,  on  the  North  side  of  the  common,  its  front 
being  changed."  (Annals,  page  70.) 

At  the  annual  election,  John  Langdon  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  state  for  the  first  time,  Keene  giving  him  sixtj' 
out  of  sixtj'-eight  votes. 

In  August,  the  governor  and  council  appointed  Thomas 
Baker  of  Keene  a  special  justice  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  Cheshire  county,  and  Luther  Eames  of  Keene, 
coroner. 

Dr.  Jacob  Pease  was  one  of  tlie  physicians  in  town  at 
this  time,  and  his  young  wife.  Experience,  twenty-one  years 
old,  daughter  of  Ichabod  Fisher,  died  on  the  4th  of  July, 
after  the  birth  of  a  daughter  in  June. 

A  town  meeting  in  Jan uar3%  17SG,  Chose  Capt.  Jeremiah 


278 


HlSTOkV  OF  KEESE. 


Slilcs,  Lit'ut.  Bcnj,  Hall,  Ca])t.  John  Houghton,  Col.  Timo- 
thv  Ellis  and  Maj.  Davis  Howlctt,  a  committee  to  take 
an  account  of  all  the  "  Services  Done  by  the  Town  During 
the  Late  War  that  the  Same  may  be  sent  to  the  committe 
on  claims  in  Said  State."  Many  claims  of  the  town  against 
the  state  had  already  been  adjusted,  but  no  record  relat- 
ing to  this  final  claim  has  been  found. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1786,  upon  the  petition  of 
Joshua  Osgood  and  others  living  in  the  northeast  part 
to  be  set  off  "from  this  town  to  be  a  distinct  Society  l)y 
themselves  in  conjunction  with  some  parts  of  other  towns," 
Benjamin  Hall,  Jeremiah  Stiles  and  Nathan  Blake,  Jr.,  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition  and  report  at 
some  future  meeting.  Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
this  and  the  other  towns  concerned,  the  town  of  Sullivan 
was  incorporated  the  following  year,  taking  1,920  acres 
of  land  and  several  families  from  Kecne. 

Complying  with  a  re(iuirement  of  the  legislature,  the 
selectmen  made  the  following  return : 

"Pursuant  to  the  within  resolve  We  the  subscribers 
have  taken  an  account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Keene  and  find  their  number  to  be  eleven  hundred  and 
twenty  two.    1122.    May  30th  A.  D.  17S(5. 

"The  num])er  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  East  side  of 
the  river  is  014  —  on  the  w^cst  side  of  the  river  there  is 
508--1122. 

Danl  Kingsbury!  Selectmen 
Jeremiah  Stiles  /  of  Keene." 

May  31,  1780,  the  town  "Voted  —  to  ]:)urchase  of 
Capt"  Richardson  ¥>  acre  of  land  to  set  the  new  meeting 
house  on  ;  and  that  Asa  Dunbar,  Esq''  Baker  &  Lieut.  Balcli 
l)e  a  committee  for  that  purpose  to  agree  with  Capf^ 
Richardson,  determine  the  shape  &  dimensions  of  said  V2 
acre  &  procure  a  deed  of  the  same."  This  was  in  addition 
to  the  site  of  the  old  house.  On  the  20th  of  June,  Capt. 
Richardson  deeded  to  the  "Inhabitants  of  Keene"  *  *  * 
"one  acre  more  or  less,"  lying  on  the  east  side  of  his 
garden,  and  including  that  part  ot  the  present  park  which 
was  north  of  the  site  of  the  old  meetinghouse.  The  con- 
sideration named  in  the  deed  was  seventy  pounds. 

On  that  spot,  its  north  side  about  on  the  north  line  of 
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the  present  park  enclosure,  the  new  meetinghouse  was  built, 
with  form  and  dimensions  as  voted  by  tlie  town,  Dec.  21, 
1784.  The  architect  and  master-carpenter  was  Benjamin 
Archer,  who  had  been  a  ser.areant  in  Capt.  Stiles'  company 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  bad  seen  other  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  lived  on  the  "  Old  Walpole 
Road,"  four  miles  from  town,  where  the  Goodnows  after- 
wards kept  tavern,  now  the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Win- 
chester. The  frame  was  raised  on  the  2Sth,  29th  and  30th 
of  June,  and  it  was  a  season  of  great  interest  and  hilarity. 
According  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  there  was  a  large 
gathering  of  people,  including  many  from  out  of  town; 
and  the  town  provided  refreshments  for  the  multitude,  in- 
cluding a  bountiful  supply  of  the  indispensable  rum.  The 
belfry  and  steeple  were  on  the  west  end,  the  porch  on  the 
east,  each  with  entrance  doors,  but  the  main  entrance  was 
at  the  middle  of  the  south  side,  the  "broad  aisle"  leading- 
thence  to  the  high  pulpit  opposite  —  built  in  the  form  of  a 
huge  wine  ghiss  —  accessible  by  circular  stairs  on  either 
side.  Over  the  pulpit  was  the  large,  dome-shaped  sound- 
ing board,  to  aid  the  minister's  voice.  A  broad  gallery 
extended  across  the  south  side  and  both  ends,  reached  by 
stairways  in  the  porch  and  belfry.  On  the  floor  of  the 
house  and  around  the  galleries  next  to  the  walls  were  the 
pews,  about  seven  feet  square,  seating  eight  persons,  the 
partitions  topped  with  a  spindle-balustrade  one  foot  high. 
It  was  the  custom  to  stand  during  prat  ers,  and  the  seats, 
placed  along  the  sides  of  the  pews  and  divided  into  short 
sections,  were  hung  on  hinges  to  turn  up  for  that  purpose; 
and  at  the  close  of  the  prayer,  each  worshipper  would  drop 
a  seat,  with  a  clatter  like  a  scattering  volley  of  musketry. 
Beneath  the  front  of  the  pulpit  were  the  "deacons'  seats," 
and  in  front  of  those,  a  hanging  table  for  communion  ser- 
vice, to  be  let  down  when  not  in  use.  Across  the  area  in 
front  of  the  pulpit  were  long  seats  designed  for  elderly 
people,  and  others  of  defective  hearing,  called  the  "old 
men's  seats;"  but  women  never  sat  there.  No  provision 
was  made  for  warming  the  house  —  such  a  thing  was  un- 
heard of  then;  it  could  not  be  done  with  fireplaces,  and 
stoves  had  not  yet  come  into  use  —  but  later  a  makeshift 
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chirniicv  was  T)ui]t  from  the  attic  .-ind  a  single  stove  was 
set  in  thf  middle  of  the  broarl  aisle.  But  that  ])roving 
iiiereh'  a  snggcsiion  of  warniih,  two  \vcre  nfterwards  put 
in,  one  on  each  side  of  the  pnli)it,  in  front  of  the  old  men's 
seals. 

North  of  the  meetinghouse  just  in  front  of  where  Ball's 
l)lGck  and  the  church  now  stand,  was  a  long  row  of  horse- 
sheds  running  east  and  west;  and  between  those  and  the 
ehvirch  edifice  was  a  large  stone  horseblock  for  the  con- 
venience of  women  and  children  in  mounting.  On  the 
south  lay  the  Ijroad,  open  common,  with  Main  street  in 
its  quiet  village  asjiect  extending  bevond,  complcteh'  grass- 
grown  wiih  the  exception  of  a  narrow  roadway  in  the 
middle,  and  a  still  narrower  one  on  each  side,  with  grass 
between  the  ruts. 

Peter  Wilder  was  the  sexton,  chosen  by  the  town,  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  Dea.  Abijah  Wilder,  who  for  a  long 
term  of  years  had  the  care  of  the  meetinghouse  and  the 
courthouse. 

"It  was  a  great  work  to  build  that  house  in  the  day 
of  small  things;  as  will  be  seen  from  cpioting  a  few  extracts 
from  the  records  of  the  building  committee.  Most  of  those 
who  l)Oiight  pews,  in  autic'ipation  of  its  being  built,  paid 
in  cattle,  that  were  sold  at  great  discount,  after  being 
driven  to  Boston,  Wrentham,  or  Providence.  Besides, 
there  were  other  obstacles,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing quotations. 

"The  following  are  the  charges  of  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, viz : 

'To  a  journey  in  Fel>..  17S7,  to  Sutton,  Frank- 
lin, and  Boston,  to  purchase  oil,  glass,  and      £     s  a 
vane  140 

'To  a  journey  down  with  27  head  of  cattel  to 
W'rentham,  Dec.  1787;  also,  a  journey  to 
Providence,  to  buv  the  glass  for  the  nieet- 
ing^iouse ;  and  ex])ense  of  keeping  said  cattel,      5    3  10 

'  May,  178S. —  To  a  journcA"  to  Providence  after 
the  glass;  to  carting  glass  from  Providence 
to  Wrentham;  also,  a  journev  from  Provi- 
dence to  Boston,      .      .  .      .      .        0  19  1" 

"And  the  following  are  quoted  from  the 
same  l)ook  : 

'  Paid  for  cattel  more  than  thev  sold  for  in 
cash,  ■    .      .      .      16  18  5 
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'  To  cash  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Samuel 
Heaton  do\YU  to  Wrentham  after  the  glass 


for    the    meeting-house  —  wagon   and   two       c    ?  a 

horses,                                                                 1  IS  4 

'Paid  Mr  John  Ward  &  Co.,  Providence,  for 

glass,                                                              38    5  4 

'The  pews  sold  for  941    5  0 

'Raised  by  tax                                                 400    0  0 

'The  sum  total  that  has  been  paid,  in  cash, 

for  meeting-house  matters,  is      .      .      .      120  13  9' 


(Annals,  page  111.) 
In  attempting  to  relieve  the  financial  distress  of  the 
people,  the  legislature  had  submitted  to  the  voters  a  plan 
for  issuing  paper  money.  A  town  meeting  was  held, 
November  28,  1786,  to  consider  the  question,  but  the  plan 
was  rejected  by  a  unanimous  vote;  and  it  failed  ])y  a  large 
majorit3'^  in  the  state. 

Dr.  Thomas  Frink,  who  for  nearly'  thirty  years  had 
been  a  prominent  physician  and  magistrate  in  town,  died 
this  year. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1787,  Capt.  Jeremiah 
Stiles  was  elected  representative,  but  at  an  adjourned 
meeting  he  declined  to  serve,  and  Lieut.  Benjamin  Hall 
was  chosen.  Asa  Dunbar,  town  clerk  and  first  selectman, 
died  on  the  22d  of  June ;  and  a  town  meeting  on  the 
10th  of  Julj"  chose  Capt.  Stiles  to  succeed  him  in  both 
offices. 

In  May  of  this  3'ear,  William  Lamson  established  a 
tannery  in  rear  of  the  site  now  occupied  by  Lamson  block 
and  the  Five  Cents  Savings  bank,  and  he  and  his  son 
carried  on  a  successful  business  there  for  many  3'ears.  At 
that  time  there  were  onh'  about  fort3'  families  living  in 
the  vicinity  of  Main  street.  One  of  the  principal  stores  of 
the  town  was  in  the  west  part,  kept  by  Abijah  Foster,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road  a  few  rods  north  of  Jesse  Clark's 
tavern, 1  west  of  the  mill  pond,  where  Clark  also  had  saw 
and  grist  mills.  Joseph  Brown  built  and  opened  another 
store,  nearly  opposite  Foster's,  al)Out  that  time  —  the  little 
old  building  still  standing  at  the  turn  of  the  road  —  and 
built  the  present  house  of  Sidney  C.  Ellis.    There  was  a 


I  That  hoiise  w  as  the  fir.«t  liuilt  in  this  viciiiitv  by  the  "square  ruJe,"  and 
people  came  from  far  and  near  to  see  the  frame. 
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l)lricksniith's  sho])  at  the  ))raiich  of  llie  roads  near  the 
mills,  a  pottcrv  northeast  of  Brown's  store;  and  otiier 
nicclianics  found  employment  there.  Both  Foster  and 
Brown  were  eiiterjnisin^^  men,  and  each  carried  on  a  large 
general  business;  and  that  locality,  with  the  plains  to  the 
eastward,  was  expected  b\'  many  to  be  the  site  of  the 
futnre  town,  l^ut  the  new  meetinghouse  had  been  built  on 
the  "common,"  as  alrcad}'  described,  and  stores  and  shops 
began  to  spi'ing  up  near  it,  and  gradual]}-  the  business  of 
the  town  centered  there. 

Col.  Isaac  Wynian  still  kept  his  tavern  at  the  lower 
end  of  Main  street  as  in  the  days  of  the  Lexington  alarm, 
and  the  veteran  Capt.  Dorman,  77  years  old,  still  lived 
where  he  did  when  the  messenger  came  to  him  on  that 
morning  of  the  20th  of  April,  1775.  Some  of  the  busi- 
ness still  clung  to  that  end  of  the."  Street."  Samuel  Wads- 
worth  had  had  a  }>lacksmith's  shop  and  his  residence  in 
the  old  fort,  and  other  mechanics  were  still  in  that  neighbor- 
hood ;  a  schoolhouse  stood  next  north  of  Capt.  Dorman's, 
and  a  new  building  was  put  up  opposite  Col.  Wyman's 
tavern  which  was  occupied  the  next  3^ear  by  the  printing 
office. 

In  September  of  this  year  James  Davenport  Griffith, 
son  of  John  Griffith,  an  eminent  school  teacher  of  Boston, 
having  had  two  years'  experience  in  the  publication  of  the 
Continental  Journal  of  that  city,  came  to  Keene  and 
started  the  New  Hampshire  Recorder.  The  printing  office 
was  in  a  small,  one-stor}-,  wooden  building  which  stood 
on  the  west  side  of  Main  street,  near  the  north  line  of  the 
residence  lot  of  the  late  Edward  C.  Tha^'er,  a  little  back 
from  the  street.  The  office  was  moved  the  next  year  to 
the  new  building  across  the  street  as  stated  above.  The 
first  number  of  the  Recorder  that  has  been  preserved,  so 
far  as  is  known,  is  No.  1  of  the  second  volume,  dated 
Sept.  9,  17S8,  and  an  incomplete  file  from  that  date  to 
Feb.  24,  1791,  bound  in  one  volume,  is  in  the  public 
library. 

Alexander  Ralston 's  tavern  stood  on  the  west  side  of 
Main  street,  in  front  of  what  is  known  as  the  Gen.  Wilson 
house  (now  Mr.  Isaac  J.  Dunn's).    The  jail  "of  hewn  logs," 


/ 


rOWy  AFFAIRS. 


283 


winch  had  stood  just  above  that  tavern,  had  been  removed 
a  few  years  before,  across  the  street  and  farther  down  ; 
and  in  1785,  a  new  one  of  wood  had  been  built  on  Prison 
street,  as  already  stated. 

On  Aug.  19,  1787,  a  remarkable  tornado  swept 
over  all  this  part  of  the  country.  Alan}"  people  were 
killed  and  man^-  more  were  injured.  The  Recorder  reported 
that  "The  destruction  of  houses,  barns,  cattle,  etc.,  is 
bevond  conception."  The  cattle  were  killed  and  injured 
chiefll}'  b_v  the  falling  of  trees. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1788,  the  town  chose  Rev. 
Aaron  Hall  a  delegate  to  a  convention  to  act  upon  th<" 
federal  constitution  for  the  government  of  the  United  States 
proposed  by  the  national  convention.  The  state  conven- 
tion met  at  Exeter  on  tlie  13th  of  February/,  and  chose 
Gen.  John  Sullivan  president.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
state  at  that  time.  The  opposition  to  the  proposed  con- 
stitution was  so  strong  that  its  friends  did  not  dare  risk 
a  vote  on  its  adoption,  but  carried  an  adjournment  to 
gain  time;  and  the  convention  met  again  at  Concord,  on 
the  18th  of  June.  On  the  21st,  the  vote  of  adoption  passed 
by  57  to  47,  New  Hampshire  being  the  ninth  state  to 
ratify,  thus  giving  the  refjuired  two-thirds  inajoritv  of 
states  for  the  final  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  30th  of  June,  the  inhabitants  of 
Keene  celebrated  that  ratification.  Xo  account  of  the  cere- 
monies has  been  preserved,  but  there  were  religious  services 
in  the  meetinghouse,  and  Rev.  Aaron  Hall  preached  a 
sermon  which  was  printed  b^"  request,  for  sale  and  distri- 
bution. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  the  committee  previoush'- 
appointed  to  adjust  the  claims  of  those  \vlio  had  served 
in  the  late  war  but  had  not  been  settled  with  in  a 
former  a%'erage  of  pa}',  made  their  report,  recommending 
that  those  persons  be  paid  certain  sums.  The  town 
accepted  the  report  so  far  as  to  grant  them  two-thirds 
of  the  respective  sums  recommended,  and  raised  lOG 
pounds  to  pa}'  this  and  the  former  average.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  mentioned  and  the  sums  granted 
to  each: 
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<: 

(1 

*; 

r/ 

Sinuoi)  Cl;irk, 

2 

2 

+ 

Timotliv  lillis,  3(1, 

1 

1 

2 

lojirilbaii  roiid, 

2 

2 

4- 

Fvicul-cii.'int  \\'ri!:;hl, 

2 

10 

2 

Maj.  Davis  Hnwlct, 

'> 

4 

Ahialuun  Wiicc-lcr, 

0 

17 

2 

Thoni.'is  I'kh), 

2 

2 

4 

Koyril  Blake, 

4 

14 

0 

yXriiii  MoHirook. 

2 

4 

C.njitain  Rich  a  rtlsoii, 

1 

4 

0 

Cnjit.  Stt  pheii  (iriswold, 

2 

4 

I'eiijaniin  Willis, 
Isaac  Hstv, 

2 

1 

2 

Joshua  ()s!,'()0(l, 

1 

12 

() 

1 

8 

10 

Jdiu'itliaTi  J)\vinfll, 

1 

1 

•  > 

Maj.  josiali  Willard, 

1 

1(5 

8 

Gideon  Ellis, 

1 

1 

2 

Samuel  Hall, 

4 

In  the  legislature  a  convention  of  l)oth  houses  chose 
Capt.  Josiah  Richardson,  representative  from  Keene,  to 
fill  a  vacancy  in  tlie  state  council  for  the  3'ear  ensuing. 

On  the  26th  of  June  the  town  "voted  to  Rase  the 
sum  of  Two  Hundred  pounds  Lawful  Money  for  the  use 
of  Finishing  the  New  Meetinghous ;"  and  on  the  18th  of 
September  "  voted  to  Impower  the  Committee  to  Give  and 
ConvcA'  the  old  Meeting  Hons  to  the  County  of  Cheshire 
for  a  Court  hous  for  the  use  of  said  Count}-  —  Provided 
the  said  County  will  accept  of  the  said  Hous  for  the  use 
aforesaid  and  moove  it  to  the  North  west  Corner  of  the 
Meetijjg  Hous  Common  in  Keene  and  permit  the  Inhabi- 
tenc  of  said  Towne  to  hold  their  Towne  Meetings  in  said 
Hous;"  and  the  conveyance  was  made  in  accordance  with 
that  vole.  For  several  \'ears  efforts  had  been  made  and 
articles  inserted  in  the  warrants  for  town  meetings  to 
have  the  town  appropriate  money  for  instruction  in  church 
music,  but  the  town  had  persistently  refused  to  take  such 
action.  At  this  meeting  on  the  article  in  the  warrant, 
"To  see  if  the  Towne  can  Devise  an}'  Method  to  encour- 
age the  art  of  Singing  —  as  it  is  almost  neglected  in  our 
Congregation  "  —  Abijah  Wilder,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles  and 
Dea.  Daniel  Kingsbury  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
"Incurige  the  art  of  Singing  without  any  Cost  to  the 
Towne." 

About  this  time  Mr.  Samuel  Cooke,  "improved" 
(erected)  a  building  for  stores  south  of  the  present  Eagle 
Hotel.  That  part  of  Main  street  from  the  hotel  to  Water 
street  was  occupied  hx  several  shops  and  places  of  busi- 
ness, and  was  called  "  Federal  Row."  Mr.  Cooke  was  in 
trade  m  connection  with  Capt.  Samuel  Wetherbee,  of  Col. 
Wynian's  regiment  in  the  w'ar,  but  was  soon  succeeded  by 
Moses  Johnson,  who  had  occupied  a  store  and  lived  where 
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Gurnsev's  block  now  stands,  Johnson  soon  afterwards 
joined  Mr.  James  Mann,  who  had  built  the  store  subse- 
quently occupied  b^-  A.  &  T.  Hall  (or  it  is  possible  the 
firm  of  Johnson  &  Mann  built  it),  where  Bufifum's  block 
now  stands.  Johnson  also  had  pot  and  pearl  ash  works, 
and  a  distillery  on  what  is  now  Castle  street,  and  on  the 
ridge  north  of  it,  and  a  store  in  Walpole  in  connection 
with  his  business  here.  He  did  a  large  general  business, 
and  was  public  spirited  and  very  active  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  town. 

Daniel  Newconib,  who  for  ten  years  had  been  the  prin- 
cipal law3'er  in  town,  had  his  office  where  Gurnsey's  bloclf 
now  stands.  Peleg  Sprague  came  in  1787,  and  soon  built 
and  lived  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  Laton  Martin 
house,  and  had  his  office  north  of  it,  in  his  vard,  where 
the  brick  house  now  stands.  At  first  his  office  was  on  the 
site  of  Gurnsey's  block. 

David  Simmons,  the  "shoemaker  from  Boston,"  lived 
on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  toward  the  lower  end,  and 
removed  his  shop  from  there  "to  Cooke's  building  in  Fed- 
eral Row."  He  was  father  of  David  A.  Simmons,  who  left 
the  Simmons  fund  to  the  town  of  Keene. 

Capt.  Josiah  Richardson  was  still  keeping  tavern  in  the 
house  w'hich  he  had  built  on  Pleasant  street,  on  the  site  of 
the  present  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building;  and  Rev.  Aaron  Hall 
was  living  in  his  new  house,  built  1)y  the  town,  on  the 
same  street. 

Main,  Pleasant  and  Prison  streets  (Washington), 
Walpole  road  (School  street),  Packersfield  road  (Water 
street),  and  Boston  road  (Baker  street),  were  nearly  the 
same  then  as  now,  and  Cross  street  was  laid  out  that  year, 
but  none  of  the  other  streets  had  been  opened,  except  that 
Roxbury  street  and  one  or  two  others  had  been  used  with- 
out a  formal  lay-out. 

Aaron  and  Luther  Eames,  who  were  keeping  the  Ral- 
ston tavern  in  17SG,  had  now  succeeded  Dr.  Ziba  Hall  in 
his  tavern,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  where  the 
small  engine  house  now  stands,  near  the  railroad ;  and 
Lemuel  Chandler  "opened  a  new  Tavern,  nearly  opposite 
the  meeting-house,  at  the  sign  of  the  Lyon  and  the  Blue 


2S6 


HISTORY  Ol-  Klil'SE. 


Ball."  That  was  called  the  Chandler  House,  and  was  on 
the  siU'  of  (-lie  ])i-esent  Cheshire  House.  Chandler  died  the 
next  year,  aud  the  prO])erty  came  into  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Isdwards,  who  had  married  Chandler's  sister,  and 
the  house,  known  as  Edwards's  tavern,  was  kept  by  him 
for  many  years.  Capt.  Kcuben  Partridf,'-e  also  kept  a  tavern 
on  the  old  Snrry  road,  near  his  mills  —  afterwards  Hol- 
brook's  — on  the  outlet  of  Goose  pond;  and  there  were 
others  along  the  main  roads  in  town. 

At  each  of  these  public  houses  spirituous  liquors  were 
sold  tmder  a  license  from  the  state;  and  from  the  confes- 
sions of  "One  late  of  the  club,"  published  in  the  Recorder, 
it  is  evident  that  there  was  "a  set  of  gamblers"  —  a  club 
for  that  purpose,  in  fact  — in  Keene,  even  in  those  da3'S  of 
Puritan  piety.  But  Col.  Wyman  informs  his  friends  and 
the  pul)lic,  by  an  advertisement  in  the  Recorder,  "that  he 
shall  not  in  future  vend  any  licpiors  —  but  would  be  glad 
to  serve  Travellers  with  Boarding  and  Lodging,  and  the 
best  of  Horse-kee])ing ;  "  —  a  pioneer  temperance  man. 

Ephraim  Cu minings  and  Richard  Stratton  had  cloth- 
iers' works  at  West  Swanzey  and  advertised.  "That  their 
customers  may  ha  accommodated  with  colours  of  every 
kind  (except  scarlet),  particularly  Blue  in  its  highest  per- 
fection." Benjamin  Balcb  also  had  a  fulling  mill  and 
clothier's  works  on  the  north  branch  of  White  brook  near 
the  old  Westmoreland  road,  four  miles  from  the  village; 
atul  Capt.  John  Warner,  tlien  or  soon  after,  had  similar 
works  where  "Mill  creek"  —  from  the  mills  on  West  street 
— joins  the  river,  near  the  present  greenhouses  of  Ellis 
Brothers. 

The  Recorder  of  Dec.  30  sa3's :  "We  are  happ3'  to 
inform  the  Friends  to  American  Manufactures  that  the  use 
of  Sjnnning  Wheels  and  Looms  has  never  been  so  prevalent 
at  any  })eriod  since  the  late  revolution  as  at  the  present 
day.  Several  pieces  of  elegant  and  fashionable  Broadcloths 
have  lateh-  been  manufactured  in  this  towm,  the  texture, 
colour,  and  duration  of  which  are  113^  no  means  inferior  to 
European  Guinea  Cloths."  Joseph  Newell  had  a  tailor's 
shop  in  town,  and  made  fine  garments. 

Goodale  &  Homer  had  oiie  of  the  stores  in  a  long, 
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narrow  building  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  below  the 
Chandler  House.  The\^  afterwards  removed  to  the  old 
one-story  wooden  store  on  the  opposite  corner  (now 
Elliot's),  built  b3'  Capt.  Josiah  Richardson.  Ichabod  Fisher 
still  kept  his  small  store  in  the  little  old  3-ellow  house, 
already  mentioned;  and  Dr,  Jonas  Dix  had  a  "Medicinal 
Store"  on  the  west  side  of  upper  Main  street. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1788,  the  town  "voted  to  seat 
the  New^  Meeting  Hons,"  and  chose  Capt.  John  Houghton, 
Capt.  Jotham  Metcalf,  Daniel  Newcomb,  Esq.,  Col.  Tinio- 
thx'  Ellis,  and  Samuel  Bassett  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

"Voted  that  the  Pew  in  the  front  Galery  bee  appro- 
priated for  the  use  of  the  Singers  in  Keene  and  for  their 
use  onW." 

On  Wednesday,  October  29,  the  new  meetinghouse  was 
"consecrated  to  the  Divine  Being"  with  appropriate  exer- 
cises, in  w'hich  Rev.  Mr.  Olcott  of  Charlestown,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Fessenden  of  Walpolc,  who  had  formerly  preached 
here,  assisted.  The  pastor  delivered  "a  pertinent  and  com- 
prehensive discourse,"  and  the  exercises  closed  w'ith  an 
anthem  and  a  benediction. 

The  Recorder  said:  "The  zeal  and  unanimity  w^hich 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  have  discovered  in  the  com- 
pletion of  an  elegant  structui-e.  which  perhaps  is  not  infe- 
rior to  an\^  of  the  kind  throughout  the  state,  must  re- 
dound to  their  immortal  honor." 

A  correspondent  in  the  same  paper  suggested  that  a 
bell  and  a  pall  be  immediately  procured  by  subscription  ; 
and  he  urged  the  fencing  of  "the  burying  ground  at  the 
low^er  end  of  the  Main  street,"  which  w'as  exposed  to  the 
invasion  of  cattle. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  Mrs.  Sally  Hall,  "the  amiable 
consort  of  Rev.  Aaron  Hall,"  died.  The  funeral  was  at 
the  meetinghouse.  Rev.  Mr.  Fessenden  officiating. 

The  first  town  meeting  to  vote  for  electors  of  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  for  three  mem- 
bers of  congress,  under  the  new  federal  constitution,  was 
held  at  the  old  meetinghouse  on  the  15th  of  December. 

There  had  been  opposition  to  the  constitution  and 
some  would  not  act  under  it,  btit  all  the  votes  cast  in 
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Keene,  tliirty  in  imnibcr,  were  for  the  electors  who  voted 
for  Georp;e  Washinccton  and  John  Adams.  Samuel  Liver- 
more,  Benjamin  West  and  Xicliolas  Oilman  had  thirty-five 
votes  cneh  for  menil)crs  of  conf^ress. 

At  the  annual  election,  March  3,  1  789,  Gen.  John  Sul- 
livan was  chosen  president  of  the  state,  Keene  casting 
fifty-fonr  votes  for  him  to  twenty-six  for  John  Pickering. 

Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Capt.  Jotham  Metcalf,  Major 
Davis  Howlett,  Lieut.  Benjamin  Raich  and  Eri  Richardson 
were  chosen  a  committee  "to  see  what  school  houses  are 
wanting  (in  the  several  districts)  and  how  much  money  is 
wanting  to  build  school  Houses." 

"Voted  to  Fence  the  Several  During  places  in  this 
Towne  and  Chose  a  eorhmittee  of  Four  for  that  purpos 
and  chose  Major  Willard  Michel  Metcalf  Levi  Partridg 
and  Capt.  John  Houghton  who  are  hereby  Directed  to 
Call  on  their  Neighbors  to  Tiirn  out  and  Do  said  work 
without  any  Cost  or  charge  to  the  Towne." 

"Voted  that  the  Select  Men  T'rovid  a  Pall  or  grave 
Cloath  at  the  Expence  of  the  Towne."  The  pall  was  pur- 
chased in  1792  —  the  first  one  used. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  on  the  Slst  of  March,  the 
committee  apjiointed  at  a  previous  meeting  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  building  committee,  reported  that  two 
hundred  ])Oiinds  was  the  sum  needed  to  finish  the  meeting- 
house; and  the  town  voted  that  sum,  to  be  assessed 
immediately.  It  also  authorized  the  building  committee 
to  sell  the  pews  in  the  new  house  not  already^  disposed  of 
at  pulilic  vendue  to  the  highest  bidder. 

"Voted  to  purchas  a  Peace  of  Land  of  Capt.  Richard- 
son to  set  horssheds  on  —  ten  feet  wide  and  to  Extend 
from  the  Northeast  corner  of  the  Common  to  whare  the 
old  meeting  hous  Now  Stands  and  to  pay  for  the  same  out 
of  the  Towne  Treasurey."  .411  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
%vere  granted  the  privilege  of  building  horsesheds  on  that 
land  under  the  direction  of  a  committee.  Court  street  had 
not  then  been  opened,  and  the  old  meetinghouse  stood 
where  that  street  now  enters  the  square. 

One  of  the  articles  in  the  warrant  was:  "to  See  if  the 
Towne  will  Hire  a  School  Master  for  a  year  provided  the 
pa_vnicnt  Can  be  made  eas}'."    The  town  voted  not  to 
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hire.  But  Israel  Houghton  was  teachiii.a:  a  private  school 
here  at  that  time;  and  a  "Air.  Willard,"  (doubtless  Lock- 
hart,  son  of  Major  Josiah,  who  was  then  26  3'ears  of  age) 
taught  a  school  for  both  sexes  in  "Free  Masons'  Hall." 
He  and  his  jnipils  gave  public  exhibitions  which  were 
highly  commended.  To  the  second  one,  held  in  August, 
were  sold  "Tickets  of  admission,  half  a  pistarcen  each." 
(A  pistareen  passed  for  seventeen  cents.) 

In  Ma5',  "Jonathan  Hovtghton  from  Boston"  opened  a 
store  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street  below  the  Chandler 
House.  He  was  succeeded  the  next  spring  by  John  Patten, 
v.'ho  advertised  for  "Fifteen  or  Twentv  Tons  of  Flax,  to 
be  paid  for  in  goods,"  —  to  counteract  a  similar  advertise- 
ment for  the  same  amount  by  Daniel  Ashley  of  Winchester. 
Patten  also  offered  "Cash  for  Salts,  and  Goods  for  Ashes, 
or  clean  Cotton  or  Linen  Rags,"  and  added,  "Pearl  Ash 
Manufactured  on  the  shortest  Notice  given." 

The  Recorder  copied  from  Boston  papers  an  account  of 
a  pair  of  oxen  brought  to  that  market  which  "exceeded  all, 
for  fatness  and  weight,  ever  known  in  the  thirteen  states." 
The  live  weight  of  the  pair  was  3,586  pounds.  Three 
years  later  a  Concord  paper  published  a  paragraph  headed 
"Great  Oxen,"  stating  that  a  pair  had  been  brought  down 
from  Plymouth  which  weighed  2,616  pounds  and  sold  for 
$180.  Many  persons  still  living  remember  a  pair  that 
Elijah  Blake  of  Keene  raised  and  sent  to  market  by  his 
son,  Justin  S.  Blake,  in  1866,  which  weighed  5,302  pounds, 
and  sold  for  $600. 

On  Oct.  6,  1789,  there  was  a  muster  at  Keene  of  part  of 
Gen.  Chase's  brigade  —  the  Sixth  regiment,  Col.  Whitcomb  of 
Swanzey ;  the  Twenty-Second,  Col.  Aldrich  of  Westmore- 
land;  the  company  of  cavalry,  Capt.  Isaac  Wj-man  of 
Keene  (son  of  Col.  Isaac);  and  the  company  of  artillery-, 
Capt.  Butterfield.  Luther  Eames  of  Keene  was  brigade 
major.  The  whole  formed  in  Main  street  and  "marched 
into  the  training  field,"  where  the}-  were  reviewed  b^'  Maj. 
Gen.  Bellows  of  Walpole,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Chase.  The  cav- 
alry and  artillery  were  in  new  and  brilliant  uniforms,  and 
all  made  a  fine  appearance.  Refreshments  for  the  troops 
were  provided  b^'  the  general  officers. 
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The  B.-ilchcs  bad  been  succeeded  ns  post  riders  hy  Ozias 
Silsbv  of  Acworth.  the  route  remaining:;  substantialh-  the 
same  ns  that  e>tabhshed  in  1781.  Uzziel  Hurd  of  Lemp- 
ster  also  carried  the  mail  and  the  ])apers  from  the  print- 
ing ofiice  in  Keene  to  the  towns  in  Cheshire  county  not 
on  the  mail  line,  "once  a  fortnight,  bad  weather  excepted  " 
—  riding  as  far  north  as  Plainfield,  and  doing  an  express 
business. 

The  appropriations  of  the  town  for  the  support  of 
schools  had  been  steadily  increasing  until,  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  1790,  the  sum  raised  was  100  pounds  in 
addition  to  that  recjuired  l)y  law  —  which  was  five  times 
the  sum  required  of  the, town  as  its  proportion  of  the 
state  tax.  amounting  this  year  to  nearly  fifty  pounds. 
The  town  also  voted  "  to  make  up  what  is  wanting  to 
pa}-  for  finishing  the  IMeeting  hous  agreeably  to  the  report 
of  the  committe." 

In  early  times,  salmon  and  shad  were  plentiful  in  the 
Connecticut  river,  and  the}"  even  ran  up  the  Ashuelot  and 
its  larger  branches,  "By  the  law  of  nature  and  nations" 
the  people  of  this  valley  should  have  continued  in  posses- 
sion of  those  delicious  varieties  of  food,  but  with  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  came  dams  across  the  streams, 
and  the  fish  were  prevented  from  making  their  annual 
visits  to  these  waters.  For  several  3-ears  previous  to  1789, 
petitions  had  been  presented  from  the  selectmen  of  Win- 
chester and  other  inhabitants  of  the  county,  for  sluices  to 
be  opened  through  the  dams  to  allow  the  passage  of  the 
fish,  and  the  legislature  passed  an  act  retpiiring  such  sluices 
to  be  made.  The  annual  town  meeting  in  Keene  in  1790 
"chose  Capt.  Richardson  Lockhart  Willard  and  Eli  Met- 
calf  a  Committe  to  Inspect  the  Several  Milldams  across 
Ashawolet  River,  agreeably  to  a  law  of  this  State."  That 
statute  remained  in  force  until  1794'. 

A  town  meeting  on  the  10th  of  June  "voted  to  Build 
a  workhous  at  Som  futter  Perod  and  voted  to  hire  a 
workHous  for  the  present  and  chose  a  committee  to  do 
the  same  viz  Isaac  Griswold  Davis  Hewlett  and  Josiah 
Richardson  and  chose  Josiah  Richardson  to  oversee  s"^ 
workHous  and  Tak  proper  cair  of"  the  poor. 
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June  17,  the  governor  and  council  appointed  "Daniel 
Newcomb  Esq.  of  Keene  first  Justice  of  the  Inferior  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Cheshire." 

A  census  of  the  state  was  taken  this  year,  that  of 


Keene  being : 

Males  above  16  316 

Males  under  16  318 

Females  671 

Other  free  persons   5 

Slaves   2 


Amount  1,314 

[1312] 


At  this  time  Charlestown  had  1,093  inhabitants; 
Claremont,  1,435  ;  Jaflrey,  1,235;  Swanzey,  1,157;  Winches- 
ter. 1,209;  Walpole,  1,245;  Richmond,  1,3S0:  Chesterfield, 
1,905;  and  Westmoreland,  2,018. 

Keene  had  two  negro  slaves,  and  in  the  state  there 
were  158.  In  1781  and  1782,  the  following  advertisements 
were  published  in  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette: 

"A  likely,  capable  Negro  Girl,  14  years  of  age,  to  be 
sold,  or  exchanged  for  a  Xegro  Bov.  Enquire  of  the 
Printer." 

"To  be  sold  ver^-  cheap  for  want  of  employment — A 
likely,  healthy  Xegro  Girl  about  15  years  of  age,  under- 
stands all  kinds  of  housework  —  will  suit  town  or  country- 
Enquire  of  the  Printer." 

Earh-  in  1791  the  printing  office  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Recorder  was  removed  from  the  building  opposite 
Col.  \V3-man's  tavern  to  one  just  below  the  Chandler 
House;  and  the  publisher  announced  that  "the  great 
declension  of  Advertisements,  and  the  dilBculty  of  obtain- 
ing pay  "  for  the  paper  would  compel  him  to  discontinue  its 
publication  at  the  close  of  that  quarter,  but  that  printing 
would  be  carried  on  as  usual.  But  he  afterwards  pub- 
Ushed  a  few  numbers  of  the  Cheshire  Advertiser. 

The  first  bookbinder  in  town,  so  far  as  appears,  was 
Thomas  Smith  Webb,  the  celebrated  Freemason,  who  had 
a  shop  in  Federal  Row  in  1790-96. 

In  Januar\',  1791,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles  was  appointed 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cheshire  county. 

The  annual  town  meeting:  "  Voted  that  their  be  Liberty 
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to  set  u])  a  Hay  iiiurkctt  in  Soni  Convcinant  place  bctwcnc 
the-  mcc'tin^^  llous  and  the  lane  called  Warshbonrns  lane'^ 
where  it  will  best  Coniniode  the  ])r()))riators  «iik1  the  pul)- 
lick."  The  hayinarket  was  estahlislied  in  the  broad  ojjen 
street  below  the  present  City  Hotel,  with  the  Ralston 
tavern  and  a  row  of"  small  shops  on  the  west  side,  and 
"Federal  Row"  on  the  cast. 

On  the  ISth  of  March,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of 
the  leij:islaturc  establishing  postofficcs  antl  ]>ost  routes  in 
New  Hampshire,  the  ijrcsidcnt  and  council  of  the  state 
api)oiiited  .Major  Josiah  Richardson  postmaster  at  Keene, 
and  the  office  was  at  his  tavern  on  Pleasant  street  —  the 
first  regularly  established  postoffice  in  town.  The  post- 
master's compensation  was  "  two  })cnce  to  ])e  advanced  on 
the  postage  of  private  letters,  packets  (S:c."  The  same  year 
the  |jost  routes  were  so  changed  that  a  mail  ran  once  a 
fortnight  from  Concord  through  Weare,  New  Boston,  Am- 
herst, Wilton,  Peterljoro.  Dublin  and  Marlboro  to  Keene, 
and  thence  through  Westmoreland,  Walpole,  Alstead, 
Acworth,  Charlestown,  Claremont,  Newport,  Lcmpster, 
Washington,  Hillsboro,  Henniker  and  Ho])kinton  to  Con- 
cord. Thomas  Smith  of  Surry  was  postri<ler  on  that  route. 
The  coni})ensation  of  the  rider  was  twelve  pounds  per 
annum  and  the  ]»cr(juisites  on  private  packages.  The 
postage  was  sixpence  on  each  private  letter  for  every  fort}' 
miles,  and  fourfience  for  an}-  number  of  miles  less  than 
fortA  . 

In  August,  Hon.  Daniel  Newcomb  w-as  chosen  a  delegate 
to  the  convention  which  met  at  Concord  on  the  7th  of 
Se])temT}er  to  revise  the  state  constitution.  That  conven- 
tion chose  Hon.  Samuel  Livermorc  president,  adjourned 
from  time  to  time,  discussed  the  seventy-two  amendments 
proposed,  and  sent  out  those  adopted  by  the  convention 
for  acceptance  or  rejection  b_v  the  people.  At  two  succes- 
sive meetings  Keene  voted  strongly  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ments as  finally  adopted.  The  title  of  the  executive  was 
changed  from  president  to  governor.  At  the  closing 
session,  in  Scptem!)er,  1792,  Judge  Newcomb  of  Keene  was 
made  chairman  of  the  committee  that  reported  the  result 

1  Wajhbiirn's  Inr.c  .-liipt.Trs  to  bnve  been  the  .same  ,-is  Packersfield  road. 
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of  the  labors  of  the  convention  in  our  present  state  con- 
stitution. 

The  annual  town  meeting  in  1792  increased  Rev.  Mr. 
Hall's  salary-  to  100  pounds  ^  instead  of  eighty  pounds,  as 
it  had  been  previouslv.  Eighty  pounds  were  raised  for  a 
"Bell  for  the  new  Meeting  House,"  and  Pclcg  Sprague  was 
chosen  a  committee  to  purchase  the  same.  "  For  encourag- 
ing the  Purchase  of  a  Bell,  Judge  Newcomb  declared  in 
Town  Meeting,  that  he  would  pay  (exclusive  of  his  own 
Proportion)  the  Proportion  of  Ten  men  whom  the  Select- 
men Should  Judge  to  he  least  able  to  pa\'.— Squire  Sprague, 
declared  to  the  same  Purport  for  Four,"  At  a  subsequent 
meeting,  Mr.  Sprague's  bill  for  the  cost  of  the  bell  and  for 
hanging  it,  951.  2s.  Sd.  2q.,  was  allowed.  Two  \-ears  later 
the  town  voted  to  purchase  a  larger  bell,  to  weigh  one 
thousand  pounds,  and  chose  Daniel  Newcomb  agent  for 
that  purpose. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  the  veteran  soldier,  magistrate 
and  eminent  citizen.  Col.  Isaac  Wvman,  died,  aged  sixty- 
eight,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  yard  at  the  south  end  of 
Alain  street. 

In  March,  Mrs.  Ruth  Kidder  reopened  a  school  she  had 
taught  the  previous  year  in  the  basement  of  "Watson's 
shop,"  which  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street  where 
the  Cheshire  bank  and  buildings  south  of  it  now  stand. 
The  entrance  was  on  the  south  side.  The  subscribers  to 
this  school  "promise  !Mrs.  Ruth  Kidder  the  sum  of  five 
shillings  [83Mi  cents]  a  week  for  her  services  and  five 
shillings  for  her  board,  and  to  furnish  the  necessarj'-  wood." 
With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  small  buildings  along 
the  line  of  the  street,  the  view  to  the  southwest  from  that 
schoolroom  door  was  unobstructed  across  open,  green 
meadows  to  "Daniel's  Plill "  beyond. 

A  Mrs.  Mary  Dunbar  (the  widow  of  Asa  Dunbar)  was 
keeping  tavern  on  Main  street  where  the  white  house 
between  the  railroad  tracks  now  stands.  Mrs.  Dunbar 
w^as  the  grandmother  of  Henry  D.  Thoreau,  the  famous 
naturalist. 


3  In  addirioi!  to  this,  a  "bee"  was  made  each  year  to  cut  and  h,-inl  his  ye.nr's 
supply  of  wood  —  abont  forty  c<)rd>,  —  horn  the  mini-tcr  lot,  two  milts  iiortli  of 
the  village. 
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Major  Wilii.mi  Todd  Icept  the  "Ralston  Tavern,"  and 
lattT  lie  was  tlie  postmaster  in  Keene.  (Josiah  P.  Cooke 
in  Annals  of  Keene,  pa;j;e  104,  irives  the  name  John  Todd. 
But  it  is  probal)le  that  Mr.  Cooke  wrote  from  memory 
and  mistook  the  u rime  John  for  William.  The  name  John 
Todd  does  not  aj3])ear  in  any  of  the  reeords  of  Keene, 
while  Major  Williain  Todd  was  in  town  from  1790  to 
1S03,  and  perhaps  lon^rer.) 

Au<?nst  27,  1792,  the  town  "Voted  to  sett  off  Doct.'' 
Blake's  Corner  of  the  Town  as  a  seperate  School  District, 
consisting  of  the  followinj^  families  —  viz.  John  Conol^*, 
Timotln'  Conoly,  Doct/Obadiah  Blake,  Royal  Blake,  Abijah 
Aletealf,  Frederick  Metcalf,  Jose]jh  Brown,  Isaac  Wyman, 
Thomas  Dwincll,  Josiah  Ellis,  Elijah  Baker,  &  Ebenezer 
Baker."  The  Blake,  Conoly  (Colony),  and  Wyman  farms 
still  remain  in  possession  of  the  descendants  of  those  fami- 
lies. The  Baker  place  is  owned  b}'  Prof.  Bracq,  and  the 
Dwincll  place,  off  the  road,  west,  by  Edwin  V.  Aldrich. 

The  same  meeting  voted  to  raise  four  hundred  pounds 
for  building  and  repairing  schoolhouses,  and  "that  the 
several  burying  yards  be  fenced  by  the  first  Day  of  June 
next  hy  the  several  districts  at  their  Expense,  and  in  case 
of  failure,  that  the  Selectmen  fence  them  at  the  Expense 
of  said  Districts."  Five  burial  districts  were  laid  out,  as 
appears  later  in  this  chapter. 

An  article  in  the  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  held 
Sept.  24,  "To  permit  Doct.''  Dan.*  Adams  or  Doct.''  Thad- 
deus  Maccarty  or  Doct.''  Thomas  Edwards,  or  any  two 
of  them  to  erect  an  Hospital  in  some  convenient  part  of 
said  Town  to  inoculate  for  the  small  Pox,"  passed  in  the 
negative. 

At  another  meeting  in  November,  the  selectmen  were 
authorized  to  employ  some  person  to  "ring  the  Bell  in 
this  Town  as  often  as  they  shall  think  proper,"  and  pay 
a  reasonable  stim  for  that  service. 

All  nails  were  mjide  by  hand,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  scarcity  of  them,  the  legislature  had  offered  a  bounty 
for  their  manufacture.  In  1787-S,  Ezra  Harvey  made  or 
caused  to  be  made  at  his  shop  in  Keene,  according  to  a 
certificate  of  the  selectmen,  200,000  four-penny  wrought 
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nails,  and  receiTed  the  bouiit}-  thereon.  Under  the  same 
conditions  he  and  Elijah  Baker  continued  the  business  for 
several  years.  In  1790,  Baker  made  400,000  ten-penny 
and  Harvey  200,000  four-penny  \vrou<:^ht  nails.  In  1791, 
Harvey  made  4-00,000  four-penny  and  Baker  100,000  ten- 
penny  wrought  nails.  In  1792,  Baker  made  300,000  ten- 
penn\-  and  Harve}'  400,000  fonr-peony  wrought  nails. 

"The  onh'^  vehicle  or  carriage,  at  this  time,  known  to  be 
kept  and  used  in  Keene  for  pleasure  traveling,  was  owned 
and  kept  by  Thomas  Wells,  known  in  his  dav  as  '  Farmer 
Wells,'  though  he  was  b}-  trade  a  hatter.  This  vehicle  was 
what  was  then  called  a  'chair,'  was  without  a  top,  accom- 
modated two  persons,  and  was  frequently  let  for  the  use  of 
persons  going  short  distances,  and  who  desired  an  easier 
mode  of  locomotion  than  a  hard  trotting  horse. 

"It  was  at  a  much  later  period  that  Judge  Xewcomb 
introduced  the  first  chaise,  and  at  a  still  later,  that  the 
Rev.  Aaron  Hall  followed  the  same  fashion.  No  stage  at 
this  time  had  ever  passed  through  the  streets,  nor  were 
the  roads  generally  such  as  could  be  passed  in  wheel  car- 
riages; and  the  usual  and*  only  mode  of  travel  was  on 
horseback."  (Annals,  page  104.) 

Through  the  efforts  of  Judge  Newcomb,  and  largely  at 
his  expense,  a  "  grammar  school "  had  been  set  up  previous 
to  1793;  but  the  exact  time  is  not  known.  The  school- 
house  in  which  it  was  taught  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
brick  one,  just  below  the  residence  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Thayer, 
which  was  removed  a  few  j-ears  ago,  when  the  Elliot 
schoolhouse  was  built.  A  school  house  stood  on  that  spot 
for  about  one  hundred  3'ears.  The  first  teacher  was  Peter 
John  Ware,  and  "  He  left  a,  lasting  impression  of  severit3' 
on  the  memories,  if  not  on  the  backs,  of  his  pupils."  Dur- 
ing this  year  (1793)  William  Thurston  was  in  charge  of 
the  school.  He  had  graduated  from  Dartmouth  college  in 
1792,  and  afterwards  settled  as  a  lawyer  in  Boston.  The 
tuition  was  12 V2  cents  a  week,  with  a  small  additional 
sum  for  those  who  learned  to  write.  "  Mr.  Thurston  was 
succeeded  by  Master  Farrar,  a  man  of  ver3'  agreeble,  mild 
manners."    (Annals,  page  106.) 

In  April,  Henr}-  Blake  &  Co.  began  the  publication  of 
the  Columbian  Informer,  or  Cheshire  Journal.  But  one 
copy   of  that   paper   appears   to  have   been  preserved, 
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althouuh  its  puldicntion  contioucti  until  Auf^ust,  1795, 
when,  ]Icnrv  Blnkc  hnviuL;  died,  it  was  sold  to  Cornelius 
Sturtcvant.  Jr.,  &  Co. 

The  hig'liest  tax])a\-crs  in  town  in  171)3,  in  the  order 
of  the  sums  paid  —  the  first  list  that  has  been  preserved  — 
were  Alexander  Kalston,  Thoni<as  Baker,  Abel  Blake, 
Moses  Johnson,  Daniel  Newconil).  James  Wrij^ht,  Josiah 
Richardson.  Simeon  Clark,  David  Willson,  David  Nims,  Jr. 

In  FebnuirA'.  1704,  a  stibscription  was  started  to  pur- 
chase the  first  town  clock  —  to  be  made  b\'  Luther  Smith 
at  his  shop  in  Federal  Row.  He  agreed  to  make  and  war- 
rant it  and  keej)  it  in  repair  for  ten  years  for  thirty-six 
pounds.  The  town  accepted  and  placed  it  in  the  tower  of 
the  meetinghouse,  and  it  did  good  ser\'ice  for  many  3'ears. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting,  Abel  Blake,  Dea.  Abijah 
Wilder  and  Joseph  Brown  were  chosen  "Fire  Wards;" 
James  Morse  "Culler  of  Staves"  and  Benjamin  Hall 
"Essay  master  of  pot  and  pjearl  ashes,"  —  the  first  mention 
of  those  offices  in  the  town  records.  The  office  of  clerk 
of  the  market  was  renewed  and  James  Morse  was  chosen. 
The  article,  "To  sec  if  the  Tovv-n  will  grant  Monej'  to 
teach  Singing,"  was  passed  over. 

For  many  years  after  the  Revolution,  Walpolc  was  a 
rival  of  Kccnc  for  the  position  of  leading  town  in  the 
county,  as  were  also  Westmoreland,  Chesterfield,  Rich- 
mond and  Chariestown ;  and  in  both  population  and  val- 
uation the  three  first  named  exceeded  Keene  at  this  time. 
Sometime  in  1793,  Isaiah  Thomas  and  David  Carlisle,  Jr., 
established  a  weekly  paper  at  Walpole,  calling  it  "The 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  Journal,  or  Fanner's  Mu- 
seum." Incoraplete  files  of  the  paper,  from  No.  58,  vol.  2, 
dated  May  16,  1794,  to  the  time  of  its  discontinuance  in 
October,  1799,  have  been  preserved,  and  have  been  of  value 
in  the  preparation  of  this  work.  Its  columns  are  filled 
chiefly  with  important  state  papers  ;  diploiuatic  letters  and 
documents,  foreign  and  domestic;  letters  of  .Washington 
and  other  distinguished  men ;  and  the  acts  of  congress  and 
the  legislature.  Noticeable  among  the  few  advertisements, 
is  the  frequencN'  with  which  husbands  in  the  surrounding 
towns  forbid  the  public  to  trust  or  "harbour"  the  wives 
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who  had  left  their  "bed  and  board."  Five  such  advertise- 
ments appear  in  one  number  of  that  small  paper,  indicat- 
ing much  domestic  infelicity-  even  in  those  days.  Sometimes 
there  were  spicj'  replies  from  the  absconding  wives,  who 
could  "talk  back,"  and  who  proViably  had  the  sy-mpathy- 
of  the  public.  Many  advertisements  of  runaway  ap]jren- 
tices  appear,  and  rewards  of  one  cent,  two  cents  and  six 
cents  —  seldom  larger — were  offered  for  their  apprehension 
and  return. 

It  was  during  1794  that  a  copartnership  was  formed 
between  Abijah  Wilder  and  Luther  Eames  of  Keene,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  aqueducts.  The  next  February,  "Lu- 
ther Eames  and  his  associates  were  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  into  a  society  for  bringing 
fresh  water  into  the  town  of  Boston."  Further  writings 
were  executed  in  May  between  Abijah  Wilder,  Luther  Eames 
and  Jonathan  Church,  for  building  the  Jamaica  Pond  aque- 
duct; and  thus  Boston  is  inde])ted  to  Keene  enterprise  "for 
the  first  introduction  of  pure  water  into  the  town." 

In  the  early  part  of  1795,  or  possibly  in  the  last  of 
1794,  Asa  Bullard  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Keene  — 
the  first  under  the  United  States  government.  He  had 
been  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary-  war  and  •  was  styled 
"Capt.  Bullard"  when  he  first  came  to  Keene;  and  he 
afterwards  rose  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  militia. ^  He 
kept  a  "Coffee  House"  on  what  is  now  the  south  corner 
of  Dunbar  and  Main  streets,  in  what  was  afterwards 
known  as  the  "plastered  house"  —  plastered  on  the  out- 
side—  and  had  the  office  there.  It  stood  on  the  same 
foundations  as  the  present  house  of  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Spencer, 
%vith  a  garden  extending  south  to  the  Packersfield  road. 
It  was  afterwards  the  residence  of  Elijah  Dunbar,  Esq., 
for  whom  the  street  was  named.  That  was  a  convenient 
location  for  the  postoffice  then,  being  in  the  Hay-market, 
and  at  the  south  end  of  Federal  Row.  The  mails  now 
came  direct  from  Boston  once  a  week  and  went  through 

1  "  He  afterwards  rernovcd  to  \Vrtlpolc'  and  kept  tavern  thci"e  ;  and  it  was  at 
h'i>  houae  that  for  some  time  the  clnb  of  scholars  niid  wit?,  wbo  made  tlicm- 
seives  and  the  Farmers'  Museuni  famuns  thrr)u;:hi>tjt  the  countrj-.  by  their 
Incnbrations,  and  consisted  of  Joseph  Uctjuic,  afterwards  editor  of  the  Port 
Foftr>.  at  Philadelphia;  Roj-aJ  Tyler,  afterward?  Chief  Justice  oi  Vermont;  Sain- 
nel  Htint  and  Roger  ^"ose,  Vmth  afterwards  mcnihers  of  Congress;  Satnutl  West, 
aod  others,  held  their  {leriodieal  syniposiuttii."    (Annals,  page  79.) 
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to  "  C])nrlesto\vn,  No.  4.''  Thcv  were  carried  1)y  Jotharn 
Johnson  of  Leominster,  Mass.,  ulio  advertised  to  carry 
])assciigers  in  winter  "in  a  con venient  covered  slei-^h."  He 
left  lioston  Wednesday  mornin.ti,  reached  Leominster  that 
ni.^ht ;  came  to  Keene  Thursda}'  and  spent  tlie  night  at 
Capt.  Bullard's  Coffee  Honsc;  arrived  at  No.  4-  at  2  p.  m., 
Friday,  and  retnrned  to  Walpole  that  night.  Passing 
through  Keeue  Saturday  morning  at  9  o'clock,  Marlboro 
(the  old  town  on  the  hill)  at  11,  he  reached  Boston  at  7 
o'clock  Monda3'  morning. i  The  roads  as  they  were  then 
would  hardly  be  deemed  passable  now,  and  the  mails  were 
carried  on  horseback  except  when  there  was  plenty-  of  snow. 
The  veteran  John  Balch,  who  began  in  1781,  was  still  carry- 
ing mails,  newspapers  and  packages  on  some  of  the  routes. 

The  canal  and  locks  at  Bellows  Falls,  for  the  passage 
of  the  freight  boats  then  in  use  on  the  river,  were  in  pro- 
cess of  building  this  3'ear.  The  boats  were  propelled  up  the 
stream  with  poles. 

Samuel  Hunt,  afterwards  a  member  of  congress,  was 
practising  law  in  Keene  at  this  time.  His  office  w-as  on 
the  east  side  of  INIain  street,  below  the  Chandler  House. 
He  came  from  Alstead,  remained  five  y'ears,  and  removed 
to  Chai'lestown,  liis  native  place. 

Asa  Bullard,  Jr.,  taught  the  grammar  school  in  1795. 
He  had  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1793,  and  was  "after- 
wards a  highly  respectable  teacher  and  phj'sician  in  Bos- 
ton." He  was  succeeded  here  b_y  Thomas  Heald,  a  Dart- 
mouth graduate  of  1794,  who  settled  as  a  lawyer  in  Con- 
cord, Mass. 

May  19,  Capt.  Ephraim  Dorman,  the  veteran  soldier 
and  leader  in  the  town  in  the  earl}'  days,  died,  aged  eighty- 
four,  and  w'as  buried  in  the  old  south  v^ard. 

A  tow-n  meeting  on  the  25th  of  Ma}'  voted  to  increase 
the  salary-  of  Rev.  Mr.  Hall  to  130  pounds  —  fifty  pounds 
more  than  was  agreed  upon  when  he  was  settled.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  addition  to  the  amount  required 

^In  1 704>,  cong:ress  passed  an  act  estabUshiii^  mail  rotites  in  New  Hanip- 
sliii-c.  One  of  those  routes  ran  frf)n3  I'ortsmonih  through  Exeter,  Che=;ter, 
Amberst,  Keene  and  Walpole  to  Charlesto wii .  Another  ran  direct  from  Boston 
to  Kccnc.  The  r;ite.^  of  postage  were,  "Fur  every  single  letter  conveyed  by  land 
not  excecdiui^  thirty  miles  cents;  over  thirty,  not  exceeding  sixty  miles,  eijjht 
cents;  c>vcr  sixty,  not  c2ccc<liu.i5  one  hundred  miles,  ten  cents;"  and  so  on  —  the 
rate  for  tho^e  carried  over  4-50  miles  being  twenty-five  cent.s.  For  doulile  or 
trijtle  letters,  donlilc  or  trijile  postage  was  "required. 
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by  law  were  raised  for  schools,  and  "  Eight}-  pounds  to  pur- 
chase and  fence  Bur^-ing  grounds  in  the  several  districts." 

At  this  time  the  town  was  divided  into  five  districts 
for  burial  purposes.  The  first  included  the  village  and  all 
the  inhabitants  between  the  river  and  the  "North  Branch," 
from  Swanze\'  line  as  far  north  on  the  west  side  as  "Fisher 
Brook,"  and  to  Sullivan  line  on  the  east  side.  Down  to 
this  time  the  bur3dng  ground  of  this  district  had  been  the 
original  one  at  the  south  end  of  Main  street,  but  in  the 
spring  of  this  year  the  one  on  I'rison  street  was  opened 
for  burial.  The  first  interment  there  was  that  of  John 
(Holland?)  Johnson,  ^  the  seven  years  old  son  of  Moses 
Johnson,  \yho  died  April  22.  His  grave  is  a  short  distance 
southeast  of  tJie  entrance.  Gravestones  in  that  yard  giv- 
ing an  earlier  date  than  1795  are  those  for  bodies  removed 
from  some  other  yard. 

The  second  district  was  the  southwest  quarter  of  the 
town,  extending  as  far  north  as  the  present  Chesterfield 
road,  and  including  the  small  village  at  old  West  Keene 
and  three  or  four  farms  northwest  of  it.  The  burying 
ground  was  the  old  one  on  the  knoll  near  Ash  Swamp 
brook,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  H.  O.  Spaulding, 
where  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  hjive 
recenth'  placed  a  monument. 

The  third  district  was  the  northwest  quarter  of  the 
town,  and  the  bur3'ing  ground  was  near  the  Westmoreland 
road  and  "near  Col.  Ellis's,"  three  and  a  half  miles  from 
town.  Later  the  second  and  third  districts  united,  in  part, 
in  the  grounds  near  the  old  Saw^-er  tavern,  given  hy  Col. 
Abraham  Wheeler,  who  then  owned  and  kept  the  tavern. 

The  fourth  district  was  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
with  the  bur3'ing  ground  in  the  crotch  of  the  roads  beyond 
the  Chase  farm. 

The  fifth  district  included  all  east  of  the  North  branch, 
and  the  bur3-ing  ground  was  near  Nathan  Nye's,  in  what 
is  now  Roxbury. 

The  boundary'  lines  of  the  twelve  school  districts 
were  also  run  this  year,  1795,  by  the  selectmen,  and 
the  descriptions  recorded ;    and   those  districts  i-emained 

ijosiah  P.  Cooke,  in  Annals  of  Keene,  pag;e  102,  says,  "John  Holland."  hnt 
the  inscription  on  the  gravestone  is  Miti])lj  "Juim  Johnii">n." 
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substantially  tlic  same  for  many  years.  From  those  descrip- 
tions we  learn  tliat  "Esq.  Raker"  still  had  his  tannery 
near  Beaver  lu'ook  on  tlie  "Boston  Koad ; "  that  Fisher 
brook  was  the  little  stream  that  crosses  Court  street,  a 
little  more  than  a  mile  from  theScjuarc;  that  Eri  Richard- 
son lived  near  the  sonthwcst  corner  of  the  town;  that 
Thomas  Dwinell,  Addingtou  Daniels,  Ammi  Brown,  James 
Lincoln,  Luther  Rragg,  Aaron  Gray,  Noah  Leonard  and 
Jesse  Hall,  besides  others  previously  mentioned,  lived  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  town ;  Cornelius  Sturtevant  and 
Captains  Lsaac  and  Stephen  Gi'iswold,  near  the  north  line, 
east  of  the  river;  Benjamin  Archer,  near  the  town  line  on 
the  old  Walpole  road;  James  Crossfield,  in  the  north  part 
of  what  is  now  Roxbur\' ;  Capt.  David  Willson,  on  the 
southeast  side  of  Beech  hill,  probably  on  the  Chapman 
farm  ;  and  man\-  other  facts  of  interest. 

The  sum  raised  for  schools  this  year,  1795,  was  200 
pounds;  hnt  an  article  in  the  warrant  for  a  meeting  in 
November,  to  see  if  the  town  would  support  a  grammar 
school,  was  dismissed.  The  next  y-ear,  1796,  "Monsieur 
Bellerieve,  <'!  Frenchman,  took  charge  of  the  (private)  gram- 
mar school,  lor  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  solely  in 
French.    His  career  was  a  short  one."    (Annals,  i)age  107.) 

The  selectmen  of  Keene  had  sold  to  Daniel  Newcomb, 
Esq.,  in  1784,  a  small  part  of  the  old  meetinghouse  lot 
and  common  at  the  south  end  of  Main  street.  On  the  30th 
of  November,  1795,  they  sold  him  the  reinainder  of  that 
lot,  and  he  afterwards  built  on  it  a  fine  colonial  house  for 
his  homestead,  which  gave  place  to  the  j)resent  structure, 
now  the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Lane. 

In  .lugust,  Cornelius  Sturtevant,  Jr.,  &  Co.  began  the 
iniljlication  of  a  weekly  paper  called  the  "Rising  Sun." 
But  few  copies  of  that  paper  are  now  in  existence.  The 
"Co."  was  .-Vbijah  Wilder  and  Elias  Sturtevant. 

Sept.  28,  1795,  tiie  town  chose  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles 
representative  in  place  of  Daniel  Newcomb,  who  had  been 
elected  in  March,  but  had  also  been  elected  state  senator, 
and  resigned  as  representative. 

"  Chose  Jeremiah  Stiles  Josiah  Richardson  &  Dan' 
Kingsbury  Esq''  to  give  a  deed  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of 
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Keene  to  the  Coinit3'  of  Cheshire  of  Land  on  the  Common 
in  Keene  to  extend  ei/^ht  Rods  east  of  Cap*^  Richardsoris 
east  Garden  fence,  from  the  Road  on  the  South  side  of  the 
Common  to  the  North  side  of  the  Common,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  new  Court  house  thereon  to  be  for  the 
use  of  the  Count}'  so  long  as  said  Court  house  shall  stand 
thereon  and  be  used  as  such  and  no  longer  and  the  Town 
to  have  the  same  privileges  on  said  land  &  in  the  new 
Court  house  to  be  erected  as  they  now  have  in  the  old 
Court  house  and  on  said  land.'' 

Air.  Alexander  Ralston,  the  wealthiest  man  in  town, 
was  making  an  effort  to  have  the  new  courthouse  l)uilt 
near  his  tavern — in  the  Ilaymarket.  At  the  next  annual 
meeting,  in  1796.  the  town  "  A'oted  as  the  opinion  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Keene  that  it  would  l)c  most  convenient  for 
the  Town  of  Keene,  and  for  the  County  of  Cheshire,  to 
have  a  Court  house  built  wliere  the  Old  one  now  stands  on 

.  the  Common  in  Keene;  and  to  instruct  their  Rei)resenta- 
tive  to  use  his  Influence  in  the  Convention  of  said  Countj' 
to  grant  two  hundred  pounds  for  building  the  same,  agree- 

:  able  to  the  contract    *    *    "        notwithstanding  any  pro- 

;  posals  of  M.^  Ralston  since,  or  if  he  would  1)ui!d  one  for 
nothing  where  he  proposes." 

The  new  courthouse  was  liuilt  during  that  season,  ver}' 

r'  nearh'  on  the  site  of  the  old  one  (the  old  meetinghouse), 
and  was  used  as  a  town  hall  for  many  years.  At  the 
same  time  the  south  end  of  the  road  from  Surr}'  and  Wal- 
pole  was  changed  so  as  to  run  near  the  west  side  of  it, 
entering  Pleasant  (West)  street  where  the  postoffice  build- 
ing now  stands  —  along  "the  east  side  of  Capt.  Richard- 
son's garden  fence,"  and  forming  the  present  Court  street, 
except  at  its  south  end.  Previous  to  that.it  had  come 
down  nearlv  on  the  line  of  the  present  School  street;  and, 
prior  to  1773,  curved  thence  to  the  east,  passing  below 

.  the  present  Episcopal  church,  and  entering  Main  street  by 
"  Poverty  Lane,"  about  where  Lamson  T)lock  now  stands. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1796,  in  accordance  with  the 
request  of  a  ])revious  county  convention,  the  town  "voted 
that  the  Court  house  in  Keene  v.-hen  finished  become  the 
sole  property  of  the  County  of  Cheshire  without  reserve." 
Keene  had  voted  to  give  the  land,  and  prominent  citizens 
had  contributed  generous  sums  of  money  towards  the 
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erection  of  tlie  1>uilding.  At  the  r)eccMnl)er  term,  "  The  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  give  liberty  to  the  Town  of  Keene  to  use 
the  Court  house  for  Town  Meetinj^s  when  there  is  no  Court 
sitting  there  (said  Town  doing  no  injur}'  thereto  and  keep- 
ing the  same  clean)  upon  their  giving  a  deed  thereof  to  the 
County.  Attest 

Tho''-  Sparhawk,  Clerk." 

During  the  year  1796,  Dea.  Abijah  Wilder  utilized  his 
skill  in  laying  a(iueducts  by  bringing  water  in  logs  from  a 
S])ring^  at  the  north  end  of  the  village  to  su])])ly  his  own 
and  other  families.  Afterwards  the  same  aqueduct  was 
used  to  sup])l3'  water  to  some  shops  and  manufactories; 
and  others  were  laid  in  town  about  the  same  time  and  did 
good  service  for  many  years. 

On  the  10th  of  June  the  community  was  shocked  by 
the  sudden  death  of  George  Newcomb,  eldest  son  of  Judge 
Newcomb.  He  was  a  remarkabl}'  bright  and  promising 
lad,  thirteen  years  old,  and  an  undergraduate  of  Dart- 
mouth college.  He  was  at  home  on  a  vacation,  w^ent  to 
the  river  to  bathe  with  the  boj's  of  the  grammar  school, 
and  was  drowned. 

A  remarkably  ]3right  son  of  Capt.  Alpheus  Nims, 
George,  in  his  sixth  j-ear,  died  also  about  the  same  time. 
"He  was  possessed  of  an  extraordinar}'  memor\%  so  that 
he  could  retain,  almost  verl)atim,  discourses  of  consider- 
able length."   (Annals,  ])age  SO.) 

In  business,  Allen  &  Dorr  (Joseph  Dorr,  son-in-law  of 
Capt.  Josiah  Richardson)  had  succeeded  Goodale  &  Homer 
in  the  store  on  the  corner,  and  they  were  sharp  competi- 
tors of  Moses  Johnson  (or  "Johnson  &  Mann")  their  next 
door  neighbors.  The  advertisements  of  the  rival  firms  were 
shat  ]>  and  spicj',  and  their  customers  reaped  the  benefit  of 
low  prices. 

Down  to  this  time,  1797,  every  propert}'  holder  had 
been  com])elled  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  church 
established  in  the  town.  But  the  new  state  constitution 
provided  that,  "no  person  of  any  one  particular  denomina- 
tion shall  ever  be  compelled  to  pay  tow^ards  the  support  of 
the  teacher  or  teachers  of  another  persuasion,  sect  or 

1  The  Annals  say  from  Bcnver  l>r<)f)k,  ))«t  it  lias  since  been  ascertained  that 
it  was  from  a  Nviriii^, 
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denomination."  Controvers}-  and  litigation  at  once  sprang 
up  from  those  wiio  dissented,  or  pretended  to  dissent,  from 
the  doctrines  taught  in  the  established  church  in  their 
town  concerning  the  payment  of  the  minister  tax.  In 
Keene,  Rev.  Aaron  Hall  was  a  Congregationalist,  and 
taught  the  doctrines  of  Calvin.  Dr.  Ziba  Hall  claimed  to 
be  a  Universalist.  The  selectmen  collected  the  usual  tax 
for  the  support  of  the  minister.  Dr.  Hall  brought  suit  to 
recover  the  tax  he  had  paid.  The  town  appropriated 
twent\'  dollars  to  defend  the  suit.  The  controversy  was 
sharp  and  exciting,  but  heavily  balanced  against  the  doc- 
tor. Much  testimony  was  taken.  The  jury  gave  their 
verdict  for  the  defendants,  in  accordance  with  the  religious 
feeling  of  the  time,  and  on  the  ground  that  the  laws  did 
not  recognize  any  such  denomination  as  Universalists. 
Soon  afterwards,  the  legislattire  recognized  the  Universa- 
lists and  other  denominations  b^-  legal  enactment,  and 
compulsor}'  support  of  churches  ceased. 

The  denominations  of  money  in  use  had  now  so  far 
changed  from  the  English  to  the  Federal  svstem,  that  at 
the  annual  town  meeting  this  3'ear,  1797,  the  suras  raised 
were  stated  in  dollars  and  cents  instead  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings and  pence.  The  sum  of  $500  was  A'oted  for  Air. 
Hairs  salary-,  $500  for  schools,  $500  for  repair  of  high- 
wa\-s  and  bridges,  and  SSOO  for  town  charges.  But  the 
next  3'ear,  179S,  the  appropriations  were  $666.67  for 
schools,  $666.67  for  highways  and  bridges,  and  $4-33.33  for 
Mr.  Hall's  salary-;  which  shows  a  clinging  to  the  old  Eng- 
lish system,  and  a  serious  retrograde  movement  in  grant- 
ing Mr.  Hall's  salar\-.  Five  years  later,  however,  it  was 
raised  to  $500,  and  was  kept  at  that  sum  for  man\-  years. 

In  August,  179S,  Peleg  Spraguc,  Esq.,  of  Keene,  was 
elected  to  congress,  to  fill  a  vacancv  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Hon.  Jeremiah  Smith.  Mr.  Spragiie  took  his  seat 
on  the  4th  of  March  following. 

"The  first  dancing  school  in  Keene  was  taught  during 
this  winter  (1798-9)  by  ]M aster  Burbank  of  Brookfield,  in 
the  hall  of  the  piiblic  house  then  kept  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Edwards,  where  the  Cheshire  House  now  stands." 

(.\nnals,  page  lOS.) 

In  the  earh'  part  of  1799,  John  Prentiss,  then  21  years 


Old,  t-anu'  to  I\(  cue  and  he^aii  tlic  i)u1j]icalion  of  the  New 
1  lanijjsliii  c  Sciilincl,  at  tlic  "Old  rHntiii^  Office,"  wliicli 
liad  liccii  the  olfiec  of"  the  Risiuj^  Sun  and  ])revious  weekly 
papers  —  rdreaiiy  ilescrihed  as  the  first  oOlee  of  tlie  Recorder. 
"A  Itill  of  sale  and  transfer  is  drafted  b\-  N.  Cooke,  of  the 
jtrinting  ajjparaLus  and  effects  —  formerly  owned  b^'  C. 
Sturtevant  Jr.  &  Co.  —  from  .\l)ijah  Wilder  to  John  Pren- 
tiss. For-  these  writin;;s  Abijah  ^Vilder  is  debited  in  the 
books  of  account  of  N.  Cooke  as  follows,  viz:  'March  27, 
1799.  Abijah  Wilder,  Dr.  —  To  drawing-  writings  between 
him  and  Prentis.s,  15  cents.'"  —  an  illustration  of  the 
modest^'  of  })rofessionail  charges  in  those  days. 

The  first  number  of  the  Sentinel  was  issued  on  Satur- 
day, the  2od  of  March.  Its  motto  was:  "  Aly  Country's 
Good  — a  faithful  Watch  I  stand." 

The  name  was  well  chosen,  for  Keenc  was  still  one  of 
the  frontier  points  of  civilization.  Mr.  Prentiss  began  with 
seventy  subscribers  at  $1.50  a  year  —  t.aken  in  wood,  but- 
ter, cheese,  grain,  and  almost  an^-  article  used  in  a  family 
—  and  be  also  kept  a  few  standard  books,  blank  books  and 
a  small  stock  of  stationery-  for  sale.  In  Octoljer,  the  office 
was  removed  to  a  new  buildiug  just  south  of  Dr.  Ed- 
wards's tavern. 

The  previous  winter  had  been  one  of  remarkable 
severitA'.  A  paragraph  in  the  Sentinel,  dated  March  30, 
says:  "The  oldest  man  .scarcely  recollects  such  a  winter 
as  the  past.  Since  the  middle  of  November  the  ground  has 
been  covered  with  snow.  The  mail  sleigh  from  Boston  to 
Walpole  has  passed  through  this  town  eighteen  weeks  in 
succession.  ^  *  ^  ^  have  had  four  months  and  ten 
daj'S  dead  winter."  The  severity  was  equalU'  great  in 
Europe.  The  Sentinel  of  Maj-  11,  said  :  "  The  snow  now,  in 
many  |)arts  of  this  town,  is  two  to  three  feet  deep."  "  Some- 
how or  other  our  earth  appears  to  have  gotten  an  unlucky 
jog  to  the  Northward.    The  spring  is  extremely  backward." 

The  4th  of  July  was  celebrated  this  year  with  much 
patriotic  spirit.  At  sunrise  the  bell  were  rung,  and  in- 
default  of  cannot?,  volle\'s  of  rausketrj-  were  fired.  Two 
companies  of  militia  under  Captains  Alpheus  Nims  and 
Isaac  Griswold,  paraded  on  the  conmion,  and  at  11  o'clock 
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"escorted  a  large  and  respectahlu  procession  through  the 
streets  to  the  meeting-hotise,"  where  religions  services  were 
held,  ^vith  patriotic  music,  and  an  oration  was  delivered 
hy  Noah  Cooke,  Esq.  At  3  o'clock,  there  w^as  a  dinner  at 
which  thirteen  regular  toasts  were  drunk ;  and  in  addi- 
tion, one  volunteer  toast  to  "  Peleg  Spraguc,  Esq.,  our 
worthy  Representative  in  Congress." 

"July  20.  —  Died,  Mrs.  Abigail  Nims,  of  this  town,  con- 
sort of  Mr.  David  Nims,  aged  80.    Her  descendants  were 
81 — children  10,  grand-children  50,  great-grand -children  21. 
Mrs.  Nims  accompanied  the  first  settlers  in  this  town." 
i  (Annals,  page  85.) 

In  August,  1799,  Keene  was  one  of  the  recruiting 
stations  in  New  Hampshire  for  raising  volunteers  for  the 
threatened  war  with  France.  Ca])t.  J.  Dunham,  of  the 
regular  army,  opened  an  office  here,  heading  his  advertise- 
ment with : 

"ATTENTION!!! 
TO  ARMS  COLUMBIA!" 
But  the  troops  were  not  called  out. 

Washington  died  on  the  14th  of  December.  When  the 
news  reached  Keene,  in  the  evening,  some  days  later,  x\bijah 
W'ilder,  Jr.,  then  a  bo^'  of  fifteen,  went  into  the  belfry  of 
the  meetinghouse  and  tolled  the  bell  all  night.  The  next 
day  at  noon  the  United  States  flag  was  hoisted,  draped  in 
mourning,  and  the  bell  was  again  tolled  until  2  o'clock. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  27th  of  January', 
ISOO,  "to  carrj^  into  effect  the  measures  recommended  b3' 
Congress,  and  by  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  the  observance  of  the  22d  dav  of  Febru- 
ary next  —  publicly  to  testify  their  Grief  for  the  death  of 
General  George  W'ashington." 

"A'oted  and  chose  Daniel  Newcomb  Esq.''  David  Forbes 
Esquire,  Doctor  Ziba  Hall,  Lock.*  Willard  Esq.''  Cap.^  Abel 
Blake,  M.""  Ebenezer  Robl)ins,  and  Noah  Cooke  Esq.^  a 
Committee  to  make  arrangements."  "Voted  and  chose 
Doctor  Daniel  Adams  and  Major  John  Pray  Blake  Mar- 
shalls  for  that  day." 

The  order  of  exercises  announced  l)y  the  committee 
requested  the  inhabitants  to  assemble  "at  the  house  of 
Major  Todd  [who  still  kept  the  Ralston  tavern],  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  habiliments  of  mourning,  the 


800 


IJJSTOkV  OF  KHLM-:. 


males  with  cra])c  or  hlack  n'l)l>on  on  the  left  arm  l>clovv 
the  elbow,  the  females  with  a  black  sash." 

The  programme  was  carried  out  as  planned.  The  in- 
terior of  the  meetinghouse  was  draped  with  mourning,  a 
flag  in  mourning  was  disi)layed  at  half  staff,  and  the  bell 
was  muffled,  and  tolled  during  the  march  of  the  procession, 
and  after  the  exercises  until  sunset.  The  procession,  in 
which  the  town  and  other  officials,  the  Masons  and  the 
citizens  generally,  joined,  was  escorted  In'  the  Keene  Light 
Infantr}'  in  uniform,  Capt.  Alpheus  Niras;  the  conipan}'  of 
militia,  Capt.  Isaac  Griswold ;  each  with  arras  reversed ; 
and  the  compan}-  of  cavahw,  Lieut.  Clark;  with  muffled 
drums,  from  Major  Todd's  tavern  to  the  meetinghouse, 
where  appropriate  religious  services  were  held.  An  oration 
was  pronounced  b\'  Samuel  West,  Esq.,  and  "The  choir  of 
singers  did  ample  justice  to  the  solemn  and  afiecting  airs." 
"The  ceremonies  of  the  da}-  were  conducted  with  the 
greatest  decency  and  propriety." 

One  article  in  the  warrant  for  the  annual  town  meet- 
ing in  1800  was :  "  To  take  the  Sense  of  the  cptalified 
Voters  on  the  Subject  of  using  Instruments  of  Music  in  aid 
of  vocal  Music  in  the  Meeting  house  on  Sabliath  da3's." 
It  wtis  dismissed. 

In  August,  the  town  voted  to  raise  $1,333.33  to  build 
and  repair  schoolhouses. 

Several  prominent  citizens  died  during  tlj^e  year  —  Hon. 
Peleg  Sprague,  in  Api'il,  aged  43;  Gideon  Ellis,  one  of  the 
early  settlers,  in  August,  aged  86 ;  and  Capt.  Jeremiah 
Stiles,  in  December,  aged  56. 

At  the  close  of  the  18th  century',  Keene  was  a  well 
settled  township  of  1,645  inhabitants,  chiefl}-  thrifty 
farmei's  and  their  large  families,  and  "Keene  Street"  was 
an  attractive  village  of  about  one  hundred  houses,  shops, 
etc.,  including  a  fine  new  meetinghouse,  of  which  the  citi- 
zens had  a  right  to  be  proud.  President  Dwight,  of  A''ale 
college,  an  experienced  traveller,  described  Keene  as  one  of 
the  pleasantest  inland  tovv'ns  he  had  seen.  Central  Square 
had  been  laid  out  x)artl3'  in  its  present  form,  though  not 
extending  so  far  north,  with  the  meetinghouse  near  the 
north  side,  fronting  south,  the  horsesheds  behind  it,  and  the 
"common"  extending  down  to  the  present  railroad  tracks. 
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The  accompan3nng  map  of  the  village  as  it  was  at  that 
time,  with  the  page  of  explanations,  is  copied  from  the 
Annals  of  Keene,  pages  88  and  89. 

"The  plan  of  the  Village,  on  the  opposite  page,  has 
been  prepared  with  much  labor  and  care.  It  was  pro- 
tracted by  George  W.  SturtcTant,  Esq.  from  surveys  made 
by  him  and  others ;  and  the  position  of  the  buildings  and 
the  owners'  names  have  been  ascertained,  b}'  frequent  con- 
sultations w'ith  many  persons  whose  recollections  go  back 
to  that  period. 

"The  figures  on  the  plan  refer  to  the  table  below. 

"  REFER  FA'CES. 


"1.— 

Judge  Newcomb. 

42.— 

-Drajier's  Bake  House. 

2.— 

"Maj.  Willnrd. 

•1-B.- 

-James  Morse. 

o   

Dorman  house. 

+4- 

-Noah  Cooke. 

4.— 

Thomas  Baker. 

45.— 

-Saw  Alill. 

5.— 

Old  Cemeterv. 

46.— 

Grist  Mill. 

6.— 

School  House. 

47.— 

Nathan  Blake. 

7. — 

Blake's  TaTcni. 

4S.— 

]  amcs  W  V  m  an . 

8.— 

Dr  Adams. —  Post  Office. 

49.— 

John  Warner. 

9.— 

Lockhart  Willard. 

SC- 

Dr Charles  Blake. 

10.— 

School  House. 

SI.- 

William  Lamson, 

11.— 

Washburn  house. 

52.— 

Rev.  Aaron  Hall. 

12.— 

David  Simmons. 

53.— 

fosiah  Richardson. 

13.— 

ThomasFicld's  house  and  sho] 

54.— 

Abijah  Wilder. 

14.— 

Eli  .Metcalf. 

55. — 

Moses  Johnson's  jjot  and  pearl- 

15.— 

Thomas  Sha])ley. 

ash  works. 

IG.— 

Widow  Goodnow. 

5G.- 

Israel  Houfrliton. 

17.— 

Thomas  Wells. 

57. — 

Xeheniiah  Towns. 

IS.- 

Old  routing  Office. 

58.— 

Elias  Riigg- 

19.— 

Samuel  Dinsmoor. 

59.— 

Samuel  F.assett. 

20.— 

Abel  Blake. 

GO.- 

Asahel  Blake. 

21.— 

Alexander  Ralston. 

Gl.— 

Court  House. 

22.— 

Low  shops. 

62.— 

Meeting  House. 

23.- 

Ralston's  tavern. 

63.— 

Allen  &  Bond's  store. 

24.- 

Bemts,  watch  maker. 

G4.— 

David  Forbes 's  office. 

25.— 

Ralston's  distilierj'. 

65.— 

Blacksmith's  shop. 

26.- 

Dunbar  house. 

GG.— 

Dwelling  house  and  shop. 
Dr  M'Carty. 

27.- 

Masonic  Hall. 

07.— 

28.- 

Peter  Wilder's  house  and  shop 

6S.— 

Dr  AFCjirty's  small  house. 

29.- 

Luther  Smith's  shop. 

G9.— 

Spinney  house  and  shop. 

30.- 

Dr  Ziba  Hall. 

70.— 

Samuel  Daniels. 

31.- 

Moses  Johnson's  house. 

71.— 

Alpheus  Niras. 

32.- 

Coopers'  shops. 

72.— 

Eliphalet  Briggs. 

33.- 

Dinsmoor's    office.  —  Store. - 

73.- 

Jeremiah  Stiles. 

Printing  Office. 

74.- 

Joseph  Stiles. 

34.- 

Dr  Edwards's  tavern. 

75. — 

Grout  house. 

35.- 

Peleo-  Sprague's  house  and  office 

76.— 

jail. 

36.- 

-Danic]  Watson. 

77. — 

Abel  Wilder. 

37.- 

-W'atson's  shop. 

78.- 

School  House. 

38.- 

-Johnson's  store. 

79.— 

Nathaniel  Briggs. 

39.- 

-Joseph  Dorr's  store. 

SO.— 

Horse  sheds. 

40.- 

-Lamson's  Tannerj'. 
-Dwelling  house  in  rear  of  John 

81.— 

Cemeterj'. 

41.- 

- 

82.- 

Warner's  Fulling  Mill.'' 

son's  store. 
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For  liu  thcr  cx])lanati()n  :  Alien  &  Boiul  (Amasa  Allen, 
iVoni  11r-  linii  of  Allen  Dorr,  and  John  G.  Bond)  had 
opciifd  the  first  store  on  the  east  side  of  the  Stjuare. 
David  l'\)rl)es  hnd  a  law  ofTice  next  door  north,  and  north 
of  him,  where  city  hall  now  stands,  was  a  blacksmith's 
shop,  owned  hy  Iosej)h  Dorr  and  carried  on  b3'  Towns  & 
\Vri,y;ht,  who  ni.'idc  axes  and  other  tools  for  the  merchants 
to  sell. 

Dr.  Thomas  Rdwards  kept  the  former  Chandler  House, 
where  the  Cheshire  House  now  stands.  It  was  at  his 
tavern,  in  April,  17'.)9,  that  the  first  veterinarian  of  which 
we  have  any  record,  one  Cyrus  Palmer,  a  black  man, 
advertised  that  he  would  attend  sick  and  disal)led  horses 
for  a  few  weeks.  South  Of  that  were  the  Sentinel  office,  law 
offices,  stores  and  shops.  Dr.  Ziba  Hall,  who  had  kept 
tavern  in  1779,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  had 
removed  to  Lebanon  in  1780,  and  had  been  succeeded  in 
the  tavern  b\-  Aaron  and  Luther  Eames,  apparently'  had 
returned  and  was  a^ain  keeping  the  tavern  at  this  time. 
Then  came  Federal  Row,  where  Luther  Smith  made  clocks 
and  Peter  Wilder  made  rakes,  stwthe-snaths,  chairs  and 
wheels.  Smith  .afterwards  built  the  main,  or  north,  part 
of  the  present  Eagle  Hotel,  where  his  shop  stood.  Man}'- 
of  the  tall,  old  fashioned  clocks  still  in  use  —  some  of  them 
kept  as  heirlooms  —  were  made  by  Luther  Smith.  The 
old  two-story  wooden  Masonic  Hall,  with  Major  Wm. 
Todd's  store  on  the  ground  floor,  stood  next  south  of 
where  the  "Adams  Kingsbury"  brick  house  now  stands. 
Tiiomas  Wells  was  keeping  tavern  in  the  old  Dullard  Coffee 
House  (Dunbar  house)  and  Alexander  Ralston  had  a  dis- 
tillery down  the  Packersfield  road.  Below,  Thomas  Fields 
had  a  blacksmith's  shop,  and  the  "  Washburne  House" 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  old  fort. 

Down  to  tliis  time,  the  lower  part  of  Main  street  had 
been  the  "court  end"  of  the  town.  Dr.  Daniel  Adams  had 
built  the  house  now  324  Main  street,  had  been  ajjpointed 
postmaster  in  1799,  and  kept  the  office  there.  Thomas 
Baker,  Esq.,  was  living  in  the  house  that  he  had  built  — 
still  standing  — on  the  sand  knoll  on  the  "Boston  Road;" 
Judge  Newcomb  had  built  and  was  living  in  a  fine  colonial 
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house  on  the  site  of  the  first  meetinghouse;  and  William 
Ward  Blake  had  married  Rosana,  daughter  of  Col.  Isaac 
Wyman,  and  kept  the  old  Wyman  tavern. 

Capt.  Abel  Blake  was  living  on  the  Blake  homestead, 
where  the  first  Nathan  began  and  where  he  was  captured 
by  the  Indians.  Samuel  Dinsnioor  had  not  ^-et  taken  up  his 
residence  on  the  place  south  of  the  Blakcs,  as  the  map  repre- 
sents. That  was  owned  at  that  time  b_v  Major  William 
Todd.    (Samuel  Dinsnioor,  Jr.,  bought  that  place  in  1849.) 

The  saddler's  shop  of  the  Willards,  Josiah,  senior  and 
junior,  was  in  Federal  Row,  also  called  the  Hajanarket  — 
a  stirring  part  of  the  town  for  business.  Joseph  Dorr  had 
succeeded  Allen  &  Dorr,  on  the  corner  of  Pleasant  street, 
and  Major  Josiah  Richardson  still  kept  his  famous  inn 
where  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  now  stands,  his  barns  and 
outbuildings  extending  north  and  west,  and  his  large 
garden  on  the  east  coming  out  to  the  site  of  the  present 
postofiice  building. 

On  the  same  street  was  the  residence  and  bakery  of 
John  Draper,  whose  wife  was  one  of  the  heroines  of  the 
siege  of  Boston,  succeeding  Ichabod  Fisher  in  the  little  old 
yellow  house  already-  mentioned.  In  the  parsonage,  nearl_Y 
opposite,  the  "Social  Library"  was  kept  —  almost  exactly 
on  the  site  of  the  present  public  library  —  and  Rev.  Aaron 
Hall  was  its  librarian.  It  held  its  annual  meetings  in  the 
courthouse,  and  was  incorporated  in  1801,  with  all  the 
leading  men  in  town  as  members.  Noah  Cooke,  Escp,  was 
clerk  of  the  corporation. 

At  the  water  privilege  on  the  river  there  was  a  saw- 
mill, and  also  a  gristmill  with  two  runs  of  stones,  one  for 
wheat,  with  bolters  for  making  flour.  They  had  been 
owned  and  run  b_v  Nathan  and  Abel  Blake,  but  were  sold, 
in  1799,  to  Luther  Smith,  the  clock  maker.  Dea.  Abijah 
Wilder,  the  cabinet  maker,  lived  on  the  old  Walpole  road, 
and  was  at  this  time  making  "screw  cheese  presses."  He 
was  something  of  an  inventor,  and  had  recenth'  obtained 
a  patent  for  bending  sleigh  runners  b\'  steaming  the  wood, 
considered  a  wonderful  invention  at  that  time.  Capt. 
Alpheus  Nims  owned  the  mills  on  Beaver  brook  and  lived 
on  what  had  been  his  father's  farm,  on  Prison  street,  since 
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known  as  tlie  P^igc  farm.  Tlie  old  house,  built  by  David 
Xims,  stood  until  a  few  years  ago,  where  Charles  Wright, 
2d,  now  lives.  It  was  removed  to  Page  street  —  now  No. 
39  —  the  large  old  ehiinncy  in  tlie  middle  giving  ])lace  to 
smaller  ones.  Dr.  Maccart\-,  on  Prison  street,  kept  an 
apothecary's  shop,  and  was  the  first  in  town  to  advertise 
and  sell  patent  medicines. 

One  of  the  finest  residences  in  town  stood  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  common,  where  Clarke's  block  now 
stands  —  a  t\vo-stor3-  house,  facing  south,  with  a  flower 
and  vegctal)le  garden  in  front.  It  was  owned  at  that  time 
bv  Major  Josiah  Richardson,  and  occupied  by  Abel  Wilder. 
Wilder  afterwards  owned  it  and  sold  to  Albe  Cad^',  in 
180S.  After  that,  it  was  known  as  the  Cady  house  and 
stood  until  ISSO,  when  it  was  burned  witli  other  build- 
ings on  that  corner. 

The  two  stores  at  old  West  Keene  were  doing  a  thriv- 
ing business,  and  David  Kingsbury  had  drugs  and  medi- 
cines in  a  ])art  of  the  one  kept  b\'  Abijah  Foster.  Jesse 
Clark  was  still  kee|)!ng  his  tavern  and  running  his  saw 
and  gri.st  mills,  and  advertising  all  kinds  of  grain  for  sale. 
Eh-enezer  Robbins  had  a  sawmill  on  Wliite  brook  —  suc- 
ceeding Adin  Holbrook  —  on  the  road  that  ran  (and  still 
runs)  south  from  beyond  that  west  village  to  and.  over 
West  mountain.  The  fjower  was  an  undershot  wheel, 
propelled  simply  bv  the  force  of  the  current,  with  consid- 
erable fall.  For  nearly  fort3'  years,  Amos  Partridge,  and 
his  successor,  Lieut.  Reuben  Partridge,  had  had  a  sawmill 
on  the  old  Surr_v  road,  on  the  stream  from  Goose  pond; 
and  Elisha  Briggs  was  making  cider  mills  and  other  ma- 
chinery at  his  mills  on  the  North  branch,  since  knoAvn  as 
the  "  peg  factory." 

The  clothier's  mills  at  West  Swanzey  still  did  a  large 
part  of  the  clothier  business  for  Keene;  but  Silas  Dickinson 
had  followed  the  Balches  in  the  fulling  mills  near  the  West- 
moreland road,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William. 

Mechanics  of  all  kinds  had  shops  in  the  village  and  at 
West  Keene,  and  their  business  was  brisk,  for  manufactur- 
ing by  machiner}-  had  scarcely  vet  begun,  and  all  tools  and 
implements  had  to  be  made  b_v  hand. 
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In  addition  to  the  licensed  taverns  already  mentioned, 
Lieut.  Stephen  Chase  was  keeping  one  on  the  Surry  road, 
where  his  descendants  still  live ;  Major  Joseph  WiUson  had 
one  west  of  the  bridge,  at  South  Keene ;  Jehosaphat  Grout 
kept  one  on  Prison  street;  Abijah  Foster  and  Joseph  Brown 
held  licenses  as  taverncrs  at  West  Keene,  with  Ro_val 
Blake  and  Timothy  Colony  near  them;  Major  Josiah  Wil- 
lard  and  Lieut.  Benjamin  Hall  did  the  same  here  in  the 
village;  and  there  were  others  in  town.  Nearlv  ever}- mer- 
chant and  trader,  and  several  others,  were  licensed  retail- 
ers of  intoxicating  drinks;  and  it  was  still  the  custom  to 
allow  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  to  run  at  large  in  the 
streets,  and  the  public  pound  and  the  yokes  of  the  hog- 
reeves  were  in  frequent  requisition. 

Jotham  Johnson,  the  mail  carrier,  had  put  a  four-horse 
stage  on  the  route  from  Boston  to  Keene  for  one  siimmer, 
but  the  roads  were  bad,  it  failed  to  pay  expenses,  and  he 
took  it  off. 

The  amount  of  taxes  raised  by  the  town  was : 

School-house  tax  $1,290  94. 

All  others   1,664  73 

Total  $2,961  67 

The  ten  highest  taxpaj-ers,- in  their  order,  were  Moses 
Johnson,  Daniel  Newcomb,  Thomas  Baker,  James  Wright, 
Ephraira  Wright,  Abel  Blake,  Joseph  Dorr.  Thomas 
Edwards,  Noah  Cooke  and  Samuel  Heaton. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


PlOXlilik  LIFE. 
I73G— ISIG. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  country  were  a 
hartlv,  vigorous  race,  inured  to  hardship  and  accustomed 
to  danp;er,  generally  the  young,  energetic  and  enterprising 
meailjers  of  the  older  communities.  "God  sifted  a  whole 
nation  that  he  might  send  choice  grain "  into  these  wil- 
dernesses. 

I'iety.  integrit}'  and  respect  for  law  and  the  authority 
of  church  and  state  were  striking  features  of  the  early 
New  England  character.  Those  pioneers  had  small  store 
of  "book  learning,"  for  that  was  scarceh'  to  be  had,  but 
thay  were  liberalh-  educated  in  the  arts  and  methods  of 
pioneer  life.  The  hard  life  which  they  were  compelled  to 
lead  quickened  every  fibre,  and  made  them  sharp  in  intel- 
lect and  feature. 

They  were  attracted  to  the  settlement  of  these  town- 
ships by  the  fertility  of  the  soil  —  made  evident  b\'  its  fine 
growth  of  tira])er  —  the  low  price  of  the  lands,  each  origi- 
nal proprietor  getting  a  fraction  over  400  acres  for  about 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  the  ultimate  life  of  comfort  and 
comparative  weedth  in  prospect  for  those  who  owned  and 
cultivated  those  lands.  There  was  also  an  element  of  free- 
dom from  the  restraints  of  society  which  is  alwaj'S  fasci- 
nating to  a  large  class  of  men  —  and  even  to  some  w'omen 
—  and  an  attractiveness  in  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the 
landscape.  The  life  which  they  must  lead  here  was  but  a 
repetition  of  that  which  thev  had  learned  from  their  ances- 
tors of  the  settlements  nearer  the  coast,  who  had  fought 
and  driven  back  the  Indians,  cleared  the  land  of  its  heavy 
growth  of  timber  and  brought  it  to  a  state  of  remunera- 
tive cultivation.  They  were  in  perfect  training  for  the 
work,  like  the  athlete  for  the  race. 

Their  first  efforts  were  directed  to  clearing  away  the 
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timber  and  putting  in  crops  of  rye  and  corn.  For  this 
purpose,  they  would  advance  into  the  forest,  singly  or  in 
pairs  if  they  were  to  be  isolated,  or  in  small  parties  if  they 
were  to  be  neighbors,  on  foot,  blazing  the  trees  to  mark 
the  route,  each  candying  his  axe,  gun,  knife,  tinder  box, 
camp  kettle,  bucket  or  wooden  liottle,  jirovisions  and  other 
necessaries  of  life  in  the  wilderness,  among  which  were  a 
present  supply  of  rum  and  tobacco.  For  plate,  bowl  and 
platter,  the  pioneer  would  siilit  small  logs  and  hollow  out 
the  parts;  and  from  a  small  slab  he  would  soon  carve  out 
a  shapeh*  spoon. ^  This  beginning  was  usually  made  in  the 
spring,  at  the  time  when,  by  felling  a  hemlock  or  two 
enough  bark  could  be  quickly  peeled  for  an  excellent  shelter 
when  placed  on  poles  upheld  by  crotched  stakes.  As  soon  as 
the  foliage  was  out  in  full,  he  would  cut  down  the  trees 
on  his  first  clearing,  around  the  spot  selected  for  his  log- 
cabin.  In  a  few  weeks  the  leaves  and  twigs  would  be  dry 
and  he  would  set  his  "chopping"  on  fire.  Millions  of  feet 
of  the  finest  pine  and  other  timber  were  destroyed  in  this 
way  each  j'ear,  to  clear  the  land.  Before  setting  the  fire 
the  careful  woodsman  would  dig  a  shallow  trench  around 
his  chopping,  by  removing  the  brush  and  leaves,  to  pre- 
vent his  fire  from  overrunning  the  surrounding  forest. 

A  "good  burn"  would  clear  the  land  of  brush  and 
everj'thing  except  the  bodies  of  the  trees.  These  the  young 
farmer  would  cut  into  logs  small  enough  to  handle,  and 
roll  them  into  piles  to  burn,  saving  enough  to  build  a  fence 
around  his  piece.  For  this  heav}-  work,  and  for  building 
his  cabin,  he  would  "change  works"  with  his  neighbor. 
Sometimes  neighbors  joined  in  "bees"  to  clear  the  land 
after  the  burning,  and  from  the  practice  of  shrewdly  plan- 
ning the  piles  for  hastening  the  work,  came  the  satirical 
political  term  "log-rolling."  Yet  in  man}-  cases  the  pioneer 
had  no  neighbor  within  many  miles,  and  had  to  do  all  the 
work  himself.  In  later  years,  when  he  had  oxen,  the  logs 
would  be  hauled  together  and  piled  for  burning.  If  the 
land  was  rough  and  intended  for  pasture,  the  logs  were 
left  on  the  ground,  and  the  r\'e  and  grass  seed  were  sown 

iSpoonwood  pond  in  Packtr,<ficld  (Xelson)  wa.'^  thus  named  from  the  laurel, 
called  spoonvrood.  wbich  g^re'.v  on  its  .-ihorcs  and  from  which  the  Indians  and 
early  setUers  made  spoons. 
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auioii;^  tlicm.  ( )xc-n  were  usciJ  almost  wIhjIIv  tor  liaulin^ 
an*]  foi'  work  on  t  lu- farm,  and  liorscs  wrrc  kcj)!  for  riding 
onlv.  ririniriiii^  his  secul  rye  from  the-  nearest  suj)])lv  —  fre- 
(luentfv  on  liis  finck,  sometimes  on  c-t  liorse  Ijarrow  —  he 
wonKl  sow  it  "  l)roadcast "  and  seratch  it  in  witli  a  small 
two-i>rr)n,tr<.'d  "  scratclier."  This  i)re])aratory  work  for  liis 
new  home  would  occupy  the  younj^  adventurer  till  Kate  in 
tlie  autumn,  when  he  would  return  to  liis  former  home  f(;r 
the  winter.  Sometimes  _vonnir  wives  accompanied  their 
husbands  in  the  first  instance,  and  lived  in  the  jirimitive 
manner  al;ove  outlined.  In  that  crise  a  more  elaborate  out- 
fit was  carried  and  the  log  cabin  was  built  at  once. 

Corn  wotild  be  |)lanted  in  the  following:  spring  hy 
opening  the  soil  with  the  hoe  and  ])utting  in  the  seed 
wherever  there  was  room  for  a  "  hill  of  corn  to  grow 
between  the  stuni])s,  rocks,  and  such  logs  as  might  be  left 
on  the  ground.  This  method  was  called  the  "Indian 
plant."  F'um|)kins,  ])ecis,  beans  and  other  vines  and  vege- 
tal)!es  could  also  be  planted.  It  would  be  several  3'cars 
before  ])loughs  could  l>e  used  among  the  stumps  and  roots. 

Then  the  logcaliin  would  ]>e  liuilt,  of  straight,  smooth 
logs,  matched  and  locked  together  at  the  corners  to  Ijring 
them  in  close  contact  and  make  im]5ervious  walls.  Un- 
avoidal.)le  cracks  were  filled  with  sticks  and  plastered  with 
mud  or  clay  mortar.  When  time  and  the  expense  could 
bo  alTonled  the  logs  were  liewn,  otherwise  they  were  left 
round.  One  opening  was  left  for  a  door  and  one  for  a 
window,  the  latter  to  be  closed  with  a  shutter  without 
hinges,  made  of  slabs  split  from  logs.  The  door,  made  in 
the  same  wa\-,  would  be  hung  on  wooden  hinges.  The 
roof  was  of  poles  covered  with  bark,  or  thatched  with  rye 
straw.  The  earth  formed  the  floor,  and  was  soon  trodden 
hard  and  smooth  by  use.  Sometimes  a  puncheon  floor 
was  laid,  l)ut  that  was  a  luxury.  In  many  cases  there 
was  but  one  room,  sometimes  two,  the  j)artition  being 
made  of  logs  like  the  walls.  The  first  chinmey  was  usually 
of  stones  at  the  bottom,  topped  out  with  short  logs  and 
sticks  built  like  the  cabin  WcUls,  and  plastered  with  clay 
mortar.  Sometimes  there  was  simply  a  hole  in  the  roof, 
vvith  the  fire  on  the  ground  in  the  middle  of  the  cabin; 
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and  sometimes  tlie  fire  was  outside,  in  front  of  the  cabin 
door.  Over  the  fire  a  "  h,ig-|K>le "  of  green  wood  was 
placed,  supported  at  the  ends  b_v  crotched  stakes,  or  in 
the  jams  of  the  chimney,  witii  wooden  hooks  for  suspending 
pots  and  kettles.  Poles  were  laid  across  overhead  in  the 
cabin,  on  which  articles  could  be  stored ;  and  sometimes 
puncheons  were  laid  for  a  more  pernument  upper  floor  and 
the  loft  was  made  a  slee].)ing  apartment  for  the  children, 
the  hired  man,  and  even  for  guests,  to  be  reached  b}-  a 
ladder.  For  a  cellar,  an  excavation  was  made  outside  the 
cabin  and  covered  with  logs  and  earth. 

In  two  or  three  ^-cars,  our  farmer  would  have  some 
grass  on  his  place,  and  there  was  always  good  browsing 
and  some  native  grass  in  the  lowlands,  and  he  could  keep 
a  cow ;  and  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  would  have 
.young  cattle,  a  pair  of  young  oxen,  and  <a  few  sheep. 
Hogs  and  poultry  he  could  have  from  the  first,  but  the 
horse  was  a  luxur}'  and  usually  came  later.  Seeds  would 
be  brought  at  the  first,  and  one  of  liis  first  acts  would  be 
to  plant  a  nurser)'  of  fruit  trees;  and  a  few  years  would 
bring  him  an  abundance  of  a|)ples,  peaches  and  plums; 
and  the  women  never  forgot  to  bring  a  few  seeds  of  their 
favorite  flowers,  and  bulbs  and  roots  for  the  garden. 
Evcrj'  mother  knew  the  medicinal  cpialities  of  man}-  herl)s 
and  plants  and  other  pln'sician  was  rarely  em{)lo\^ed  in 
the^famih',  or  could  ]>e  obtained. 

.411  the  first  3'ears  of  the  pioneer's  life  were  devoted  to 
clearing  his  land  in  the  way  described,  piece  b}'  piece,  and 
raising  crops  of  corn,  r_ve,  vegetables,  and  sometimes  wheat 
and  other  cereals.  The  virgin  soil  was  rich  —  ini]>roved  by 
the  ashes  of  the  burnt  trees  — and  the  yield  was  abundant 
and  farming  was  remunerative.  True,  much  of  the  soil 
was  consumed  by  those  furious  fires  and  was  left  so  thin 
that  3-cars  of  cropping  nearly  exhausted  it.  So  hardy  and 
powerful  were  those  men,  and  so  skilled  in  the  use  of  the 
axe,  that  many  a  one  felled  his  acre  of  heavy  tindjer  in  a 
day,  and  some  of  them  would  drink  a  quart  of  rum  and 
chew  a  "hand"  of  tobacco  apiece  while  doing  it.  The 
writer  remembers  men  who  were  known  to  have  accom- 
plished those  feats,  and  has  heard  it  from  the  neighbors  of 
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others  who  Imd  done  the  same.  He  also  distinctly  rcmem- 
l>ers  one  woman  of  tliat  class  of  ]X'ople,  a  farmer's  wife, 
and  the  mother  of  a  good  deacon  of  one  of  the  chtirches 
here  at  the  jirescnt  tinie^  (1900),  who  has  been  known  to 
pick  n])  a  l)arre]  of  cider  and  throw  it  into  a  cart.  And 
her  son  relates  the  fact  that  when  water  was  scarce  and 
was  hauled  to  the  house  in  barrels,  she  would  lift  a  full 
barrel,  poise  it  on  the  edge  of  a  large  tul)  iind  empt3'  it 
from  tlie  bung-hole. 

The  ])rincipal  growth  of  the  forest  was  oak,  maple, 
beech,  birch,  white  .and  l^lack  ash,  and  elm  aV)Out  the  low 
grounds,  with  hemlock  and  spruce  on  tlic  higher  altitudes; 
while  the  plains  and  some  of  the  lower  elevations  were 
covered  with  lofty  wdiitc  and  yellow  ])ines,  perfecth' 
straight  and  frequently  reaching  the  height  of  eighty  to 
100  feet  without  a  branch,  making  some  of  the  finest 
lumber  in  the  world.  Boards  may  still  be  seen  in  the 
finish  of  some  of  tlie  old  houses  that  arc  three  to  four  feet 
wide  and  ])crfectly  clear.  Those  trees  were  so  vahialjle 
that  in  every  grant  of  a  township  in  New  Hampshire  the}' 
were  reserved  for  masts  "for  the  use  of  His  Majesty's 
Royal  Navy." 

The  "sweetening"  of  the  pioneers  was  jnade  from  the 
sap  of  the  sugar  maple,  caught  in  troughs  made  from  small 
logs  split  in  halves  and  hollowed  out.  Such  troughs  -were 
stiil  used  for  that  purpose  within  the  memory  of  people 
now  living. 

The  principal  animals  of  these  forests  were  the  black 
bear,  wolf,  fox,  wild  cat,  catamount,  moose,  deer,  raccoon 
and  the  smaller  ones  still  found  here.  The  otter  lived  in 
the  ponds,  so  numerous  in  these  eastern  states,  and  vestiges 
oi  the  work  of  the  beaver  may  still  be  seen  where  he  built 
his  wonderful  dam,  formed  his  artificial  pond,  and  con- 
structed his  ingenious  hoiise. 

Iti  1801,  "A  Mr.  John  Butler,  while  digging  a  cellar, 
on  the  first  day  of  April,  in  Washington  street,  found, 
under  a  stump,  fifty  snakes  of  various  kinds  —  house  adders, 
striped,  green,  and  white  bellied  snakes.    They  measured 

l  r.cavitt   J>hilips,  of  that  part  of  Ntlson  which  is  now  Roxbury.  Her 

niisidc-;;  Liaiiie  w.-ss  Mary  liiiuls,  uit'cc  of  Capt.  Jacob  Hinds  of  Cliesttrficld,  one 
<>!  Col.  Keed's  cajitains  in  the  Revolntioiiary  war.    (Dcci.  Harrey  Philips.) 
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from  one  foot  to  three  feet  in  length.  All  were  torpid  but 
the  house  adders."  A  nest  of  "upwards  of  three  htindred" 
was  found  at  another  time.    (Annals,  pages  90  and  91.) 

The  flesh  of  the  moose  was  considered  equal  to  beef, 
and  deer  furnished  venison  for  those  who  were  skilful 
enough  to  shoot  tbem.  Wild  turkeys  were  sometimes  shot, 
but  they  were  not  here  in  large  numbers;  and  wild  geese 
simply  made  some  of  our  larger  ponds,  as  they  do  at  the 
present  time,  occasional  resting  places  on  their  long  jour- 
neys north  and  south.  At  harvest  time  wild  pigeons  came 
in  immense  numbers  to  feed  upon  the  grain.  Sometimes 
their  flocks  were  so  birge  that  they  obscured  the  sun  like 
a  cloud,  and  they  had  special  roosting  groves  where  mil- 
lions of  them  would  gather  for  the  night.  Their  speed  on 
the  wing  was  120  miles  an  hour.  They  were  taken  in 
large  numbers  in  nets,  and  were  delicious  food.  They  have 
almost  wholly  disappeared,  and  naturalists  tell  us  that 
they  have  migrated  to  Chili  and  Peru,  South  America. 
Song  birds  were  plentiful,  and  morning  and  evening,  in 
bright  weather,  the  air  was  filled  with  their  music. 

Bears  and  wolves  were  a  terror  and  scourge,  and 
bounties  w^ere  paid  1)3^  the  state  for  their  destruction. 
Bears  sometimes  paid  the  penalts"  of  their  temerity  in 
devouring  pigs,  and  corn  in  the  field,  i)y  furnishing  the 
pioneer's  table  with  their  flesh,  but  it  was  not  considered 
a  delicacy-. 

"About  this  time  [1777]  a  furious  fight  between  a  man 
and  a  bear  took  place  in  the  North  part  of  the  town,  of 
which  the  following  account  has  been  furnished  by  his  son. 
Mr.  Eleazer  Wilcox,  of  Gilsmn,  going  into  his  pasture,  and 
having  with  him  his  gun,  loaded  with  a  small  charge  of 
powder,  saw^  a  very  large  l>ear,  six  or  eight  rods  from  him. 
Taking  a  bullet  from  his  pocket,  he  dropped  it  into  his  gun, 
fired,  and  hit  her  in  the  head.  She  fell,  but  before  Wilcox 
could  get  to  her,  sprang  uji  and  ran  oif.  He  then  went  to 
Mr.  Joshua  Osgood's,  who  w-as  an  exi)erienced  hunter  and 
had  a  large  dog,  and  the\'  together  followed  the  track  of 
the  bear,  which  w\as  marked  by  her  blood.  Having  fol- 
lowed it  about  three  miles,  supposing  they  were  near  her, 
they  separated  that  they  might  have  more  chance  of 
obtaining  a  shot  at  her.  On  a  sudden,  Wilcox  saw  the 
bear  advancing,  in  a  furious  rage,  towards  him.  His  gun 
missed  fire;  the  bear,  coming  near  him,  knocked  it  from 
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liis  hnnd  with  licr  paw,  and  tlicn,  t)y  a  blow  on  the  head, 
knockffi  hitn  down.  He  rose  on  his  knees,  when  the  l)ear, 
putting  her  paws  on  liis  shoulders,  endeavored  to  throw 
iiini  on  the  groimd ;  Imt  he,  l>eing  a  ver}-  athletic  man, 
maintained  his  jjosition  with  desperate  effort.  During  the 
struggle,  the  dog  aided  him  and  perhaps  saved  his  life  by 
frecpicnt  and  furious  attacks.  Osgood  soon  came  up;  for 
some  time,  the  combatants  being  closely  grap])led  and  their 
positions  often  changing,  he  hesitated  to  fire,  fearing  to  kill 
his  neighbor;  but  perceiving  the  case  desperate,  he  Jit 
length  fired,  and  fortunately  shot  the  bear  in  the  side, 
without  hitting  Wilcox.  She  ran  off,  and  the  next  day  was 
found  dead,  East  of  the  Branch.  Mr.  Wilcox,  having  re- 
ceived many  wounds,  and  strained  his  back  severely  in  the 
struggle,  was  carried  home  on  a  litter;  and,  though  he 
lived  man}'  years,  never  t:ntirel_v  recovered." 

(Annals,  page  49.) 

In  1811,  the  inhabitants  of  Keene,  Gilsuni  and  Sullivan 
joined  in  a  large  and  well  organized  bear  hunt,  to  rid  them- 
selves of  the  pests. 

Wolves  made  the  night  hideous  with  their  howling  — 
two  or  three  making  sounds  as  if  there  were  twent}-  —  and 
were  dangerous  w'lcn  pinched  with  himgcr,  particularly  to 
cliildrcn ;  hxxt  thcv  seldom  attacked  men.  They  were  so 
anno^'ing  in  1796  that  a  wolf  hunt  was  organized  at  Wal- 
pole  in  which  five  hundred  persons  joined.  Two  wolves 
and  a  bear  were  shot,  and  the  hunt  ended  with  a  supper 
at  the  several  taverns  in  the  vicinity. 

In  each  settlement  a  sawmill  was  one  of  the  first 
things  to  be  set  up,  to  provide  lumber  for  building  and 
finishing;  and  the  Ijlacksmith,  and  the  shoemaker  carrj'ing 
his  bench  from  house  to  house  on  his  back,  soon  followed 
the  leading  pioneers,  often  comlfining  farming  with  work 
at  their  trades.  Here  in  Upper  Ashuelot,  in  1735,  the  year 
before  the  first  permanent  settlement  was  made,  the  pro- 
prietors voted  100  acres  of  "middling  good  land  and 
tw'enty-five  pounds  in  monc}' "  to  any  one  who  would 
build  a  sawmill  on  Beaver  brook;  and  in  1738  "a  set  of 
blacksmith's  tools"'  was  bought  by  the  proprietors  for  the 
use  of  the  settlers.  Until  the  blacksmith  came  —  and  after- 
^vards  in  many  cases  — wooden  pins,  wnthes,  and  the  inner 
bark  of  the  elm  and  basswood  did  duty  in  the  place  of 
nails,  bolts  and  wire. 
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IMeclianics  were  very  important  memVjers  oi  a  com- 
munity, for  all  tools  and  implements  Iiad  to  he  made  by 
hand.  Scarcely  any  read_v-raade  article  could  be  bought. 
In  repairing  old  furniture,  one  often  finds  even  small  brads 
and  finishing  nails  made  by  hand  one  hundred  years  ago 
or  more. 

Coopers  were  ver}-  much  relied  n]>on  for  making  all  sorts 
of  wooden  vessels.  Thej"  were  required  by  law  to  brand 
their  casks  with  their  name  or  initials  and  were  punished 
with  fine  for  making  defective  ones.i  They  not  only  made 
casks,  tubs,  barrels,  buckets,  etc.,  but  also  the  keeler, 
piggin,  noggin  and  many  other  vessels  in  common  use. 

It  would  not  be  long  before  a  gristmill  would  be  added 
to  the  sawmill.  In  1736,  the  ^-ear  of  the  first  permanent 
settlement,  the  proprietors  of  Keene  appointed  a  commit- 
tee "to  agree  with  a  man  to  build  a  gristmill,"  and  one 
was  soon  in  operation.  But  until  the  gristmill  came  the 
settlers  had  to  go  long  distances  to  have  their  grain 
ground.  When  John  Kill)urn  and  Col.  Benj.  Bellows  first 
went  to  Walpole  they  had  to  go  to  Northampton  to  mill. 
In  1763,  Ruth  Davis  of  Rutland,  Mass.,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, married  "Breed  Batchelder-  of  Keene,  gentleman." 
Thej'  lived  near  the  east  line  of  the  town,  in  what  is  now 
Roxbury,  and  she  used  to  take  a  bag  of  grain  on  a  horse 
and  go  to  Rutland,  fifty  miles,  to  mill,  doubtless  including 
a  visit  to  her  home.^  John  Taggard,  the  pioneer  of  Stod- 
dard, settled  there  with  his  famih'  in  17GS.  Their  nearest 
neighbors  were  at  Peterboro,  Keene  and  Walpole,  He  had 
to  carry  his  grain  on  his  back  to  Peterboro,  twenty  miles, 
to  have  it  ground.  On  one  trip  he  was  delayed  hx  a  great 
snow  storm  till  his  famih'  nearh-  starved. "It  is  related 
that  Mrs.  William  Greenwood, ^  one  morning  in  winter, 
when  the  snow  was  deep,  put  on  snowshoes,  took  half  a 
bushel  of  corn  on  her  shoulder,  went  b\'  nmrked  trees  to 
Peterborough,  had  it  ground  into  meal,  and  returned  to 
Dublin  the  same  day." 

1 1.aw  of  1718. 
2Thi.-  tory  of  1776. 

sshe  Tived  till  1 S4-IJ — niiietT-fonr  years  —  antl  was  buried  in  the  small  ^'rnve- 
yard  near  Josc])h  Cfaii.se's. 

^■Gonld'K  History-  of  Stoddard, 
s  Mist<jr3-  of  Ijulijin. 
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Ill  wilit-CT  tlie  SHOWS  were  usually  dccj),  and  the  only 
means  of  travel  was  on  snowshoes,  in  the  use  of  which 
the  |)io]ieers  l)ecanie  very  skilful.  Children,  and  even  men 
and  women,  went  barefooted  the  greater  pjirt  of  the  time. 
"  Children  are  early  used  to  coarse  fare  and  hard  lodgings; 
and  to  be  witliont  slioes  in  all  seasons  of  the  ^'car  is 
scarcely  accounted  a  want."  (Belknap's  History  of  New 
Hampshire,  vol.  3,  piige  250.) 

The  supph''  of  kitchen  ntensils  was  very  small.  In 
some  eases  the  whole  family  would  eat  their  bean  porridge, 
hastv  pudding  and  otlier  food  from  a  single  dish,  often  of 
wood,  placed  on  a  rude  table,  tlie  members  taking  turns 
in  using  the  spoons,  of  which  there  were  seldom  enough  to 
go  round.  Noggins,  pewter  porringers,  and  the  shells  of 
gourds  were  used  for  drinking  cups.  At  first  the  siippl}'  of 
water  was  l)rought  from  the  spring  or  stream  near  which 
the  cabin  was  placed,  .afterwards  a  well  would  be  dug 
and  the  water  drawn  by  fastening  a  bucket  to  the  end  of 
a  long,  slender  pole  with  a  wooden  spring.  Later,  the 
"well  sweep"  would  be  erected  and  the  oaken  bucket 
attached.  As  time  ])rogressed  the  carpenter  and  the  brick- 
maker  ajjpeared  in  the  settlement,  or  bricks  would  be 
made  within  hauling  distance,  and  framed  and  finished 
houses  could  be  built,  when  desired;  but  the  log  cabins 
remained  for  iiiany  years.  Hardware  was  not  to  be  had, 
and  hinges  and  latches  were  made  of  wood.  A  heavy  latch 
was  placed  on  the  entrance  door,  to  be  raised  from  the 
outside  by  a  rawhide  string  running  through  the  door. 
To  fasten  against  intruders  the  string  was  pulled  in;  but 
this  was  seldom  done,  even  at  night,  except  in  times  of 
hostile  Indians.  "The  latch-string  out"  is  still  one  of  the 
forms  of  expressing  hospitality. 

With  the  framed  house  came  the  am])le  brick  chimney, 
with  its  huge  fireplace,  provided  with  crane  and  pot- 
hooks, its  spacious  oven  and  its  safe  and  convenient  ash- 
hole.  The  brick  oven  turned  out  its  great  loaves  of  brown 
bread  —  two-thirds  rye  and  one-third  corn  meal  —  its  "In- 
dian" puddings  with  the  same  proportions,  its  earthen 
pots  of  ]>eans  and  pork,  its  roasts  of  beef,  fowl  and  mut- 
ton, its  delicious  mince  and  pumpkin  pies  —  all  put  in  at 
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night  and  taken  out  steaming  hot  in  the  morning  ^  —  the 
materials  for  all  of  which  were  prodticed  on  the  farm,  ex- 
cept the  salt  and  spices,  and  even  some  of  the  latter,  as 
sage,  mint,  carraway,  coriander  and  sonic  others.  These 
delectable  viands  were  a  great  accession  to  the  cviisine,  and 
the  family  had  now  reached  a  stage  of  luxnrioits  Hving, 
but  the  butcher  and  the  baker  were  still  unknown.  After 
some  years  the3'  began  to  raise  wheat,  but  that  was  a 
luxury,  and  the  economical  housekeeper  would  make  the 
upper  crust  of  her  pies  of  wheat  flour  and  the  under  crust 
of  rye.  From  that  custom  came  the  term  "upper  crust" 
as  applied  to  aristocratic  society. 

The  house  was  provided  with  a  cellar,  a  comfortable 
chamber,  and  at  least  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor;  and 
a  barn  would  be  built  for  the  stock,  hay,  grain  and  fod- 
der. For  roofs,  shingles  split  from  lai-ge  pine  logs,  and 
shaved,  were  excecdingh'  durable.  The  old  meetinghouse 
built  in  17S6,  on  the  north  side  of  our  present  Central 
square,  was  covered  with  such  shingles  by  Eliphalet  Briggs, 
and  they  lasted  until  1853,  sixty-seven  years,  when  they 
were  replaced  with  the  same  material  by  his  grandson, 
William  S.  Briggs.  The  ample  kitchen  fireplace,  with  its 
glowing  logs,  was  the  only  ordinary  source  of  w^armth  for 
the  whole  house  even  in  winter.  The  sleeping  rooms  would 
be  like  the  frigid  zone,  and  the  children  in  the  chamber 
would  often  feel  the  snow  sifting  in  their  faces  during 
violent  storms,  find  their  beds  covered  with  it  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  have  to  wade  through  small  drifts  with  bare  feet 
to  get  to  the  kitchen.  And  as  the  family  gathered  around 
the  rousing  fire  their  faces  would  be  scorched  while  the^^ 
shivered  with  cold  from  the  rear. 

At  night  tapers  from  the  yellow  or  "pitch"  pine  were 
used  in  place  of  candles,  and  the  large  pine  knots  from 
trees  that  had  fallen  and  decayed,  gathered  and  stored  for 
winter  use,  were  laid  on  the  coals  and  gave  sufficient  light 
for  reading.  Candles  could  be  had  only  when  a  fat  beef 
was  killed,  which  was  not  often,  and  oil  and  lamps  had 

1  To  avoid  desecrating  the  S.ihbath  with  unnecessary  labor,  Satnrday  -was 
made  ihc  balcing  day  of  the  week.  The  foi.d  was  iirepared  on  that  day.  put 
into  the  oven  at  night,  and  came  out  hot  Sunday  mominfr.  Thus  came  about 
the  Yankee  custom  of  havinp  baked  beans  and  pork  and  brown  bread  for  Sun- 
day morning  breakftust. 
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not  coinc  into  general  use.  Candles  were  made  by  sus- 
Iieiidinq-  lialf  a  dozen  wicks  at  proper  distances  a}>art,  on 
each  of  a  nunil)er  of  slender  rods  and  dipping  them  in 
tallow,  in  cold  weather,  when  the  tallow  would  adhere  and 
qiiickly  cool.  The  rods,  suspended  between  two  poles, 
were  taken  alternately,  and  after  many  immersions  the 
"tallow  dips"  would  be  formed.  When  moulds  could  be 
had  the  tallow  was  sometimes  run  in  those.  Soap  was 
made  from  scraps  of  grease  cut  with  the  ]ye  of  hardwood 
ashes. 

Cattle  and  sheep  ran  at  large  in  the  woods,  each  owner 
having  his  mai'k  or  "brand,"  which  was  recorded  in  the 
town  books.  Hogs  alsQ  ran  at  large,  but  were  required 
to  be  3'oked  and  ringed,  and  it  was  the  dut3'-  of  hogreeves, 
ap])ointed  l)y  the  tow^ns,  to  enforce  the  law,  and  if  neces- 
sary, themselves  to  put  on  the  3'okes  and  rings.  Cattle, 
hogs  or  sheep  found  in  fields  might  be  put  in  the  pound 
provided  b}'  the  town  and  the  owner  notified  and  required 
to  pay  the  cost.  Each  farmer  kept  at  least  a  few  sheep 
and  raised  his  own  wool  for  faraih'  use.  The  sheep  were 
sheared  at  the  proper  season  and  the  wool  stored  in  the 
chamber.  When  the  women  were  ready  for  the  work  the 
wool  was  "sorted"  —  the  fine  from  the  coarse — scoured, 
carded  by  hand  into  rolls  a  foot  and  a  half  to  two  feet 
long  and  half  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter, i  and  spun  into 
yarn.  Wool  was  spun  on  a  large  wheel,  turned  by  hand, 
the  spinner  walking  back  and  forth  to  draw  and  renew 
her  thread.  The  speed  of  the  twist  was  produced  and 
regulated  by  a  band  from  the  rim  of  the  large  wheel,  turn- 
ing a  small  one  in  the  "wheel  head,"  which  carried  the 
spindle.  Azel  Wilder  in  his  time  made  all  the  wheel-heads 
for  this  part  of  the  coimtry  and  shipped  many  to  distant 
parts.  For  evening  w^ork,  the  large  pine-knot  already  men- 
tioned was  laid  on  the  fire  and  the  wheel  so  placed  that 
as  the  spinner  drew  her  thread  from  the  spindle  it  came 
directly  between  her  eyes  and  the  flame  of  the  burning 

^  Toward?  tbe  close  i>f  the  1 5^th  ccnttiry  machine  cards  were  invented  —  wire 
teeth  set  iri  Jeatber,  as  in  the  hand  cards,  and  fastened  on  c^-Uiiders  which  were 
p^'opelled  by  winter  ])ov.-er  —  an(i  people  sent  their  wool  to  be  carded.  Previous 
to  that  hand  canjs  had  been  nsed  from  time  iinnieniorial.  In  177.S  the  leg-isla- 
tiire  offered  ;i  lioniuy  of  two  hundred  pounds  for  2,000  wool  cards  to  be  made 
within  the  state. 


Azti.  \Vii.I)i:k. 
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knot,  \Yhich  gave  her  an  excellent  light. ^  The  yarn  was 
knitted  into  stockings,  mittens  and  other  articles,  and 
woven  into  cloth  for  the  clothing  and  bedclothing  of  the 
faiuih'.  Cattle's  hair  from  the  tanneries  was  sometimes 
spun  and  woven  into  bed  coverings. 

Some  of  the  woolen  yan.\  was  d^ed,  and  the  indigo 
blue  d\-e-pot  stood  in  the  chimney  corner,  alwavs  ready 
for  use,  potent  with  its  A'ile  odors  wlienever  it  was  stirred. 
Other  d\'es  were  used  also,  as  the  bark  of  the  butternut 
tree,  the  sumac,  the  golden-rod,  and  other  plants,  gathered 
from  the  fields.  Indigo  d3"e  mixed  with  the  flowers  of 
goldcn-rod  and  alum  made  green.  Sassafras  w-as  used  for 
yellow  and  orange.  Pokeberry,  boiled  with  ahmi,  made 
crimson.    Sorrel  with  logwood  and  cojiperas  made  black. 

Flax  was  raised  for  the  familv  linen.  When  matured  it 
was  pulled  up  by  the  i"oots  and  laid  on  the  ground  in 
gavels  to  "rot"  —  so  that  the  woody  part  of  the  stock 
would  separate  from  the  fibre  —  then  bound  in  bundles,  and 
stored  in  the  barn.  The  winter's  work  of  the  farmer  was 
to  break  his  flax  with  a  "brake,"  "sw-ingle"  it  on  a 
"swnngling  board  "  with  a  "  swingling  knife  "—a  two  edged, 
wooden  sword  — "  hetchel  "  it  (hatchel  or  heckle)  ready  for 
spinning;  and  to  thresh  his  grain  with  a  "flail."  Swing- 
ling the  flax  must  be  done  on  a  clear,  sunny  day. 

The  linen  was  spun  on  a  "foot-wheel,"  the  long,  silken, 
combed  fibres  of  the  flax  wound  on  a  distaff,  and  carefulh- 
fed  through  a  socket  to  the  spindle,  which  was  turned  bj- 
bands,  the  power  furnished  b\'  the  foot,  the  spinner  sitting. 
The  Scotch  Irish  who  settled  Londonderry  introduced  their 
method  of  making  linen  and  gave  an  impulse  to  that 
indnstr\'  in  New  England.  From  the  spindle  the  \'arn  was 
reeled  off  into  knots  and  skeins.  The  reel  was  made  to 
take  on  seventy-two  inches  in  length  at  each  revolution, 
and  forty  such  threads  made  a  knot;  and  seven  knots  of 
woolen  yarn,  or  fourteen  of  linen,  made  a  skein.  The 
hand-reel  for  woolen  yarn  was  called  a  "  nidd3'-noddy." 
Linen  thread  was  wound  off  on  a  clock-reel  which  counted 
and  ticked  off"  the  exact  number  of  strands  for  a  knot. 


'  Many  a  time  h,i?!  the  writer  broufji't  the  knots  frotn  the  i)asture  for  his 
sainted  mother,  and  lain  on  the  rtoor  reading  by  the  same  light  that  en.abled 
her  to  draw  her  threads  to  perfection. 
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Spinuin.i;  four  slcciiis  of  woolen  yarn  —  tlic  spiinicr  carding 
the  wool  herself — or  two  of  linen,  made  a  day's  work,  the 
pa}'  for  wliicli  in  the  early  da3'S  of  Kccnc  w.'is  four])ence 
ha'penny  (six  and  a  (juarter  cents)  and  later  sixpence.  By 
the  week,  the  pay  was  fift}'  cents.  For  common  labor, 
men  were  i)ai(l  from  one  shilling  sixpence  to  two  shillings 
a  day. 

All  farmers'  and  mechanics'  daughters  learned  to  spin 
and  weave,  and  they  usually  made  their  own  marriage 
outfit.  The  loom  was  set  up  in  the  unfinished  chamber, 
the  yarn  woven  into  cloth,  the  cloth  sent  to  the  clothier 
to  he  fulled,  dyed,  "finished"  and  pressed;  and  the  tailoress 
—  sometimes  the  tailor  —  went  from  house  to  house,  to 
make  up  the  garments  for  the  famil^^  There  were  regular 
prices  for  a  da\^'s  work  at  weaving,  varying  with  the 
v^'idth  and  kind  of  cloth  woven. 

"  Leather  breeches,"  of  deer  or  sheep  skin,  sometimes 
of  moose,  were  much  worn  hy  men  for  heav}'  work,  as 
were  leathern  aprons  of  the  same.  In  the  same  way  the 
women  used  the  strong,  coarse  cloth  made  of  the  combings 
of  flax,  called  tow.  Calico  was  be3'ond  their  means,  sell- 
ing, in  1.788,  at  sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  a  yard.  The 
Scotch  Irish  of  Londonden-y  brought  with  them  also  the 
art  of  making  "striped  frocking;  "  and  it  became  an  article 
of  universal  wear  for  farmers  and  laboring  men,  made  in 
nearly  every  family.  Straw  braiding  was  also  a  profitable 
industry  for  women. 

Farmers'  daughters  went  out  to  serve  as  "help"  to 
their  more  wealthy  neighbors,  or  in  case  of  sickness,  or 
where  there  were  no  daughters  in  the  family.  And  the 
women's  work  was  not  onh'  spinning,  weaving,  making 
butter  asid  cheese,  and  general  housework,  but  they  milked 
the  cows  —  sometimes  while  the  men  watched  with  loaded 
gun  to  protect  tlicm  from  the  lurking  savage  —  fed  the  hogs 
and  tlic  poultry,  and  gathered  the  vegetables  for  the  table ; 
and  they  were  fortunate  if  they  had  wood  prepared  for 
their  kitchen  fires.  During  the  Revolutionary  war,  the 
women  took  almost  the  whole  care  of  the  farm  and  stock, 
and  performed  the  labors  of  the  field.  The  cooking  was 
done  hy  the  open  fire,  with  the  aid  of  the  brick  oven, 
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supplemented  in  the  later  years  with  the  bake-kettle.  When 
that  was  lacking,  the  cake  was  often  baked  on  the  hot 
stones  of  the  hearth,  and  potatoes  were  roasted  in  the  hot 
ashes.  Meat  was  roasted  b}-  being  hung  before  the  fire 
and  kept  constantly  turning.  Stoves  did  not  come  into 
general  use  until  near  the  middle  of  the  19th  century. 

The  farmer  had  almost  nothing  to  buy.  Nearly  every- 
thing needed  in  the  famil_v  was  raised  on  the  farm.  Almost 
the  onh-  article  of  food  i)urehased  was  salt  fish,  brought 
from  the  seaboard.  His  crops  from  his  fresh,  unworn  soil 
were  abundant  and  the  surplus  sold  for  good  prices.  Pota- 
toes often  yielded  400  bushels  to  the  acre  —  even  as  late  as 
1S40.  After  some  ^'cars  of  industry  and  frugality  man}' 
farmers  attained  comparative  aflluence. 

During  the  later  years  of  the  IStli  and  the  earlier  ones 
of  the  19th  century,  when  snow  covered  the  ground  in 
winter  all  the  roads  to  Boston  would  be  lively  with  the 
teams  of  the  farmers,  carrying  their  produce  to  market. 
Some  would  go  with  a  pair,  some  with  a  single  horse,  and 
some  with  oxen,  loaded  with  pork,  butter,  cheese,  poultry 
and  other  produce.  Tiie  larger  crops  of  rye,  corn,  oats 
and  barley  and  wool  were  usually  disjiosed  of  at  home, 
and  cattle  and  sheep  were  driven  to  market.  Each  farmer 
would  carry  his  own  ])ro vender  and  a  large  box  of  luncheon 
from  home;  and  the  tavern-keepers  recognized  the  custom 
and  provided  such  other  entertainment  as  was  needed. 
The  return  freight  would  be  salt,  molasses,  a  few  gallons 
of  the  indispensable  rum,  a  little  salt  fish,  a  little  tobacco, 
a  few  spices,  a  little  tea,  and  a  few  A-ards  of  dress  goods 
and  ribbons  for  the  wife  and  daughters ;  and  the  arrival 
home  of  the  thrifty  farmer  brouglit  joj-  to  the  whole  house- 
hold. 

Many  of  those  primitive  homes,  though  bare  of  orna- 
ment and  meagre  in  outfit,  were  lovelv  and  picturesque. 
As  cold  weather  came  on  the  roaring  fire  of  the  huge  logs 
on  the  hearth  shed  a  glow  of  light  and  heat  through  the 
ample  kitchen.  That  fire  vv-as  never  allowed  to  go  out.  A 
log  or  large  brand  was  buried  in  the  embei-s  each  night, 
for  a  bed  of  coals  the  next  morning.  If  by  any  chance  the 
fire  was  lost,  coals  had  to  be  brought  from  the  neighbors, 
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|)crli;i]is  over  long  distances,  f>r  rekindled  witli  tlie  tinder- 
box —  hnl  tli.'iL  was  lunv  getting  out  of  date,  and  was 
seldom  in  condition  Un  use.  I'ire  was  sometimes  kindled 
by  llasliing  jiowder  in  a  flint-lock  gun.  Hunters  often 
started  fires  in  that  way. 

The  kitchen  was  also  the  sleei)ing  apartment  of  the 
fanner  and  his  wife,  the  l)ed  standing  in  one  corner,  with 
the  wheel,  or  sometimes,  in  cold  weather,  the  loom,i  in 
the  opposite  corner.  At  the  fireside  stood  the  old  "settle," 
and  in  an  aperture  in  the  chimney  left  for  the  jmrpose,  or 
on  a  convenient  shelf,  were  the  pipes  and  tobacco,  and  the 
farmer  and  his  wife  would  sit  down  at  a  leisure  hour  and 
enjoy  a  comfortable  smoke  together;  and  the  excellent 
tobacco  of  those  da3's  gave  a  delightful  perfume  to  the 
whole  house.  Very  few  j-oung  women  used  tobacco,  but 
iiiau3'  fell  into  the  habit  in  their  later  years.  On  the  side 
opposite  tlie  fire  stood  the  "dresser."  bright  with  its 
polished  pewter  and  possibly  a  few  pieces  of  china  or 
earthen  ware,  the  plates  and  platters  —  some  of  wood  — 
set  up  on  edge,  like  a  small  army  making  the  most  of  its 
numbers  in  the  face  of  a  more  powerful  enemy.  When  boards 
were  laid  for  floors  the^v  were  often  kept  in  immaculate 
whiteness  by  scouring,  or  covered  with  clean,  white  sand, 
over  w-hich  the  birch  broom  would  be  drawn  in  various 
ways  to  make  graceful  and  artistic  designs.  The  broom 
was  made  hy  cutting  a  yellow  birch  sapling  about  three 
inches  in  diameter,  four  to  five  feet  long,  taking  off  the 
bark  of  about  a  foot  of  the  upper  end,  then  peeling  that 
end  into  thin,  narrow  strips  for  the  lirusli,  and  -using  the 
other  end,  shaved  down,  for  the  handle.  Along  the  walls 
of  the  cabin  hung  crook-neck  squashes  and  festoons  of  red 
peppers  and  apples  on  strings,  the  latter  "  quartered  and 
cored,"  while  on  poles  overhead  were  rings  cut  from  the 
yellow  pumpkin,  all  dr3'ing  for  winter  use.  The  almanac, 
dividing  with  the  Bible  the  honor  of  furnishing  the  litera- 
ture of  the  family,  and  relied  upon  almost  superstitiously 
for  |)rognostications  of  weather,  hung  by  the  oven  door. 
A  sun-dial  on  a  southern  window-sill,  or  guesses  by  the 

1  "  The  iooni  of  the  same  pattern  .is  thnt  shown  in  Giotto's  frescoes  in  1335, 
v.as  used  here  in  New  Kn>;iand  —  had  been  for  seven  centuries  without  change," 
(Hume  Life  in  Colonial  Davs,  p.ige  213.) 
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position  of  the  sun  by  day  and  the  moon  and  stars  be- 
night, supplied  the  place  of  a  clock,  and  were  sufficient  for 
all  practical  purposes.  Evening  gatherings  were  appointed 
"at  earh'  candle  lighting." 

In  those  times,  church  and  state  were  united.  The 
church  was  sustained  by  the  whole  community  under  the 
management  of  the  political  machinery'  of  the  state  and 
town,  a  tax  for  its  support  being  laid  on  each  property 
holder.  One  of  the  conditions  of  a  grant  of  a  township  by 
Massachusetts,  as  in  the  case  of  this  town,  was  that  a 
suitable  meetinghouse  should  be  built  and  a  "leai-ned  and 
orthodox  minister  settled  in  svich  town  within  five  years." 
And  the  charter  of  Keene  from  Gov.  Benning  Wentworth 
of  New  Hampshire  required  that  there  should  be  set  apart 
"One  Sixty  forth  Parte  of  the  Said  Tract  for  the  first  Set- 
tled Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  S"^  Town"  and  "One  Sixt3' 
forth  Parte  of  the  said  Tract  for  A  Glebe  for  the  Church 
of  England,  as  b3^  Law  Established."  One  sixty-fourth 
part  was  394^  acres.  The  first  meetinghouse  in  every  case 
was  a  plain  building,  like  a  barn,  without  finish,  and  the 
men  sat  on  one  side  and  the  women  on  the  other.  There 
were  no  means  of  warming  it  in  winter,  yet  every  one  was 
required  to  "go  to  meeting,"  though  thinly  clad  and  poorly 
shod,  and  remain  through  two  long  services,  each  sermon 
at  least  an  hour  long  —  dwelling  chiefly  on  arguments  upon 
abstract  theology,  the  terrors  of  an  angry  God,  and  the 
horrors  of  eternal  punishment  —  with  one  short  and  one 
very  long  prayer  to  each  service. 

One  of  the  loveliest  of  her  sex  has  told  her  experience  in 
those  days.  Her  father  lived  three  miles  from  the  meeting- 
house and  had  nine  children.  On  Sunday  morning  in  win- 
ter, he  would  yoke  his  oxen  to  the  sled,  on  which  he  would 
have  a  few  boards,  put  on  a  chair  for  "mother,"  take 
blankets  and  bed-coverings  in  which  the  children  cuddled 
down  on  the  boards,  drive  three  miles  to  meeting,  stay 
through  both  services  and  an  hour's  intermission,  and 
then  drive  home  through  the  snow  to  a  cold  house,  some- 
times a  furious  storm  coming  on,  in  the  meantime.  She 
said  her  feet  were  cold  ever  afterwards.  Women  sometimes 
carried  heated  stones  for  their  hands  and  feet,  and  later, 
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foot-stovi's  were  used,  lilled  at  tlie  slnrt  with  liot  coals  ai)d 
replenished  lor  the  ride  home  at  the  house  of  a  friend  near 
the  meetinijhonse.  It  was  thought  essential  that  a  child 
shoul  I  l)e  i),-i])tised  soon  afterbirth,  and  haljies  were  some- 
times taken  to  those  cold  houses  for  bc'i})tism  before  they 
were  a  ^veek  old. 

''A  very  large  jiroportion  of  the  jjersons  who  usually 
attended  church,  or  meeting,  as  it  is  called,  came  from  Ash 
Swamp  and  the  hills  in  the  West  part  of  the  town,  at  con- 
siderable distances.  It  was  not  convenient  for  these  ])er- 
sons  to  return  during  the  intermission,  and  it  was  the 
practice  of  those  ])ersons  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  meet- 
ing-house to  throw  open  their  doors  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  such,  during  the  cold  weather,  when  it  was  incon- 
venient to  remain  in  the  meeting-house.  This  wcckh'  com- 
nnmication  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  with  those 
residing  at  a  distance,  if  it  did  not  tend  to  their  religious 
improvement,  was  well  calculated  to  cidtivate  the  social 
virtues,  to  make  the  members  of  the  parish  better 
accpiainted  with  each  other,  and  to  give  additional  inter- 
est to  the  usual  exercises  of  the  Sabbath." 

(Annals,  page  103.) 

In  summer  all  walked  to  meeting,  or,  if  a  horse  was 
owned,  the  man  would  take  his  wife  on  a  pillion  behind 
him,  and  the  children  walked,  barefooted,  the  older  girls 
carr^'ing  their  stockings  and  shoes  and  putting  them  on 
just  befoix  they  arrived.  The  minister  w-as  regarded  as  a 
superior  and  sanctified  being,  and  many  a  child,  innocentl}' 
judging  from  the  remarks  of  its  elders,  believed  him  to  be 
God  himself.  At  the  close  of  the  services,  the  congregation 
would  rise  and  stand  while  he  passed  out  through  the 
main  aisle. 

When  the  second  and  larger  meetinghouse  was  built, 
though  still  severely  plain  and  devoid  of  warmth  and 
ornament,  the  wealthj-  and  prominent  citizens  were  allowed 
to  select  places  and  build  their  pews  somewhat  according 
to  rank,  and  those  exhibitions  of  grades  and  relative 
superiority  caused  many  heartburnings  and  jealousies.  Be- 
hind the  meetinghouse,  stood  a  long  row  of  sheds,  where 
scores  of  horses  were  sheltered  and  the  less  devout  men 
gathered  at  noon  for  their  weekly  chat. 

"Deacons'  seats"  were  built  at  the  base  of  the  high 
pulpit,  facing  the  congregation ;  those  for  negroes,  boys 
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without  parents  and  irrcsjjonsible  persons  at  the  rear,  in 
a  corner,  or  in  the  galler}-.  Several  slaves  were  owned  in 
Keene  during  the  first  years  of  its  settlement  and  the_v 
were  allowed  seats  apart.  The  titliingmen,  chosen  by  the 
town  from  among  its  first  citizens,  and  sworn  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  witli  long  staves,  sometimes  with 
crooks  like  a  shepherd's,  took  position  overlooking  the 
whole  congregation,  or  walked  the  aisles,  to  preserve  order 
and  keep  the  overworked,  drowsy  ones  awake.  It  was 
also  a  part  of  their  dutv  to  see  that  the  laws  requiring 
all  to  attend  meeting  were  enforced. 

The  singing  w^as  performed  by  the  reading  of  a  line  of 
a  liymn  by  the  minister  or  the  leader  —  who  gave  the  key 
note  with  his  pitch  pipe — and  the  choir,  from  its  repertoire 
of  half  a  dozen  tunes,  or  the  congregation,  singing  it  after 
him;  then  taking  the  next  line  in  the  same  way.  This 
method  was  abolished  in  Keene  in  17S0,  by  vote  of  the 
town. 

Sunday  began  at  sunset  on  Saturday  night  and  ended 
at  sunset  Sunday  night,  and  that  custom  continued  till 
about  1S20  to  1830.  The  ob.serYance  of  the  Sabbath  was 
very  strict.  "A  luckless  maid-servant  of  Plymouth,  who 
in  the  early  da\'S  smiled  in  church,  was  threatened  with 
banishment  as  a  vagabond."  Innholders  were  subject  to 
fine  for  allowing  "an3-  person  to  drink  to  drunkenness  or 
excess  in  his  or  her  house  on  Lord's-day."  "  .\bout  1750 
the  owner  of  the  first  chaise  that  a{)peared  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  was  fined  for  riding  in  it  to  church;"  and  in  the 
other  colonies,  in  the  middle  of  tliat  century,  travelling  on 
Sunday  Wcis  punished  hy  fines.  P>ut  all  must  go  to  meet- 
ing, whatever  the  distance  or  the  weather. 

The  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  was  so  pervasive  that  even 
the  dogs  and  the  horses  knew  when  the  day  came.  The 
faithful  and  intelligent  dog  never  failed  to  go  with  the 
family  on  other  days,  but  no  well-brought-up  Puritan 
canine  attempted  to  do  so  when  the  members  started  off 
on  Sunday  morning,  dressed  for  "meeting."  It  is  a  tradi- 
tion among  the  descendants  of  Lieut.  James  Wright,  one 
of  the  earlv  settlers,  who  lived  where  his  grandson,  George 
K.  Wright,  now  does,  (1900),  that  he  alwa3's  rode  his 
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horse  to  nicclini;  oti  Sunc1a\' ;  that  one  Sunday  morning 
he  sent  some  one  to  1)ring  the  horse  from  the  ])asturc,  ])ut 
he  conid  not  ])e  found;  tliat  thereiiiion  tlie  lieutenant 
walked  to  meeting;  and  that  when  lie  arrived  he  found 
the  faithful  animal  standing  quietly  in  his'  master's  shed. 
The  family  of  Mr.  Timothy  Colony  attended  the  church  at 
West  Keene.  ''One  Sunday  morning  the  horse,  ready 
harnessed,  stood  at  the  door,  the  famil}'  was  a  little 
behind  time,  and  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell  the  animal 
started,  and  trotted  to  the  church  door,  leaving  the  family 
to  walk."    (J.  D.  Colony.) 

During  the  Indian  wars  cver\'  man  went  to  meeting 
armed,  as  he  did  to  work  in  the  fields,  including  the  min- 
ister himself.  A  sentinel  was  placed  at  the  door,  and 
sometimes  pickets  at  a  distance. 

Puritan  morals  frowned  on  amusements  generally. 
Dancing,  card-playing  and  theatre-going  were  considered 
abominations.  Almost  the  onlj'  public  and  secular  inter- 
course the  peo{)le  had  was  that  intervening  between  the 
solemn  services  of  the  sanctuarj^  when  thcw  caught  a  few 
moments  for  gossip.  But  they  were  inclined  to  sociability, 
and  gradually  the  taut  lines  of  discipline  were  broken,  and 
dancing  and  other  amusements  came  in,  with  a  greater 
tendency  to  looseness  as  a  reaction  from  the  unnatural 
tension.    Kitchen  junkets  became  frequent. 

Wrestling  was  the  favorite  amusement  of  the  men  and 
lioys,  and  professionals  went  from  one  town  to  another 
for  matches  on  public  days.  After  the  Revolution,  "court 
days "  were  very  attractive  for  public  gatherings.  The 
raising  of  a  house  or  other  large  building  was  always  a 
time  for  unbounded  hilarity ;  and  accidents  sometimes 
happened  in  consequence.  At  the  raising  of  a  meeting- 
house it  was  the  custom  for  the  town  to  provide  a  barrel 
of  rum  and  plent}'  of  food,  men  skilled  in  the  business  were 
hired  from  "down  country,"  and  the  frolic  lasted  two  days 
or  more.  When  the  large  old  meetinghouse  in  Packersfield 
was  raised,  the  town  sent  a  committee  to  Col.  Bellows,  at 
Walpole,  for  a  barrel  of  rum,  and  it  was  hauled  across  the 
countr3'  on  a  horse-barrow.  It  was  a  common  thing  at 
such  times  for  excellent  citizens  to  be  assisted  to  their 
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homes  by  the  soberer  ones,  and  no  disgrace  attached  to 
them  in  consequence.  Ardent  spirits  were  considered  indis- 
pensable to  proper  hospitality  and  cnjoj'ment,  and  in  brac- 
ing the  sj^stem  against  expostirc  and  hardship.  Every 
family  kept  and  nsed  them.  Callers  were  invariably  treated 
with  them,  and  there  was  special  generosity  of  that  kind 
when  the  minister  called.  The  ordination  of  ministers,  the 
dedication  of  meetinghouses,  and  even  fniierals,  were  made 
occasions  of  feasting,  and  great  freedom  in  those  indul- 
gences. At  one  funeral  of  a  notable  person,  "a  strong 
sling  of  rum,  sugar  and  water  was  prepared  in  a  large  tub, 
from  which  all  present  were  invited  to  help  themselves." 
When  the  temperance  movement  had  al)olished  the  custom, 
one  good  old  patriarch  said,  with  much  bitterness,  "Tem- 
perance has  done  for  funerals."  Very  early  the  custom  pre- 
vailed of  furnishing  all  the  guests  at  funerals  with  gloves. 
Later  it  was  confined  to  the  bearers. '  There  were  no 
hearses,  and  the  bearers,  eight  to  sixteen,  alternating  by 
fours,  carried  the  bier  —  often  a  rudely  constructed  one  — 
on  their  shoulders. 

The  desire  for  social  intercourse  often  led  women  to 
take  a  foot-wheel  on  a  horse,  sometimes  with  a  bab3' 
besides,  and  go  to  a  neighbor's  to  spend  the  day,  industri- 
ously improving  the  time  with  hand,  foot  and  tongue. 

Youthful  marriages  and  large  families  jjrevailed,  and 
girls  often  became  wives  at  the  age  of  sixteen  or  seventeen. 
Bachelors  were  frowned  upon,  "old  maid"  was  a  term  of 
ridicule  and  reproach,  and  few  of  either  sex  remained 
single.  The  banns  were  "published"  for  three  weeks  pre- 
vious to  the  wedding  by  posting  at  the  meetinghouse  door, 
or  b3'  being  "cried"  in  open  meeting,  three  Sundaj's  in 
succession.  Weddings  corresponded  to  the  st^de  of  living, 
otherwise  they  were  not  materially  difibrent  from  those 
of  the  present  day;  but  "fixing"  to  be  married  was  an 
entirely  dilferent  affair.  Soon  after  the  engagement  the 
young  woman  bought  her  wheels  and  began  to  spin  and 
weave  her  linen  and  flannels.    Then  came  the  quiltings  — 

>  When  that  cnstorn  ecascd,  it  i.s  relaterl  that  at  a  funeral  where  ncgrroes 
were  employed  as  bearers,  as  tlicy  often  were  when  there  were  slaves,  one  of 
them  who  had  not  been  provided  with  jjloves  as  he  expected,  turned  to  his 
neighbor  and  inqnired,  "Sambo,  yo\x  got  sli>ve?"  "No."  "Cfsar,  you  got 
^l<")ve?"    "No."    "Well  den,  fring  'c  down,  let  'c  j;o  liis-sjlf." 
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jolly  frolics  at  which  the  women  and  ^irls  did  the  work  in 
the  afternoon  /ind  the  young  men  came  in  the  evening  for 
the  (lancing,  where  that  was  jiermitted,  games,  and  to 
"  Ijeau  "  their  sweetliearts  home.  In  going  to  p.arties  at  a 
distance  the  x-oiing  man  took  his  best  girl  on  the  horse 
behind  him,  \m\.  she  was  expected  to  ])rovide  her  own  pil- 
lion. Each  daughter  was  furnished  with  at  least  one  fine 
feather  bed,  the  feathers  ])icked  from  the  live  geese  on  the 
fa  rm . 

Huskings  were  deliglitful  festivities,  closing  with  a  dance 
mm\  a  supper  of  mince  and  pimipkin  ])ies,  "nut-cakes" 
(doughnuts),  cheese,  apples  and  cider,  and  even  these  were 
sometimes  preceded  by  roast  turkey.  i\  red  ear  husked  by 
a  young  man  entitled  him  tc^  go  the  rounds  with  kisses, 
and  one  liusked  i>y  a  girl  gave  her  the  right  to  kiss  the 
lad  of  her  choice  —  or,  if  her  courage  failed  her,  be  kis.sed 
by  every  lad  present. 

As  the  thrifty  young  orchard  came  to  bearing,  cider 
was  the  common  drink,  taking  the  place  of  beer  in  Ger- 
many and  wine  in  France.  Its  market  value  was  about 
fifty  cents  a  barrel.  Farmers  put  ten,  twentA'  and  even 
fifty  barrels  in  the  cellar  for  the  year's  supph-  of  their 
large  families.  "One  village  of  fort\'  families  in  Massachu- 
setts made  3,000  barrels  in  1721."  Charles  Francis  Adams 
tells  us  that  "to  the  end  of  John  Adams's  life  a  large 
tankard  of  hiird  eider  was  his  morning  draught  before 
breakfast." 

To  show  how  some  fauiilies  lived,  the  statement  has 
been  made  that,  in  1755,  when  Col.  Benjamin  Bcllow^s,  of 
Walpole,  re]>elled  the  attack  of  the  Indians,  he  had  thirtj' 
men  in  his  employ;  and  that  many  3'ears  afterwcirds  his 
famil}-  was  so  large  that  he  killed  an  ox  or  a  cow  ever^' 
week  and  put  down  twent3'  barrels  of  pork  and  400  bar- 
rels of  cider  for  his  year's  supply,  and  other  things  in  pro- 
portion. He  ran  boats  to  Hartford  and  Windsor,  Conn., 
and  brought  up  iron  for  his  blacksmith  and  supplies  for 
himself  and  the  country  around. 

The  first  schools  were  very  primitive  affairs.  Little 
could  be  learned  in  them  in  consequence  of  the  lack  of 
text-books  and  competent  teachers,  and  the  "three  Rs " 


PIOXEliR  LIFE. 


333 


constituted  the  entire  curriculum.  Before  schoolhouses  were 
built,  the  schools  were  taught  in  unoccupied  ]op;-houscs, 
bams  or  other  buildings.  Tlie  first  school  in  Keene  of 
which  wc  have  any  record  was  in  17G4<,  and  the  town 
voted  six  pounds  sterling  for  its  support. 

As  the  settlements  grew  the  children  increased  I'apidly 
in  numbers,  the  schools  were  large  and  competent  teachers 
came  to  the  front.  In  winter  the  teachers  were  men  and 
the  schools  were  effective  and  practical,  so  far  as  the\' 
went.  Having  but  few  branches  of  stud}'  to  engage  their 
attention,  and  but  short  tinse  for  those,  the  pupils  applied 
themselves  closely,  and  many  excellent  readers,  arithme- 
ticians, and  chirographers  received  all  their  instruction  in 
those  schools  of  only  a  few  weeks  in  the  year.  A  hand- 
some handwriting  was  an  accomplishment  and  was 
acquired  b}'  many.  The  reading  books  were  the  Testa- 
ment, New  England  primer,  and,  in  some  places,  the 
psalter.  Dilworth's  spelling-book  was  published  in  Eng- 
land in  1740,  and  was  used  here  about  1770,  and  Knee- 
land's  spelling-book  about  ISOO;  but  there  were  no  text- 
books on  arithmetic,  the  teacher  "setting  sxmis "  for  the 
pupils  to  work  out.  Noah  Webster's  spelling  book  and 
Morse's  geography-  apjjcared  soon  .after  the  Revolution ; 
and  a  little  later.  Pike's  arithmetic,  by  Nicholas  Pike  of 
Somersworth,  N.  H.,  followed  by  the  "Scholar's  Arith- 
metic," b}'  Dr.  Daniel  Adams  of  Leominster,  Mass.,  after- 
wards of  Keene,  where  he  piiblishcd  his  "Adams'  New 
Arithmetic." 

The  style  of  dress  for  men  was  quaint  and  elaborate; 
that  for  women  changeable,  but  much  less  so  than  at  the 
present  time.  Till  as  late  as  about  1800,  men  wore  "cocked 
hats"  —  the  broad  brim  turned  up  to  the  crown  in  three 
places; — shirts  with  ruffles  at  the  bosom  and  wrists,  long 
waistcoats  covering  the  hips,  often  very  handsomely  em- 
broidered; coats  made  large  and  long,  usually  of  blue, 
with  deep  facings  of  buff,  and  metal  buttons;  "short- 
clothes"  with  knee-buckles  and  long  hose  and  low  shoes 
with  large  buckles  covering  the  instep;  and  one  handsome 
coat  was  sometimes  handed  down  from  father  to  son  with 
the  farm  and  the  stock.     In  full  dress,  gentlemen  wore 
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swords,  and  their  hose  wen-  of  white  or  hlaek  silk.  Mili- 
tary oflieers  wore  l)Oots  witli  white  tf)})s  and  s])urs,  even 
at  lialls.  The  same  kind  of  l>oot  was  also  worn  at  times 
Ity  eivilians.  The  warm  nndcrck>thinL;-  of  the  present  day 
was  unknown,  and  women  wore  low,  thin  shoes,  even  in 
winter;  and  consuni])tion  earned  off  a  larger  ]jroportion  of 
vietims  than  now.  Rubber  boots  and  shoes  were  vinknown, 
and  so  were  dr}-  feet,  except  in  dry  weather  or  within 
doors.  Umbrellas  appeared  in  Boston  in  1768,  but  did 
not  come  into  general  use  until  the  last  of  that  century. 

The  code  of  criminal  law  was  strict  and  severe.  In 
ver}'^  early  times  not  only  murder,  but  treason,  arson, 
rape,  adulter3-,  l)urglary,  rol)l>cry  and  grand  larcen3'  were 
punished  with  death.  Imprisonment  for  debt,  even  when 
contracted  for  food  in  cases  of  sickness  and  distress,  was 
common,  and  that  law  continiied  in  force  in  this  state  until 
within  a  few  years.  Whipping,  branding,  the  pillory  and 
the  stocks  were  common  methods  of  x>tinishment.  Men  still 
living  remember  to  have  seen  the  old  stocks  used  here  in 
Keenc,  stored  in  the  horsesheds  in  rear  of  the  old  meeting- 
house. For  what  w'onld  now  be  considered  trivial  offences, 
men  were  thrown  into  jail;  but  the  limits  of  the  "jail 
yard "  were  often  prescril.)ed,  except  for  criminals,  some- 
times extending  a  certain  number  of  rods,  sometimes 
including  the  whole  village  or  town.  In  vcrj'  early  times, 
scolds  w-crc  punished  1)y  ducking,  with  an  apparatus  con- 
trived for  the  purpose,  or  b}'  wearing  split  sticks  on  their 
tongues.  But  there  was  comparatively  little  crime  among 
pioneers.  After  the  danger  from  savages  had  passed,  doors 
and  windows  were  seldom  fastened,  day  or  night.  The 
roads  were  safe,  and  women  and  girls  could  travel  alone 
through  the  woods,  without  danger  of  being  molested. 

Tram]>s  were  scarcely  known.  The  only  paupers  were 
the  demented,  and  the  care  of  those  was  let  out  to  the 
lowest  l)idder.  In  some  towns  this  odious  practice  was 
aggravated  by  the  custom  of  furnishing  liquor  at  such 
"  vendues,"  at  the  expense  of  the  to\vn,  to  incite  the  bid- 
ders to  run  the  price  down  to  the  lowest  possible  point, 
thus  leaving  the  poor  in  the  hands  of  those  least  suited  to 
have  the  care  of  them.    B3'  a  law  passed  in  1719,  any 
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person  residing-  in  a  town  three  months  without  being 
warned  to  depart  by  tlic  selectmen  or  constable  became  an 
"inhabitant"  of  that  town,  which  made  the  town  liable 
for  his  support  in  case  he  was  at  any  time  iinable  to  sup- 
port himself.  Under  that  law  it  was  the  ciistom  of  the 
towns  to  warn  nearly  every  new  comer  to  depart,  and 
raan^'  who  afterwards  became  prominent  citizens  were  thus 
warned.  If  they  neglected,  or  refused,  to  heed  the  warn- 
ing, the  law  •prov'ided  that  they  might  be  taken  l)y  the 
selectmen,  or  constable,  and  delivered  to  a  proper  officer 
of  some  other  towm,  and  that  officer  might  pass  them  on 
to  another,  nntil  they  reached  the  place  of  their  legal  resi- 
dence. At  the  anmml  meeting  in  Keene,  in  1781,  the  town 
"voted  to  Israel  Houghton  Thirty  pounds  Like  money 
(old  Continental  currencj')  for  his  seiwices  carr^'ing  patte 
Towzer  out  of  Town ; "  and  many  such  votes  are  recorded 
in  the  old  town  books.  That  law  continxied  in  force  for 
more  than  one  hundred  years. 

The  usual  method  of  travelling  was  on  horseback,  the 
minister  and  doctor  making  their  visits  in  that  way,  the 
latter  carrying  his  instruments  and  medicines  in  capacious 
saddlebags.  When  Keene  was  first  settled,  the  price  of  a 
physician's  -^nsit  was  sixpence  (eight  cents),  and  only  eight- 
pence  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 

Dentistry  was  unknown  till  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  If  a  tooth  offended,  the  sufferer  went  to 
the  nearest  phj-sician,  or  to  the  minister,  the  barber,  the 
blacksmith,  or  other  ingenious  person,  who  wrenched  it 
out  with  a  "turnkey." 

Making  salts  for  pot  and  pearl  ashes  was  an  impor- 
tant industry.  Potash-kettles  were  brought  from  Boston, 
and  the  lye  of  hard  wood  ashes  was  boiled  down  till  it 
"grained,"  like  sugar.  This  product  sold  readily  for  cash 
or  its  equivalent  in  goods.  Roasting  the  salts  in  an  oven 
produced  potash,  and  another  similar  purifying  process 
made  pearlash.  There  were  several  manufactories  of  pot 
and  pearl  ashes  in  town,  towards  the  close  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century. 

Ploughs  for  breaking  up  the  ground  among  the  stumps 
and  roots  had  to  be  made  very  strong  and  heavy,  and, 
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cxcc])t  the  coulter,  were  almost  wholly  of  wood  —  white 
oak  or  walnut. 

The  first  jiloni^h  used  In  Stoddard  was  carried  there  by 
John  Ta.izgart,  from  I'eterboro,  on  his  shoulder,  and  Mrs. 
Tagjjart  carried  a  foot  s])inning-wheel  at  the  same  time. 
(History  of  Stoddard.) 

As  a  rule,  the  pioneers  here  described,  and  their  wives 
and  the  large  families  of  girls  and  boys  reared  in  those 
primitive  homes,  were  among  the  ])urest  and  noblest  of 
men  and  women.  Though  parents  were  austere  and  appar- 
ently uns3'm])athetic.  ^  and  friends  seemed  cool  and  indif- 
ferent, "their  hearts  were  warm  under  a  stern  exterior;" 
their  Puritan  principles  were  of  the  highest,  and  their 
industry,  frugality  and  integrity-  made  them  the  best  of 
citizens;  and  most  of  those  homes  were  pure  fountains 
whence  flowed  the  streams  that  formed  the  mighty  rivers 
of  the  states  and  the  nation.  From  such  homes  came  the 
men,  alwa\'s  nob]\'  seconded  hy  the  women,  who  beat  back 
the  savages;  subdued  the  forests;  carried  on  the  affairs  of 
each  little  independent  government,  the  town ;  organized 
the  states;  won  their  separation  from  Great  Britain,  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  this  grand  republic. 

1 "  i>oubt!e,.>?  mothers  %vere  .ts  fond  of  tlieir  chiWreti  as  those  of  the  present 
daj",  hut  they  ^eldnnj  or  never  kissed  them."    (Prof.  SiUicTan'K  Autolnographv.) 
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The  third  New  Hampshire  turnpike  had  been  chartered 
by  the  legislature  in  December,  1799,  to  run  from  Bellows 
Falls  (afterwards  extended  to  Charlestown)  through  Wal- 
pole,  Keene,  Marlboro,  Jaffrey  and  New  Ipswich  on  the 
route  to  Boston.  The  turnpike  corporation  held  its  first 
meeting  at  the  tavern  of  Major  Wni.  Todd,  in  Keene,  in 
February,  ISOO,  and  it  began  to  build  its  road  that  year. 
The  "pike"  came  over  the  hills  by  what  is  now  known  as 
the  "Old  Walpole  road,"  and  opened  Court  street  nearlj' 
on  its  present  line;  but  did  not  enter  Central  square  in  a 
straight  course,  curving  to  the  west,  instead,  at  the  lower 
end,  leaving  the  old  courthouse  on  its  east  side  as  alreadj' 
described,  in  1795.  Samuel  West,  a  young  lawj-er  who  had 
recenth'  come  to  town,  was  clerk,  and  Daniel  Newcomb 
treasurer  of  the  corporation ;  and  much  of  the  stock  was 
owned  in  Keene. 

The  mails  fi'om  Boston  now  came  In'  this  route  to 
Keene,  and  thence  to  Chesterfield  and  Brattleboro,  once  a 
week  and  return ;  leaving  Boston  Tuesdav  at  9  a.  m., 
arriving  at  Brattleboro,  Thursda3',  at  7  p.  m. ;  leaving 
Brattleboro  Friday  at  2  p.  m.,  arriving  at  Boston,  Mon- 
day, at  3  p.  m. 

The  4th  of  July,  ISOl,  was  celebrated  again  this  year. 
The  exercises  were  similar  to  those  of  two  3-ears  previous, 
and  the  same  military'  companies  did  escort  duty.  Samuel 
West,  Esq.,  delivered  the  oration. 

Rev.  Edward  Sprague,  at  that  time  the  settled  minister 
of  Dublin,  bought  a  house  on  Pleasant  street,  where  the 
Alfred  Colon\'  house  now  stands,  and  came  to  Keene  to  live, 
although  still  the  minister  of  Dublin.  He  was  noted  for  his 
eccentricities,  and  anecdotes  of  "Parson  Sprague"  circu- 
lated far  and  wide.    He  was  wealtbv,  rode  in  a  four-horse 
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oo.'icb,  and  li.'ivin;j;  money  lo  invest  he  I)ongl)t  farms  in 
Keenc  wliicli  he  renteci  "at  the  halves;"  l)iit  he  said  after- 
wards tliat  liis  half  never  grew.  Disajipointed  in  his  hojies 
of  improving  his  health  and  fortune  he  returned  to  Dublin 
and  died  there  —  killed  hy  being  thrown  from  his  carriage 
at  the  close  of  a  wedding  cercnion3 — but  his  widow  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Keene,  and  died  here  in  1818. 

In  October,  ISOl,  the  town  "Voted  that  the  Grammar 
School  master  shall  keep  a  School  in  each  School  district 
ill  proportion  to  the  valuation  of  each  School  district." 
Samuel  Prescott,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  college,  taught 
the  schools  for  one  3'ear. 

The  death  of  Israel  Houghton,  one  of  the  early  settlers, 
and  that  of  Major  Josiah  Willard,  for  many  years  a  prom- 
inent citizen,  occurred  this  3'ear.  Major  Willard  was  sixty- 
four  years  old,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors. 

In  1802,  John  Wood  came  from  Concord,  Mass.,  to 
Keene,  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Daniel  Watson. 
The  next  year  James  Mann  bought  out  his  partner,  Moses 
Johnson,  and  the  firm  of  Watson,  Mann  &  Wood  was 
formed,  and  for  3'cars  they  did  a  large  business  in  general 
merchandise  and  saddlery  in  the  Johnson  &:  Matin  store 
and  Watson's  shop.  It  was  the  custom  for  all  grocers  to 
sell  spirituous  li((nors,  and  this  firm  advertised  for  fifty 
l)ushels  of  black  cherries  to  make  cherry  rum. 

Johnson  continued  to  make  pot  and  pearl  ashes;  took 
in  Aaron  Seamans  as  a  partner  in  his  "ginn  distillery;" 
advertised  to  ])ay  cash  for  r^-c  and  barle\' ;  claimed  to  have 
the  best  malt-house  in  the  countrj',  and  warranted  his 
"ginn"  to  be  equal  to  an}'  imported.  The  distillery  was 
near  the  potash  works,  back  of  Castle  street,  and  the  ruins 
of  those  buildings  gave  the  name  to  that  street. 

Joseph  Dorr,  in  the  old  wooden  store  on  the  corner, 
advertised,  along  with  his  goods,  tickets  for  sale  in  the 
"South  Hadkw  Canal  Lottery',"  —  the  drawing  to  take 
j>lace  in  the  "Old  State  House,  Boston."  Dorr  and  Adin 
Holbrook  hafl  an  oil-mill  just  below^  the  saw  mill  on  the 
"Holbrook  farm,"  on  the  old  Surrj^  road,  the  foundations 
of  which  can  still  be  seen,  and  advertised  at  one  time  for 
10,000  bushels  of  flax  seed. 
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The  first  evening  school  in  Keene  was  taught  in  the 
autumn  of  this  year,  1802,  in  the  hall  of  "Wells's  Inn," 
previously  Bullard's  Coffee  House. 

Dr.  Daniel  Adams  resigned  the  ofhee  of  postmaster  and 
John  G.  Bond  was  appointed.  lie  removed  the  office  to 
his  store  on  the  east  side  of  the  Square. 

The  Branch  Road  and  Bridge  Corporation,  sometimes 
called  the  Fitzwilliam  turnjiike,  from  Keene  through  Troy 
to  FitzwilHam,  organized  and  began  to  build  its  road  in 
1803,  opening  a  new  line  to  Boston.  Three  \-cars  were 
required  for  its  coni])letion.  With  the  aid  of  $400,  voted 
by  the  town  for  that  purpose,  it  built  the  first  permanent 
bridge  across  the  branch  at  the  lower  end  of  Main  street; 
and  it  opened  the  direct  road  to  Swanzey  Factory  and 
thence  up  the  valle}-  to  Troy.  In  1805  tliis  line  was  ex- 
tended north  by  the  construction  of  the  "Cheshire  Turn- 
pike" from  Keene  (by  the  old  road,  east  side  of  the  river) 
through  Surry,  passing  the  Holbrook  tavern,  and  over  the 
hills  to  Drew-sville  and  Charlcstown.  These  tw-o  corpora- 
tions made  connection  at  Keene,  crossing  the  third  New 
Hampshire  turnpike  and  creating  a  lively  competition  for 
the  travel  to  and  from  Boston. 

In  Decemlier,  1803,  Mr.  Dearborn  Emerson  put  a  line 
of  stages  on  the  third  turnpike  route,  from  Boston  through 
Concord,  Groton,  New  Ipswich,  Jaffrc}',  Marlboro  and 
Keene  to  W.-dpole,  running  twice  a  week  and  connecting 
at  Walpole  with  mail  stages  beyond.  He  also  did  an  ex- 
press business.  Previous  to  this  the  fare  to  Boston  had 
been,  first  $6.00,  then  $5.00,  and  now  it  was  reduced  to 
$4.50. 

The  roads  at  that  time,  made  in  the  rich,  new  soil,  w^ere 
very  soft  and  almost  impassable  when  much  rain  had 
fallen.  A  plank  walk  had  been  laid  the  whole  length  of 
Pleasant  street,  from  the  meetinghouse  to  Luther  Smith's 
mills,  paid  for  by  individuals. ^  It  was  so  great  an  im- 
provement over  tlie  road  and  so  attractive  to  horsemen 
that  the  town  clerk,  Noah  Cooke,  published  a  notice  for- 
bidding people  to  ride  or  lead  horses  thereon. 

In    August,  two    little   sisters,    Mary   and  Roxana, 

'Handsome  pijie  planks  were  usco,  wliicU  cost  $4-.(>t>  pt-r  M . 
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{laiij;lilcrs  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phineas  Wright,  mistaking 
(loaLiiig  inoss  for  solid  cartli,  were  drowned  in  the  Ashue- 
lot' river,  and  the  whole  town  mourned  their  loss. 

The  winter  of  1803—4  was  not  an  open  one.  On  the 
3d  of  March  the  snow  was  reported  to  he  "above  four  feet 
deej)  where  it  is  not  drifted." 

At  the  annual  meeting  this  year,  the  time  for  which  had 
been  changed  by  the  legislature  from  the  first  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  March,  the  town  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of 
sixty  dollars  for  the  i)urpose  of  instructing  persons  to  sing. 

The  Cheshire  bank  had  been  chartered  in  December. 
1S03,  and  in  May  following  the  corporation  organized  by 
the  choice  of  Daniel  Newcorab,  Noah  Cooke,  John  G.  Bond, 
Joseph  Dorr,  Foster  Alexander,  Jonathan  Robinson  and 
James  Mann  directors;  with  Daniel  Newcomb  president 
and  Elijah  Dunbar  cashier.  The}'  immediately  put  up  a 
brick  building,  two  stories  high,  "on  the  spot  now  covered, 
or  parth'  covered,  by  the  Northeast  corner  of  the  Rail- 
road Passenger  Station."  (Annals,  page  91.)  The  upper 
story  was  a  hall,  sometimes  used  for  schools.  Two  years 
later  Mr.  Dunbar  resigned  and  Albe  Cady  was  chosen 
cashier  and  held  that  position  for  about  seven  3-ears. 

The  Fourth  of  Juh'  ^vas  celebrated  in  1804.  Two  com- 
panies of  militia.  Captains  Chase  and  Metcalf,  escorted  a 
procession  to  the  meetinghouse,  where  prayer  was  offered 
b3'  Rev.  Mr.  Hall,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  read  by 
Noah  Cooke,  Esq.,  and  an  oration  delivered  by  3'oung 
Phineas  Cooke,  the  schoolmaster. 

Joseph  Dorr  had  taken  command  of  the  cavalrj-  corn- 
pan}'  belonging  to  the  regiment,  enlisted  from  Kecne  and 
other  towns,  reorganized  it,  named  it  the  Ashuelot  Cav- 
alry, and  liad  brought  it  up  to  a  state  of  discipline  and 
efficiency  which  placed  it  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  in  the 
state.  On  his  return  from  commencement  at  Dartmouth 
college,  in  September,  Gov.  John  Ta^dor  Gilman  spent  the 
night  in  Keene.  The  next  da}'  he  was  escorted  on  his  way 
as  far  as  Marlboro  by  Capt.  Dorr  with  the  Keene  contin- 
gent of  his  company  in  full  uniform. 

In  business,  the  firm  of  Watson,  Mann  &  W^ood  had 
now  l)een  succeeded  by  that  of  Mann  &  Wood;  John  G. 
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Bond,  the  postmaster,  continued  the  business  of  Allen  & 
Bond  on  the  east  side  of  the  Square;  Joseph  Dorr  on  the 
corner  had  sold  out  to  Dr.  James  H.  Bradford,  who  removed 
from  the  opposite  side  of  Main  street  and  added  drugs  and 
medicines.  Dr.  Bradford  had  married  Sarah,  youngest 
daughter  of  Alexander  Ralston.  Aaron  Seamans,  partner 
of  Moses  Johnson  in  the  distillery,  joined  Ebenezer  Daniels 
in  tanning,  currying  and  morocco-dressing,  with  a  tannery 
in  rear  of  the  present  Eagle  Hotel.  They  did  an  extensive 
business,  and  Daniels  had  a  large  shoe  manufactory  under 
the  Masonic  hall.  Seamans  built  the  large  square  house  on 
School  street  (No.  72),  now  the  residence  of  Herbert  C. 
Aldrich  (1900),  and  lived  there.  Hale  &  Kise,  Moses  H. 
Hale  and  Zebadiah  Kise,  came  from  Chelmsford,  Mass., 
bought  Luther  Smith's  mills  on  Ashuclot  river  and  added 
machinerj'  for  picking  and  carding  wool.  Capt.  William 
Wyman,  a  "mariner,"  son  of  Col.  Isaac  Wyman,  returned 
to  Keene  about  this  time,  1S04,  built  the  brick  store  now 
the  south  end  of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  and  Wyman  &  Chap- 
man (Daniel)  opened  it  with  a  general  assortment  of 
goods.  For  many  years  at  this  time  Daniel  Webster,  a 
relative  of  the  great  Daniel,  was  a  brazier  and  bell-founder 
in  Kccne,  made  slcigh-bclls  and  metallic  utensils  and  sup- 
plied town  authorities  with  scaled  weights  and  measures. 
He  was  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  for  this  town  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1812. 

The  sum  raised  by  the  town  for  schools,  and  also  that 
for  the  repairs  of  highwa3-s  and  bridges,  had  stood  for 
several  years  at  $666.66.  In  1805  it  was  increased  to 
$700  for  schools  and  $1,000  for  highways  and  bridges. 

The  corn  crop  had  been  short  the  preceding  year  and 
in  1805  corn  sold  in  Keene  at  ''ten  shillings  per  bushel." 
A  drought  followed  during  this  season,  no  rain  falling  from 
the  1st  of  June  till  past  the  20th  of  July ;  and  in  August 
there  was  great  damage  from  forest  fires. 

At  the  regimental  muster  hei'e  in  September  the  Keene 
Light  Infantry  appeared,  reorganized,  with  full  ranks, 
new  and  handsome  uniforms  and  an  elegant  standard, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  and  began  its  long 
and  brilliant  career  as  one  of  the  finest  companies  of 
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militia  in  the  state.  The  emulation  and  rivalry  between 
it  and  the  VVcstnioreland  Li/<ht  Infantry,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, which  afterwards  ran  ver}'  near  tlic  verge  of  colli- 
sion and  kept  both  up  to  the  highest  point  of  efifectiveness, 
began  at  this  time.  There  were  also  two  companies  of 
caA'alry  in  the  regiment,  the  Ashuelot  Cavalry  being  com- 
manded by  Ca])t.  James  H.  Bradford,  already  mentioned. 
There  were  also  the  Walpole  Artillery  and  the  militia  com- 
panies of  the  line.  The  muster  closed  with  a  sham  fight, 
in  which  one  detachment  of  the  troops  represented  Indians. 

There  was  extreme  cold  weather  in  January,  1806,  the 
mercury  sinking  on  the  IGth  to  34-"  and  on  the  18th  to 
38°  lielovv  zero.  On  the  IGth  of  June  there  was  a  total 
eclipse  of  the  sun,  "the  most  striking  and  impressive 
jjhcnonieiion  which  the  present  generation  has  witnessed." 
Candles  had  to  be  lighted,  fowls  went  to  roost  and  "the 
day  was  converted  into  night  and  darkness."  It  was 
remembered  and  talked  al)out  for  half  a  century  as  the 
"  dark  day," 

The  Sentinel  removed  to  the  second  floor  of  the  store 
Moses  Johnson  had  built,  a  few  rods  south  of  its  former 
location,  "op])osite  the  Bank"  —  where  Gurnscj^'s  building 
now  stands.  In  the  northwest  lower  room  Mr.  Prentiss 
had  his  ])ookstorc,  and  a  circulating  library  which  he  had 
started  the  3'ear  previous;  "terms:  six  cents  for  a  12  mo. 
vol.  for  one  week  and  two  cents  a  day  after  one  week." 

During  this  season,  180G,  Luther  Smith  built  the  main, 
or  north  part  of  the  present  Eagle  Hotel,  two  stories  high. 
There  was  a  space,  used  for  a  driveway  to  the  stables, 
between  that  building  and  Capt.  W3'man's  store,  which 
was  filled  many  3'cars  later,  and  the  store  then  became  a 
part  of  the  hotel.  Horace  Wells,  who  had  succeeded  his 
father,  Thomas  Wells,  in  the  Bullard  Coffee  House,  and 
had  removed  from  that  house  to  the  Ralston  tavern,  now 
left  the  latter  and  took  the  new  hotel,  and  was  succeeded 
in  the  Ralston  by  Gilbert  Mcllcn.  Two  years  later,  how- 
ever, he  sold  to  Benoni  Shirtliff  and  returned  to  the  Ral- 
ston. Mr.  Shirtliff  came  from  Marlboro,  and  kept  the  new 
liotel  for  many  years.  On  the  west  side  of  that  street  Dr. 
Charles  Blake  and  Elisha  Hunt  opened  an  apothecary 
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shop  with  a  large  stock  of  patent  medicines,  paints, 
liquors,  etc.;  Willard  &  AiJies  {continuing  the  former  firm 
of  Major  Josiah  Willard  and  Silas  Ames)  carried  on  the 
saddlers'  and  carriage-trimming  ]>nsincss  near  them ;  and 
Samuel  Euers  came  to  town  that  spring  and  set  up  the 
business  of  coach  and  chaise  making.  James  Wells  had  a 
hat  store  next  north  of  the  bank,  and  Joseph  Brown  ad- 
vertised:  "The  Old  Store  Replenished  —  Fresh  Supph'  of 
Goods"  —  at  old  W'cst  Keene.  Several  of  tiie  merchants 
advertised  lottery  tickets  for  sale,  among  them,  "Harvard 
College  Lottery  Tickets ;  — Highest  Prixe  $15,000." 

Thomas  Baker,  Est].,  who  for  more  than  fort\'  years 
had  been  a  prominent  man  in  town,  <1ie(!  in  180G,  aged 
seventy-six  years. 

It  was  during  the  summer  of  1S07  thiit  outrages  were 
committed  upon  .American  seamen  by  British  naval  officers, 
particularly  by  tliose  of  a  squadron  lying  off  Hampton 
Roads,  which  created  great  excitement  throughout  the 
coinitrj'-,  and  led  to  war  between  the  two  nations  five 
years  later.  The  people  were  so  roused  as  to  demand  im- 
mediate war  unless  prompt  satisfaction  were  given.  All 
parties  rallied  to  the  support  of  the  administration.  Con- 
,  gress  was  convened  and  the  president  issued  his  proclama- 
tion calling  for  3  00,000  militia  to  be  raised  immediate]}' 
and  held  in  readiness.  Capt.  Dinsmoor  called  the  Keene 
Light  Infantry  together  and  they  voted  unanimously  to 
volunteer  in  a  body.  The  Ashuelot  Cavalry,  now  under 
Capt.  Wm.  M.  Bond,  did  the  same;  and  fifty  men  of  Capt. 
Chapman's  compan\'  of  infantr\'-  also  vohmteered.  Almost 
the  entire  mihtia  of  New  Hampshire  offered  their  services. 
The  British  government  disavowed  the  more  aggravating 
acts  of  its  officers  and  the  excitement  abated ;  but  it  was 
not  extinguished  until  war  had  settled  the  controversy^. 

During  a  shower  in  July  a  whirlwind  passed  through 
the  northern  part  of  the  village,  in  a  nortlieasterly  direc- 
tion, laid  in  ruins  a  house  and  barn  and  unroofed  a  large 
shed  on  the  farm  of  Aaron  Seamans,  where  H.  H.  Barker 
now  lives,  on  Castle  street;  prostrated  fences  and  uprooted 
trees;  but  its  path  was  short  and  narrow  and  no  other 
serious  damage  was  done. 
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This  year,  a  line  of  mail  staj^es  began  making  regular 
trips  through  from  Boston  to  Kcene  in  one  day  —  leaving 
Boston  at  4  a.  in.  and  arriving  at  Keene  at  8  p.  m.  —  and 
rimning  through  to  Hanover  and  return  three  times  a 
week. 

"At  the  term  of  the  Snj^erior  Court,  held  in  Keene  in 
October  [1807],  came  on  the  trial  of  a  prosecution  insti- 
tuted by  the  inhabitants  of  Walpole  against  certain  citizens 
of  Keene  'for  taking  and  carr3'ing  away,  in  the  night  time, 
a  ])iece  of  ordnance  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  dollars, 
the  propert3'  of  said  town  of  Walpole.' 

"  For  the  better  understanding  of  this  matter  it  is  neces- 
sar\'  to  go  back  to  a  remote  period  of  our  history.  In  the 
early  settlement  of  the  countr3',  on  Connecticut  River,  four 
forts  were  erected  on  its  banks,  and  each  was  supplied,  by 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  England,  with  a  large  iron  can- 
non. Tliesc  forts  were  numbered  —  that  at  Chesterfield 
being  No.  1,  that  at  Westmoreland  No.  2,  that  at  Walpole 
No.  o,  and  that  at  Charlestown  No.  4.  These  cannons 
remained  in  those  several  towns,  after  the  achievement  of 
our  indej^endence,  were  prized  as  trophies  of  victor3%  and 
made  to  speak,  in  triumphant  tones,  on  cver3'  fourth  of 
July,  and  other  davs  of  public  rejoicings.  Their  reports 
sounded  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjoining  towns,  as 
exulting  claims  to  superiority,  they  having  no  such  tro- 
phies to  speak  for  them.  That  at  Walpole  was  left  un- 
guarded, in  the  Main-street,  In  the  spring  of  this  3'ear,  a 
citizen  of  Keene,  then  a  youth,  but  since  distinguished  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  having  received  an  elegant 
sword  for  his  gallant  defense,  in  the  war  of  1812,  of  Fort 
Covington,  near  Baltimore,  arranged  a  party  who  repaired 
to  Walpole,  in  the  night,  took  possession  of  the  cannon 
and  brought  it  in  triumph  to  Keene. 

"The  whole  population  of  Walpole  wei'e  indignant  at 
being  deprived,  in  this  wa3%  of  their  valued  trophy,  and 
determined  to  appeal  to  the  laws  to  recover  it.  Several 
attempts  to  arrest  the  offenders  proved  abortive,  but  this 
only  added  to  their  zeal.  A  respectable  citizen  of  Walpole 
was  sent  to  aid  the  sheriff.  Knowing  that  he,  whom  they 
most  wished  to  secure,  concealed  himself,  whenever  apprized 
that  the  officer  was  visible,  the3^  la3'  in  ambush  for  him  in 
the  swamps  South  and  West  of  his  father's  residence.  It 
happened  that  Dr.  Adams  was  at  this  time  gunning,  as 
was  his  frequent  habit,  in  the  same  grounds.  He  saw  them, 
and  knowing  that  tlie3'  saw  him,  he  walked  hurriedlj^ 
awa3'.  The\'  followed,  he  hastened  his  walk,  they  theirs, 
until  the  walk  became  a  run,  and  the  run  a  race.  His 
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knowledge  of  the  minute  topogrfiphy  of  the  place  enabled 
him  to  take  such  direction  as  might  best  suit  his  purpose. 
Methinks  I  see  him  now,  lightly  springing  from  hassock  to 
hassock,  from  turf  to  log,  now  and  then  looking  Viack,  with 
face  sedate  and  eagle  e^ve,  to  see  how  his  pursuers  sped. 
By  turning  and  winding,  he  led  them  into  a  bog,  and  gained 
distance  while  they  were  struggling  to  gain  firm  foothold. 
They  outran  him,  however,  and  arrested  him  at  his  door; 
but  were  soon  convinced  the\-  had  not  caught  the  right 
man,  and  returned,  not  the  less  irritated,  to  Walpole. 

"Several  of  the  delinquents  were  at  length  arrested  and 
brought  to  trial.  The  court  (Chief  Justice  Smith,  afterwards 
Governor,  presiding)  decided  that  the  said  cannon  was  not 
the  property  of  the  said  town  of  Walpole,  and  the  defend- 
ants were  discharged.  It  was  immediatelv  drawn  near  the 
court  house,  loaded  and  fired.  'May  it  please  your  honors,' 
said  counsellor  Vose,  '  the  case  is  already  reported.'" 

' ' The  irritation  of  the  people  of  Walpole,  at  the  loss 
of  their  valued  troph3^  or  more,  perhaps,  at  the  manner 
in  w^hich  the3^  had  been  deprived  of  it,  continued  unabated; 
and  the^'  determined  to  take  redress  into  their  own  hands. 
They  had  been  informed  that  the  cannon  was  concealed  in 
a  granar3-,  in  a  back  store,  on  the  South  side  of  West- 
street,  near  Main-street.  On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  of 
July  [1809],  a  plot  was  arranged  to  regain  possession  of 
it.  A  confederate  (a  stage-driver)  was  sent  immediate!}"  to 
Keene,  in  a  huge  stage  wagon,  to  gain  information  and 
take  measures  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  project.  He 
ascertained  that  it  was  concealed  in  the  place  mentioned  ; 
bargained  for  some  grain ;  and  at  his  suggestion  was 
allowed  to  take  the  key  that  he  might  get  the  grain  very 
earh'  in  the  morning,  without  disturbing  the  clerks.  Re- 
turning immediately,  he  met  on  their  way,  a  cavalcade  of 
about  thirt}',  mostly  3'oung  men,  commanded  b}-  a  military 
officer  of  high  rank,  and  made  his  report.  The}'-  left  their 
horses  in  the  cross  road,  then  fringed  with  bushes,  leading 
from  Court-street  to  Washington-street;  and  in  a  few- 
minutes  entered  the  granary.  The  first  motion  of  the  can- 
non, the  night  being  still,  made  a  terrific  noise.  The  tow-n 
bell  was  rung  and  an  alarm  of  fire  was  raised.  The  men 
in  the  granar}^  labored  for  a  time  without  success,  and 
almost  without  hope.  Outside,  men  were  seen  skulking 
behind  buildings,  and  flitting  from  corner  to  corner.  At 
length,  b3"  a  desperate  effort,  it  was  lifted  into  the  w^agon, 
and  the  team  hurried  towards  Walpole.  At  break  of  day, 
we  [they]  were  welcomed  home  b3'  the  ringing  of  the  bell, 
and  b3'  the  applause  of  a  crowd  awaiting  in  anxiet3-  the 
return  of  their  fellow-townsmen. 
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"In  the  mean  time,  a  lar<,'c  nuinlicr  of  the  citizens  of 
Keene  nionntcd  their  horses  and  ])iirsncd  the  returning 
part}- ;  but  fortniiately  they  took  the  wron;^  road,  and  thus 
a  des])erate  conflict  was  avoided.  A  rej)ort  was  current, 
at  the  time,  that  the}-  took  the  wrong  road  hy  design; 
btit  this  was  ])ronounced  a  base  and  baseless  slander. 

"But  the  history  of  the  King's  cannon  is  not  yet  com- 
plete. It  was  soon  afterwards  furtiveh'  taken,  b}'  a  body 
of  men  fi"oni  Westminster,  Vermont,  to  l)c  used  in  cele- 
l)rating  the  declaration  of  independence ;  and  was  retaken, 
on  a  sudden  onset,  b_v  a  large  ]>ody  of  men  from  Walpole, 
the  Selectmen  iit  their  head,  while  actually  in  use  for  that 
pury)Ose.  It  was  afterwards  taken  In-  men  from  Alstead  ; 
and  report  says  tliat  it  was,  after  that.  a])pro])riated  by 
an  iron  founder,  and  transmuted  into  implements  of  hus- 
bandry." 

(Annals,  [lagcs  93-96.) 

The  Jefferson  administration  appointed  Samuel  Dins- 
moor  postmaster  at  Kecue  in  1808,  removing  John  G. 
Bond,  who  was  a  Federalist. 

In  1S07  and  1S08,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Josiah  Willard, 
Lockhart  Willard,  Joel  Kingsbury  (a  civil  engineer),  and 
Capt.  Aaron  Hall  were  selectmen,  and  through  their  influ- 
ence, chiefly,  and  under  their  direction,  in  1808  the  course 
of  the  third  New  Hampshire  turnpike,  where  it  came  into 
the  village  from  the  north,  was  changed  and  laid  out  with 
the  straight  course  and  ample  width  of  our  present  Court 
street.  The  courthouse,  which  stood  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  common,  was  removed  to  the  present  site  of 
Bullard  &  Shedd's  and  B.  W.  Hodgkins'  drug  stores  (1900), 
and  the  new  road  came  into  the  Square,  as  fit  present, 
directh-  over  its  former  site.  A  change  was  cdso  made 
below,  b\-  the  turnpike  company,  from  the  old  "  Boston 
Road"  (Baker  street),  by  opening  Marlboro  street  from 
Main  street  as  it  is  now,  to  straighten  the  route  and 
shorten  the  distance. 

Ralston  &  Bontl  (Alexander  Ralston,  Jr., — succeeded  by 
his  brother  James  B..  —  and  Wm.  M.  Bond,  who  had  mar- 
ried their  sister,  Nanc%'  Ralston)  had  followed  the  elder 
Ralston  in  "the  Red  Store"  north  of  the  Ralston  tavern. 
This  year,  1808,  they  built  the  brick  store  which  now 
forms  the  north  part  of  the  Cit3'  Hotel,  and  continued  in 
business  there. 
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In  1806,  Hatch  &  Hall  (Dai]iel  D.  Hatch  and  Aaron 
Hall,  Jr.,)  had  succeeded  Janies  H.  Bradford  in  the  store 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Pleasant  streets.  Hatch  now 
retired  and  Hall  continued  the  business. 

Tlie  registry  of  deeds  was  kejjt  at  Walpolc,  and  James 
Campbell  of  that  town,  register,  advertised  that  he  would 
receive  deeds  for  record  at  William  Pierce's  tavern  in 
Keene,  during  the  term  of  court.  Air.  Pierce  was  keeping 
the  house  formerh'  kept  by  Dr.  Thomas  Edwards,  succeed- 
ing Elihu  Holbrook. 

Dea.  James  Lanman  was  keeping  tavern  at  Mt.  P'leas- 
ant;i  Daniel  Dav,  a  veteran  of  the  Continental  army,  had 
succeeded  his  father,  El)enezer  Day,  as  innkeeper  on  the 
Cheshire  turnpike,  near  the  Surry  line;'-  and  the  principal 
public  house  at  West  Keene  having  been  sold  to  Major 
Ingersoll,  Col.  Abraham  Wheeler  opened  what  is  still  known 
as  the  Sawyer  tavern,  east  of  the  mills. 

Dr.  John  Burnell  was  a  physician  here  at  that  time, 
w'ith  "rooms  at  Shirtliffs  Coffee  Hou.se,"'  and  Drs.  Water- 
house,  Smith  and  Fanchon  were  all  residing  in  town. 

In  November,  1S08,  tlie  town  voted  to  raise  $300  to 
fence  burying  groimds ;  and  during  the  following  season 
Thomas  Thompson  and  Calvin  Cha])man  were  paid  $103.83 
for  fencing  the  one  near  Judge  Xewcomb's.  This  appears 
to  have  been  the  last  work  done  to  preserve  that  yard, 
although  efforts  for  that  ])urpose  were  made  many  years 
later. 

The  evil  effects  of  President  Jefferson's  policy  of  "non- 
intercoui-se  and  embargo"  were  ver\-  serioush*  ielt  at 
this  time,  1809,  particularly  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  shipping  interests,  which  were  large  in  New  England, 
were  ruined.  Prices  of  imported  goods  l^ecame  enormously 
high,  and  man}-  articles  which  had  come  to  be  regarded  as 
necessaries  of  life  could  not  be  had  at  an\'  price.  The  good 
effects  of  that  policw  were  apparent  later  in  the  impulse 
given  to  domestic  manufactures.  People  were  constrained 
to  make  for  themselves  articles  of  necessity  or  comfort 

iNow  known  as  the  "Cole  pI.TCC,"  foot  of  Marlboro  street.  He  hnd  been  a 
deacon  of  the  Brattle  Street  ohxirch,  Roston,  and  his  TxHe  was  a  Miss  Gold- 
thwaitc,  si.ster  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Ad.Tin^  of  Keene. 

2 Since  knowu  as  the  '•Cariicnter  place. " 
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wliich  they  could  not  buy.  Tlie  war  which  followed  a  lew 
years  later  intensified  the  distress  and  the  impulse  to  self- 
])rotcction,  nncl  cotton,  woolen  and  other  manufactures 
started  up  in  all  the  eastern  states.  That  w?is  the  chief 
cause  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  glass  factory 
in  Kcene,  which  for  man3'  years  at  one  period  was  exceed- 
ing profitable  to  its  owners.  The  woolen  factory  on  West 
street,  which  has  been  of  immense  benefit  to  this  commu- 
nity, was  started  under  the  same  impulse,  beginning  in  a 
small  way  and  increasing  to  its  present  dimensions. 

But  the  immediate  effects  of  the  embargo  were  disas- 
trous, and  the  people  were  impatient  under  its  restraints. 
Legal  town  meetings  were  called  in  many  places,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  those  times,  to  give  expression  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  on  questions  of  public  policy. 
Such  a  meeting  was  held  in  Keene  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1S09,  Lockhart  Willard,  moderator,  "to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  present  alarming  condition  of  our  country;  to 
express  our  sentiments  thereon;  and  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures for  a  redress  of  gricTanccs  as  shall  be  thought  expe- 
dient." A  long  series  of  resolutions  denouncing  the  policy 
of  embargo  and  non-intercourse  was  passed  and  after- 
wards printed  in  full  and  distributed.  The  annual  town 
meeting  in  March  cast  2vSr)  votes  for  Jeremiah  Smith,  the 
Federal  candidate  for  governor,  to  nineteen  for  John  Lang- 
don,  the  administration  candidate. 

The  lirst  meeting  of  the  Keene  Engine  Company,  called 
for  organization  by  Daniel  Newcorab,  Elijah  Dunbar  and 
Samuel  Dinsmoor  was  held  at  Pierce's  tavern  on  the  6th  of 
February,  1S09,  at  G  o'clock  p.  m.  This  was  the  first  suc- 
cessful movement  for  the  introduction  of  a  fire  engine, 
although  an  effort  had  been  made  for  that  purpose,  and  a 
meeting  of  subscribers  called  at  Holbrook's  tavern,  in  1805. 

I^hineas  Cooke  taught  a  subscription  school  in  Masonic 
hall  this  year;  and  a  Mr.  Durand  opened  a  school  for 
teaching  the  French  language  and  afterwards  added  fenc- 
ing and  sword  exercise. 

Tn  November,  1809,  Ichabod  Fisher,  who  had  been  a 
])ron]iiient  man  —  town  clerk  for  twenty-one  years  —  died, 
aged  eighty-one. 
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The  threatening  war  kept  the  militar3'  spirit  up  to  the 
fighting  pitch,  and  led  to  changes  in  the  miHtia  laws, 
requiring  every  town  to  be  constantly  supplied  with  thirty- 
tw'o  pounds  of  powder,  sixt3'-lbur  pounds  of  muskct-balls, 
120  flints,  three  iron  or  tin  camp-kettlcs  to  every  sixty- 
four  enrolled  soldiers  and  other  stringent  provisions,  with 
a  heav}'  fine  in  each  case  of  failure. 

In  October,  1810,  there  was  a  brigade  muster  here  of 
the  Sixth,  Twelfth  and  Twentieth  regiments.  Brig.  Gen. 
Huntle\'-  of  Alstead  and  IMaj.  Gen.  Wliitcomb  of  Swanzey 
were  the  reviewing  officers.  The  Twentieth  regiment 
appeared  with  a  band  of  fourteen  pieces  —  the  first  mention 
of  a  military  band  in  Keene.  Capt.  Dinsmoor  had  been 
promoted  to  major  of  the  regiment  and  thence  to  quarter- 
master general  of  the  state,  and  Aaron  Hall,  Jr.,  was  now 
captain  of  the  Keene  Light  Infantry.  At  the  close  of  the 
muster  there  was  a  spirited  sham-fight  in  which  all  the 
troops  were  engaged. 

In  April,  ISIO,  Levi  Newcomb,  son  of  Hon.  Daniel 
Newcomb,  a  ver\'  bright  and  promising  young  man,  an 
undergraduate  of  Dartmouth  college,  died  at  Hanover, 
aged  twenty.  The  sympathy'  of  the  communitN'  for  Judge 
Newcomb  and  his  familv  was  profound. 

The  close  of  the  first  decade  of  the  lOtli  ccntur^^ 
marked  a  decided  advance  in  the  condition  of  the  couutr}' 
generally,  and  of  Keene  in  many  particulars.  True,  its 
population  had  increased  by  only  one,  and  was  now  1,646 ; 
but  in  addition  to  the  two  large  brick  stores,  a  brick  hotel 
and  a  brick  bank,  two  large  wooden  stores  had  been 
erected  —  one  by  Noah  Cooke  where  E.  F.  Lane's  upper 
block  now  stands,  and  another  on  the  site  of  Gurnsej^'s 
block — besides  several  fine  residences^  of  wood,  and  other 
buildings.  Horses,  cattle  and  swine  still  ran  at  large  in 
the  streets  in  spite  of  b3'-laws  to  the  contrary;  and  ISIO 
was  one  of  those  years  when  certain  of  the  more  fastidious 
voters  made  a  spasmodic,  but  ineffectual  attempt  to  pre- 
vent the  practice.  It  was  not  until  nearh^  two  decades 
more  had  passed  that  that  nuisance  was  finally  abated. 

I  One,  in  1804,  by  \Vm.  Lamson  on  Wc^t  street,  still  st.TndinjT  and  occupjed 
hy  his  deseendant.<i ;  one  in  1  SOS  l,y  John  I'rentiss,  which  gave  place  to  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  Major  O.  O.  Dort  on  Court  street,  and  others  hi  yarioiis  parts 
of  the  tiMvn. 
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But  there  was  an  increased  air  of  refinement  and  tlirift  in 
the  well-kept  ])rcniiscs  and  tasteful  f^ardcns ;  the  farms 
were  better  and  more  extensively  cultivated,  and  from 
many  of  thcni  the  log-cabin  had  disa])])eared  and  the  framed 
house  had  taken  its  place.  Wheeled  vehicles  were  fast  com - 
inji^  into  use,  the  bridle  path  had  given  place  to  the  high- 
way, and  the  subject  of  transportation  was  very  generally 
agitated. 

The  Middlesex  canal  was  so  near  completion  in  the 
spring  of  1810  that  "Canal  Boats  have  begun  to  go  reg- 
ularly twice  a  week  from  the  landing  place  (Alms  House 
Wharf)  in  Boston  to  Nashua  village  in  Dunstable.  Goods 
and  produce  of  ^vcry  description  are  received  there  b}'  Mr. 
John  Lund,  who  forwards  them  by  boats  or  delivers  them 
to  the  owners."  The  freight  from  Boston  to  Nashua  was 
$4.50  per  ton ;  from  Nashua  to  Boston  $3.50.  The  next 
3'car  canals  were  built  around  the  falls  of  the  Merrimac 
river  so  that  navigation  by  boats  was  complete  from 
Boston  to  Concord,  N.  H. 

Previous  to  this  there  had  been  a  constant  succession 
of  teams  from  Vermont  and  the  Connecticut  valley,  many 
of  them  with  six  horses,  travelling  the  great  turnpikes 
through  Keene,  Jaffrey  and  New  Ipswich  to  and  from  Bos- 
ton ;  or  by  the  more  southern  route  through  Fitzwilliam 
and  Rindge.  Now  their  course  was  through  Dublin  and 
Peterboro  to  Nashua,  to  reach  the  canal. 

Changes  had  taken  place  in  business  in  town.  Abijah 
Foster,  who,  in  a  long  term  of  trade  and  tavern  keeping 
at  West  Keene,  had  become  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in 
town,  had  sold  out  to  Pond  &  Coolidge;  Isaac  Parker  & 
Co.  hatl  taken  the  brick  store  of  Ralston  &  Bond,  opposite 
ShirtlifTs  tavern ;  John  Wood  continued  the  business  of 
Mann  &  Wood,  taking  in  Aaron  Hall,  Jr.,  from  the  corner 
store,  while  James  Mann  opened  a  store  next  south  of 
Pierce's  tavern,  and  was  soon  succeeded  there  by  John 
Elliot  and  Shubael  Butterfield;  Sparhawk  &  Davis  had 
succeeded  John  G.  Bond  in  the  store  on  the  cast  side  of 
the  Square;  Eliphalet  Briggs  had  taken  the  cabinet  shop 
on  Prison  street,  just  north  of  the  meetinghouse,  and  car- 
ried on  the  business  for  many  3^ears  afterwards.  William 
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Dickinson  had  repaired  his  father's  fulling-mill  on  the  West- 
moreland road,  and  continued  the  clothier's  business  there. 

Dr.  Amos  Twitchcll  came  from  Marll>oro  early  in  1810 
and  took  rooms  in  the  .41be  Cad}-  house,  already  described. 
Dr.  Joseph  Wheeler  came  about  the  same  time  from  West- 
moreland and  took  "the  Widow  Sprag-ue's^  house."  Dr. 
Dan  Hough  came  in  November  of  the  same  year,  1810, 
and  took  rooms  in  Pierce's  ta^'ern.  Soon  afterwards,  for 
about  a  year,  he  was  a  partner  of  Dr.  Daniel  Adams;  and 
the  next  year  he  went  into  trade  with  Isaac  Parker. 

The  ten  highest  tax-payers  were  Y\^i!]iam  Wyman,  Abi- 
jah  Foster,  Stephen  Chase,  Daniel  Newcrsmb,  Daniel  Wat- 
son, Abel  Blake,  Noali  Cooke,  William  Lamson,  Ephraim 
Wright  and  Samuel  Dins  moor. 

iWidOTi-  of  Peleg  Spragtae,  now  the  Laton  Martin  house. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


WAR  OF  LSI 2. 
1X11—1815. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1811  the  town  'voted  its 
consent  "that  Thomas  Thompson  and  Thomas  Thomp- 
son, junior,  with  their  Farm  now  lying  in  Swanzey  may 
be  annexed  to  this  Town."  That  farm  lay  on  the  hill 
southeast  of  South  Kcenc,  since  known  as  the  "  Batcheller 
farm." 

In  1759,  as  alread\'  stated,  Keene  granted  to  certain 
persons  the  right  to  divert  the  waters  of  the  East  branch 
into  the  South  branch  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  water- 
power  at  what  has  since  been  known  as  Swanzey  Factory 
village.  Saw  and  grist  mills  had  been  operated  there  until 
1809,  when  Dr.  Daniel  Adams  bought  the  property  for  the 
Swanzej'  Factor3'  Comf)any,  then  al)Out  organizing.  In 
June,  1810,  that  companj'  was  incorporated,  with  a  capital 
of  $40,000,  for  the  purpose  of  "spinning  cotton  and  woolen 
yarn  or  weaving  the  same  into  cloth."  The  incorporators 
were  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Aquilla  Ramsdell,  Josiah  Wood- 
ward (of  Roxbury),  William  C.  Belding,  John  Thompson 
and  their  associates.  John  Elliot  and  Daniel  D.  Hatch 
w-ere  among  the  directors.  In  January,  1811,  the  corpor- 
ation bought  the  mills  and  privilege  and  soon  began 
making  cotton  yarn.  The  saw  and  grist  mills  and  a  black- 
smith's shop  were  also  operated  b3^the  company.  Albe  Cady 
was  clerk,  John  G.  Bond,  treasurer,  and  most  of  the  stock- 
holders were  Keene  men.  Power  looms  had  not  then  come 
into  use,  and  the  yarn  was  taken  by  families  —  usually 
through  merchants  who  held  stock  in  the  company  —  and 
woven  by  hand.  Years  afterwards  Appleton  &  Elliot  and 
John  Elliot  &  Co.  did  a  large  business  of  that  kind,  and 
nearh-  all  the  traders  in  town  dealt  more  or  less  in  that 
way.  Isaac  Parker  and  his  firm  of  Parker  &  Hough  were 
largeh'  interested.    Parker  had  a  shop  at  the  mills  for 
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making  cotton  and  woolen  machinery,  in  which  he  was  also 
largely  interested.  In  IS  13,  his  sliop,  containing  finishecl 
and  uniinished  uiachiner_v,  and  some  of  the  other  buildings 
were  burned  —  the  loss  of  about  $3,000  falling  chiefly  on 
Capt.  Parker. 

After  this  a  mill  was  built  and  furnished  with  machin- 
ery for  dressing  the  3-arn  and  weaving  it  into  cloth;  and 
for  many  years  Swanze_y  Factor3'  cotton  was  sold  at  the 
stores  in  Keene  and  elsewhere  and  was  a  favorite  article  of 
its  kind.i 

Nathan  Blake,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  the 
story  of  whose  capture  by  the  Indians  has  been  told,  died 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1811,  aged  ninetj'-nine  years  and  five 
months. 

The  state  of  affairs  between  the  United  States  and 
England  was  rapidly  approaching  war.  The  outrageous 
conduct  of  British  naval  officers  in  impressing  American 
seamen,  capturing  and  confiscating  our  merchant  vessels 
and  anno3dng  and  insulting  Americans  in  various  ways, 
had  become  so  exasperating  and  humiliating  that  it  could 
be  borne  no  longer.  Congress  was  called  together  in  No- 
vember, 1811 ;  the  regular  army  was  increased  to  35,000 
men;  and  the  president  was  authorized  to  raise  volunteers, 
to  strengthen  the  navv  and  to  borrow  monev. 

While  congress  was  still  in  session,  our  armv  under 
Gen.  Harrison,  sent  into  the  Indian  territory  simpiv  to 
negotiate  and  preserve  peace,  was  treacherously  attacked 
by  the  Indians  at  Tippecanoe  and  narrowlv  escaped  defeat; 
but  turned  the  battle  into  a  decisive  victory.-  It  was 
generally  believed  —  and  proof  was  not  wanting  —  that  the 
Indians  were  instigated  to  hostilities  by  the  British.  War 
was  soon  afterwards  declared  in  spite  of  a  somewhat 
formidable  opposition  to  that  measure  both  in  congress 
and  among  the  people. 

iln  1S4-8  the  mill  -svas  burned.  The  next  jear  the  tcraalm-ag  propcrtj-  of  the 
corporation  —  the  water  privilefre,  saw  and  Krist  mills,  two  dwelling'  houses  and 
a  shop  —  was  sold  to  Abel  Bowers  of  Ueoininsler,  KSass,,  and  the  ownershij)  of 
that  propertv  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  Keene  parties.  The  corporation  at  that 
time  coiKsisted  of  John  Wood,  A.  &  T.  Mall,  Lcfi  Willard,  Samuel  Dinsiiioor, 
Aaron  Appleton,  John  Elliot,  Samuel  Wood,  F.!i])halct  ISrisgs,  Samuel  Cooper 
and  Salma  Hale.  Mr.  Bowers  went  into  the  mauisfacture  oi  combs,  and  sold 
the  saw  and  grist  inills  to  Daniel  Thompson  and  Klbridgc  G.  Whitcomb  of 
Keene. 

2  The  Fourth  V.  S.  Infantrv,  in  which  were  several  Keene  and -other  Cheshire 
county  men,  was  in  Harrisoxi'.s  command  under  lA.  Col.  James  Miller. 
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In  May,  1812,  New  Hampshire  was  called  upon  for 
3,500  men.  \'olxinteers  resyjonded  promptly' and  IIk- quota 
was  soon  organized.  At  the  same  time  enHstments  were 
made  into  the  regular  army. 

The  following  ohituar\'  appeared  in  the  Sentinel  in 
1S12:  "Died,  May  5th  in  the  U.  S.  service  at  Vincennes, 
Indiana  Territory',  Josiah  Willard,  son  of  Lockhart  Wil- 
lard,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  who  for  his  gallant  behaviour  in 
the  late  action  near  the  Prophets  town,  highly  merited  the 
approbation  of  his  officers  and  country,  aged  28."  He 
was  a  son  of  Lockhart  and  Salome  (Reed)  Willard,  born 
in  Kcenc,  Jan.  31,  1784.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  James  Reed. 

Keene  was  well  represented  in  the  militia.  Samuel 
Dinsmoor  was  quartermaster  general  of  the  state,  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier  general,  and  his  fine  executive  ability  and 
earnest  support  of  the  administration  were  of  great 
advantage  in  preparing  the  troops  for  the  field.  Wni.  M. 
Bond,  late  captain  of  the  Ashuelot  Cavalrv,  was  major  of 
the  Second  battalion,  Twentieth  regiment,  and  Capt. 
Aaron  Hall,  Jr.,  had  been  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the 
Keene  Light  Infantry  by  Capt.  Horace  \Yells  and  he  by 
Capt.  Isaac  Parker. 

Shubael  Bntterficld  dissolved  his  partnership  in  business 
with  John  Elliot  and  ciccepted  an  appointment  as  lieuten- 
ant in  the  Fourth  United  States  Infantr}',  James  Wells,  the 
hatter,  son  of  Thomas  Wells,  was  appointed  lieutenant  in 
the  Eleventh  United  States  Infantr3%  and  both  opened 
recruiting  offices  at  Benoni  ShirtliflPs  tavern  in  Keene. 
Apparently  no  rolls  of  those  enlistments  have  been  pre- 
served, but  397  men  of  New  Hampshire's  quota  enlisted  in 
the  Eleventh  regiment,  many  of  them  from  Cheshire  count3% 
and  a  smaller  number  enlisted  in  the  Fourth.  Wells  was 
lieutenant  in  Capt.  Joseph  Griswold's  company-,  and  after 
the  consolidation  of  the  Eleventh  and  Twenty-first  regi- 
ments he  was  first  lieutenant  in  the  company  of  Capt. 
Richard  Burns.  Henry  S.,  son  of  Judge  Daniel  Newcomb, 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant. The  militia  was  not  called  out,  except  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery  sent  to  Portsmouth, 
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reinforced  in  July  hy  a  larger  detachment.  None  from  this 
part  of  the  state  was  sent  in  1812.  The  pay  of  the  United 
States  soldier  at  that  time  was  $5.00  ])er  month,  after- 
wards increased  to  $8.00. 

A  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Keene  and  of  Chesh- 
ire county  were  opposed  to  the  embargo  pohcy,  and  to  the 
measures  of  the  administration  incident  to  the  war.  The 
Federalists  complained  bitterly  of  mismanagement,  of  the 
burdensome  taxes  and  the.  accumulating  debts.  The  report 
of  Hull's  surrender  and  other  disasters  added  to  the  depres- 
sion and  intensified  the  opposition  to  the  course  of  the 
government. 

At  the  annual  election  in  March,  181.'^>,  Keene  cast  253 
votes  for  John  Taylor  Oilman,  the  Federal  candidate  for 
governor,  to  forty-five  for  William  Pluracr,  the  adminis- 
tration candidate.  In  Cheshire  comity  the  vote  was  3,622 
to  2,083.  At  the  national  election  in  November  the  vote 
was  still  stronger  against  the  administration  candidates, 
Keene  casting  272  votes  in  opposition,  to  thirt3--nine  in 
favor.    Cheshire  countj^  stood  4,431  to  2,761. 

Previous  to  this  change  in  political  sentiment,  in  1810, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor  had  been  elected  to  congress  by  the 
Democrats.  Being  well  known  as  an  honorable,  high- 
minded  man  and  popular  generally,  he  was  reelected  in 
1812,  notwithstanding  the  strong  majority  of  the  opposi- 
tion in  Keene  and  Cheshire  county. 

There  was  much  distress  and  irritation.  All  pleasure 
carriages  were  taxed  from  $2.00  to  $20.00  each,  according 
to  value ;  salt  twenty  cents  per  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds ; 
and  many  articles  were  similarly  burdened.  The  financial 
depression  was  serious  and  widespread,  causing  disastrous 
failures  among  merchants  and  business  men  and  embarrass- 
ment to  the  banks.  Among  those  to  suffer  in  that  wa^^ 
was  the  Cheshire  bank  of  Keene,  which  was  compelled  to 
close  its  doors  for  a  short  time.  Estimates  were  published 
of  the  cost  of  the  war  in  direct  taxes  for  the  j'ear  to  fol- 
low, 1814.  That  for  Keene  was  put  down  at  $9,879; 
Alstead,  $10,164;  Chesterfield,  $11,034;  Walpole.  $11,364; 
Westmoreland,  $11,622 ;  showing  that  in  valuation  at 
that  time  Keene  stood  below  the  four  towns  named,  while 
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Fitzwilliani,  Kiudgc,  Richmond  and  Winchester  stood  nearly 
as  hi^^h. 

The  n()n-im])ortation  laws  enconragcd  smuggling,  and 
there  w.'is  demoralization  and  inci])ient  sedition  —  so  much 
so  that  law-abiding  people  were  roused  to  stem  that  tide 
which  they  feared  might  undermine  our  institutions  and 
overthrow  our  government. 

Among  the  organizations  for  reform  was  the  Washing- 
ton Benevolent  Society'  for  the  encouragement  of  patriotism 
and  benevolence,  extending  throughout  the  country,  partic- 
ularly through  New  England.  The  national  society  had 
been  organized  in  New  York  city  on  the  12th  of  July, 
ISOS,  with  branches  extending  to  states,  counties  and 
towns.  There  was  a  ver\'  active  branch  in  Cheshire  county, 
and  a  sub-branch  in  nearly  ever\-  town.  The  Keene  society 
was  formed  in  February,  1812,  and  was  composed  of  the 
leading  people  of  the  town,  with  Albe  Cady  secretary 
until  he  became  secretar}'-  of  state  in  1814.  It  was  active 
and  vigorous,  and  continued  for  several  5'ears.  To  each 
member  upon  joining  was  given  a  small  volume,  3x5  inches, 
half  an  inch  thick,  containing  a  portrait  of  Washington,  a 
copv  of  his  farewell  address  and  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Some  of  those  curious  little  volumes  are 
still  in  existence.  The  county  society  celebrated  the  4th  of 
July  in  1S12,  at  Walpole,  in  a  ver^'  elaborate  manner.  A 
large  procession  of  members  marched  through  the  streets 
with  banners  and  a  band  of  music,  preceded  by  seventy 
young  ladies  in  white,  led  by  Miss  Hayes,  preceptress  of 
the  academy,  listened  to  an  oration  and  then  sat  down  to 
a  dinner  on  the  common,  which  closed  with  toasts  and 
speeches.  Col.  Carter  of  Marlboro,  Col.  Fisk  of  Chester- 
held,  Major  Bond  of  Keene  and  other  rnilitar\'^  officers  were 
the  marshals.  On  the  same  day  Daniel  Webster  delivered 
an  oration  before  the  society  at  Portsmouth.  The  next 
year  there  was  a  similar  celebration  of  Independence  Day 
by  the  societ_v  in  Keene.  There  was  an  oration  by  Phineas 
Cooke  and  a  dinner  in  a  bower  in  front  of  the  court- 
house. The  procession  marched  from  Fish's  tavern  (form- 
erly Pierce's)  under  the  marshalship  of  Dr.  Daniel  Adams, 
assisted  by  Capt,  Isaac  Parker  and  others. 
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The  influence  of  those  societies,  with  their  patriotic 
meetings  and  Fourth  of  July  celebrations,  aroused  the  loy- 
alty and  stimulated  the  martial  spirit  of  the  people  in  spite 
of  the  political  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  adminis- 
tration. That  martial  spirit  brought  about  a  muster  here 
in  September,  1813,  of  the  Sixth,  Twelfth,  Twentieth  and 
Twenty-eighth  regiments  of  tlie  Fifth  brigade,  numbering 
about  3,000  men,  reviewed  by  Brig.  C^en.  Hastings.  The 
field  was  the  plain  above  Sand  hill,  one  mile  west  of  the 
Square,  on  which  there  were  no  buildings  at  that  time. 
Besides  the  infantr3''  of  the  line,  each  regiment  had  two 
companies  of  cavalr}-,  two  of  light  infantry  and  one  of 
artillery  —  twenty  companies  in  full  uniform.  In  the  after- 
noon all  marched  through  the  streets  of  the  village  and 
performed  various  evolutions,  with  firing.  The  day  was 
fine  and  the  warlike  spectacle  was  enjoyed  by  thousands 
of  people. 

The  appetite  for  such  displays  had  been  whetted  by 
what  took  place  a  few  weeks  previous.  The  government 
collected  a  force  of  5,000  men  at  Burlington,  Yt.,  under 
Gen.  Hampton,  with  a  view  to  an  advance  on  Montreal. 
About  the  20th  of  June,  Col.  John  Darrington  marched 
through  Keene  with  the  Fourth  United  States  Infantrv  to 
join  that  force.  He  encamped  his  regiment  on  the  north  side 
of  Fisher  brook,  east  side  of  the  turrspike,  a  little  more  than 
a  mile  north  of  the  Square;  and  it  remained  there  several 
da\'s  and  attracted  much  attention.  A  tavern  was  kept  b3' 
the  "  Widow  Leonard  "  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  turnpike, 
since  known  as  the  Kate  T3der  place.  Two  of  the  men 
died  in  that  camp,  Ebenczer  Prescott  and  Leonard  Jenkins, 
both  from  Maine,  and  were  buried  near  the  camp.  Lieut. 
Butterfield,  and  the  men  enlisted  b\-  him  from  Keene  and 
other  towns,  belonged  to  that  regiment,  but  the  rolls  have 
not  been  preserved  and  it  is  impossible  to  designate  them. 

Commodore  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  Erie  in  September, 
1813,  and  other  successes,  served  to  stimulate  the  patri- 
otism and  martial  spirit  of  the  people.  Li  Februar\',  1814, 
a  large  number  of  carpenters  passed  through  Keene  on 
their  waj-  to  Lake  Champlain,  to  build  the  vessels  with 
which  McDonougli  won  his  victor \'  on  those  waters. 


358 


HISTORY  OF  KEENB. 


During  the  suiniiicr  of  1S14,  British  war  vessels  lay  off 
the  New  Hanii)sliire  coast,  and  ca])tured  and  burned  many 
co.'isting  vessels;  ;m(]  the  admiral  declared  the  whole  east- 
ern coast  in  a  state  of  blockade.  There  was  great  alarm 
at  Portsmouth  and  other  New  England  ports,  and  the 
excitement  sj)read  throughout  the  states. 

In  August,  a  British  squaxJron  sailed  up  Chesapeake  bay 
and  landed  a  force  of  5,000  trooyjs,  which  advanced  on 
Washington,  burned  the  public  buildings  and  man}'  of  the 
government  archives,  and  withdrew  immolested.  That 
dastardh'  act  of  the  British  and  the  still  more  dastardly' 
cowardice  of  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  militia  under  Gen. 
Winder,  who  permitted  it,  roused  the  people  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  brought  the  administration  hosts  of  friends 
and  caused  thousands  to  rall}-^  to  the  defence  of  the  nation. 

in  New  Hampshire,  Gov.  Gilraan,  "yielding  to  the 
demands  of  the  people,"  ordered  detachments  from  twenty 
regiments  of  militia  to  march  immediateh'  to  the  defence 
of  Portsmouth.  Two  days  later  he  ordered  the  whole 
militia  force  of  the  state,  infantry-,  cavalry  and  artillery, 
"to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's 
w-arning;"  and  directed  seventeen  companies  from  the  regi- 
ments on  the  eastern  border  of  the  state  to  march  at  once 
to  Portsmouth.  The  orders  were  obcA'ed  with  alacrity, 
w^hole  companies  volunteering  where  only  detachments 
were  called  for.  The  Keene  Light  Infantry,  Capt.  Isaac 
Parker,  and  the  Ashuelot  Cavalry',  Capt.  Justus  Perry, 
offered  their  services  and  stood  ready  to  march  with  full 
ranks.  Companies  of  volunteers  from  those  who  were 
exempt  by  law  were  formed  in  man\'  of  the  towns,  under 
experienced  oiSccrs,  and  offered  their  services  for  the  defence 
of  the  state. 

At  Portsmouth,  the  troops  were  organized  into  a  bri- 
gade under  Brig.  Gen.  John  Montgomery  of  Haverhill,  con- 
sisting of  five  regiments  and  one  battahon  of  infantry,  and 
one  battalion  of  artillery.  Lt.  Col.  Nat.  Fisk  of  West- 
moreland commanded  the  First  regiment,  in  wdiich  were 
the  companies  of  Capt.  Nathan  Glidden  of  Unity,  and  Capt. 
Oliver  Warren  (residence  not  given).  Capt.  Gliddcn's  com- 
pany was  composed  chiefly  of  Cheshire  county  men,  and  in 
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Capt.  Warren's  company  were  Samuel  C.  Thayer,  ser- 
geant, and  Daniel  A.  Carpenter,  Justus  Chapin,  John 
Foster,  Edmund  C.  Mason,  Shubael  Ph'mpton,  Henr}' 
Wheeler  1  and  Amos  Wood,  privates,  on  the  roll  as  from 
Keene,  and  Daniel  Allen  2  of  Surrj-  —  all  enlisted  for  three 
months. 

Lt.  Col.  John  Steele,  of  Peterboro,  commanded  the 
Second  regiment,  with  John  H.  Fuller,  afterwards  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Keene,  adjutant.  Capt.  James  M.  Warner 
of  Acworth,  commanded  one  of  the  companies,  composed 
almost  wholh-  of  Cheshire  county  men.  Among  them  were 
Josiah  Colon\-,  Jehiel  Day,  Zebadiah  "Ke3's,"  George  Met- 
calf,  Isaac  Miller,  Jr.,  and  Asa  Wares,  Jr.,  from  Keene. 
About  fifty  men  went  from  the  Twentieth  regiment  at  this 
time,  the  detachment  assembling  at  Keene  and  starting 
for  Portsmouth  on  the  17th  of  September,  1814.  Every 
man  was  given  a  dinner  and  had  his  canteen  lilled.  Some 
of  the  towns  sent  wagons  to  carry  their  men.  On  the  28th 
a  second  detachment  of  about  fortj'  men  from  the  same 
regiment  marched  from  Keene,  and  were  treated  with  the 
same  hospitality. 

Capt.  Reuben  Marsh  of  Chesterfield,  commanded  a 
compan3^  of  Cheshire  and  Sullivan  county  men ;  Capt. 
William  Gregg  of  Antrim  and  Capt.  Silas  Call  (residence 
not  given)  also  had  many  Cheshire  countv  men  in  their 
companies ;  and  Capt.  Josiah  Bellows  of  Walpole,  com- 
manded one  of  the  companies  of  artiller^^  His  men  were 
mostl3'  from  Walpole  and  Charlestown. 

At  Portsmouth,  the  governor  took  command  in  person. 
British  cruisers  la^^  off  the  harbor  with  the  intention  of 
destroying  the  navy  j^ard  and  Portsmouth,  but  finding  a 
large  force,  well  stationed  for  defence,  the}'  abandoned 

1  Henry  Wheeler  w.t.s  from  Nelson, 

2  Mrs.  Deid.-irtiia  .Allen,  widow  of  tliis  Daniel  Allen,  still  lives  in  Keene  (lf*99), 
in  the  small  brick  honsc  just  beyond  where  Col.  D.-irring^ton"?  rejjirtseiit  cnctmped, 
and  draws  her  pension  irom  the  United  States  ffovernment.  She  was  born  in 
ISOO,  and  when  she  was  ruarried,  at  the  .igc  of  sc^'entccti  —  then  living  in  Surry 
—  she  came  to  Kec-ne  and  boujrht  ;iU  the  cotton  cloth  there  was  in  town  —  forty 
yards  —  and  paid  forty-two  cents  a  yard.  Her  bed  ticking  cost  fiftv  cents  a 
yard.  (This  from  her  own  lips.)  .Allen  was  afterw.'irds  a  captaiti  in  the  militia 
and  came  to  Keene  to  live. 

3  The  above  are  all  the  names  of  men  from  Keene  found  in  the  ad.fut.mt  ,i;en- 
eral's  reports,  bnt  David  Heaton.  BarziUai  Wheeler,  and  sever.al  .)ther  Keene 
men  are  reported  by  their  descendants  and  others  to  have  been  soldiers  in  that 
war.  Wheeler  enlisted  at  Keene  in  1812,  tinder  I.ieut.  F.iitterfield,  was  made  a 
sergeant  and  orderly  for  Gen.  Macomb,  and  served  throtisb  the  War. 
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their  ])laii  and  left  this  jtart  of  the  coast. i  In  X<jvcml>cr, 
1814,  the  troops  were  dischar^^jcd,  without  j)ay,  and  most 
of  them  had  to  heir  tlieir  way  home;  but  tlie  Chesliire 
county  Tuen  were  paid  in  December,  at  Sumner's  tavern  in 
Keene. 

The  men  from  Keene  in  the  rcg'ular  army  were  engaged 
in  some  of  tlic  most  imjiortant  service.  At  the  l)attles  of 
Chippewa  and  Lund}  's  Lane  the  Eleventh  regiment  greatly 
distinguished  itself,  and  Daniel  Billings  of  Keene  was  killed 
in  the  attack  on  Fort  Erie.  Lieut.  James  Wells  of  that 
regiment  had  been  ])romoted  to  captain.  Zenas  Ixbour- 
veau,  of  Keene,  of  the  same  regiment,  had  died  at  Burling- 
ton, Vt.,  the  year  before.  Charles  Tolman,  of  Keene,  had 
enlisted  as  a  private,  was  promoted  to  ensign  and  after- 
wards to  lieutenant  in  the  Sixth  regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  James  Miller.  That  regiment  also  greatly  distin- 
guished itself  in  the  battles  above  named;  and  both  that 
regiment  and  the  Fourth,  in  which  were  Lieut.  Butterfield 
and  his  men,  and  William  Vose,  afterwards  of  Keene,  were 
in  the  fight  at  Piattsburg. 

Those  victories  closed  the  war  in  the  North.  A  treaty 
of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent  in  December,  ISl-i,  but  Gen. 
Jackson  had  the  opportunitj'  to  win  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans  before  the  news  reached  this  countr^^  The  account 
of  that  battle,  fought  on  the  8th  of  January,  1815,  did 
not  reach  Keene  until  the  10th  of  February. 

The  war  had  been  an  expensive  one  for  the  country  at 
that  time,  and  the  burden  of  taxes  and  debt  was  exceed- 
ingly heav}'  on  the  people  and  caused  bitter  complaint. 
New  Hampshire's  proportion  of  the  debt  was  $3,226,445; 
that  of  Keene,  $2G,908;  Alstead,  $29,392;  Walpole,  $36,- 
491;  Westmoreland,  $28,305;  Chesterfield,  $26,618.  Rev- 
enue taxes  were  collected  on  all  iron  and  leather  and  the 
manufactures  of  the  same;  on  paper,  beer,  tobacco,  can- 
dles and  almost  ever\'  article  in  use;  and  to  enforce  the 
collection  propert}'  was  often  seized  and  sold  by  the  sheriff. 

In  consequence  of  those  hardships  the  opposition  to 

'After  the  v.-Rr  a  British  officer  told  Col.  Walhach  of  our  army  that  they 
had  made  every  y rraujrtmtiit  to  destroy  the  navy  yard  and  the  town  ;  that  he 
went  «p  the  I'iscataway  disjftiised  as  a  fisherman  and  found  so  many  troop."!, 
so  weii  posted,  that  upon  his  report  the  British  commander  abandoned  the 
projeet  of  a.ttackinK. 
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the  course  of  the  administration  was  strong  and  violent. 
President  Madison  was  denounced  as  an  imbecile,  and  the 
Sentinel  and  other  Federalist  papers  called  upon  him  to 
resign.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1S15  Keeiie  cast  273  votes 
for  Oilman,  the  opposition  candidate  for  governor,  to  fift}^- 
three  for  William  Plumer,  the  administration  candidate. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  chapter,  Keene  made 
a  stead}'  growth  in  population,  business  and  wealth,  not- 
withstanding the  adverse  effects  of  the  war.  In  1811 
Capt.  Wm.  WN-man  built  the  present  hospital  building  — 
then  the  finest  house  in  town  —  for  his  own  residence,  but 
died  before  it  was  completed.  His  brick  store  was  sold  the 
next  3^ear  to  Capt.  Isaac  f^arker ;  and  the  firm  of  Parker 
&  Hough  moved  into  it  in  the  spring  of  1S13.  They  were 
succeeded  in  the  brick  store  on  the  w^est  side  by  Phineas 
Fiske  &  Co.,  who  came  here  from  Chesterfield  in  1814. 

In  December,  1S12,  the  town  of  Roxbur^^  was  incorpo- 
rated, formed  of  territory  taken  frojn  the  towns  of  Keene, 
Packersfield  and  Marlboro,  notwithstanding  the  earnest 
protests  which  were  sent  to  the  legislature  l.>y  the  inhabi- 
tants of  those  towns.  An  area  of  1,472  acres  of  land  and 
fifteen  or  more  families  were  taken  from  Keene,  and  the 
North  branch  was  made  the  line  ])etween  the  two  towns 
for  a  considerable  part  of  the  distance. 

In  the  fall  of  1812,  Justus  Perry  came  from  Marlboro 
and  the  next  spring  took  "the  large  Store  Building  oppo- 
site the  meetinghouse"  —  on  the  east  side  of  the  Square, 
previously  occupied  by  Sparhawk  &  Davis,  successors  to 
John  G.  Bond  —  and  carried  on  a  successful  business  there 
for  many  years.  In  1814,  Aaron  Appleton  came  from  Dub- 
lin to  Keene  and  with  John  Elliot  formed  the  firm  of  Apple- 
ton  &  Elliot.  They  bought,  of  Capt.  Josiah  Richardson, 
the  present  Elliot  comer  —  about  twenty-three  square  rods, 
"  with  the  store  thereon  standing,"  then  occupied  hy  Daniel 
D.  Hatch  &  Co.  The  consideration  was  $2,000.  They 
immediately  took  possession  and  established  a  business 
which  w^as  carried  on  very  successfulh'  for  a  long  term  of 
years.   In  1815  the  old,  one-stor}'  wooden  structure ^  was 

'Dca.  Adolph-ns  Wright  moved  the  old  store  to  Court  street,  ^herc  Don  H. 
Woodward,  Esq.,  now  lives  OOOO),  uddeci  another  storv,  .Tnd  it  was  occtjpied 
by  him  and  others  as  a  dwclHn{r  until  1S91,  when  Mr.  Woodward  built  his 
present  house.  It  was  then  bou;sht  bv  Mr.  John  15.  Heald  and  moved  to  Wood- 
bum  street.  No.  37,  and  is  occupied  ai  a  dweUing  (1S90>. 
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removed,  and  the  firm  built  the  present  briek  l)uil(ling, 
tlien  two  stories  high.  The  entrance  to  the  printing  office 
and  bookstore,  which  moved  into  the  chambers  the  3'ear 
after  it  was  bnilt,  was  hy  stairs  rising  from  the  northeast 
corner  on  the  north  side  of  the  building.  In  1813,  John 
Wood  and  Capt.  Aaron  Hall  took  in  Timoth3'  Hall,  from 
Connecticut,  a  distant  relative  of  Capt.  Aaron,  forming  the 
noted  firm  of  A.  &  T.  Hall,  on  the  site  of  Buffum's  block, 
which  continued  for  nearW  fifty  years.  John  Wood's  name 
did  not  appear,  but  he  was  "the  financial  and  substantial 
member  of  the  concern."  Their  chief  business  was  that  of 
druggists  and  apothecaries,  but  they  also  kept  a  general 
assortment  of  goods. 

In  addition  to  the  five  principal  and  very  substantial 
firms  named  alcove,  there  was  the  usual  complement  of 
smaller  shops — jewelers,  hatters,  tailors,  shoemakers, 
blacksmiths  and  others,  all  of  which  did  a  thriving  busi- 
ness in  manufacturing  by  hand  and  selling  their  wares. 
Jesse  Corbett  was  for  a  long  term  of  years  the  principal 
jeweler  in  Keene,  axid  a  noted  captain  of  the  Keene  Light 
Infantry.  He  followed  Luther  Smith,  who  still  made 
clocks,  in  the  store  next  south  of  A.  &  T.  Hall,  sold  mili- 
tary goods,  gold  and  silver  lace,  plumes,  tassels,  etc.,  and 
tickets  in  the  "Harvard  College  Lottery."  The  Keene 
Bookstore  also  sold  tickets  in  the  "Union  Canal  Lottery," 
a  scheme  to  save  Boston  from  deterioration  after  the  war 
"and  make  it  advance  like  New  York,"  by  utilizing  the 
inland  waters  of  New  England  by  canals  running  to  that 
city. 

In  1812,  A.  &  A.  Wilder  (Abijah,  Jr.,  and  his  brother 
Azel)  were  in  the  cabinet  and  wheelwright  business  and 
making  chairs,  looms,  cheese-presses,  etc.,  "at  their  shop 
two  hundred  rods  nortli  of  the  meetinghouse  in  Keene,  on 
the  Turnpike."  1  In  1815  they  dissolved,  Abijah,  Jr.,  con- 
tinuing the  cabinet  and  sleigh-making  business  at  the  old 
stand,  and  Azel  going  with  the  wheelhead  and  wheelwright 
business  to  his  "  Factory  one  hundred  rods  west  of  the 
meeting  house,  near  Faulkner  &  Colony's  mills."  Thomas 
F.  Ames  resumed  the  saddler}'  business  at  the  old  stand  of 

1  Believed  to  lic  the  btiildiu}^'  now  i;no\vn  as  the  Old  Stm  Tavern. 
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Willard  &  Ames.  John  Towns,  .vho  built  the  brick  house 
next  south  of  the  Eagle  Hotel  and  severnl  others  in  town, 
and  Aaron  Davis,  who  afterward  bnilt  shops  and  an  iron 
foundry  at  South  Keene,  were  blacksmiths  together,  their 
shop  standing  just  north  of  the  bank.  When  James  Wells, 
the  hatter,  went  into  the  arni}-,  he  was  succeeded  by  Isaac 
Wells  and  Silas  Walworth,  and  thev  by  Thomas  Shaplcy, 
who  for  many  3'ears  carried  on  a  successful  wholesale  and 
retail  business  in  the  manufactiare  of  "hats  and  ladies  fur 
bonnets,  next  door  North  of  the  Bank." 

Gilbert  Mellen  had  left  the  old  Ralston  tavern  about 
1809  and  bought  the  house  next  north  of  the  Wyman 
tavern  on  Main  street  and  kept  public  house  there  for  two 
years.  He  then  exchanged  places  with  William  Pierce  and 
took  the  former  Edwards  tavern.  He  was  succeeded  there 
for  a  short  time  by  Nathan  Fish,  then  by  Salem  Sumner, 
who  came  from  Brattleboro  and  kept  the  house  until  1820. 
Pierce  kept  the  house  he  had  of  Mellen  a  short  time,  but 
soon  died,  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  That  house  was  after- 
wards burned.  Col.  Abraham  Wheeler  died  in  1814,  and 
Josiah  Sawyer,  of  Swanzey,  who  had  married  his  daugh- 
ter, succeeded  him  in  what  is  still  known  as  the  Sawyer 
tavern,  two  miles  west  of  the  Square.  In  1815,  Ithamar 
Chase,  father  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  who  had  married 
Jeanette,  daughter  of  Alexander  Ralston,  and  was  adminis- 
trator of  the  Ralston  estate,  came  here  from  Cornish  with 
his  famih-  and  took  the  tavern  and  kept  it  till  he  died,  in 
1817.  Daniel  Day  still  kept  his  public  house  on  the  Chesh- 
ire turnpike;  Henry  Goodnow  one  on  the  third  New  Hamp- 
shire turnpike,  on  the  former  Benjamin  Archer  place; 
Stephen  Chase  one  on  the  same  turnpike,  where  his  descend- 
ants still  live;  and  the  Widow  Leonard  one  at  the  junction 
of  the  two  turnpikes,  as  alread\-  stated. 

During  this  period  a  post  route  was  established  from 
Concord  through  Weare,  Deering,  Hancock  and  Packers- 
field  to  Keene  and  return,  which  continued  till  after  1830. 

In  1814,  four-horse  coaches  were  put  on  which  ran 
from  Boston  by  the  Concord  and  New  Ipswich  route  to 
Keene,  Rutland  and  Burlington,  and  return.  Thej  arrived 
in  Keene  from  both  directions  Monda}-,  Wednesday  and 
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Friday  evenings  and  left  next  morning,  running  through 
1)ct\^een  Keene  and  Boston  in  one  day.  The  arrival  and 
departure  of  those  stages,  and  others  at  the  same  time, 
were  the  great  events  of  the  day,  and  Ijrought  many  peo- 
ple to  the  stage  house.  In  1815,  an  extra  coach  was  .added 
that  ran  from  Keene  to  Boston  every  Monday,  returning 
on  Saturda3',  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  wished  to  spend 
several  days  in  the  city. 

Previous  to  his  election  to  congress,  Samuel  Dinsmoor 
had  taken  as  partner  Booz  Atherton,  a  young  law3'er  from 
Westmoreland,  and  when  Mr.  Dinsmoor  went  to  Washing- 
ton, Atherton  took  his  place  as  postmaster  and  held  the 
office  imtil  1813,  when  Joseph  Buffum  was  appointed  and 
Atherton  returned  to  W'estmoreland.  In  1813,  William 
Gordon  had  a  law  office  over  A.  &  T.  Hall's  store.  In 
1814,  Levi  Chamberlain  came  here,  a  young  lawyer,  and 
had  an  office  where  the  south  wing  of  the  Cheshire  House 
now  stands.  He  and  Foster  Alexander  formed  the  law  firm 
of  Alexander  &  Chamberlain.  Chamberlain  afterwards 
spent  several  years  in  practice  at  Fitzwilliam.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1812,  a  long,  narrow  building  on  the  west  side  of 
Main  street,  where  the  Kingsbury  building  and  Lamson 
block  now  stand,  owned  jointl}^  by  Abijah  Kingsbury  and 
William  Lamson,  senior,  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Kingsbury, 
with  a  large  shoemaking  business,  Samuel  Wood,  baker, 
and  other  shops,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Each  owner  rebuilt 
separately ;  and  Mr.  Kingsbury  continued  his  business  on 
the  second  floor  of  his  building.  For  more  than  seventy 
years  he  and  his  sons,  Charles  and  George,  and  his  son-in- 
law,  George  Rising,  carried  on  business  on  that  spot,  and 
the  property  is  still  owned  (1901)  by  his  descendants. 
William  Lawrence  took  the  lower  floor  of  Kingsbury's 
building  with  the  morocco-dressing  business,  employing 
manjr  hands  and  advertising  for  20,000  pounds  of  sumac 
and  10,000  sheepskins. 

In  July,  1813,  a  remarkable  freshet  occurred.  The 
streams  in  this  vicinity  were  swollen  to  a  height  never 
before  known,  and  dams,  mills  and  bridges  were  carried 
away.  In  August  of  the  same  3'ear,  a  destructive  hail- 
storm passed  through  Cheshire  county,  with  the  centre  a 
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little  north  of  Keeiie.  Great  damage  was  done  to  tlie 
growing  crops  and  much  glass  was  Ijroken.  "Hailstones 
an  inch  and  a  quarter  in  diameter  fell  here  in  Kcene,  and 
the  next  morning  the  ground  was  covered  with  them  three 
inches  deep."    (New  Hampshire  Sentinel.) 

For  many  years,  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts 
had  been  kept  at  Walpole,  but  in  1S13,  by  order  of  the 
court  it  was  removed  to  Keene;  and  Salma  Hale,  Esq.,  the 
clerk,  took  up  his  residence  here. 

In  the  spring  of  1813,  Miss  C.  Aid  rich  opened  a  private 
school  "in  the  Bank  Hall,"  and  taught  several  terms  — 
sometimes  in  other  buildings. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1814,  Miss  Catherine  Fiske  opened 
her  celebrated  school  in  the  brick  house  built  by  John  G. 
Bond  —  now  the  residence  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Thayer  —  which 
Miss  Fiske  afterwards  bought.  To  aid  in  giving  assur- 
ance of  the  high  character  of  the  school  Mrs.  Daniel  New- 
comb  was  associated  with  her  at  first,  but  the  next  yta.r 
a  Miss  Reed  joined  her,  followed  two  years  later  by  Miss 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Hon.  Peleg  Spragne,  and  other 
teachers  were  emplo^-ed.  Music  and  Freucli  were  Miss 
Sprague's^  especial  branches.  It  was  primaril3'  a  young 
ladies'  boarding  school,  and  was  called  a  "  Female  Semi- 
nary," but  pupils  of  both  se.xes  were  admitted  from  families 
in  town,  and  it  numbered  sometimes  as  high  as  eighty  to 
one  hundred.  The  school  was  well  equipped  and  nearh'  all 
branches  of  learning  wei'e  taught,  "  including  drawing  and 
painting  in  their  various  branches,  and  plain  and  orna- 
mental needlework."  Miss  Fiske  advertised  that:  "Strict 
attention  will  be  paid  to  the  improvement  of  young  ladies 
and  to  their  manners  and  their  morals."  "A  Mantua- 
maker  and  Milliner  will  be  provided  for  those  who  wish 
to  employ  them."  Miss  Fiske  was  a  remarkabh'  efficient 
and  successful  teacher,  and  her  school,  which  continued  for 
about  thirty  years,  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  in  the 
country.  Pupils  came  to  her  from  nearly  ever\^  state  in  the 
Union.  After  the  first  few  years,  and  until  her  death,  the 
school  was  managed  solely  by  Miss  Fiske. 

*  Tbe  piano  used  was  the  first  bronght  to  Kecrie  and  is  still  in  the  family  of 
her  cousin,  George  Carfjenter  of  Swanzey.  Another  of  the  pianos  used  in  thnt 
school  is  sTill  in  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Tilden,  whose  wife  had  been 
a  pupil  there. 
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Early  in  1814,  from  causes  already  stated  and  after 
the  ptibject  Iiad  l)ecn  agitated  for  several  years,  a  corpora- 
tion was  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  glass  in  Keene, 
called  the  New  Hampshire  Glass  Factory.  The  principal 
stockholders  were  John  Elliot,  Daniel  Bradford,  Daniel 
Watson,  John  Hatch,  Nathaniel  Sprague  and  other  citizens 
of  Keene;  and  Aaron  Appleton  and  Capt.  Timothy  Twit- 
chell  came  from  Dublin  about  that  time  and  became  very 
active  in  the  business.  A  building  90x60  feet,  with  20-foot 
posts  and  40-foot  rafters,  was  erected  where  the  county 
jail  now  stands,  and  houses  were  built  for  the  workmen. 
Col.  Lawrence  Schoolcraft,  a  veteran  of  the  Revolution, 
who  had  commanded  a  regiment  in  the  war  just  then 
closing,  and  had  been  manager  of  glass  works  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  was  appointed  superintendent.  C3'linder  window 
glass  was  the  principal  product  at  first,  the  sizes  being 
chiefly  0x8,  7x9  and  SxlO,  though  the  latter  size  was  too 
large  for  popular  use  at  that  time.  The  business  was 
profitable  at  first,  and  furnished  a,  market  for  large  quan- 
tities of  wood,  ashes  and  other  farm  products,  and  gave 
emplo3'ment  of  various  kinds  to  a  large  number  of  men. 
The  company  also  carried  on  a  large  potash  business,  the 
l)uilding  standing  at  the  top  of  the  rise  on  Washington 
street,  east  of  the  factors,  long  known  as  "  Potash  hill," 
when  it  was  longer  and  steeper  than  at  present. 

The  successive  clerks  of  tlie  corporation  ^  for  the  first 
several  years  were  Timothy  Twitchell,  John  Elliot,  John 
Prentiss  and  Nathaniel  Sprague;  the  treasurers  were  Tim- 
othy Twitchell,  John  Elliot  and  Nathaniel  Sprague;  the 
agents  were  Col.  Schoolcraft,  John  Hatch,  Nathaniel 
Sprague  and  Charles  Carter.  In  1S15,  W^atson,  Twitchell 
and  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  son  of  the  superintendent,  with- 
drew from  the  corporation  and  started  the  manufacture 
of  flint  glass  tumblers,  decanters,  etc.,  on  Marlboro  street. 
The  next  year  Watson  withdrew  and  Twitchell  and  School- 
craft continued  the  business  and  opened  "  a  store  and 
warehouse  at  the  Red  House  (the  old  tavern  of  Dr.  Ziba 
Hall,  and  of  Aaron  and  Luther  Eames)  one  door  north  of 

'The  name  of  the  eorpor.'ition  whs  ch-inged  some  years  afterwards  to  New 
Harap^bire  GL-i.ss  Cf>.,  and  later  to  Keene  Window  Glass  Co.  Their  advertise- 
ments sometimes  called  for  20,000  bushels  of  ashes. 
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ShirtlifTs  tavern."  The  firm  was  afterwards  Schoolcraft 
&  Sprague.  In  1S17,  their  busiuess  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Justus  Perr^',  who  put  np  a  large  stone  liuilding  on 
Marlboro  street  and  did  an  extensive  business  in  the  man- 
ufacture and  sale  of  bottles  and  other  kinds  of  flint  glass 
ware. 

But  the  treat\-  of  peace  removed  the  embargo  and 
admitted  foreign  goods  almost  free  of  duty,  causing  a  sad 
depression  of  nearly  all  manufacturing  in  the  countrv. 
The  property  and  busiuess  of  the  New  Hampshire  Glass 
Company  passed  into  the  hands  of  Appleton  &  Elliot  and 
years  afterwards  they  and  their  successors,  John  Elliot  & 
Co.,  made  it  exceedinglv  profitable. 

The  demoralization  of  public  sentiment,  produced  by 
conflicting  opinions  concerning  the  war,  corruption  in 
politics,  and  other  deleterious  influences,  was  so  great  that 
the  good  people  of  Keene  and  Cheshire  county,  and  of 
New  England  generalh',  were  alarmed  for  the  safetj-  of 
religion  and  morals ;  and  action  was  taken  very  exten- 
sively to  counteract  those  influences.  In  November,  1814, 
a  convention  of  delegates  from  most  of  the  towns  of  the 
county  was  held  at  the  courthouse,  Noah  Cooke,  presi- 
dent, and  Rev.  Gad  Newell  of  Nelson,  clerk,  to  take  such 
action  as  should  arouse  the  people  to  greater  moral, 
religious  and  political  integrity.  Resolutions  were  passed 
recommending  the  formation  of  societies  in  the  towns  for 
the  promotion  of  a  more  strict  and  general  observance  of 
the  Sabbath;  greater  efl!iciency  in  the  enforcetnent  of  the 
laws;  that  the  towns  choose  men  of  the  highest  character 
and  standing  for  t^'thiugraen ;  and  resolved  that  the  war 
was  a  chastisement  of  God  upon  a  sinful  and  rebellious 
people  —  particularh'  for  their  profanation  of  the  sanctity- 
of  the  Sabbath.  In  December,  1814,  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates from  twentv-four  towns  in  the  county  was  held  at 
Walpole,  Oliver  West,  president,  and  Phineas  Handerson, 
secretary,  which  i^asscd  resolutions  in  opposition  to  the 
war  and  chose  Hon.  Benjamin  West  of  Charlestown  dele- 
gate to  the  convention  to  be  held  at  Hartford, ^  to  take 

1  The  celebrated  Hartford  convention,  held  later  in  the  same  mouth.  West 
said  he  would  go,  because  the  Southern  people  threatened  to  hang  every  dclefrate 
■who  appeared  there,  and  he  %vas^  old  and  ■n-onld  not  deprive  the  state  of  a  more 
useful  citizen. 
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furtlier  action  of  the  same  tciior.  Similar  action  was  taken 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  New  England.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  of  the  Keene  convention  a 
county  society  was  formed  called  the  General  Monadnock 
Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Morals.  Noah  Cooke  was 
president,  Col.  Joseph  Frost  of  Marlboro,  vice  president, 
and  Rev.  Seth  Payson  of  Kindge,  secretary.  The  tything- 
men  of  Keene  published  the  following:  — 

"NOTICE  TO  THE  PUBLIC! 

"Wc  the  TYTHINGMEN  of  Keene,  according  to  our 
oath,  will  inform  of  and  prosecute  all  offenders  against  the 
L.4WS  for  the  better  observance  of  the  vSARBATH  within 
our  knowledge;  and  also  do  request  all  JUSTICES  of  the 
PEACE  and  SELECTMEN,  who  are  under  the  same  oath, 
to  give  their  aid  and  assistance  in  so  laudable  an  under- 
taking. 

"Abijah  Wilder,  Samuel  Rassett,  Abel  Blake." 

The  tythingmen  of  other  towns  took  similar  action 
and  those  of  Rindge,  Jalfrey,  New  Ipswich,  Ashb\%  Ash- 
burnham  and  Winchendon  met  at  Rindge  and  issued  an 
address  to  the  people  calling  upon  them  to  "preserve  the 
religion,  morals  and  laws  of  the  country." 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  Keene  chose  Abijah  Wilder, 
Samuel  Bassett,  Abel  Blake,  Elijah  Carter,  Ebenezer  Clark, 
John  Prentiss  and  Elijah  Parker,  t3'thingmen.  They  and 
the  selectmen  held  meetings  and  joined  in  notifying  the 
public  that  the}'  had  "taken  their  oaths  to  execute  the 
laws  (for  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  and  morals  gen- 
erally) and  were  prepared  to  do  so."  The  notice  was 
signed  by  all  the  tythingmen  and  b}'  Lockhart  W^illard 
and  Isaac  Parker,  selectmen  of  Keene.  (The  whole  number 
of  tythingmen  chosen  at  that  annual  meeting  was  fifteen, 
l)ut  only  the  above  took  the  oath  of  office.)  That  office 
continued  until  1830.  After  that  year  no  tythingmen 
were  chosen. 

"In  1814  the  Rev.  Aaron  Hall  died  on  the  12th  of 
August,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age  and  the  37th  of  his 
ministry.  He  was  much  beloved  b\^  his  people,  who  mani- 
fested their  attachment,  by  increasing  his  salary,  at  suc- 
cessive periods,  from  eighty  pounds,  ($266.66),  to  $500; 
by  assistance  in  various  ways,  and  hy  constant  acts  of 
kindness.    The  town,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  on 
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consultation  with  him,  voted  to  settle  a  colleacrtie,  and 
invited  Lemuel  Capen,  afterwards  settled  at  Stirling  and 
South  Boston,  to  preach  as  a  candidate;  and  at  the  first 
town  meeting  held  after  his  decease,  they  voted  to  pa3^  to 
the  widow  his  salary'  to  the  first  of  March,  the  anniver- 
sary of  his  settlement. 

"The  intercourse  between  pastor  and  people  had 
always  been  familiar  and  cordial.  The  drawing  of  his 
wood,  from  the  minister's  wood  lot,  afforded  an  annual 
occasion  of  bringing  them  together,  at  which  all  were 
happy,  and  none  more  so  than  the  pastor.  On  the  6ay 
set  apart  for  that  purpose,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  par- 
ishioners assembled  at  the  wood  lot,  and  late  in  the  after- 
noon, twent}'  or  thirt3'  sleds,  in  long  procession,  arrived, 
heavily  laden,  at  his  door,  and  then,  the  great  pile  being 
built  np,  baked  beans  in  huge  pots,  and  good  cider  in 
quart  mugs,  were  placed  before  the  company,  and  partaken 
of  with  becoming  hilarity." 

(Annals,  page  97.) 

The  amount  of  wood  brought  to  the  minister's  door 
each  year  by  those  "bees"  was  usually  upward  of  forty 
cords. 

"About  the  time  of  the  Annual  Thanksgiving,"  Rev. 
David  Oliphant  came  to  preach  as  a  candidate  for  the 
position  of  pastor.  He  was  a  gradtiate  of  Union  college 
and  of  the  theological  seminary  at  Andover.  In  February, 
both  the  church  and  the  towm  voted  to  give  Mr.  Oliphant 
a  call,  at  a  salary  of  $700,  with  a  yearly  vacation  of 
"three  or  four  Sabbaths;"  and  he  was  ordained  on  the 
24th  of  May,  1815,  although  a  large  number  of  the  society 
remonstrated  against  his  settlement.  Rev.  Messrs.  Dickin- 
son of  Walpole,  Hall  of  New^  Ipswich,  Pratt  of  Westmore- 
land, Ainsworth  of  Jaffre}',  Burge  of  West  Brattleboro  and 
Edwards  of  Andover,  Mass.,  assisted  at  the  ordination. 

In  the  spring  of  1815,  Francis  Faulkner  and  Josiah 
Colony  bought  the  mills  and  privilege  on  Ashuelot  river, 
and  began  the  very  successful  business  which  is  still  con- 
tinued b}'  their  descendants  under  the  corporate  name  of 
Faulkner  &  Colon}'  Manufacturing  Company.  The}-  pur- 
chased the  property  of  John  McGuirc,  who  had  bought  it 
of  Hale  &  Kise  in  1814. 

Albe  Cady,  having  been  appointed  secretary'  of  state 
and  chairman  of  the  committee  to  build  the  state  house, 
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resigned  his  offices  of  town  clerk,  selectman  and  rej)resen- 
tative,  and  removed  to  Concord.  In  Aujjust,  the  town 
elected  Elijah  Parker  town  clerk,  l)ut  both  the  other  oflTices 
were  left  vacant. 

Notwithstanding;  the  strong  opposition  to  the  war  in 
tliis  part  of  the  country,  the  military  spirit  had  been 
roused,  .and  the  militia  was  in  excellent  condition.  In 
October,  the  Twentieth  regimeiit  mustered  near  Judge  New- 
comb's  residence  and  made  a  fine  appearance.  At  the  close 
a  lively  sham  battle  was  fought.  Wm.  M.  Bond  was  major 
of  one  of  the  battalions,  Isaac  Parker  was  still  captain  of 
the  Keene  Light  Infantr}^  and  Justus  Perry  of  the  Ashuelot 
Cavalry. 

Abijali  Metcalf  died  this  year,  aged  eighty. 


CHAPTER  XV 


A  PEACEFUL  DECADE. 
1816—1825. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1816,  Keene  cast  359  votes  ; 
Westmoreland,  372;  Chesterfield,  3S0;  Walpole,  393;  in- 
dicating a  remarkable  parity  in  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  those  towns. 

As  early  as  1771,  a  small  church  of  Baptists  had  been 
established  in  the  eastern  part  of  Westmoreland,  and  that 
denomination  had  gradualh-  spread  into  the  western  part 
of  Keene.  In  1816  a  meetinghouse  was  built  a  few  rods 
west  of  the  stores  at  West  Keene  and  a  church  of  thirteen 
members  gathered  there  under  the  ministr}-  of  Rev.  Charles 
Cummings.  1  The  same  year  the  "old  men's  seats"  in  the 
Congregational  meetinghouse  were  removed  and  twelve 
additional  pews  built  in  their  ])laces.  In  December  pre- 
vious the  town  "Voted  not  to  suffer  a  stove  put  in  the 
meeting-house  provided  it  could  be  done  without  any  ex- 
pense to  the  town."  The  new  pews  sold  for  from  $60  to 
$80  apiece,  and  the  money  was  used  for  repairing  and 
painting  the  edifice  b}-  a  committee  consisting  of  John 
Wood,  Aaron  Appleton  and  Isaac  Parker.  The  same  com- 
mittee was  directed  to  procure  a  new  bell,  provided  the^^ 
could  do  so  b3'  an  exchange  of  the  old  one  with  the  addi- 
tion of  any  balance  of  funds  that  might  be  left  in  their 
hands  from  the  sale  of  pews.  The  new  bell  was  procui-ed 
in  1819. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hardy  came  to  town  this  year,  through 
the  influence  of  Samuel  Dinsmoor  and  others,  and  opened 
a  private  school  in  which  he  advertised  to  teach  the 
branches  usually  taught  in  academies.  He  also  taught  an 
evening  school.  He  remained  two  years  and  then  took 
charge  of  the  Chesterfield  academ3'. 

iSamtiel  Dinsmoor  (senior)  afterwards  governor,  attended  scrriccs  there, 
"riding  out  from  the  Tillage  every  Sunday  morning  on  his  beautiful  white  horse." 
The  frame  of  the  meetinghouse,  many  .years  afterwards,  was  taken  down  and 
rebuilt  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ashnclot  above  the  mills  and  converted  into  a 
steam  sawmill. 
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The  influence  of  the  war  still  kept  the  military  spirit 
active.  The  Kcenc  Light  Infantry  retained  its  position  as 
one  of  the  finest  coin])anies  in  the  state.  Its  late  captain, 
Isaac  Parker,  had  ]>een  promoted  to  brigade  inspector 
with  the  rank  of  major;  and  in  September  of  1816  the 
company,  under  Capt.  Smith,  equipped  for  actual  service, 
marched  to  Surry  and  encamped  for  several  da3's,  in  imita- 
tion of  real  array  life.  While  there  the  Ashuelot  Cavalry, 
Capt.  Justus  Perry,  marched  to  their  cam})  and  made  them 
a  friendly  visit. 

1816  ,vas  remembered  long  afterwards  as  "the  cold 
year."  It  was  remarkable  as  such  throughout  the  United 
States  and  in  Europe.  In  some  sections  it  was  cold  and 
dry,  in  others  cold  and  wet.  In  this  vicinity  for  more  than 
twelve  weeks  in  the  spring  and  summer  no  rain  fell.  Grass 
withered,  corn  and  other  crops  could  not  mature,  and 
there  was  much  distress  in  consequence. 

The  annual  town  meeting  of  1817  "Voted  to  adopt 
the  act  to  regulate  the  proceedings  for  extinguishing  fires," 
which  required  "fire  wards"  to  be  chosen  b}^  the  town 
and  gave  them  great  power.  Elijah  Dunbar,  William  Lam- 
son,  James  Wilson,  Aaron  Hall,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Daniel 
Bradford,  John  Wood,  Joab  Pond,  John  Prentiss  and 
Abijah  Wilder  were  chosen ;  and  about  the  same  number 
w'as  chosen  each  year  for  several  years  following. 

The  independence  of  thought  on  religious  matters  which 
resulted  later  in  Unitarianism  was  beginning  to  develop. 
The  services  of  Rev.  Mr.  Oliphant  not  being  wholly 
satisfactory,  the  town  took  action  looking  to  his  dismissal 
and  chose  a  committee  to  "wait  on"  him  and  request  him 
to  join  in  calling  a  council  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Oliphant 
declined  to  receive  the  committee  or  hold  any  communica- 
tion with  them  except  in  writing.  A  controvers}'  ensued 
in  which  the  church  sustained  its  pastor,  and  during  which 
several  long  reports  of  contending  committees  were  re- 
ceived and  recorded  in  full.  Finally,  Mr.  Oliphant  acceded 
to  the  request  of  the  town  and  on  the  1st  of  December  he 
was  dismissed  by  a  council  called  mutually  for  that  pur- 
pose.   The  question  of  collecting  the  minister  tax,^  which 

i"N,Tth:!!i  J'ond,  tax  coUfctor,  arrested  Kli  Itlake,  Isaac  AVyman,  Jr.,  and 
Kjimncl  Tov.  nc,  and  looked  thcra  up  in  jjiil  for  rcfcsinj;  to  pay'  their  -minister 
tax.    After  haviiiff  the  key  ttirned  on  tlic'iii  they  paid  the  tax  and  were  set  free." 
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had  become  a  serious  one,  also  entered  into  that  contro- 
versy', and  in  November  the  town  "Voted  not  to  direct 
the  selectmen  to  assess  the  ministerial  tax  this  3'ear,  54- 
for,  98  against."  On  the  5th  of  October,  1817,  the  shock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  here  with  remarkable  distinct- 
ness. It  occurred  at  11:45,  on  Sunday  morning,  while  the 
services  in  church  were  in  progress.  The  edifice  was  shaken, 
the  minister  paused,  the  congregation  sprang  to  their  feet, 
and  for  a  moment  there  was  consternation  and  confusion. 
The  same  movement  was  felt  throughout  this  part  of  the 
country  and  in  Boston  and  New  York. 

John  Lj'scom,  the  first  dentist  of  whom  we  have  any 
record,  took  rooms  this  year  at  Sumner's  inn,  and  was 
followed  a  few  y-ears  later  by  George  W.  Partridge. 

Capt.  James  Wells,  the  hatter,  returned  from  the  army 
and  resumed  business  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  Kingsbury 
building,  formerh'  the  morocco  dressing  shop. 

In  1816,  Hon.  Ithamar  Chase  had  formed  a  copartner- 
ship with  Ebenezer  Brewer  and  Wm.  M.  Bond,  Chase, 
Brewer  &  Bond,  succeeding  Phincas  Fiske  &  Co.  in  the 
brick  store,  now  the  north  end  of  Chy  Hotel.  Mr.  Chase 
died  in  August  of  this  year,  and  his  son,  Alexander  Ral- 
ston Chase,  took  the  business  and  continued  it  for  a  few 
years,  when  it  was  given  up,  and  John  P.  Barber  took  the 
store  for  a  stove  and  tin  shop. 

Among  those  who  died  in  1817  were  Col.  Timothy'- 
Ellis,  aged  ninety-one;  Major  Davis  Howlett,  seventy-nine; 
and  Capt.  John  Draper. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1818,  the  town  appropriated 
$1,000  for  schools,  a  larger  sum  than  had  ever  been  raised 
before,  and  the  same  sum  was  continued  for  several  years 
afterwards.  Daniel  Bradford,  Elijah  Parker  and  Samuel 
Dinsmoor  were  chosen  "inspectors  of  schools." 

The  town  was  now  without  a  minister,  and  several 
persons  had  officiated  as  candidates  for  the  place.  Among 
them  was  Mr.  Zedekiah  S.  Barstow,  a  young  man  from 
Connecticut,  who  preached  here  first  on  the  1st  day  of 
March,  1818.  He  gave  so  much  satisfaction  that  at  a  legal 
meeting  on  the  18th  of  May,  the  town  voted  to  unite  with 
the  church  in  giving  him  a  call  to  settle  —  about  150  voting 
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in  favor  and  nt)nc  against.  It  also  voted  him  a  settlement  of 
$600  and  a  salary  of  $000  per  annum  —  increased  on  the 
13th  of  June  to  $700  —  with  a  vacation  of  "three  or  four 
Sabbaths  a  year  to  visit  his  friends."  Mr.  Barstow 
accepted  and  he  was  ordained  on  \Vednesda3',  the  1st  day 
of  Jidy,  the  cl)urchcs  of  Acworth  (Kcv.  Phineas  Cooke), 
Charlestown,  Walpole,  Chesterfield  and  Marlboro  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  Lancaster  and  Hadley,  Mass.,  assisting. 
The  council  was  escorted  to  the  mcetinj^housc  I)}'  400  to 
500  members  of  the  society,  of  both  sexes,  and  the  people 
who  attended  numbered  nearly  2,000,  hundreds  of  whom 
were  unable  to  enter. 

A  freshet  in  March  did  immense  damage  on  the  Con- 
necticut river  and  the  smaller  streams,  carrying  away 
bridges,  dams  and  n)ills.  The  bridges  at  South  Keene  and 
below  Judge  Ncwcomb's  were  swept  awax'. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  was  still  sanctioned  by  law,  but 
the  "  jail-5'ard  "  for  poor  debtors  sometimes  included  a  con- 
siderable tract  of  territory,  which  was  designated  by  the 
courts.  This  year,  1S18,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
court,  signed  by  man}'  leading  men  of  the  town,  represent- 
ing that  the  jail-yard  for  poor  debtors  included  only  a  few 
houses  and  asking  that  it  be  extended.  The  request  w^as 
granted. 

Hon.  Salma  Hale  !i ad  been  elected  to  congress  in  1816, 
but  this  year  he  declined  a  reelection  and  returned  to  the 
position  of  clerk  of  the  courts.  Joseph  BufTum,  who  had 
been  postmaster  in  Keene  since  1813,  succeeded  Mr.  Hale 
in  congress,  and  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  then  a  3'oung 
lawyer,  w^as  appointed  postmaster,  Juh'  1,  and  had  the 
office  over  the  store  of  William  Lamson,  Jr.,  where  the 
Bank  ].)lock  now  stands.  The  entrance  was  from  Roxbury 
street  by  stairs  on  the  otitside  of  the  building. 

Among  the  deaths  in  1818  were  those  of  Lockhart 
Willard,  aged  fift\'-five ;  William  Woods,  eighty-four;  Hon. 
Daniel  Newcomb,  seventy-two;  Capt.  John  Houghton, 
seventy-two ;  Nathan  Bixbj',  seventy-two ;  and  Capt. 
David  Willson,  seventh'. 

The  3'oung  minister,  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  I'ecently  a 
tutor  in  the  celebrated  Hopkins  school  in  New  Haven,  and 
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in  Hamilton  college,  took  great  interest  in  the  schools,  and 
at  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1819  he  was  chosen  at  the 
head  of  a  hoard  of  five  "  visitors  and  inspectors  of 
schools.''  The  other  members  were  Ehjah  Dunbar,  John 
Prentiss,  Salma  Hide  and  Joel  Parker. 

To  avoid  the  steep  hills  over  which  ran  the  great 
thoroughfare  to  the  northwest,  known  from  here  to  Bel- 
lows Falls  as  the  third  New  Hampshire  turnpike,  efforts 
were  made  to  change  its  course  by  building  a  new-  road 
through  the  gap,  w^here  the  railroad  now  runs.  The  pro- 
ject was  opposed  by  the  towns  on  the  grounds  that  it 
would  be  very  expensive  to  build  and  of  but  little  benefit 
to  the  towns  through  which  it  passed,  particularh'  in  the 
cases  of  Surr3-  and  Westmoreland.  It  was  to  be  wholly 
new  in  Surry,  mostly  so  in  Westmoreland,  and  over  all 
the  distance  in  Keene  from  the  present  stone  house  on  the 
Blake  farm  to  Surry  line,  and  over  most  of  that  from  the 
John  Colony  farmhouse  to  the  Chesterfield  road  near 
Wheelock  park.  A  petition  for  the  road,  with  a  long  list 
of  signatures,  had  been  presented  to  the  court  in  1813  but 
the  towms  had  secured  continuances  from  term  to  term 
until  1816,  when  the  court  appointed  a  committee  Avhich 
laid  out  the  road  —  estimating  the  expense  at  $5,600  and 
the  damages  at  $3,450  —  and  reported  in  1817.  The  court 
accepted  the  report  and  ordered  the  road  to  be  built  with- 
in two  years,  and  the  appraised  damages  to  be  paid  to 
the  land  owners.  The  annual  town  meeting  in  1819 
instructed  the  selectmen  to  consult  w'ith  committees  and 
agents  of  the  other  towns,  to  devise  the  best  means  of 
opposition,  and  to  continue  the  fight  against  the  road. 
Joel  Parker,  Esq.,  w^as  reelected  agent  and  counsel  for  the 
town  to  manage  the  suit.  He  was  succeeded  the  next  A-ear 
by  Foster  Alexander,  and  he,  for  several  3'ears,  by  Thomas 
M.  Edwards.  After  a  long  contest  changes  were  made  in 
the  old  highway'  from  the  Chesterfield  road  to  the  Colony 
farm,  establishing  the  present  line  of  road  there ;  but  the 
section  from  the  Blake  place  to  the  summit  was  not  built 
until  1833,  when,  after  twenty  years  of  opposition,  the 
road  was  finally  completed.  It  was  known  for  many 
years  as  the  "  County  road  "  —  since  the  railroad  was  built, 
as  the  "Summit  road." 
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The  stfitc  militia  at  this  time,  1819,  was  organized  in 
three  divisions  of  two  brigades  eaeh,  with  general  and 
staff  officers  to  correspond  —  thirty-eight  regiments  of 
infantry,  grenadiers,  light  infantry  and  riflemen,  to  which 
were  attached  thirtj-^-three  companies  of  cavalry,  soon  after- 
wards increased  to  forty-two,  and  thirty-two  companies  of 
artillerv.  The  Keenc  Light  Infantry  was  now  commanded 
by  Capt.  Jesse  Corbett.  Capt.  Justus  Perry  of  the  cavalry 
had  been  promoted  to  major,  then  to  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  vi'as  now  in  command  of  the  Twentieth  regiment, 
with  Thomas  F.  Ames,  adjutant.  The  regiment  mustered 
here  on  the  5th  of  October.  The  line  was  formed  accord- 
ing to  the  tactics  of  those  days,  with  two  companies  of 
cavalr}'  on  the  right;  next  to  them  the  Walpole  artiller}' ; 
then  the  two  companies  of  light  infantry,  from  Keene  and 
Westmoreland ;  and  on  their  left  the  nine  companies  of 
infantry,  in  the  center  of  which  was  an  artillery  company 
of  the  lads  of  Keene,  twelve  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  com- 
manded by  young  William  Dinsmoor.  One  of  the  infantry 
companies  was  from  the  west  side  of  the  river  in  Keene. 
The  whole  regiment  was  in  uniform  —  those  of  the  light 
infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery  were  particularly  fine  —  and 
was  highly  commended. 

The  national  question  of  admitting  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  without  prohibiting  slavery  agitated 
the  public,  and  a  call  was  issued  b}'  leading  men  for  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  from  every  tow^n  in  the  county  to  meet 
at  the  courthouse  in  Keene  to  discuss  the  question  and  give 
expression  to  public  sentiment.  The  meeting,  on  the  21st 
of  December,  1S19,  was  fully  attended  b}'  delegates  and 
others.  Judge  Roger  Yose  of  Walpole  called  the  assembly 
to  order,  and  Nahum  Parker,  Esq.,  of  Fitzwilliara,  was 
chosen  president  and  Phineas  Handersou  of  Chesterfield, 
secretary.  An  address  taking  strong  ground  against  the 
extension  of  slavery,  supported  by  Hon;  James  Wilson, 
Hon.  Salma  Hale  and  others,  was  sent  out  to  the  people. 

In  1819,  their  clerk,  Lockhart  Willard,  Esq.,  having 
died,  the  proprietors  of  Keene  applied  to  Foster  Alexander, 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  call  a  legal  meeting  of  their  body. 
Justice  Alexander  issued  his  warrant,  and  the  meeting  was 
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held  on  the  11th  of  Januarx-.  Mr.  Johti  Wood  was  chosen 
clerk,  and  he  held  that  position  until  he  died,  in  1856,  and 
was  the  last  clerk  of  the  proprietors  of  Keene. 

The  supervising  officers  of  the  schools  in  1820,  chosen 
at  the  annual  town  meeting,  were  one  "principal  visitor," 
Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  and  six  "  visitors  and  inspectors  of 
schools,"  one  for  every  two  districts — James  Wilson 
(senior),  Joel  Parker,  Nathaniel  Sprague,  Daniel  Bradford, 
Thomas  M.  Edwards  and  Royal  Blake. 

The  town  had  repeatedly  refused  to  appropriate  money 
for  instruction  in  singing,  though  sometimes  granting  it. 
This  year,  1820,  it  voted  $50  for  such  instruction  "for 
both  societies,"  Congregational  and  Baptist. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  opposition  to  stoves  in 
the  meetinghouse  a  few  years  before,  they  had  now  been 
introduced  (in  the  one  belonging  to  the  town),  and  the 
town  "  Voted  that  the  sexton  ring  the  Bell  on  Sunday-  and 
supph'  the  wood  for  the  stove  in  the  meetinghouse  and 
take  care  of  it  the  ensuing  3'ear,  and  that  the  expense  be 
defrayed  by  the  persons  who  pay  taxes  to  Mr.  Barstow."  1 
One  article  of  the  warra-nt  was,  "To  adopt  such  measures 
as  will  prevent  the  increase  of  paupers,  especially  those  who 
may  become  such  by  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits." 
On  that  article,  "  In  order  to  remove  the  principal  cause  of 
pauperism,"  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  enforce  strictly 
the  laws  relating  to  Hcensed  and  unlicensed  houses,  and  "  to 
take  such  other  measures  for  the  suppression  of  intemper- 
ance as  to  them  may  seem  advisable."  In  obedience  to 
those  instructions  the  selectmen  posted  the  following : 

"  We  hereby  give  notice  that  we  shall  proceed  as  the 
law  of  this  state  directs  *  *  *  *  to  post  up  a  list  of 
the  names  of  those  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing and  tippling  to  excess." 

(Signed)  "  Foster  Alexander,     1  ^  ,  ^ 

Daniel  Bradford,        i^f  ^?^"^^"„ 
Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,J  ^^eene. 

The  United  States  census  for  this  year  gave  Keene  a 
population  of  1,895,  a  gain  of  249  in  ten  years,  notwith- 
standing the  loss  of  seventy-five  or  more,  set  off  to  Roxbury ; 

^In  1S22  there  was  an  article  in  the  warrant  for  the  annual  meeting:  "To 
see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  shorten  the  intermission  between  tlie  forenoon  and 
afternoon  services  on  the  Sabbath."    It  was  dismissed. 
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Chesterfield,  2,103;  Westmoreland,  2,029;  Winchester,  1,- 
S41);  vSwanze.v,  1 ,712.  New  nanii)shire  had  244,1 61  ;  Bos- 
ton, 43.275;  New  York,  123,706;  Washington,  13,322. 

The  great  hulk  of  the  population  throughout  the 
country  was  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  during  the 
])eriod  covered  b}'  this  chapter  there  was  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  land  in  this  town  and  county  under  cultivation 
than  ever  before ;  and  soon  afterwards  that  proportion 
began  to  diminish.  The  soil  was  still  rich  and  productive, 
the  farms  were  well  cultivated,  large  areas  were  covered 
with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  which  protected  the  fields 
from  cold  winds,  agriculttire  was  remunerative,  and  the 
farmers  were  generally  "well  to  do.'' 

In  1S16,  the  Cheshire  Agricultural  Society,  which  in- 
cluded in  its  territorial  Hmits  the  present  county  of  Sulli- 
van, w.'is  incorporated.  Among  the  members  from  Keene 
were  Noah  Cooke,  S^imucl  Dinsmoor,  Elijah  Dunbar,  Daniel 
Bradford  and  John  Prentiss.  Its  first  "cattle  show"  was 
held  at  Charlestown,  in  1818;  its  third  at  Keene  in  1820, 
on  ground  through  w^iich  Emerald  street  now  runs.  The 
manufactiires  and  fancy  articles  were  displayed  in  the  store 
which  is  now  the  north  part  of  the  Cit\'  Hotel.  The  soci- 
ety formed  a  procession  at  Holland's  tavern,  formerly 
Sumner's,  with  a  band  of  music,  and  marched  to  the 
grounds,  where  Rev.  Mr.  Barsto\v  offered  praA'er,  and  Rus- 
sell Jarvis,  Esq.,  of  Claremont,  delivered  an  address.  After 
viewing  the  exhibition  the  procession  returned  to  the  tav- 
ern, and  130  sat  down  to  dinner.  Gen.  Samuel  Dinsmoor 
was  chosen  president;  Col.  Thomas  C.  Drew,  of  Drews- 
viilc,  vice  president;  Capt.  Daniel  Bradford,  treasurer; 
Elijah  Dunbar,  secretary;  and  Thomas  M.  Edwards, 
librarian.  For  many  j'ears  great  interest  was  manifested, 
exhibitions  were  held  in  various  towns  in  the  county,  and 
the  leading  men  in  the  community  gave  the  society  their 
support  and  management.  In  1819,  $356  were  paid  out 
in  premiums.  In  1822,  Hon.  Salma  Hale  delivered  the 
address  at  Acworth;  in  1824,  Hon.  Joel  Parker  that  at 
Westmoreland. 

It  was  in  1816  also  that  the  Cheshire  County  Bible 
Society  was  foi-med,  afterwards  merged  in  the  state  society. 
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The  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  courthouse,  Rev.  Mr. 
Oliphant,  chairman,  and  John  Prentiss,  secretar}'.  Later, 
Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow  was  very  active  in  the  work  of  the 
society  and  served  as  secretary  for  many  3'ears,  with  Dan 
Hough,  treasurer,  and  Rev.  Seth  Payson,  Col.  Joseph 
Frost,  of  Marlboro,  Hon.  Abel  Parker,  of  Jaffrej',  presi- 
dents at  different  times.  Elijah  Dunbar,  Esq.,  Capt.  Abel 
Blake,  Dea.  Abijah  Wilder,  EHphalet  F5riggs,  Azel  Wilder, 
and  other  Keene  men,  served  as  directors. 

There  was  a  Young  Mechanics'  Association  in  Keene  in 
1816;  the  Female  Charitable  Society  was  in  operation  and 
met  at  the  houses  of  members;  and  a  Female  Cent  Society, 
a  branch  of  the  state  society,  met  in  the  same  wa_v. 


Eagle  Hotel. 

The  public  houses  on  the  roads  and  turnpikes  alread3' 
mentioned  were  at  the  height  of  their  prosperity.  Salem 
Sumner  was  succeeded  in  1S20  b}'  Ephraim  Holland,  and 
he,  two  A-^ears  later,  by  George  Sparhawk,  in  the  one  where 
the  Cheshire  House  now  stands.  Benoni  Shirtliff  kept  his 
tavern  until  1S23,  when  it  was  bought  by  Col.  Stephen 
Harrington,  who  came  from  Nelson.  He  greatly  improved 
it,  gave  it  the  name  first  of  Harrington's  Cofifee  House, 
afterwards  that  of  Eagle  Hotel,  which  it  still  retains ;  and 
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for  more  th.'iu  fifty  years  the  large  and  sjjirited  figure  of  a 
gi]c]e(]  eagle,  perched  upon  a  wooden  column,  stood  in  front 
of  the  house  as  a  sign.  Upon  the  death  of  Ithamar  Chase, 
in  1817,  Jonathan  B.  Wadley  succeeded  hira  in  the  old 
Ralston  tavern,  and  changed  the  name  to  the  Keene  Hotel. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1820,  116  veteran  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution  residing  in  this  counts'  came  together  to  cora- 
j)h'  with  the  law  in  relation  to  pensions. ^  The^'  assembled 
at  Wadley's  Hotel,  chose  officers  for  the  day,  formed  in 
procession  and  were  escorted  to  the  courthouse  by  the 
Keene  Light  Infantry. 

The  firm  of  Parker  Sc  Hough  was  dissolved  in  1816, 
and  Dan  Hough  continued  the  business  for  several  ^'ears. 
Capt.  Parker  devoted  himself  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
and  woolen  machiner}'  at  Swanze3'  Factory,  and  a  few 
years  later  went  to  Boston  and  established  the  commission 
business  which  was  continued  many  3'ears,  under  the 
noted  firms  of  Isaac  Parker  &  Co^,  Parker,  Rlanchard  & 
Co.,  Parker,  Wilder  &  Parker,  etc.  Phineas  Fiske  &  Co. 
had  i-emoved  from  their  store  north  of  the  Ralston  tavern 
to  the  east  side  of  the  Squai'e,  next  door  south  of  Justus 
Perry,  and  had  been  succeeded  there  in  1816  b3-  Lamson 
&  Grout  (Wm.  Lamson,  Jr.,  and  Henry  Grout).  Royal 
Blake  liccame  })artner  with  Lamson,  in  1819,  in  place  of 
Grout.  George  and  Lynds  Wheelock  had  a  store  on  the 
east  side  of  tipper  Main  street  next  below  the  tavern,  in 
1816,  and  L3-nds  Wheelock  continued  in  business  there  for 
several  3"ears.  Collins  H.  Jaquith  came  to  tow'n  in  1816, 
and  carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  shoemaking.  He 
was  afterwards  a  prominent  figure  in  town  —  well  remem- 
bered 1)3'  persons  still  living — and  held  important  offices, 
among  others  the  somewhat  incongruous  ones  of  deputy 
sheriff  and  deacon  of  the  church. 2  Ridgwa3'  &  Rockwood 
opened  a  store,  in  1817,  in  the  building  which  Noah  Cooke 
had  built  in  1808,  since  known  as  the  Niras  building, 
where  E.  F.  Lane's  upper  block  now  stands.    The\'  were 

1  They  were  required  to  make  oath  to  the  anionut  of  property  they  owned, 
and  if  it  exceeded  $200,  no  pciisio-n  was  granted.  Besides  the  names  given 
in  the  chapter  on  that  war,  applications  for  pensions  were  made  by  Jesse  Watts, 
Frederick  l.ocke,  Niles  Bcckwith,  Chas.  Emerson,  Elias  Hall  and  James  Potts  of 
Keene, 

2  It  used  to 'be  said  of  him  that  "he  -ivas  a  little  too  sharp  for  a  deacon  and 
.1  littie  too  dull  for  a  shcrifT." 
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succeeded,  in  1819,  by  Samuel  A.  Gerould,  who  came  to 
Keene  that  3'ear  and  began  his  long  career  in  business. 
In  1816,  A.  &  H.  Walker  had  a  bookstore  and  binder3'  in 
the  basement  of  the  building  next  south  of  A.  &  T.  Hall, 
and  started  a  circulating  library.  Both  the  business  and 
the  library  were  continued  in  1820  b_v  Henry  Thayer,  and 
by  his  widow,  Pamela  Tha^'cr,  in  1822,  over  Gerould's 
store  on  the  east  side. 

Cooking  stoves  were  first  introduced  here  in  1817,  and 
were  on  exhibition  at  A.  &  T.  Hall's.  In  1820,  an  im- 
proved pattern  was  for  sale  at  the  Keene  bookstore. 
Later,  Dan  Hough  took  the  agency,  and  after  that  they 
were  for  sale  at  the  tinshop  of  John  P.  Barljer  and  other 
stores. 

In  1820,  Nathaniel  Sprague,  son  of  Hon.  Peleg  Sprague, 
opened  a  private  school  in  the  brick  schoolhouse  on  School 
street — then  recently  built  —  a  little  to  the  southwest  of 
the  present  Tilden  schoolhouse.  The  next  3'ear  his  sister 
Elizabeth,  from  Miss  Fiske's  school,  assisted  him.  The 
building  was  then  taken  for  the  public  school  of  that  dis- 
trict, and  Mr.  Sprague  removed  his  school  to  the  hall  over 
Dan  Hough's  store. 

The  Cheshire  bank,  the  onlv  one  in  the  county,  was 
doing  a  fair  business,  but  found  it  necessary  to  open  its 
doors  but  two  hours  in  the  forenoon  and  two  in  the  after- 
noon each  day  and  to  designate  one  day  in  the  week  for 
discounts.  Samuel  Grout,  of  Walpole,  was  president,  Aaron 
Appleton,  John  Wood,  Salma  Hale,  Josiah  Bellows,  David 
Stone  and  Henr3'  S.  Newcomb  were  directors;  and  Nathan- 
iel Dana  had  been  chosen  cashier  in  1813,  and  held  that 
position  for  more  than  twent3'  x-ears. 

Transportation  by  water  had  proved  so  superior  to 
that  b3'  teams  that  that  subject  became  almost  a  craze 
wnth  the  public.  In  1816,  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
appointed  Loammi  Baldwin  (who  gave  us  the  Baldwin 
apple)  and  Prof.  Farrar,  of  Harvard  college,  a  committee 
to  explore  and  surve3^  a  route  for  a  navigable  canal  from 
the  Connecticut  to  the  Merrimac  rivers.  The  Ashuelot, 
Contoocook  and    other   rivers    were  examined,  but  the 
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sclicmc  was  found  to  be  inijjracticable.  The  stores  in 
Keene,  however,  were  still  selling  tiekcts  in  the  Union 
Canal  Lottery,  already  mentioned. 

The  Ashnclot  river  "is  a  stream  of  much  importance, 
and  is  made  navigable  for  boats  as  far  up  as  Keene, 
excepting  a  carrying  place  about  the  rapids  at  Win- 
chester." i  To  ap]ireciate  the  truth  of  the  above  statement 
at  the  time  it  was  made  we  must  remember  that  in  the 
early  days  of  this  country  there  were  no  roads,  no  wheeled 
vehicles  for  carrying  freight,  and  that  ever3'  waterway 
that  could  be  made  available  was  used  for  transportation. 
Almost  from  the  first  settlement  of  Keene  down  to  within 
the  recollection  of  people  still  living,  goods  were  bought  in 
Hartford  by  the  merchants  in  Keene  and  shipped  by  the 
Connecticut 2  and  Ashuelot  rivers.  Mr.  Wm.  Lamson,  the 
younger,  was  in  trade  here  as  late  as  1841,  and  the  fact 
of  his  shipping  goods  from  New  York  and  other  southern 
cities  by  that  route,  in  1837-8,  is  well  remembered. 

The  su1)ject  of  clearing  the  Ashuelot  and  making  it 
navigable  for  larger  freight  boats  was  agitated  for  man}' 
years,  £ind  finally  culminated  in  1819.  Temjjorar}'  locks 
were  built  around  the  falls  in  two  places  between  Keene 
and  Winchester.  Lewis  Page,  who  lived  on  the  David 
Nims  place  on  Prison  street,  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
legislature  of  the  sole  right  to  take  tolls  and  navigiite  the 
Ashuelot  from  Faulkner  &  Colon3''s  mills  to  the  Connecti- 
cut river.  With  the  aid  of  subscriptions  he  built  a  boat 
sixty  feet  long  and  of  fifteen  to  twenty  tons  burden,  named 
it  the  Enterprise,  and  floated  it  down  to  the  head  of  the 
falls  at  Winchester.  On  Friday,  the  19th  of  November,  it 
made  its  first  trip  up  the  river,  loaded  with  passengers. 
It  arrived  at  Faulkner  &  Colony's  mills  with  a  display  of 
banners  and  was  welcomed  by  a  crowd  of  people  with 
cheers,  the  firing  of  ctmnon  and  the  ringing  of  the  towm 
bell.  A  paragraph  in  the  Sentinel  giving  an  account  of  the 
event  was  he.aded  with  the  cut  of  a  full  ngged  ship  and 
the  announcement  in  large  capitals: 

"ASHUELOT  RIVER  NAVIGABLE!!" 

'New  E»K5.inri  G.-xzc-ttctr,  inililis-hcil  in  IS.^9. 

^Jii  5  8.';7,  tin.-   writer  s.'tw   liciKlit  niiloading  from  a  sloop,  at  a  wharf,  in 

Kratilelioro,  Vt. 
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The  agitation  of  the  project  for  still  further  improving 
the  river  hy  canals  and  locks  around  the  falls  below  Win- 
chester continued,  and  five  years  later  a  correspondent  of 
the  Sentinel  stated  that  a  single  boat  running  from  Hart- 
ford brought  105  tons  of  freight  in  nine  months  to  Win- 
chester alone;  and  showed  by  figures  and  estimates  that 
the  business  on  the  river  would  pa^'  a  fair  return  on  an 
investment  in  the  canal  and  other  improvements.  But  the 
scheme  was  abandoned. 

Upon  opening  up  the  navigation  of  the  Connecticut 
river  the  Bellows  Falls  canal  did  a  large  business  and  the 
compan^"^  published  a  tariff  of  tolls  each  year.  It  was 
usually  seventy -five  cents  a  ton  for  heavy  goods  for  pass- 
ing through  the  locks.  The  Middlesex  canal  was  doing  an 
extensive  business,  with  warehouses  for  storing  the  goods, 
which  were  received  find  distributed  by  commission  mer- 
chants; and  transportation  by  heavy  teams  through  this 
towMi  was  greatly'  increased. 

At  this  period,  1820,  the  village  of  Keene  was  still 
little  more  than  Main  street.  There  was  but  one  house 
on  Roxbury  street  besides  that  of  Dr.  Edwards;  Prison 
street  was  almost  a  barren  waste ;  there  were  but  three 
houses  on  the  east  side  of  the  turnpike,  north,  and  only 
those  of  Mr.  John  Prentiss,  Dr.  Joseph  Wheeler  (now  the 
Tilden  house),  Elijah  Parker  (where  Mrs.  Joslin  now  lives), 
and  the  Sun  tavern  on  the  west  side.  All  the  rest  north 
of  the  long  row  of  horsesheds  was  open  fields  and  pas- 
tures; and  the  same  was  true  of  those  angular  tracts 
between  the  five  principal  streets,  now  covered  with  streets 
and  buildings.  Although  a  few  fine  residences  and  other 
good  buildings  had  been  erected,  as  already  mentioned, 
most  of  the  structures  in  town,  even  those  about  the  cen- 
tre, were  of  wood,  one  story  high,  unpainted,  and  of  very 
ordinarx'  appearance.  Appleton  &  Elliot's  store  on  the 
corner  was  of  brick,  two  stories  high,  but  the  tavern  oppo- 
site, though  of  three  stories,  was  a  very  ordinary  looking 
wooden  building;  and  the  courthouse,  also  of  wood,  w^as 
unpainted.  The  old  Ralston  tavern  was  a  low,  wooden 
building,  "painted  a  dirty  yellowy  with  a  red  border 
around  the  bottom,  standing  with  front  steps  reaching  into 
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the  street."!  Nearly  all  the  stores  and  shops  were  "ten- 
footers" —  uiiat  we  slionld  now  call  shanties. 

The  ten  hij^hest  taxji.'iyers  in  1820  were  James  Wil- 
son, Henry  S.  Newcoinb,  Stephen  Chase,  William  Lamson, 
David  Carjienter,  Bphraim  Wright,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Abel  Blake,  A.  &  T.  Hall  and  Abijah  Foster. 

Among  those  who  died  in  1820  were  Major  Josiah 
Kiehardson,  who  had  lived  here  nearly  fifty  3'ears,  aged 
sevcnty-fonr ;  Mrs.  Mary  Dwinnell,  aged  ninety-two,  widow 
of  Jonathan  Dwinnell,  who  left  ten  children  living,  all  with 
families,  the  3'-oungest  having  also  ten  children ;  Nehemiah 
Towns,  a  Revolutionarj'  soldier,  aged  seventy-two;  Mrs. 
Hannah  Hall,  widow  of  Rev.  Aaron  Hall,  aged  sixty-six, 
and  Ephraim  Wright,  aged  sixty-two. 

Kev.  Z.  S.  Barstow  was  chosen  "principal  visitor"  of 
schools  again  in  1821,  with  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  Salma  Hale, 
Nathaniel  Sprague,  John  Wood,  Thomas  M.  Edwards  and 
Elijah  Parker  visitors  and  inspectors ;  and  this  method  of 
managing  the  schools  continued  until  1824. 

The  first  theatrical  performance  advertised  and  given 
in  Keene  was  at  the  hall  in  Holland's  tavern,  May  14, 
1821.  The  play  was  Rev.  Dr.  Hawes'  tragedy,  "  Douglass," 
followed  by  comic  songs  and  a  farce,  "  The  Village  Lawyer." 
Admission,  fifty  cents;  children,  half  price.  There  was  a 
Keene  Musical  Society"  at  that  time,  which  gave  Handel's 
"Messiah,"  at  the  meetinghouse  in  the  afternoon  of  Feb. 
21.    Admission,  twenty -five  cents. 

In  September,  1821,  a  remarkably  high  wnnd,  called  in 
some  places  a  tornado,  in  others  a  "tremendous  hurricane," 
passed  along  the  Atlantic  coast  from  the  Carolinas  to 
Maine.  Buildings  of  all  kinds  were  destroyed,  trees  up- 
rooted, animals  killed  and  many  lives  lost.  The  debris 
was  carried  in  some  instances  twent\'  to  thirty  miles.  In 
Keene  it  was  a  violent  and  destructive  wind,  but  less  so 
than  in  man}-  other  places. 

Charles  Rice,  "an  industrious  and  honest  man,"  died 
hi  October,  at  the  age  of  ninet3'^-four.  He  was  one  of  the 
thirty  patriots  who  marched  from  Keene  at  the  Lexington 
alarm  in  1775,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 

'  Kcv,  Z.  S.  B.arstow,  when  he  came  here  in  1S18. 
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Hill.  He  had  also  served  his  couiitr}-  throug^h  the  whole 
of  the  French  and  Indian  war,  175G-G0.  He  had  Hved 
some  3-ears  in  Snrrj.^ 

The  third  New  Hampshire  having  been  given  up  as  a 
turnpike  and  the  gates  removed,  the  town  voted  to  keep 
it  in  repair  from  the  Marlboro  to  the  Surry  lines;  and  two 
3'ears  later  laid  out  a  town  highwa\'  over  the  same  route. 

On  Monday  night,  May  27,  1822,  the  large,  three- 
storj^  stage  tavern  on  the  site  of  the  present  Cheshire 
House,  owned  by  Elijah  Parker  and  Timothy  Hall,  and 
kept  by  George  Sparhawk,  was  burned  to  the  ground. 
The  single  engine  of  the  town  "  and  a  small  one  from  the 
glass  factor^',"  with  the  aid  of  citizens  passing  buckets  of 
water,  saved  the  stores  of  Lamsou  &  Blake  and  Justus 
Perrj'-  on  the  north,  only  fifty  feet  away;  and  that  of 
Lynds  Wheelock  on  the  south,  only  twenty  feet  away. 
The  cistern  of  water  on  the  common  was  soon  exhausted, 
and  then  lines  were  formed  to  Beaver  brook  —  one  of  men 
passing  the  full  buckets  and  one  of  women  and  boys  pass- 
ing the  empty  ones.  The  roof  of  the  meetinghouse  took 
fire,  but  was  extinguished  by  the  engine.  Fortunately  there 
was  very  little  wind,  and  the  village  was  thus  saved  from 
a  more  serious  conflagration. ^  The  building  was  insured 
in  the  ^tna  company  for  nearly  its  full  value,  and  the 
sum  was  promptly  paid.  This  fire  roused  the  people  to  the 
importance  of  having  a  more  efficient  organization  for 
extinguishing  fires.  A  suliscription  was  immediatel3'^  started 
for  the  purchase  of  another  engine;  and  the  Keene  Engine 
Co.,  John  Elliot,  clerk,  called  a  meeting  at  Wadley's  tav- 
ern, to  choose  officers,  make  bj-laws  and  regulations,  and 
to  see  if  the  company  would  purchase  a  new  engine.  The 
Keene  Fire  Societ}^  was  also  formed  and  continued  for 
many  years;  and  soon  afterwards  the  Fire  Fencibles  were 
organized,  with  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  clerk. 

The  foundations  for  a  new  and  larger  house,  to  be 
called  the  Phoenix  Hotel,  were  soon  laid,  and  in  December 
the  Sentinel  announced  that  a  "large,  commodious  and 
elegant"  brick  hotel  had  arisen  since  the  fire  in  May  — 

lit  was  provided  by  la-w-  that  everr  village  householder  shotjld  keep  a  pre- 
scribed number  of  leathern  fire-buckcts  on  hand  for  use  in  case  of  fire.  Some  are 
still  preserved  as  relics.    They  were  jnade  in  this  town  by  Daniel  Watson. 
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n'ix-nn  feet,  three  stories  high,  with  a  hrdl  52x23  feet  and 
a  lar,m-  (hning  hall  —  "an  onianicnt  to  onr  viUage."  It 
was  kcjit  !)_v  Mr.  SjjarJiawk  until  1825. 


I'lUENix  Hotel. 

In  Se])tember,  1822,  the  Twentieth  regiment  mustered 
here,  closing  with  a  sham  fight.  The  Walpole  artiller\'  and 
the  two  light  infantry  companies  from  Kecnc  and  West- 
moreland were  highh^  praised.  Young  James  Wilson,  just 
from  Middlebury  college,  now  in  his  father's  oflRce,  had 
taken  command  of  the  Keenc  Light  Infantry  and  inspired 
it  with  new  life  and  vigor.  Their  armory  was  at  the 
north  end  of  the  village,  in  a  field,  where  Armorj'  street 
now^  rnns. 

Abijah  Foster,  one  of  the  most  successful  men  in  town, 
died  this  year,  aged  fifty-nine;  also,  at  the  Island  of  St. 
Thomas,  Lieut.  Walter  Newcomb,  of  the  United  States 
ship  Spark,  "late  of  tlie  Columbus,  sevcnt^'-four,  son  of 
the  late  Judge  Newcomb  of  this  town  —  an  officer  of  prom- 
ise and  highly  esteemed."  (Sentinel.) 

Hon.  Samuel  Dinsmoor  had  been  nominated  for  gov- 
ernor in  1823  by  the  Democrats,  and  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing the  town,  although  stronglj'  of  the  opposite  party, 
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gave  him  195  votes,  to  seventy-five  for  Levi  Woodbury-, 
the  Federal  candidate;  but  Mr.  Woodburj-  was  elected. 
Hon.  Abel  Parker,  of  Jaffrey,  having  served  for  more  than 
twenty-  \'ears  as  judge  of  probate  for  Cheshire  county  and 
reached  the  limit  of  age  prescribed  by  law,  retired  from 
that  position,  and  by  the  courtesy  of  Governor  Woodbury, 
Mr.  Dinsmoor  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

The  4th  of  July,  1823,  was  celebrated  by  a  procession 
formed  at  the  Phoenix  Plotel  and  escorted  by  the  Keene 
Light  Infantry-,  Capt.  Nathan  Bassett,  to  the  meeting- 
house, where  Hon.  Salma  Hale  read  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  Maj.  Josiah  Willard,  Jr.,  delivered  an 
oration.  Returning  to  the  hotel,  a  dinner  with  wine  w'as 
served,  toasts  were  drunk  and  speeches  made. 

The  largest  menagerie  in  the  country  containing  Asiatic 
lions,  tigers,  buffaloes,  elks,  llamas,  etc.,  exhibited  in  the 
rear  of  Wadley's  tavern  in  1822  —  the  first  in  Keene  —  and 
again  the  next  year  at  the  same  place. 

In  February,  1824,  a  destructive  freshet,  extending  over 
all  this  section  of  country,  carried  away  bridges,  dams  and 
mills.  The  bridges  at  South  Keene,  at  Faulkner  &  Col- 
on3''s  mills  and  on  the  turnpike  to  Surry,  were  carried 
away  or  seriously  injured. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1824  the  price  of  labor 
on  highwa3's  was  fixed  at  six  cents  an  hour  for  a  man,  or 
a  pair  of  oxen,  "bo^'s  and  utensils  in  proportion;"  and 
it  remained  the  same  until  1838,  when  it  was  raised  to 
eight  cents  an  hour  for  a  man  or  a  yoke  of  oxen. 

The  town  had  changed  its  by-laws  in  relation  to 
schools,  choosing  a  committee  of  five  for  the  examination 
of  teachers  in  addition  to  the  seven  visitors  and  inspectors. 
Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  Joel  Parker,  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor  and  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  were  that  committee 
that  year;  and  the  same  were  chosen  visitors  and  inspec- 
tors, with  the  addition  of  Aaron  Appleton  and  Aaron 
Hall,  with  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  principal  visitor.  This 
method  of  supervising  the  schools  continued  for  several 
3'ears. 

The  amounts  of  postage  received  at  the  principal 
postofEces  in  the  state  at  this  time  were:  Portsmouth, 
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$3,355.17;  Kxcter,  $G54.31 ;  Concord,  $565.02;  Kecne, 
$530.74;  Dover,  $4-84.30;  Walpolc,  $270.52.  The  old  high 
rates  of  postage  still  existed. 

There  was  emulation  among  the  independent  military 
eompanies,  and  great  efforts  were  made  by  them  for  im- 
provement in  drill  and  discipline.  In  September,  1824,  the 
Keene  Light  Infantry,  Capt.  Nathan  Rassett,  and  the  light 
infantry  companies  of  Westmoreland  and  Brattleboro, 
marched  to  Chesterfield  and  encamped,  and  were  joined  by 
the  Chesterfield  Light  Infantry,  Capt.  Barton  Skinner. 
James  Wilson,  Jr.,  then  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twentieth 
regiment,  took  command  and  exercised  them  in  battalion 
drill.  Earh'  in  October  , the  Twentieth  regiment,  Col.  Jus- 
tus Perr^',  mustered  in  Keene  and  was  inspected  by  Major 
Joel  Parker  and  reviewed  by  Gen.  Samuel  Griffin  of  Rox- 
bury.  The  two  companies  of  cavalry,  the  Walpole  artiller3% 
and  the  two  companies  of  light  infantry'  from  Keene  and 
Westmoreland  were  very  highly  commended. 

The  Cheshire  Agricultural  Society  had  its  exhibition  at 
Winchester  this  3-ear.  Joel  Parker,  Esq.,  delivered  the 
oration,  Col.  Thomas  C.  Drew  \vas  president,  Thomas  M. 
Edwards,  secretar}',  Daniel  Bradford,  treasurer,  and  Abijah 
Wilder,  Jr.,  one  of  the  executive  committee. 

A  new  brick  courthouse  was  built  in  1824,  the  north 
half  of  which  is  now  the  store  of  Bullard  &  Shedd.  The 
committee  to  sell  the  old  house  ""^  and  build  the  new  one 
were  John  Wood,  Aaron  Appleton,  Abijah  W^ilder,  Jr., 
Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  M.  Edwards.  In  the 
corner  stone  of  the  new  building  were  deposited  a  glass 
bottle  containing  a  copy  of  the  Sentinel  of  that  w^eek,  the 

'The  old  hiTiise  wi\s  snld  to  Silas  Anfficr  and  Kliphalet  Briggs,  and  was 
hfiiik'd  nwny  to  Prisoi)  street  \<y  James  Keith  with  sixty  yoke  of  oxen,  and  used 
for  a  boarriiiio;  and  tenement  iaou^e.  It  tiras  a  long,  narrow  building,  two 
stories  !iig:h,  afterwards  l.ought  i^y  John  H.  Fuller,  who  divided  it.  moved  one 
half  to  Railroad  square  and  nsed  it  for  a  wool-honse,  and  it  is  now  the  grain 
store  of  J.  CusTnnji  Co.,  next  to  the  Sentinel  hnildinf;.  The  other  half  Mr. 
Fuller  nsed  as  a  dweilins.  on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Mrs.  I).  M.  Pol- 
lard, 2ri6  Washington  street,  and  when  that  brick  house  was  bniit  by  Capt.  H. 
T.  II.  r^ierce,  soon  after  the  Civil  war,  the  old  wooden  one  was  moved  to  the 
rear  on  Maple  street,  and  is  now  the  resicJcucc  of  Wm.  L.  Cheever,  No.  26.  The 
statement  has  htcri  made  that  those  two  halves  of  a  former  building  were  parts 
of  the  old  ineetinKhonse  which  was  given  to  the  county  for  a  courthouse  in 
178S,  but  that  is  .in  error.  That  old  meetinghouse,  which  stood,  after  its  re- 
moval, on  the  northwest  comer  of  the  common,  where  Court  street  now  comes 
in.  was  icplaced  by  a  new  courthonse  (the  one  above  describedl,  built  on  its 
site  —  largelj-  by  stibscription  —  in  179G  ;  and  all  trace  of  the  old  meetinghouse  that 
fronted  on  "The  Green"  in  Rcvol-utionarv  davs  is  lost,  though  it  is  believed  th.<it 
it  was  removed  to  the  west  side  of  Court  street.  (See  account  of  fire  on  Court 
street  in  ISO!  t. 
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New  Hampshire  Kegister  for  that  _vear,  and  other  docu- 
ments. The  main  room,  on  the  second  floor,  was  ready 
for  the  use  of  the  court  at  the  October  term.  The  town 
had  appropriated  $500  towards  the  building,  reserving 
rights  for  a  town  hall  on  the  ground  floor  —  two  or  three 
steps  below  the  level  of  the  ground  —  as  it  had  in  the  old 
building;  and  in  November  "voted  to  raise  $150  to  be 
appropriated  towards  finishing  the  Town  Room  in  the  New 
Court  House."  That  meeting  was  for  the  national  election, 
James  Wilson,  Jr.,  moderator,  and  cast  144-  votes  for  the 
electors  who  voted  for  John  Ouincv  Adams  for  president, 
to  one  for  those  of  the  opposite  party. 

Capt.  Thaddeus  Metcalf  had  died  in  1823,  aged  sixt}^- 
six.  and  among  the  deaths  in  1824  were  those  of  Joseph 
S^dvester,  aged  eight3" ;  John  Balch,  sixty-six;  Widow  Anna 
Draper,  ninety' ;  Mrs.  Hannah,  wife  of  Adiu  Holbrook, 
sixty -six ;  James  Philips,  seventy -eight ;  and  Mrs.  Hannah 
Wheeler,  widow  of  Abraham  Wheeler,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers, aged  one  hundred  and  three.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  the 
mother  of  Col.  Abraham  Wheeler,  who  had  died  in  1S14 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one. 

The  controversy  in  the  church  which  resulted  in  the 
secession  of  the  Unitarians  had  been  growing  more  and 
more  sharp  and  bitter  for  several  years  and  had  now 
reached  culmination.  On  the  ISth  of  March,  1824,  the 
seceders  organized  their  society  under  the  general  laws  of 
the  state,  taking  the  name  of  the  Keene  Congregational 
Society,  and  they  held  services  during  that  summer.  They 
had  twelve  members,  seven  male  and  five  female.  Those 
who  had  desired  to  withdraw  had  refused  to  pay  the  tax 
assessed  for  the  support  of  Rev.  Mr.  Barstow,  had  filed 
the  required  certificates  to  that  effect  wnth  the  town  clerk, 
and  claimed  their  right  to  the  use  of  the  meetinghouse 
their  proportion  of  Sunday's.  At  the  annual  meeting  in 
1823  the  town  "Voted  (on  raising  Mr.  Barstow's  salary 
of  $700)  that  the  selectmen  be  instructed  to  raise  the  sum 
which  shall  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  sum  of  $700 
as  the  taxable  property  not  signed  off  (by  certificates) 
does  to  the  whole  taxable  property'  of  the  parish ; "  and 
on  the  3d  of  November  of  that  year  the  town  voted  to 
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grant  the  use  of  the  nicetingliousc  to  the  parties  asking  it 
five  Sundays  Ijetween  that  date  and  the  first  of  May  fol- 
lowing, the  selectmen  to  desig^nate  the  Sunda3's.  At  the 
annual  meeting  in  1S24,  Air.  Barstow's  salar\'  was  restored 
to  $700,  although  the  Unitarians  had  withdrawn;  and 
the  vote  iiassed  in  the  negative  on  the  article,  "To  see  if 
the  town  will  A-ote  the  use  of  the  meetinghouse  to  those 
persons  in  town  who  do  not  contribute  to  the  su])port  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Barstow  and  who  liave  sui)ported  preaching  the 
present  year  in  the  month  of  February." 

The  town  then  "voted  that  the  town  property  in  the 
meetinghouse,  consisting  of  the  building,  the  Bell,  and  the 
land  on  which  the  building  stands,  be  offered  at  public 
sale  by  tlie  selectmen  on  the  30th  da^'  of  March  inst.,"  — 
notice  being  given  —  and  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
convey  the  same  by  deed.  It  was  provided,  however,  that 
the  sale  should  be  made  to  an  authorized  agent  of  some 
religious  society  organized  according  to  law  and  that  the 
sum  paid  should  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  value  of  all  the 
pews,  to  be  appraised  by  disinterested  parties  from  out  of 
town.    The  property  was  not  sold. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1825  again  reduced  the  salary 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Barstow  to  a  certain  proportion  of  what  the 
town  had  agreetl  to  i)ay  him,  as  in  1823;  and  the  yQ.ar 
followang  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  make  a  similar 
assessment;  and  that  was  the  last  time  (1826)  the  salar\' 
of  the  minister  was  raised  by  legal  assessment.  He  was 
no  longer  the  minister  of  the  town,  and  his  salar}'  was 
ever  afterwards  raised  bv  his  own  society.  The  contro- 
versy concerning  the  proportional  use  of  the  meetinghouse, 
and  the  agitation  for  the  sale  of  it,  continued,  and  at  a 
legal  meeting  on  the  30th  of  March,  1S25,  Joel  Parker, 
moderator,  the  town  voted  that  a  committee  of  thirteen, 
six  from  each  of  the  two  societies,  be  appointed  b3'  the 
selectmen  —  the  twelve  to  choose  the  chairman  —  to  consider 
the  question  of  disposing  of  the  edifice  and  report  at  the 
next  annual  meeting. i 

■•The  «ei<-t:t.raei}  appointed  from  the  First  Consrcfratioiial  Society:  Klijah 
Dur.bur.  I'iinolhy  tlati.  Azel  Wilder,  Dea.  Thomas  Fislicr,  Ebeiieztr  Clrirk,  Abel 
BlaT;c-,  Kt-enc  Co))S'ri,-Kfiti(iii.-U  Sucietv  ;  Salma  Hale,  Dauic-l  Bradford,  John  Wood, 
Aaron  Applcton,  James  Wiliion,  Jr.",  Samuel  Dinsmoor.  TUc  chairman's  name 
does  not  apjicar  on  the  records. 
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In  June,  1S25,  \h-.  Thomas  R.  Sullivan,  a  candidate 
for  the  ministry-,  preached  for  the  Keene  Coni^reg^ational 
Societ}'  in  the  town  hall  for  several  Sundays,  afterwards 
accepted  a  call,  and  was  ordained  on  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber. Rev.  George  G.  Ingersoll,  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  Rev. 
Mr.  Gannett,  of  Boston,  and  others  from  Massachusetts, 
assisted  in  the  cerenion3\ 

In  1825,  the  annual  town  meeting  was  held  for  the  first 
time  in  the  new  town  hall  under  the  courthouse.  The 
number  of  ratable  polls  in  town  exceeded  450,  and  two 
representatives  to  the  legislature  were  chosen.  Joel  Parker 
and  James  Wilson,  Jr. 

The  4th  of  July  was  celebrated  by  a  militar}'  parade 
and  dinner  "on  the  plain  one  mile  south  of  the  village." 

The  Twentieth  regiment,  Justus  Perry,  colonel,  B.  F. 
Adams,  adjutant,  mustered  in  Keene,  and  was  ins])ected  hy 
Lt.  Col.  Joel  Parker,  and  reviewed  by  Gov.  Morrill,  who 
gave  it  high  commendation. 

At  a  legal  meeting  in  November,  1825,  the  town  voted 
to  adopt  certain  parts  of  "an  act  to  establish  a  s\'stera  of 
police  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth ; ''  and  the  selectmen 
appointed  Capt.  Joseph  Dorr,  Zebadiah  Kise,  Elijah  Par- 
ker, Esq.,  John  Hatch,  Col.  James  Wilson  and  Oliver 
Heaton  police  officers,  the  first  in  town. 

Among  those  who  died  that  vear  were  Mr.  Lynds 
Wheelock,  aged  forty-one;  Dea.  Daniel  Kingsbur\-,  eightv- 
two;  Capt.  Cyrus  Breed,  fort\';  and  Lieut.  Henr3^  S.  New- 
comb,  at  sea,  son  of  the  late  Judge  Newcomb.  Lieutenant 
Newcomb  had  commanded  Fort  Covington  at  one  time  in 
the  late  war,  and  was  an  accomplished  officer. 

In  1825,  the  Phcenix  Hotel  passed  into  the  hands  of 
John  Hatch,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Edwards;  and  for  raan3'  \'ears  Hatch's  tavern  had  a  high 
reputation,  and  was  the  principal  stage  house  in  town. 
At  that  time  a  watering  trough  stood  in  front  of  it,  and 
there  was  still  a  passagewaj'  on  the  south  side  to  the 
stable.  Henry  Coolidge  succeeded  Jonathan  Wadley  in  the 
old  Ralston  tavern  in  1823,  kept  an  excellent  house,  and 
for  a  long  term  of  years  it  went  by  the  name  of  Coolidge's 
tavern.     Col.  Stephen   Harrington  also  made  the  Eagle 


392 


HISTORY  OF  KEBNE. 


Hotel  n  first-class  hotel.  The  Sun  tavern,  on  the  turn- 
])ike,  had  been  fitted  up  In'  Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.,  (doubtless 
his  former  cabinet  sho]))  and  was  opened  this  year  by 
Elias  Mead,  who  kept  choice  liquors  and  made  it  an  attrac- 
tive inn.  Daniel  Da}'  still  kept  his  tavern  on  the  Cheshire 
turnpike,  east  side  of  the  river  near  the  Surry  line;  Henry 
Goodnow  on  the  third  New  Hampshire,  near  Walpole  line ; 
Stephen  Chase  continued  at  his  place  on  the  same  "pike;" 
Josiah  Sawyer  on  the  Chesterfield  and  Thomas  Gurler  on 
the  Westmoreland  roads;  Mrs.  Susan  Lanman  at  the  foot 
of  Marlboro  street;  William  Lebourveau  on  Nine  Lot 
Plain,  opposite  the  present  driving  park  —  a  part  of  the 
old  house  is  still  standing  —  and  there  were  several  others 
in  different  parts  of  the  town.  And  the  constant  stream 
of  travel  through  the  town,  particularl}'  the  freighting  to 
and  from  the  Middlesex  canal  and  Boston,  gave  each  and 
all  of  them  a  thriving  business. 

In  1823,  Josiah  Amidon  opened  the  Grand  Monadnock 
Hotel  —  "near  the  pinnacle  of  said  Mountain;"  and  the 
following  year  John  Fife  "erects  a  building  on  the  brook 
southeast  of  the  pinnacle,  Jaffrc}'  side,  and  furnishes  enter- 
tainment." 

The  first  flour  offered  for  sale  at  the  stores  in  Keene 
was  by  A.  &  T.  Hall  in  1822.  Previous  to  that  time 
flour,  meal  and  grain  could  be  bought  at  the  mills;  and 
the  farmers  not  only  raised  their  own  supply,  but  sold 
large  (quantities  of  grain.  Justus  Perry  had  taken  John  V. 
Wood  as  partner  in  1822,  and  continued  the  business  of 
the  store  and  the  manufacture  of  glass  bottles,  decanters, 
etc.,  on  Marlboro  street,  under  the  firm  name  of  Perry  & 
W^ood.  Lamson  &  Blake  dissolved  in  1822,  and  Wm. 
Larnson,  Jr.,  continued  the  business  alone.  The  same  year, 
Wm.  Lamson,  senior,  took  his  son  Charles  as  partner  in 
the  tannerv;  and  the  son  continued  a  successful  business 
there  until  he  died,  in  1876.  In  1823,  George  Tilden  and 
John  Prentiss  formed  the  firm  of  Geo.  Tilden  &  Co.  in  the 
bookbinding  business,  in  the  basement  of  the  building  next 
south  of  A.  &  T.  Hall  — where  the  Walkers  and  Henry 
Thayer  had  formerly  been  — entrance  on  the  north  side. 
They  also  sold  books  and  stationer}^  and  the  next  _vear 
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opened  a  circulating  library  of  200  volumes.  That  part- 
nership continued  but  a  short  time.  In  1825,  Mr.  Prentiss 
built  a  brick  block  on  the  west  side  of  the  Square  (now 
Whitcomb's)  removed  his  printing  establishment  into  its 
upper  stories,  withdrew  from  the  firm  of  Geo.  Tilden  & 
Co.,  and  opened  the  Keene  Book  Store  on  the  ground  floor 
of  the  north  half.  Tickets  in  various  lotter}'  schemes  were 
sold  in  both  book  stores.  The  Sentinel  printing  office  re- 
mained in  those  quarters  for  forty-six  years.  S.  A.  Gerould 
also  built  his  brick  store,  next  north  of  Mr.  Prentiss's,  the 
same  3'ear,  took  in  his  brother,  and  for  some  j'cars  the 
firm  was  S.  A.  &  J.  H.  Gerould ;  later  he  took  his  son, 
Samuel  A.,  Jr.,  as  partner,  and  thej-  remained  in  that  store 
as  long  as  they  were  in  business. 

Richard  Montague,  a  yerj  gentlemanly  and  obliging 
man,  came  here  in  1822,  opened  a  shop  over  A.  &  T.  Hall, 
and  for  a  long  term  of  years  held  the  lead  in  making  fine, 
stylish  garments  for  gentlemen.  He  also  made  ladies' 
pelisses  and  other  outside  garments.  Sylvester  Haskell 
bought  out  Dan  Hough  in  1824,  and  the  next  year  removed 
to  the  south  store  in  Prentiss's  new  block. 

In  1822,  Elijah  and  Joel  Parker  formed  the  law  firm 
of  E.  &  J.  Parker  and  had  their  office  over  A.  &  T.  Hall's 
store.  Foster  Alexander  and  Thomas  M.  Edwards  were 
also  lawj^ers  in  town;  and  Mr.  Edwards  was  still  post- 
master. In  1825  he  put  up  a  small  building  east  of  Lam- 
son's  store,  on  Roxbury  street,  and  had  his  office  and  the 
postoffice  there.  It  was  afterwards  the  law  office  of 
Wheeler  &  Faulkner. 

The  Medical  Society  of  Cheshire  County'  had  been 
formed,  with  Dr.  Amos  Twitchell  president  and  librarian, 
and  held  its  annual  meetings  in  Keene.  The  other  mem- 
bers from  Keene  were  Dr.  Daniel  Adams,  Dr.  Charles  G. 
Adams  and  Dr.  Joseph  Wheeler. 

Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.,  built  his  new  shop  where  the  "Mu- 
seum" now  stands,  in  1823,  and  moved  into  it  with  his 
cabinet,  chair  and  sleigh  manufacturing.  Eliphalet  Briggs, 
Jr.,  and  John  W.  Briggs  were  in  the  same  business  —  "three 
doors  north  of  the  meetinghouse"  —  on  the  west  side  of 
Prison  street. 
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The  mills  o(  Faulkner  &  Colony  were  destroyed  l)y  fire 
early  in  the  year,  hut  they  immediately  rebuilt,  with  1)riek, 
and  in  September  advertised  "  that  their  new  mills  are  so 
far  eompleted  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  Wool  to  Card 
and  Cloth  to  Dress." 

George  Page  and  Alvan  Holman  were  making  pumps 
and  manufacturing  lumber  "at  Page's  mill,  two  miles  East 
of  Keene  street,"  on  the  Roxbury  branch  —  the  mills  since 
known  as  the  peg  factory.  The  Ebenezer  Robbins  mill  on 
White  Ijrook  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  Joel  Kingsbury. 
Aaron  Davis  was  turning  out  "  Warranted  hoes  at  his  Fac- 
tory two  miles  from  Keene  street"  —  at  South  Keene  —  and 
Nathan  Wood,  a  noted  blacksmith,  manufactured  the  best 
of  ploughs. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


TOWN  AFFAIRS. 
1826—18+0. 

The  coutroversj'  between  the  Unitarians  and  the  Or- 
thodox Congregationalists  in  Keene  entered  into  ah  the 
affairs  of  Hfe  to  an  extent  that  would  seem  incredible  at 
the  present  day,  and  created  much  bitterness — in  some 
cases  even  between  those  who  had  been  the  warmest 
friends,  i 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  182G,  Hon.  Salma  Hale, 
from  the  committee  appointed  in  1825  to  devise  some  sat- 
isfactory method  of  disposing  of  the  meetinghouse,  reported 
that  several  meetings  of  the  committee  had  been  held,  but 
nothing  had  been  accomplished.  The  town  then  voted  to 
allow  the  Keene  Congregational  Society  to  use  the  edifice 
thirteen  Sundays  during  the  3'ear  ensuing,  the  particular 
Sundaj's  to  be  designated  by  the  selectmen  ;  and  that  after 
that  term,  the  selectmen  then  in  office  should  fix  the  num- 
ber of  Sundays  to  be  used  hy  that  societ}^  for  four  years 
following.  In  compliance  with  that  vote  the  selectmen 
designated  eighty -three  Sundays  in  the  four  years  beginning 
in  June,  1827,  on  which  the  edifice  might  be  used  by  that 
society. 

During  this  year  the  first  edition  of  the  ''Annals  of  the 
Town  of  Keene,  from  its  first  settlement  in  1734  to  the 
year  1790,"  b}'  Hon.  Salma  Hale,  was  published  by  Moore, 
of  Concord,  N.  H.  They  "  were  compiled  at  the  request  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,"  of  which  Mr.  Hale 
was  an  active  member,  "  and  of  several  citizens  of  Keene. "^ 
At  the  annual  meeting  the  town  voted  to  instruct  the 
selectmen  to  procure  400  copies  of  that  work  and  distrib- 
ute among  the  inhabitants,  "provided  that  the  expense 
does  not  exceed  fifty  dollars"  (12V^  cents  a  cop}').  About 

1  One  of  the  wits  of  Keejie  said  of  the  two  societies  that  "one  appeared  to 
have  religion  without  morals;  the  other,  morals  without  religion." 

2In  1851,  a  second  edition,  '*  with  corrections,  additions  and  a  continuation 
to  1815"  w^as  published  by  J.  W.  Prentiss  &  Co.  of  Kccnc. 
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the  same  time  appeared  the  "History  of  the  United  States" 
by  the  same  author.  In  1820,  the  American  Academy 
of  Languages  and  Belles  Lettres  had  offered  a  premiinn  of 
$4-00  and  a  gold  medal  to  the  American  citizen  who  should 
within  two  years  produce  the  best  written  history  of  the 
United  States.  Four  books  were  entered  by  different 
authors  and  the  premium  for  the  best  history  was  awarded 
to  Mr.  Hale.  It  was  published  in  New  York  by  Harper  & 
Brothers,  in  London,  by  T.  Miller,  and  at  the  Sentinel 
office  in  Keene.  A  few  copies  of  the  London  edition  were 
sold  here. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  population  and  the  immense 
productions  of  the  country  brought  the  stibject  of  trans- 
portation more  and  more  prominently  before  the  public. 
That  by  water,  with  the  steamboat,  which  was  fast  com- 
ing into  use,  was  the  cheapest  and  most  rapid  then  known. 
Large  canal  systems  were  already  in  successful  operation, 
others  were  projected  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  wherever 
there  was  a  possibility  of  a  practicable  route,  and  rivers, 
large  and  small,  were  utilized.  The  canal  commissioners  of 
Massachusetts  in  182G  reported  a  feasible  route  for  a  canal 
from  Boston  through  Groton,  Leominster,  Fitchburg,  Win- 
chendon  and  down  Miller's  river  to  the  Connecticut;  and 
it  was  coufidenth'  announced  that  there  would  be  "a  land 
carriage  of  onl\-  twenty  miles  from  here  to  the  capital  of 
New  England."  (Sentinel.) 

A  company  was  formed  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Connecticut  river  from  Hartford,  Ct.,  to  Barnet,  Vt., 
219  miles,  202  of  which  would  be  in  slack  water  caused 
by  dams  or  natural  levels,  and  seventeen  by  canals.  The 
fall  was  420  feet,  to  be  overcome  by  fortj^-one  locks,  the 
whole  cost  estimated  at  $1,500,000.  The  canal  and  locks 
at  Bellows  Falls  cost  $107,313.  Large  meetings  were  held 
and  the  subject  was  ably  discussed,  notably  at  Charles- 
town,  in  August,  1826.  The  company  had  steam  tow- 
boats  built  for  hauling  freight;  and  an  elegant  new  steamer 
for  both  ])assengers  and  freight,  sevent3^-five  feet  long,  four- 
teen feet  wide,  drawing  two  feet  of  w^ater  and  "carr3nng 
30  tons  burden  including  its  machinery."  It  was  called 
the  Barnet,  and  began  making  its  trijis  in  the  autumn 
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of  1826.  Her  first  arrival  at  Brattleboro  was  "greeted 
with  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  ringing  of  the  bell." 
The  company  had  a  public  dinner  at  the  Mansion  House, 
followed  hy  toasts  and  speeches.  Another  steamer  called 
the  Enterprise  1  was  put  on,  followed  in  1829  by  the 
Vermont,  which  had  "a  handsome  cabin  on  deck,"  and 
carried  150  passengers  to  Charlestown  on  its  first  trip. 
In  1830,  congress  was  asked  for  an  appropriation  to  im- 
prove the  river.  In  1831,  the  steamer  Hampden  was  added. 
The  boats,  making  alternate  trips,  advertised  to  leave  Bel- 
lows Falls,  Westminster  and  Walpole  for  Hartford  every 
Monda\';  Putney,  Chesterfield,  Brattleboro,  Vernon  and 
Hinsdale  every  Tuesday;  Northfiekl  and  Gill  every  Wednes- 
daj';  the  returning  boat  leaving  Hartford  every  Monday; 
carr\^ing  both  passengers  and  freight. 

The  fiftieth  anniversar}'  of  American  independence  was 
celebrated  in  Keene  with  great  eclat.  By  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  town  a  new  bell  for  the  meetinghouse  had  been 
procured  and  at  sunrise  it  was  rung,  accompanied  by 
twenty-four  discharges  of  cannon.  Aaron  Appleton  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  and  Hon. 
James  Wilson  (senior)  was  president  of  the  day,  with 
Samuel  Grant  of  Walpole,  Elisha  Bclding  of  Swanzey, 
S.  Cobb  of  Westmoreland,  Nahum  Parker  of  Fitzwilliam 
and  Hon.  Salma  Hale  of  Keene,  vice  presidents.  Gen. 
Justus  Perry  was  chief  marshal,  with  Majors  Oliver 
Heaton  and  B.  F.  Adams  assistants.  At  11  o'clock  a  pro- 
cession of  several  hundred  citizens  of  this  and  neighboring 
towns,  escorted  by  the  Keene  Light  Infantry,  Capt.  Geo. 
Brown,  marched  to  the  meetinghouse,  where  religious  ser- 
vices were  held,  Rev.  Mr.  Dickinson,  of  Walpole,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Leonard,  of  Dublin,  assisting  the  pastor.  The  house 
w^as  filled  to  overflowing.  An  oration  was  delivered  by 
Rev.  T.  R.  Sullivan,  and  patriotic  music  was  rendered  by 
tlie  Keene  Musical  Societ}'  under  the  direction  of  Eliphalet 
Briggs,  Jr.  At  the  close  of  those  exercises,  150  persons  sat 
down  to  "a  y^ry  handsome  entertainment  under  an  arti- 
ficial bower,"  where  thirteen  regular  and  sixteen  voluntary 
toasts  were  drunk,  and  responses  made  by  the  talented 

^lielieved  to  have  been  the  one  from  the  Ashuelot  river,  with  steam  added. 
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gentlemen  ])resent.  The  day  was  very  generally  celebrated 
throughout  the  cotintry.  It  was  on  that  day  that  both 
John  Adanis  and  Thomas  Jefferson  died. 

The  first  appearance  of  a  circus  in  this  town  was  in 
Jnh',  1826.  It  stopped  at  the  Phoenix  Hotel,  and  concluded 
its  exhibition  with  a  play,  "  The  Hunted  Tailor."  "Admis- 
sion 25  cents.    Children  half  price." 

At  its  muster  this  year  the  Twentieth  regiment  was 
commanded  hy  Col.  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  Col.  Perry  having 
been  promoted  to  brigadier  general.  When  the  militia  of 
the  state  was  reviewed  by  Gov.  John  Ta^dor  Oilman  in 
1797  or  '98,  the  Twelfth  regiment,  composed  of  the  towns 
of  Marllioro,  Packersfield,  Dublin,  Jaffrey,  Rindge  and 
Fitzwilliam,  was  pronounced  the  best  in  the  state;  and 
for  a  long  term  of  3'ears  that  superiority  was  maintained. 
The  Twentieth  had  been  its  constant  rival  for  the  first 
position,  and  this  year,  under  Col.  Wilson's  command,  it 
was  given  a  slight  preference. 

For  man}'  j'ears  afterwards,  1826  was  known  in  this 
region  as  the  "grasshopper  3'ear,"  from  the  destructive 
ravages  of  that  insect.  They  destroyed  gardens,  stripped 
currant  bushes  and  shrubs  of  their  leaves  and  bark,  and  in 
many  cases  utterh'  ruined  the  grass,  corn,  r_ve,  oats  and 
other  crops.  They  would  destro\'  clothes  if  left  within 
their  reach,  find  even  ruin  the  wooden  hfmdles  of  farming 
tools  if  left  out  over  night.  They  literally  covered  the 
ground  and  "would  rise  tip  before  the  passer  in  countless 
millions,  sometimes  obscuring  the  sun  like  a  cloud."  "The 
weather  was  dry  and  potatoes  and  other  crops  came  to  a 
standstill."  But  rain  fell,  the  grasshoppers  died  after  a  few 
weeks'  existence,  and  crops  took  a  fresh  start.  Lilacs,  and 
potatoes  planted  in  May,  blossomed  in  September. 

The  Cheshire  Agricultural  Society-  exhibited  at  Keene 
this  year,  the  leading  men  of  the  county  taking  an  active 
part  in  its  affairs.  Hon.  Joel  Parker  w-as  chief  marshal, 
assisted  b}-  Col.  Thomas  F.  Ames  and  Major  Oliver  Heaton. 
Col.  James  Wilson  delivered  the  address;  Levi  Chamber- 
lain, then  of  Fitzwilliam,  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  awards ;  and  among  those  who  served  on  committees 
were  James  Wilson,  senior,  Elijah  Dunbar,  William  Lamson, 
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Jr.,  Capt.  Joseph  Dorr  and  Aaron  Appleton.  Mrs.  Thomas 
Edwards  took  a  premium  for  the  best  carpet,  and  Samuel 
Wadsworth,  of  RoxburN',  took  one  for  the  best  product 
of  potatoes,  having  raised  491  bushels  on  one  acre  of  land. 

The  notable  persons  who  died  this  \-ear  were  David 
Nims  (at  his  son's  in  Roxbury),  one  of  the  first  persons 
born  in  Keene,  aged  eightv-four;  Joshua  Ellis,  the  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  wounded  at  Bunker  flill,  aged  seventy-four; 
Ezra  Wilder,  aged  eighty -five;  Cornelius  Sturtevant,  an 
early  settler,  aged  ninety-one;  Airs.  Mar}^  widow  of  Major 
Davis  Howlett,  aged  eighty-seven ;  Dr.  Joseph  Wheeler, 
aged  forty-six;  and  Mrs.  Mar3^  H.,  wife  of  Gen.  Justus 
Perry,  aged  twentj'-one. 

lu  January,  1827,  there  was  a  term  of  remarkabl)'  cold 
weather.  For  five  successive  mornings  the  mercnr3'  did  not 
rise  higher  than  10°  below  zero,  and  on  one  morning  it 
w^as  27°  below.  Lake  Champlain  was  completely  closed 
with  ice,  and  Boston  harbor  was  frozen  OA'cr  as  far  down 
as  Nantasket  Roads.  Snow  was  four  feet  deep  on  a  level 
— six  feet  on  the  Green  Mountains. 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  town  raised  $500  for  fenc- 
ing burying  grounds.  The  firewards  this  year  were  Capt. 
Joseph  Dorr,  Timoth3^  Hall,  Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.,  John  Hatch, 
Joel  Parker  and  James  Wilson,  Jr.  In  November,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  law  passed  the  year  before,  they  posted 
printed  rules  and  regiil'ations  in  relation  to  fires;  and  gaA-c 
notice  that  they  would  inspect  the  buildings  in  town,  that 
the  required  ladders  must  be  put  up,  and  the  leathern  fire- 
buckets  kept  constantly  on  hand. 

The  question  of  dividing  Cheshire  county  had  been 
agitated  for  many  years,  and  petitions  for  such  an  act  had 
been  presented  to  the  legislature  setting  forth  the  need  on 
account  of  "the  great  increase  of  population  and  of  the 
business  in  the  probate  and  judiciary  courts  and  the  regis- 
try of  deeds."  This  year  an  act  was  passed  creating  the 
county  of  Sullivan  and  making  Keene  the  sole  shire  town 
of  Cheshire. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  Rev.  T. 
R.  Sullivan,  Hon.  Salma  Hale,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jr.,  and 
James  Wilson,  Jr.,  was  chosen  "to  take  into  consideration 
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tlic  st.'ite  of  the  common  schools  in  the  Town  and  devise 
such  mcasnres  as  nia\'  he  ])racticable  and  expedient  for  their 
improvement."  No  rc])ort  of  that  committee  has  been  found, 
but  the  committee  on  examination  of  teachers  that  year, 
—  Rev.  T.  R.  Sullivan,  Joel  Parker,  Thomas  M.  Edwards, 
Salina  Hale  and  John  Prentiss  —  prescribed  the  following 
textbooks  to  be  used  in  the  schools  :  "  Lee's  SpeUiuf^  Book ;  " 
"Easy  Lessons  in  Reading;"  "History  of  the  United 
States;"  "English  Reader;"  the  Scriptures;  "Scientific 
Class  Book;  "  Murray's  and  Putnam's  grammars;  Worces- 
ter's and  Woodbridge's  geographies ;  Adams'  arithmetic, 
old  and  neu%  and  Pike's  arithmetic  in  full. 

A  mail  had  run  between  Keene  and  Worcester  since 
about  1800.  In  1826,  a  line  of  stages  was  put  on  via 
Templeton  and  Worcester  to  Norwich,  Ct.,  to  connect  with 
steamers  to  New  York,  three  times  a  week.  For  a  year  or 
two  previous  to  this,  the  line  had  run  in  the  same  wa}-  to 
Providence,  making  a  similar  connection  to  New  York.  In 
1827,  a  line  of  daily  mail  stages  was  established  which 
ran  from  Boston  through  Keene  to  Middlebury,  Burling- 
ton and  Montreal,  following  the  route  of  the  third  New 
Hampshire  turnpike  and  connecting  with  other  lines  at  all 
large  tow-ns.  A  competing  line  ran  on  the  Cheshire  turn- 
pike and  Branch  Road  Company's  route  through  Rindge 
and  Fitzwilliam,  crossing  the  other  line  at  Keene  and  going 
on  through  Surry,  Drewsville  and  Charlestow^n  to  Wood- 
stock and  Montpelier,  and  also  to  Windsor  and  Hanover; 
thus  giving  Keene  two  daily  lines  to  and  from  Boston. 
The  companies  often  furnished  six  horses  to  the  coach,  and 
for  many  years  staging  was  a  lively  and  important  busi- 
ness. It  was  not  uncommon  for  sixty  to  one  hundred 
passengers  to  arrive  and  depart  in  a  day,  and  nearly  all 
the  coaches  stopped  for  the  night  in  Keene.  Hatch's  and 
Harrington's  taverns  were  the  stage-houses  for  the  compet- 
ing lines.  Those  lines  bore  various  names  at  different 
times,  as  the  "Old  Mail;"  the  "Union;"  the  "Telegraph 
Despatch;"  the  "Citizens';"  the  "Boston,  Fitchburg  & 
Keene  Mail  Stage  Co."  etc.  The  quickest  time  recorded 
between  Boston  and  Keene  was  made  on  the  27th  of 
December,  1831,  in  nine  hours  and  twenty -seven  minutes, 


rOir.V  AFFAIRS. 


401 


from  the  toll-house  in  Cambridge  to  Harrington's  tavern 
in  Keene,  stopping  eight  or  nine  times  to  shift  mail  and 
horses.  The  passage  was  made  from  Concord  on  runners. 
There  was  also  at  one  time  a  line  to  Greenfield  and  North- 
ampton, connecting  at  Hartford  with  steamboats  to  New 
York;  and  one  running  three  times  a  week  from  Ports- 
mouth and  Exeter  to  Keene  and  thence  through  Brattle- 
boro  to  Alban3'  and  the  west. 

In  August,  Aaron  Davis's  blacksmith  shop  and  trip- 
hammer w^orks  at  South  Keene  were  burned ;  and  Jehiel 
Wilson's  pail  factory  —  the  first  in  New  England  to  make 
pails  by  machinery  —  was  damaged  hy  the  same  fire.  Both 
were  immediately  rebuilt. 

Eliphalet  Briggs,  third  of  that  name  in  town,  died  this 
year,  aged  sixty-two ;  Ephraim  Wilson,  aged  fift3'-seven ; 
and  Royal  Blake,  aged  seventy-two. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1828,  the  town  "Voted  to 
grant  and  convey  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the 
town  of  Keene  in  and  unto  the  meeting  House  now  stand- 
ing on  the  common  at  the  head  of  Main  street,  with  the 
appurtenances,  to  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  said 
town ; "  reserving,  however,  to  the  towm  the  right  to  use 
the  house  and  the  bell  on  public  occasions,  and  the  right 
to  hang  a  bell  in  the  belfry  and  control  and  use  it  on 
such  occasions ;  but  on  the  Sabbath  the  society  was  to 
have  full  control.  In  case  the  town  neglected  for  six 
months  at  any  time  to  provide  a  bell  its  rights  were  to  be 
forfeited.  But  the  vote  was  not  to  take  effect  until  bonds 
had  been  given  to  the  town  by  said  society  for  the  removal 
of  the  house  to  its  present  position,  without  expense  to 
the  town,  within  eighteen  months  from  the  passing  of  the 
vote  (a  deed  of  the  land  for  its  future  site  having  been 
given  b^'  Abijah  and  Azcl  Wilder) ;  nor  until  said  societ}' 
had  paid  to  the  Keene  Congregational  Society  the  sum  of 
$750  and  procured  a  release  to  the  town  from  that  society 
of  its  claims  to  the  meetinghouse ;  and  also  a  release  from 
Joseph  Dorr  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  Richardson  Dorr,  of 
their  rights  and  interests  in  the  land  on  which  the  house 
then  stood,  and  in  the  common  —  the  limits  of  which  were 
defined  and  were  nearly  the  same  as  the  present  Square, 
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wliich  w.-ih;  "to  be  forever  a]Ji)ropriated  for  a  eommon  and 
public  liighwav."    When  all  these  conditions  had  been  com- 
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plied  with,  the  selectmen  were  to  give  a  deed  of  the  build- 
ing to  said  First  Congregational  Society. i   That  society 

i  T hi?  Vvas  the  final  separation  of  the  church  from  the  town  in  Kecnc, 
cxctpt  that  the  totvn  retained  control  of  the  house  and  bell  on  public  occasions 
until  the  annual  ineetin^'  in  l«4-0,  when  final  action  ivas  taken  on  the  16th 
article  :>f  the  warrant. —  "To  see  if  the  town  will  relinquish  all  the  right,  title 
and  interest  ',<'.  the  old  meetinn-house  except  the  use  of  the  bell  for  town  pnr- 
-n.>^e»,  or  nii-e  nmney  to  repair  the  same"  —  by  voting  "that  the  town  relin- 
t;aisb  their  claim," 
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accepted  the  proposition  of  the  town,  with  all  its  pro- 
visions, and  during  that  season  and  the  one  following  the 
edifice  was  removed  to  its  present  position  (by  means  of 
a  windlass),  turned  one-quarter  round, ^  remodelled  and 
finished.  The  entrance  was  by  broad  stone  steps  on  which 
stood  four  tall  Corinthian  pillars  supporting  the  front  of 
the  steeple  —  a  fine,  graceful  structure  one  hundred  and 
thirtj'  feet  high,  built  b3'  William  Wilson  of  Keene,  the 
organ  maker.  The  work  was  done  through  different  com- 
mittees, consisting  of  Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.,  Azel  Wilder,  Abel 
Blake,  Timothy  Hall,  William  Lamson,  Jr.,  S.  A.  Gerould, 
C.  H.  Jaquith,  Enos  Holbrook,  Nathan  Bassett,  Eliphalet 
Briggs,  Dea.  Elijah  Carter  and  Elijah  Parker,  the  clerk  of 
the  societ^^. 

The  question  of  enlarging  and  improving  the  common 
had  been  agitated  for  several  years,  particularh'  by  A.  & 
A.  Wilder,  who  owned  the  land  on  the  north  side,  gave  that 
for  the  site  of  the  meetinghouse  and  moved  the  edifice  at 
their  own  expense.  As  early  as  1S20,  meetings  had  been  held 
by  those  interested,  money  subscribed,  and  action  taken 
with  a  view  to  removing  the  meetinghouse,  dispensing 
with  the  horsesheds  and  enlarging  the  Square.  This  year 
the  change  was  made  as  related ;  A.  &  A.  Wilder  erected 
"Wiklers'  building"  on  the  north;  and  William  Lamson, 
Jr.,  had  built  his  three-story  brick  block  on  the  corner  of 
Roxbury  street,  where  the  Bank  block  now  stands,  in  1827. 

In  compliance  with  a  law  passed  in  1827,  the  select- 
men this  year  appointed  a  superintending  school  committee, 
consisting  of  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  Rev.  T.  R.  Sullivan,  Joel 
Parker,  Elijah  Parker  and  Thomas  M.  Edwards;  and 
each  district  chose  a  prudential  committee. 

In  March,  Mr.  Beniah  Cooke, 2  who  had  been  "Pre- 
ceptor of  Fitchburg  Academy"  opened  a  school  for  instruc- 
tion "in  the  several  branches  usually  taught  in  our  Acad- 
emies" in  a  room  over  Sj-lvester  Haskell's  store,  where  the 
Sentinel  building  now  stands,  with  the  entrance  on  the 

"•"Old  Capt.  Samuel  Bassett,  itje  carpenter  and  Ke volKtioiiary  soldier,  sawed 
off  the  posts  and  men  and  boj's  pulled  the  steeple  over  with  ropes."  (W.  S. 
Briggs  and  N.  E.  Starkey.1 

'lie  married  a  daughter  of  Col.  Stephen  Harrington  and  was  for  manr 
years  editor  and  puWisher  of  the  Cheshire  Kepnbiican  and  Farmers'  Mnsenni, 
the  Silk  Grower,  and  other  publications. 
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north  side.  He  afterwards  ealled  it  the  Keenc  Acadeinic 
School,  and  continued  it  for  several  terms  very  successfully, 
having  nearly  100  pupils. 

But  in  Deceml)er,  182S,  the  Kcene  High  school  was 
estalilished  hy  the  citizens  of  the  three  central  districts  of 
the  town,  under  certain  restrictions  and  regulations.  The 
candidates  for  admission  were  examined  l)y  a  committee 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  the  first  being  composed  of  Rev. 
T.  R.  Sullivan,  Aaron  Hall  and  Phineas  Fiskc.  It  was 
managed  by  a  prudential  committee  consisting  of  Rev. 
Z.  S.  Barstow,  Eliphalet  Briggs  and  Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.  It 
was  taught  in  the  east  room  of  the  Wilder  building  by 
Mr.  Edward  C.  Ellis,  a  graduate  of  Middlebury  college.  He 
was  succeeded  the  next  ^-ear  hy  Mr.  A.  H.  Bennett,  who 
was  afterwards  a  lawyer  at  Winchester. 

The  town  appropriated  $125  for  the  purchase  of  a 
cast  steel  belP  for  the  west  (Baptist)  meetinghouse,  to 
weigh  not  less  than  GOO  pounds. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  in  June,  Hon.  Salma 
Hale  presided  as  chairman  when  Col.  James  Wilson  was 
elected  speaker  of  the  house.  -  Upon  the  introduction  of 
a  bill  l>y  Hon.  Salma  Hale,  the  First  Congregational  Society 
in  Keene  was  incorporated. 

The  4t]i  of  July  was  celebrated  in  much  the  same  way 
that  it  had  been  two  years  previous. 

A  large  and  enthusiastic  conTcntion  of  the  Whigs  of 
Cheshire  county  was  held  in  Keene,  on  the  9th  of  October, 
in  opposition  to  the  movement  in  favor  of  Andrew  Jackson 
for  president.  Hon.  Joel  Parker  presided,  Larkin  G.  Mead 
was  .secretary,  and  Col.  James  Wilson  and  Thomas  M.  Ed- 
wards \Yere  the  principal  speakers.  At  the  national  elec- 
tion in  November,  1S2S.  Keene  cast  346  votes  for  the 
Adams'  electors,  to  107  for  those  of  the  Jackson  part^'. 

A  remarkable  rain-storm,  lasting  two  days  and  extend- 
ing over  all  New  England,  occurred  in  November.  Mills, 
dams,  l)ridges  and  fences  were  swept  awa3^  and  crops 

2  That  bcl!  is  still  in  nse  in  the  tower  of  the  Baptist  church,  on  Court  street. 

2  Mis  term  as  speaker  continued  \mt  one  Te.ir,  the  "Hurrah  for  Jackson" 
csn-Tius  the  .state  I.iemocratic  in  November.  ]Ie  built  his  larg-c  brick  house  the 
,«.-jTac  year  —  nu-sv  the  resi<3ence  of  Mr.  Isaac  J.  Dunn,  129  Main  street,  and  soon 
afterward?  built  the  present  CitT  Hotel,  named  at  first  the  Workinfrmen's  Hotel 
•and  kept  bv  Kdward  Whitney.  Two  Tears  later  the  name  was  changed  to 
Emerald  House.    Still  later  the  brick  store  north  of  it  was  joined  to  the  hotel. 
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destroyed.  The  Connecticut  river  rose  more  than  twenty 
feet,  and  was  higher  than  had  l)ecn  known  for  fort3'  3'ears. 

Among  those  who  died  this  year  were  William  Lara- 
son,  senior,  aged  sixt3'^-four,  Samuel  Osgood,  seventy-one, 
and  Zachariah  Tufts,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner  who  served 
with  credit  in  Morgan's  celel^rated  corps  of  riflemen. 


Unitarian  Churcu  — 1820. 

The  first  Unitarian  meetinghouse  was  built  in  1829, 
on  the  south  corner  of  Main  and  Church  streets.  The 
building  committee  w^cre  John  Wood,  Justus  Perr}',  John 
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Elliot,  Francis  Faulkner,  and  James  Wilson,  Jr.  Placed 
beneath  the  corner  stone  was  a  copjjcr  plate  bearing  this 
inscription : 

"On  tlie  Fourth  Day  of  July, 
A.  I).  1S2'J, 
TriR  CuRNiiK  Stonk 
of  this  house 
liirected  by  the  Kccne  Contrre;^ntioiial  Society, 
Aided  by  a  donation  from  William  Lamson, 
And  Dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  Only  Trne  (X)D, 
111  the  name  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  whom  he  hath  sent, 
Was  ijlaced  with  religious  ceremonies. 
T.  R.  Sullivan^  Pastor." 

It  was  dedicated  in  April  following,  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett, 
of  Boston,  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft  (father  of  the  historian),  of 
Worcester,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Abbott,  of  Peterboro,  assisting. 
With  Mr.  Lamson's  legacj'  of  $1,500.00,  subscriptions,  and 
the  sale  of  pews,  the  society  started  not  onl}'  free  from 
debt,  but  with  sufficient  funds  to  purchase  an  organ  —  the 
first  church  organ  in  town  —  built  b}'  Pratt  of  Winchester 
and  played  by  Miss  Juliette  Briggs.  The  bell,  cast  by 
Revere,  weighed  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  and  is  still  in  use, 
in  the  tower  of  the  new  Unitarian  meetinghouse.  A  few 
3'ears  later  a  town  clock,  made  by  Mr.  Holbrook  of  East 
Medwa}',  Mass.,  the  gift  of  Mr.  John  Elliot,  w^as  placed 
upon  tiie  tower. 

This  period,  culminating  about  1S25  and  continuing 
for  many  years  afterwards,  was  one  of  remarkable  bril- 
liancy in  the  societ}'  of  Keene.  The  town  was  noted  for 
its  high  social  standard,  for  the  refinement  and  culture  of 
many  of  its  inhabitants,  and  for  its  many  accomplished 
and  lovely  women  who  gave  tone  to  that  societj^  among 
whom  were  the  wife  of  Major  Josiah  Richardson  and  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Joseph  Dorr;  Mrs.  Daniel  Newcomb  and 
her  sisters-in-law,  Mrs.  Daniel  Adams  and  Mrs.  George 
Ingersoll;!  Mrs.  vSamuel  Dinsmoor;  Mrs.  Aaron  Hall;  Mrs. 
James  Wilson;  Mrs.  Elijah  Dunbar  and  her  sisters,  Mrs. 
Ithamar  Chase,-  Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Bond  and  Mrs.  James  H. 
Bradford;  Mrs.  Salma  Hale;  Mrs.  Aaron  Hall,  Jr.,  and 
Mrs.  Timothy  Hall; 3  Mrs.  Z.  S.  Barstow;  Mrs.  Aaron 

lOf  tht  Gol(ithw.-iitc  familv  of  Boston. 

2))aMKhter  of  AlcxnnJer  K.-ilstoii  and  motUer  of  Salmon  P.  Chase. 

3  One  ■!  the  wits  of  Kccne  said  of  tho.=e  ladies  that  "one  was  the  immacu- 
late Mrs,  H.t!1,  the  other  the  aromatic  Mrs.  IlaJI,"  from  the  profasion  of  flowers 
wjth  which  uhc  adonieul  her  home  and  provided  for  entertainment.s. 
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Appleton;  Mrs.  Azel  Wilder;  Mrs.  Phincas  Fiske;  Mrs. 
Henr\'  Dorr;  Miss  Catherine  Fiske;  and  many  others 
deserving  of  mention. 

There  was  also  a  brilliant  array  of  able  men,  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  names  already  mentioned. 

It  was  in  1829  that  the  Keene  Debating  Society,  after- 
wards named  the  Keene  Forensic  Society  and  Lyceum, 
was  formed ;  and  it  continued  for  man}'  3'ears  with  great 
success.  The  names  of  its  members  represent  a  tower  of 
intellectual  strength  such  as  few  country  villages  could 
present.  Among  them  w^erc  those  of  Joel  Parker,  Salma 
Hale,  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  Z.  S.  Barstow,  T.  R.  SulHvan,  A. 
A.  Livermore,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jr.,  Elijah  Parker,  John 
Elliot,  Justus  Perry,  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Aaron  Hall, 
Charles  G.  Adams,  John  B.  Dousman,  John  Prentiss,  Phin- 
eas  Fiske,  Nathaniel  Dana,  Benj;  F.  Adams,  Phineas  Han- 
derson,  Levi  Chamberlain,  John  H.  Elliot,  and  W^m.  P. 
Wheeler,  whose  name  was  the  last  signed  to  the  constitu- 
tion. Their  constitution  was  headed  with  the  preamble, 
"  Whereas  intellectual  culture  and  a  knowledge  of  science 
and  the  arts  are  important  to  the  best  interests  of  society, 
and  indispensablj'  requisite  for  the  stability  and  prosperity 
of  a  free  government,"  etc.  Hon.  Joel  Parker  was  its  first 
president,  with  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow  and  Rev.  T.  R.  Sullivan 
vice  presidents.  The  meetings  were  held  in  the  town  hall, 
open  to  the  public,  and  a  lecture  preceded  the  debate.  One 
of  the  questions  debated  soon  after  the  organization  was, 
"  Would  it  be  advantageous  to  the  public  and  to  Keene  to 
construct  a  railway  from  Boston  through  Keene  to  the 
Connecticut  river?  " 

There  was  also  a  large  number  of  men  and  women  of 
refinement  and  literary  taste  and  culture  not  mentioned  in 
the  above  categories;  and  other  societies  for  intellectual 
improvement  were  formed.  The  Keene  Book  Society  had 
been  organized  in  1824  and  its  annual  meetings  were  held 
in  the  town  hall.  Its  membership  in  1827  numbered  122 
and  its  officers  were  the  leading  men  of  the  town.  Addresses 
were  made  each  year,  and  the  list  of  speakers  contained 
the  names  of  the  most  brilliant  and  learned  men  in  the 
country.    In  1831  this  society  was  merged  in  the  Keene 
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Circulating  Library,  which  had  l>cen  in  existence  many 
vcar.s,  and  the  combined  librarj'  numbered  one  thousand 
volumes.  It  was  under  the  management  of  George  Tilden 
and  was  0])en  every  day  except  Sunday.  The  Social 
Library  of  former  days  was  still  in  existence,  with  Noah 
CooUe  librarian,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1829.  Some 
of  its  volumes  are  still  in  the  Keene  Public  Library. 

Then  there  was  a  Cheshire  Atheufeum,  whose  officers 
at  this  time  were  Joel  Parker,  president;  James  Wilson, 
Jr.,  vice  president;  Elijah  Parker,  treasui-er  and  librarian; 
Timothy  Hall,  registrar;  and  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  Aaron 
Hall  and  George  Tilden,  trustees.  It  had  six  hundred 
volumes.  There  was  also  a  Cheshire  Theological  Institute, 
a  corporation  in  which  many  of  Keene's  prominent  men 
held  shares,  designed^  to  furnish  the  clergymen  of  the 
countN'  with  literature  that  might  aid  them  in  their  work. 
It  had  a  Hbrarv  of  about  700  volumes. 

Besides  these  there  w-as  a  Free  Fellows'  Society;  an 
Auxiliary  Education  Societ_v,  Capt.  Abel  Blake,  chairman; 
a  Youth's  Social  Fraternit3' ;  a  Juvenile  Library,  Rev.  T. 
R.  Sullivan,  librarian;  a  Sabbath  School  library  of  the 
First  Congregational  church  containing  550  volumes;  and 
a  Poker  fuid  Tongs  Club. 

The  Masonic  bodies  were  in  a  flonrishing  condition,  and 
leading  men  of  the  town,  including  Col.  James  Wilson, 
John  Prentiss  and  John  Hatch,  were  active  members. 

There  was  the  Kecne  Musical  Society,  already  men- 
tioned ;  the  Keene  Harmonic  Society ;  and  the  Keene 
Musical  Association — formed  in  1831  —  all  of  which  as- 
pired to  the  rendering  of  classical  music;  and  the  Chesh- 
ire Count}'  Sacred  Music  Society,  which  held  most  of  its 
sessions  in  Keene,  was  composed  largeh'  of  Keene  people. 
The  Handel  and  Ha3'dn  Society's  collection  of  church 
music  had  just  then  been  published  and  gave  new  impetus 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  art  of  singing. 

There  were  two  bookstores  in  town,  kept  by  John 
Prentiss  and  George  Tilden,  and  two  weekly  newspapers, 
besides  a  Unitarian  monthly  called  the  Liberal  Preacher, 
begun  in  1827,  \v\th  Rev.  T.  R.  Sullivan  as  editor.    It  was 

i  See  slietch  of  Rev.  Dr.  Biirstow. 
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published  at  the  Sentinel  office  for  several  \-ears  and  finally 
passed  into  the  hands  of  George  Tilden. 

There  were  many  other  organizations  for  the  promo- 
tion of  temperance,  charity  and  other  good  works  —  the 
Tract  Society  of  Keene;  the  Ladies'  Cent  Society,  of  which 
Mrs.  Barstow  succeeded  Mrs.  Hall  as  president ;  the  Hesh- 
bon  Society,  Miss  Olive  Prime,  president,  Miss  Hannah 
Newcomb,  secretar3'  and  treasurer,  and  Miss  Lncretia 
Dawes  and  Miss  Newcomb,  ])rudential  committee ;  and  the 
Ladies'  Charitaijie  Society,^  of  whicli  again  Mrs.  Barstow 
succeeded  Mrs.  Hall  as  president,  and  held  the  office  for 
nearly  half  a  centur_v.  The  two  latter  societies  are  still  in 
flourishing"  condition.  There  was  an  association  of  men 
and  another  of  women  in  aid  of  foreign  missions. 

Much  was  done  at  this  x)eriod  for  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance. A  large  meeting  for  that  purpose  was  held  in  Keene  in 
October,  1S29,  at  which  Joel  Parker,  Gen.  Wilson,  Thomas 
M.  Edwards  and  other  prominent  men  made  addresses. 
And  such  gatherings  were  frequent  throughout  the  country. 
The  Cheshire  Count_v  Temperance  Society  was  formed 
which  survived  for  many  years,  usucdiy  holding  its  meet- 
ings at  the  town  hall  in  Keene.  Dr.  Amos  Twitehell  was 
its  first  president,  followed  b\-  Joe!  Parker  and  other  men 
of  influence.  Previous  to  that  the  same  class  of  men  had 
organized  the  Association  of  Keene  for  Discountenancing 
the  Use  of  Ardent  Spirits,  and  much  active  work  Wc'is  done 
b_v  that  society',  and  manj'  powerful  appeals  and  addresses 
were  made  to  the  public.  Another  societ3'  was  formed 
called  the  Keene  Temperance  Association,  and  a  little  later 
the  Young  People's  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Tem- 
perance. Intoxicating  liquors  were  sold  at  all  public  houses 
and  most  of  the  stores,  by  the  glass  and  in  larger  quan- 
tities—  either  with  license  or  without  —  and  the  use  of  them 
was  so  general  and  excessive  as  to  become  alarming;  hence 
the  vigorous  action  above  indicated. 

iTht  Ladies'  Charitable  Socictr  -n-aj.  fonned  in  1815  as  a  readitiR  .society, 
meeting  once  a  %veek  and  readinjr  the  Bible  and  I'thcr  relisiuus  works,  and  the 
same  year  it  opened  a  Sabbath  >chof)l.  Tfie  next  vear  it  established  a  charity 
school,  and  houplit  wfioi  and  h.n]  it  carded  ami  'pun  to  be  knit  l>y  the  society 
— and  cotton  3-arn  to  be  woven  —  for  the  poor  and  destitute.  In  1.S20,  it  made 
clothing  and  sent  to  the  Indians,  and  in  1^24-,  it  .ippropriated  twenty  dollars 
to  aid  the  Greeks  in  their  stmsrsjle  for  itidc]>cr;dcnce.  An  extended  historical 
report  of  the  society,  by  Mrs.  C;itberinc  I*.  Jiinsmoor.  \vii.h  the  orijcinal  pream- 
ble of  its  rules  and  regnlatjon.s,  was  pnUlishcd  in  the  Sentinel  of  Dec.  19,  1S76. 
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|ohn  n.iU-h  still  kept  the  Pha-nix  Hotel:  Col.  Stephen 
Hai-rii);_;t()ii  the  M'i<,^le;  Henry  Coolidge  the  old  Ralston; 
Driniel  Day  and  Henr\-  Goodnow  theirs  on  the  respective 
turnpikes;  Josejih  and  Robert  Sliellj'  the  one  at  tlie  junc- 
tion of  those  routes,  fonnerly  tlie  Widow  Leonard's;  Jo- 
siah  Sawyer  was  keeping  his  popular  house  in  Ash  Swamp; 
Ahijah  Metcalf  the  Sun  tavern,  also  an  excellent  house; 
Samuel  Streetor  had  one  on  the  Westmoreland  road;  and 
a  little  later  Asa  Lincoln  kept  one  on  the  Chesterfield  road 
near  the  town  line. 

The  atiorne^'S  in  town  were  Samtiel  Dinsmoor,  James 
Wilson.  Elijah  Dunbar,  Joel  Parker,  Elijah  Parker,  Thomas 
AL  Edwards,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jr.,  and  James  Wilson,  Jr. 
The  phvsicians  were  Daniel  Adams  (died  in  1830),  Amos 
Twitchell,  Charles  G.  Adams  and  John  R.  Dousman.  Dr. 
C.  Stratton.  the  dentist,  was  making  occasional  visits  to 
Keene  and  other  towns,  beginning  in  1826. 

Appleton  &  Elliot  had  continued  in  business  at  the  cor- 
ner store  ^  and  in  the  manufacture  of  glass  until  1S26, 
when  that  firm  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Appleton  retired,  John 
Elliot  &  Co.  2  took  the  glass  business,  and  Adams  &  Hol- 
man^  took  the  store  the  second  time,  the  firm  changing  in 
1S2S  to  Adams,  Hoi  man  &  Wood,  and  in  1830,  to  Adams, 
Holm  an  &  Ducton  (Ormond  D.)  which  continued  till  1835. 

In  the  autumn  of  1827,  William  Lamson  occupied  his 
new  brick  block,  corner  of  Roxbury  street.  He  had,  as 
successive  partners,  John  T.  Hale,  George  Dutton  and 
Franklin  H.  Cutting.  The  firm  of  Lamson,  Cutting  &  Co. 
continued  for  many  years.  Sumner  Wheeler  succeeded  Perry 
&  Wheeler,  continuing  the  manufacture  of  glass  bottles 
with  the  business  of  the  store.  Capt.  Jesse  Corbett  still 
carried  on  his  watch  repairing,  jewelry  and  lottery  ticket 
business,  but  was  succeeded  a  few  3'ears  later,  as  jeweler, 
by  Norman  Wilson,  who  remained  for  many  years. 

Richard  Montague,  the  merchant  tailor,  had  removed 
to  a  store  on  the  west  side  of  the  Square,  and  in  1827,  took 
William  Dinsmoor  as  partner.  The  firm  changed  names 
several  times,  but  Mr.  Montague  continued  in  business 

'.\darjis  A:.  H^.hiinn  took  the  store  in  the  spring  of  1S21,  but  in  the  autumn 
of  1H22  2t  iias<ed  back  into  the  hands  of  ,\pp)et.on  &  Elliot. 
2Johti  EliKJt.  Oliver  Holmati  and  Bcnj.  F.  Adams, 
s  Bcnj.  F.  .Vdf.ms  sod  Oliver  Holman. 
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until  1835.  In  1833,  Mr.  Dinsmoor  formed  a  partnership 
with  Selden  F.  White,  at  No.  2  Wilders'  building.  The 
firm  soon  became  Dinsmoor,  White  &  L\-on,  and  was  the 
first  in  town  to  sell  read3'-niade  clothing.  The  change  in 
the  national  administration  brought  about  the  removal 
of  Thomas  M.  Edwards  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dins- 
moor as  postmaster,  and  he  removed  the  office  to  his 
store.  In  1836,  Selden  F.  White  took  the  business  of  the 
store  and  carried  it  on  for  several  years. 

Upon  the  completion  of  Wilders'  building  in  1828, 
Keyes  &  Colony-  (Elbridge  Keyes  and  Joshua  D.  Colony) 
took  the  west  store  and  kept  a  general  assortment  of 
goods.  Five  years  later  they  built  and  moved  into  their 
own  three-story  brick  building,  on  the  corner  of  West 
street,  the  site  of  the  present  postoffice  building,  and 
remained  in  business  there  for  manj'  years.  There  was  a 
hall  in  the  upper  story  of  their  building.  The}'  were  suc- 
ceeded in  Wilders'  by  Jacob  Haskell,  with  a  silk  and  dry 
goods  store.  Sylvester  Haskell  had  occupied  a  store  on 
the  w^est  side  of  the  Square,  and  in  1827,  he  removed  "  to 
the  new^  brick  store,"  where  the  Sentinel  l)uilding  now 
stands,  and  kept  a  general  assortment  of  goods  there  for 
several  3'ears. 

The  cut  of  Wilders'  building  shown  on  the  following 
page  is  from  an  original  wood  engraving  made  soon  after 
the  block  was  built.  It  is  the  property  of  Miss  Frances 
M.  Colony,  143  West  street,  through  whose  kindness  it  is 
now  used. 

Some  matrimonial  ventures  came  about  in  the  course 
of  trade  in  town.  Miss  Abagail  Woods,  daughter  of  Elijah 
Woods,  kept  a  milliner's  shop  over  S.  A.  Gerould's  store, 
east  side  of  Main  street,  afterwards  over  A.  &  T.  Hall's. 
In  1827,  she  married  J.  Gilman  Briggs,  who  was  after- 
wards in  business  here  with  his  brother,  Eliphalet  Briggs. 
The  same  3'ear  Miss  Maria  V.  Wood,  a  milliner,  sister  of 
John  v.,  married  Dea.  Asa  Duren,  the  baker.  A  few  years 
later,  Miss  Harriet  Keyes,  sister  of  Elbridge  Keyes,  who 
had  a  milliner's  shop  in  W'ilders'  b»ilding,  afterwards  over 
Kej'es  &  Colony's  store,  corner  of  West  street,  married 
Nathaniel   Evans,  a   popular  merchant  who  came  from 
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Sullivan  and  was  in  business  here  many  years.  She  bought 
the  old  Capt.  Richardson  tavern  on  West  street  and  they 
made  their  home  there,  leaving  it,  at  her  death,  to  her  sis- 
ter (Susan),  Mrs.  Harvey  A.  Bill,  who  was  the  last  to 
occup3'  it. 

Dexter  Anderson  came  in  1827  and  was  the  fashion- 
able hatter  here  for  many  years.  He  began  business  on  the 
east  side  of  Main  street.  Afterwards  his  shop  was  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Square,  east  of  the  church,  and  is  now 
the  dwelling  house  of  Dr.  G.  C.  Hill  on  Winter  street. 

At  this  period,  1830,  Faulkner  &  Colony  were  still 
dressing  cloth  and  carding  wool  into  rolls  for  famiHes  to 
spin  and  weave.  Azel  Wilder,  near  them,  was  making 
wheel-heads  for  hand  spinning;  Luther  Smith,  the  brass 
founder,  was  still  making  the  tall  clocks,  as  in  former 
years;  the  Briggses  and  Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.,  were  manufac- 
turing large  quantities  of  cabinet-work,  chairs,  sleighs,  etc. ; 
Jennings  &  Perkins  —  afterwards  Charles  P.  Perkins  —  had 
a  carriage  manufactor}-  on  Washington,  north  corner  of 
Mechanic  street;  and  Charles  Ingalls,  and  Joseph  Wheeler 
the  portrait  painter  with  him  for  a  time,  had  a  shop  over 
them  for  sign  and  ornamental  painting.  Thomas  F.  Ames 
w^as  making  chaises,  and  he  and  the  Watsons,  father  and 
son,  were  making  saddles,  harnesses,  etc. ;  Col.  Stephen 
Harrington  and  his  son-in-law,  William  King,  had  a  tan- 
nery and  a  curriers'  shop  in  rear  of  Eagle  Hotel,  with  a 
leather  and  shoe  store  on  the  street,  and  a  morocco  dress- 
ing establishment,  in  which  they  were  succeeded  by  Josiah 
Burnap.  Page  &  Holraan  still  had  turning  works  and 
made  pumps  on  the  North  branch ;  Aaron  and  Oliver  W^il- 
son  the  same  at  their  mills  in  Ash  Swamp;  and  Jehiel 
Wilson  made  pails  at  South  Keene.  Dea.  Samuel  Wood, 
Jr.,  had  succeeded  his  father  as  baker,  removing  from  the 
Lamson  building  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street  to  the 
north  corner  of  Main  and  Church  streets,  where  a  bakery 
was  kept  until  1900.  He  was  succeeded  b}^  his  brother, 
Amos  Wood,  and  later  b}'  Dea.  Asa  Duren.  Jeduthan 
Strickland  had  a  distillery  on  the  south  side  of  the  road 
just  beyond  Sawyer's  tavern,  at  West  Keene,  but  at  this 
period  he  distilled  onh'  cider  brandy. 
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The  principal  Ijlacksniitlis  in  1S30  were  Aaron  Davis, 
)c)liii  Towns,  Natfian  Wood,  Jabez  Daniels,  James  Wilson, 
2d,  and  Nathaniel  Wilder;  and  tliev  made  axes,  knives  and 
otlicr  edge-tools  b}'  hand.  The  prineipal  car})cnters  and 
builders  were  Nathan  Bassett,  Samuel  Crossfield,  Kendall 
Crossheld,  John  G.  Thatcher  and  Everett  Newcomb.  The 
principal  shoemakers  were  Abijah  Kin^^sbury,  Dea.  C.  H. 
Jaquith  and  Ca]it.  George  Brown,  commander  of  the  Keene 
Light  Infantry.  John  C.  Mason  was  the  gunsmith,  on 
Winter  street;  Whitcomb  French  had  a  livery  stable,  suc- 
ceeding John  Chase,  the  first  in  town,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  one  on  Washington  street,  and  remained  there  for 
many  \'ears  —  an  important  institution  of  the  town.  He 
owned  the  house  and  lived  where  Mrs.  J.  G.  Warren  now 
does. 

Alonzo  Andrews'  had  a  private  school  "over  John 
Towns'  blacksmith  shop,  one  door  north  of  the  Bank," 
and  Alphonso  Wood  had  one  in  the  Prentiss  building, 
each  for  a  few  terms.  Previous  to  that,  Osgood  Herrick 
taught  a  grammar  school  in  Harrington's  hall.  Aliss 
Fiskc's  school  was  called  the  Young'  Ladies'  Seminar3',  and 
was  exceedingly  successful,  numbering  id}Out  one  htmdred 
pupils.  She  em])loycd  two  assistants  besides  Aliss  Eliza  P. 
Withington,  who  remained  with  her  constantly.  Reuel 
Blake  taught  writing  and  bookkeeping  in  chambers  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Square. 

Tn  November,  1829,  John  Towns'  two-story  brick  black- 
smith's shop,  next  north  of  the  bank,  was  burned ;  but  it 
was  immediateh'  rei)uilt  and  reoccupied  b3'  Mr.  Towns, 
the  upper  room  being  used  by  the  Debating  Club  and  for 
schools. 

There  were  two  fire  comjianies  and  two  engines  in 
town,  captains,  John  Y.  Wood  and  Jonas  B.  Davis,  be- 
sides the  Keene  Fire  Society,  sixt\--four  members,  S.  Dins- 
moor,  president,  succeeded  about  this  time  by  John  Wood, 
president,  with  T.  M.  Edwards,  secretary,  S.  Dinsmoor,  Jr., 
treasurer,  and  a  board  of  trustees ;  and  the  Fire  Fencibles, 
Joel  Parker,  captain,  succeeded  by  Col.  James  Wilson,  with 
Jesse  Corbett,  John  Hatch  and  Wni.  Dinsmoor,  lieutenants, 

i  Tv;.,  Fox  bojs  came  Ironi  Fitchbtirg,  the  father  writing  Mr.  X.  that  he 
sent  bim  "two  young  foxes  to  tame." 
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and  S.  Diiismoor,  Jr.,  treasurer.  Gen.  Justus  Pcrr\'  was 
promoted  to  major  general  commandiiia:  the  Third  division 
of  the  state  militia,  and  he  appointed  Richard  Monta^jue 
and  Sumner  Wheeler  aids,  with  the  rank  of  major.  Benja- 
min F.  Adams  was  colonel  of  the  Twentieth  regiment,  and 
William  Dinsmoor  captain  of  the  Keene  Liffht  Infantry. 

The  Cheshire  Agricultural  Society  exhibited  in  Keene  on 
the  7th  of  October.  Salma  Hale  was  vice  president; 
Thomas  M.  Edwards,  chairman  of  committee  of  awards; 
John  Elliot,  Elijah  Parker,  Thomas  F.  Ames,  James  Wilson, 
Jr.,  and  Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.,  committee  of  arrangements; 
and  Col.  B.  F.  Adams,  chief  marshal,  assisted  b3'  Major 
Sumner  W^heeler  and  Capt.  William  Dinsmoor.  The  society 
dined  at  Harrington's  hotel. 

Among  the  deaths  this  A-ear  were  those  of  Noah  Cooke, 
aged  eight3';  Daniel  Ingersoll,  aged  seventy-nine;  and  Dr. 
Josiah  Goodhue,  father  of  Mrs.  Levi  Chamberlain,  aged 
seventy -one. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1830  the  town  voted  to  give 
Samuel  Dinsmoor  and  others  leave  "to  erect  tombs  in  the 
A-illage  graveyard."   The  tombs  were  built  in  1833. 

A  meeting  in  April  chose  Zebadiah  Kise,  John  Elliot 
and  Azel  Wilder  a  committee  to  consider  the  question  of 
a  town-farm  for  the  support  of  the  i30or.  The  committee 
reported  in  favor,  and  a  farm  three  miles  west  of  the  vil- 
lage known  as  the  "Dea.  Kingsbury  farm  "  was  purchased. 
The  same  meeting  instructed  the  selectmen  to  build  and 
make  alterations  for  the  "Concord  road"  —  leading  from 
the  Sullivan  road  at  the  James  Wright  farm  down  into  the 
valley  of  the  North  branch  and  up  to  Roxbury  line.^ 

The  subject  of  a  railroad  from  Boston  to  Brattleboro 
had  been  agitated  for  some  time.  Surveys  were  made  and 
the  whole  cost  was  estimated  at  $1,000,000.  Large  meet- 
ings favorable  to  the  project  were  held  in  Boston  and  along 
the  line.  It  was  thought  that  a  "branch  might  lead 
through  Keene  and  Walpole,"  and  it  became  the  absorbing 
question  of  the  time  for  the  people  of  Keene  and  vicinity. 

iThe  "Concord  road,"  following  the  ronte  de.^icrihed,  from  Keene  throng-b 
East  Sullivan  and  Mtinsonvillc  to  South  Stoddard  nnd  beyond,  r.-a#  another  of 
tbose  roads  required  by  the  p-nblic  but  opposed  by  the  rcspcctiTe  towns  becan.sc 
they  ran  alonjr  their  borders  and  would  be  of  small  adv.Tiitage  to  the  people  of 
those  towns.  This  road  was  petitioned  for  in  1S20,  bnt  was  fouj^ht  so  vigor- 
ously by  the  towns,  including-  Keene,  that  it  was  not  Irailt  nntil  1833. 
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The  I'oUowinp^  is  (|uoted  from  tlic  Sentinel:  "A  pump- 
kin vine  wliicli  j^rcw  in  a  garden  in  this  village  produced, 
this  year,  twerit}' -eight  pum|)kins,  I)esi(les  several  small 
ones  ]-)ulletl  off  wiicn  green.  The  twenty-eight  weighed  five 
hun<lred  and  forty  ]iounds." 

According  to  the  census  of  1830,  Keene  had  a  popula- 
tion of  2,3741  — 1,239  in  the  village  —  whole  increase  in 
ten  3'ears,  477. 

The  notable  deaths  that  year  were:  Capt.  Stephen 
Chase,  aged  sixty-seven ;  Mr.  Samuel  Heaton,  aged  sev- 
enty; Dr.  Daniel  Adams,  aged  sixty-four;  Mr.  John  New- 
comb,  formerly  of  Norton,  Mass.,  aged  eighty-two;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Hon.  James  Wilson,  senior,  aged  forty- 
nine. 

The  ten  highest  taxpax'ers  were  James  Wilson,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Bcnj.  F.  Adams,  Adams,  Holman  &  Wood,  Ste- 
jjhen  Harrington,  John  Elliot,  John  Prentiss,  Aaron  Apple- 
ton,  A7X'l  Wilder  and  Pcrrj^  &  Wheeler.  (Mrs.  Sarah  F. 
Wheelock  paid  one  cent  less  than  the  latter  firm.) 

Gen.  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Democrat,  was  elected  govenior 
in  1831.  On  his  return  from  Concord  on  the  4th  of  July, 
at  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  legislature,  he  was  met 
at  Marlboro  by  the  Keene  Light  Infantry,  Capt.  James 
Wilson, 2  Jr.;  the  Ashuelot  Cavalry,  Capt.  Chase;  and  a 
large  cavalcade  of  citizens,  all  imder  Gen.  Justus  Perry  as 
marshal,  and  escorted  to  Keene.  The  procession  came  in 
at  the  lower  end  of  Main  street,  and  as  it  passed  Miss 
Fiske's  school  the  governor  was  gracefully  received  by  the 
teachers  and  young  ladies  paraded  in  two  lines  in  front  of 
the  building.  Arriving  at  his  home^  on  Main  street,  hy 
invitation  of  the  governor,  the  escort  partook  of  a  colla- 
tion. The  tables  had  been  prepared  in  his  3'^ard  north  of 
the  house,*  and  toasts  were  drunk  and  speeches  made. 

In  October,  1831,  there  was  a  muster  of  the  independ- 
ent companies  of  the  Sixth,  Twelfth  and  Tw^entieth  regi- 
ments on  Nine  Lot  Plain,  now  the  Keene  driving  park. 
There  were  two  companies  of  cavalry,  the  Ashuelot  Cavalry 

^  Westraorelfiiid  had  1,04-7;  Swanzev,  1,816;  Walpole,  1,979;  Chesterfield, 
2,0  !-6;  Wincliestcr,  2,()."2.  Cheshire  county  had  27,016,  gain,  1 73  ;  New  Hatnp- 
slurc,  259,533;  <inin,  2o,372  ;  the  United  States,  12,793,649,  {rain,  3,155,4-o0. 

2  His  stcond  term  aa  cajjtain. 

'•Nov.'  ktiown  as  the  Laton  Martin  house.  No.  95. 
Where  the  brick  house  now  statidsi. 
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of  Keene,  and  one  from  the  Twelfth  regiment ;  three  of 
artillery;  two  of  grenadiers;  four  of  light  infantr\';  and 
four  of  riflemen.  The  Keene  Light  Infantr_Y  was  commanded 

Capt.  James  Wilson,  Jr.  They  were  reviewed  hy  Gov, 
Dinsmoor  ;  and  Col.  Franklin  Pierce,  a  member  of  his  staff, 
afterwards  president  of  the  United  States,  delivered  an 
address.  The  day  was  fine  and  the  military  displa}'  was 
exceedingh'  brilliant. 

Among  the  deaths  that  year  were  those  of  Capt.  Asa 
Ware,  aged  eighty;  Oliver  Whitcomb,  aged  eightj'-two ; 
and  Abijah  Houghton,  a  Revolutionar3'  pensioner,  aged 
eighty-four. 

The  centennial  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Washington 
was  celebrated  in  Keene  with  elaborate  demonstrations  in 
1832.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  at  the  town  ball  in  Janu- 
ary chose  a  general  committee  of  two  from  each  town  in 
the  country,  among  them  Hon.  Salma  Hale  and  Henr\- 
Coolidge,  of  Keene,  Larkin  G.  Mead,  of  Chesterfield,  Levi 
Chamberlain,  of  Fitzwilliam,  Gen.  Samuel  Griffin,  of  Rox- 
bury,  Henry  Melville,  of  Nelson,  and  A.  H.  Bennett,  of 
Winchester,  Gen.  Justus  Perry,  Zebadiah  Kise.  Timothy 
Hall,  Josiah  Colonv,  John  W^ood,  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  John 
H,  Fuller,  Abijah  Wilder,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Thompson  were 
the  local  executive  committee.  The  principal  ceremonies 
were  at  the  meetinghouse,  where  Hon.  James  Wilson,  senior, 
presided,  with  Hon.  Xahum  Parker,  of  Fitzwilliam,  Hon. 
Phineas  Handerson,  of  Chesterfield,  and  Hon.  John  Wood, 
of  Keene,  vice  presidents.  Hon.  Salma  Hale  delivered  an 
oration,  and  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow  served  as  chaplain.  The 
music  rendered  by  the  choir  under  Mr.  Eliphalet  Briggs 
was  described  as  "  truly  excellent."  About  eighty  gentlemen 
sat  down  to  dinner  at  Hatch's  tavern,  at  the  close  of 
which  thirteen  regular  toasts  were  drunk,  with  eloquent 
speeches  in  response.  His  exceliencj',  Gov.  Dinsmoor,  was 
an  in\'ited  guest.  In  the  evening  a  ball  was  given  at 
Hatch's,  and  the  village  was  illuminated. 

Some  of  the  parents  complained  that  their  children 
received  too  much  religious  instruction  in  the  schools,  some 
of  it,  as  they  alleged,  of  a  sectarian  character;  that  the 
teachers  and  others  distributed  religious  tracts  among  the 
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])i]])ils  niul  sjit'iit  too  TiiLich  time  in  (kvotions  and  exhorta- 
tions flnrin;^'^  scIio(j1  h()urs;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  this 
vc.-ir  the  tf)\vn  vote<l  its  disapproval  of  those  practices  and 
directed  that  the  teachers  confine  themselves  to  reading 
tiie  Scriptures  as  ])rescri1)ed  In'  the  committee,  with  one 
short  pra\'er  each  day  and  instruction  in  those  "moral 
\-irtucs  which  are  the  ornaments  of  human  society."  The 
vote  was  recorded  in  full.  The  num1)cr  of  scholars  in  the 
public  schools  of  Keene  at  this  time  was  768. 

Gov.  Dinsmoor  was  reelected  in  1832,  receiving  138 
votes  in  Keene,  the  total  cast  being  292;  while  at  the 
national  election  in  November  following,  344  Whig  votes 
were  cast,  to  131  Democratic.  He  was  also  reelected  the 
year  fc>]lowing,  without  opposition. 

In  September  the  veneridile  Noah  Webster,  LL.  D., 
spent  a  Sunday  in  Keene,  and  on  Monday  evening  he  gave 
cin  entertaining  lecture  at  the  town  hall,  telling  his  experi- 
ence and  giving  an  account  of  the  opposition  he  en- 
countered in  his  efTorts  to  fix  a  uniform  standard  of  pro- 
nunciation. The  large  octavo  edition  of  his  dictionary  w^as 
then  fast  coming  into  use,  and  twelve  million  copies  of  his 
American  Spelling  Book  had  already  been  sold. 

The  Ashuclot  bank  w-as  organized  in  1833,  with  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Phineas  Handerson,  John  H.  Fuller,  Samuel 
Wood,  Jr.,  Geo.  S.  Root,  William  BufTum,  and  Thomas  M. 
Edwards,  directors;  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  president,  and  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Jr.,  cashier.  Its  brick  banking  house  was 
soon  afterwards  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  Square,  and 
there  the  bank  still  remains.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1835,  S.  Dinsmoor,  Jr.,  w^as  chosen  president  and  Henry 
Seymour,  from  Brattleboro,  cashier. 

The  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  for  Savings  was 
also  organized  this  year  under  an  act  of  the  legislature 
passed  at  the  preceding  .session.  The  first  meeting  of  the  cor- 
porators was  held  on  the  13th  of  August,  at  the  Phcenix 
Hotel.  Dr.  Amos  Twitchell  was  chosen  president.  Gen. 
Justus  Perry  and  Abijah  W^ilder,  Jr.,  vice  presidents,  and 
George  Tilden,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Deposits  were  re- 
ceived, beginning  Sept.  10,  "every  Ttiesdaj'  from  2  until 
5  ]).  m.''    The  incorporators  were  leading  men  of  Keene 
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and  other  towns  in  the  county.  The  bank  was  in  George 
Tilden's  bookstore  in  the  basement  of  the  building  south 
of  A.  &  T.  Hall's  store,  where  the  Cheshire  bank  now 
stands. 

The  old  wooden  jail,  on  the  soxith  corner  of  Mechanic 
and  Washington  streets  had  become  unfit  for  use,  three 
prisoners  having  escaped  from  it  in  1830,  and  a  new  one 
was  built  in  1833,  24x36  feet,  two  stories  high,  all  of 
Roxburj  granite  and  iron  except  the  rafters  and  planks 
for  the  slate  roof — "one  of  the  strongest  and  most  thor- 
oughly built  prisons  in  the  Union."  ".4  handsome  brick 
house"  was  built  in  connection  with  it  for  the  use  of  the 
jailor,  now  the  residence  of  Mr.  Ferdinand  Petts.  The  stone 
residence  opposite,  on  the  site  of  Oliver  Heaton's  black- 
smith shop,  was  built  the  same  year,  of  Marlboro  granite, 
b^'  Aaron  Parker  of  Marlboro ;  and  the  brick  house  next 
south  of  it,  b}'  Abel  Wilder. 

The  screw  gimlet,  which  still  stands  at  the  head  of  all 
manufactures  of  the  kind,  had  been  invented  just  previous 
to  this  time  b^^  Gideon  Newcomb  of  Roxbury,  N.  H.,  and 
had  been  made  by  him  at  his  house,  and  by  Everett  New^- 
comb  and  George  Page,  at  Page's  mill,  on  the  North  branch 
in  Keene.  These  gimlets  were  now  manufactured  b3'  Everett 
Newcomb  and  Azel  W^ilder  at  the  shop  of  the  latter  near 
Faulkner  &  Colon3''s  mills.  That  firm  made  improvements 
on  the  first  invention  and  also  made  Ijits  and  augers  of  the 
same  kind.  Later,  the  business  went  to  Chesterfield  and 
to  other  places,  and  large  fortunes  have  been  made  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  those  tools. 

While  the  legislature  was  in  session  in  June,  President 
Jackson,  accompanied  b}-  Vice  President  Van  Buren  and 
Secretaries  Marc3',  Woodbur3^  and  Cass.i  visited  the  state. 
Eight  companies  of  militia  were  ordered  to  Concord  for 
escort  dut3',  among  them  the  Keene  Light  Infantry,  Col. 
James  Wilson,  then  its  captain,  commanding.  The  company" 
left  Keene  Monday  2  morning,  June  24,  1833,  with  full 
ranks  — 128  muskets,  four  officers  and  twelve  musicians  — 

1  Wm.  L.  Marcy  was  secretary  of  state,  Levi  Woodbury  of  New  Hampshire, 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  Lewis  Cass,  a  natirc  of  New  Hampshire,  secretary 
of  war. 

2  As  the  time  of  the  president's  arrival  was  nncertain,  it  had  been  arranged 
that  the  members  should  be  notified  by  the  sound  of  their  one  piece  of  artillery. 
That  was  fired  on  Sunday  evening. 
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nil  in  full,  new  uniforms  of  blue,  faced  with  red,  with  hel- 
mets am).  I)lnck  plumes.  The  rear  guard  was  composed  of 
eight  ex-c.'iptains  averaging  upwards  of  six  feet  in  height. 
Teams  were  provided  for  all.'  The  route  was  through 
Dublin,  Hancock,  llillsboro  Bridge,  Hcnniker  and  Hopkin- 
tou.  Upon  approaching  a  village  the  company  would 
leave  the  carnages,  form  and  march  through,  the  teams 
bringing  up  the  rear.  Thcv  encamped  the  first  night  at 
Hancock.  The  next  day  it  rained  and  they  remained  in 
camp.  Wednesday  evening  they  reached  Concord  and  en- 
camped in  the  fields  west  of  the  town,  now  covered  with 
residences,  near  the  site  of  the  present  insane  asylum. 

The  president  reached  Concord  on  Friday,  at  3  p.  m. 
At  the  town  line  he  was  met  by  the  committee  of  the 
legislature  with  tlie  eight  companies  of  militia — the  Keene 
company,  -  l)v  far  the  finest  of  all,  on  the  right  —  a  large 
cavalcade  of  citizens,  and  civic  processions,  and  escorted  to 
the  Eagle  Coffee  House,  where  he  was  received  by  Gov. 
Dinsmoor,  and  the  officers  of  the  state  and  the  members 
of  the  legislature  were  introduced.  On  Saturday  the  presi- 
dent reviewed  the  troops  and  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of 
their  appearance,  sa^-ing  that  the  Keene  Light  Infantry 
was  the  finest  and  best  disciplined  company  of  soldiers 
that  he  had  ever  seesi ;  and  Secretary  Cass  was  equally 
pronounced  in  his  encomiums.  The  same  afternoon  the 
company  started  on  its  return,  encamped  that  night  at 
Hcnniker,  reached  its  armory  at  sunset  on  Sunday,  fired 
its  evening  gun  and  dispersed. 

Among  the  notable  deaths  in  1833  were  those  of 
Thomas  Wells,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  who  aided  Mr. 
Hale  in  his  preparation  of  the  Annals  of  Keene,  aged  Gighty- 
seven ;  .\aron  Davis,  senior,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner, 
aged  seventy-seven ;  Isaac  Billings,  aged  fift3'-three;  John 
Clark,  aged  fifty-five;  and  James,  a  young  son  of  Capt. 
Nathan  Bassett,  drowned  in  the  Ashuelot  river. 

In  January,  1S34,  the  Cheshire  County  Mutual  Fire 

5  In  most  cases,  six  iiien  in  each,  Ti'ith  a.  driver.  A  stx-hor.<e  team  carried 
the  ler.ts  and  camp  eqcipaKe,  iucludiiif;  imir  bfirrcl.s  of  liqiinr  —  one  of  each  of 
Jojir  kiiids.  These  prirticuUirs  were  furnished  liy  SniiTuel  P.  Ellis,  a  inemljer  who 
■naf  with  the  coiupany  on  this  ex]ieditioii . 

^  '  *  '  *  "!>i<5hably  the  bes-t  disciplined,  most  efTcctive,  largest  and  most 
attraetivt  militnrv  coinp.aiiT  ever  sl-ch  in  New  Hanips-hire."  (McOiintuck's  His- 
tory of  Kew  Il.'iiupshh-e,  page  -Tfio.) 
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Insurance  Co.  was  organized,  with  Thomas  Bellows,  pres- 
ident, snccecded  b^'  Phineas  Handerson,  John  H.  Elliot, 
Silas  Hardy  and  others  at  different  times.  It  did  a  success- 
ful business  for  more  than  sixty  years. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting,  the  selectmen  were  in- 
structed, acting  in  concert  with  the  town  agent,  Thomas 
M.  Edwards,  and  a  committee  of  twenty  chosen  by  the 
town,  to  enforce  the  laws  in  regard  to  licensed  houses, 
several  parties  in  town  having  been  in  the  habit  of  selling 
intoxicating  liquors  without  license. 

In  August,  John  Sears,  a  Keeue  1)oy  who  had  been 
attracted  to  the  business  by  the  exhibition  here  in  1823, 
brought  a  fine  menagerie  to  town  and  exhibited  on  the 
ground  in  rear  of  Mr.  Lamson's  store,  on  Koxbur\^  street, 
which  was  then  an  open  lot. 

The  first  "Franklin  fire-frames,''  invented  hy  Benjamin 
Franklin,  designed  to  bring  the  fire  on  the  hearth  further 
to  the  front  and  thus,  with  its  own  warmth,  throw  more 
of  the  heat  into  the  room,  were  brought  to  town  and  sold 
by  Adams  &  Holman. 

Among  those  who  died,  1S34,  were  Abiathar  Pond, 
aged  eight3'-nine;  Jonathan  Stearns,  sixty -three;  Mrs. 
Mary  Bo_vd  Reed,  wife  of  Gov.  Dinsraoor.  .sixty-four;  Cor- 
nelius Howlett,  seventy -two;  John  V.  Wood,  thirty -eight ; 
Samuel  Bassett,  a  Revolntionar\-  pensioner,  fifer  of  the  com- 
pany that  marched  from  here  Ajiril  21,  1775,  aged  eighty; 
Mrs.  Miriam,  widow  of  Charles  Rice  of  the  same  company, 
aged  ninet3- ;  Dea.  Thomas  Fisher,  seventy-six ;  Mrs.  Tamar, 
wife  of  Dea.  Abijah  Wilder,  eighty -five;  and  Major  John  P. 
Blake,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  seventy-seven. 

The  15th  of  Januarv,  1835,  was  a  remarkabl^y  cold 
day,  the  mercury  here  reaching  thirty-four  degrees  below 
zero;  at  Dublin,  twelve  below.  On  the  IGth  it  was  nine 
degrees  below  here,  while  at  Dublin  it  was  twent3'-three 
degrees  above  zero  —  showing  the  difference  in  temperature 
on  the  hills  and  in  the  vallej-s  on  still,  cold  mornings. 

In  January,  Salma  Hale  and  Elijah  Parker  formed  a 
law  partnership,  Mr,  Parker  remaining  in  his  oflSce  over 
A.  &  T.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Hale  in  his,  over  Lamson's  store. 

The  Keene  Railroad  Co.  was  chartered  in  July,  1835, 
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and  Ariron  A])pleton  and  Salma  Hale  were  authorized  to 
call  the  first  nieetinj^,  at  the  Phcenix  Hotel.  The  project 
was  to  run  from  Lowell  and  Nashua  through  Keene, 
Brattleboro  and  Bennington,  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  A  committee 
consisting  of  Salma  Hale,  Thomas  M.  Edwards  and  Justus 
Perry  of  Kcenc,  and  three  from  Brattleboro  was  appointed 
to  push  the  enterprise.  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  engineer 
of  the  Middlesex  canal,  was  appointed  engineer,  and  vari- 
ous routes  were  examitied,  one  through  Alarlboro,  Dublin 
and  Petcrboi-o.  Books  were  opened  and  more  than  a 
thousand  shares  were  promptly  taken.  Salma  Hale,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Justus  Perry,  Phineas  Handerson  and  John 
H.  Fuller,  were  chosen  commissioners  of  the  road,  and 
Justus  Perry,  Salma  Hale,  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  John  H. 
Fuller,  John  Elliot,  Azel  Wilder  and  Thomas  Thompson, 
directors.  But  all  the  routes  were  found  to  be  impractica- 
ble or  too  expensive,  and  the  scheme  was  abandoned. 

In  July  the  canal,  locks,  water  privilege  and  mills  at 
Bellows  Falls  were  purchased  by  a  Boston  company  for 
manufacturing  purposes  —  the  navigation  of  the  upper 
Connecticut  having  been  abandoned. 

This  3'ear,  1835,  the  Twentieth  regiment  mustered  in 
Keene  and  was  reviewed  by  Gen.  James  Wilson,  who  had 
been  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Fifth  brigade.  His 
brother  Robert,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
Keene  Light  InfantrA',  was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel 
and  inspector  on  his  staff,  and  Capt.  Sumner  Carpenter 
conjmanded  the  Keene  Light  Infantry. 

George  Tilden  had  carried  on  his  bookbinding  business 
in  the  basement  of  the  building  south  of  A.  &  T.  Hall 
until  this  year,  when  Samuel  A.  Gerould  built  in  the  space 
between  his  store  and  Mr.  Prentiss'  block,  and  Mr.  Tilden 
took  that  store  and  the  rooms  over  it  —  taking  with  him 
the  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  —  and  they  are  still 
occupied  (1902)  by  his  son,  (Geo.  H.  Tilden  &  Co.)  The 
same  year  the  Wilders  made  an  addition  to  their  block, 
on  the  west  —  now  occupied  by  the  Citizens  bank  —  and 
Edward  Poole  took  it  for  his  jewelry  store.  He  was  the 
first  to  advertise  and  sell  "Loco  Foco  (friction)  matches 
for  families." 


AlIIEl-  A.  I-IVEKMf'Ht;. 


423 


The  notable  deaths  in  1835  were  those  of  Dea.  A))ijah 
Wilder,  a  resident  of  Keene  for  about  sixt3-six  years,  aged 
eighty-three;  Dea.  Elijah  Carter,  aged  sixtj'-eight ;  Hon. 
Samuel  Dinsnioor,  aged  sixt\'-nine;  Capt.  Isaac  Wyman, 
a  Revolutionary  soldier,  son  of  Col.  Isaac  Wyman,  aged 
seven ty -nine ;  Eli  Metcalf,  aged  eighty-five;  and  James 
Banks,  aged  eighty-three. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1836,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, a  fire  broke  out  in  the  attic  of  the  Phoenix  Hotel  and 
that  building  was  burned  to  the  ground.  Only  the  brick 
walls  were  left  standing.  It  was  kept  by  E.  W.  Boyden, 
who  was  well  insured;  and  much  of  his  furniture  was  saved. 
It  was  said  at  the  time  that  the  building  was  lost  in  conse- 
quence of  the  lack  of  a  proper  supply  of  hose  by  the  town. 
All  through  the  summer  the  blackened,  unsighth-  ruins  lay 
undisturbed,  but  about  the  1st  of  SeptemVjer,  John  Wood 
and  William  Lamson  called  a  meeting  of  those  in  favor  of 
rebuilding,  a  fund  was  raised,  a  company  organized,  j^rep- 
arations  made  during  the  winter,  and  the  present  Cheshire 
House  was  built  the  following  summer.  It  was  afterwards 
extended  twenty  feet  farther  south,  filling  the  space  to  the 
next  building,  and  giving  a  front  of  seventj'-five  feet  on 
Main  street. 

In  August,  the  stables  and  outbuildings  in  rear  of  the 
Eagle  Hotel,  with  those  of  Sumner  Wheeler,  next  south  of 
them,  were  all  burned.  The  women  aided  as  usual  in  form- 
ing lines  for  passing  buckets,  and  the  main  buildings  were 
saved. 

In  November,  1836,  Rev.  T.  R.  Sullivan  having  resigned, 
after  a  pastorate  of  nine  years,  Rev.  Abiel  A.  Livermore 
was  ordained  over  the  Keene  Congregational  Society. 

Among  the  deaths  in  1836  were  those  of  Joseph  Brown, 
for  a  long  term  of  3-ears  one  of  the  most  active  business 
men  in  town,  aged  seventy-two,  and  on  the  same  evening 
his  wife  Keziah  {Da}')  aged  sevent\'-two ;  Nathan  Wheeler, 
who  came  from  Tro}',  N.  H.,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner, 
aged  seventy -nine;  Mrs.  Eliza,  widow  of  Noah  Cooke,  aged 
sevent3--four ;  Timothy  Colony,  aged  seventy-two ;  Everett 
Newcomb,  aged  fifty;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Page,  aged  ninetj-- 
two;  and  Mrs.  Dorothy,  widow  of  Thomas  Wells,  aged 
eighty-seven. 


TOWN  AFFAIRS. 


425 


On  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  Januar\',  1837,  occurred 
one  of  the  most  marvelous  displays  of  the  aurora  horealis 
ever  recorded.  Scarlet,  crimson  and  all  shades  of  color, 
in  brilliant  rays  and  fantastic  shapes,  constanth'  chang- 
ing, spread  over  the  whole  heavens  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
Kentucky  and  from  Montreal  to  the  Bermudas.  "The 
beauty-  and  sublimit}-  of  the  whole  were  lieyond  descrip- 
tion." 

In  the  spring  of  1837,  the  "Academj-  in  Keene"  was 
opened  to  the  public  b}'  a  prudential  committee  of  the 
First  Congregational  Society,  consisting  of  Eliphalet  Briggs, 
Wm.  Lamson  and  S.  A.  Gerould,  under  the  direction  of 
Breed  Batcheller.i  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  college,  who 
had  been  successful  as  preceptor  of  an  academy  at  Bos- 
cawen,  N.  H.  A  brick  building  of  suitable  size,  two  stories 
high,  with  a  basement, ^  had  been  erected  during  the  pre- 
ceding summer  on  land  of  A.  &  A.  Wilder ^  — 110  square 
rods,  which  the}- gave  for  that  purpose  —  with  funds  raised 
by  subscription,  chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  Z.  S. 
Barstow  and  Mr.  William  Lamson.  It  stood  on  the  lot 
now  occupied  by  the  High  School  building,  which  was 
deeded  to  fifteen  trustees — Joel  Parker,  Amos  Twitchell,  Z. 
S.  Barstow,  A.  A.  Livermore,  James  Wilson,  Aaron  Hall, 
Azel  Wilder,  William  Lamson,  Elijah  Parker,  and  Eliphalet 
Briggs,  all  of  Keene,  and  John  Sabin,  of  Fitzwilliam,  Elisha 
Rockwood,  of  Swanzey,  Alanson  Rawson,  of  Roxbur}', 
Larkin  Baker,  of  Westmoreland,  and  Plin}^  Jewell,  of  Win- 
chester—  five  of  them  ministers'*  —  the  board  to  be  self- 
perpetuating. 

Mr.  Batcheller  was  popular  and  successful,  remained 
two  years,  had  about  200  pupils,  and  emploj'ed  Miss  Sarah 
M.  Leverett  and  Miss  Mary  M.  Parker  as  assistants.  The 
name  was  changed  to  "Keene  Academj',"  and  instruction 

1  Grandson  of  the  noted  loyalist  of  that  name  of  Packersfield. 

2  The  baseraent  was  «sed  for  a  chape!  by  the  First  chnrch,  the  attic  for 
singing  schools,  and  later  for  the  .N'attira!  Ili-'^tory  Sodcty's  room. 

3  The  deed  was  made  by  Abijah  Wilder,  through  an  exchange  of  properties, 
bnt  it  was  understood  that  both  brothers  were  parties  to  the  gift, 

•tit  was  essentially  a  Congregational  itistittition.  The  deed  of  the  land  was 
given  "in  consideration  of  the  promises  and  of  the  snm  of  one  dollar,"  and  one 
of  the  promises  was  that  "the  said  tmstees  shall  not  elect  or  employ  any  per- 
son as  Principal  of  said  .\cademy  who  is  not  a  professor  of  religion  in  an  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  or  Prcsbytci-ian  church,  and  who  does  not  hold  in  sub- 
stance the  faith  now  held  and  raaintained  by  the  First  Congregational  Society 
in  Keene."  .\nd  the  subscriptions  came  chiefly  from  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional chttrcli. 
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was  tiivcii  in  voca]  music  and  on  the  piano  and  organ,' 
in  addition  to  the  branches  nsually  taui^ht  in  academies. 
In  the  spring  of  IS.'iO,  Mr.  Batclieller  niarried  his  assistant, 
Miss  Lcverctt,  and  gave  up  his  position.  He  was  snc- 
(-ccded  1)y  Mr.  Xoah  Bishop,  and  he  b_v  Abraham  Jenkins; 
and  from  1841  to  1S44,  Mr.  .\.  E.  P.  Perkins  was  principal, 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Seneca  Cnmmings  —  all  graduates  of  col- 
leges.   Mr.  Cummings  resigned  in  1845  and  was  followed, 


Keene  Academy. 

for  one  term,  by  his  assistant,  Miss  L.  K.  Kimball,  and 
afterwards  b_v  a  Mr.  Clark,  for  two  years,  and  Blodgett 
and  Woodworth,  for  one  year  each. 

In  1850,  Mr.  William  Torrance,  of  Enfield,  Mass.,  a 
graduate  of  Amherst  college,  who  had  l)een  an  instructor 
at  Ann  Arbor,  a  man  of  lovely  character  and  an  excellent 

^Tht  apparatus  was  nicnere,  but  was  soon  increased  by  subscriptions  to  the 
vaiue  of  $16(1.  \J)ija}i  Wiider  built  the  brick  hoii«f,  corner  Court  a>!d  Snmtner 
srreel.s.  f.ir  a  hoardinK  house  for  the  academy.  Mr.  Timothy  Hail  s^we  a  bell 
for  the  bui!din.ij  which  is  btill  in  use  on  the  hi^h  school  house,"  and  Mr.  Eliphalet 
BriRgs  gave  a  set  of  globes  which  cost  SIOO.^ 
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teacher  became  the  principal.  But  the  academy  was  not  a 
success  financial!}" ;  it  had  no  fund,  and  the  trustees  found 
difficulty  in  keeping  it  up  to  a  proper  standard. 

In  1853,  chiefly-  through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Torrance, 
the  building  was  leased  to  the  "Associated  Districts"  — 
composed  of  those  covering  the  village — for  the  term  of 
ten  \-ears,  for  a  high  school,  of  which  Mr.  Torrance  became 
the  first  principal.  The  lease  was  afterwards  renewed  for 
a  shorter  term.i 

Miss  Catherine  Fiske  died  in  May,  1837,  and  the 
Young  Ladies'  Seminary  was  continued  for  several  years 
by  Miss  E.  P.  Withington,  with  assistants. 

The  railroad  from  Bost^)n  to  Lowell  having  been 
opened  for  traffic,  stages  ran  from  Keene  to  connect  with 
the  trains  at  Lowell,  one  line  leaving  the  Emerald  House 
Monday's,  Wednesdays  and  Friday's  at  5  a.  m.,  reaching 
Lowell,  via  Peterboro,  at  3  p,  m.,  and  Boston  by  cars,  at 
4.30;  another  line  leaving  the  same  house  on  alternate 
days,  at  S  a.  m.,  reached  Lowell  at  6  p.  m.,  and  Boston 
the  next  morning,  at  10.30.  Returning,  cars  left  Boston 
at  7  a.  m.  At  Lowell  a  steamer  took  passengers  to 
Nashua,  where  stages  for  Keene  and  beyond  awaited  them. 
But  this  arrangement  lasted  only  a  short  time,  as  the  rail- 
road w^as  completed  to  Nashua  in  September,  1838. 

Two  other  lines  still  ran  to  Boston  direct,  and  con- 
tinued a  3'ear  or  two  later;  one  from  the  Eagle  Hotel, 
daily,  except  Sundays,  through  Tro^-,  FitzwilHam,  Win- 
chendon,  Fitchburg,  Lancaster  and  Waltham ;  the  other 
from  the  new  Cheshire  House  —  through  Fitzwilliam, 
Rindge,  Ashb}-  and  Groton.    Fare  b^^  each,  $2.50. 

The  first  great  financial  crisis  of  the  century-  came  up- 
on the  countrj'  in  1837.  The  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks  in  the  large  cities  created  alarm 
throughout  the  countr3-.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Keene  w^as  held  in  the  town  hall,  Gen.  Justus  Perry,  chair- 
man, to  consider  the  situation,  and  to  aid  in  restoring  con- 
fidence. A  committee  consisting  of  Joel  Parker,  James  Wil- 
son, Jr.,  Levi  Chamberlain,  William  S.  Brooks,  John  Towns, 

1  From  the  rent,  the  sale  of  the  ripp.'iratn.^  to  the  hig^h  school,  and  other 
sources,  the  trustees  had  on  deposit,  Jau.  1,  1«60.  n.  iiuid  of  $750,  which,  with 
the  proceeds  of  the  final  sale  of  the  property  some  xear.s  iHter,  .ind  interest,  has 
increased  to  a  large  .sum,  uow  in  the  h.ands  of  fifteen  trustees. 
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Sainucl  Wood,  Jr.,  Abijah  Wilder,  Win.  I.amson  and  Caleb 
Car])t-iitcr  jnesented  resolutions  which  were  adopted,  stat- 
tug  that  it  was  expedient  for  the  two  banks  here  to  pur- 
sue the  same  course  as  the  larger  banks  and  suspend  specie 
payments,  and  that  "sucli  a  measure  should  in  nowise  im- 
pair the  confidence  which  the  community  has  heretofore 
placed  in  the  management  of  the  Banks  in  this  town." 
The  hanks  suspended,  causing  less  financial  disturbance 
than  was  anticipated.  Merchants  advertised  that  "New 
lingland  Bank  bills  will  be  taken  for  goods,  notes,  or 
accounts  if  presented  soon." 

In  the  list  of  deaths  in  1837  are  found  the  names  of 
Mrs.  Artemisia,  widow  of  Abijah  Foster,  aged  scvent^'-one ; 
Miss  Hannah  Lanmai'i  (sister  of  James  Lanman),  eighty; 
Dr.  Thomas  Edwards,  eighty;  John  Hatch,  formerh'-  land- 
lord of  Phoenix  Hotel,  fifty-one;  James  Wilson,  2d,  sixty- 
three;  Miss  Catherine  Fiske,  fift3'-three,  and  Mrs.  Azubah 
Morse,  her  mother,  seventy-five;  Phineas  Pond,  seventy; 
Daniel  Watson,  seventy-six;  Eli  Blake,  sixt3'-nine;  Rev. 
Silas  Wilder,  seventy-three;  Solomon  Woods,  sixtj'-five. 

Washington's  birtliday  was  celebrated  in  1838,  chiefly 
by  the  Whigs,  with  a  view  to  carrying  the  state  for  their 
part3'  and  electing  Gen.  Wilson  governor.  A  large  conven- 
tion wfis  held  in  the  meetinghouse,  opened  with  pra\'^er  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Barstow,  and  presided  over  bj-  Hon.  Salma  Hale, 
with  several  vice  presidents,  some  from  surrounding  towns. 
Music  was  furnished  b\'  the  choir,  Hon.  Phineas  Hander- 
son  delivered  an  oration,  and  short  speeches  were  made  by 
others.  At  tlie  annual  meeting,  the  town  cast  400  votes 
for  Gen.  W^ilson  for  governor,  to  152  for  Isaac  Hill.  Hill 
was  elected.  The  selectmen  this  year  appointed  Rev.  Z.  S. 
Barstow,  Rev.  A.  A.  Livermore  and  John  Henry  Elliot 
superintending  school  committee,  and  the  same  were  con- 
tinued the  following  year. 

The  wonderful  Siamese  twins  visited  Keene  for  one  daj^ 
May  21,  and  exhibited  at  the  Eagle  Hotel. 

A  local  census  of  Keene  was  taken  in  1838  by  Daniel 
Watson,  who  reported: 

Males  under  14  409 

Males  over  14  802 
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Females  under  14  ....435 

Females  over  14  ,  927 


Total  2,573 

Total  in  1830  2,374 


Increase  in  8  years  199 

Acres  of  wheat  in  cultivation  106 

Acres  of  r3'e  in  cultivation  ,  368 

Acres  of  corn  in  cultivation  375 

Acres  of  other  grain  in  cultivation  427 

Acres  of  root  crops  in  cultivation  341 


Total  (besides  grass)  1,617 

Maple  sugar  made  in  1838  19,550  lbs. 


In  August,  1838,  Faulkner  &  Colony's  brick  factor}-, 
built  in  1825,  with  dye-house  and  other  buildings  con- 
nected, was  destroyed  hy  fire.  The  main  building  was 
73x36  feet,  two  stories  high,  and  contained  the  gristmill, 
with  three  sets  of  stones,  corn-cracker  and  smut-mill.  The 
sawmill  occupied  the  west  end  and  the  clothing  works 
the  east,  with  a  low  building  running  sixt^-  to  eight}'  feet 
to  the  south.  "The  valuable  brick  house  on  the  east  was 
saved."  Loss  $12,500  — insured  for  $7,500.  The  firm  im- 
mediately rebuilt  on  a  larger  scale  —  a  brick  mill  for  mak- 
ing flannels,  heated  hy  steam,  and  separately,  to  the  west 
of  it,  their  saw  and  grist  mills.  In  1859,  the  brick  factor}^ 
was  enlarged,  and  again  in  1900. 

The  Twentieth  regiment,  now  commanded  b\'  Col. 
Robert  Wilson,  was  inspected,  in  October,  by  Col.  Ed- 
mund Burke  of  Newport,  brigade  inspector.  The  West- 
moreland Light  Infantry,  Capt.  Levi  Barker,  100  men, 
and  the  Keenc  Light  Infantry,  Capt.  Walter  Taylor,  Jr., 
seventy-six  men,  both  in  attractive  uniforms,  completely 
equipped  for  service,  were  pronounced  the  finest  companies 
in  the  brigade. 

The  Keene  Thief  Detecting  Society-,  in  its  day  an  im- 
portant institution,  was  organized  in  1838.  At  its  next 
annual  meeting  John  H.  Fuller  was  elected  president ;  Geo. 
W.  Sturtevant,  secretary;  Abel  Blake,  treasurer;  Thomas 
M.  Edwards,  attornej-;  and  Gen,  Wilson,  Josiah  Colony, 
Oliver  Wilson,  Wni.    Dinsmoor,  Oliver   Holman,  Robert 
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Shell V,  lolin  B.  Dousinai)  anrl  B.  F.  Adams  standing  com- 
mittee; and  the  "pursuers"  were  the  leading  men  in  town. 

The  notal)le  deaths  in  1838  were  those  of  Jonathan 
Kand,  aged  seventy-seven;  Daniel  Bradford,  sixty-seven; 
Thomas  Dwinnell,  eighty-five;  Dea.  Henry  Ellis,  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  ninety-two;  Capt.  Joshua  Ellis,  fifty-three; 
Solomon  Woodward,  seventy;  and  Mrs.  Mar3^  (Ralston), 
wife  of  Elijah  Dunl)ar,  sevent}'. 

The  suljjcct  of  having  a  hospital  for  the  insane  in  the 
state  had  been  agitated  for  several  years,  and  Governor 
Dinsmoor  bad  been  the  first  executive  to  recommend  to  the 
legislature  its  estaliHshment  as  a  state  institution.  A  large 
meeting  had  been  held  in  Kcene  in  March,  1836,  the  call 
for  vv'hich  was  signed  by  the  leading  men  of  the  county,  at 
which  it  was  "Resolved  that  it  is  expedient  and  desirable 
to  esta].ilish  an  Insane  Hospital  in  this  state."  Similar 
meetings  were  held  in  Portsmouth  and  other  large  towns. 
The  question  was  submitted  to  the  people,  and  on  the  7th 
of  November  of  that  year,  the  town,  after  an  eloquent 
address  b}'  Gen.  Wilson,  voted  unanimously  in  favor  of 
state  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

One  of  the  political  (jucstions  of  that  time  was  that  of 
the  dispositicm  to  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue  that  had 
accumtil.ited  in  the  national  treasury.  It  was  finall3'- 
divided  among  the  states;  but  even  then  there  were  difler- 
ent  opinions  as  to  what  the  respective  states  could  do  w-ith 
it,  and  for  what  purpose  it  could  properly  be  used.  In 
Februar}-,  1837,  Keene  had  voted  to  accept  its  proportion 
of  the  $892,115.17,  which  had  been  paid  over  to  New 
Hampshire,  amounting  to  $2,607.20,  and  chose  Phineas 
Ilanderson  commissioner  to  receive  the  money  and  loan  it 
out  on  good  security  in  sums  of  $100  to  $500  —  preferably 
to  individuals  in  town.  On  the  30th  of  March,  this  \^ear, 
the  town  "Voted  to  give  the  interest  w^hich  may  accrue 
from  the  Public  mone3'  deposited  with  this  tow'n  for  the 
term  of  ten  years  to  the  New  Hampshire  As\'lum  for  the 
Insane  on  condition  said  Asvlum  is  Located  in  this  town." 
The  asylum  was  established  by  the  legislature  and  Dr. 
Amos  Twitchell  was  made  its  first  president  and  one  of 
the  locating  committee,  but  the  place  selected  for  it  was 
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the  capita]  of  the  state.  The  next  year  the  town  voted  to 
use  the  interest  of  the  surphis  revenue  fund  for  paying  poll 
taxes  and  ordinary  town  expenses,  and  afterwards  it  went 
into  the  town  treasur\-,  to  be  used  for  town  expenses. 

B\'  act  of  the  legislature  approved  July  2,  1841,  towns 
were  permitted  to  disfjose  of  the  surplus  fund  as  they  saw 
fit.  Acting  under  this  authority,  the  annual  town  meeting 
of  1842  voted  to  distribvite  the  surj)lus  held  by  the  town 
of  Keene  among  the  taxpayers  and  those  exempt  from 
taxes  reason  of  being  sevent\'  years  of  age  (provided 
they  w^ere  American  citizens).  The  taxes  were  first  to  be 
deducted  and  the  surplus  was  to  be  paid  in  money. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  upon  the  question  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fireproof  building  hy  the  countr  for  keeping  its 
records,  the  town  voted  unanimoush'  in  favor,  and  such  a 
building  was  ordered  by  the  county  convention  at  the 
session  of  the  legislature  in  June:  and  it  was  built  this 
year,  of  granite,  28x32  feet,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
courthouse.  Henry  Coolidge,  of  Keene.  and  Jonathan  K. 
Smith,  of  Dublin,  were  the  sub-committee  to  superintend 
the  Avork.  The  Baptist  society  from  West  Keene  built  a 
brick  church  on  Winter  street  this  year,  (now  a  part  of  the 
armor_v).  Rev.  John  Peacock  was  the  pastor,  succeeded  b}' 
Rev.  Mark  Carpenter,  and  he  by  Rev.  Gilbert  Robbins, 
who  remained  eleven  years. 

At  this  period  the  Ashuelot  Manufacturing  Co.,  con- 
sisting of  Wm.  Lamson,  John  H.  Fuller,  B.  F.  Adams, 
Phineas  Fiske,  John  Wood,  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Wm. 
Dinsmoor,  Oliver  Holman  and  some  others,  was  in  active 
operation.  In  1835-6,  the  Winchester  factory  and  other 
water-power  properties  in  the  village  of  West  Winchester 
were  purchased  hy  those  gentlemen  and  for  several  years 
the3'  carried  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  fine  cassi- 
meres,  under  the  general  management  of  Benj.  F.  Adams. 
In  1853,  the\'  sold  the  factor}^  and  mill  propertj'  to  Joshua 
Ward,  of  Winchester. 

The  Twentieth  regiment.  Col.  Levi  Barker,  of  West- 
moreland, mustered  in  Keene  in  18.39,  and  was  reviewed 
by  Gen.  Wilson.  The  two  light  infantry  companies  were 
rivals  as  usual.   The  Westmoreland  company  had  ten  or 
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twelve  more  in  luiniber  Ihnn  the  Keene  eonijjan}',  l)ut  each 
had  i!])\v;trcls  of  100  men.  A  few  days  previous  to  the 
nnister,  the  Keene  c()in])any,  C'lj^t.  Geo.  G.  Dort,  had  been 
presented  hy  tlie  citizens  witli  "an  elegant  standard." 

Among  the  deaths  in  1830  were  those  of  Hon.  James 
Wilson,  Sen.,  aged  seventy-three;  Quincy  Wheeler,  of  the 
firm  of  S.  &  0.  Wheeler,  thirt}- ;  John  Emerson,  a  Revolu- 
tionary pensioner,  seventy-five;  Capt.  Abel  Blake,  eighty; 
Mr.  Lnthcr  Smith,  the  clockniaker,  seventy-three. 

The  period  of  fifteen  years  ending  with  1840  had 
brouglit  great  im]irovemcnt  to  the  village  of  Keene,  and 
a  marked  increase  in,  the  wealth  and  population  of  the 
town.  Central  Srjuare  had  been  enlarged  to  its  present 
dimensions,  three-storied  brick  buildings  had  arisen  on  its 
north,  east,  and  west  sides,  and  most  of  the  old  plank 
sidewalks  had  been  replaced  with  brick.  The  Cheshire 
House,  the  Unitarian  church,  the  academj',  and  the  Bap- 
tist church  on  Winter  street,  now  a  part  of  the  armory, 
all  brick  buildings,  had  been  erected  near  the  Square;  the 
Emerald  House  and  Gen.  Wilson's  residence  on  Main  street, 
and  many  tasteful  dwellings  on  that  and  other  streets. 
The  Eagle  Hotel  had  been  greatly  improved  and  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  another  story,  and  the  annexation  of 
the  store  on  tlie  south  liy  Imilding  up  the  space  betw-een. 
The  roads  had  been  improved,  and  the  stone  bridges  at  the 
lower  end  of  Main  street  and  on  the  Walpole  and  Surry 
road  had  replaced  wooden  ones.  At  the  close  of  this  period 
both  glass  factories  were  still  in  operation,  and  there  was 
a  third  one  for  a  short  time  on  Gilsum  street.  There  was 
active  manufacturing  at  South  Keene,  where  Aaron  Davis 
had  established  an  iron  foundry,  and  added  the  manufac- 
ture of  firearms  to  his  other  works,  in  which  Thomas  M. 
Edwards,  and  later  W^illiam  Lamson,  Jr.,  were  interested. 
Faulkner  &  Colony  were  making  fine  flannels,  and  the  mills 
in  the  various  parts  of  the  town  were  turning  out  large 
quantities  of  htrnber  and  grinding  thousands  of  bushels  of 
home-raised  grain.  Alvah  Walker  had  taken  the  Cheshire 
House  and  brought  it  up  to  the  standard  of  his  noted  pred- 
ecessor in  the  Phoenix,  John  Hatch;  Asaph  Harrington 
had  succeeded  his  ffither,  Col.  Stephen,  in  the  Eagle  Hotel, 
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and  like  him,  made  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  inns  in 
the  country;  and  the  Emerald  House,  under  Edward  Whit- 
ney, the  Sun  tavern,  under  Abijah  Metcalf,  and  Sawj^er's 
in  the  west  part,  were  all  excellent  public  houses.  But  with 
the  advance  of  railroads  the  countrj'  taverns  along  the 
great  thoroughfares  gradually  disappeared.  The  stores  of 
A.  &  T.  Hall;  Adams,  Holman  &  Button,  with  John  Bix- 
by's  drug  store  in  the  corner  room ;  William  Lamson  & 
Co.;  Sumner  Wheeler;  J.  &  R.  Shellv ;  Dinsmoor  &  White; 
S.  A.  Gerould;  Keyes  &  Colony;  Wales  Kimball;  B.  G. 
Samson;  Nathaniel  Evans;  the  two  Haskells;  and  James 
H.  Freeman,  in  the  store  north  of  the  Emerald  House,  be- 
sides many  smaller  shops  for  manufacture  and  sales,  were 
carrying  on  a  lar'ge  amount  of  biasincss.  And  \'et,  with  all 
its  thrift,  which,  continued  to  the  present  time,  has  made 
it  one  of  the  richest  towns  in  the  country  in  proportion  to 
its  number  of  inhabitants,  it  was  a  quiet  country  village, 
with  an  air  of  restfulness,  content  and  refinement  that  was 
exceedingly  attractive.  A  traveller,  in  a  letter  published  in 
the  Clareraont  Eagle,  about  this  time,  said:  "  Keene  is 
one  of  the  most  delightful  villages  in  New  England.  *  * 
*  *  There  is  hardly  another  place  in  the  Union  (of  its 
size,  of  course)  that  possesses  more  talent  and  sterling  in- 
tellect than  Keene."  Francis  Parkman,  in  his  "Half  Cen- 
tury' of  Conflict,"  vol.  1,  page  230,  sa3'S  of  Keene  about  this 
period:  "A  town  noted  in  rural  New  England  for  its 
kindly  hospitalitj',  culture  without  pretence,  and  good 
breeding  without  conventionality."  Rev.  A.  A.  Livermore, 
years  afterwards,  ''looked  back  upon  it  with  fondness  and 
called  it  'The  Happy  Valley.'" 

The  census  of  1840  gave  the  population  of  Keene: 


Males  1,236 

Females  1,366 

Colored,  males  3,  females  5   8 


Total  2,610 

Number  in  1830  2,374 


Increase  in  10  years   236 1 

In  20  years   713 


1  Winchester  h.nd  2,065,  a  sain  of  13;  Walpole  had  2,015,  a  gain  of  06; 
Chesterfield  had  1,767,  a  loss  of  'J7ii  ;  Swanzey  had  1.751,  a  loss  of  G5  ;  West- 
moreland had  1,546,  a  loss  of  101. 
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iiis'ioi^Y  or  Ki:nNi:. 


En^aj^ed  in  ri'^riculturc  428 

Engaged  in  iiianufrictures  and  trade  267 

Engaged  in  learned  professions   28 

Total  ])<)])ulation  of  the  United  States .-..17, 009,453 
The  twelve  highest  taxpayers  in  1840  were  John  Elliot, 
Pliineas  Fiske,  James  Wilson,  admr.,  Azel  Wilder,  William 
Lamson  &.  Co.,  A.  &.  T.  Hall,  Sumner  Wheeler,  Betsey 
Smith,  Charles  Lamson,  James  Wilson,  Aaron  Appleton 
and  Justus  Perry. 

Bcnaiah  Cooke  had  }>een  appointed  postmaster  in  1837 
to  succeed  William  Dinsmoor.  He  still  kept  the  office  in 
Wilders'  building;  and  edited  and  published,  in  the  rooms 
above,  the  Farmer's  Museum,  afterwards  named  the 
Cheshire  Republican  and  Farmer's  Museum,  now  the 
Cheshire  Republican. 

Doctors  C.  and  F.  S.  Stratton,  dentists,  had  rooms  at 
the  Cheshire  House  and  soon  afterwards  took  those  over 
the  Ashuelot  bank,  where  F.  S.  Stratton,  a  very  skillful 
dentist,  remained  for  more  than  fortj-  3^ears. 

Whitcomb  French  removed  to  Peterboro  in  1834,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Stiliman  French,  who  kept 
an  excellent  staljle  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

This  was  the  j'car,  1840,  of  the  great  political  cam- 
paign—  the  "  hard  cider"  and  "  log  cabin  "  campaign  of  the 
Whigs  —  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  president.  Gen.  Wilson  had  been  a  delegate  to 
the  nominating  convention  at  Harrisburg  and  there  began 
that  remcirkable  tour  which  gave  him  a  national  reputa- 
tion as  an  orator.  Daniel  Webster  was  invited  to  make  a 
speech  here  while  on  his  campaigning  tour.  A  committee 
consisting  of  Hou.  Salma  Hale  and  Dr.  Amos  Twitchell 
met  him  at  Bellows  Falls,  and  the  next  morning,  July  9, 
escorted  him  to  Keene,  where  he  arrived  at  12  o'clock  and 
was  received  by  Gen.  Wilson  on  the  steps  of  his  residence 
with  a  brief  speech  of  welcome.  At  2.30  p.  m.,  Mr.  Web- 
ster, with  Gen.  Wilson  and  the  committee,  was  escorted 
to  the  academy  yard  by  the  Keene  and  Marlboro  Light 
Infantry  companies,  Capts.  Dort  and  Converse,  with  mili- 
tary bands,  followed  by  a  large  concourse  of  people,  k 
platform  had  been  raised  sufficient  to  accommodate  the 
speakers,  the  committee,  the  veteran  soldiers  and  about 
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600  ladies.  The  audience  was  estimated  to  number  up- 
wards of  4,000.  After  a  ringing  speech  of  introduction 
by  Gen.  Wilson,  Mr.  Webster  spoke  for  about  two  hours. 
While  he  was  speaking  a  support  gave  way  and  the  plat- 
form settled  a  few  inches,  producing  some  consternation 
among  its  occupants.  Mr.  Webster  promptly  stepped  for- 
ward and  said,  "If  the  Whig  platform  goes  down,  I  go 
with  it,"  and  went  on  with  his  speech. 

After  the  meeting,  Mr.  Webster  received  a  large  number 
of  people  from  out  of  town,  in  the  drawing  rooms  of  the 
Cheshire  House  ;  and  in  the  evening  Gen.  Wilson  gave  him 
a  public  reception  at  his  residence. 

The  printing  office  in  Prentiss's  block  was  the  head- 
quarters of  tiie  W^higs,  and  was  a  lively  and  fascinating 
place,  where  the  wits  of  Keene — Dr.  Amos  Twitchell,  Sal- 
raa  Hale,  Gen.  Wilson,  Phineiis  Handerson,  Levi  Chamber- 
lain, B.  F.  Adams,  Henr3-  Dorr,  Elijah  Pai-ker,  Aaron  and 
Timothj'  Hall,  T.  M.  Edwards  and  others  —  met  and 
cracked  their  jokes  and  had  friendl}^  discussions. 

Among  those  who  died  in  1 840  were  Elias  Rugg,  aged 
sixty-six;  Samuel  H.  Kemp,  of  the  United  States  army  in 
Florida;  Mrs.  Ruth  (Davis)  Batcheller,  widow  of  Major 
Breed  Batcheller,  formerly  of  Packersfield,  ninety-five;  Mrs. 
Phoebe,  wife  of  Abijah  Wilson,  seventy-three;  and  Joshua 
Graves,  seventy. 

The  winter  of  1840-1,  was  one  of  great  severit}^  "per- 
haps the  coldest  ever  known  in  New  England  "  down  to 
that  time. 


CIIAF'TER  XVII. 


KAILKOAD  AND  INI»USTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT. 
1.S4-1  — ISRO. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  the  Whigs  of  Kcene  fired  a 
salute  of  one  Imndrcd  and  fifty  guns  in  honor  of  the 
inauguration  of  William  Henry  Harrison  as  president  of 
the  United  States.  Tire  Sentinel  of  April  7,  shaded  with 
heavy  black  lines,  announced  his  death. 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Keene  nominated  Charles 
L.  Putnam,  a  young  lawyer  who  had  recently'  come  to 
town,  for  postmaster  under  the  new  administration.  He 
was  appointed,  and  the  office  was  removed  to  the  first 
door  south  of  the  Cheshire  House. 

For  a  long  term  of  years,  down  to  about  1S50,  Elec- 
tion Day  —  the  first  Wednesday-  in  June,  the  day  of  the 
meeting  of  the  legislature — was  a  very  enjo^vable  holiday. 
This  \^car  it  w%'is  celebrated  by  a  gathering  of  1,000  to 
1,200  persons,  pupils  of  the  district  schools  and  others, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Aslinelot  river,  where  they  indulged  in 
a  feast  of  "'lection  cake,"  listened  to  speeches  and  music, 
and  spent  the  day  in  social  enjoyment. 

On  tiie  same  afternoon,  Gen.  James  Wilson,  who  had 
been  appointed  surveyor  general  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa 
territories,  was  given  a  complimentary  dinner  at  the  Chesh- 
ire House,  previous  to  his  departure  for  the  West.  Hon. 
Thomas  M.  Edwards  presided,  Gen.  Wilson  made  an  ele- 
gant speech,  toasts  were  drunk,  and  other  short  speeches 
were  made. 

The  valley  road  up  the  Ashuelot  river  from  Gilsum  to 
Marlow  was  opened  this  year,  1841,  connecting  with  the 
Beaver  brook  road,  built  in  1837,  from  Keene  to  Gilsum, 
and  giving  an  easy  and  pleasant  route  to  Newport,  thirty- 
three  miles. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  revival  of  sentiment  in  favor 
of  temperance.    The  Washington  Total  Abstinence  Society 
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had  been  organized  in  1841,  Hon.  Salma  Hale  president, 
with  600  members ;  and  a  tempcranee  jubilee  was  held  on 
the  22d  of  February,  1842.  On  the  4th  of  July  a  temper- 
ance celebration  was  held  in  John  Elliot's  grove,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ashiielot,  west  of  his  house.  All  the  temper- 
ance societies,  the  Sundax'  schools  and  other  organizations 
and  the  people  generall\%  joined.  A  procession  was  formed 
in  the  Square,  headed  by  the  military  band,  and  marched 
to  the  grove,  where  seats  had  ])een  provided,  tables  spread 
and  a  bounteous  repast  prepared.  Mr.  Hale  presided  and 
there  were  speeches,  toasts  and  responses,  and  music  by 
the  united  choirs.  It  was  estimated  that  at  least  2,000 
people  were  present.  The  day  began  with  the  roar  of 
cannon  and  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  closed  with  bonfires 
and  fireworks. 

In  the  earh-  part  of  1842,  Thomas  \V.  Dorr,  who 
claimed  to  have  been  elected  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
attempted  to  hold  that  office  by  militar\'  force,  was  com- 
pelled to  flee  from  that  state.  He  came  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, made  his  home  for  some  months  in  Westmoreland 
and  spent  consideral)le  time  in  Keene.  He  was  indicted  for 
high  treason  by  the  supreme  court  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
his  opponents,  who  were  in  possession  of  the  government 
of  that  state,  made  a  requisition  on  Gov.  Hubbard  of  New 
Hampshire  for  his  extradition.  The  governor  refused  to 
comply  and  Dorr  was  not  molested  while  in  this  vicinity. 
He  was  afterwards  arrested  in  Rhode  Island  for  treason, 
imprisoned  for  two  or  three  \^ears,  and  then  released. 

There  were  two  musters  in  town  this  year.  In  Septem- 
ber, the  Sixth  and  Twentieth  regiments  mustered  together 
on  Nine  Lot  plain.  A  fine  company  of  riflemen  from  West 
Keene,  Capt.  Benjamin  Gurler,  made  its  first  appearance 
at  that  time.  The  two  companies  of  light  infantrj^  from 
Keene  and  Westmoreland,  with  their  usual  spirit  and 
rivalry',  turned  out  with  120  to  130  men  each.  In  October, 
1842,  the  uniformed  companies  of  the  Sixth,  Twelfth  and 
Twentieth  regiments,  joined  hy  the  Fitchburg  Fusileers, 
about  twenty  companies  in  all,  mustered  on  the  same 
ground  and  were  reviewed  by  Gov.  Hubbard. 

The  building  of  the  railroad  from  Boston  to  Fitchburg 
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was  at^ilatcd  at  this  time,  and  meetings  were  held  to 
arouse  tlu'  i)eoi>le  to  the  importance  of  the  scheme.  A 
large  one  at  the  town  hall  in  Keene,  iir  December,  1S42, 
was  addressed  by  Alvah  Crocker  of  Fitchburg,  the  chief 
jjroniotor  of  the  road.  At  a  meeting  in  Boston  in  January 
i'ollowing,  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edwards  was  elected  one  of 
the  directors  of  that  road,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year 
the  work  liegan. 

Man3'  deaths  of  notable  persons  occurred  in  1842, 
among  them  Thomas  Baker,  aged  ninety;  John  Pierce, 
seventy-seen;  Luther  Bragg,  sevent}-;  Mrs.  Harriet,  wife 
of  Nathaniel  Evans,  thirt3'-four ;  Mrs.  Martha,  widow  of 
Samuel  Bassett,  eight3'-seven  ;  John  G.  Thatcher,  fifty-six; 
Col.  Alvah  Walker,  the  "prince  of  landlords,"  of  the  Chesh- 
ire House,  forty-seven ;  Phineas  Fiske,  fifty -seven ;  Gen. 
Justus  Perry,  fifty-three;  Francis  Faulkner,  fifty-five;  and 
Elijah  Knight,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  who  had  held  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  was  judge  of  probate  for  fourteen 
years  in  Windham  count}',  Vermont,  and  had  lived  in  Keene 
nearly  twenty  3-ears,  a  part  of  the  time  keeping  the  tavern 
on  the  "Kate  Tvlcr  place." 

In  1842,  the  town  h.ad  appropriated  $950  to  build  a 
stone  bridge  at  South  Keene.  The  bridge  was  built  that 
V'car,  with  a  Kingic  arch,  but  the  key  was  not  suflEciently 
weighted,  and  upon  removing  the  timbers  after  its  com- 
pletion, but  before  it  had  been  accepted  by  the  town,  the 
arch  rose,  from  the  pressure  of  the  heavj'  abutments,  and 
the  whole  faljric  fell  into  the  stream.  In  1843,  a  commit- 
tee was  chosen  to  rebuild,  consisting  of  John  Elliot,  Josiah 
Colony,  Zcbadiah  Kise,  Isaac  Gray  and  Aaron  Davis.  But 
there  was  a  cotitroversv'  about  the  liability-  of  the  con- 
tractors, and  the  matter  lingered  until  1846,  when  a 
wooden  bridge  was  built,  which  was  replaced  b)'  an  iron 
structure  in  1900. 

Pianos  kept  for  sale  in  town  were  first  introduced  in 
1843  l)y  Eliphalet  Briggs.  They  were  made  by  Lemuel 
Gilbert  of  Boston. 

In  September,  the  Twentieth  regiment  mustered  on 
ground  now  occupied  by  Woodland  cemetery,  the  east  end 
of  Beaver  street,  and  the  residences  in  that  vicinity.  The 
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reviewing  officer  was  Maj.  Gcii.  John  McNeil  of  Hillsboro, 
who  had  been  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  1812.  One  of  the 
3'oung  officers  of  his  staff  was  George  Barstow,  author  of 
a  history  of  New  Hampshire,  who  made  the  speech  for 
the  general. 

The  question  of  ljuilding  the  Cheshire  railroad  agitated 
the  public  at  this  time,  and  meetings  were  held  in  the 
larger  towns  along  the  line.  One  here,  in  December,  1843, 
in  the  Congregational  church,  was  presided  over  b3'  Hon. 
Salma  Hale.  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edw^ards  made  a  stirring 
speech  and  the  meeting  w'as  enthusiastic.  A  central  com- 
mittee to  push  the  enterprise  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
Salma  Hale  and  John  H.  Fuller  of  Keene,  George  Hunting- 
ton of  Walpolc,  Amos  A.  Parker  of  Fitzwilliam,  Wareham 
Rand  of  Winchendon,  and  Stackpole  &  Phelps  of  Boston. 
Books  were  opened,  and  $40,000  were  subscribed  here  in 
the  first  two  da3'S.  Later  reports  of  the  engineers  of  the 
Fitchburg  road  gave  the  preference  to  the  route  through 
Templeton  and  Greenfield  to  Brattleboro,  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  granted  a  charter  for  that  h'ne,  but 
decHned  to  grant  one  for  the  one  through  Winchendon 
and  Keene  to  Bellows  Falls.  That  action  produced  excite- 
ment along  the  Cheshire  line;  there  was  much  discussion 
of  the  different  routes;  the  extension  of  this  line  to  Rut- 
land and  Burlington  was  vigorously  agitated  both  by  the 
Cheshire  advocates  and  the  people  of  Vermont ;  and  an- 
other large  and  spirited  meeting  was  held  in  the  town  hall 
here  in  April,  1844. 

In  June,  1844,  the  New  Hampshire  legislature  granted 
a  charter  for  the  Fitchburg,  Keene  &  Connecticut  River 
Railroad.  That  charter  was  at  first  accepted ;  but  upon 
the  report  of  Benaiah  Cooke,  agent  to  agree  with  the  own- 
ers upon  land  damages,  the  charter  was  rejected  by  the 
corporators. 

The  charter  for  the  Cheshire  railroad  was  then  ob- 
tained and  the  first  meeting  for  organization  was  held  in 
Keene  on  the  10th  of  January,  1845.  The  charter  was 
accepted,  Hon.  Salma  Hale  was  chosen  president  and  Be- 
naiah Cooke  clerk  of  the  corporation.  A  committee  consist- 
ing of  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  John  H. 
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Elliot  and  four  from  otiicr  towns  was  appointed  to  secure 
a  charter  from  Mnssacliusetts  and  lay  out  the  road.  Mr. 
Edward?  went  before  the  joint  conimittec  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  and  made  a  powerful  s])eech  in  favor 
of  the  charter.  The  Greenfield  and  Rrattleboro  road  fought 
it,  as  dangerous  to  their  line,  but  the  charter  was  granted 
without  dela\'. 

In  Marcl),  1S45,  the  Fitchlmrg  road  began  running 
cars  to  Fitchburg.  On  the  21st  of  that  month  the  books 
of  the  Cheshire  road  were  opened  and  in  four  da3'S  $131,- 
300  had  been  sxibscribed ;  and  on  the  30th  of  April  9,000 
of  the  10,000  shares  at  $100  each  had  been  taken  — $900,- 
000  —  jLJid  all  were  taken  before  the  middle  of  May.  In 
June,  the  shares  sold  in  Boston  at  a  premium  of  four  per 
cent.  Three  of  the  seven  directors  chosen  at  the  first  annual 
meeting  were  from  Kccne  — Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Salma 
Hale  and  Benj.  F.  Adams  —  and  Mr.  Edwards  w-as  chosen 
president.  Much  time  was  required  by  the  engineers,  W. 
S.  Whitwell  and  Lucian  Tilton,  for  locating  the  road 
among  the  hills  a.iid  through  Keene,  ])ut  in  August,  1845, 
proposals  for  grading  were  called  for,  and  in  September 
contracts  were  let  for  the  grading  betw-een  Keene  and  Win- 
chendou.  The  land  damages  paid  for  the  whole  distance 
between  those  towns  were  less  than  $7,000,  the  owners 
generally  accepting  small  compensation  with  a  view  to 
aiding  the  road. 

At  the  adjourned  annual  town  meeting  in  1844,  Mr. 
William  Lam  son  presented  a  communication,  which  w^as 
entered  in  full  in  the  town  records,  asking  that  the  old 
burying  ground  on  the  Robinson  farm  at  the  south  end  of 
Main  street  be  fenced  and  preserved.  A  committee  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Calvin  Chapman,  Salma  Hale  and 
Aaron  Hall,  who  were  to  confer  with  Mr.  Robinson  con- 
cerning the  matter  and  report  at  the  nest  town  meeting. 
At  the  next  annual  meeting  the  same  committee  was 
authorized  to  fence  the  ground.  But  nothing  was  done, 
and  in  1S40  the  tow-n  directed  the  selectmen  to  fence  the 
ground,  "provided  Mr.  Robinson  consents  and  the  expense 
docs  not  exceed  seventy-five  dollars."  Still  nothing  was 
done,  for  Mr.  Robinson  was  unwilling  to  surrender  the 
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rights  he  had  gained.  Thus  the  sacred  barial  place  of  the 
earliest  inhabitants  of  Keene,  many  of  them  distinguished 
men  and  women,''  was  suffered  to  be  lost  to  official  and 
affectionate  care. 

Washington's  birthday  in  1S45  was  celebrated  by  the 
Washington  Total  Abstinence  Society,  Dr.  Amos  Twitchell, 
president,  which  held  its  annual  meeting  on  that  day. 
"Father  Taylor,"  the  distinguished  temperance  advocate, 
of  Boston,  made  the  principal  address. 

At  a  legal  meeting  in  September,  1845,  the  town  "Re- 
solved That  all  places  where  playing  cards  or  other  gam- 
bling articles,  and  all  intoxicating  drinks  are  kept  and  sold, 
and  other  immoralities  are  practised,  is  hereby  taken  and 
deemed  by  the  good  people  of  this  town,  to  be  a  public 
nuisance;"  and  at  the  annual  meeting  following,  it  was 
voted  to  "instruct  the  selectmen  not  to  grant  license  for 
the  sale  of  wine  and  spirituous  liquors  within  said  town" 
—  the  vote  standing  251  to  41.  In  1847  and  1848,  similar 
votes  were  passed. 

Teachers'  institutes  for  the  county  were  held  in  Keene 
oftener  than  anywhere  else,  the  towns  appropriating  money 
for  their  support.  In  1845,  a  four  weeks'  session  was  held 
here  in  April,  presided  over  by  Hon.  Salma  Hale;  and  an- 
other in  October. 

William  L.  Foster,  who  had  recently  opened  a  law 
office  in  Keene,  was  appointed  postmaster.  In  August  he 
removed  the  office  from  below  the  Cheshire  House  to  the 
store  of  his- father,  Mr.  John  Foster,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Square,  now  Whitcomb's. 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1845  that  the  potato  rot  first 
made  its  appearance  in  this  region.  For  several  years  fol- 
lowing, the  crop  was  almost  wholly  destroyed  by  it  and  a 
total  loss  of  that  tuber  -was  feared,  but  it  has  since  been 
gradually  recovering  from  the  attack. 

David  Carpenter  died  in  April,  aged  eight}' -six.  He  had 
served  nearly  through  the  Revolutionary  war,  was  at  the 
surrender  of  Burgoyne  and  several  other  battles,  and  w^as 
one  of  the  guard  at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre. 


iCapt.  Ephraim  Dorman,  Col.  Isaac  Wymrsn,  M ajor  Josiah  Willard  and  mo.<!t 
of  the  leaders  in  the  settlement  of  Keene.  with  their  wives,  were  buried  there,  as 
that  was  the  first  burial  place  in  town  and  the  principal  one  until  1795. 
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On  the  1st  day  of  Januar\%  184-6,  the  Kccne  Fire 
Society,  a  vigorous  institution  then  nearly  a  (juarter  of  a 
century  old,  had  its  annual  meeting  and  supper  at  the 
Cheshire  House.  Its  ofBcers  had  always  been  the  leading 
men  of  the  town,  the  clergy'  were  always  invited  to  its 
annual  supper,  and  it  was  an  enjoyable  and  important 
gathering  of  the  citizens.  Spirituous  liquors  had  been  ban- 
ished from  its  tables  twenty  years  before  this  time.  But 
the  next  year  the  society  turned  over  to  the  town  all  its 
property,  consisting  of  two  fire  engines,  leathern  hose,  fire- 
buckets  and  engine  house,  which  stood  on  the  Cheshire 
House  grounds,  Roxburj-  street ;  and  the  Keene  Fire  Society 
ceased  to  exist.  Two  years  later  the  town,  with  one-third 
of  the  expense  paid  b3'  subscriptions,  bought  a  new  engine 
and  other  apparatus. 

In  February,  the  large  cabinet  and  furniture  shop  of 
E.  &  W.  S.  Briggs,  on  Washington  street,  near  the  Square, 
with  the  old  two-story  brick  schoolhouse  north  of  it,  used 
for  a  joiner's  shop  and  lumber  room,  a  carriage  house 
belonging  to  French's  stable,  the  two-story  house  of  Joseph 
Willard,  south  of  the  shops,  with  bani,  were  all  destroyed 
hy  fire;  with  a  large  quantity  of  lumber,  furniture,  machin- 
Q.ry,  etc.  It  was  Sunday  morning,  just  at  the  hour  for 
church  services.  Mr.  Liverraore  dismissed  his  congregation 
and  went  with  them  and  assisted  vigorous!}'  at  the  fire; 
but  Mr.  Barstow,  as  tradition  has  it,  with  a  different 
conscientiousness  and  a  devout  sense  of  his  religious  duty, 
although  his  church  edifice  was  in  great  danger,  continued 
his  services  as  if  it  had  been  the  usual  quiet  New  England 
Sunday  morning.  Two  lines  were  formed,  as  usual,  to  the 
town  well  on  the  south  side  of  the  Square,  for  passing 
buckets.  The  weather  was  intensely  cold,  but  there  was 
no  wind  and  the  village  was  saved  from  a  further  spread 
of  the  flames.  The  loss  was  about  $6,500,  over  and  above 
a  small  insurance. 

The  Briggses  moved  to  the  Thomas  F.  Ames  building, 
east  side  of  Main,  below  Church  street,  which  they  bought, 
and  carried  on  business  there  for  several  years. 

There  was  a  controversy  in  1846  about  the  location  of 
the  railroad  station  in  town,  some  of  the  citizens  preferring 
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tht  present  spot,  others  wishing  to  have  the  road  cross 
Main  street  between  Water  and  Marlboro  streets.  To 
induce  the  railroad  corporation  to  decide  upon  the  present 
spot  the  citizens  subscribed  $4.,500,'i  bought  the  present 
station  grounds  of  the  estate  of  Capt.  Joseph  Dorr  and  his 
wife,  including  the  orchard,  where  the  Episcopal  church 
and  the  houses  of  Mrs.  Edward  Joslin,  the  two  Faulkners 
and  Mrs.  Tilden  now  stand  —  the  last  purchase  from  the 
old  Capt.  Josiah  Richardson  farm  —  and  made  it  a  gift  to 
the  railroad.  The  commissioners  then  decided  the  question 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  corporation  and  of 
the  majority'  of  the  citizens. 

The  Twentieth  regiment  mustered  in  Keene  in  Septem- 
ber, 1846,  Col.  Virgil  M.  Kimball  commanding.  Capt, 
Francis  S.  Fiske  commanded  the  Kcene  Light  Infantrj^ 
and  there  was  the  usual  emulation  and  antagonism  between 
the  Keene  and  the  Westmoreland  "Lights." 

The  Mexican  war  had  broken  out  in  May,  and  New 
Hampshire  was  called  upon  for  two  regiments  of  troops; 
but  not  many  New  Hampshire  men  were  disposed  to  vol- 
unteer. One  battalion  was  ordered  hy  Gov.  Steele  to  be 
prepared  and  held  in  readiness.  In  June,  a  mass  meeting 
was  held  at  Concord  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  the  ]>eo- 
ple  to  the  support  of  the  government  in  the  war,  at  which 
Gen.  James  Wilson  of  Keene  and  Col.  Franklin  Pierce  of  Con- 
cord made  patriotic  speeches,  and  both  were  reported  as 
having  volunteered ;  but  the  statement  was  true  of  Pierce 
only.  The  next  year  Col.  Trueman  B.  Ransom  raised  a 
regiment  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  volunteers  which 
joined  Gen.  Scott's  army.  At  Molino  del  Rey,  Capt.  Charles 
B.  Daniels  of  Keene,  in  the  regular  army,  w^as  mortally 
wounded  while  gallantly  leading  an  assault;  and  Capt. 
Albemarle  Cady,  a  native  of  Keene,  in  the  Sixth  infantry, 
was  wounded,  and  promoted  to  brevet  major  for  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct. 

At  the  annual  election  in  1847,  the  town  chose  three 
representatives  to  the  legislature;  and  Gen.  James  Wilson 
of  Keene  was  elected  to  congress.    The  countj^  having 

lA.  tV  T.  Hall  gave  $S00;  Azel  Wilder  S+00;  J.  &  J.  \V.  Prentiss  $350; 
Abijali  WiWcr  $300;  S.  A.  Gerould  and  Witlinm  Lamsoii  $200  each ;  and  fifty 
others  smaller  snms. 
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allowed  its  rights  in  the  courtliousc  to  lapse  liy  failing  to 
comply  witli  the  conditions  of  the  gift  of  the  land  on  which 
it  stood,  the  town  thereby  lost  its  public  hall,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  five,  of  which  Hon.  Joel  Parker  was  chairman, 
was  chosen  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  build.  At  a  legal 
meeting  on  the  31st  of  March,  1S47,  that  committee  made 
a  long  report  —  recorded  in  the  town  books  —  and  the  sub- 
ject was  recommitted  to  the  same  committee,  to  report  at 
the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  old  Cheshire  bank  building  having  been  removed 
to  give  place  to  the  railroad,  the  present  structure  with  its 
granite  front  was  built.  The  passenger  station  was  also 
built  in  1847,  and  the  road  was  opened  in  the  autumn  for 
use  as  far  as  Winchendon,  and  soon  afterwards  to  Troy. 

The  building  of  the  railroad  through  the  "summit" 
required  a  large  force,  and  man}'  Irish  families  with  chil- 
dren settled  there  in  temporary  cabins.  The  Ladies'  Char- 
itable Society  of  Keene  established  a  school  for  those 
children  under  the  direction  of  the  wives  of  the  three  clergy- 
men in  town,  Mrs.  Barstow,  Mrs.  Livermore  and  Mrs. 
Gilbert  Robbins.  The  Irishmen  put  up  a  suitable  shantj' 
and  a  Miss  Soule,  from  Vermont,  taught  about  sixty  pupils 
there  for  ten  weeks  in  the  spring  and  summer,  and  Miss 
Nancy  Towns  of  Kecnie  w-as  emp]o\^ed  for  a  fall  term,  the 
same  year.  At  the  next  annual  meeting,  in  1848,  the  town 
appropriated  fifty  dollars  from  the  litcrarj^  fund  for  a 
school  there,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
selectmen.  That  aggregation  of  Irishmen  of  different  clans, 
particularly  of  "  Corkonians "  and  "  Fardowners,"  pro- 
duced a  population  of  vers'  excitable  nature.  The  failure 
of  one  conipan}'  of  contractors  after  another  to  complete 
their  work  and  paj'  their  men  gave  cause  for  complaint, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  1848,  matters  culminated  in  a  riot. 
Stones,  brickbats,  knives  and  guns  were  used  and  several 
persons  were  serioush'  injured.  Mr.  John  Foster  was  sheriff 
of  the  county  at  that  time,  and  the  riot  became  so  serious 
that  he  called  on  the  Keene  Light  Infantry  for  assistance. 
A  detachment  of  the  company  hastened  to  the  scene  in 
teams,  each  man  supplied  with  sixty  rounds  of  ball  car- 
tridges. But  the  presence  of  armed  troops  cooled  the  ardor 
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of  the  rioters,  and  the  affair  ended  with  the  arrest,  convic- 
tion and  punishment  by  heavy  fines  and  costs  of  upwards 
of  twent}'  of  the  ringleaders.  A  similar  aflair  occurred 
earlier  at  what  was  then  Bruce's  tavern,  in  Marlboro,  near 
the  present  railroad  station  on  that  line  of  road. 

The  Twentieth  regiment  mustered  in  Keene  again  in 
1847,  hvt  onh*  the  uniformed  companies,  the  infantry  com- 
panies of  the  line  having  disbanded.  The  "Keene  Lights" 
were  commanded  by  Capt.  S.  A.  Gerould,  Jr. 

Among  the  deaths  in  IS 47  were  those  of  Capt.  Aaron 
Hall,  aged  sixty-two;  Aaron  Wilson,  eighty-eight;  and 
Michael  Metcalf,  eighty-six.  Mr.  Metcalf  was  born  in  the 
fort  in  Keene,  and  after  the  age  of  seven  lived  on  the 
"Metcalf  farm,"  in  Ash  Swamp,  where  Mr.  Henry  O. 
Spaulding  now  lives.  He  bnilt  the  briclc  house  on  that 
place,  and  the  one  east  of  it  for  his  son.  He  lived  to  see 
seven  generations  of  his  famih'. 

The  committee  appointed  in  1S47  on  the  question  of 
building  a  town  hall  reported  verbally  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  1848,  and  a  building  committee  consisting  of  Levi 
Chamberlain,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Nathan  Bassett,  Samuel 
Wood,  Thomas  H.  Leverett,  Joshua  Wyman  and  George 
Tilden  was  chosen  by  the  town,  with  authority  to  pur- 
chase a  site  and  "erect  thereon  a  building  with  suitable 
accommodations  for  town  purposes,"  and  "  to  hire  money 
in  behalf  of  the  town,  to  pay  the  expenses  thereof,"  and 
the  main  part  of  the  present  edifice^  was  built  that  sea- 
son. Charles  Edward  Parker  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Keene, 
son  of  Elijah,  was  the  architect,  and  Lanmon  Nims  was 
the  contractor. 

The  selectmen  were  directed  to  take  1,500  copies  of  Mr. 
Hale's  new  edition  of  the  Annals  of  Keene,  at  a  reasonable 
price  to  be  agreed  upon. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1848,  the  Cheshire  railroad  was 
opened  to  Keene.  The  morning  train  brought  Mayor 
Ouincy  of  Boston,  Mayor  Warren  of  Charlestown,  S.  M. 
Felton,  Alvah  Crocker  and  many  other  distinguished  men, 
with  the  Suffolk  brass  hand.  The  da_v  was  fine,  people 
along  the  route  joined  the  train,  and  when  it  reached  Keene, 

1  Additions  have  .ssiiicc  been  made,  rmd  the  inside  has  been  eompletclT  rcmod- 
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at  half  ji.'ist  one  o'clock,  it  consisted  of  twelve  long  passen- 
ger cars  decorated  with  flags  and  evergreen,  besides  three 
I)lalform  cars  with  scats,  containing,  in  all,  about  1,200 
people.  As  it  came  in  sight,  two  miles  distant,  and  rolled 
into  the  station,  the  bells  were  rung,  cannon  fired,  and  a 
crcnvd  of  five  thousand  peojilc  shouted  its  greeting.  A  pro- 
cession fornied  and  marched  to  the  town  hall,  where  a  short 
meeting  of  the  cor])oration  was  held,  then  reformed  and  re- 
turned to  the  station,  where  tables  were  set  on  the  plat- 
form for  fifteen  hundred  persons.  Speeches  were  made, 
songs  were  sung,  and  the  Suffolk  band  gave  some  of  its 
fine  music.  The  event  was  highly  successful  and  gratif^'ing. 
Hon.  Levi  Chamljcrlain  was  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements  and  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  president  of 
the  road,  presided  over  the  exercises,  and  gave  a  reception 
in  the  evening.  Mr.  Lucian  Tilton  was  chief  engineer  and 
the  first  superintendent,  and  the  road  was  pronounced  to 
be  of  superior  character.  The  massive  and  graceful  arch 
over  the  Branch  at  South  Keene  —  a  single  span  ninety  feet 
broad  and  sixty  feet  high,  designed  by  Mr.  Tilton  and  built 
under  his  direction  —  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  kind  in  the 
country'  and  worth  travelling  a  long  distance  to  see. 
Keene  took  about  $300,000  of  the  stock  of  the  road,  be- 
sides $50,000  in  the  Fitchburg,  and  man\'  thousands  in 
other  roads.  On  the  first  of  July  two  regular  trains  a  day, 
each  way,  were  put  on,  leaving  both  Boston  and  Keene  at 
7  a,  m.  and  2  j).  m.,  and  arriving  at  11  a.  m.  and  6  p.  m. 
On  the  first  day  of  January,  1849,  the  cars  ran  through  to 
E^ellows  Falls,  and  soon  afterwards  the  road  was  opened 
to  that  point  for  regular  traffic. 

The  wives  of  Dr.  Amos  Twitchcll  and  Gen.  James  Wil- 
son died  in  1848,  and  very  tender  and  appropriate  obitu- 
ary notices  of  each  were  published. 

On  the  2Sth  of  February,  1849,  the  new^  town  hall, 
which  had  been  finished  during  the  winter,  was  dedicated 
with  a  grand  citizens'  ball,  under  the  general  management 
of  a  committee  of  twenty-five,  headed  by  the  building  com- 
mittee. About  five  hundred  persons  attended;  and  for 
many  years  afterwards  the  "Citizens'  Annual  Ball"  at  the 
town  hall  was  an  important  and  enjoyable  function. 
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The  annual  town  meeting  of  1849  was  held  in  the  new 
hall.  The  building  committee  reported  that  the  lot  pur- 
chased of  Sumner  Wheeler,  executor  of  the  estate  of  Gen. 
Justus  Perry,  cost  $1,750;  and  the  building  — 60x80,  20 
feet  posts  — $13,829.08;  total,  $15,579.08.  At  that  elec- 
tion Samuel  Dinsmoor  was  chosen  governor  and  Gen. 
James  Wilson  was  reelected  to  congress.  Levi  Chamber- 
lain was  the  Whig  candidate  for  governor  that  ytar  and 
the  next,  but  that  ji^^tj'  was  in  the  minority  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Selden  F.  White  was  appointed  postmaster  to  succeed 
William  L.  Foster,  and  the  postoffice  was  removed  to  his 
store  in  Wilders'  building.  In  July,  Mrs.  Anne  E.  (Jarvis), 
wife  of  Gov.  Dinsmoor,  died,  and  a  very  touching  and 
affectionate  obituary  of  her  was  published. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  previous  to  1847,  public  inter- 
est in  agricultural  fairs  had  languished.  A  society  had 
been  in  existence,  called  at  one  time  the  Cheshire  Count3'^ 
Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture  and  the  Me- 
chanic Arts,  which  held  a  verj-  creditable  "cattle  show  "  in 
Keene  in  1843,  and  paid  out  a  large  sum  in  premiums; 
but  the  exhibitions  were  not  kept  up.  In  1847,  there  was 
a  revival  of  interest,  the  Cheshire  County  Agricultural 
Society'  was  formed  and  a  fine  exhibition  was  given  here 
in  October,  followed  by  a  similar  one  the  next  year.  Hon. 
Salma  Hale  was  president,  and  the  leading  men  and 
women  gave  it  their  support.  In  1849  it  gave  a  remark- 
ably fine  exhibition.  Sixty  pairs  of  oxen  were  entered  for 
premiums,  and  more  than  100  pairs  were  on  exhibition. 
There  was  a  profusion  of  fruit  and  produce  of  ail  kinds, 
fancy  articles  and  manufactures.  Among  those  who  took 
premiums  were  Dr.  Amos  Twitchell,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Livermore, 
Mrs.  George  Tilden,  Mrs.  Sarah  Sturtevant  and  Miss 
Pamela  M.  Prentiss.  The  next  3'ear  the  display'  was  con- 
sidered full3'  equal  to  that  of  Worcester  county,  Mass., 
one  of  the  best  in  the  countrj- ;  and  for  several  years  a 
high  standard  was  maintained. 

The  project  of  building  the  Ashuelot  railroad  was 
started  as  early  as  1845-6,  and  was  vigorously  pushed  by 
John  H.  Fuller  and  others.    It  was  surveyed  in  1847,  a 
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charter  obtained  in  184-8,  and  after  many  difficulties  had 
been  ()verc(tme,  and  iiinch  delay  in  raising;  funds,  the  road 
was  built  in  1850.  It  was  leased  to  the  Connecticut  River 
railroad,  and  trains  l>egan  to  run  in  1851.  John  II.  Fuller 
was  president  of  the  corporiition. 

.At  the  close  of  the  decade  ending;  1850  and  the  begin- 
ning of  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  "  Keene 
Street"  had  become  a  thriving  village  of  about  1,500 
inhabitants  —  the  whole  number  in  the  town  about  3,400 
—  with  direct  lines  of  railroad  to  Boston  and  New  York, 
and  its  position  as  the  most  important  town  in  Cheshire 
county  firmly  established.  Its  growth  was  slow,  but  con- 
stant and  healthful.  Its  men  of  business  were  almost 
invariably  successful  artd  many  of  its  farmers  acquired 
wealth.  True,  the  staunch  old  firm  of  A.  &.  T.  Hall,  which 
for  fort\-  j^cars  had  l>een  the  trusted  merchants  and  bankers 
of  many  customers,  through  the  expansion  and  complica- 
tions of  their  business  and  insecure  investments,  had  been 
compelled  to  close,  but  that  was  an  extreme  case.  The 
store  was  bought  b\'  Henry  Pond,  refitted,  and  for  many 
years  afterwards  was  occujjicd  b}^  Charles  Bridgman,  an 
entcr])rising  grocer  who  had  begun  business  here  in  1845, 
with  Alfred  Hebard,  in  the  Lamson  store,  and  later  had 
taken  the  "Railroad  Store,"  where  Gurnsey's  block  now 
stands,  janies  B.  Elliot  &  Co.  had  succeeded  B.  F.  Adams 
&  Co.  in  the  hardw^are  store  in  Elliot's  building,  still  leav- 
ing the  corner  room  for  John  Bixby's  drug  store.  In  1843, 
Joshua  D.  Colony  withdrew  from  the  firm  of  Keyes  &  Col- 
ony, and  established  that  of  J.  D.  &  T.  Colon}' on  the  east 
side  of  the  Square,  and  E.  &  F.  H.  Ke3-es,  afterwards  E. 
C.  &  F\  H.  Keyes,  continued  on  the  comer  of  West  street 
until  1851.  The  Colonys  — later,  J.  D.  Colony  &  Co., 
including  Timothy  and  Henr}^  Colony —  also  carried  on 
the  manufacture  of  window  glass,  and  were  the  last  to 
utilize  the  old  north  factory.  In  1851,  George  H.  Richards 
bought  the  Lamson  store  and  removed  his  jewelry  business 
to  the  corner  room,  next  to  Roxbury  street.  The  main 
part  of  that  store,  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Lamson  in 
1841,  had  been  occui)ied  by  his  partners,  Deun^'  &  Briggs, 
aftei-wards  by  Bridgman  &  Hebard,  then  by  Hebard  & 
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Tilden  (Geo.  W.),  and  later  by  Tilden  &  Colony  (J.  D.  C). 
Lucius  H.  &  Joseph  W.  Briggs,  afterwards  Briggs  & 
Kimball,  succeeded  Sumner  Wheeler  in  the  Justus  Perry 
store,  but  the  glass  bottle  business  on  Marlboro  street 
had  been  sold  and  removed  to  Stoddard.  J.  &  R.  Shelly 
occupied  the  store  next  north  of  the  Briggscs,  but  in 
1851  they  took  the  one  on  the  "cheap  corner"  (Keyes  & 
Colonj^'s).  Selden  F.  White  and  Hager  &  Whitcomb,  suc- 
ceeded by  D.  W.  Buckminster  &  Co.,  were  in  Wilders' 
building;  and  Buffum  &  Parker,  for  a  long  term  of  years, 
were  on  the  west  side  of  the  Square,  in  the  present  Whit- 
comb store.  Kidder  &  W'inchester,  afterwards  E.  \Y.  Win- 
chester (who  married  a  daughter  of  Abijah.  Kingsbury), 
succeeded  Abijah  Wilder  in  the  cabinet  and  furniture  busi- 
ness, and  the}'  and  the  Briggses  were  each  doing  a  large 
business.  W^m.  A.  Norwood,  afterwards  Norwood  & 
Weeks,  succeeded  Norwood  &  Hubbard,  tinsmiths,  on  the 
west  side  of  Court  street,  where  Barker's  block  now 
stands;  and  a  little  later  J.  C.  &  T.  New  followed  John  P. 
Barber  &  Co.  in  the  tin  and  stove  business  in  the  old 
brick  store  where  the  Sentinel  building  now  stands.  Joseph 
and  Ephraim  Foster  —  afterwards  Fosters  &  Felt  —  were 
manufacturing  parlor  organs  and  melodcons  on  the  west 
side  of  Court  street;  Jason  and  W'illiam  French,  who  came 
from  Brattleboro,  were  making  sleighs  and  carriages  on 
Church  street,  on  the  site  now  occupied  b}'  the  Jones  build- 
ing; and  Marvin  T.  Tottingham  had  a  shop  over  them 
for  sign  and  ornamental  painting.  Chester  Allen  was  tak- 
ing daguerreotypes  in  Gerould's  block  and  continued  that 
•business  there  for  many  j^ears. 

Drs.  Geo.  B.  Twitchell  and  A.  S.  Carpenter  had  come  to 
town.  Dr.  Twitchell  occupied  the  house  on  Washington 
street,  now  Mrs.  Sarah  D.  W'heeler's,  cind  Dr.  Carpenter's 
office  was  in  Briggs'  building,  below-  the  old  Unitarian 
church.  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Kittredge  came  from  Claremont 
soon  afterwards,  bought  the  stone  house  on  Washington 
street,  comer  of  Taylor,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there — an  excellent  physician  and  a  highly  respected 
citizen.  William  P.  Wheeler,  C.  C.  Webster,  Edward  Far- 
rar  and  Farnura  F.  Lane  had  joined  the  corps  of  attor- 
neys in  town. 
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A  larLTC  sdciril  l)(><)k  club,  an  important  organization 
for  literary  culture,  was  in  existence  at  tliis  time.  It  was 
started  in  1S4-7  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Livermore,  and  contained, 
besides  choice  booUs,  all  the  leadinj^  periodicals  of  the  day, 
English  and  American. 

On  the  2d  of  Octol)er,  1850,  was  held  the  last  of  tlie 
old-time  military  musters  in  Keene.  It  was  a  muster  of 
all  the  "  indej)endent "  uniformed  companies  of  the  Fifth 
])rigade.  Those  that  were  particularly  noticed  for  their 
fine  appearance  were  the  Kccne,  Westmoreland  and  Win- 
chester light  infantry  companies,  the  Fitzwilliam  artillery, 
the  Jaffrey  rifles  and  the  Richmond  grenadiers.  D.  W. 
Buckminster  commanded  the  Keene  Liglit  Infantry.  But 
the  da}'  was  stormy  and  the  pouring  rain  added  to  the 
funereal  as])ect  of  the  occasion. 

The  census  of  1850  gave  Keene  a  pojmlation  of  3,392 
—  3,381  white  and  11  colored.  The  total  population  of 
the  United  States  was  19,387,671. 

The  Cheshire  IVovident  Institution  for  Savings  reported 
the  amount  of  deposits  on  hand  to  be,  after  seventeen 
years  of  existence,  $391,290.09. 

The  twelve  highest  taxpayers  were  Josiah  Colony, 
John  Elliot,  Charles  S.  Faulkner,  Charles  Lamson,  Chesh- 
ire Provident  Institution  for  Savings,  Thomas  M.  Edwards, 
Aaron  Appleton,  William  Dinsmoor,  Calvin  Page,  Cheshit-e 
railroad,  Charles  G.  Adams  and  John  Towns. 

The  Sons  of  Temperance,  the  Washingtonians  and  other 
temperance  organizations,  and  the  citizens  generally,  cele- 
brated the  4t])  of  Juh",  1851.  Hon.  Jared  Perkins  presided 
and  Rev.  A.  L.  Stone  of  Boston  was  the  orator.  It  was 
to  have  been  an  outdoor  affair,  but  rain  fell,  and  it  w^as 
held  in  the  town  hall. 

The  New  Hampshire  Union  railroad  was  incorporated 
in  1S51,  to  run  from  Keene  to  Concord  via  Hillsboro 
Bridge.  The  first  meeting  of  the  grantees  was  held  at  the 
Cheshire  House.  Samuel  Dinsmoor  and  Josiah  Colony  were 
chosen  directors  for  Keene;  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  president, 
Wm.  L.  Foster,  clerk.  But  the  probable  amount  of  busi- 
ness did  not  warrant  the  cost,  and  the  enterprise  was 
abandoned. 
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Ever  since  its  first  settlement  the  citizens  of  Keene 
have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  beautj'  and  reputation  of 
their  town,  and  have  endeavored  to  ornament  and  improve 
it  wherever  there  was  opporttjnity.  The  agitation  for 
enlarging  and  beautifjdng  the  common  in  1S20  and  previ- 
ous to  that  date,  has  already  been  referred  to,  and  the 
improvements  made  in  1828  have  been  described.  When 
those  radical  changes  had  been  completed  the  common  was 
left  a  broad,  open  square,  which,  although  in  handson}e 
form  for  the  center  of  the  village,  was  described  in  18401 
as  a  "  sandy  waste."  One  of  the  methods  adopted  for  the 
improvement  of  the  appearance  of  the  town  was  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Forest  Tree  Society,  and  at  a  legal  meeting  in 
November,  1844,  the  town  passed  a  vote  permitting  that 
societj'  "to  fence  in  and  ornan)enL  a  small  central  portion 
of  the  Common  of  snch  size  and  sha|)e  as  the  Selectmen 
shall  deem  compatible"  with  the  convenience  of  the  public 
highway-.  For  many  years  that  society  was  active  and 
energetic  and  did  much  towards  orn.'imcntiug  our  streets 
with  trees.  .A.t  its  annual  meeting  in  September  of  that 
year  (1844),  it  reported  having  planted  in  the  spring  141 
trees,  ninet^^-nine  of  which  were  then  alive.  But  there  was 
bitter  o])position  to  the  project  of  planting  trees  to  "con- 
ceal the  signs"  of  the  traders  or  in  any  way  obstructing 
the  free  use  of  that  public  common  —  the  parade  ground  of 
the  military-,  and  the  rendezvous  and  market  place  of  the 
farmers  and  others,  with  their  teams  —  and  threats  were 
made  that  such  trees  would  be  very  quickly  vi])rooted  and 
removed  if  they  were  ])latitcd  there.  So  the  planting  of  the 
trees  was  dela3'e<l;  but  the  wordy  controversy  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1851,  when  the  Forest  Tree  Societ}',  the 
more  active  members  of  which  were  George  A.  Wheelock, 
Dr.  F.  S.  Stratton,  George  H.  Richards,  Francis  S.  Fiske, 
Selden  F.-  White  and  a  few  others,  j)loughed  up  a  small 
circle,  about  fiftv  feet  in  diameter,  in  the  center  of  the 
Square,  planted  a  few  trees,  which  they  brought  from  the 
"Statia"  farm,  and  enclosed  the  area  with  a  fence.  The 
oak  tree  grew  from  an  acorn  planted  by  Eliphalet  Hale,  a 

ll'niil  within  a  few  jcars  of  tliat  time  a  larsre  gtiide  bft.ird  had  stood  nt  the 
south  side  of  the  common  pointing;  tlic  Tv;;.y  iuiil  jjiviiig  thv  distances  in  mile;:  to 
Boston,  U'.nlpole,  Montpelier  and  raanj  other  places. 
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retired  incrchant  of  Boston  who  was  boarding  here  at  that 
time.  Twice  since  1851  the  area  of  the  park  has  been 
enlarged  and  other  trees  ruUled,  and  in  18G0  gravelled 
walks  were  laid,  radiating  from  the  center  as  at  present. 

In  com])lianee  with  a  vote  of  the  town  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  1S52,  the  selectmen  procured  a  fireproof  safe 
for  kce])ing  the  town  records. 

At  South  Kcene  important  improvements  were  made. 
In  1S30  to  1833,  George  Page  had  a  small  shop  —  with  a 
lathe  operated  hy  foot  and  later  by  horse  power  —  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Washington  school  grounds,  where,  with 
the  financial  aid  of  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  he  secured  a 
patent  and  made  mortising  machines,  under  the  firm  name 
of  T.  M.  Edwards  &  Co.  About  1834,  they  were  joined 
b\'  J.  A.  Fay  and  Edward  Joslin.  In  1837,  to  get  the 
benefit  of  water  power,  they  bought  one-half  of  the  hoe 
making  shop  of  Aaron  Davis  and  removed  to  South  Keene. 
They  enlarged  the  shop;  Messrs.  Edwards,  Davis  and  Page 
sold  out;  and  the  firm  became  J.  A.  Fay  8z  Co.  They 
made  ])laning  and  mortising  machines,  and  all  kinds  of 
wood-workiug  machinery  —  the  first  ever  made  in  America. 
In  1847,  to  meet  the  large  demand  for  their  machines,  they 
established  Itranch  factories  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  Cin- 
cinnati, O. ;  and  this  year  (1852)  built  the  factorj'  at 
South  Keene.  The  branches  soon  became  large  establish- 
ments, that  at  Cincinnati  being  the  largest  of  the  kind  in 
the  world,  %vitb  a  capita!  of  $1,500,000,  and  the  whole 
establishment  bears  the  corporate  name  of  the  J.  A.  Fa}' 
&  Egan  Co.  In  1862,  all  the  manufacturing  Avas  trans- 
ferred to  Norwich  and  Cincinnati,  and  the  factory  at  South 
Keene  was  closed.  Mr.  Fay  died  in  1854,  and  Mr.  Joslin 
in  1901. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  above  enterprise,  Aaron  Davis, 
with  his  sons,  established  the  iron  foundry-  on  Davis  street, 
near  Ashuelot  river.  Mr.  Davis  died  in  1857,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  business  b}"  his  son,  Alfred  S.,  and  he  by 
Moses  Ellis,  who  rebuilt  the  foundry'  and  enlarged  and 
improved  the  business. 

At  the  national  election  in  November,  1852,  the  town 
"  Voted  That  the  Selectmen  in  conjunction  with  the  board 
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of  Fire  Engineers,  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  suitable 
number  and  proper  uniforms  to  be  kept  by  said  Town,  for 
the  use  of  each  member  of  the  several  Fire  Engine  com- 
panies of  said  Town." 

The  Ashiielot  Fire  Insurance  Company  (mutual)  was 
organized  in  February,  1853,  with  Thomas  M.  Edwards, 
Benj.  F.  Adams,  William  Dinsmoor.  Sumner  Wheeler  and 
Francis  S.  Fiske  incorporators.  It  did  a  successful  business 
in  this  and  adjoining  counties  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

In  1S4S-9,  two  young  men  —  one  a  Air.  Towns  —  began 
operations  in  a  small  building  on  our  present  Mechanic 
street,  where  the  main  shops  now  staiid,  with  a  twelve 
horse-po\ver  engine.  Soon  afterwards  Air.  Lanmon  Nims 
came  from  Sullivan  and  bought  them  out,  took  in  Nelson 
N.  Sawyer  and  Saw3'er  Porter  as  partners  —  afterwards 
Daniel  Buss,  the  firm  becoming  Nims  &  Buss  —  enlarged 
the  plant  and  manufactured  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  Mr. 
Cyrus  Woodward  succeeded  Mr.  Nims,  and  for  a  few 
years  the  firm  was  Buss  &  Woodward.  In  1856,  the  build- 
ings were  destroyed  hy  fire,  causing  a  loss  of  $1,500  to 
$2,000.  The  property'  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  S.  D. 
Osborne  and  S.  W.  Hale,  and  the  shops  were  rebuilt  for 
the  manufacture  of  chairs,  Messrs.  Lanmon  Nims  and 
Samuel  B.  Crossfield  {Nims  &  Crossfield)  hiring  power  and 
continuing  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  The 
Keene  Steam  Power  Co.  was  organized  in  Februar}',  1S53, 
for  the  purpose  of  impi'oving  this  property,  but  the  neces- 
sary capital  was  not  raised  and  the  project  was  abandoned 
for  that  time. 

Joshua  D.  Colony  was  appointed  postmaster  to  suc- 
ceed Selden  F.  White,  and  removed  the  office  to  the  east 
side  of  the  Square,  where  it  remained  twelve  ^'•cars. 

The  centennial  anniversarv  of  the  organization  of  the 
town  under  the  New  Hampshire  charter  was  celebrated 
on  the  26tb  of  May,  1853,  in  compliance  with  a  vote  of 
the  town  at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  when  $500 
were  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  i  A  large  tent  had 
been  pitched  on  a  green  plat  near  the  Square,  but  the  rain 
poured  in  torrents  and  the  exercises  were  held  in  the  town 

I $356.40  were  afterwards  appropriated  to  mcft  a  deficit. 
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Imll.  Hon.  ']"li()iiias  M  Ivdwards  was  pirsidcii L  of  Uic  (lav; 
Hon.  Levi  Chaiii1)crl.'iiii  was  cliicl  marsliai;  and  Samuel 
[)insni<Jor,  S.tlnia  H.iK  ,  Charks  Ad.'inis.  lolin  Iviiiot.John 
Wood,  josiaii  Colony,  Elijah  I'arlu-r,  Timothy  Hall,  John 
Prentiss,  John  H  I"niier,  Chark-s  Lamson,  Samuel  Wof)d. 
Tlionias  !•".  Aiiu^.  ''h'oilh-  Tilden,  /M)cl  Blake,  linos  Hol- 
hrook.  laitlKi-  Nur.sc,  J5.  V .  ,\danis,  William  Lamson,  Cal- 
vin Cha])inaii,  Sumner  Wheeler,  j.  U.  Colony,  Thomas  H. 
Lcveretl.  Michat.-I  Mctcalf,  Daniel  W.atson,  vSamuel  Towns, 
Noah  K.  Cooke,  James  lUilfum,  Kemlall  Crossfield,  Josiah 
Sawver,  Geo.  K.  Wri-lit,  J.  W.  lirip^i^s,  Albert  Godfrey, 
Harvev  A.  Hill,  Charks  S.  I':nilkner,  Ahijah  Wilder,  Hlipha- 
let  Bri'^i^s,  Wm.  P.  Whcder,  John  H.  Elliot,  F.  A.  Faulk- 
ner, F.  F.  Lane,  Viri^il  M.  Kimball,  Geo.  P..  Twitehell, 
Wm.  S.  Bn<r,L^s.  Geo.  .\.  Wheel(jek.  James  B.  Elliot,  Leonard 
Biseo,  Isaac  SturievanL.  Joshua  W\-nmn,  Robert  Wilson, 
S.  A.  Gerould,  Jr.,  Edward  Fnrrar.  J.  W.  Prentiss,  S.  F. 
White,  F.  S.  Fiske,  and  others,  served  as  viee  ])residents, 
members  of  committees,  secretaries,  marshals,  etc.  A  large 
number  of  natives  \\\\o  had  left  town,  and  other  former 
residents,  returned  to  assist  at  this  celebration. 
The  program  of  exercises  was  as  follows: 

1.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Z.  S.  Barstow,  D.  D. 

2.  Ode.  written  for  the  occasion  by  Rev.  Gilbert  Rob- 
loins  of  the  Ikipii.-,l  church,  and  stmg  by  a  large  choir  under 
the  direction  of  Win.  S.  llutchins. 

3.  Oration  by  Hon.  Joel  Parker,  professor  of  law  in 
Harvard  university,  late  chief  justice  of  New  Hampshire. 

4.  Anthem  by  the  choir. 

5.  Concluding  prayer  by  Rev.  Gilbert  Robbins. 

The  rain  having  ceased,  a  procession  was  formed, 
headed  In'  the  Boston  Brigade  l)and,  P.  S.  Gilmore,  leader, 
and  marched  down  Maiij  street,  to  the  Eli  Metcalf  lot,  the 
site  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Ball's  residence,  where  a  colla- 
tion under  a  tent  was  ])rovidcd  by  Mr.  John  Wright  of 
Boston,  with  seats  for  2,000  persons ;  and  although  many 
were  kept  a\\:\y  by  the  storm,  1,700  to  1,800  were  pres- 
ent. Grace  was  said  by  Rev.  Wm.  O.  White,  and  at  the 
close,  thanks  were  offered  b\'  Rev.  Mr.  Ouimby.  The  fol- 
lowing toasts  were  announced  1)3'  the  president  —  as  pre- 
pared hy  a  committee: 
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1.  "Our  Centennial  Cek-ltrjition  —  with  rill  its  reveren- 
tial and  pleasant  memories."  Dr.  Watts's  version  of  the 
7Sth  psalm  was  sung  to  the  tune  of  St.  Martins  by  the 

I  whole  assembh',  led  by  the  ciioir  and  accompanied  by  the 
■  band. 

2.  "Sir  Benjamin  Kcenc  — We  pay  the  debt  for  Ids 
name  by  '  keepine,-  his  memory  green.'"  The  band  pla_ved 
"Over  the  Waters  to  Charkw." 

8.  "  The  First  Settlers  and  Early  lnhal)itants  of  Keene 
—  Ma}'  their  forcsi^trht,  their  energy,  their  sacrifices,  be  held 
in  gratefnl  remembrance  by  those  who  reap  where  the^^ 
sowed."  Sing-ing,  "Auld  Lang  Syne."  Response  b\'  Mr. 
John  Prentiss. 

4.  "The  Ladies  of  Keene  —  The  first  census  showed 
their  superiority  in  nimibers.  and  our  whole  history-  bears 
testimony  to  the  influence  of  their  virtues  and  graces."  The 
band,  "llelieve  me  if  all  those  e^idearing  young  charms." 
Response  by  Dea.  Samuel  Greele,  of  Boston.  The  president 
of  the  day  gave:  "The  memory  of  Miss  Catherine  Fiske." 

5.  "The  Ashuelot  —  That  bright  stream  which  gave 
the  first  Indian  and  poetical  name  to  our  town."  Band, 
"The  Meeting  of  the  Waters."  Response  by  Gideon  F. 
Thayer  of  Boston. 

6.  "The  Sons  of  Keene  who  have  left  us  —  The  reports 
that  come  back  to  us  prove  that  they  have  done  us  honor 
abroad."  Band,  "Oft  in  the  Stilly  Night."  Responses  hy 
George  S.  Hale  of  Boston  and  Horatio  G.  Parker,  then  of 
Greenfield,  Mass. 

7.  "The  House  of  Nathan  Blake  —  The  first  house 
erected  in  the  township;  and  the  Meeting  Hotise  of  1753, 
built  of  slabs,  with  earthen  floor."  Band,  "1  remember 
the  house  where  I  was  born."  Responded  to  by  Rev.  Geo. 
G.  Ingersoll,  D.  D.,  of  Keene,  with  a  witty  original  poem 
upon  local  matters  in  which  were  the  lines : 

"The  Keene  that  was.  dream  of  an  earlier  year, 
Its  very  name  was  music  to  my  ear, 

a  ^ 

Like  some  sweet,  far  off,  visionary-  seene, 

\W  very  name  for  Fairj'-Land  was  'Keene.'  " 

S.  "The  'worthy  Jacob  Bacon,'  the  first  Minister  of 
Upper  Ashuelot,  and  his  worthy  successors,  the  Ministers 
of  Keene."  Singing,  "Ye  Christian  Heralds,"  Zenner.  Re- 
sponse by  Rev.  Dr.  Barstow,  and  Rev.  David  Oliphant,  a 
former  minister  of  Keene. 

9.  "Old  Captain  W^'man  and  the  'Thirty  Volunteers' 
who  marched,  at  twelve  hours'  warning,  against  the  'Reg- 
ulars.' "    Band,  "Yankee  Doodle." 

10.  "The  first  annual  school  tax  of  six  pounds  —  the 
last  of  two  thousand  dollars."    "The  Schoolmaster." 
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n.  "The-  first  'Town  Resolve'  a;^.'iinst  'drinking  and 
lijtplii);^,'  with  tlie  forfeit  of  'two  shillings  for  the  use  of 
t]ic  i)Oor.'"    ''Rogues'  iM.'irch." 

12.  "  Hon.  Daniel  Neweomb;  aiid  the  Bar  of  Keene  in 
his  f1av,  and  their  worthy  suecessors."  "Fine  Old  English 
Gentleman." 

13.  "Tlie  Adojited  Citizens  of  Keene  —  Let  their  num- 
bers increase;  we  shall  always  be  glad  to  give  them  room 
and  welcome." 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  volunteer 
toasts  were  responded  to : 

1.  "The  Tra(]ers  of  Keene  fort3'  years  ago,  and  the 
Merchants  of  Boston  todaj'."  Response  by  Isaac  Parker, 
of  Boston,  formerly  a  trader  in  Keene. 

2.  "The  Author  of  the  Annals  of  Keene — He  has 
secured  for  himself  an  honorable  place  in  the  annals  of  any 
future  historian  of  the  town."  Response  bv  Hon.  Salma 
Hale. 

3.  "New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  Keene  and 
Boston  —  Aiay  they  ever  continue  to  pursue  with  one 
heart  and  one  purpose  whatever  is  patriotic,  or  elevated, 
or  philosophic  for  the  amelioration  of  man."  Response  by 
G.  P.  Thayer. 

4.  "Moses  Johnson — For  many  years  an  active,  en- 
terprising, and  public  spirited  citizen  of  the  town.  He  has 
stamped  the  impress  of  those  (jualities  upon  various  por- 
tions of  the  village  in  a  manner  hardly'  to  be  effaced  hy 
time." 

5.  "The  memories  of  Dr.  Amos  Twitchell  —  The  skill- 
ful phvsician  and  surgeon,  and  of  Capt.  Aaron  Hall,  the 
benevolent  merchant  and  apothecary." 

G.  "The  memory  of  Hon.  Phineas  Handerson  —  The 
sound  lawyer,  upright  magistrate,  and  exemplary  Chris- 
tian." 

Hon.  I>evi  Chamberlain  was  called  upon  to  respond  to 
the  thirteenth  regulfir  toast,  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
prevented. 

The  three  fire  companies  of  Keene,  the  Deluge,  Tiger 
and  Lion,  made  their  first  appearance  in  new  uniforms, 
with  full  ranks,  and  did  escort  duty.  The  meeting 
adjourned  for  one  hundred  3^ears.  In  the  evening  the  band 
gave  a  concert  at  the  town  hall,  and  the  president  of  the 
day  opened  his  house  for  a  general  reception. 

The  general  committee  bj-  a  tmcmimous  vote  requested 
a  cox)y  of  Judge  Parker's  oration  for  publication,  and  a 
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committee  was  appointed  to  publish  a  full  report  of  the 
celebration.  At  the  animal  meeting  in  1.855  the  town 
passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Judge  Parker  "for  his  learned 
and  eloquent  address,"  and  instructed  the  selectmen  to 
publish  twelve  hundred  copies  of  it  —  provided  "the 
expense  shall  not  exceed  $250."  The  address  was  never 
published,  nor  an\'  report  of  the  celebration  except  b}'  the 
local  newspapers. 

The  subject  was  revived  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1860, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  procure  a  copv  of  the 
address  for  publication  —  300  copies  of  the  pamphlet  to  be 
printed  instead  of  1,200.  But  Judge  Parker's  reply  to  the 
request  —  recorded  in  full  in  the  town  books  —  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  address  was  not  historical  and  therefore 
would  not  be  of  sufficient  general  interest  to  warrant  its 
publication. 

The  Keene  Debating  Club,  a  resuscitation  of  the  old 
Forensic  Society,  now  (1853)  held  regular  meetings,  every 
Tuesdaj^  evening,  in  Odd  Fellows'  hall.  The  Keene  Lyceum 
lectures  had  also  been  established  by  Levi  Chamberlain, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Wm.  P.  Wheeler, 
Wm.  O.  White,  Geo.  B.  Twitchell,  F.  A.  Faulkner  and 
others,  afterwards  managed  for  several  yearg  by  George 
Tilden.  The  Hst  of  lecturers  comprised  the  names  of  Josiah 
Quinc3%  Jr.,  George  W.  Curtis,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes, 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  Anson  Burlingame,  John  G.  Saxe, 
Wendell  Phillips,  J.  G.  Holland,  Bayard  Taylor,  Charles 
Sumner,  Grace  Greenwood,  Revs.  E.  H.  Chapin,  Starr  King 
and  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  and  others  equalh^  distinguished. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1854,  upon  the  report  of  a 
committee  previously  appointed,  the  town  voted  to  pur- 
chase the  "Woodland  Cemetery"  lot  of  Thomas  M.  Ed- 
wards, which  included  a  part  of  the  muster  field ;  and  the 
trade  was  consummated  in  June.  In  1856,  a  committee, 
consisting  of  N.  B.  Harrington,  Timothy  Twitchell  and 
Geo.  W.  Sturtevant,  was  appointed  to  lay  out  and  appraise 
the  lots,  and  Mr.  George  A.  W'heelock  was  appointed 
superintendent. 

In  October,  1854,  the  State  Agricultural  Societ3'  held 
its  annual  fair  in  Keene,  on  what  is  now  W^heelock  park, 
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contimiiiig  four  days.  Tht-  lot  —  twenty-five  acres  —  had 
recently  Ueen  jiurcliased  hy  the  county  society,  largely 
throuj^h  the  inlluenee  of  Thomas  II.  Levcrett,  fenced  and 
provided  with  excellent  bnildings  and  conveniences.  A 
!)nildini;  nearly  100  feet  long  had  ]>een  erected  for  the  dis- 
play of  fancy  articles,  farm  products  and  manufactures;  a 
barn  for  horses;  a  grand  stand  capable  of  seating  2,000 
persons;  and  numerous  pens  and  stalls  along  the  west  and 
north  sides  of  the  lot  for  stock.  The  display  was  fine  and 
drew  a  large  number  of  ]:)eople.  More  than  200  pairs  of 
oxen  and  about  400  head  of  other  cattle  were  entered  for 
premiums,  besides  large  numbers  of  horses  and  other 
stock.  Governor  Baker  and  many  distinguished  men  were 
present,  and  the  Manchester  Cornet  band  furnished  the 
music.  For  manj'  years  afterwards  the  Cheshire  county 
fair  was  a  permanent  and  important  institution,  excelling 
other  count}'  and  even  state  fairs  in  the  display  of  fine 
oxen  and  other  exhibits. 

lu  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  Dec.  2,  1S54,  a  wind  and 
snow  storm  visited  Keenc,  which  increased  in  violence  and 
continued  through  the  night.  Much  damage  was  done  to 
buildings,  fences  and  timber.  Fifty  chimneys  in  the  village 
were  blown  down  and  some  buildings  were  destroyed. 
More  than  500  old  growth  pine  trees,  belonging  to  Stephen 
Chase,  were  blown  down,  and  large  numbers  on  a  lot  in 
Ash  Swamp,  on  the  ministry-  lot,  on  the  Wright  farm  on 
Beech  hill,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  following 
summer,  Mr.  Chase,  in  connection  with  his  brother  Charles, 
put  tip  a  steam  sawmill  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  a 
few  rods  north  of  his  house,  to  cut  up  the  pine  timber. 
After  running  a  few  years,  the  mill  was  sold  to  Charles 
Chase  and  Madison  ]^"'airbanks,  who  removed  it  to  Ralston 
street  in  1860,  increased  the  power,  added  other  buildings 
and  carried  on  a  large  Imsincss  in  the  manufacture  of  sash, 
doors,  blinds  and  other  products  of  wood.  Later  the  plant 
was  owned  and  operated  by  Mr.  Fairbanks  alone. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1854,  the  old  Watson  harness 
shop,  next  south  of  the  Cheshire  bank,  was  destroj-ed  by 
fire.  The  fire  department  was  commended  as  being  very  effi- 
cient; there  was  no  wind  and  other  buildings  wxre  saved. 
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The  Cheshire  Count3'  bank  was  organized  in  August, 
1855,  and  occupied  the  brick  building  which  was  erected 
during  the  summer  by  Henry  Pond  on  the  north  half  of 
the  Watson  lot;  capital,  $100,000.  The  board  of  directors 
consisted  of  Zebina  Newell,  George  Huntington,  William 
Haile,  Frederic  Vose,  Amos  A.  Parker,  Lawson  Robertson 
and  Harvey  A.  Bill.  The  president  was  Zebina  Newell,  and 
the  cashier,  Geo.  W.  Tilden.  Mr.  Newell  died  in  1858.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Frederic  Vose,  and  he,  in  1871,  b^^ 
Edward  Joslin,  who  died  in  1901."^  Mr.  Tilden  was  cashier 
until  his  death  in  1879,  and  was  succeeded  by  J.  R.  Beal, 
who  held  the  oi?icc  until  his  death  in  1895,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Wallace  L.  Mason.  In  1SC5,  it  was  organ- 
ized as  a  national  bank,  and  the  name  changed  to  Keene 
National  bank.    The  capital  remained  the  same. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1855,  the  old  glass  factory  at 
the  north  end  of  the  village,  which  had  been  an  important 
landmark  for  nearh'  half  a  century,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Mrs.  Betse_Y  (Nourse),  widow  of  Capt.  John  Leonard 
{who  died  in  1829,  aged  seventj'-six),  died,  December  7, 
aged  one  hundred  years,  seven  months  and  ten  days. 

The  4th  of  July,  1856,  was  celebrated,  many  people 
from  other  towns  joining.  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edwards  was 
president  of  the  day,  Capt.  D.  W.  Buckminster  marshal. 
A  procession  was  formed  on  the  arrival  of  the  train  from 
Boston  and  marched  through  the  principal  streets  of  the 
village.  Speeches  were  made  and  a  collation  provided  at 
the  Emerald  House. 

In  January,  1857,  there  was  a  term  of  remarkably 
cold  weather,  lasting  ten  da3^s.  "The  mercury  ranged  be- 
low zero  for  several  days."  On  the  16th,  it  fell  to  40° 
below,  and  at  Montpelier,  Vt.,  to  50°  below. 

A  firemen's  muster  w^as  held  here  in  September,  1857. 
Sixteen  companies  from  this  and  neighboring  towns,  with 
their  engineers  —  seven  of  them  with  railitar3'  bands  — 
paraded  and  marched  through  the  streets.  In  the  after- 
noon there  was  a  trial  of  efficienc3'-  in  which  the  Deluge 
Company,  No.  3,  of  Claremont,  won  the  first  prize,  $150 ; 
the  Franklin,  No.  2,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  the  second,  $100; 

1  Elish.a  F.  Lane  followed  Mr,  Joslin,  serving  one  vear.  He  was  .succeeded 
by  George  A.  Litchfield.  [Eds.] 
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and  the  Alert,  No.  1,  of  Winchcndon,  the  third,  $50.  The 
engines  were  the  old-fashioned  tubs,  with  hand  brakes,  and 
they  tlirew  water  to  the  height  of  IGO  feet. 

When  the  courthouse  was  removed  from  the  east  to 
the  west  side  of  the  turnpike,  in  1808,  Capt.  Josiah  Rich- 
ardson gave  the  land  for  the  new  site  (conveyed  to  the 
county  l)v  "lease  and  demise;"  consideration  one  dollar) 
with  the  condition:  "To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  for 
the  use  of  a  Court  house  thereon,  and  for  so  long  a  Time 
as  said  County  shall  Choose  to  use  it  for  that  purpose 
and  no  longer."  When  the  count3'  was  about  to  build  a 
brick  courthouse  on  the  same  site  in  1824  it  procured  a 
deed  of  the  same  premises  (consideration  five  dollars)  from 
Joseph  Dorr  and  his  wife,  Rebecca  —  sole  surviving  heir  of 
Capt.  Richardson — but  that  deed  contained  the  same  con- 
dition as  to  the  use  of  the  land  and  courthouse  as  the  con- 
veyance of  Capt.  Richardson.  The  county  forfeited  its 
rights  in  the  premises  l)y  permitting  the  building  to  be 
used  for  other  purposes  than  those  of  a  courthouse.  Dea. 
Samuel  Wood  purchased  the  reversionary  rights  of  Mrs. 
Dorr  and  brought  suit  to  recover  the  property.  The  case 
was  decided  against  the  count\-  in  1856.  (See  New  Hamp- 
shire Reports,  vol.  32,  Wood  v.  Cheshire  Co.)  The  county 
convention  of  the  legislature  then  authorized  the  purchase 
of  an  additional  tract  of  land  on  the'  north  side  of  the 
stone  county  building,  the  removal  of  that  building,  and 
the  erection  of  a  new  courthouse.  From  a  larger  commit- 
tee Thomas  M.  Edwards,  of  Keene,  and  Nelson  Converse, 
of  Marlljoro,  were  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  superin- 
tend the  work,  and  the  present  courthouse  was  built  in 
1858.  G.  J.  F.  Bryant  of  Boston  Avas  the  architect.  The 
south  half  of  the  old  courthouse  came  into  possession  of 
S.  A.  Gerould  &  Son,  was  rebuilt,  and  was  for  many  years 
the  drug  store  of  Dort  &  Chandler  and  B.  W.  Hodgkins ; 
the  north  half  is  the  store  of  Bullard  &  Shedd. 

At  the  annual  election  in  1859,  a  committee,  W^m. 
S.  Briggs,  Thomas  H.  I.^verett,  and  Levi  Chamberlain, 
appointed  the  previous  year,  reported  that  the3'  had  pur- 
chased a  strip  of  land  eighteen  feet  wide  at  the  north  end 
of  the  town  hall  for  a  driveway,  as  instructed;  and  Wm. 
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P.  Abbott,  F.  F.  Lane  and  Arba  Kidder  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  enlarge  the  hall  and  provide  an  entrance  at 
the  north  end.    The  enlargement  was  made  later. 

Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edwards  was  elected  to  congress  in 
1859. 

Early  in  this  year  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion of  Keene  was  organized  —  S.  D.  Osborne,  president; 
Reuben  Stewart,  Albert  A.  Woodward,  S.  W.  Hale.  I).  R. 
Calef,  Simeon  Ballou,  directors.  They  occupied  chambers 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Square. 

In  1857,  after  several  years  of  subsidence,  interest  in 
the  subject  of  a  public  library-  in  Keeoe  again  revived.  A 
meeting  of  the  citizens  in  December  a])pointed  Wm.  P. 
Wheeler,  Wm.  O.  White,  George  Tilden  and  Wm.  H.  Thayer 
a  committee  to  consider  the  subject,  propose  a  plan  of 
procedure  and  report  at  a  future  meeting.  Under  the  call 
of  that  committee  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  at 
the  town  hall  on  the  31st  of  January,  1859,  Hon.  Thomas 
M.  Edwards,  chairman.  The  result  of  that  meeting  was 
that  a  voluntary  association  was  organized  by  Wm.  P. 
Wheeler,  John  H.  Elliot,  Geo.  B.  Twitchell,  E.'  A.  Webb, 
Gilman  Joslin,  F.  F.  Lane,  Wm.  H.  Thayer,  D.  H.  Saw^'er, 
Wm.  S.  Briggs,  George  Cook,  Leonard  Bisco  and  their 
associates  under  the  general  laws  of  New  Hampshire, 
taking  the  name  of  the  Keene  Public  Library.  It  had  a 
paid-up  cash  capital  of  $1,000,  in  shares  of  $5  each,  and 
was  managed  by  a  board  of  twelve  trustees,  chosen  each 
year.  The  library  began  its  circulation  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1859,  with  a  few  remaining  volumes  of  former 
libraries,  forty-two  volumes  of  public  documents,  presented 
by  Hon.  A.  H.  Cragin,  M.  C,  fifty-three  bound  volumes  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Sentinel  — 1799  to  1S52  —  and  other 
ancient  newspapers  from  John  Prentiss,  many  miscellaneous 
volumes  from  others,  and  about  1,000  new  books.  Its 
room  was  the  office  of  Leonard  Bisco,  on  the  second  floor 
in  Elliot's  block,  corner  of  West  street,  and  Mr.  Bisco  was 
the  librarian;  and  there  it  remained  until  it  was  transferred 
to  the  cit3'  of  Keene,  in  1874,  and  was  made  a  free  public 
library.    It  then  numbered  2, 644-  volumes. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  18(50  the  town  voted  to 


402 


niRTOKY  OF  KEBSB. 


.'ictrj)!  the  l>c(jiicsl  of  $1,000  nirulc  ))_v  David  A.  Simmons, 
a  native  of  Keene.  The  conditions  of  the  bequest  were 
that  it  "])e  safely  invested  and  the  interest  thereof  and 
income  only  to  be  forever  annually  applied  hy  the  Selectmen 
of  the  said  Town  for  the  time  being  toward  the  relief  and 
comfort  of  such  of  the  poor  of  the  Town  requiring  assist- 
ance therefrom  who  arc  aged  and  infirm."  i 

In  the  original  grant  of  Upper  Ashuelot  by  the  province 
of  Massachusetts  one  "house-lot,"  or  right  —  one  sixty-third 
part  of  the  township,  or  a  fraction  over  four  hundred  acres 

—  was  reserved  for  the  first  settled  minister,  one  for  the 
ministry  and  one  for  the  school;  and  those  house  lots, 
carrying  with  them  the  rights  in  the  subsequent  divisions 
of  the  lands,  were  laid  out  with  those  of  the  sixty  indi- 
vidual proprietors  and  were  niimbered,  respectively,  13,  28 
and  29.  Again,  the  New  Hampshire  charter  of  1753 
granted  "  One  Sixty  forth  Parte  of  the  Said  Tract  (394% 
acres)  for  the  Incorporated  Society-  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  Parts,  One  Sixty  forth  Parte  of 
the  Said  Tract  for  the  first  Settled  Minister  of  the  Gospel 
in  S''  Town  One  Sixtj-  forth  Parte  of  the  said  Tract  for  A 
Glebe  for  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Established." 
In  March,  1761,  the  proprietors  granted  the  minister  lands 

—  the  one  sixtjr-fourth  part  of  the  township  as  prescribed 
in  the  charter  —  to  Rev.  Clement  Sumner,  as  the  first  (per- 
manently) settled  minister  of  the  town;  and  he  disposed 
of  those  lands  at  his  pleasure,  as  we  find  by  the  records 
of  deeds.  But  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  concern- 
ing the  lands  belonging  to  the  "ministry"  until  1787, 
when  the  proprietors  of  the  undivided  lands  in  Keene 
voted  to  lay  out  in  said  lands  fifty  acres  to  be  kept  for  a 
woodlot  for  firewood  for  the  gospel  minister  of  said  town, 
and  to  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  —  to  be  under  the 
care  of  the  selectmen.  This  grant  of  about  one-eighth  of 
what  both  the  Massachusetts  grant  and  the  New  Hamp- 
shire charter  required  of  them  apparently  satisfied  the 
consciences  of  the  proprietors  concerning  the  "ministry" 
lands. 

i  hi  i  ssr,  tbe  Sirrnr.oriK  fond  of  $1,000  and  the  bequest  of  Susan  EaFtbnrn  of 
lor  1  IK   ?.;imt   ]>i;rji<)se.  witb  some  accrued  interest,  were  deposited  in  the 
C.rsariiEtj-  Sr.Tiii)?.«  innik,  rcs^^!t!1I<^  in  a  serious  loss.    In  189C.  JuHus  N.  Morse 
beiivseatbcd  $1,0(KJ  to  Ijc  added  to  the  Simmons  fnnd. 
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Concerning-  the  glebe  lands  we  find  the  following  in 
the  proprietors'  records : 

"  Cheshire  ss  ) 

j  May  2Sth  1S04  Met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. On  the  2nd  Article  voted  that  Elijah 
Dunbar  or  any  other  person  or  persons  legalh-  authorized 
should  lay  out  one  sixty  fourth  part  of  said  Township  for 
a  Glebe  for  the  church  of  England  as  b\'  Law  established 
and  have  the  same  entered  on  the  Proprietors  book  of 
Records,  provided  the  same  be  done  at  his  or  their  own 
expense  &  the  same  be  laid  out  in  the  common  and  undi- 
vided lands  in  not  more  than  three  lots  or  Divisions  by 
the  Committee  for  \a.y'mg  out  the  last  Division  in  said 
Town." 

"I  have  laid  out  the  said  land  and  taken  possession  of 
the  same  in  behalf  of  the  Episcopal  societ}'  which  I  hereby-- 
affirm  I  have  a  right  to  do  hy  virtue  of  a  Lease  of  the 
Rev.'^  Daniel  Barber  agent  for  said  Society. 

Elijah  Dunbar. 

*       if-  -S  « 

"Attest  L.  (Lockhart)  Willard,  Prop''  Clerk." 

Mr.  Dunbar's  grant  was  not  secured  to  him  nor  to  the 
Episcopal  church  or  society,  no  record  of  its  lay-out  has 
been  found,  and  no  one  knows  where  it  was  located.  The 
"  Glebe  road "  to  Westmoreland  was  so  called  because  it 
ran  through  or  near  the  Westmoreland  glebe,  not  that  of 
Keene,  so  far  as  is  known. 

No  account  has  been  found  in  the  proprietors'  records, 
or  in  those  of  the  town  of  Keene,  concerniug  the  disposi- 
tion of  those  original  school  lands,  nor  has  the  town  ever 
had  them  in  its  possession  or  received  any  income  from 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools.  Apparently  they  were 
seized  by  the  proprietors,  and  finally  passed  into  the  hands 
of  private  parties.  And  the  same  is  true  of  the  glebe  lands 
and  those  granted  to  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 

To  return  to  the  ministry  lot.  Many  x-cars  after  the 
grant  of  fifty  acres  in  1787,  when  more  than  one  minister 
had  been  settled  in  town,  firewood  from  that  lot  was 
given  to  each  of  them.  It  was  laid  out  in  the  north  part 
of  the^town,  about  two  miles  from  the  village,  on  the  hills 
west  of  Beaver  brook.  On  it  was  a  heav\'  growth  of  pine 
timber,  a  large  part  of  which  was  blown  down  by  the 
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wind  storm  of  ISol.  The  sclfctnicn  sold  the  wood  and 
timlicr.  ;ni(l  allc-rwards  such  trees  as  were  deteriorating, 
and  ])ut  the  money  into  the  town  treasury  to  be  aceounted 
for.  At  lIk-  annual  nieetiii;^  in  ISGO,  the  town  instructed 
the  selectmen  to  sejiaratc  from  other  moneys  the  jjroceeds 
of  the  sales  from  the  ministry  lot  and  treat  them  thereafter 
as  a  separate  fund.^  The  interest  of  that  fund  has  since 
been  divided  each  year  among  the  resident  settled  ministers 
in  lieu  of  firewood. 

The  close  of  this  decade,  ending  1860,  showed  decided 
progress  and  n)any  improvements  in  Keene.  Shelly  & 
Saw^-er  had  built  a  three-story  brick  block  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Scpiare,  in  ])]ace  of  the  old  Perry  &  Wheeler  store; 
and,  adjoining  it,  the  Cheshire  Mills  corporation  of  Harris- 
ville  (the  sons  of  Josiah  Colon\'  of  Keene)  had  ])ut  up  a 
handsome  building  with  an  iron  front,  of  smaller  dimensions 
but  of  the  same  height,  filling  the  space  to  the  old  Lamson 
building  on  the  corner  of  Roxl)ury  street;  the  Cheshire 
House  had  been  remodelled  b\"  Henry  Pond,  the  south  wing 
added,  with  stores  on  the  ground  floor  and  a  hcdl  above 
40x76  feet.  17  feet  Ingh,  and  the  large  stables  in  the  rear 
built;  the  Congregational  meetinghouse  had  been  moved 
back  four  feet  to  the  line  of  the  Wilder  building,  raised,  to 
give  height  for  the  vestry  beneath,  widened,  to  give  room 
for  two  more  rows  of  pews,  the  steeple  remodelled  and 
extended  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  height,  and  a  new  organ 
placed  in  the  gallery.  In  Januar3-,  1861,  it  was  rededicated, 
and  Rev.  John  A.  Hamilton  was  ordained  as  assistant  to 
Rev.  Dr.  Bars  tow. 

St.  James'  Episcopal  church  had  been  organized.  Rev.  E. 
A.  Renonf,  rector.  The  incorporators  of  the  parish,  under 
the  general  laws  of  New  Hampshire,  were  Thomas  B.  Kit- 
tredge,  Wm.  P.  Wheeler,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  James  Q.  Newell, 
Josiah  Colony,  Cyrcne  Johnson,  F.  M.  Ballou,  Lucius 
Goodnow,  John  Bixby,  Harry  Brownsou,  M.  T.  Totting- 
ham.  D,  H.  Sawyer  and  Joshua  D.  Colony.  Episcopal 
services  had  been  held  in  Keene  as  early  as  1816,  in  the 
old  courthouse,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Leonard,  of  Windsor,  Vt.,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Moss,  of  Newbur^-port,  Mass.    Among  the  citizens 

•1m  the  accTimuhition  of  those  salct;  and  interest  amounted  to  $4,155. 
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who  aided  in  those  services  were  Elijah  Dunbar,  Ithamar 
Chase  and  Dr.  Thomas  Edwards.  The  buriai  service  of 
that  church  was  first  used  in  Kcenc  Ijy  Rev.  Dr.  Strong,  of 
Greenfield,  Mass.,  in  August,  1817,  in  the  F'irst  Congrega- 
tional church,  at  the  funeral  of  Hon.  Ithamar  Chase,  and 
made  a  deep  impression.  Occasional  services  were  held 
afterwards  by  Rev.  Mr.  Barl>er,  of  West  Clareniont,  and 
b\-  Rev.  Nathaniel  Si)rague,i  a  native  of  Keene,  son  of  Hon. 
Peleg  Sprague;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  were  confirmed 
b\'  Bishop  Griswold.  Services  were  held  here  for  several 
weeks  in  the  summer  of  1850  b\'  Rev.  Henr\-  N.  Hudson, 
the  celebrated  Shakesperian  scholar,  but  he  was  called  to 
another  field  and  it  was  not  until  1858  that  the}'  were 
renewed  by  the  Rt.  Rev,  Carlton  Chase,  bishop  of  New 
Hampshire,  with  the  result  above  related.  The  stone 
church  on  West  street  was  built  in  1863,  Charles  E.  Parker, 
architect.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  the  30th  of  June 
with  appropriate  ceremonies,  and  the  edifice  was  com- 
pleted during  the  following  winter  and  spring,  and  wnis 
used  for  the  first  time  on  Sunday,  August  21,  1864. 

T.  J.  French  had  built  the  brick  house  on  West  street, 
now  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Faulkner,  and  Henry  Pond 
his  residence  on  the  same  street,  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  his  son,  Herbert.  Chase  &  Fairbanks  had  set  up  their 
steam  mill  on  Ralston  street,  and  nearly  one  hundred 
buildings  had  been  erected  in  the  village  within  the  preced- 
ing two  or  three  years. 

The  Keene  Gas  Company  had  been  organized  —  J.  H. 
Carter,  president ;  Solon  A.  Carter,  secretary  and  treasurer ; 
J.  H.  Carter,  F.  A.  Faulkner,  T.  H.  Leverett,  Edward  Gus- 
tine,  Geo.  B.  Twitchell,  F.  M.  Bailou  and  Samuel  Wood- 
ward, directors.  The  pipes  were  laid  and  a  part  of  the  vil- 
lage was  lighted  by  gas  for  the  first  time  in  December,  1859. 

The  fire  department  consisted  of  a  chief  engineer  and 
four  assistants;  the  Dehige  and  Neptune  fire  companies  — 
former  names  Lion  and  Tiger  —  and  the  Phoenix  Hook  and 
Ladder  Companj'. 

The  Cheshire  House  was  kept  by  C.  H.  Brainard, 
succeeded  by  E.  Holbrook;   the  Eagle  Hotel  by  Asaph 


lA  mtmorial  window  inscribed  to  him  was  placed  in  the  church  edifice  bj  his 
sister,  Miss  ElizatHrth  SpragTic. 
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Hrirrinyton,  avIio  ke]>t  the  house  until  lie  died  in  1.8G7; 
the  Union  Motel,  formerly  the  Bnierahl  House,  by  G.  A. 
Goildard,  soon  succeeded  by  Ashley  Jones.  And  tliose  were 
all  tlie  pul)lic  houses  in  town  at  that  time. 

Elliot  &  Ripley  were  keeping  the  hardware  store  on 
ElH(jfs  corner;  Bridii^man  &  Co.  were  still  in  the  old  Hall 
store;  G.  H.  Richards,  jeweller,  on  the  corner  of  Roxbury 
street;  J.  D.  &  L.  J.  Colony  in  the  main  j)art  of  the  Rich- 
ards l)nilding:  Shelly  &  Sawyer  in  their  new  block  north 
of  them ;  Parker  &  Beal,  dry  goods  and  clothing,  after- 
wards J.  R.  Bcal  &  Co.,  and  S.  D.  Osborne,  furniture,  were 
in  Pond's  block;  I).  W.  Buckminster  &  Co.  were  in  the  old 
courthouse  (now  Bullard,  &  Shedd's):  S.  A.  Gerould  &  Son 
and  G.  &  G.  H.  Tilden  were  in  the  same  stores  the}'  had 
occupied  for  thirt^'-five  and  twent^'-five  years,  respectively ; 
Elbridgc  G.  Whitconib  had  bought  the  Prentiss  building 
and  Whitconib  &  Duuliar  occupied  the  south  store.  J.  H. 
Spaltcr,  with  a  bookstore  in  Pond's  lilock,  fonnerlj'  Wilders' 
building,  was  pul^lishing  Adams's  arithmetics;  E.  C.  &  F. 
E.  Keyes  were  in  their  store  on  the  corner  of  West  street; 
William  PVench  was  selling  groceries,  and  his  brother,  T. 
J.,  dr}'  goods  under  the  town  hall.  E.  R.  Gilmore  and 
Elbridgc  Clark  were  in  the  milliner_v  business,  and  Reuel 
Nims  kept  the  store  in  the  old  Cooke  building,  where 
Lane's  upper  block  now  stands.  The  druggists  and  apothe- 
caries were  O.  G.  Dort,  E.  Goddard  and  Jacob  Green; 
M.  T.  Tottingham  succeeded  Wm.  S.  Briggs  in  the  furniture 
business,  east  side  of  Main,  l)elow  Church  street;  O.  H. 
Gillett  had  followed  J.  C.  8l  T.  New  in  stoves  and  tinware; 
and  Geo.  O.  Leonard  made  excellent  rifles  on  Winter 
street,  many  of  which  were  used  in  the  Civil  war.  The 
lirincipal  shoe  dealers  and  manufacturers  were  George 
Kingsbury,  S,  L.  Randall,  Geo.  P.  Drown,  David  Hutchins, 
O.  P.  Hall  and  W.  O.  Willson ;  the  principal  blacksmiths 
were  Wm.  H.  Brooks  and  Wm.  L.  Davis,  on  Church  street, 
L,  P.  Dean,  on  Mechanic  street,  and  A.  H.  Freeman,  on  the 
north  corner  of  Marllioro  and  Main  streets;  the  princi- 
pal car|>enters  were  D.  W.  Comstock  and  H.  P.  Muchmore. 
Jorm  Hum|)lire3'  niade  wood-working  machinery,  and  soon 
aiterwards  began  the  manufacture  of  water  wheels;  James 


RAILROAD  AND  LWWSTKIAL  DEVELOPMENT.  467 


Knowltoii  had  a  steam  planing  mill  on  Davis  street ;  W. 
H.  Wilkinson  —  succeeded  by  S.  S.  Wilkinson  —  and  A.  S. 
Tilden  were  manufacturers  of  harnesses  and  trunks ;  and 
carriages  were  still  made  on  the  north  corner  of  Mechanic 
and  Washington  streets  hy  A.  H.  Miller,  and  b\'  the 
Frenches  on  Church  street.  Chester  Allen,  S.  C.  Dustin  and 
J.  A.  French  were  taking  photographs;  Henry  Pond  dealt 
in  furs  and  r!:iade  hats  and  caps ;  P.  B.  Hayward  had  suc- 
ceeded Dea.  Asa  Durcn  in  the  ])akery ;  and  Laton  Martin, 
the  prince  of  horsemen,  kejit  an  excellent  livery-  stable  in 
rear  of  the  Eagle  Hotel  for  man\'  j'cars,  and  afterwards 
north  of  the  present  C\ty  Hotel.  Thomas  Hale  &  Co.  were 
publishing  the  Sentinel  in  the  Whiteond)  block,  and  Hora- 
tio Kimball,  the  Cheshire  Republican  in  Pond's  block.  The 
ph3-sicians  in  town  were  Geo.  R.  Twitchcll,  Thomas  B. 
Kittredge,  J.  J.  Johnson,  Wm.  H.  Thayer,  Wm.  B.  Chamber- 
lain, homeopathic,  and  J.  F.  Jennison,  botanic  and  eclectic; 
and  Dr.  Jacob  H.  Gallingcr,  now  United  States  senator, 
was  here  for  a  short  time  a  little  later.  The  lawwers  were 
Thomas  M.  Edwards  (in  congress),  Levi  Chamberlain, 
Wheeler  &  Faulkner,  F.  F.  Lane,  C.  C.  Webster,  Harvey 
Carleton,  Edward  Farrar  and  Silas  Hard^'. 

At  South  Keene,  manufactures  were  flourishing  and 
profitable;  Edward  Joslin  had  built  and  then  occupied  the 
two-story  house  east  of  the  factory ;  the  mechanics  were  a 
bright,  intelligent  class,  and  a  lively  debating  club  was 
sustained  by  them  and  the  villagers. 

The  Cheshire  County  Agricultural  Society  continued  its 
yearh'  exhibits.  The  former  building  on  the  fair  grounds  for 
manufactures,  produce  and  fanc}'  articles  had  been  replaced 
by  "Floral  Hall,"  200  feet  long,  and  other  improvements 
made,  and  the  displaj's  of  stock  and  other  exhibits  were 
remarkable.  Distinguished  men  were  employed  as  speakers, 
and  upwards  of  6,000  tickets  of  admission  were  sold  on 
favorable  days;  and  the  interest  continued  through  the 
Civil  war. 

Another  organization  that  was  of  much  importance  to 
Keene  was  the  Cheshire  Count}'  Musical  Institute.  Its 
object  was  the  improvement  of  music  in  the  churches.  As 
earl}-  as  1826  and  1827,  conventions  for  that  purpose  were 
held  in  Keene,  and  the  music  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn 
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Society's  collection  was  used.  In  1849,  the  subject  was 
revived  and  15.  F.  Baker,  of  Boston,  and  I.  B.  Woodbury, 
of  New  York,  conducted  conventions  in  the  town  hall. 
Those  yearly  conventions  became  permanent  in  1852,  and 
soon  afterwards  developed  into  the  institute,  with  Rev.  Dr. 
Barstow,  president,  conducted  in  different  years  by  Osgood 
Collestcr  and  Edward  Hamilton,  of  Worcester,  B.  F.  Baker, 

B.  H.  rVost,  L.  0.  Emerson  and  Carl  Zcrahn,  of  Boston, 
and  Wm.  B.  Bradljury  and  Geo.  F.  Root,  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Long  and  other  professional  singers  were  em- 
plo^^ed  as  soloists,  and  brilliant  concerts  were  given  at  the 
close  of  each  session.  The  chorus  sometimes  numbered  as 
higli  as  GOO.  Its  sessions  continued  through  the  Civil  war 
and  for  manj'  years  afterwards. 

The  census  of  1860  gave  Keene  a  population  of  4,320, 
three  of  whom  were  colored.    The  state  had  326,072. 

The  fifteen  highest  taxpayers  in  town  that  year  were 

C.  S.  Faulkner,  Cheshire  Provident  Institution,  Josiah  Col- 
ony, estate  of  John  Towns,  Henry  Pond,  J.  A.  Fay  &  Co., 
Charles  Lamson,  John  Elliot,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  S.  A. 
Geroukl  &  Son,  Keziah  Appleton,  J.  H.  Elliot,  Thomas  M. 
Edwards,  J.  B.  Elliot,  and  the  Ashuelot  bank. 

The  threatenings  of  internecine  strife  in  the  nation  were 
distinct!}-  seen  aiul  beard,  but  thej-  \Ycre  generally  believed 
to  be  the  mere  blusterings  of  the  slave  power  and  there 
was  little  fear  of  real  war;  nevertheless  the  excitement  of 
the  presidential  campaign  in  18G0  was  intense  and  the 
spirit  of  loyalty  was  tlioroughh^  aroused  in  the  North.  At 
the  election  in  November,  Kecnc  cast  635  votes  for  the 
Lincoln  electors  to  224  for  the  Douglass,  31  for  the  Breck- 
enridge  and  5  for  the  Bell  tickets. 

The  following  ])aragraph  was  written  from  Keene  about 
this  time  by  a  correspondent  of  the  Christian  Freeman: 
"  Nearh'  in  the  middle  of  the  county',  on  a  broad  plain 
wdiere  once  was  the  bottom  of  a  lake,  surrounded  by  hills, 
is  the  smart  and  beautiful  village  of  Keene.  Its  broad, 
straight,  well  made  streets  and  sidewalks;  its  many  large 
and  ornamental  trees;  its  elegant  dwelling  houses  and  fine 
gardens;  its  convenient  'Square'  and  miniature  park  ren- 
der it  absolutely  the  handsomest  village  of  the  size  in  the 
Eastern  States." 
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KEEXE  IX  THE  CIVIL  WAR. 
1S6I--1S65. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1861,  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Hatch  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Kcenc  under  the  administration 
of  President  Lincoln,  vice  Joshua  D.  Colony'.  Albert  God- 
frey was  the  choice  of  the  citizens,  as  expressed  by  a  vote 
of  1S9  to  62,  but  Dr.  Hatch  was  appointed  through  the 
influence  of  his  uncle.  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  member 
of  congress.  Personalh^  Dr.  Hatch  was  acceptal:)le  to  the 
people,  but  his  appointment  in  opposition  to  the  choice  of 
the  citizens  caused  much  ill  feeling. 

During  the  early  months  of  1861,  alarming  reports  of 
the  acts  of  the  disunionists  were  daily  received.  One  after 
another  the  Southern  states  passed  the  "Ordinance  of 
Secession,"  and  a  Southern  confederacy  was  formed. 
Officers  of  the  arm}'  and  nav}'  were  throwing  off  their 
allegiance  and  espousing  the  cause  of  the  Soutli.  Armed 
forces  were  organizing  and  drilling  throughout  the  South- 
em  states.  A  majority  of  the  cabinet  of  President  Buchan- 
an was  secessionist,  and  arms,  forts,  arsenals  and  other 
war  material,  besides  public  funds  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  government,  were  seized,  to  be  used  in 
active  rebellion.  The  forts  in  the  harbor  at  Charleston, 
S.  C,  held  by  a  small  force  of  United  States  troops,  were 
demanded  and  threatened  with  forciljlc  capture  if  the  de- 
mand was  refused.  The  life  of  the  president-elect  was 
known  to  be  in  peril,  but  the  designs  of  the  assassins  were 
frustrated  and  Mr.  Lincoln  reached  Washington  and  was 
inaugurated  on  the  4th  of  March. 

On  the  12tli  of  April,  1861,  Fort  Sumpter  was  attacked 
by  the  secessionists,  and  after  a  gallant  defence  was  sur- 
rendered with  the  honors  of  war.  The  telegraph  flashed 
the  tidings  to  ever}-  part  of  the  Union  and  the  most  intense 
excitement  was    aroused.     Public  meetings  were  hastily 
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called  in  every  place  of  inifx^rtance  tln'cnighout  the  North 
to  <(ivc  expression  to  ijublic  scnlinient.  The  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  archives  of  the  ^^overiiment  were  in  imminent 
dan;j;er  of  cajitnre  hy  the  rel)el  forces.  On  the  15th,  Presi- 
deiit  Lincoln  issued  his  proclamation  calling  for  75,000 
militia,  for  three  months,  for  the  defence  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  convening  both  houses  of  congress  in  extra  ses- 
sion. On  the  16th,  Governor  Gilmore  issued  his  call  for  a 
regiment  of  volunteers  from  New  Hampshire,  in  compliance 
with  the  rcfjiiest  of  the  president,  and  Keene  was  made 
one  of  the  recruiting  stations. 

On  the  afternoon  of  PViday,  the  19th,  handbills  signed 
b}'  leading  men  of  both  parties  were  circulated  in  Keene 
and  the  adjacent  towns  calling  on  the  people  of  Cheshire 
county  to  assenjble  at  Keene  on  Monday,  the  22d,  to  take 
action  on  the  national  crisis.  That  mass  meeting  was 
held  in  Central  sqtiare  at  1  o'clock  on  the  day  named. 
Hon.  Txvi  Chamberlain  —  one.  of  the  three  commissioners 
from  New  Ham]>shire,  recentl}'  returned  from  the  "  Peace 
Congress"  at  Washington  —  called  the  meeting  to  order, 
and  Ex-Governor  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  a  Democrat,  was 
chosen  president,  with  seven  leading  men  of  the  county, 
three  of  whom  were  also  Democrats,  vice  presidents. 
Governor  Dinsmoor  took  .the  chair  and  made  a  short  patri- 
otic speech  in  which  he  said:  "Amid  the  general  gloom 
which  pervades  the  comuiimity  there  is  yet  one  cause  for 
congratnlation  —  that  we  at  least  see  a  united  North." 
General  James  Wilson  was  at  home  from  California  on  a 
visit  and  Governor  Dinsmoor  introduced  him  to  the  multi- 
tude. Both  gentlemen  wore  rosettes  of  the  national  colors, 
and  each  as  he  came  forward  was  received  with  enthusi- 
astic applause.  Gen.  Wilson  made  one  of  his  old-time 
rousing  speeches.  He  was  intensely  patriotic,  and  though 
too  far  advanced  in  years  and  too  feeble  to  take  the  field 
himself,  his  eloquence  roused  the  patriotism  of  the  younger 
men.  He  was  followed  by  others,  several  of  whom  offered 
their  services  on  the  spot.  Col.  Tileston  A.  Barker,  of 
Westmoreland,  a  Democrat,  offered  to  lead  a  company  to 
the  front;  and  such  a  company  was  immediately  organized, 
with  full  ranks —  named  the  Cheshire  Light  Guards  —  and 
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was  ready  to  march  within  three  days.  Hon.  Levi  Chani- 
l)crlain  presented  a  paper  already  signed  by  twenty-three 
citizens,  pledging  $100  each  to  aid  the  families  of  those 
who  would  volunteer  in  case  the  town  did  not  make  an 
appropriation  for  that  purpose,  and  the  list  was  rapidly 
increased. 

The  same  evening  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Kecne 
was  held  in  the  town  hall  to  encourage  enlistments  and  to 
take  further  action  towards  aiding  the  families  of  volun- 
teers, followed  the  next  evening  hy  another  meeting  for  the 
same  purpose.  During  this  second  meeting  Lieut.  Henry 
C.  Handerson,  who  had  been  cippointed  recruiting  officer 
at  Keene,  marched  into  the  hall  with  a  company  of  recruits; 
and  they  were  received  with  rousing  cheers.  That  com- 
pany, sixty-seven  strong,  left  for  Concord  on  Thursday, 
the  25th,  and  was  assigned  to  the  First  regiment,  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  organized  at  Concord.  The  route 
then  was  by  cars  via  Fitchburg,  Groton  Junction  and 
Nashua,  and  a  crowd  of  people  assembled  at  the  station 
to  bid  them  Godspeed.  Rev.  Dr.  Barstow  offered  a  pra_yer, 
and  an  agent  of  the  New  Hampshire  Bible  Societ\'  gave 
each  volunteer  a  testament. 

The  excitement  continued  through  the  summer  and  fall, 
and  frequent  meetings  were  held,  several  of  them  being 
mass  meetings  on  the  Square.  The  same  enthusiasm  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  North.  legislatures  were  called 
together  and  regiments  of  volunteers  wx're  rapidh^  organ- 
ized in  all  the  states.  Troops  from  Mcissachusetts,  New 
York  and  other  states  were  promptly  on  the  ground  to 
defend  the  capital  and  other  points.  The  number  of  troops 
called  for  b^^  President  Lincoln  had  volunteered  wnthin  ten 
days,  and  the  quotas  of  the  states  were  more  than  filled. 
During  J^iat  season  of  1861,  besides  a  battalion  of  cavalry, 
a  light  battery  of  six  rifled  brass  pieces  — 155  men  —  and 
three  companies  of  sharpshooters,  New  Hampshire  organ- 
ized and  put  into  the  field  seven  regiments  of  infantry ;  and 
the  eighth  left  the  state  in  the  winter  following  —  in  all 
nearly  9,000  men. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  Capt.  Barker's  company  of  seventy- 
nine  men  and  a  third  companj-  of  recruits  of  sixt3'-two 
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men  left  Kcciie  for  I'ortsmouth  amid  the  cheers  of  a  large 
concourse  of  ])eo])le.  Thus  far  all  had  enlisted  for  three 
months  only,  under  the  first  call  <jf  the  ])rcsident,  fjut 
these  two  companies,  and  others  from  other  places,  were 
accc])ted  h\-  the  governor  and  sent  to  Portsmouth  with 
the  expectation  that  more  troops  would  be  needed ;  and 
tlie  c;ill  soon  came  for  another  regiment  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  serve  for  three  years  or  the  war.  Those  who  had 
enlisted  for  three  months  were  given  the  first  opportunity 
to  serve  in  the  longer  term,  and  about  one-half  of  the 
1 ,000  volunteers  then  jircsent  at  I'ortsmouth  immediately 
recnlistcd  for  three  j-ears  or  the  war.  The}'  were  assigned 
to  the  Second  regiment  and  given  a  short  furlough  to  pre- 
j)are  for  their  long  al)scnce.  A  large  proportion  of  Capt. 
Barker's  men  recnlistcd,  and  the  conapany  came  home  in  a 
body. 

There  were  no  funds  in  the  state  treasury  to  meet  these 
extraordinary  expenditures,  but  the  banks,  the  citizens  and 
Gov,  Goodwin  himself  became  responsible  for  the  money 
borrowed  for  the  cj^icrgenc}'.  Two  banks  in  Concord 
offered  a  loan  of  $50,000,  and  the  three  banks  in  Keene 
offered  $10,000  each ;  and  a  little  later,  citizens  of  Keene 
subscribed  for  $25,4-50  of  the  loan  of  $150,000,000  negoti- 
ated by  the  govermnent.  Tuesday  evening.  May  28,  a 
large  meeting  was  held  at  the  town  hall  to  take  further 
measures  for  providing  for  the  families  of  volunteers.  The 
sum  of  $5,000  had  been  subscribed  on  the  paper  already 
mentioned,  but  it  was  desired  to  secure  appropriations  from 
the  town  and  legislation  by  the  state  for  that  purpose. 

The  women  immediately  began  work  in  aid  of  the 
soldiers,  furnishing  underclothing,  bandages,  lint,  and 
everytliing  that  might  be  needed  by  troops  in  the  field  or 
in  the  hospitals.  The  women  of  Keene  held  their  first 
meeting  for  that  jDurpose  on  the  6th  of  Ma}-  at  the  house 
of  Rev.  E.  A.  Renouf.  It  was  then  decided  to  hold  a  meet- 
ing tlie  next  day  at  the  town  hall,  and  a  large  attendance 
was  secured.  At  first  packages  were  forwarded  to  Con- 
cord, where  a  state  organization  called  the  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society  had  alreadv  1)een  formed.  Early  in  June  the  Chesh- 
ire County  Soldiers'  Aid  Society,  a  branch  of  the  state 


KBENE  IX  THE  CIVIL  WAR.  473 

society,  was  organized  in  Kecne,  and  the  women  of  Keene, 
who  were  its  officers  and  managers,  acted  under  that 
organization.  Correspondence  and  cooperation  were  estab- 
lished with  societies  in  each  town  in  the  county,  and  their 
packages  were  sent  to  Keene,  and  later  all  the  contribu- 
tions were  forwarded  direct  from  Keene  to  the  agenc3'  of 
the  National  Sanitary  Commission.  Nearly  every  woman 
in  Cheshire  count}'  was  a  member  of  the  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society.  There  was  also  a  Juvenile  Soldiei's'  Aid  Society 
in  Keene.  This  county  organization  continued  with 
unabated  zeal  all  through  the  war,  held  weekh'  meetings, 
received  and  forwarded  large  amounts  in  contributions  — 
from  the  town  societies  and  from  individuals,  churches  and 
other  organizations  —  and  accomi)lished  a  vast  amount  of 
excellent  work  in  aid  of  the  sanitar}'  and  Christian  com- 
missions. It  had  for  presidents,  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Edwards, 
Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Kittredge,  Mrs.  Samuel  Dinsraoor  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Leverett ;  for  treasurers,  Miss  Loretta 
Boies,  Aliss  Margaret  R.  Lamson  and  Miss  Katherine 
Wheeler;  for  secretaries,  Miss  Susanna  Thompson,  Miss 
Katherine  F.  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Smith;  with  Miss 
Marj'  W.  Hale,  corresponding  secretary  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  war.  It  was  under  the  supervision  of  a  board  of 
eleven  directors  —  of  which  the  officers  were  members  — 
selected  from  the  several  religious  societies  in  town,  and 
an  assistant  committee  of  men  consisting  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  William  P.  Abbott,  Caleb  Carpenter,  Sumner 
Wheeler  and  William  P.  Wheeler.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
in  1865,  the  funds  remaining  in  its  treasury  were  used  to 
aid  the  families  of  those  soldiers  wdio  had  lost  their  lives 
in  the  war.  The  organization  was  continued  until  1871, 
when  it  did  its  last  work  to  aid  the  sufferers  by  the  great 
fire  in  Chicago.  During  the  last  two  years  of  the  war 
there  was  a  Cheshire  County  Christian  Commission,  a 
branch  of  the  national,  with  headquarters  at  Keene;  and 
there  was  a  Union  I^eague  Club  in  Keene  which  held  regu- 
lar meetings  every  week. 

The  New  Hampshire  legislature  assembled  on  the  5th 
of  June.  Hon.  Levi  Chamberlain  of  Keene  presented  ci 
series  of  resolutions  pledging  the  resources  of  the  state  "for 
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ttic  intc<;rity  of  the  Union,"  and  (iccl.'iriiijj^,  "That  the  duty 
of  tlic  (Uncr.'il  Govcniiiicnt  to  sni)iiress  all  attempts  to 
dissolve  the  Tlnion,  is  imperative,  and  eannot  be  evaded," 
which  |iasse(l  without  a  dissenting  vote.i  On  the  24th 
a  lull  passed  the  house — 1G9  to  94  —  and  became  a  law, 
appropriating  $1,000,000  and  ])lacrng  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  governor  and  council  to  be  used  for  fitting  out  troo])s 
and  sending  them  into  the  field,  and  the  immediate  organ- 
ization of  three  regiments  was  authorized. 

FIRST  REGIMENT. 

The  First  regiment  of  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  was 
organized  b}'  the  appointment  of  Hon.  Mason  W.  Tappan 
of  Bradford,  ex-member  of  congress,  colonel;  Thomas 
Whipple,  Es(|.  of  Laconia,  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war, 
lieutenant  colonel;  and  Aaron  F.  Stevens,  Esq.,  of  Nashua, 
major.  Rev.  Stephen  G.  Al)bott  of  Bradford,  after  the  war 
a  citizen  of  Keene,  was  ap]K)intcd  chaplain.  The  volun- 
teers from  Keene  were  all  in  Company  G,  of  which  Horace 
T.  H.  Pierce  was  first  lieutenant.  Leaving  Concord  on  the 
27th  of  May,  by  the  Worcester  and  Norwich  route,  the 
regiment  reached  New  York  on  Sunday  morning,  where 
it  was  given  a  hearty  reception,  and  proceeded  thence 
through  Baltimore  to  Washington.  It  was  generoush^  and 
even  hivishly  furnished  with  impedimenta  by  the  state  — 
provided  with  a  military  band  of  twent3^-five  enlisted 
musicians ;  sixteen  four-horse  baggage  wagons,  all  new, 
wnth  selected  horses  and  harnesses  made  specially  for  mili- 
tary service,  each  conipan\'  having  one  wagon  to  carry  its 
ponderous  cooking  range  and  other  baggage.  A  New  York 
paper  in  giving  an  account  of  the  passage  of  this  regiment 
through  the  city  said;  "Accompanying  the  troops  were 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  horses,  sixteen  baggage  wagons, 
containing  tents  and  provisions  for  thirty  days,  and  one 
hospital  wagon.    There  were  also  in  attendance  sixteen 

!  Although  larpe  numbers  of  Democrat?  rnUied  loyally  to  the  stipport  of  the 
governmctit,  the  I'cniocratic  party  wcis  not  unnnimous  in  adoptinj?  a  patriotic 
course,  as  is  shown  by  the  vote  above  stated.  The  New  York  Herald.  Hoston 
Ci.xirier,  New  liampshirc  Patriot,  Cheshire  Kepnblican,  and  other  Democratic 
p.Ti>ers  ;int5  some  of  the  leadin.i;  mcu  of  that  p.irtj",  were  in  active  opposition  to 
Ihc  tK'.minislration,  and  ^ooii  iiec.-mie  bitter  and  virulent.  At  first  those  leaders 
were  fuliowcd  by  n  sm.-ill  jninurity  of  their  parly,  but  with  the  inevitable 
opr>orti3nities  for  complaint  of  the  inanajrement  of  those  momeutons  public 
aflair-s  their  numbers  increased  uutil  they  formed  a  m.njority  of  the  Democrats 
in  the  country. 
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nurses,  who  took  dinner  at  the  Astor  House."  On  its 
arrival  in  Washington  it  was  reviewed  by  President  Lin- 
cohi,  who  coniphmented  it  as  the  best  a]:)])ointed  regiment 
that  had  yet  £i])pcared  at  the  capital.  Its  iniiform,  how- 
ever, furnished  by  the  state,  was  of  grey  satinet  of  poor 
quality.  After  encamping  for  a  few  da^ys  near  Washington 
the  regiment  joined  the  forces  under  Col.  Charles  P.  Stone 
of  the  regular  army,  marched  to  Rockville,  IMd.,  and  thence 
to  Poolsville  and  was  cmplojed  in  guarding  the  crossings 
of  the  Potomac  river.  On  the  7th  of  July,  ISGl,  it  marched 
via  Shaq^sburg  to  Williams]K>rt,  forded  the  river  into 
Virginia,  and  joined  Gen.  Patterson's  division.  After  a 
movement  towards  Winchester  and  a  retreat  to  Charles- 
town,  the  division  marched  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the 
First  New  Hampshire  recrossed  the  river  and  encamped  at 
Sand}'  Hook.  On  the  2d  of  August  its  term  expired,  and 
the  regiment  returned  to  New  Hampshire  and  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service.  Man\'  of  its  officers  and  men  after- 
wards joined  other  organizations  and  did  good  sennce  in 
the  war. 

The  names  of  the  men  from  Keene  are  given  below, 
with  a  brief  record  of  their  service.    All  were  members  of 
Compan}'  G.    Tt  is  to  be  xmderstood  that  they  were  privates 
and  residents  of  Keene  unless  otherwise  stated. i 
Austin,  Charles  F.    Age  21;  enl.  .April  21  ;  mrst.  out  ku^.  9.    See  Second 


Bradford,  Alonzo  B.    Age  21;  enl.  Jnne  12;  must,  out  -Aug.  9.  (Alonzo 

S.  Brentford  of  Aylirig's  Register  is  doubtless  the  same  person.) 
Colburn,  Eleazer.    Age  21;  enl.  A]iril  21:  must,  out  Aug.  9.    See  Ninth 


Cross,  Charles  K.   .Age  23 ;  enl.  AjDril  1 9  ;  must,  out  Aug.  9.    See  miscel.  org. 
Dinonie,  Octave.    Age  22;  cul.  April  23;  unist.  out  Aug.  9. 
Drummer,  Charles  H.    Age  22;  enl.  April  19;  a]i[).  2d  lieut.  April  30; 
must,  out  Aug.  9.    See  Fourth  X.  H.  V.  and  U.  S.  navy. 

1  The  abbreviations  used  in  the  tabular  records  are  as  lollovrs: 

Adjt  adjutant.      I>ept  dcTinrtnient.      Miisc  mtisieian. 

Aft  after.      Dis  disease.      Must  mustered. 

App  appointed.      Disab  disahilitj-.     Non-com. .iion-eommiR'nd. 


N.  H.  Y. 


N.  H.  V. 


Art  

B.(b.) 

Bvt  

Capt... 
Captd. 

Cav  

Co  


Col  

Com... 
Com... 
Com'd 
Corp... 
Cred... 


 captured. 

 cavalry. 

 company. 

 colonel. 

...commissary. 

 commission. 

commissioned. 

 corporal. 

 credited  to. 


artillery. 


...brevet, 
captain. 


470 


HISTORY  Ol-  KEESn. 


rai  woll,  AiiciTiMs.    A.i;i"  LTi ;  ciil.  A))ril       \  scr^rt.  fiilv  12;  must,  out 

Avi.l;. 

f.oiin.'in,  Miclincl.    A;^<'  25;  eul.  April  11);  iiiiist.  out  Aji;^.  1).    Sec  Four- 
ttentli  N.  H  \-. 

[f)s]iii,  Hon-icc.     .\'^<-  2r>;  eul.  Ajiiil  21';  .'ipp-   corji.   [ulv  12;  must,  ont 

Aiij:.  9.    Sec  Thini  N'.  II.  \'. 
Marsli.  (lenrge  VV.    X-^c  20;  eiil.  A|:iril  I'.i;  iniist.  out  .Ang.  9.    Sec  Sixth 

N.  H,  \'. 

I'ierce,  Horace  T.  H.     Aije  37;  cnl.  .Vjiril  22;  a])p.  1st  licut.  April  3(1; 

must,  out  Aug.  0.    See  Filth  N.  11.  V. 
Ouinu,  Siiijuicl  S,    A'j;c  21  :  res.  Swaiizev,  after  the  war,  Keeue;  enl.  April 

21  ;  a]>p.  ser;^t.  Kfnv  1  ;  nuist.  out  An*;.  9.    See  Fifth  N.  H.  V. 
Ruflk,  Josiali.    Age  11);  enl.  Ajiril  21-;  rlesertefl.    Sec  Second  N.  II.  V. 
Ruffle,  Snniuei  II.    .\<^c  32;  enl.  April  24-;  must,  out  Anj;-.  !).    Sec  Second 

N.  n.  Y. 

Kiiics,  (k'orgc  \V.   .Afic  23  ;  cal.  April  22 ;  ranst.  out  Aug.  9.    See  niiseel.  org. 
Ross,  Washiugton  B.    .Age  20;  eul.  April  24;  must,  out  Aug.  9. 
Russell,  Alouzo  R.    Age  2-t;  eul.  April  22;  mu.st.  out  Aug.  9. 
Russell,  Ocorge  F.    Age  27;  eul.  April  19;  must,  out  Aug.  9. 
Slyfieid,  Andrew.    ,\ge  23;  enl.  April  2.3;  must,  out  Aug.  9. 
St.'ij',  Charles.    Age  21  ;  res.  .Alstead,  after  the  war,  Keene  ;  enl.  ,A]iriI  22; 
must,  out  Aug.  9. 

Stcck,  Friedrick.    X-ZQ  20;  eul.  April  23;  must,  out  Aug.  9.     See  Four- 
teenth X.  II.  V.' 

Streeter,  Charles  11.    .Age  IS;  enl.  April  20;  must,  out  .Aug.  9.  See 

Secoud  N.  H.  V.;  rc^=.  Troy,  after  the  war,  Keene. 
Towns,  Charles  E.    .Age  22,  eul.   .Ajiril  22;  must,  out  Aug.   9.  Sec 

.'^itith  N.  IT.  V. 

Waite,   joliu  II.    Age  21;  enl.  April  22;  must,  out  Aug.  9.     See  Fifth 
N.  ti.  V. 

SECOND  RRGIMFCNT. 

The  Second  reginieiit  wns  organized  at  Portsmouth 
enrly  in  May  —  first  for  three  months'  service,  with  Thomas 
P.  Pierce  of  Manchester,  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  war, 
colonel.  Bat  the  j^overnment  declined  to  take  an\'  more 
volunteers  for  the  short  term  and  the  regiment  was  immc- 
fh;ite1\-  reorganized  with  Gihnan  Marston,  of  Exeter,  then 
member  of  congress  from  the  first  New  Hampshire  district, 
colonel,  Frank  S.  Fiske,  of  Keene,  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
Josiah  Stevens,  Jr.,  of  Concord,  major.  Rev.  Henry  B. 
Parker,  of  Concord,  a  native  of  Keene,  was  appointed 
chaplain.  Capt.  Barker's  company,  from  Cheshire  county, 
was  given  the  first  place  (Company  A.)  with  Henry  N. 
Mctcalf,  of  Keene,  first  lieutenant,  and  Herbert  B.  Titus, 
of  Chesterfield,  second  lieutenant.  Company  B  was  from 
Concord,  with  S.  G.  Griffin,  of  that  city —  formerly  of  Nel- 
son;  after  the  war,  of  Keene— captain.    The  uniform  of 
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this  regiment,  as  well  as  that  of  the  First,  was  of  grej' 
satinet,  but  it  soon  gave  place  to  the  United  States  army 
blue.  The  Second  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  early  in  June,  1S61,  and  on  the  20th  of  that  month, 
with  1,022  officers  and  men,  left  Portsmouth  for  Washing- 
ton, via  Boston  and  New  York.  Governor  Berry  and  his 
staff,  ex-Governor  Goodwin  and  many  leading  men  of  the 
state  accompanied  the  regiment  to  Boston,  where  it 
was  received  with  enthusiastic  demonstrations.  Immense 
crowds  of  people  thronged  the  streets.  An  organization 
of  fourteen  hundred  Sons  of  New  Hampshire,  accompanied 
by  Governor  Andrew  and  his  staff  and  many  prominent 
citizens,  with  military  bands,  escorted  the  regiment  and  its 
guests  to  the  Music  Hall,  where  a  ])anquet  had  been  pre- 
pared. At  the  close  of  the  banquet,  Hon.  Marshall  P. 
Wilder,  a  native  of  Riudge,  president  of  the  Sons  of  New 
Hampshire,  made  a  short,  patriotic  address,  and  Govemor 
Andrew  reviewed  the  regiment  on  the  common.  I'roceed- 
ing  by  railroad  via  Fall  River  and  the  steamer  Bay  State, 
it  reached  New  York  the  next  morning  and  received  a 
similar  ovation.  And  this  was  the  manner  in  wdiich  all 
the  earlier  regiments  were  received  in  the  northern  cities  as 
they  proceeded  to  the  front.  From  New  York  the  Second 
was  sent  b}'  the  wa\-  of  Harrisburg,  jiassing  through 
Baltimore,  and  reaching  Washington  on  the  23d  and 
encamping  about  one  mile  north  of  the  White  House. 

The  Second  was  brigaded  under  Col.  A.  E.  Burnside, 
with  the  First  and  Second  Rhode  Island  Yoluntecrs,  the 
Rhode  Island  volunteer  batter}'  and  the  Seventy-first  New 
York  Volunteers,  and  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  was 
sharply  engaged,  losing  nine  men  killed,  thirty-five  woimded 
— four  of  them  mortalh'  —  and  sixty-three  taken  prisonei'S. 
Col.  Marston  was  among  the  wounded,  and  Lt.  Col. 
Fiske  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  regiment.  After 
that  battle  the  Second  was  assigned  to  the  brigade  of 
Gen.  Joseph  Hooker  and  encamped  at  Bladensburg,  Md. 
In  October,  Hooker's  command  was  increased  to  a  division 
and  moved  down  the  left  bank  of  the  Potomac  to  prevent 
a  blockade  of  that  river,  and  went  into  winter  quarters 
at  Budd's  Ferry. 
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Earl^'  in  April,  1862,  Hooker's  division  joined  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  was  present  at 
the  siege  of  Yorktown.  At  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  the 
regiment  lost  sixteen  killed,  sixt^'-six  wonnded  and  twenty- 
three  missing.  Among  the  killed  were  Edward  N.  Taft  and 
Nathaniel  Lane  of  Keene.  The  Second  shared  in  McClel- 
1,'in's  campaign  on  tlie  peninsula,  with  its  "seven  da3's' 
fight,"  and  the  depressing  effects  of  those  disasters.  Re- 
turning with  the  arm3'  to  Alexandria  in  August,  the 
Second  was  engaged  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and 
suffered  heavy  loss  —  thirty-eight  killed  and  mortallj' 
wounded,  and  more  than  100  wounded  and  missing,  or 
about  forty  per  cent  of  its  whole  numlier  engaged.  Dur- 
ing that  autumn,  while  the  main  arm}-  was  on  its  Mary- 
land campaign,  the  Second  was  attached  to  Sickles's  divi- 
sion of  Banks's  command,  which  held  the  defences  of 
Washington,  and  was  encamped  on  the  Virginia  side  of 
the  Potomac.  In  November,  Sickles's  division  rejoined  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  under  Burnside,  and  the  regi- 
ment was  present  at  the  battle  of  PVedericksburg,  Dec  13, 
but  was  not  actively  engaged.  Towards  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary', 1803,  it  was  ordered  home  "to  recruit"  (just 
before  election)  and  was  received  with  demonstrations 
similar  to  those  made  when  it  left  the  state.  The  men 
were  furloughed,  and  they  visited  their  families.  The 
Seventeenth  regiment  was  then  organizing  at  Concoi'd, 
and  the  government,  not  desiring  another  regiment  from 
New  Hampshire  at  that  time,  ordered  the  consolidation  of 
the  Seventeenth  with  the  Second. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  18G3,  the  Second  again  started 
for  the  front,  with  replenished  ranks  and  with  the  regi- 
mental band  of  the  Seventeenth,  also  transferred.  Col. 
Marston  had  been  promoted  to  brigadier  general,  and 
Capt.  Edward  L.  Bailej^  who  had  been  raised  to  major 
and  lieutenant  colonel,  was  advanced  to  colonel.  The 
regiment  rejoined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Rappahan- 
nock Station  on  the  13th  of  June,  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  retreat  into  Maryland,  and  w^as  assigned  to  the  Third 
brigade  of  Humphrey's  division,  Sickles's  Third  arnn'  corps. 
That  corps  reached  Emmettsburg,  Pa.,  on  the  1st  of  July, 
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while  the  First  and  Eleventh  corps  were  holding  the  enemy 
in  check  at  Gettysburg,  twelve  miles  distant.  Gen.  Sickles 
moved  forward  with  a  part  of  his  corps  that  afternoon. 
The  remainder,  with  which  was  the  Second  New  Hamp- 
shire, started  for  the  battlefield  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d,  without  waiting  for  coffee,  but  halted  on 
the  road  to  make  it,  and  joined  the  advance  column  at  9 
o'clock.  There  was  quiet  for  about  three  hours,  and  the 
tired  troops  rested.  Lee,  under  cover  of  woods  along  the 
Emmettsburg  road,  was  massing  a  heavy  column  against 
the  Union  left,  now  held  by  Sickles 's  corps.  After  some 
changes  of  position  the  Second  was  placed  in  Sherfey's 
famous  peach  orchard,  supporting  Ames's  battery,  an 
exposed  position  where  it  did  gallant  service  and  lost 
heaviW  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  Compte  de  Paris,  in 
his  "  Histoire  de  la  Guerre  Civile  en  Amerique,"  character- 
izes the  fight  in  that  peach  orchard  as  "murderous."  Out 
of  354  officers  and  men  of  the  Second  who  went  into  the 
battle  the  loss  officially  reported  was  193,  or  more  than 
one-half.  Three  commissit)ned  officers  were  killed,  eighteen 
wounded  —  four  mortally  —  aud  but  three  out  of  twentj'-four 
escaped  unhurt.  Seventeen  enlisted  men  were  killed,  119 
wounded  and  thirty-six  missing.  Of  the  men  from  Keene, 
Capt.  Henry  N.  Metcalf,  and  Private  William  H.  Spring 
were  killed;  Sergeants  Samuel  F.  Holbrook  and  Albert  R. 
Walker,  and  Privates  John  A.  Blake,  Cornelius  Clearj'  and 
Benjamin  F.  Ruffle  were  wounded  —  Blake,  Clearj^  and 
Walker  severely  —  and  William  C.  Drummer  was  missing, 
probably  killed,  as  there  is  no  further  record  of  him.  The 
regiment  was  not  actually  engaged  on  the  3d  aud  last  day 
of  the  battle  and  suffered  no  loss. 

After  the  battle  the  Second  marched  with  the  army  in 
pursuit,  via  Frederic,  Antietam  battlefield  and  Harper's 
Ferry  to  Warrenton,  and  thence  to  Washington ;  and 
spent  the  winter  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  with  the  Fifth 
and  Twelfth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  guarding  a  camp 
of  prisoners.  Gen.  Marston  was  in  command  of  the  camp. 
Early  in  April,  1864,  the  Second  and  Twelfth  regiments, 
having  been  recruited  from  the  drafted  men  and  substitutes 
sent  from  New  Hampshire,  joined  the  Army  of  the  James, 
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were  ass);^'^i)ed  to  VVcitzcl's  flivision  of  Rinitli's  Eighteenth 
corps,  .'ukI  <.'iic.'un])e(]  at  iieniuuln  Hundreds.  Towards  the 
last  of  May  that  cor])s  was  transferred  to  the  Arrn3'  ol' 
the  T'otoniac,  joined  Gen.  Grant  at  Cold  Harbor  and  took 
])art  in  the  battle  of  the  3d  of  June,  siifferinj.,'  heav}'  loss. 
The  three  years'  term  of  tlic  original  members  ex])ired  on 
tlie  8th,  and  twenty-eight  comniissiojied  offieers  —  ineluding 
all  the  field  and  staff  except  Adjutant  John  D.  Cooper  — 
and  199  enlisted  men  returned  to  New  Hampshire  and 
were  nnistcred  out.  Sixty-six  of  the  original  members  and 
thirty-two  of  the  early  recruits  had  reenlisted  for  three 
years  or  the  war,  and  those,  with  the  later  recruits,  drafted 
nien  anci  substitutes,  with  four  commissioned  officers,  now 
composed  the  regiment  of  about  250  men.  Of  those  only 
tliirteen  were  from  Keene. 

Ca])t.  J.  N.  Patterson  was  jiromoted  to  lieutenant 
colonel  and  took  command  of  the  regiment,  with  Adjutant 
Cooper  [jronioted  to  major.  The  Second  remained  with 
the  arm\'  during  the  siege  of  I'etersbiirg,  most  of  the  time 
engaged  in  guard  and  |>rovost  duty.  At  the  final  breaking 
of  the  lines  and  capture  of  Petcrsliurg  and  Richmond,  April 
2,  1S65,  it  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  and  was 
not  actively  engaged,  T)ut  w*as  among  the  first  to  enter 
Richmond,  without  op])osition ;  and  it  encamped  for  about 
three  months  near  the  city.  On  the  21st  of  June,  the 
Tenth,  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers 
were  mustered  out  of  ser^nce,  and  the  men  of  those  regi- 
ments whose  terms  had  not  expired  were  transferred  to 
the  Second,  raising  its  numbers  to  about  900  men.  The 
regiment  was  retained  through  the  summer  for  guard  and 
|)rovost  duty  in  eastern  Virginia,  and  early  in  December 
was  sent  to  City  Point  and  mustered  out  of  service.  Upon 
arriving  at  Concord  it  received,  as  did  all  the  regiments  re- 
turning to  New  Hampshire,  a  hearty  and  generous  reception. 

Below  are  given  the  names  and  brief  records  of  the  men 
from  Keene.  It  is  to  be  imderstood  that  they  are  privates 
and  residents  of  Keene  unless  othei'wnse  stated. 

Alexander,  Luciaii  A.    Band;  ajje  28;  enl.  jnly  22,  'Gl  ;  must.  Aug.  7, 

'Gl,  as  first  class  rniisc;  discli.  April  1,  '62.' 
AUserion,  Sanford  A.    Co.  A;  age  22;  en].  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.; 

recnl.  May  22,  'Ol,  for  3  vrs.;  must,  as  corp.;  app.  scrgt.;  disch. 

disali.  Sept.  12,  'C\2. 
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Atwood,  Rufus.    Co.  A;  aged  31;  eni.  April  25,  'Gl,  for  3  ttic;s,;  reenl. 

May  22,  "61,  for  o  yvs.;  must,  as  corp.;  app.  sergt.;  died,  disease,  at 

Keeue,  Jati.  23,  '6-i. 
Austin,  Charles  F.    Co.  A;  aged  21;  ciil.  Sept.  12,  '61;  wd.  June  9,  '04, 

at  Cold  Harbor;  disch.  Sept.  1+,  '6-.}-.    See  Pirst  N.  H.  Vols. 
Beliveau,  Frank  A.    Band;  age  23;  enl.  Sept.  4,  '61;  must,  as  second 

clas.s  niusc.;  discli.  Aug.  8,  '62,  near  Harrison's  L.anding,  Va. 
Blake,  Charles  H.    Co.  A;  age  30;  enl.  May  22.  '61  ;  disch.  disab.  Nov. 

17,  '62. 

Blake,  John  A.  Co.  A;  age  20;  res.  Gilsuiri  (b.,  and  ret.  to  live  in  Keene)  ; 
enl.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  M.iy  22,  '61.  for  3  vrs.;  captd.  lune 
30,  '62,  at  White  Oak  Swam]),  Va.;  \vd.  severely  Jnly  2,  '63,  Gettys- 
burg; disch.  disab.  June  7,  '64-. 

Bolster,  Almon.  Band;  age  34;  eni.  Juh'  22,  '61;  must.  Ang.  7,  '61,  as 
leader;  reduced  to  first  class,  then  to  third  class  njusc,;  disch.,  ser- 
vices not  needed,  Jan.  20,  '62. 

Eiowen,  Frederick  A.  Band;  age  26;  eiii.  July  22,  '61,  as  second  class 
nmsc;  must,  out,  Ang.  H,  '62,  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va. 

Bridge,  Stary  W.  Co.  I;  age  21 ;  b.  Keene;  res.  Gilsum;  enl.  Sept,  ,5,  '61  ; 
disch.  Sept.  14,  '6  4-,  term  exp. 

Califf,  Jonath.an.  Co.  A;  age  44;  cnL  April  25,  '61 ,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  May 
22,  '61,  for  3  vrs.;  \vd.  accidentally  bv  sentinel ;  died  of  wds.  Aug.  14, 
'61,  Washington,  U.  C. 

Califf,  William  W.  Co.  A;  age  18;  etil.  .Vpril  30,  "61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
May  22,  '61;  disch.  disab.  Jan.  27,  '63, 

Capron,  J.  Foster,  Co.  A;  age  24;  h.  Keene;  res.  Troj- ;  enl.  April  25, 
'61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  May  22.  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  disch.  disab.  Oct.  22, 
'61,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Carroll,  Philip  S.  Co.  H;  age  23;  enl.  Sept.  3.  '61:  disch,  disab.  May 
16,  '63, 

Clark,  Milton  W.  Co.  A;  age  41  ;  enl.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
Mar  22,  '61,  for  3  vrs.;  must,  as  sergt.,  ]Mav  31,  '61;  disch.  disab. 
May  31,  '63. 

Cleary,  Cornelius.  Co.  H;  age  35;  enl.  Aug.  27,  '61;  wd.  sev.  July  2, 
'63,  at  Gettysburg;  died  of  wds.  Aug.  1,  '63,  Washington,  D.  C." 

Cobb,  Fred  W.  Co.  A:  age  23;  enl.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  May 
22,  '61,  for  3  vrs.;  must,  as  1st  sergt,;  app.  2d  lieut.  Sept.  1,  '6l'; 
prom.  1st  lieut.  July  1,  '62;  resign.  Aug.  31,  '62. 

Converse,  Granville  S.  /  Co.  I;  age  18;  enl,  April  2S,  '61,  for  3  mos,; 
reenl.  May  21,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  must,  out  June  21,  '64. 

Craig,  Allen  A.  Co.  A;  b.  Canada;  cred.  Keene;  age  41;  eni.  Aug.  16, 
'62;  disch.  disab.  May  30,  '63.    See  Fourteenth^N.  H.  V, 

Darling,  John  G,  Co.  A;  age  21;  enl.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
May  22,  '61,  for  3  vrs.';  \vd.  M.-ty  5,  '62,  WilHamsburg,  Va.;  discb. 
wds.  July  25,  '62;  died  Keene,  1S64, 

Davis,  James.  Co.  A;  age  19;  enl,  .4i.pri1  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  May 
22,  '61,  for  3  yrs,;  died,  disease,  Jan,  9,  '63,  Philadelphia. 

Davis,  Nathaniel  D.  Co.  A;  b.  Keeue;  res.  Winchester;  age  29;  enl.  April 
25,  "61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  ^lav  22,  *61 ,  for  3  vrs.;  disch,  disab.  Feb. 
4,  '63;  died  June  4,  '63,  Winchester. 

Drummer,  John  A.    Co.  A:  age  20;  enl.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 

May  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  died,  disease,  Dec.  9,  '61,  in  Maryland. 
Drummer,  W'illiam  C.    Co.  F;  age  17;  enl.  Sept.  6,  '61;  wd.  and  miss. 

July  2,  '63,  Gettysburg;  no  further  record. 
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Dunlap,  Whitufv.    Co.  K;  ajje  '!!  ;  enl.  Auf,'.  31,  'Gl  ;  fli.sch.  disnlj.  [nlj- 

■J,  TkI.    St-e  'v.  R.  C. 
Easlmnii.  Willi.iin.    Cfi.  II;  a!^c4:^;  eiil.  Sf[)t.  12,  'Gl  ;  discli.  disab.  Scjjt. 

20.  "(12;  after  .'icrvicc  in  V.  K.  C. 
Eaton,  (Orleans  S.    Co.  A;  n<zt  28:  oil.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 

M.'iy  22,  'Gl,  for  3  yrs.;  disch.  disah.  April  27,  '03. 
lillis,  David  C.    Co.  II;  I).  Kiclnnond;  :\>zc  33;  res,  Keene;  enl.  Sc]jt.  14, 

'Gl  ;  flcsert.  Fcl).  T,  'G3 ;  returned  June  15,  'G4;  disdi.  April  4,  'G5, 

at  Riclimond,  Va. 

Emerson,  Albert  A.    Co.  11;  b.  Kceiic;  age  23;  res.  Somersworth  ;  eul. 

April  25,  'Gl,  for  3  irios.;  reenl.  May  27,  'Gl,  for  3  yrs,;  must,  as 

ser^^^t.;  disch.  disab.  An^.  1,  "Gl, 
Fiske,  Frank  S.     Field  and  staff;  age  35;  app.  It.  col.  April  30,  '61; 

must,  in  Jnne  10,  'Gl  ;  resign.  Oct.  23,   'G2 ;  bvt.  col.  and  brig.  gen. 

V.  S.  v.,  to  date  Martli  13,  '65,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service. 
Oilbert.  Charles  N.   Co.  H;  age  29 ;  enl.  Sept.   14,  '61;  discb.  disab. 

March  15,  '62. 

Gleason,  Aaron  R.    Co.  F;  res.  Gilsuni,  after  the  war.  Keene;  age  27; 

enl.   Sept.  'J,  '61;  transf.  to  Co.   101,  2d  battal.  I.  C,  Jan.  .5,  '64; 

prom,  to  act.  asst.  surg.  U.  S.  k.\  app.  asst.  surg.  I'ourtcenth  N.  H. 

Vols.,  Alay  11,  '64;  declined  ajjpt.;  served  bv  contract  as  act.  asst. 

surg.  U.  S.  A.  (civil  appt.)  from  May  18,  '64',  to  July  22,  '65. 
(iregorv,  WilHarn  H.    Co.  .\ ;  age  30:  enl.  Sept.  2,  '61;  disch.  disab. 

Sept.  25,  '61. 

Griffin,  Simon  G.  Co.  B;  age  37;  vohinleered  as  private  in  April  '61; 
recrnitiug  officer,  May  '61  ;  apj).  capt.  June  4,  'Gl,  must,  to  date  June 
1 ,  '61 ;  resigned  to  accejjt  j)romotion.  See  Si.xth  X.  H.  V.  and  miscel. 
org. 

Hadley,  Ethan.  Band;  age  33;  enl.  July  22,  '61;  must,  as  first  class 
muse;  must,  out  second  class  muse.  Aug.  S,  '62,  near  Harrison's 
Landing,  Va. 

Heaton,  George  vS.  Co,  .\ ;  .ige  20;  enl.  April  25,  "61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
May  22,  '"ei,  f.>r  3  vrs.;  captt).  fuly  21,  '61,  first  Hull  Run,  Va.;  par- 
oled Jan.  17,  '62;  disch.  disab.  Aug.  15,  '62.   See  V.  R.  C. 

Hodgkins,  William  M.  Co.  A;  age  28;  enl.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.; 
reenl.  May  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  died,  dis.  July  21,  '62,  Harrison's 
La!) ding,  Va. 

Holbrook,  Samuel  F.  Co.  h:  age  21 ;  enl.  A])ril  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
.M.iy  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  app.  corp.  Jan.  1;  '63;  wd.  July  2,  '63, 
Gettysburg;  a]>p.  sergt.  July  2,  '63;  reenl.  Jan.  1,  '64,  as  private,  cred. 
to  W.ilpole:  a]»p.  lieut.  June  24,  '64;  app.  capt.  Co.  G,  April  1,  '65; 
must,  out  Dec.  19,  '65. 

Ilolden,  Jonathan  M.  Co.  A  ;  age  25 ;  enl.  April  25  ,'61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
Mav  22,  '61,  for  3  vrs.;  disch.  disab.  .^.ug.  19,  '61,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Hoiton,  Henry.  Co.  A;  age  27;  enl.  .\pril  25,  "61,  for  3  mos.:  reenl.  May 
22,  'Gl,  for  3  yrs.;  must.  May  31,  '61,  as  muse;  died,  dis.  March  19, 
'63,  at  Keene. 

Howe,  Lucius  T.  Co.  A;  age  22;  enl.  ."^pril  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
May  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  app.  corp.;  disch.  disab.  .Vlay  31, '62,  White 
'Jak  Swamp,  Va. 

Hurd,  Warren  H.  Co.  k;  age  18;  enl.  April  25,  "61.  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
I^Iay  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs,;  captd.June  30,  "62,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Va.; 
exchanged:  af>p.  corp.  Jan.  1,''G3;  disch.  Dec.  22,  '63,  to  accept 
promotion;  afterwards  lieut.  and  capt.  U.  S.  colored  troops. 
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Jackson,  George  A,  Co.  C;  b.  Keene ;  res.  Witidham ;  age  21  ;  enl.  for  9 
mos.;  transf.  from  Scvemeenth  N.  11.  April  IG,  'G3;  must,  out  Oct. 
9,  '63. 

Johnson,  Henry  H.    Co.  A;  age  22;  enl.  .Vjjril  2'),  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reeul. 

Alay  22,  "Ol,  for  3  vrs.;  .npp.  corp.  May  31,  'Gl  ;  ilisch.  disab.  Julv 

29, ''61,  at  Washington,  I).  C. 
Lane,  Nathntiiel  F.    Co.  A;  age  22:  enl.  April  2.~»,  '(>1,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 

May  22,  'Gl,  for  3  yrs.;  kilkd  -May  a,  'G2,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
Lanphere,  Orlando  M.    Co.  A ;  age  20;  enl.  Aug.  19,  '61  ;  disch.  Aug.  24-, 

'Q4r,  at  Concord. 

Marsh,  Henrv  H.  Co.  A:  aije  20;  enl.  .\pril  2.1,  "Gl,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
May  22,  'Gl,  for  3  yrs.;  must,  out  June  21,  'G4. 

Metcalf,  Henry  N.  Co.  A;  age  28;  enl.  April  25,  'Gl,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 
Mav  22,  'Gl,  for  3  vrs.;  must,  in  as  1st  It.;  transf.  to  Co.  F.  Xov.  1, 
'Gl;  app.  capt.  Aug"  13,  'G2;  killed.  July  2,  '63,  Gettysburg. 

Kash,  Frank.    Co.  A;  age  19;  enl.  .April  29,  "Gl,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  May 

22,  'Gl,  for  3  yrs.;  disci),  disab.  Feb.  7,  'GH,  Falmouth,  Va. 

Xoyes,  Samuel  L.    Band;  age  24;  cnl.  July  25,  'Gl  :  nnist.  as  third  class 

n)usc.;  must,  out  Aug.  8,  '62,  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va. 
O'Brien.  Cornelius.  Co.  A;  age  16;  enl.  Aug.  28,  '61;  disch.  Aug.  24,  '64, 

near  Petersburg,  Va.,  term  cxp. 
Parker,  Henry  E.    Field  and  stafi";  b.  in  Kecne:  res.  Concord;  age  40; 

app.  chaplain,  June  10,  '61;  disch.  Aug.  5.  '62. 
Parker.  William  H.    Co.  H;   age  16;  enl.  June  19, '61;  must,  as  muse; 

disch.  .'\ug.  2S,  '61,  Eladensburg,  Md.    Sec  Fourteenth  N.  H.  Vols. 

and  misccl.  org. 

Phelps,  George  W.    Co.  E;  enl.  Sept.  4,  'Gl  ;  app.  corp.  Nov.  1,  'Gl  ;  wd. 

Aug.  29,  '62,  second  Bull  Run ;  disch.  disab.  June  4,  '63,  at  Concord. 
Pratt,  Edwin  P.   Band;  age  21;  enl.  July  22,  'Gl  ;  must,  as  third  class 

muse;  must,  out  Aug.  S,  'G2,  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va.    See  First 

N.  H.  Car. 

Freckle.  William  H.    Co.  A;  age  21;  enl.  .April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 

May  22,  'Gl ,  for  3  yrs.;  wd.  sev.  Aug.  29,  '62,  at  second  Bull  Run; 

discli.  wds.  Feb.  3,  'G3,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Pressler,  Christian.   Co.  A;  age  30;  enl.  Ai)ril  25,  '61,  for  3  mos;  reenl. 

May  22,  '61.  for  3  vrs.;  app.  sergt.  May  31,  "61;  app.  1st  sergt.Julv 

1.  '62;  disch.  disab.' Dec.  13, '62,  Washi'ngtoii,  D.  C.    See  V.  R.'C. 

Rahn,  William  J.  Co.  I;  age  33;  enl.  Alay  9,  '61;  app.  commis.  sergt. 
June  8,  '62;  must,  out  June  21,  'G-l. 

Richardson,  James  F.   Co.  G;   age  19;  b.  Keene;  res.  Nelson;  enl.  Aug. 

23.  '61  ;  disch.  Aug.  23,  '64,  near  Petersburg,  Va.;  term  exp. 

Richardson,  Samuel  C.  Co.  K;  age  3G ;  enl.  .\ug.  31,  '61;  disch.  disab. 
Oct.  26,  '62,  Washington,  D.  C.    Formerly  in  state  service. 

Ruffle,  Benjamin  F.  Co.  .\  ;  age  23;  enl.  .April  2G,  'Gl,  for  3  mos.:  reenl. 
May  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  wd.  July  2,  '63,  Gettysburg;  reenl.  Feb.  19, 
'64;  ap]).  sergt.Julv  1,  'G4;  must,  out  Dec.  19,  '65. 

Ruffle,  Charles.  Co.  H;  age  32;  enl.  Sept.  3,  'Gl :  reenl.  Feb.  19,  '64; 
app.  corp.  July  1,  '64;  must,  out  Dec.  19,  '65. 

Rufl3e,  George.  Co.  A;  age  29;  b.  Keene;  res.  Stoddard;  enl.  Aug.  8, 
'61;  wd.  Aug.  29,  "62," second  Bull  Run;  disch.  disab.  May  30,  '63, 
Concord. 

RufHe,  Josiah.  Co.  A;  age  19;  enl.  Aug.  9,  '61;  transf.  to  Co.  K,  Fourth 
U.  S.  Art.  Nov.  1,  '62;  reenl.  Feb."  11,  '64;  disch.  Fel).  11,  '67,  Fort 
Delaware,  term  exp.    See  First  N.  H.  Vols. 
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Ruffle.  Snniuel.    Co,  II;  a^e  32;  eiil.  Jan.  22,  '02;  (lk>d,  dis.   Aug.  1.5, 

•()2,  D.'ivirl's  Isl.-iiid,  N.  Y.  harbor.   Sec  First  N.  H.  Vols. 
Salter,  Antoine.    Co.  H;  a^c  23;  cul.  Sept.  5,  '01;  captd.  June  30,  '02, 

White  Oak  Swamj),  V'a.;  died,  dis.  Au;<.  7,  '02,  near  Richmond,  Va. 
Sber\\in,  Horace  E.    Co.  A;  ap;e  20;  eul.  Maj^  0.  'Gl,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 

ATay  22,  '01,  for  3  yrs.;  must,  out  June  21,  '04. 
Soutliworth,  Orlin  R.    Co.  X;  age  22;  enl.  An;;.  19,  '61;  disch.  Aug.  24, 

'04,  near  I'etersburg,  Va.,  term  exp. 
S]iaulding,  Milan  D.    Co.  C;  age  10;  res.  Sullivan;  enl.  Sept.  10,  '01;  apji. 

sergt,;  reetil.  \nn.  1,  'G4,  ercd.  Keene;  ap]).  1st  sergt.  July  1,  '04,  app. 

1st  heut.  Nov.  4,  '04;  discb.  May  11,  "65. 
Spring,  Joseph  W.    Band;  age  20;  enl.  July  22,  '01,  as  first  class  muse.; 

must,  out  Aug.  8,  '02,  Harrison's  Landing,  Va. 
Sprintr,  William  II.    Co.  A;  age  10;  enl.  A])ril  30,  '01,  for  3  mos.;  reetil. 

May  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  killed  July  2,  '63,  Gettysburg. 
Stevens,  Edward  R.    Co.  K;  age  31  ;  res.  Concord;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Dec. 

3,  '63:  \vd.  June  1,  64.  Cold  Harbor;  disch.  disab.  June  10, '65. 
Streeter,  Charles  H.    Co.  C:  age  18;  res.  Troy,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Sept.  5.  '01;  ajjp.  corp.;  reenl.  Jan.  1,  '64;  app.  sergt.  JUI3'  1, 

'04:  1st  serijt.  Nov.  30,  '64;  sergt.  major,  Marcli  17,  '65;  1st.  lieut. 

Co.  A,  May  1,  '05;  disch.  Aug.  16,  '05.    See  First  N.  H.  Vols. 
Sumner,  Aaron  H.    Co.  .A;  age  2.5;  res.  Swanzey,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  .April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  May  22,  '01,  for  3  yrs.;  app. 

corp.;  app.  sergt.  Jan.  10,  '64;  must,  out  June  21,  '64. 
Sumner,  Alonzo  D.    Co.  C;  age  18;  enl.  Sept.  3,  '61  ;  disch.  disab.  June  9, 

'63,  Concord.    See  V.  R.  C. 
Sumner,  Darid.    Co.  C;  age  44;  enl,  Sept.  7,  '01  ;  disch.  disab.  June  11, 

'62,  Washington,  D.  C,    See  Fourteenth  N.  H.  V. 
Taft,  Edward  N.    Co.  A;  age  27;  eid.  April  25,  '61 ,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  Mav 

22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  killed  Tvlay  5,  '02,  WiIlianiB])nrg,  Va. 
Tallant,  Charles  TI.    Hand;  age  19;  enl.  July  22,  '01,  as  third  class  muse.; 

disch.  March  24,  G'J.    Supposed  identical  with  Charles  H.  Tallant, 

U.  S.  nav3". 

Thatcher,  Lucius.    Co.  A:  age  21;  enl.  Sept.  4,  '61;  disch.  disab.  Oct.  17, 
•62. 

Thompson.  Henry  A.    Co.  H;  age  40;  enl.   Sept.  2,  '61;   disch.  disab. 

June  9,  '63,  Concord.    See  V.'R.  C. 
Thorning,  William  H.    Co.  .\ :  age  21;   res.  Winchester,  after  the  war, 

Keene:  enl.  .April  25.  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl.  May  22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.; 

di-sch.  Islay        '64,  New  York  cit\%  term  exp. 
Thnrston,  James.    Co.  C;  age  IS;  b.  Keene;  res.  Stoddard;  enl.  Sept.  9, 

'61  ;  deserted. 

Tottirigham.  Charles  N.    Band;  age  34;  enl.  July  22,  '61  ;  must,  as  first 

cLiss  muse;  app.  leader  Sept.   1,  '01;  must,  out  Aug.  S,  '62,  near 

Harrison's  Landing,  Va,    See  Second  Brig,  band,  in  which  he  enl. 

Jan,  20,  '0.3,  as  first  class  muse;  disch.  disab.  Nov.  17,  '03. 
Turner.  Gardner  W.    Co.  .A;  aa:e  25;  enl.  April  25,  '61,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 

May  22.  '61  for  3  yrs.;  killed  Aug.  29,  '02,  second  Bull  Run. 
Walker,  Albert  R.    Co.  A;  age  25;  enl,  ,^pril  25,  '01,  for  3  mos.:  reenl. 

May  22,  '01,  for  3  vrs.;  app.  corp.  Aug.  1,  '61 ;  sergt.  June  1,  '63;  wd. 

sev.  July  2,  '63,  Gett_vs!uirg;  transf.  to  V.  R,  C,  April  23,  '64;  disch. 

June  7,  '04,  Washington,  M. C,  term  exp. 
Warner,  John  vS.    Co.  k  \  age  24;  enl.  Sept.  4,  '61;  res.  Marlow,  after  the 

war,  Keene;  wd.  Mav  5,  '02.  Williamsburg,  Va,;  disch.  wds.  Oct.  14, 

'62.  -     ,  , 
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Watson,  Jaraes.    Co.  K;  nsje  18;  h.  Eng.;  cred.  Keene;  oil.  Itec.  3,  '63; 

\v(l.  June  3,  '64-,  Cold  H.irbor:  cut.  Cainpbcll  Gcii.  Hospital,  Wash- 

iug-lori.  D.  C;  trrinsf.  to  Pliil.-Hlel})lna  June  10,  'G+.  Ko  further  record. 
Wheeler,  William  C.    Co.  A:  age  33;  enl.  April  27,  'G1,  for  3  mos.;  reenl. 

'May  22,  '61,  for  3  _vrs.;  wd.  June  25,  '62,  Oak  Grove,  Va.;  disch. 

wds.  Sept.  12.  '62,  .Alexandria,  Va. 
Whipple,  Willi.'im.    Co.  A;  a<ie  20;  res.  Ricliinorul,  after  the  war,  Keeiie; 

enl.  Aug.  5,  "61;  <lisch.  disa.h.  Julj'  9,  '<>3,  Concord. 
White,  .lugustiis  C.     Co.  K;  age  111;   res.   ilarlboro.  after  the  war, 

Keene;  enl.  Dec.  tS,  '63;  disch.  Alay  22,  '6~>,  Concord. 
White,  Henry.    Co.  A]  age  20;  enl.  April  2,1,  '(>!  ,  for  .'>  inos.;  reeul.  May 

22,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  died,  dis.  Dec.  0,  '61,  Charles  County,  Md. 

Wliite,  Sliubael.  Co.  .A;  age  ill;  eijl.  .\pril  2o,  '61,  for  3  juos.;  reenl. 
Ma_v  22.  '61,  for  3  \'rs,;  must,  as  muse;  app.  priii.  muse.  JiL-iy  22, 
'61  ;  disch.  disab.  Sept.  25,  '61,  Bladensbur!»,  .\ld.  See  Sixth  K.  H.  V. 
and  V.  R.  C. 

W'hittemore,  Daniel  11.  Co.  A;  age  25:  enl.  April  25,  '61.  for  3  mos.: 
reenl.  May  22,  "01,  for  3  yrs.;  wd.  July  21,  '61,  Bull  Run,  Va.;  disch. 
disab.  Aug.  19,  '61,  Concord. 

Wilber,  William.  Co.  1;  age  27;  enl.  ,\ug.  31,  '61;  wd.  June  3,  'G+, 
Cold  Harbor:  disch.  Jnh'  2S,  'Go,  Concord. 

Willard,  George  H.  BaiKl;  age  22;  enl.  July  22,  '61;  must,  as  third 
class  muse;  must,  out  .Aug.  S,  'G2.  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va. 
Si-!]jj>osed  identical  with  George  H.  Willard,  Co.  C.  Fifth  N.  11.  V. 

WVigbt,  Daniel.  Co.  A;  age  31;  enl.  .Vug.  1,  '61;  discli.  disnb.  Oct.  12, 
'62,  Alexandria,  Va.  See  Fourteenth  N.  11.  V.  Formerh'  in  st.ate 
service. 

Immediately  after  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  when 
the  first  wave  of  depression  had  ])assed,  the  patriotism  of 
the  people  rose  to  the  highest  pitch.  Men  rallied  to  the 
defence  of  the  government  with  alacrity  and  enthusiasm, 
and  regiment  after  regiment  was  equipped  and  sent  into 
the  field.  Public  meetings  were  held  —  frequenth'  in  the 
open  air — and  stirring  speeches  were  made.  Keene  voted 
to  instruct  its  selectmen  to  raise  $2,300  b_v  loan  for  imme- 
diate use  to  aid  the  families  of  its  volunteers.  Several 
recruiting  offices  were  opened  in  Keene,  from  one  of  which 
Officer  Fred  A.  Barker  sent  forward  fift3'-four  recruits  on 
the  21st  of  August  for  the  Third  regiment,  then  organizing 
at  Concord.  Lieut.  Samuel  S.  OuiTin  from  the  discharged 
First  regiment  had  an  office  here  and  others  in  other  towns ; 
Sergt.  F.  W.  Cobl)  from  the  Second  was  recruiting  for  that 
regiment;  Lieut.  H.  T.  H.  Pierce,  also  from  the  First  regi- 
ment, had  an  office  in  a  tent  on  the  common  and  recruited 
a  company  for  the  Fifth  regiment;  and  Capt.  Barker,  from 
the  Second,  was  also  in  the  county  on  recruiting  service 
for  that  regiment. 
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THIRD  Ki;(;iMEXT. 

TliL-  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  were  organized 
(luring  the  month  of  August  and  started  for  the  front, 
1,035  strong,  on  the  3d  of  September;  and  the  Fourth 
also  left  the  state  two  weeks  later.  After  si)ending  a  few 
weeks  at  Washington,  the  Third  joined  the  expedition  of 
Gen.  Thomas  W.  Sherman  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  embarked 
at  .Annapolis  and  landed  on  the  island  of  Hilton  Head 
earh'  in  Novemlx'r  and  remained  there  until  April.  In 
June,  1SG2,  it  was  sent  to  James  Island,  and  on  the  IGth 
was  shar])ly  engager!  at  Sccessionville,  losing  105  n]en 
killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Among  the  wounded  was 
Lieut.  Henry  C.  Hauderson  of  Keene.  Returning  to  Hilton 
Head  the  regiment  remained  there  until  April,  1863,  when 
it  assisted  in  eapturing  Morris  Island.  It  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  siege  of  Fort  Wagner,  and  lost  heavily  in  the 
eharge  made  on  the  18th  of  July.  In  F'ebruary,  1864,  the 
regiment  was  again  sent  to  Hilton  Head  and  mounted. 
It  took  tlie  name  of  Third  New  Hampshire  Mounted 
Infantry,  and  was  sent  to  Florida  and  encamped  near 
Jacksonville;  but  in  Afjril  it  was  dismounted  and  ordered 
to  Virginia.  In  the  meantime  man}'  of  the  men  had  reen- 
listcd  and  received  furlosighs  and  had  visited  their  homes. 
Arriving  in  Virginia  about  the  1st  of  May,  the  regiment 
was  joined  In-  the  rccnlisted  men  and  took  part  in  the 
actions  of  May  13,  14,  15  and  16  at  Drewry's  Bluff,  losing 
nianv  officers  and  men.  Again  on  May  IS,  and  June  2 
and  16,  it  was  engaged  and  suffered  severe  loss;  and  on 
the  16th  of  August  "the  regiment  was  well-nigh  annihila- 
ted." The  three  years'  term  of  enlistment  of  the  original 
members  expired  on  the  23d  of  August,  and  those  who 
had  not  reenlisted  were  sent  home  and  mustered  out. 
Those  who  remained  —  a  small  battalion — joined  in  the 
siege  of  Petersburg.  In  November  the  battalion  was  sent 
to  New  York  to  aid  in  guarding  the  election  against  the 
interference  of  rioters,  but  soon  returned  to  its  camp  at 
Laurel  Hill,  Ya.  In  January,  1865,  it  formed  a  part  of 
the  infantry  force  engaged  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher, 
and  was  sent  thence  to  Wilmington,  and  afterwards 
to  Gold])orongh,  where  it  was  mustered  out,  July  20, 
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1S65.  Twelve  men  from  Keene  served  in  that  reg"irnent, 
as  found  below.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  thev 
were  privates  and  residents  of  Keene  unless  otherwise 
stated. 

Brainard,  Charles  F.  NoiK-om.  staff';  age  33;  enl.  Auj^.  26,  '61;  must, 
as  O.  M.  sersjt;  app.  2d  lieut.  Co.  E,  Nov.  17,  ■()2 ;  1st  lieut.  Co.  K, 
Ma3-  13,  '63;  discli.  disab.  Aut;.  10,  '63. 

Corlter,  Heiir.v.  Co.  I;  age  IS;  eul.  July  25,  '61 :  reenl.  Feb.  25,  '64; 
deserted. 

Davis,  George  H.  Co.  I;  age  29;  enl.  Ang.  1,  '61  ;  wd.  June  16,  '62,  Se- 
cessionville,  S.  C;  a|)p.  corp.  June  4,  '63;  reenl.  fau.  1,  '64;  app.  sergt. 
-May  1,  '64;  wd.  May  13,  '64,  Drewry's  Bluff,  Va. ;  wd.  May  18,  '64, 
Bermuda  Hundred,  Ya.:  mnst.  out  July  20,  '65.  Received  Gillmore 
medal. 

Davis,  Oliver  O.  Co.  R;  age  34;  enl.  Feb.  10,  '62;  wd.  May  13,  "64, 
Drewry's  Bluft",  Va.;  died,  wds.,  May  22,  '64,  Hampton,  Va. 

Emerson,  George  W.  Co.  F;  age  44;  I).  Keene,  res.  Clareraont;  enl.  July 
29,  '61;  disch.  Oct.  25,  '64,'  term  e.xp. 

Fiske,  William  A.  Co.  I;  age  21;  enl.  Aug.  20.  '61;  reenl.  Jan.  1,  '64; 
must,  ont  July  20,  "65. 

Handerson,  Henr}-  C.  Co.  G;  age  33;  app.  2d  lieut.  Aug.  22,  '61  ;  1st 
lieut.,  April  2,  '62;  wd.,  sev.  June  16,  '62,  Secessionville,  S.  C;  app. 
capt.  Co.  K,  March  7,  '63;  resigned  Sept.  IS,  '63. 

Holt,  Edward  B.  Co.  E;  age  16;  res.  Nelson;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Dec.  23, 
'63;  wd.,  sev„  May  13,  64,  Drewry's  Bluff,  Va.;  discli.  disab.  May 
25,  "65,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Joslin,  Horace.  Co.  G;  age  25;  enl.  Feb.  IS,  '62;  apj).  wagoner;  reenl. 
Feb.  18,  '64;  must,  out  July  20,  '65. 

Kavan,  James.  Co.  C;  age  29;  enl.  March  25,  '62;  disch.  disab.  May 
9,  '63;  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

Smith,  Samuel  M.  Co.  I;  asje  26;  enl.  julv  25,  '61;  app.  2d  lieiit.  Aug. 
22,  '61;  1st  lieut.  Co.  K,  June  22,  "'62';  resigned  June  13,  '63.  See 
Fourteenth  X.  H.  V.  and  U.  S.  colored  troops. 

Wvman,  Emerv  R.    Co.  I;  age  34;  enl.  ku-g.  19,  '61;  wd.,  sev..  May  13, 
'  '64,  Drewry's  Bluff,  Va.;  died.  wds.  May  16,  '64. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT. 

Only  one  man  from  Keene  served  in  the  Fourth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers : 

Drummer,  Charles  H.  Co.  F;  age  23:  enl.  Aug.  31,  '61;  app.  2d  lieut. 
Sept.  20,  '61;  resigned  March  21,  '62.  See  First  N.  II.  V.,  and  U.  S. 
navy. 

The  operations  of  that  regiment  during  the  first  two 
years  of  its  serviee  were  wholly  in  the  South  —  in  the  Caro- 
linas  and  Florida.  In  1SG4,  it  joined  the  Armj^  of  the 
James,  afterwards  that  of  the  Potomac,  and  assisted  in 
the  siege  of  Petersburg.  It  was  mustered  out  at  Concord 
on  the  23d  of  August,  1865. 
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FIFTH  UF.Cl.MKNT. 

Thirty  inci)  from  Kecnc  joined  the  Fifth  New  Hainp- 
sbire  Volunteers.  That  reL^iment  was  organized  at  Con- 
cord in  September  and  Oetobcr,  1861,  with  Edward  E. 
Cross,  of  Lancaster,  an  e.\-])ericnce(]  soldier  in  the  Mexican 
and  Indian  wars,  as  colonel.  Com])an3-  F  was  recruited 
chiefiv  from  Cheshire  county,  with  Horace  T.  H.  Pierce, 
captain,  and  Samuel  S.  Ouinn,  second  lieutenant,  both  of 
Keenc  and  both  from  the  First  New  Hampshire  Volunteers. 
The  regiment  left  New  Hampshire  for  Washington  on  the 
29th  of  October,  was  assigned  to  Sumner's  division,  of  the 
Army  of  the  I^otomac,  and  encamped  near  Alexandria, 
where  it  remained  rmtil  the  following  March.  It  was  then 
assigned  to  Kichardson's  division,  Second  army  corps,  and 
was  with  the  army  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  through 
the  peninsuLar  campaign,  suffering  heavy  loss  at  Fair 
Oaks,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp  and  Malvern 
Hill.  It  returned  with  the  army  to  Alexandria  and  Wash- 
ington and  was  in  the  Maryland  campaign  in  1SG2.  At 
South  Mountain  it  was  held  in  reserve,  but  at  Antietam  it 
was  engaged  and  lost  a!)out  one-third  of  its  members 
present.  At  I-Vedericksburg,  December  13,  it  was  with  the 
forces  that  stormed  Marve's  Heights,  and  suffered  severely. 
Six  color  Ijcarers  were  shot  down,  and  of  nineteen  com- 
missioned officers,  eight  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded, 
and  iivc  others  wounded.  Of  303  officers  and  men  present 
for  dutj'  the  total  loss  was  193,  or  more  than  sixty  per 
cent.  It  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
Ma%'  1-5,  1S63,  joined  in  the  retreat  of  the  army  into 
Maryland,  and  was  hotly  engaged  at  Gettysburg,  where 
Col.  Cross  was  niortalh-  wounded.  The  total  loss  of  the 
regiment  in  that  battle  was  about  one-half  of  the  whole 
uumlier  present.  The  Fifth  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Lee's 
army  as  far  as  Warrenton,  Va.,  when  it  was  ordered 
home  to  recruit,  remained  in  New  Hampshire  until  Novem- 
ber, then  returned  to  the  front  and  spent  the  winter  of 
1SG3-4  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  with  the  Second  and 
Twelfth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  guarding  Confederate 
prisoners,  kt  the  opening  of  Grant's  campaign  through  the 
Wilderness  in  1S64,  it  rejoined  the  Arm}'  of  the  Potomac 
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and  was  assigned  to  Barlow's  division  of  Hancock's 
(Second)  corps.  At  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  it  again  suffered  a 
loss  of  thirty-four  killed  or  mortallj'  wounded,  and  192 
wounded,  out  of  a  total  of  about  500.  Crossing  the  James 
with  the  army,  it  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg, 
during  which  it  twice  recrossed  the  James  and  was  engaged 
in  the  action  at  Deep  Bottom,  July  27,  and  again  at  the 
same  place  August  16,  and  at  Ream's  Station  on  the 
2oth.  It  then  returned  to  the  lines  in  front  of  Petersburg, 
and  in  the  final  struggle  was  engaged  at  Dinwiddic  Court 
House,  March  31,  1865.  It  made  its  last  charge  at  Farm- 
ville  on  the  7th  of  April,  where  it  was  overpowered  and 
lost  its  colors  and  some  prisoners,  but  all  were  regained 
on  the  9th,  when  Lee  surrendered.  It  returned  to  Wash- 
ington with  the  army,  marched  in  the  final  grand  review, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Alexandria  on  the  2Sth  of  June. 

Below  are  given  the  records  of  Keene  men,  privates 
and  residents  of  Keene  unless  otherwise  stated ; 

Bailey,  Augustus.  Co.  F;  age  IS;  ejil.  Oct.  23,  '61;  died,  dis.  Jan.  15, 
'62,  near  Alexandria,  Va. 

Brornlev,  losliua  K.  Co.  F;  age  29;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '61;  .ipp.  sergt ; 
killed,  June  6,  '64,  Cold  Harbor,  Va. 

Carey,  Oilman.   Co.  F;  age  21;  cnl.  Oct.  2,  '61;  \vd.  June  3,  '64,  Cold 

Harbor;  must,  out  Oct.  29,  '64. 
Crown,  .Andrew  J.    Co.  F;  age  33;  enl.  Sept.  2G,  '61:  discli.  disab.  Sept. 

25,  '62.    See  V.  R.  C. 
Duren,  Jobu  A.    Non-com.  staff;  age  29;  enl.  Sept.  18,  '61;  app.  O.  M. 

sergt;  app.  2d  lieut.  Co.  B,  April  1,  '63;  1st  lieut.  Co.  I,  Oct.  l7'63; 

captd.  June  3,  '64,  Cold  Harbor,  Va.;  released;  disch.  March  16,  '65. 
Farewell,  Frederick  A.    Co.  F;  age  35;  drafted  Oct.  8,  '63;  must,  out  June 

28,  '65. 

Fisk,  Sewell  A.   Co.  A:  age  33:  enl.  Dec.  26,  '63;  wd.  June  4,  '64,  Cold 

Harbor;  disch.  May  11,  '65,  Washington  D.  C. 
Foss,  Benjamin  H.    Co.  F;  age  21;  drafted  Oct.  8,  '63,  transf.  to  navy 

April  26,  64;  deserted  Jiily  6,  '65. 

Handy,  George  E.  Co.  F;  aj^e  IS!;  enl.  Oct.  23, '61 ;  miss.  June  1,  '62, 
Fair  Oaks,  Va.;  returned  from  miss.;  disch.  April  25,  '64.  See  miscel. 
org. 

Heustis,  William  E.  Co.  F;  age  17;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '61;  must,  as  muse; 
reeul.  Feb.  19,  '64;  disch.  disab.  Sejjt.  1,  '64. 

Houghton,  Abel.  Co.  F;  age  43;  cnl.  Oct.  23,  '61;  must,  as  muse;  disch. 
disab.  Dec.  31,  '62.    See  V.  K.  C. 

Houghton,  George  E.  Co.  F;  age  18;  ap]).  corp.;  transf.  to  I.  C,  Sept. 
16,  '63;  app.  sergt.;  disch.  Oct.  25,  '64,  at  Fortress  Monroe,  term  exp. 

Howard,  William.  Co.  F;  age  45;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '61;  died  dis.  July  4, 
'62,  Harrison's  Landing,  Va. 

Kidder,  Henry.    Co.  F;  age  34;  drafted  Oct.  9,  '63;  disch.  May  20,  '65. 
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I'nrl;<i,  W'.irriii  M.    Co.  J'';  age  IS;  cnl.  Oct.  'SA,  '(>t  ;  n\>\>.  corp.;  killed 

Jiilv  l;,  'I'l.'!,  C/ctlvshiiri;. 
I  i,    ,    p.  rave  T.  11.     Co.  F;  af^e  37;  ;(])]).  cnpt.  Oct.  12,  '01;  rcsi.i^ued 

lai,.         'G.-',.    Sec  l-'ir-st  N.  II.  V. 
Ouinn,  Charles  .\.     Co.  P;  a«e  2+;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '01;  \vd.  Kei)t.  17,  '02, 

Aiitietajii,  .Mil.;  dierl  \v(ls.,  Nov.  17,  'G2,  Sliarpshiir;^,  Md. 

( iiinni,  Samuel  S.  Co.  F;  nge  21;  res.  Swanzev,  after  the  war,  Keeiie; 
~    app.  2d  lient.  Ort.  12.  '61;  wd.  July  1,  '02"  Malvern  Hill;  ajiji.  1st 

lieiit.  Co.  P,  Aiit;.  1.  '02;  ajip.  capt!  Dec.  17,  "02;  rcsij^ncd  Feb.  17, 

•03.    See  First  N.  II.  V. 
Kccd,  |ohn  X.     Co.  F:  a^^e  10;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '01;  wd.  Jtnie  1,  "02,  Fair 

Oaks,  \  a.;  died,  wds.,  June  24-,  '02,  I'liiladelijliia. 
Kobl.iiis,  isaiali.  Ir.    Co.  F;  a-e  23;  dr.'tfied  Oct.  9,  '03;  wd.  June  3,  '04-, 

Cold  llarl.or,'  Va,;  diseli.  d'isnh.  May  28,  '05. 
Kfihy,  Charles    Co.  F;  a,£;c  31  :  drafted  Oct.  9,  '03;  died,  dis.,  June  24, 

"GI-,  \Vasliiii,L;toii,  D.  C, 

Stoiu',  Svilney  C.  Co.  F;  a-jc  20;  enl.  Oct.  23,  "CI;  wd.  June  1,  '62, 
I'air  (jaks,  Va.;  discli.,  wds.,  Sept.  8,  '02,  .Mew  York  city;  drafted, 
Oct.  S,  'O;^;  miss,  .\pril  7,  '0.'),  Farniville,  Va.;  returned;  must,  out 
Jni'.e  2S,  ■<;,'".. 

Siiirtcvaut.  Hdw.-ird  E.  Co.  .A;  b.  Keene;  res.  Concord;  age  33 ;  app. 
capt.  Oct.  12.  "01;  wd.  June  1,  '62,  Fair  Oaks,  Va.;  apj).  major,  July 
30,  '62;  killed  Dec.  13,  '02,  Fredericksburg,  Va.    See  First  N.  H.  V. 

Towne.  Elbridjre.  Co.  F;  age  32 ;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '01;  wd.  May,  '03,  Clian- 
ccliorsville,  Va.;  wd.  June  4-,  '04-,  Cold  Harbor;  died,  wds.  Juh'  1,  '64, 
Alexandria,  \ a. 

Trask,  Daniel  W.  Co.  F:  aire  19;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '61;  wd.  June,  '62,  Pair 
Oaks;  wd.  Dec.  13,  '02.  Fredericksburg,  Va.;  wd.  May,  '03,  Chancel- 
lorsville;  reenl.  PVb.  22,  '04;  disch.  June  2S,  '65. 

Trask,  William  H.  Co.  F;  age  43;  enl.  Dec.  18,  '63;  captd.  April  7,  '65, 
Farnwille,  Va.;  exchanged;  discli.  June  2,  '05,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Wait,  John  11.  Co.  F:  age  22;  enl.  Oct.  23,  '61;  app.  corp.;  killed,  Dec. 
13^  '62,  Fredericksinirg,  Ya.   See  First  N.  H.  V. 

Waite,  George  \\ .  Co.  F;  age  23;  drafted,  Oct.  9,  '63;  wd.  Aug.  25,  '64, 
Ream's  Station,  A'a.;  disch.  disab.  Ma}'  31,  '65,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Wiilard,  George  II.  Co.  C;  age  24:  drafted,  Oct.  9,  '63;  wd.  July  12,  '64, 
near  I'ctersburg,  Va.;  disch.  May  5,  '65,  Washington.  D.  C.  Supposed 
identical  with  George  H.  W'illard,  baud,  Second  N.  H.  V. 

Wiiislow,  Jesse  C.  Co.  F;  age  34;  drafted  Oct.  9,  '03;  wd,  June  3,  '64, 
Cold  H.'irbor;  wd.  Aug.  10,  '64,  Deep  Bottom,  Va.;  miss.  .4pril  7,  '65; 
returned;  nii3Sl.  out  June  28,  '65. 

SIXTH  REGIMENT. 

The  Sixth  regiment  ■'^  had  its  rendezvous  at  Keene  in  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  1861,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  Nov.  27-30.  Its  camp 
was  on  the  Cheshire  countv  fair  grounds,  now  Wheelock 

J  .*\  mfire  extended  historical  acconnt  of  the  Sixth  refdment  is  jriven  for  the 
re.-is<in  that  a  i.nrge  ntnnht!-  of  it-;  meinbers  were  residents  of  Keene.  and  that, 
ItaviiiK  encanipcd  in  town  fur  iic.-irly  two  months,  a  more  extensive  acqnaiiit- 
-ancc  w.-ns  msdc  with  its  officers  and  men  by  the  citizens  of  Keene  than  with 
those  of  any  c>thcr  regiment. 
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park,  which  then  had  buiUlinp^s  sviitable  for  the  quarter- 
master's use,  but  not  for  quarters  for  the  men.  Those  were 
provided  by  the  state  in  the  form  of  large  conical  tents, 
each  of  which  was  furnished  with  a  stove.  Nelson  Con- 
verse, of  Marlboro,  was  appointed  colonel;  S.  G.  Griffin, 
promoted  from  captain  in  the  Second,  lieutenant  colonel; 
and  Charles  Scott  of  Feterboro,  major.  Don  H.  Wood- 
ward, Esq.,  of  Keene  was  appointed  adjutant,  but  resigned 
before  the  regiment  left  the  state,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Phin  P.  Bixbj',  of  Concord.  Alonzo  Nute,  of  Farmington, 
afterwards  member  of  congress,  was  quartermaster;  Dr. 
William  A.  Tracy,  of  Nashua,  surgeon,  succeeded  after  a 
3'ear  and  a  half  b3'  the  assistant-surgeon,  Dr.  Sherman 
Cooper  of  Claremont;  and  Rev.  Rol)ert  Stinson,  of  Croy- 
don, chaplain,  succeeded  after  six  months  hy  Rev.  John 
A.  Hamilton  of  Keene,  who  remained  with  the  regiment 
one  3'ear.  Compan}'  E  was  recruited  in  Keene  by  Obed  G. 
Dort,  who  was  appointed  its  captain ;  and  John  A.  Cum- 
mings,  who  joined  it  with  a  squad  of  recruits  from  Peter- 
boro,  was  made  its  first  lieutenant.  A  part  of  Company 
F  was  also  recruited  in  Keene,  hy  George  C.  Starkweather, 
who  was  appointed  its  captain,  but  soon  resigned;  and 
there  were  Keene  men  also  in  other  companies.  During 
their  sta3-  in  Keene  the  officers  of  the  regiment  received 
polite  attentions  from  the  citizens,  and  accepted  man^^ 
invitations  to  social  functions  —  a  striking  co.ntrast  to  the 
hard  and  dangerous  life  which  was  before  them.  On 
Thanksgiving  da\^  the  whole  regiment  was  provided  by 
the  citizens  with  a  sumptuous  dinner  at  the  camp,  which 
both  officers  and  mtn  thorough!}'  enjfwed  and  never  for- 
got. December  19  the  regiment  marched  to  the  Square 
and  formed  in  a  circle  around  Central  park,  in  which  were 
Governor  Berry  and  staff,  Hon.  Peter  Sanborn,  state 
treasurer —  who  was  present  to  pa}'  the  soldiers  the  money 
then  due  them  from  the  state  and  their  bount}'  of  ten  dol- 
lars each  —  and  the  field  and  staff  officers  of  the  regiment. 
The  governor  addressed  the  regiment  in  a  patriotic  s])eech 
and  presented  it  with  its  state  banner  and  the  national 
colors.  On  Christmas  morning  the  regiment  left  its  camp 
and  marched  to  the  station  —  through  snow  more  than  a 
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foot  deep  which  Ii.'id  fallen  in  the  ni^^Hit  precedin;^ — and 
took  tlie  cars  on  the  Fitclibur^^,  Worcester  and  Norwich 
route  to  New  York  and  thence  direct  to  Washington.  The 
Sentinel  of  December  26  puljlished  a  full  roster  of  its  niem- 
l)crs,  with  the  following  paragraph : 

"Departure  ok  the  Sixth. —  The  Sixth  regiment  of 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers  left  Keene  in  twenty-two  cars, 
at  about  nine  o'clock.  Wednesday  morning.  The  soldiers 
seemed  in  good  spirits,  and  were  heartily  cheered  by 
an  immense  crowd  that  had  assembled  to  witness  their 
departure.    *   *   *  * 

"Taken  as  a  whole,  we  doubt  if  a  better  body  of  men 
has  gone  to  the  war  from  this  state.  The  field  and  staff 
ofTicers  are  gentlemen  of  superior  character,  unstained  by 
any  vicious  habits,  and  are  actuated  by  the  purest  prin- 
ciples of  patriotism.  They  have  the  entire  confidence  of 
the  men  under  them,  and  of  all  who  know  them  at  home." 

Encamping  for  a  few  days  near  Washington,  the  Sixth 
was  assigned  to  Buruside's  expedition  to  North  Carolina, 
and  on  the  8th  of  January,  18G2,  went  on  board  the  ship 
Martha  Greenwood,  at  Annapolis.  At  Fortress  Monroe  it 
was  transferred  to  the  side-wheel  steamer  Louisiana,  and 
in  that  river  boat  douliled  Cape  Hatteras  in  one  of  the 
worst  storms  of  that  stormy  coast.  For  several  weeks  it 
was  encamped  on  Hatteras  Island,  where  it  suffered 
severe! V  from  measles,  malarial  fever  and  other  diseases. 
About  sixty  men  died,  and  several  others  were  pcrmanenth' 
disabled.  This  sickness  prevented  the  regiment  from  tak- 
ing part  in  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island,  but  earh'  in 
March  it  removed  to  that  island  and  remained  until  June, 
making  some  excursions  on  the  main  land  and  breaking  up 
rebel  encanipnients. 

In  March,  Col.  Converse  resigned  and  Lt.  Col.  Griffin 
was  promoted  to  colonel,  Major  Scott  to  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  Capt.  Dort  to  major.  On  the  19th  of  April  the  Sixth 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Camden,  N.  C,  and  at  a 
critical  moment  was  ordered  to  attack.  The  regiment  ad- 
vanced in  line  of  battle,  nearly  1,000  strong,  and  at  the 
word  of  command  poured  in  a  volley  with  all  the  coolness 
and  j)recision  of  a  dress  parade.  The  enem\'  broke  and  fled, 
and  the  battle  was  won.  That  volley  brought  the  Sixth 
commendation  in  general  orders,  and  gave  it  a  reputation 
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in  Burnside's  corps  which  lasted  through  the  war.  From 
Roanoke  Island  it  joined  the  main  body  of  Burnside's  force 
at  Newberne,  and  on  the  1st  of  July  was  assigned  to 
Reno's  division  of  that  force  —  now  the  Ninth  arm}'  corps 

—  and  sent  to  aid  McClellan  on  the  peninsula,  McClellan's 
mOYements  having  failed,  Reno's  division  was  ordered  to 
the  aid  of  Gen.  Pope,  commanding  the  arm\'  in  front  of 
Washington,  landed  at  Acqviin  Creek,  marched  to  Culpepper 
Court  House,  and  joined  in  Pope's  retreat  before  the  ad- 
vance of  Lee's  armv.  During  its  four  weeks  with  Pope's 
army  the  service  of  the  regiment  was  exceedingh"  severe 

—  marching  by  night,  and  engaged,  or  in  constant  expec- 
tation of  engagements,  by  day.  That  campaign  was  one 
of  the  most  trying  the  Sixth  ever  ex]:>erienced.  Rev.  John 
A.  Hamilton  of  Keene  was  appointed  chaplain  and  joined 
the  regiment  at  the  beginning  of  this  campaign. 

Previous  to  that,  while  the  regiment  was  encamped  for 
a  short  time  at  Newport  News,  the  wives  of  Lt.  Col.  Scott, 
Major  Dort,  and  Capt.  John  A.  Cummings,  visited  their 
husbands,  taking  the  major's  little  son,  four  or  five  3'ears 
old,  with  them.  After  the  regiment  had  left,  the  party, 
with  the  sick  of  Reno's  division,  among  whom  was  Lt. 
Col.  Scott,  went  on  board  the  steamer  West  Point  and 
started  for  Baltimore.  While  ascending  the  Potomac  river, 
in  the  evening  of  August  13,  the  boat  collided  with  the 
descending  steamer,  George  Peabod}-,  and  sank.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty  were  drowned,  including  all  the  ladies 
and  the  child,  and  George  W.  Marsh,  of  Keene,  a  private 
in  the  Sixth. 

At  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Aug.  29,  the  Sixth 

—  with  the  two  other  regiments  of  its  brigade,  the  Second 
Marvdand  on  its  right  and  the  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
on  its  left  —  was  sent  into  a  piece  of  woods  with  orders 
from  Gen.  Reno  to  "Drive  the  encmj"  out  and  hold  that 
ground."  The  regiment  made  a  gallant  attempt  to  obc}' 
the  order,  not  suspecting  that  it  was  set  to  perform  an 
impossible  task.  As  it  advanced  into  the  woods  it  was 
received  with  a  murderous  fire ;  four  color-bearei'S  were 
shot  down  in  succession;  its  left  flank  was  uncovered,  and 
it  was  compelled  to  retreat  to  save  itself  from  capture. 


494. 


JllSTdh  )   Oh  hlUlNR. 


AlniosL  OIK-  h.'ilf  of  its  wliulc-  iiunilii  r  of  oHicc-i's  niid  tiu-n 
jjrfsent  —  .'ilioul  t-HO — were  killc-il,  w  oiindcd  or  taken 
])risoiiers.  Aiiion.:^  tlie  iiir)rtaliy  wouiulcd  were  Jvieut. 
Gc()r;;?f  II.  Muchniore.  Ser;a;c.'int  Isaac  1*.  McMaster,  and 
Private  Sanuiel  li.  Douglass;  and  anion;^  the  wounded 
were  Privates  AnLliony  Denioi  c ,  I\o;^er  S.  Derby,  JJenry  A. 
Farnuni,  Ilenr}-  C.  Fla^^t;,  Jknry  l-Mint  and  Jamc-s  H. 
Smith,  all  of  Kecne.  It  was  afterwards  learned  tliat  tlie 
oi)|)(Jsinj;  force  was  Lon;;street's  whole  corps,  seven  lines 
deep. 

.After  the  battle  of  Cliaiitilh',  in  which  it  was  engaj^ed 
Sept.  1,  the  Sixth  was  witli  its  corps  in  iMcClelian's  Mary- 
land cani])aign.  It  was  engaged  at  Sonth  Mountain;  and 
at  .Antietam,  witli  the  Second  Mar\lan(l,  Ijoth  inidcr  Col. 
Griffin,  it  made  a  gallant  charge  on  the  famous  stone 
bridge,  but  their  numl)ers  were  too  small  to  ensure  success. 
It  was,  however,  one  of  the  first  to  cross  the  bridge  with 
the  reinforcements  brought  uj),  and  was  the  first  to  form 
its  line  confronting  the  enemy  on  the  bluff  be3'ond  the 
bridge.  After  that  battle  and  a  rest  in  Pleasant  Valley, 
the  Sixth  was  with  the  army  in  its  pursuit  of  Lee,  and  at 
Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  it  was  in  the  column  of  the  Ninth 
corps  that  charged  Alaryc's  Heights,  and  suffered  severe 
loss.  In  i'cliruary,  1SG3,  two  divisions  of  the  Ninth  corps 
under  Gen.  John  G.  Parke  were  sent  to  Newport  News,  and 
thence,  in  March,  to  join  Gen.  Hurnsidc  in  his  command  of 
the  department  of  the  Ohio.  Earlx^  in  April  thev  moved 
into  Ken  Luck}-  to  protect  that  state  from  Confederate 
raids  and  y)repare  for  an  ad vance  into  east  Tennessee;  and 
for  a  few  weeks  the  soldiers  cojoved  their  camps  in  the 
celebrated  lilne  grass  counties.  Col.  Griffin  being  in  com- 
mand of  the  brigade,  Lt.  Col.  Henry  H.  Pearson,  pro- 
moted from  cai:)tain,  uas  n()w  in  command  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

Earl}'  in  June,  Gen.  Parke  and  his  two  divisions  were 
sent  to  aid  Gen.  Grant  in  his  siege  of  Yicksburg,  and 
formed  a  part  of  the  arm3-  under  Gen.  Sherman  to  confront 
the  Confederate  Gen.  Johnson  and  protect  Grant's  rear. 
The  Ninth  corps  troops  were  encamped  at  Milldale  and 
vicinity,  on  the  Yazoo  river.    Yicksburg  surrendered  on  the 
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4th  of  Jul}',  and  Sherman  immediately  moved  his  army, 
reinforced  b}"  a  part  of  Grant's,  iu  ptn-snit  of  Joimson.  Tlie 
march  to  Jackson,  where  Jo])nson  made  a  stand  and  the 
Sixth  was  engaged,  and  tliat  of  the  return  to  Alii  Id  ale  after 
the  capture  of  the  city,  were  timong  the  hardest  mid  most 
distressing  ever  experienced  l)y  the  Sixth,  on  account  of  the 
heat  and  lack  of  water;  and  that  campaign  in  those  mala- 
rial regions  of  Mississippi  was  more  injurious  to  the  health 
and  morale  of  the  troops  of  the  Ninth  corps  than  any 
other  of  the  whole  war.  Many  lives  were  lost  and  many 
constitutions  broken.  In  August,  the  corps  returned  to 
Kentucky.  In  consequence  of  the  sickness  thus  contracted 
the  Second  division  was  divided,  the  stronger  regiments 
marching  to  east  Tennessee,  while  those  more  seriously 
affected  remained  to  recuperate  and  protect  the  lo\'al  people 
of  Kentucky.  The  Sixth  was  encamped  for  short  terms  at 
Frankfort  and  Russellville,  and  then  \vas  placed  on  guard 
and  provost  duty  at  Camp  Nelson,  a  large  and  important 
depot  of  supplies  near  Nicholasville,  K.y. 

While  at  that  post  a  large  majorit3'  of  the  men  —  280, 
or  about  three-fourths  of  all  who  had  served  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  —  reenlisted  for  three  3'ears  or  the  war,  and 
received  a  furlough  of  thirty  days  granted  b\'  the  terms  of 
enlistment.  The  Sixth  was  the  first  New  Hampshire  regi- 
ment to  reenlist,  and  did  so  in  larger  proportionate  num- 
bers than  any  other  from  the  state,  retaining  its  organiza- 
tion of  ten  companies  to  the  close  of  the  war,  while  most 
of  the  others  w-ere  consolidated  with  other  New  Hanijjshire 
regiments  before  being  mustered  out.  On  the  IGth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1S64,  the  regiment  —  the  reenlisted  men  —  under  Lt. 
Col.  Pearson,  started  for  New  Hampshire.  On  its  route 
to  Concord,  via  Cleveland,  Buffalo  and  Rutland,  the  regi- 
ment stopped  over  one  night  in  Keene.  It  was  royally 
received  and  entertained  b}'  the  citizens,  and  the  men  were 
provided  with  quarters  in  the  town  hall.  At  Concord  it 
had  another  grand  reception,  and  the  next  day  the  men 
dispersed  to  their  homes.  They  remained  in  the  state 
until  the  18th  of  March,  when  they  i-eassembled  at  Con- 
cord and  again  started  for  the  front  to  take  part  in  Grants 
great  campaign  through  the  Wilderness. 


lUsroKV  OF  Kici:.\ii. 


'J'lic  Ninth  cfjrps  was  then  rcasscnil)lin;:^  and  rcorganiz- 
iiit,'  under  Gen.  Burnsirle  at  Anna])c)lis.  There  the  Sixth 
met  its  recruits  and  those  who  had  not  reenlisted,  brou^^ht 
forward  from  Kentucky.  The  Ninth  and  P^levcnth  New 
Hami)shire  Volunteers  were  also  In-on^^ht  on  from  Ken- 
tucky- and  east  Tennessee,  and  the  three  New  Hampshire 
regiments,  with  the  Seventeenth  A'ermont  and  Thirty-first 
and  Thirty-second  Maine,  constituted  the  Second  brigade 
of  the  Second  division,  commanded  b}'  Col.  S.  G.  Griffin, 
thus  leaving  Lt.  Col.  Pearson  in  command  of  the  Sixth. 
It  was  sometimes  called  the  New  Hampshire  brigade,  btit 
other  regiments  were  added  from  time  to  time  until  there 
were  eleven  in  all  in  that  l)rigade.  On  the  23d  of  April 
the  corps  left  Annapolis,  marched  through  Washington, 
where  it  was  reviewed  b}'  President  Lincoln,  and  after 
some  delays  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  just  beyond 
the  Kapidan  river  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  Ma}'.  At 
2  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  New  Hampshire  brigade 
was  again  in  motion,  marched  a  few  miles  in  the  dark- 
ness, got  in  position  as  daylight  appeared,  and  attacked 
the  enemy  at  sunrise  near  "Parker's  Store."  After  some 
desultory  fighting  in  that  position  the  brigade  was  ordered 
to  the  left,  through  the  woods,  to  aid  in  repelling  an 
attack  of  the  enenrn-  on  that  part  of  the  field.  As  it  came 
on  the  ground  and  formed  in  line  in  rear  of  two  other 
brigades  of  the  corps,  which  were  lying  down  to  avoid  the 
shot,  it  made  an  imposing  appearance,  four  of  the  regi- 
ments being  fresh  from  their  states,  with  well  filled  ranks 
and  bright  new  uniforms  and  colors.  Gen.  Burnside  and 
Gen.  Potter,  commander  of  the  Second  division,  were 
present  with  their  staffs.  Pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
this  fresh  force,  Burnside  ttirued  to  Potter  and  said:  "Let 
Griffin  attack."  Potter  repeated  the  order  and  Griflfin  gave 
the  command  "Forward!"  The  brigade  of  six  large 
battalions,  numbering  about  3,000  men,  advanced  in  line 
of  battle,  and  as  it  passed  over  the  prostrate  brigades,  one 
after  the  other,  the  sight  was  so  inspiring  that  the  men  of 
each  line  as  it  was  passed  sprang  to  their  feet,  cheered, 
arid,  without  orders,  joined  in  the  forward  movement. 
The  whole  mass  of  enthusiastic  troops  advanced  to  the 
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charge  under  a  witliering  fire.  For  a  while  the3'  bore  the 
enenn-  )3ack;  and  the  Sixth  New  Hampshire  sprang  for- 
ward, charged  with  the  bayonet,  and  brotight  out  lOG 
l^risoners.  But  the  troops  of  otlier  corps  on  the  left  of  tiie 
Ninth  did  not  join  in  the  movement,  and  soon  its  flank 
was  exposed.  The  enemy  did  not  fail  to  take  advantage 
of  that  opening,  swept  round  and  enveloped  that  flank 
and  compelled  the  Ninth  cor{)s  to  fall  ]->ack,  but  only  to  the 
ground  from  which  the  movement  st.arted.  The  Sixth  New 
Hampshire  lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  Henry 
A.  Farnura  of  Keene  was  captured.  The  Eleventh  New 
Hampshire  also  suffered  in  killed  and  wounded,  among  them 
Lt.  Col.  Collins,  mortally  wounded,  and  Lieut.  Hutchins, 
serving  on  Col.  Griflin's  staff",  killed;  and  Col.  Harriman 
and  several  others  of  that  regiment  were  taken  prisoners. 

During  that  night  the  army  moved  b}-  the  left,  and  at 
Spottsylvania  Court  House  on  the  12th  the  New  Hamp- 
shire brigade  led  the  advance  of  the  Ninth  corps  in  its  sup- 
port of  Hancock's  movement,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
met  the  enemj'  in  a  desperate  struggle  of  five  hours'  dura- 
tion, held  its  ground,  and  saved  Hancock's  corps  from 
being  swept  ofl"  the  field  in  a  countercharge.  The  Ninth 
New  Hampshire  made  a  gallant  dash  to  capture  a  Con- 
federate gun,  but  was  repulsed  with  severe  loss.  That 
regiment  was  in  command  of  Major  George  H.  Chandler, 
Lt.  Col.  Babbitt  having  been  directed  In'  Col.  Griflin  to 
take  command  of  the  Thirtj- -second  Maine,  which  was 
destitute  of  field  oflicers.  The  Eleventh  New  Hampshire 
was  in  command  of  its  senior  officer  present,  Capt.  H.  O. 
Dudley.  The  Sixth  lost  sixty-seven  killed  and  wounded, 
among  the  latter  Patrick  McCaffery,  mortall}',  and  William 
H.  Barber,  of  Keene.  The  Ninth  lost  fifty-five  killed  or 
mortalh'  wounded,  and  nearly  200  wounded,  among  the 
latter,  Col.  Babbitt,  severely,  and  John  E.  Ellis  of  Keene; 
and  its  commander.  Major  Chandler,  w-as  also  wounded. 
The  Eleventh  lost  nineteen  killed  or  mortally  wounded  and 
about  150  wounded  —  a  total  loss  in  the  three  New  Hamp- 
shire regiments  of  nearly  500.  The  lines  taken  on  the  12th 
were  held  until  the  ISth,  when  a  reconnoissa.nce,  ordered 
by  Gen.  Grant  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  was  still 
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in  force  in  our  rroiil,  was  made  1)3'  Griflin's  brigade.  The 
ciiemv  showed  no  ihniiuiition  in  niiml)ers  or  deterntination, 
and  the  brigade  retiirne(]  to  its  ])osition. 

Again  the  arm\-  moved  to  the  left,  and  the  New  Hanip- 
sliire  brigade  was  engaged  at  North  Anna  river — where 
Jvt.  Col.  Pearson,  of  the  Sixtli,  a  brave  and  meritorious 
offieer,  was  instantly  killed  —  at  Tolo])otomoy  creek,  Bethes- 
da  Chureh,  and  Cold  Harbor,  June  3.  Another  movement 
to  the  left,  by  night  and  by  day,  brought  the  army  to  the 
James  river,  whieh  it  crossed,  and  arrived  in  front  of  the 
enem\''s  outer  line  of  entrenchments  at  Petersburg  on  the 
16th  of  June.  That  night  was  spent  by  the  brigade  in 
working  its  way  through  slashed  timber  at  the  Shand's 
house,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  at  daybreak,  it 
made  a  dash  over  the  enemy's  works,  captured  about  one 
thousand  prisoners,  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  quantity 
of  arms  and  ammunition.  .Advancing  the  next  6ay  to  the 
main  works,  for  nine  weeks  it  laj'  in  the  besieging  lines, 
close  to  the  euem\^  —  in  some  places  within  two  hundred 
3'ards  —  almost  constantly  under  the  fire  of  the  pickets,  and 
suffered  continual  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  It  joined  in 
the  charge  at  the  battle  of  the  Mine,  Jid3'  30,  where  the 
Sixth  lost  heavily-.  Among  the  killed  of  that  regiment  was 
Capt.  William  K.  Crossfield,  of  Keene,  an  excellent  officer. 
On  the  20th  of  August,  the  Ninth  corps  moved  to  the  left 
and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  on  the  Weldon  railroad ; 
and  again,  Sept.  30,  at  Poplar  Springs  Church,  where  the 
New  Hampshire  brigade  lost  heavil3'  in  killed,  wounded 
and  captured.  Among  the  killed  was  Lieut.  Emor3^  of  the 
Ninth,  on  Gen.  Griffin's  staff. 

A  law  having  been  enacted  allowing  soldiers  in  the 
field  to  vote,  at  the  national  election  in  November,  the  New- 
Hampshire  l)rigade  voted  at  follows : 

For  ['resident:  Abraham  Lincoln.       Georj^c  B.  McClellan. 

Sixth  regiment  102  18 

Ninth  regiment   97  18 

Eleventh  re<riment  154  49 


353  85 
Earh^  in  Deeemlier  the  Ninth  corps  returned  to  its 
former  xjosition  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  held  the  lines 
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on  both  sides  of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  During  the  last 
days  of  March  and  finst  of  April,  1SG5,  in  the  movements 
that  culminated  in  the  captxire  of  Petersburg  and  Rich- 
mond, Griffin's  brigade  of  nine  regiments  bore  an  import- 
ant part.  Acting  under  orders  from  Gen.  Grant,  in  connec- 
tion with  Hartranft's  division  of  six  regiments,  on  its 
right,  it  made  an  assault  at  4  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning, 
the  2d  of  April,  and  broke  through  the  enem3''s  main  line 
—  the  line,  bristhng  with  abatis  that  had  held  the  Union 
arm3'  for  more  than  nine  months  —  in  front  of  Fort  Sedg- 
wick; and  the  next  morning  the  army  marched  into  Peters- 
burg. A  furious  artiller3'  duel  had  aroused  the  eneni}',  and 
the  assaulting  columns  were  received  with  a  deadly  fire, 
the  brigade  losing  725  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  The 
brigade  was  with  its  division  —  now  commanded  by  Gen. 
Griffin  —  in  the  pursuit,  and  at  the  surrender  of  Lee;  and 
afterwards  encamped  at  Alexandria,  and  took  part  in  the 
grand  review  in  Washington  on  the  23d  of  May,  In  June 
and  July  the  troops  were  mustered  out  of  service,  the  Sixth 
New  Hampshire  1  being  retained  till  the  last  of  its  division 
— July  17.  Each  regiment  as  it  was  discharged  proceeded 
to  Concord  and  delivered  its  colors  to  the  governor  of 
New  Hampshire. 

The  following  men  from  Keene  served  in  that  regiment. 
They  were  privates  and  residents  of  Keene  unless  other- 
wise stated. 

Barl>er,  William  H.  Co.  F;  age  IS;  enl.  Aujj.  11,  '02;  wd.  May  12,  '64-, 
SpottSN'lvania  Court  House;  disch.  June  4,  'Go,  Alexandria,  Va. 

Black,  J.  Ransom.  Co.  E;  age  22;  enl.  Oct.  IS,  "Gl  ;  disch.  disab.  Martli 
30,  '63,  Philadelphia. 

Brown,  JoliTi  R.  Co.  E;  age  31  ;  enl.  Nov.  27,  '6!;  disch.  disab.  Aug.  2, 
'63,  Milldale,  Miss.;  died,  dis.,  Aug.  9,  'G3,  en  route  from  Yicksburg. 

Brown,  Marsliall  L.  Co.  E;  age  2-i-;  enl.  Nov.  12,  'Gl;  app.  liosp. 
steward,  Jan.  2,  '03;  reenl.  Dec.  29.  '03;  app.  asst.  surg.  June  1,  '65; 
must,  out  Juh'  17,  'G5. 

Campbell,  Charles.  Co.  F;  aue  44;  enl.  Oct.  7,  'Gl ;  disch.  disab.  Feb.  2, 
'03,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Carroll,  Thomas.  Co.  F;  age  4S ;  enl  Oct.  14,  '61;  miss.  Aug.  29,  '62, 
Bull  Run,  Va.;  return  from  miss.;  disch.  disnb.  Jan.  17,  '63,  Alex- 
andria, Va.    See  V.  R.  C. 

Cass,  Lewis.  Co.  I;  age  44;  enl.  Oct.  21,  '01;  must,  in  Nov.  2S,  '61. 
No  farther  record. 


I  For  further  dct-iils  of  the  servirc  of  tht-  Sixth  .-md  of  the  New  Iliimp.shirc 
brigade,  .see  sketch  of  its  commander,  Gen.  S.  C.  C.rilliii. 
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CliciU'V,  Clinton  C.    Co.  J:;  :i;^t'  IS;  cul.  Oct.  11,  (U  ;  aijp.  cor)).;  rlied, 

dis.,  I'ch.  20,  'Ca.  H.'i,lt.cras  Inlet.. 
CliiHoli,  Ji-l)ii  I..     Co.  !■;  42;  i-iil.  Oct.  3,  'C.l;  tiicr],  (lis.,  Aug.  31, 

'li,'!,  .Nicliol.'is\illo,  I'vv. 
Cl.n  k,  Chniie.s  L.     Co.        .-ijjje  22;   h.  .\larll)or(j;   res.  Keene ;  eiil.  Kov. 

IG,       ;  ser^4.;  rccni.  Jan.  l-,  '(it-,  crcil.  .Mrirllioro ;  I.stsergt. 

M.-irch  1,  Oi,  iKt  licut.  March  'J,  '05;  iniist.  out  July  17,  '05,  Altx- 

andria,  V;,i. 

Clerocrit,  Bcnjaniiii  F.    Co.  E;  n[jc42;  enl.  Nov,      '01  ;  disch.  disab.  Feb. 

G,  '63,  Alexandria,  Va.    See  V.  K.  C. 
Crossfield,  William  K.    Co.  E;  aLjc  2S:  enl.  Oct.  31,  '61;  app.  1st  sergt. 

Nov.  2S.  -01.  2il  lieut.  Ajiril  23.  '02,  capt.  Co.  C,  Oct.  10,  '02;  killed 

July  30,  'Gl.  mine  expl.,  I'etcrshnrg, 
Demore,  Antlionv.    Co.  IT;  aj;e  IS;  enl.  Sept.  30,  '01;  transf.  to  Co.  F, 

Dec.  1,  *0i  :  wd.  Any.  20,  '02,  liull  Run,  Va.;   killed   Dec.    13,  '02, 

Fredericksburp:,  Va. 
Derbv,  Roser  S.    Co.  O;  ai^e  18;  ciil.  Dec.  3,  '01;  wd.  Au^.  29,  '02,  Bull 

Kuii:  (liscb.  Feb.  20,  '03,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dodwell,  John.    Co.  G;  age  -li;  enl.  Dec.  7,  '01  ;  deserted  Alarch  19.  'G4-, 

Co\-iTi«;ton,  Ky. 

Dort,  Obcd  G.    Co.  E;  a.ce  33;  npp.  capt.  Nov.  30,  '61;  app.  major  April 

22,  'G2;  resigned  Sept.  24-.  '62. 
Douglass,  vSaniael  E.     Co.  F;  age  IS;  enl.  Oct.  14-,  '01;  wd.  Aug.  29, 

'02,  Bull  Run;  died,  wds.,  Se;)t.  19.  '02,  Cieorgetown,  D.  C. 
Fammn.  lici)r\'  A.    Co.  F;  age  18;  enl.  Sept.  25,  '61:  wd.  <\ug.  29,  '62, 

rUill  Run:  cajitd.  May  6.  '64-,  Wilderness,  A'a.;  released  March  I,  'O.'j; 

dihch.  May  20,  '05.  term  cxp. 
Flagg,  Henry  C.    Co.  G;  age  19;  enl.  Dec.  3,  '01;  wd.  Aug.  29,  '62,  Bidl 

Run;  disch.  Dec.  23,  '02,  WasliingKiu,  D.  C. 
Flint,  Henry.    Co.  E;  age  25;  enl.  Oct.  3<»,  '61;  wd.  and  miss.  Aug.  29, 

'02,  Bull  Run;  return  from  miss.:  died,  dis.,  Oct.  15,  '62,  George- 
town, n.  C. 

Gage,  Yt  iHiaiTK    Co.  F';  age  3S;  enl.  Nov.  .30,  '61;  ap]).  corp.;  reenl.  Jan. 

•i,  '04,  cred.  Surry;  must,  out  Jtdy  17,  '65,  Alexandria,  Va. 
Garroty,  John,    Co.  H:   age  2S;  enl.  Dec.  11,  '61;   reenl.  Jan.  16,  '64, 

cred.  Hinsdale;  must,  out  Juh-  17,  "Go. 
Griffin,  Simon  0.    Field  and  staff:  age  37;  res.  Concord,  after  the  war, 

Keene:   apyi.  It.  col.  Oct.  26,  'OlT  col.  April  22,  'G2;  disch.  Alay  11, 

'64-,  to  accept  promotion,    Sec  Second  N.  H.  A^,  and  miscel.  org. 
lladley,  Emory.    Co.  F;  age  1 S ;  cnl.  Sept.  20,  '61;  deserted,  Dec.  11. 

'02,  Falmouth,  Va. 
Hamilton,  John  A.    Field  and  staff;  age  31;  app.  chaplain  Julv  16,  '62; 

resigned  July  1,  "03. 
Hill,  Silas  W.    Co.  F\   age  30;  cnl.  .Nov.  18,  '01;  app.  corp.;  transf.  to 

inva]i<1  corps,  Sept.  17,  '03;  discli.  Nov,  28,  '64-,  New  A'ork  city. 
Irish  ,  Henry  G.    Co.  V ;  age  3-!-;  enl.  Nov.  11,  '01;  disch.  Feb.  25,  '64, 

Camp  T>ennison,  Ohio. 
Kingsbury,  Edward  A.    Co.  E;  age  22;  res  Surry,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Nov.  5,  'Gl  ;  disch.  disab.  Jan.  29,  '63.    See  First  N.  H.  Art. 
Lav,rencc.  Fredcrirt  C.    Co.  F:  age  21;  enl.  Oct.  17,  '61;  disch.  disab. 

Jan.  2,  'fi3;  died,  dis.  Jan.  25. "'03,  Troy. 
Marsh,  (George  W.    Co.  E;  age  25;  eul.  Nov.  16,  '01;  drowned  Aug.  13, 

'(>2.  by  lonnrlering  of  steamer,  West  Foint,  in  Potomac  river.  See 

First  N.  H.  V. 

Miiriiu.  i'.nul.  O;  a-e4-3:  ctiL  Nov.  15,  '61;   disch.  Oct.  18,  '62, 

Alexandria,  V,-i.    See  Fifth  N.  H.  V. 
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Marvin,  Bryon  O.   Co.  F;  nge  IS;  ctil.  Oct.  21,  'G1  :  ilisch.  disab.  May 

1,  '64-,  Indianapolis,  Isid. 
Mason,  Oriii  F.    Co.  F;  age  IS;   h.  SuHlvitn:  res.  KeeriC:  t-iii.  Nov.  15, 

'Gl  ;  app.  corp.;  rccul.  Jan.  1,  'fi4-;  cred.  Sullivan;  \vd.  jmie  17,  'G+, 

Petersburg,  Ya.;  app.  sergt.  Jsdy  1,  "65;  iiuist.  oixt  July  17,  '05. 
McCaffrey,  Patrick.    Co.  P;  .-ige  2S;  res.  Kceiie;  eni.  Oct.  10,  'Gl  ;  recnl. 

Jan.  -i,  '04;  cred,  Stratford;   wd.  -May  18,  'G4-,  Spottsylvania,  Va.; 

died,  wds.  May  2(1,  'G-!-,  Fredericksburg,  Ya. 
McMaster,  Isaac  P.    Co.  E:  a^sje  32;  enl.  Oct.  I'J.  'C\X;  ajip.  sergt.  Nov. 

2.S,  "Gl :  killed  Ang.  20,  '62,  Rull  lixm. 
Mctcalf,  Salmon  G.    Co.  F:  atje  25;  enl.  Oct.  12,  'Gl  ;  corp.;  disch. 

disab.  Oct.  27,  'G2,  Provideuce,  R.  I. 
Miicbniore,  George  II.    Co.  E;  aire  31;  eid.  Oct.  17,  '01,  as  !.)riv.;  ajij). 

2d  lietit.  Nov.  30,  "Gl.  1st  licHt.   April  23,  '02:   wd.  Aue.  2;),  'G2, 

Bull  Run;  died,  v.-d.s.,  vSepl.  11,  '02,  Washington,' D.  C. 
PetTy,  William  II.    Co.  F;  age  18;  enl.  Sept.  28,  "01;  wd.  Dec.  13,  '62, 

Fredericksburg,  Ya.;  sent  to  gen.  hospital.  Central  pai-k,  New  York 

City,  for  guard  duty,  June  5,  '03;  sent  to  Park  liarr.'icks  July  29,  '03; 

uo  farther  record. 

Rahn,   Williiim.     Co.  G;  age4-i;  enl.  Dtx:.  5,  'Gl ;   disch.  .\s>ril  23,  '03, 

Newberne,  N.  C.    See  Y.  R.  C. 
Rich.ardson,  George  B.    Co.  F;  age      ;  li.  Keeiie;  res.  Sw.anzcy ;  enl.  Oct. 

1,  '61  ;  disch.  disab.  June  24,  '62,  XewberTie,  .X.  C. 
Richardson,  Justus  S.    Co.  K;  age  IS;  res.  Kiudge,  after  the  war,  Keeue; 

erd.  Oct.  28,  '61  ;  reeul.  Jan.  !-,  "G  t;  ciptd.  Oct.  1,  '01,  PcijiLir  Springs 

Church,  Ya.;  released ;  a])]),  corp.  June  1,  "05,  scrgt.July  1,  'Go;  must. 

out  July  17,  '05. 

Russell,  J.atnes  W.    Co.  E:  age  21  ;  enl.  Oct.  14,  "Gl  ;  must,  oiii  July  17, 

'05.    Res.  Rindge,  after  the  war,  Keene. 
Sebastian.  Edward  P.    Co.  E;  age  20;  res.  Swanzcv,  after  the  war,  Keene: 

enl.  Oct.  1,  '61;  disch.  disab.  Nov.  12.  '02,  See  Eighteenth  N.  II.  Y. 
Smith,  James  H,     Co,  E;  age  20;  enl.  Nov.  9.  '61;   wd.  Aug.  29,  '62, 

Bull  Run;  disch.  disab.  Dec.  28,  63.    See  V.  K.  C. 
Starkev,  Joseph  S.    Co.  F;  age  44;  enl.  Nov.  28,  '61;  disch.  disab.  Feb. 

10,"  'G3.    See  Y.  R.  C. 
Starkvi'eather,  George  C.     Co.   F;  age  22;  ajip.  capt.  Nov,  .30,  *01 ; 

resigned  Jan.  29,"  '02. 
Stearns,  Charles  F,    Co.  F;  age  32;  enl.  Nov.  G.  '61;  died,  dis.  Dec.  2, 

'62,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Stone,  Lewis.    Co.  F;  age  27;  enl.  Nov.    15,  'Gl;  reenl.  Jan.  4,  '64; 

deserted,  July  25,  '64,  Concord,  N.  II. 
Town,  Edgar.    Co.  G;  age  IS;  enl.  Dec.  G,  '61;  app.  corp.;  wd.  Dec.  13, 

'62;  died,  wds,  Dec.  15,  '62,  Fredericksburg,  Ya. 
Townc,  Ilosea.    Co.  E;  age  ,35:  enl.  Oct.  19.  '61;  app.  sergt.;  tnust.  out 

Nov.  28,  '64. 

Yiger,  .irculcs.    Co.  F;  age  35;  cal.  Oct.  13,  '01;  res.  Keene;  reenl.  Dec. 

22,  '63,  cred.  Marlboro:  must,  out  Jvdy  17,  "05, 
White,  Shubael.    Non-com.  statT;  age  .~)1  ;  enl,  Nov.  2.8,  *61,  and  must. 

as  principal  muse.;  disch.  disab.  March  3.  '02.  Roanoke  Island,  See 

Second  N.  H.  Y,  and  Y.  R.  C, 
Woodward,  Don  H.    Field  and  staff;  age  20;  app.  adjt.  Nov.  19,  '61; 

not  must,  in;  resigned  Nov.  28,  '61. 
Young,  John.    Co.  H;  age  21;  enl.  Dec.  10,  'Gl;  deserted  Aug.  10.  '02, 

Falmouth,  Ya.;  returned  M,ay  9,  '05,  under  president's  proclam.ation ; 

disch.  May  9,  '05,  Concord,  X.  11. 


r)02 
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SEVKNTH  KKGIMENT. 

The  Seventh  New  lianipshirc  Volunteers  were  organ- 
ized in  the  fall  of  ISGl,  by  authorit}-  direct  from  the  war 
de])artmcnt  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  state,  and  were 
c(jnip])ed  and  su])plicd  by  the  United  States  governinent. 
Tlic  citizens  of  Keene  were  not  represented  in  that  regi- 
ment. 

EIGHTH  REGIMENT. 

Only  two  men  from  Keene  served  in  the  Eighth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers: 

Cair,  Clnrk  II.    Co.  H:  aj^e  3.3;  enl.  Nov.  8,  '61;  app.  corp.;  discli. 

disab.  May  4,  'C>?>.  at  New  Orleans. 
Hstahrook,  Aaron  G.     Co.  H;  a»e  34;  b.  Keene;  res.   Concord;  app. 

capt.  Pec.  20,  '61  ;  resi^^ned  Aug.  29,  'G2.    See  First  N.  H.  Cav. 

The  service  of  that  regiment  was  wholly  in  the  South, 
chieflx'  in  Louisiana. 

TOWN  AND  STATE  AFFAIRS. 

Early  in  August,  ISGl,  the  large  building  on  Court 
street  north  of  tlic  courthouse,  owned  b3^  Abijah  Wilder 
and  occupied  by  Samuel  Woodward  &  Co.,  dealers  in 
stoves  and  tin  ware,  (former!}'  Norwood  &  Hubbard)  and 
by  Joseph  Foster  for  tlic  manufacture  of  organs  and 
melodcons,  was  destrov'ed  by  fire.  The  loss  was  about 
$4,000.  That  building  ts  believed  to  have  been  the  first 
meetinghouse  built  on  the  common  and  afterwards  used  as 
a  courthouse.  When  a  new  wooden  courthouse  was  built 
in  1795  it  was  placed  "on  the  site  of  the  old  one,"  which 
was  removed,  and  proliablv  to  this  spot. 

During  the  winter  of  1861-2  the  hearts  of  the  people 
were  cheered  by  the  success  of  Burnside's  expedition  to 
North  Carolina  and  the  cajiture  of  Roanoke  Island,  by 
Grant's  victories  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donnelson,  and  by 
great  expectations  of  McClellan  and  his  army  —  then  ^y'mg 
idle  in  front  of  Washington. 

Washington's  birthday  was  celebrated  in  Keene  with 
ardent  patriotism.  At  a  large  meeting  in  the  town  hall, 
Hon.  Levi  Chamberlain  presided,  stirring  speeches  were 
made,  there  was  music  by  a  military  band  and  a  glee 
club,  and   thirty-four  girls  representing  the  states,  each 
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carr3-ing  a  miniature  flag,  sang-  "The  Star  Spanj^lcd  Ban- 
ner." Bells  were  rung  at  sunrise,  noon  and  sunset,  and 
there  were  bonfires  in  the  evening. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  Kecne  apj)ropriated 
$3,000  for  the  relief  of  the  wives  and  children  of  its  volun- 
teers, and  to  continue  the  pay  of  deceased  soldiers  to  their 
families  for  the  current  year.  It  was  also  voted  to  accept 
and  adopt  the  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  the  previous 
year,  enabling  the  town  to  establish  waterworks,  and  a 
committee  of  seven,  of  which  William  P.  Wheeler  was 
chairman,  was  appointed  to  see  what  measures  were  neces- 
sary to  carrv'  out  the  act. 

As  the  season  advanced  and  reports  of  the  capture  of 
New  Orleans,  the  movements  of  McCIellan's  army  and 
other  operations  in  the  field  were  received,  the  excitement 
again  became  intense.  Frequent  public  meetings  were  held, 
at  one  of  which,  on  the  19tli  of  J n  13%  a  subscription  paper 
to  aid  the  volunteers  and  their  families  was  started,  and 
$3,400  were  subscribed  on  the  spot,  increased  within  a 
few  days  to  $4,000.  On  the  26th  of  the  same  month 
there  was  a  mass  meeting  on  the  common  at  which  3,000 
to  4,000  people  were  assembled.  Ex-Governor  Dinsmoor 
again  presided,  with  prominent  men  of  the  county  for  vice 
presidents.  The  principal  speakers  were  Hon.  Daniel 
Clark,  United  States  senator;  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edwards, 
member  of  congress ;  and  Capt.  T.  A.  Barker,  of  the  Second 
regiment,  at  home  on.  leave  of  absence.  A  legal  town 
meeting  on  the  2d  of  August  voted  $50  bount3^  to  each 
volunteer,  and  $75  to  those  who  would  enlist  in  the  regi- 
ments already  in  the  field,  in  addition  to  all  bounties  paid 
by  the  state  and  national  gOA-ernments.  Another  mass 
meeting  was  held  in  Cheshire  Hall  (in  the  south  wing  of 
the  Cheshire  House)  on  the  21st  of  August,  town  meetings 
were  held  in  the  town  hall  on  the  23d  and  25th,  and  there 
was  another  mass  meeting  ou  the  common  on  the  29th  of 
the  same  month.  More  troops  having  been  called  for  — 
some  for  nine  months  —  on  the  6th  of  September  the  town 
voted  to  increase  its  bounties  to  the  three  years'  men  to 
$150,  and  to  pay  $100  to  nine  months'  men;  and  the 
selectmen  were  authorized  to  borrow  $22,000  for  that 
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piirpiist:.  In  jinic.  Jacol)  rrrccii  and  Arthur  X.  Hlliot  opened 
recruiting.'-  offices,  followed  soon  nftcrwanls  b_v  Nelson  N. 
Sawvcr,  for  tlte  Xiiitli  Xew  Hriin]isliire  \'olunteers.  Charles 
A.  Harnden  was  hci'C  recruiting  for  the  Tenth,  Cajji.  Solon 
A.  Carter  and  others  for  the  Fourteenth,  and  in  SeptCTnl)er, 
Horatio  Colony  and  Fred  11.  Kingsbury  ojjcned  offices  for 
nine  months'  men.  During  that  summer  and  fall  of  18G2, 
New  Hampshire  orgauixed  and  sent  into  the  field  eight 
regiments  of  infantry — the  Ninth  to  the  Sixteenth  —  num- 
bering about  8,000  men,  besides  sending  large  numbers  of 
recruits  to  those  .already  in  the  service. 

.MXTH  KEGIAIEXT. 

On  the  4'th  of  August  Lieut.  Green,  with  forty -seven 
recruits,  started  on  the  march  to  Concord,  to  join  the 
Ninth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  then  organizing  there, 
escorted  to  the  top  of  Beech  hill  by  a  cavalcade  of  citizens. 
That  scpiad  formed  the  nucleus  of  Company  I,  of  which 
John  W.  Ba]>l)itt  was  appointed  captain,  Jacob  Green 
first  lieutenant,  and  Nelson  N.  Sawyer  second  lieutenant. 
The  Ninth,  wiih  Enoch  U.  Fellows,  of  Sandwich,  colonel, 
and  Herbert  B.  Titus,  of  Chesterfield,  lieutenant  colonel, 
left  the  state  on  the  25th  of  August,  and  soon  after  its 
arrival  rit  Wrisbington  was  assigned  to  the  First  Ijrigade, 
Second  division  of  tiie  Ninth  army  corps,  in  which  were 
the  Sixth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  and  joined  its  brigade 
on  the  Alonocacy  river,  3,Id.  On  the  14th  of  September  it 
was  engaged  at  South  Mountain,  on  the  17th  at  Antie- 
tam,  and  on  the  13th  of  December  at  Fredericksburg.  In 
Fc])ruary,  18(j3,  it  went  with  its  corps  to  Newport  News, 
thence  to  Kentucky,  and  thence  to  the  aid  of  Gen.  Grant 
at  A'icksburg,  Miss.  After  the  surrender  of  that  c\tx  it 
joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Johnson  and  the  capture  of  the 
city  of  Jackson,  and  returned  with  the  corps  to  Kentuck}'. 
The  Ninth  was  serioush"  affected  hy  the  climate  of  Missis- 
sipjM,  and  was  placed  on  light  duty  to  recuperate.  With 
its  regimental  headquarters  at  I'aris,  in  the  centre  of  the 
l)]rie  grass  region,  it  had  the  very  agreeable  duty  of 
guarrling  the  Kentucky  Central  railroad  and  protecting 
the  inhabitants  from  Confederate  raids.    Earh'  in  1864  it 
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was  ordered  to  east  Tennessee,  but  almost  immediately 
returned,  and  rejoined  the  Ninth  corps  at  Annapolis,  Aid. 
There  it  was  assigned  to  the  Second  brigade,  Second  divi- 
sion, with  the  Sixth  and  Eleventh  New  Hampshire  Volun- 
teers, commanded  b\'  Col.  S.  G.  Griffin,  and  the  remainder 
of  its  sketch  ma\'  be  found  in  connection  with  the  Sixth 
and  the  New  Hampshire  brigade. 

Following  is  a  list  of  members  of  the  regiment  from 
Keene,  being  privates  and  residents  of  Keene  unless  other- 
wise stated : 

Aver,  Elisha.  Co.  I;  aqe  -il :  enl.  lune  21,  '62;  app.  sergt.;  transf.  to 
1.  C,  Jau.  1".,  'G4;  discb.  July  24,  'G5,  Cleveiaud,  Ohio. 

Babbitt,  John  \V.  Co.  I:  age  27;  app.  capt.  Xng.  10,  '(i2:  app.  It.  col. 
Nov.  22,  '62:  \vd.  May  12,  'G4-,  Spottsylvania,  Ya.;  discb.  wds.,  Dec. 
5,  '64-.  (Previous  service  in  Eighth  aud  Fifty-eighth  111.  Vols.  Rose 
to  rank  of  capt.,  was  present  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Donnelson  and 
at  the  battle  of  Pitisbnrg  Landing,  where  he  was  severely  wd.)  lie 
was  in  command  of  the  Ninth  N.  11.  in  the  Wilderness  campaign  in 
'64  until  the  12th  of  Alay,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Tliirt 3" -second  Maine  \'ols.,  and  was  wounded,  as  above. 

Belvllle,  Francis.  Co.  I;  age  38;  eni.  Juiv  14,  02;  transf.  to  I.  C.  Jan. 
20,  '64;  reenl.  Sept.  12,  '64;  disch.'Nov.  17.  '65. 

Bundy,  Alviii  A.  Co.  I;  age  31;  enl.  Dec.  S,  '63;  disch.  disab.  June  30, 
'05,  Alexandria,  Va. 

Chamberlain,  Noel  Byrou.  Co.  I;  age  19;  enl.  .\ug.  7,  '62;  must,  out 
June  10,  '65. 

Chase,  Alfred.  Co.  I;  age  22;  enl.  Aug.  18,  '62;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 
Chase,  Charles  D.    Co.  I;  age  22:  enl.  .A.ug.  7,  '62;  app.  corp.;  died,  dis., 

July  20,  '63,  Clinton,  M^iss. 
Colbura,  Eleazer.     Co.  I;  age  23;  enl.  Dec.  22,  '63;  v>-d.  Sept.  30,  '64, 

Poplar  Springs  Church;  disch.  June  10,  '65.    See  First  N.  H.  \'. 

Craig,  Joseph  S.  Co.  I;  age  19;  eni.  July  24,  "02;  died,  dis.,  Jan.  7,  '64, 
Paris,  K3-. 

Darling,  Lewis  D.  Co.  I;  age  IS;  enl.  Aug.  18,  '62;  app.  corp.  Juh-  26, 
'63;  wd.  May  31,  '64,  "Tolopotonioy  Creek,  Va.;  wd.  July  30,  '64, 
mine  exjjlosion,  Petersburg,  \'a.;  must,  out  June  10,  '05. 

Ellis,  John  E.  Co.  I;  age  IS;  enl.  Dec.  15,  '63;  wd.  May  12,  '64,  Spott- 
s\-lTania,  Va.:  must,  out  July  17,  '05. 

Ellis,  Minot.  Co.  I;  age  21;  enl.  .A.ug.  7,  "62;  app.  corp.  Nov.  1,  '64; 
must,  out  June  10,  '65. 

Ellis,  Warren  K.  Co.  I;  age  22;  enl.  Aug.  0,  '62;  wd.  Dec.  13,  '62,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.;  disch.  wds.  March  5,  '('.3 ;  died,  Sept.  3,  '65,  Keene 

Estey,  Lymau  E.  Co.  I;  age  18;  enl.  Dec.  29,  '63;  wd.  Sept.  30,  '04, 
Poplar  Springs  Church,  Va.;  disch.  .\«g.  2,  '65,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Fellows,  Lucian  B.  Co.  I;  age  IS;  enl.  Julv  2S,  '02;  must,  out  [une  10, 
'05. 

Fellows,  Truman  S.  Co.  1;  a^e  23;  enl.  Julv  0,  '62;  transf.  to  L  C.  Julv 
3,  '63;  disch.  Jnly  29,  '65,'"l'hi!.-idelphia. 

Flynn,  Martin.  Co.  B;  age  27;  enl.  July  1,  '62;  killed,  June  29,  '64, 
Petersburg,  Va. 
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I'oslcr,  Alviii  K.    C"u.  I,  rii,'C  27;  cri-d.  Alstcritl,  after  tlie  wai',  res.  Kcene; 

ciil.  Aii.i,'.       '(V2:  sit;^!.;  tlisch.  <Jisnh.  Aupj.  11,  '03. 

Pox,  (ieoru'f  I).    Co.  I  ;  -.f^c  lIi;  It.  Stoddard;  crcd.  Kceiic;  cul.  S, 'C2 ; 

kilktl  vVjit.  17,  '(.2,  Ariiiftani,  .Md. 
Fieneli,  Su-pbcu  S.    Co.  1;  at^e  Ifl;  cnl.   Dec.   17,   "Co;  wd.  June,  '64-, 

Pctt  rs1)iir;4,  Va.;  di.scli.  wds.  July  20,  '05.    See  Si.vtctiitli  N.  W.  V. 
Giliiiore,  Ckoit^i'  11.    Co.  1;  a.uc  10;  enl.  Aug.  9,  '62;  b.  Wilton;  cred. 

Kceue;  apjj.  corp.  Feb.  1,  '04,  sergt.  March  1,  '64-;  must,  out  June 

10,  '05. 

Green,  Jacob.  Co.  I;  acre  39;  app.  1st  lieut.  Au<;.  10,  '02;  re.sigtied 
Al.arcli  S,  'O*. 

Hartwcll,  WiHiani  H.  Co.  I;  at,'elS;  \>.  Lan;:^dori ;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Aug. 
8,  '02;  ajip.  corji.;  ai)p.  scrgt.  May  1,  '63;  captd.  Se]5t.  30,  '64,  Pop- 
lar Sprin,:;,s  Church,  Va.;  released  Feb.  28,  '05;  di.sch.  June  12,  *C5, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Hastings,  George  E.     Co.  I;  age  24;  b.  Chesterfield;  cred.  Keene;  enl. 

Aug.  9.  '02;  disch.  disab.,  Nov.  IS,  '02. 
lleon,  Jesse.    Co.  1;  age  19:  b.  Philadelphia;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  June  27, 

'02:  app.  corp.  Feb.  1.  '65;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 
Hnhbard,  Henry  Iv.    Co.  1;  age  25;  b.  Sullivan;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Aug.  7, 

'62;  ajij).  1st  scrgt.;  ajjp.  2d  lieut.  Co.  B,  Jan.  1,  '64;  must,  out  June 

10.  '05. 

Jolly.  Isaac.    Co.  1;  age  23;  enl.  Aug.  2,  '62;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 

Jollv,  loseph.  Co.  1;  age  33:  enl.  July  28,  '62;  wd.  Sept.  17,  '62,  Antie- 
tani,  Md.:  disch.  wds.  A])ri]  15,  "03.    See  V.  R.  C. 

Knight,  Ciiarles  H,  Co.  I;  age  23;  enl.  Aug.  8.  '62;  app.  corj).;  wd. 
Julj'  30,  '64.  mine  cxjilosiosi,  Va.;  disch.  disab.  Tvlarch  28,  '05,  Man- 
chester. 

Lercrett,  Frank  J.  Co.  I;  age  IS:  cnl.  Aug.  9,  '62;  died,  dis.,  Oct.  2,  '63, 
Paris.  Ky. 

Mason,  .Moses.   Co.  i;  age  39;  b.  Westmoreland;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Aug. 

S,  '62;  died,  dis.,  Aug.  9,  '63,  en  route  from  Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Mason,  Simeon  A.    Co.  I;  age  37;   b.  Westmoreland;  cred.  Keene;  enl. 

July  21,  '02;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 

.Mathews,  James  H.  Co.  I;  age  21;  cnl.  Aug.  7,  '62;  wd.  Sept.  30,  '04, 
Po]>lar  Springs  Church,  Va.;  app.  corp.  Mav  1,  '65;  must,  out  June 
10,  '65. 

McClure,  George  W.  Co.  1;  age  21;  b.  Antrim;  cred.  Keeue;  enl.  Aug. 
7,  '02;  ai)p.  cor[i.:  app.  sergt.  Jan.  1,  '63,  1st  sergt.  Jan.  1,  '64;  miss. 
Inh^  30,  '64,  mine  exj)losiou,  Va.;  returned  from  miss.;  must,  out  June 
"lO,"  '05. 

Messenger,  Edward  AI.  Co.  1;  age  21;  b.  Stoddard;  cred.  Keene;  enl. 
Aug.  8.  '62;  wd.  Sept.  17.  '02,  Antietam;  disch.  wds.,  Dec.  24,  '62, 
Concord. 

Mctcalf,  William  F.  Co.  1;  age  22:  enl.  Autf.  IS,  '62;  must,  out  June 
10,  '65. 

Moore,  James.  Uiiassigued ;  .'igelS;  enl.  Dec.  15,  '63;  captd.  Feb.  27, 
'64,  Cumberiand  Gap;  paroled  Maj' 5,  '04;  died,  dis.,  June  13,  '64, 

.innapolis,  Md. 

Morris,  Kdward.  Co.  I;  age  43:  b.  Canada;  crcd.  Keene;  enl.  July  29, 
'02;  killed  July  30,  '04,  mine  explosion,  Petersburg,  Va. 

Morris.  George  H.  Co.  I;  age  IS:  enl.  Dec.  IS,  '03;  wd.  May  31,  '64, 
Tolopotoniov  Creek,  Va.;  trausf.  to  V.  K.  C.  Feb.  0,  '65;  disch.  June 
26,  '65.  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Onnsby,  William  S.    Co.  J:  ai^e  23;  b.  Elizabcthtowu,  K.  Y.;  cred.  Kccnc; 

enl.  Aug.  7,  '62;  must,  out  June  10,  '{»">. 
Perliain,  Edmond  J.    Co.  I;  age  3v3 :  b.  .Vtliens,  Vt.;  cred.   Keene;  ciil. 

June  U,  '02;  died,  <lis.,  Oct,  26,  'G2.  WeYcrtori,  Md. 
Pcrrv,  S.  Horace.    Co.  I;  age  23;  cnl.  Aug.  7,  '62;  app.  sc-rgt.;  app.  2d 

licut.  Co.  G,  Jan.  1,  'G.'Clst  licut.  Jan.'  1,  'fi-!-;  resigned  /\pril  20,  "G-l-. 
Pierce,  Joseph  W.    Co.  I;  age  27 ;  enl.  .Aug.  4,  '02;  disch.  disab.  May  27, 

'63,  Concord. 

Rand,  William  II.    Co.  I;  age  22;  enl.  Aug,  5,  '62;  ap[j.  corp.,  app.  sergt. 

Jan.  1,  '64;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 
RaTmond,  W'iiliam.    Co.  A;  age  21;  eul.  Dec.  22,  '03;  mnst.  out  julv  17, 
■'65. 

Ross,  William  W.  Co.  I;  age  19;  enl.  July  24,  '62;  wd,  Jinie  21,  '64, 
PctcrsbuFg,  Va.;  discli.  wds.  Nov.  IS,  '64.  Washington,  U.  C. 

Rugg,  Charles  E.  Co.  I;  age  IS:  enl.  Aug.  8,  *62;  app.  sergt.;  app.  O. 
M.  sergt.  Feb.  13,  '64;  mnst.  out  June  10,  '65. 

Sawyer,  Xel.son  N.  Co.  I;  age  37;  app.  2d  lieut.  Ang.  10,  '62;  resigned 
Sept.  29,  '62. 

Slj-field,  James.  Co.  I;  age  IS;  cnl.  .Xug.  S,  '62;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 
Sprague,  S.  Hetirv.    Co.  I;  age  21;  enl.  Aug.  5,  '62;  app,  O.  M,  sergt. 

Sept.  27,  •62;'app.  1st  lieut.  Co.  F,  Nov.  13.  '62;  died,  dis.,  Aug.  IS, 

'63,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Sullivan,  ^Michael.    Co.  I;  age  43;  eul.  Aug.  6,  '62;   wd.  Sepit.  17,  '62, 

Antietam ;  disch.  disab.  Feli.  10,  '63.    See  V.  R.  C. 
Tajdor,  Ransom  0.    Co.  I;  age  36;  cnl.  Jan.  20,  '64:  disch.  disab.  Oct. 

1,  '64,  Concord. 

Towns,  Charles  E.  Co.  I;  age  23;  cnl.  .-\ug.  11.  '62;  died  (concussion 
of  the  brain),  Feb.  20,  '6.5,  near  I'etersburg,  Va.    See  First  N.  H.  V. 

Tufts,  George.  Co.  I :  age  33 ;  1).  Kcene,  and  res.  .iftcr  the  war,  Keene ; 
cred.  Stoddard;  enl.  Aug.  11,  '62;  discli.  June  27,  "65,  .Annapolis,  Md. 

Wallace,  Samuel  J.  Uuassigncd;  age  22;  cnl.  Dec.  19,  '63;  no  further 
record. 

Whittle,  James  C.    Co.  I;  age  40;  enl.  Dec.  S,  '03;  disch.  di.sal).  June  30, 

'65,  Alexandria,  Va. 
Wilcox,  Charles  W.    Co.  I:  age  25;  cnl.  -\ng.  5,  '62;  app.  sergt.;  app.  2d 

lieut.  Co.  F,  Alay  1,  '63;  captd.  A!ay"  l2,  '64,  Spottsylvania,  Va.; 

paroled  Mar.  5,  '65;  discli.  Alay  15,  '63. 
Willsou,  William  O.    Co.  1;  age  33;  cred.  Alstead;  after  the  war,  res. 

Keene;  enl.  Ang.  S,  '62;  transf.  to  I.  C,  Sept.  30,  '63;   disch.  Aug. 

15,  '65,  Ft.  Alouroc,  term,  exp, 

TENTH,  ELEVENTH,  TWELFTH  .\ND  THIRTEENTH  REGIMENTS. 

No  one  from  Keene  joined  the  Tenth  regiment ;  and  the 
name  of  but  one  citizen  of  Keene  is  found  on  the  rolls  of 
the  Eleventh,  and  he  came  to  Kcene  to  reside  after  the 
■war : 

Ray,  Reuben.  Co.  F;  age  19;  res.  New  London,  after  the  war,  Keene; 
enl.  Aug.  13,  '62;  wd.  May  12,  T>4,  Spottsylvania,  Va.;  ajtp.  sergt.; 
must,  out  June  4,  '65. 

But  the  Eleventh  was  one  of  the  reginients  that  com- 
posed the  New  Hampshire  ]3rigade,  and  the  account  of  its 
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service  in  1864-5  may  he  foiind  tinder  that  head,  with  the 
Sixth  rind  the  Ninth.  In  the  autumn  of  1862  it  was  with 
the  Nintli  corps  on  its  march  from  I'leasant  Valley  and  in 
the  battle  of  Frederick sburj^,  Dec.  13;  and  in  1863  it  was 
with  its  corps  —  in  Kentucky  in  the  sj)ring,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi camj)aign  in  the  summer,  and  in  east  Tennessee  in 
the  fall  and  winter. 

The  Twelfth  rep^rnent  was  raised  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state  and  no  enlistments  for  it  were  made  in  Keene; 
and  onl^^  one  citizen  of  Keene  joined  the  Thirteenth. 

Twitchdl,  Dr.  r.eori^c  B.     Field  and  stafl";  age  41;  app.  surjj.  Sept.  !:">, 
'()2;  resig^iicd  March  ;51,  'f>3,  to  accept  promotion.    S>ee  miscel.  org. 


The  Fourteenth  reg^iment  was  or^janized  at  Concord  in 
August  and  Septendwr,  1862,  with  Robert  Wilson  of  Keene, 
a  brother  of  Gen.  James,  colonel;  and  Tileston  A.  Barker, 
of  Westmoreland,  {)ronioted  from  captain  in  the  Second 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  lieutenant  colonel.  Both  these 
officers  had  been  colonels  of  the  Twentieth  regiment  of 
New  Hampshire  militia,  had  previously  commanded  the 
rival  light  infantrj-  companies  of  their  respective  towns, 
and  the  spirit  of  antagonism  displayed  by  them  on  the 
muster  field  had  not  died  out.  If  they  did  not  see  much 
of  war  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  it  was  not 
wanting  in  their  own  organization,!  That  circumstance 
detracted  from  the  efficiency'  of  the  regiment  in  the  early 
part  of  its  service,  but  the  personnel  of  the  rank  and  file, 
and  of  the  officers  generally,  was  of  the  best ;  and  towards 
the  close  of  its  service  the  discipline  and  eflTectiveness  of 
the  regiment  were  excellent.  Dr.  William  H.  Thayer,  of 
Keene,  was  appointed  surgeon,  and  it  had  a  larger  num- 
ber of  men  from  Keene  than  any  other  regiment  in  the 
service.  The  Fourteenth  left  the  state  in  October,  and  was 
emploj'ed  at  first  in  guarding  the  crossings  of  the  upper 
Potomac,  but  in  April,  1863,  it  was  ordered  to  Washing- 
ton, and  for  nine  months  it  performed  guard  and  provost 
duty  in  the  capital,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
citizens,  and  winning  the  commendation  of  President  Lin- 
coln,  lu  the  last  of  February,  1864,  it  received  a  furlough 

^  Sec  Nsw  Hampshire  Sentinel,  January  5,  1865. 
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of  two  weeks  and  returned  to  New  Hampshire  to  perform 
tbe  ser^'-ice  of  voting,  a  dut^-i  at  that  time  as  important 
as  that  of  fighting,  for  nearl_v  all  the  members  voted  the 
Union  ticket. 

On  the  16th  of  March  the  Fourteenth  again  left  New 
Hampshire,  and  at  New  York  city  eraharked  on  the 
steamer  Daniel  Webster  for  the  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
and  joined  the  Nineteenth  army  corps  at  New  Orleans.  In 
July,  however,  that  corps  was  ordered  north  and  became 
a  part  of  Sheridan's  Army  of  the  Shenandoah.  In  this 
transfer  the  regiment  was  divided,  six  companies  under 
Col.  Wilson  going  to  the  army  of  the  James  and  being 
engaged  at  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  July  27  and  28;  w^hile  four 
companies  under  Major  Gardner  proceeded  to  the  Shenan- 
doah valle}-  and  were  engaged  in  the  battle  of  W^inchestcr, 
Aug.  17.  The  two  battalions  were  reunited  Aug.  18,  Col. 
Wilson  resigned,  and  Major  Gardner  commanded  the  regi- 
ment at  the  battle  of  Opequan,  Sept.  19,  where  he  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  the  regiment  lost  heavil3^  At 
Fisher's  Hill,  Sept.  22,  and  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19,  Capt. 
F.  L.  Tolman  was  in  command  and  the  regiment  did  good 
service.  Adjutant  Carroll  D.  Wright  was  promoted  to 
colonel  Dec.  6,  and  Capt.  Tolman  to  major.  After  its 
campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  the  Fourteenth  was 
sent  to  the  Department  of  the  South,  Major  Tolman  in 
command,  performed  provost  duty  in  Georgia,  and  was 
mustered  out  of  service  at  Hilton  Head,  July  7,  1865. 

Following  is  a  list  of  members  of  the  regiment  from 
Keene,  being  privates  and  residents  of  Keene  unless  other- 
wise stated : 

Abbott,  Warren.    Co.  B;  age  28;  res.  Charlestown,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Aug.  15,  '62;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Allen,  Calvin,  Jr.    Co.  G;  age  27;  enl.  Dec.  8,  '63;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Baker,  Charles  W.    Unassigned;  age  22;  enl.  .^pril +,  'G5,  for  1  Tr.;  disch. 

May  6,  '65. 

Balch,  Perley  S.    Co.  C;  age  37;  enl.  Aug.  13,  '62;  transf.  to  V.  R.  C. 
Aug.  30,  '64;  disch.  disab.  Oct.  9,  '64. 

iln  the  elections  of  1863  many  of  the  states  had  gone  afrainst  the  .idininis- 
tration.  New  Hampshire  was  a  close  state,  and  its  aniinai  state  election,  com- 
ing in  March,  -was  to  be  the  first  in  the  politic.il  campaifrn  of  186<-.  Karly  in 
that  year  President  Lincoln  sent  for  Gen.  Kdwrird  W.  Hincks,  a  Toluntccr  officer 
from  Massachusetts,  tvho  was  a  good  fmbiic  speaker,  and  said  to  him:  "1  want 
you  to  go  to  New  Hampshire  and  take  jiart  in  the  ciinpaiKn.  1  regard  it  as 
more  important  to  carry  this  New  Hampshire  state  election  than  to  whip  the 
enemy  on  any  battlefield  where  he  can  be  reached."  (Gen.  Ii.  W.  Hincks,  in  a 
conversation  in  Cambridge,  Mass..  Jan.  15,  18SS.) 
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Danlcn,  Hir.-un.  Jr.    Co.  C;  aj^c  25;  onl.  Auj^.  27,  'G2;  traasf.  to  V.  K.  C. 

Marcli  1"),  '('>?>:  di.soli.  Jmic  30,  05. 
HariTtt,   William  A.     Co.  G;  a^c  HO;  ciil.  Au;;.  2,S,  '02;  ajij).  wagoner 

Nov.  1,  must,  out  July  S,  '(\7>. 

i'.tntoii,  iM-ar.I;  C    Co.  A;  a;^c  21  ;  cnl.  An-;.  20,  '02;  disch.  disah.  Dec. 

12,  (Vl. 

Hcrry,  Irri,  Jr.  Co.  C;  age  25;  cnl.  Aug.  20,  '02;  app.  1st  licut.  Oct.  0, 
'r,2;  .-Jjip.  r.apl.  Co.  H,  Oct.  1,  '03;  wd.  Sept.  19,  '04,  Opcquan,  Va.; 
injist.  out  July  S,  '05.  Bvt.  major  U.  S.  V.  for  gallantry  in  the  Ijattle 
of  Opeqiiau. 

Blodgett,  Rdmnnd.    Co.  C;  age  41  ;  enl.  Ang.  12,  '02;  disch.  disab.  April 

25,  'oa. 

lilodgett,  vSvlvester.  Co.  G;  age  40;  cnl.  Aug.  30,  '02;  disch.  disab. 
Sept.  10,  'oa. 

Holio,  Theodore,  Co.  C;  age  44;  cnl.  Aug.  21,  '02;  disch.  disab.  Aug. 
2,  '04. 

P.rittO)),  Frederick  F.    Co.  F;  age  21;  res.  Kcene ;  cred.  Surry;  cnl.  Sept. 

1,  T)2;  vvd.  Sei>t.  19,  '04,  Oi)equan,  Va.;  disch.  July  0,  '05. 
Britton,  George  H.    Co.  A;  age  20;  b.  Kcene;  cred.  Wcstmr)relaud ;  enl. 

Aug.  S,  '02 ;  must,  out  July  8,  '05. 
Hrock,  Charles  E.    Co.  A;  age  19;  cnl.  Aug.  15,  '02;  app.  coqi.  July  1, 

'04;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Brown,  Boardwin.    Co.  F;  age  44;  cnl.  Sept.  1,  '62;  disch.  disab.  Jan. 

30,  *64. 

Bro\v«.  Charles  11.    Co,  B;  age  21;  res.  Walpole,  after  the  war,  Keeiie; 

enl,  Aug,  1<),  '62;  ap]i,  corp.  Way  1,  '65;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
Burbaak,  Fraukliu.    Co.  C;  age  44;  res.  Kcene;  cred.  Swanzey;  enl.  Sept. 

15,  '62;  disch.  May  G,  '63. 
Bums,  I'atrick.    Co.  G;  age  38;  enl.  Aug.  31,  '62;  mwst.  out  July  S,  '65. 
Burns,  Thomas.    Co.  G;  age  18;  enl.  Dec.  8,  '03:  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
Bj-am,  P.eijjamin  W.    Co.  C;  age  30;  enl.  Aug.  10,  '02;  disch.  disab.  Feb. 

28,  •03. 

Carroll,  George  Hcnrv.  Co.  C;  age  27;  enl.  Axig.  13,  '02;  must,  out  July 
8,  '05. 

Carter,  Solon  A.    Co.  G;  age  25:  app.  capt.  Oct.  9,  '02;  disch.  April  17, 

'65,  to  accejit  promotion.    See  miscel.  org. 
Casey,  John.    Co.  G;  age  20;  enl.  Aug.  31,  '62;  must,  out  July  8,  '05. 
Chapin,  Charles  A.    Co,  D;  age  21;  b.  Westmorel,'ind ;  cred.  Keene;  enl. 

.March  9,  '05,  for  1  yr;  must,  out  July  S,  '65, 
Coates,  Darwin  C.    Co.  C:  age  30;  cui.  .A.ug.  26,  '02;  transf.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Sept.  30,   '04;  rctransf.  to  company  Dec.  22,  '64;   must,  out  July 

8,  'G5. 

Cooper,  Albert.  Co.  G;  age  IS:  enl.  .\ug.  30,  '62;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Craig,  Allen  A.     Co.  G;  age  43;  cnl.  Dec.  26,  '63;  wd.  Sept.  19,  '64, 

Opcquan,  \'a.;  must,  out  Juh'  8,  '65.    See  Second  N.  H.  V. 
Cummings.  Joseph  W.    Co.  C;  age  24;  enl.  Aug.  27,  '62;  wd.  Sept.  19, 

'04,  (jpequan,  Ya.;  rau.st.  out  July  8,  '65. 
Davis,  .Asa  W.    Co.  G;  age  36;  enl.  Aug.  28,  '62;  app.  corp.  Oct.  6,  '62; 

reduced  to  r.anks  April  21,  '64;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
Day,  Calvin  K.   Co.  G;  age  28;  eul.  Aug.  27,  "62;  app.  corp.  Oct.  6,  '62; 

reduced  to  ranks  July  2,  '63;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
D/ay,  George  A.    Co.  F;  age  42;  enl,  Sept.  1,  '62;  app.  principal  tnusc. 

.March  1,  "65;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
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Doolittle,  Joseph  S.  Co.  G;  ^I'^e  27:  ciil.  Ang.  28,  '(',2;  \vd.  Sept.  19,  '04-, 
Opequaii,  Va.;  traiisf.  to  V.  K.  C.  Jan.  2S,  '65;  clisch.  iviJs.  July  27, 
•65. 

Drake,  William  S.  Co.  G;  age  29;  eiil.  Aug.  27,  '02;  disch.  disab.  Xow 
23,  '03. 

Dunn,  Noble  T.  Co.  A;  age  27;  enl.  Aug.  IG,  '02;  died,  dis.,  Sept.  8,  '64, 
Keene. 

Dyer,  Lewis  S.  D.    Co.  C;  age  43;  enl.  Dec.  IS,  'G3 ;  deserted. 
Ellis,  Lytnau.    Co.  G;  age  31;  enl.  Oct.  2,  '62;  disch.  .May  2G,  'G5. 
Evans,  Frank,  Jr.    Co.  G;  age  IS;  enl.  Aug.  30,  '62;  died,  dis.  Alarch  30, 

'63,  Poolesville,  Md. 
Gallagher,  Francis.   Co.  C;  age  26;  enl.  Aug.  IG,  '62;  wd.  Sept.  19,  'G4, 

Opequan,  Va.;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Gilmore,  Charles  G.    Co.  C;  age  23;  res.  Swanzey,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Aug.  14,  '62;  app.  corp.  Jan.  17,  'G4 ;  must,  out  Juh'  8,  '05. 
Gorman,  Michael.    Co.  C:  age  26;  eul.  Sept.  1,  '62;  disch.  disab,  Oct.  17, 

'64,  Washington,  D.  C.    See  First  X.  H.  Y. 
Gowen,  George  .M.   Co.  B;  age  21;  res.  Marlo'.v.  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Aug.  22.  '62:  disch.  disab.  Oct.  S,  '63,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Graves,  Frank  B.    Co.  B;  age  18;  res.  Walpole,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Xng-  23,  '02;  mnst.  out  Juh'  S,  'G5. 
Hastings,  Emerv.    Co.  C;  age  44;  etil.  -^ug.  29,  '62;  disch.  disab.  July 

IS,  '63,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Hastings,  John  G.    Co.  E;  age  32;  enl.  Feb.  15,  '65,  for  1  vr.;  must,  out 

July  S,  '65. 

Healey,  Daniel  K.    Co.  C;  age  21;  res.  Swanzcy,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

eul.  Aug.  12,  '62;  app.  sergt.  Sept.  22,  '62;  disch.  Aug.  31,  '63,  to 

accept  promotion.    See  U.  S.  colored  troops. 
Hill,  Charles  H.    Co.  C;  age  31;  enl.  Sei)t.  1,  '62;  disch.  disab.  Sept.  26, 

'64,  Concord. 

Hill,  Horace  J.    Co.  G;  age  21;  eul.  Dec.  S,  '63;  must,  out  Jolv  S,  '65. 
Holrnao,  Ira  B.    Co.  C;  age  31  ;  enl.  Aug.  27,  '62;  must,  out  Juh'  S,  '65. 
Houghton,  Adelbert  A.    Co.  C:  age  18;  enl.  Aug.  12,  '62;  must,  as  muse; 

must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Houston,  J.  Augustine.    Co.  G;  age  27;  eul.  Aug.  27,  '62;  must,  out  Julv 

8,  '65. 

Howard,  Ambrose  \V.    Co.  C;  age  23;  eul.  Aug.  27,  '62  ;  must,  out  Julv 

8,  '65. 

Howard,  George  A.   Co.  D;  age  20;  b.  Nelson;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  March 

9,  '65,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out  July  S.  "65. 

Hurd,  Cyrus.  Co.  G;  age  41;  enl.  Dec.  12,  '63;  disch.  disab.  Sept.  20, 
'64,  Concord. 

Jeuks,  J.  Henrv.  Co.  C;  age  39;  en).  Aug.  28,  '62;  app.  sergt.  Sept.  22, 
'62;  app.  sergt.  major  Jan.  12,  '64;  killed  Oct.  19,  "64,  Cedar  Creek, 
Va. 

Johnston,  Svdney  E.    Co.  C;  age  19;  enl.  Aug.  15,  '62;  disch.  disab. 

July  20,  '63,  Washington,  D".  C. 
Jones,  Svlvester.    Co.  D;  age  44;  eul.  Aug.  12.  '62;  died,  dis.  March  13, 

'64,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Kehue,  George.    Co.  G;  age  3S;  enl.  Aug.  30,  "62;  app.  corji.;  must,  out 

June  8,  '65. 

Keith,  Fay.  Co.  A;  age  44;  b.  Keene;  res.  Westmoreland;  enl.  Aug.  13, 
'62;  died,  dis.  Sept.  9,  '04. 
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Kelk'hcr,  Tiniotliy.    Co.  G;  a^e  .''.3;  cnl.  Dec.  K,  '03;   wd.  and  capttl. 

Sc|)t.  l'.>,  'li  t,  Oi^aiuaii,  \'a.;  iJarolcd  Ocl:.  2,  must,  out  July  S,  'G5. 
Kcniou,  David  V.    Co.  I!;  at;c  2(5;   res.  \Val))f)Ie,  after  the  war,  Kecne; 

cnl.  Aug.  27,  '02;  wd.  Scjit.  1C>,  '04-,  Oi)Cfjiian,  \'a.;  must,  out  July  8, 

'05. 

Kiiiusburv,  licHrv.  Co.  C;  age  37;  ctil.  Feb.  16,  '05,  for  1  vr.;  must,  out 
July  8,  '05. 

Kiuson,  John  O.    Co.  G;  age  IS;  res.  Stoddard,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

cnl.  Aug.  1+,  '02;  must,  out  July  8,  '05. 
Kuowhon,  Charles.    Co.  A;  age  24-;  cul.  Sept.  1,  '02;  died,  dis.,  Jau.  20, 

"03,  I'oolesville,  Md. 
Leach.  James.    Co.  C;  Jige  27;  enl.  Ajjg.  18,  '02;  must,  out  July  8,  '05. 
lyconard,  Henry  O.     Co.  E;  age  20;  eul.  Feb.  10,  '05,  for  t  yr. ;  must. 

out  July  S,  '05. 

Ltttonniayer,  Otto.    Co.  C;  age  30;  enl.  Aug.  30,  '02;  disch.  disab.  Oct. 

13,  '03,  Washington,  1).  C. 
ix;voy,  Henry  E.    Co.  G ;  age  IS :  enl.  Dec.  1 2,  '63 ;  disch.  July  8,  65. 
Lewis,  William  H.    Co.  G;  age  29;  cnl.  Aug.  29,  '62;  discb.  May  12,  '65. 
Lvfuril,  Jeremiah,  Jr.    Co.  C;  age  30;  enl.  Aug.  26,  '02;  must,  iu  as  1st 

sergt.;  reduced  to  ranks  and  a])}),  scrgt.  same  day.  May  1,  '64;  must. 

out  July  8,  '05. 

M.'ingan,  Dennis.  Co.  H;  age  23;  enl,  July  28,  '04;  must.  outJul3'  8,  '65. 
Marvin,  Edwin.   Co.  G;  age  21;  eul.  Sept.  3, '62 ;  died,  dis.,  Dec.  15,  '02, 

Offutt's  Cross  Roads,  Md. 
Mitchell,  lohti  B.    Co.  A;  age  34;  enl.  Dec.  8,  '03;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 

See  Sixth  N.  H.  V. 
Nims,  George  H.   Co.  F;  age  24-;  res.  Winchester,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

cnl.  Aug.  13,  '02;  must',  out  July  8,  '65, 
O'Brien,  William  D.    Co.  G;  age  20;  cnl.  Doc.  8,  '03;  must,  out  Julj' 

S,  '05. 

Parker,  John  A.    Co.  C;  age  36;  enl.  Aug.  28,  '62;  disch.  June  21,  '65. 
I'arker,  Lutlier  M.    Co.  C;  age  41  ;  enl.  Aug.  7,  '62;  app.  sergt.  Nov.  1, 

'04;  died,  dis.,  June  30,  '(>5,  Savannah,  Ga. 
i'arker,  Wilham  H.    Co.  G;  age  18;  enl.  Sei>t.  4,  '62;  transf.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Ju!^'  1,  '64;  disch.  April  2S,  '65,  to  accept  promotion.    See  Second 

N.  H.  Y.  and  miscel.  org. 
Putnam,  Edwin  F.   Co.  G;  age  31;  enl.  Aug.  28,  '62;  transf.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Jan.  1,  05;  discli.  June  30,  '65,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Reyr!olds,  Eli  W.    Co.  C;  age  44;  res.  Swanzey,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Aug.  15,  '62;  must,  in  as  wagoner;  discli.  disab.  Aug.  12,  '63, 

Washirigtt)n,  D.  C. 

Richardson,  David  L.  Co.  A;  age  28;  enl.  Sept.  13,  '62;  must,  out  Julv 
S,  "05. 

Richardson,  George  D.  Non-com.  staff;  age  21;  enl.  Oct.  1,  '62;  must,  in 
as  hosp.  steward:  app.  1st  lieut.  Co.  B  Jan.  4,  '65;  must,  out  July 
8,  '05. 

Riley,  Martin.    Co.  G;  age  23;  cnl.  Aug.  31,  '62;  disch.  June  8,  '65. 

Rikv,  Michael.  Co.  G:  age  35;  enl.  Aug.  31,  '62;  must,  out  July 
S,  '65. 

Eoundy,  Franklin  W.  Co.  B  ;  age  18;  res.  W'alpole,  after  the  war,  Keene; 
enl  Aug.  30,  '02;  must,  out  July  8,  '05. 

Kugg,  Sewall  F.    Co.  E;  age  20;  enl.  Feb.  17,  '65,  for  1  jr.;  must,  out 

July  8,  '65. 
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Russell,  James  W.    Co.  G;  age  '21;  eitl.  Aug.  28,  '62;  must,  in  as  sergt.; 

aj)}).  com.  serst.  Kov.  30,  '64,  2d  Heut.  Co.  E,  Jan.  4,  'G;"  ;  app.  1st 

lieut.  Co.  I,  Feb.  17,  'Go,  not  rnnst.;  tnust.  out  July  8,  '05. 
K\-an,  Jolui.    Co.  G;  ri_ire  2o;  etsl.  Aug.  12,  '62;  must,  out  Juh'  8,  '65. 
Ryan,  William.    Unassigned ;  age  21  ;  b.  Keene;  cred.  Gilmaiiton;  eul.  Jan. 

19,  '64;  reported  as  sent  to  reprt ;  no  farther  record. 
Sebastian,  Williara,  Jr.    Co.   C;  ag^e  25;  res.  Swanzey,  after  the  war, 

Keene;  enl.  .\ug.  12,  '62;  inusi.  in  as  cor[).;  reduced  to  the  ranks 

March  1,  '65;  must,  out  Jnh'  S,  'G5. 
SIrfield,  Daniel.    Co.  C ;  age  20 ;  enl.  Aiag.  26,  '62 ;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
vSlyfield,  Franklin.    Co.  C;  age  34;  enl.  Aug.  IS,  '62;  disch.  July  S,  '05. 
Smith.  Marcus  M.    Co.  G;  age  22;  enl.  Aug.  29,  "62;  must,  out  July  S, 

'65. 

Smith,  Royal  W.  Co.  G;  age  26;  enl.  Aug.  29,  '62;  disch.  disab.  June  5, 
'65,  Concord. 

Smith,  Samuel  M.    Co.  G;  age  29;  enl.  Dec.  18,  '63;  disch.  March  10,  '64, 

to  accept  promotion.    See  Third  N.  H.  V.,  and  II.  S.  colored  troops. 
Smith,  William.    Co.  C;  age  22;  enl.  Aug.  26,  '62;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Spaulding,  Dauphin,  2d.    Co.  C;  age  35;  enl.  Aug.  18,  'G2 ;  died,  dis. 

Feb.  7,  '64,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Staples,  Henry  AI.    Co.  A;  age  19;  enl,  Aug.  14,  '62;  must,  as  muse; 

app.  princijjal  muse.  Oct.  30,  '64;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
Steck,  Friedrick.    Co.  G;  age  30;  enl.  .\ug.  11,  '62;  disch.  to  date  July  8, 

'05,  Savannah,  Ga.    See  First  N.  H.  Y. 
Stone,  William  W.    Co.  C;  age  26;  b.  Keene;  res.  Swanzey,  after  the  war, 

Keene;  enl.  Aug.  IS,  '62;  must,  out  July  S,  '65. 
Sturtevant,  John  W.    Co.  G;  age  22;  enl.  Aug.  31,  '62;  must,  as  sergt.; 

app.  1st  ser^.  May  1,  '63,  2d  Heut.  Oct.  17,  '63,  1st  Heut.  Jan.  1, 

'64;  wd.  twice  Sept.  19,  '04,  Opequan,  Va.;  app.  capt.  Jan.  4,  '65; 

disch.  disab.  Jan.  18,  '65,  before  being  must,  as  capt.;  restored  to 

command  and  must,  as  capt,  to  date  Feb,  IS,  '65;  must,  out  July 

8,  '65. 

SulHvan,  Kerrj'.  Co.  G;  age  18;  enl.  Dec.  8.  '63;  app.  2d  lieut.  Co.  H, 
Sept.  24,  '64;  not  must,;  disch.  as  private  -lug.  19,  '65. 

Sumner,  David.  Co.  G;  age  44;  enl.  Aug.  30,  '62;  disch.  disab.  July  20, 
'63,  Washington,  D.  C   See  Second  N.  II.  V. 

Thayer.  WilHam  H.  Field  and  staff;  age  40;  app.  surg.  Sept.  19,  '62; 
must,  out  Juh-  8,  '65. 

Thompson,  Cyrus  H.  Co.  C;  age  42;  enl.  Aug.  28,  '62;  disch.  May  12, 
•63,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Totten,  James.  Co.  C;  age  33;  res.  Marlboro;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Aug. 
30,  '62;  must,  out  July  8,  '65.    See  First  N.  H.  V. 

Wardwell,  George  O.  Co.  A;  age  18;  res.  SulHvan,  after  the  war,  Keene; 
enl.  Aug.  16,  '62;  app.  cor]).  Jan.  1,  '65;  must,  ont  July  S,  '65. 

Warn,  William  W.  Co.  B;  age  28;  enl.  Dec.  8,  '63;  must,  out  July 
8,  '65. 

W'ebster,  Charles  F.  Co.  G;  age  26;  res.  Jaffrev,  after  the  war,  Keene; 
app.  1st  lieut.  Oct.  9,  "02;  app.  0.  M."  Oct.'l6,  '63;  must,  out  Julv 
S,  '65. 

Wetherbee,  Edward  H.  Co.  B;  age  18;  enl.  Dec.  8,  '63;  must,  out  Julv 
S,  '65. 

Wheeler,  Charles  W.  Co.  F;  age  IS;  enl.  Sept.  1,  '62;  transf.  to  Co.  C, 
Nov.  1,  '62;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
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Willi iic\',  l.con.Tiil  1".    Co.  I):  .-i^c  IS;  I)  Xclsoii,  crc-d.  Kccnc;  ciil.  Mnrcli 

<>,  'i;,'),  '.or  1  \  r.;  must,  out  July  S,  '(\'>. 
W'liitU  inorc,  Ciirlis  .\.    Co.  A;  fiRc  IS;  ics.  Koenc;  cred.  Troy;  cnl.  Au;^. 

Ifi,  '()2;  must,  out  Julv  8,  '<>."). 
Willnrd,   Lucius  S.     Co.  <i;    .-i^c  lU;  eial.   Aug.   2.S,   '02;    discli.  June- 

2S,  ■(■>.'). 

Wilson,  lossL'.  Co.  F:  :\'^c  44;  res.  Stodd.-inl,  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Sept.  1, 
T,2;"disch.  disal)  Oct.  2<i,  '03,  W:isliin.trton,  D.  C.  vSee  Eighth  N.  H.  V. 
niid  \.  K.  C. 

Wilson,  Kol)crt.  Field  and  staff;  .Tgc  51;  a])p.  col.  Sept.  11),  '62;  disch. 
Sf]-)t.  G,  '04. 

Wood,  Uciirv  A.    Co.  l'";  age  18;  res.  Winchester,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

enl.  Aug.  12,  '02;  app.  corp.  Oct.  1,  "04;  must,  out  July  R,  T>.). 
Woodward,  John  A.    Co.  G;  :ige  21  ;  res.  Surry,  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Aug. 

27,  '62;  iTinst.  as  corp.;  died,  ilis.,  Aug.  18,  '64,  New  York  city. 
Wright,  Daniel.    Co.  G;  age' 33;  enl.  Dec.  26,  '63;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 

Sec  Second  N.  ,H.  V. 

FIFTKENTH,  SIXTF.KNTIT  AND  SEVENTEF.NTII  REGIMENTS. 

The  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  New  Hamp- 
shire Volunteers  were  nine  months  regiments,  organized  in 
the  fall  of  1S62,  ])nt  no  citizen  of  Keene  enlisted  in  cither 
of  them  exce])t  Stephen  H.  FVench,  who  was  mustered 
into  the  Sixteenth  Nov.  13,  '62;  nnistered  out  Aug.  20, 
'G3,  and  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers. 

TOWN  AFFAIRS. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1S63  the  town  voted  to 
appropriate  $5,500  to  aid  the  families  of  volunteers.  It 
was  also ; 

(Art.  21)  "Voted.  To  advise  the  Selectmen  to  sell  the 
timl)er  suitable  for  sale  on  the  ministerial  lot  in  Keene, 
and  add  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  Ministerial  Fund." 

{Art.  22)  "Voted.  To  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  pre- 
vent the  cutting  of  wood  on  said  lot  until  the  same  is  of 
suitable  size  for  use." 

(Art.  23)  "Voted.  To  advise  the  Selectmen  to  divide 
and  pay  over  in  equal  sums  to  the  several  clergymen 
residing  and  officiating  in  town,  the  interest  and  annual 
income  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  during  the  time  they  sus- 
pend the  cutting  of  wood  on  said  lot." 

In  1863  the  government  resorted  to  a  draft  to  obtain 
the  number  of  men  needed  for  its  service.  The  number 
enrolled  for  that  purpose  in  Keene,  of  the  first  class,  was 
410;  of  the  second  class,  212.  The  draft  rendezvous  for 
the  Third  New  Hampshire  congressional  district  was  at 
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West  Lebanou,  and  tlie  drawing  was  made  under  tbe 
direction  of  the  officers  of  the  draft,  by  Rev.  Jacob  Scales, 
of  Plainfield,  seventy-five  years  old,  IjHndfolded.  Four  hun- 
dred and  ten  names  of  citizens  of  Keene  were  put  in  the 
box,  and  123  were  drawn  out.  Their  names  appear  in  the 
New  Hampshire  Sentinel  of  Sept.  10  of  that  year.  Some 
were  rejected  on  physical  examination,  and  the  names  of 
those  actuallj-  liable  to  go  apj)ear  in  the  Sentinel  of  Oct. 
15,  1863.  A  few  went  into  the  service,  and  their  names 
appear  in  the  records  of  their  respective  regiments,  but 
most  of  them  hired  substitutes.  A  second  call  for  drafted 
men  came  in  November,  and  Keene's  quota  was  fift^'-eight 
men.  On  the  1st  of  September  the  town  voted  to  the 
drafted  men  or  their  substitutes  $300  each,  and  to  their 
families  the  same  as  the  volunteers;  and  on  the  26th  the 
selectmen  were  authorized  to  borrow  money  for  those 
purposes,  not  to  exceed  $25,000.  A  town  meeting  on  the 
25th  of  November; 

"Voted  That  the  town  make  an  effort  to  fill  the  quota 
of  the  town  by  enlistments." 

"Voted  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Kecne  be 
authorized  to  fill  our  present  town  qiiota  to  the  best 
advantage  they  can  by  advancing  the  State  and  National 
bounties  and  a  Town  bount}'  of  to  citizens  of  the  town 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  a  town  bounty  not  exceed- 
ing three  hundred  dollars,  to  persons  not  citizens  of  the 
town." 

It  was  also  voted  to  authorize  the  selectmen  to  bor- 
row money  for  those  purposes,  not  to  exceed  $45,000; 
and  in  February  following  $8,000  were  added  to  tliat  sum. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1S64,  the  vote  for  the 
Union  candidates  in  the  state  was  increased  in  Keene  b}' 
122  over  that  of  the  preceding  3'ear.  A  small  part  of  this 
increase  was  caused  by  the  growth  of  population  in  the 
town.  Five  representatives  were  sent  to  the  legislature, 
an  increase  of  one  in  seven  _vears.  The  sum  of  $3,000  was 
appropriated  to  aid  the  "  wives,  children  and  parents,"  of 
volunteers;  and  $5,000  were  raised  towards  paying  the 
town  debts  and  interest. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  the  boiler  in  the  chair  manufac- 
tory of  Osborne  &  Hale  on   Mechanic  street  exploded, 
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iiijurjn^^  twelve  persons,  seven  of  tliem  severely,  two  of 
whom,  William  H.  Lanjj;  and  Salmon  G.  Metcalf,  died. 
Nims  &  Crossfield  were  makin^j  sash,  doors  and  blinds  in 
the  same  linildings.  The  damage  to  the  property  was  esti- 
mated at  $10,000  to  $15,000. 

In  June  the  town  voted  a  bounty  of  $400  to  each  vol- 
unteer or  enrolled  person  who  should  furnish  a  substitute 
to  be  credited  on  the  quota  of  the  town  ;  and  to  borrow 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $18,000  for  that  purpose.  In  August, 
under  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  500,000  men,  it 
voted  $300  bounty  to  volunteers  for  one  year,  $600  to 
those  for  two  years,  ■  and  $900  to  those  for  three  years; 
and  to  borrow  for  that  purpose  a  sum  not  exceeding  $18,- 
000.  On  the  29th  of  the  same  month  $600  were  voted  to 
volunteers  for  one  3'-ear,  $700  to  those  for  two  years,  and 
$900  to  those  for  three  j'ears,  to  complete  the  quota  of 
the  town ;  and  $10,000  were  raised  and  appropriated  for 
that  purpose.  On  the  15th  of  September  the  tow^n  voted 
to  pay  $150  to  each  citizen  of  Keene  who  bad  been  in  the 
naval  service  and  had  "been  counted  on  the  present  quota 
for  the  call  for  five  hundred  thousand  men ;"  and  on  the 
10th  of  December  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  borrow 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $30,000  to  carry  out  the  votes  of  the 
town  for  bounties. 

At  the  presidential  election  in  November,  Keene  cast 
652  votes  for  the  Lincoln  electors  to  317  for  those  of  the 
opposition;  and  on  the  17th,  350  Union  men  sat  down  to 
a  supper  at  the  Cheshire  House  in  thanksgiving  for  the 
political  victory. 

The  hopes  and  expectations  raised  by  the  victories  of 
Gettysburg  and  Vicksbiirg  in  1863  had  been  seriously 
diminished  by  repeated  calls  for  more  troops,  by  the  resort 
to  a  draft,  and  by  the  defeat  at  Chickamauga  in  Septem- 
ber of  that  year.  Recruiting  offices  for  volunteers  for  the 
regiments  alread}'  in  the  field  had  been  kept  active  in 
Keene,  and  early  in  1864  Thomas  C.  Edwards  opened  one 
for  the  New  Hamjxshire  Volunteer  Cavalry;  and  there  were 
others  for  the  18th  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  and  other 
organizations. 
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EIGHTEENTH  REGIMENT. 

The  Eigtiteenth  regiment  of  volunteers  was  raised  in 
the  Slimmer  of  1864-  under  the  call  of  the  president  for 
volunteers  for  one  year.  In  October,  six  companies  (A  to  F) 
joined  the  arm}'  at  City  Point,  Va.  In  February  and 
March  following,  three  companies  (G,  H  and  I)  joined  the 
first  detachment  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  closing  scenes 
of  the  war.  The  nine  companies  were  present  at  the 
recapture  of  Fort  Steadman,  in  March,  1SG5,  and  were 
stationed  at  that  fort  until  April  3,  when  the  battalion 
entered  Petersburg  with  the  army.  It  was  after^vards 
organized  as  a  regiment,  with  Thomas  L.  Livermore  pro- 
moted from  major  of  the  Fifth  regiment,  colonel ;  performed 
provost  duty  at  Washington  and  vicinity,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  in  June  and  July,  1865. 

Following  are  the  members  of  this  regiment  from 
Keene,  who  ma}'  be  understood  to  be  privates  unless  other- 
wise stated : 

Amadon,  Frank  E.  Co.  I;  age  IS;  cred.  Troy;  res.  after  the  war,  Keene; 
eul.  March  1,  '65,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out  July  29,  'G5. 

BeTer.stock,  Daniel  O.  Co.  F;  age  22;  res.  Nelson,  after  the  war,  Keene; 
enl.  Sept.  27,  '64,  for  I  yr.;  must,  as  sergt.;  miist.  out  June  10,  '65. 
See  Sixteenth  N.  H.  Y. 

Carroll,  Joseph  A.  Co.  A;  age  19;  en).  Sept.  5.  '64,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out 
June  10,  '65. 

Dodge,  Fred.  Co.  D;  age  21;  enl.  Sept.  1,  '64,  for  1  vr.;  disch.  June  30, 
'65. 

Gould,  Nathan.  Co.  A;  age  44;  cred.  Hinsdale;  res.  after  the  war,  Keene; 
enl.  Sept.  9,  '64,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 

Howard,  William  H.  Co.  A;  age  20;  enl.  Sept.  5,  '64,  for  1  3'r.;  must, 
out  June  10,  '6,5, 

Saw3-er,  Charles  C.  Co.  A;  age  IS;  enl.  Sept.  5,  '64,  for  1  3'r.;  must, 
out  June  10,  '6.'). 

Ward,  Richard  W.  Co.  B;  age  19;  res.  Lebanon,  after  the  war,  Keene; 
enl.  Sept.  l.S,  '64,  for  1  3'r.;  must,  out  June  10,  '65. 

FIRST  CAVALRY. 

New  Hampshire  had  furnished,  in  1861,  f©ur  com- 
panies—  I,  K,  L  and  M  —  of  the  First  New  England  (Rhode 
Island)  Volunteer  Cavalr}'.  In  February,  1864,  those  com- 
panies returned  to  Concord  to  recruit  for  a  regiment  to 
be  named  the  First  New  Hampshire  Volunteer  Cavalr}'. 
Companies  A,  B  ii,nd  C  were  soon  raised  and  the  two 
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battalions  of  seven  companies  proceeded  to  Washington  in 
April,  ioincd  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac,  and  after  partici- 
pating as  infantry  in  eng^agements  at  Hanover  Court 
House  and  Cold  Harbor,  were  mounted  and  assigned  to 
the  Third  division  of  the  cavalry  corps.  After  being  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  White  Oak  Swamp,  June  13,  the3'  went 
with  their  division  on  "Wilson's  raid,"  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy  each  da}-  for  seven  days  —  losing  seveniy-one 
men  killed,  wounded  and  captured  —  and  assisted  in  destroy'- 
ing  seventy-five  miles  of  railroad  and  large  quantities  of 
cotton  and  tobacco.  In  August  the  two  battalions  were 
sent  to  the  Shenandoah  valley.  In  the  meantime  the  other 
five  companies  —  D,  E,  F,  G  and  H  —  were  recruited  in  New 
Hampshire  and  went  to  the  front  towards  the  last  of 
August.  John  L.  Thompson  was  appointed  colonel  of  the 
regiment,  and  the  First  and  Second  battalions  served 
through  Sheridan's  camj)aign  in  the  A-allc}'.  but  the  Third 
battalion  saw  ver}'  little  service.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  Juh'  15,  1S65. 

Following  are  the  records  of  Keene  men,  being  privates 
and  residents  of  Keene  unless  otherwise  stated : 

Bailey,  George.  Co.  C;  nge  2.5;  res.  Keene;  cred.  Koxbury;  enl.  April  5, 
'61;  app.  corp.;  ser<rt.  Jul}'  1,  '6-1-;  must,  out  July  15,  '65. 

Dinsnioor,  Ceorsje  R.  Field  and  staff;  age  2-4- :  app.  assist,  surg.  Marcli 
13.  '65,  not  must.    See  miscel.  org. 

I'raper,  Frank.    Co.  K;  age  22;  enl.  Feb.  23,  '64-;  iniist.  out  July  15,  '65. 

Echvards,  Thomas  C.     Co.  I;  age  20;  app.  2d  lieut.  March  IG.  '64,  1st 

litut.  Feb.  23,  '65;  must,  oitt  July  15,  '6.5. 
Ellis,  Lewis.    Co  K;  age  l.S;  enl.  March  4,  '64;  must,  out  Juh-  15,  '65. 

Estabrook,  Aaron  G.  Co.  D;  age  37;  b.  Keene;  res.  Concord;  etil.  Aug. 
17,  '04;  app.  sergt.;  disch.  May  20,  '65.    See  Eighth  N.  H.  V. 

Fifiekl,  Ed^YiT!  F.  Co.  Al ;  age  IS:  enl.  Feb.  23,  '64;  must,  out  Julv  15, 
'65. 

Griffith,  Joseph  E.  Co.  K;  age  19:  enl.  Feb.  23,  '64;  wd.  Sept.  22,  '64, 
Milford,  Va,;  app.  corp.  April  1,  *65;  must,  out  July  15,  '65. 

Hunt,  Ferdinand  K.  Co.  F;  age  23;  enl.  March  7,  '65,  for  1  yr.;  app. 
corj).;  must,  out  July  15,  "6o. 

KimbalL  Srimuel  H.    Co.  C;  age  IS;  res.  Hinsdale,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

eul.  March  31,  '64;  disch.  June  5,  '65. 
Nash,  Eugene  l\    Co.  C;  age  19;  res.  Gilsum,  after  the  war,  Keene;  enl. 

April  9,  '64;  must,  out'july  15,  '65. 

Safford,  Leavitt.  Co.  F;  a-je  20;  res.  Chesterfield,  after  the  svar.  Keene; 
en).  March  16,  '65,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out  July  15,  '65. 

VariDCSs,  Joseph.  Co.  K ;  asre  40 ;  enl.  Feb.  29,  '64;  apj).  corp.;  must, 
out  July  15,  "Go. 
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Wardwdl,  Olin  X.    Co.  F;  a^e  19;  b.  Nelson;  res.  Kcene;  eiii.  March  S, 

'65,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out  July  15,  '65. 
Willard,  W.  Henry.    Co.  K;  age  IS:  enl.  Feb.  27,  '64.;  captd.  Dec.  21,  'G^, 

Lace3-'s  Sprin^js.  Va.;  paroled  Fcl).  22,  '65;  died,  dis.  ilarch  31,  'G5, 

Aunapolis,  Md. 

Yardley,  Manley  R.  Co.  K;  age  21:  b.  Nelson;  cred.  Keeiie;  enl.  Feb.  23, 
'64;  wd.  June  13,  '64-,  \'\'hite  Oak  Swamp,  \'a.;  app.  bugler,  Jan.  1, 
'65;  must,  out  July  15,  '65. 

FIRST  HEAVV  ARTILLERY. 

Two  compauies  of  heavy  artiUen'  were  organized  in 
New  Hampshire  in  1S63,  and  served  at  Fort  Constitution 
and  Kittery  Point.  In  the  summer  of  1S64  a  re^ment  of 
twelve  companies  of  that  arm  was  authorized  to  be  raised 
in  the  state,  of  which  those  two  companies  became  a  part. 
That  regiment  was  emploved  in  the  defences  of  Washing- 
ton, and  was  mustered  out  June  15,  1865.  Seven  men 
from  ^Keene  served  in  its  ranks  : 

Garfield,  William  A.    Co.  B;  age  25;  enl.  Aug.  29,  '63;  disch.  disab. 

Sept.  29,  '64,  Concord. 
Howard,  .\ustin  E.     Co.  B;  age  29;  enl.  Aug.  13,  *63 ;  must,  as  sergt.; 

ayip.  2d  lieut.  July  25,  '65,  not  n2ust.:  must,  otit  Sept.  11,  '65. 
Howard,  Walter.    Co.  H;  age  IS;  enl.  Sept.  5,  '64,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out 

June  15,  '65. 

Kingsbury,  Edward  A.  Co.  H;  age  25;  res.  Surry,  after  the  war,  Keene; 
enl.  Sept.  2,  '64,  for  1  vr,;  app.  corp.;  must,  out  June  15,  '65.  See 
Sixth  X.  H.  V. 

Nims,  Samuel.   Co.  H;  age  27;  b.  Sullivan;  cred.  Newport ;  res.  after  the 

war,  Keene;  cnl.  Sept.  4,  '64,  for  1  yr.;  app.  hospital  steward  Nov. 

9,  '64;  must,  out  June  15,  '65. 
Parker,  Clinton  J.    Co.  H;  age  IS;  b.  Xelson;  cred.  Keetie;  enl.  -lug.  31, 

'64,  for  1  yr.;  must,  out  June  15,  '65. 
Tuttle,  Norman  .A.    Co.  B;  age  29;  enl.  Aug.  13,  '63;  must,  as  sergt.; 

app.  sergt.  major  Nov.  14,  '64;  must,  oni  June  15,  '65. 

SHARPSHOOTERS. 

Three  men  from  Keene  enlisted  in  Col.  Berdan's  regi- 
ment of  sharpshooters : 

Kingman,  Albert  H.  Age  27;  enl.  Aug.  2S,  '61;  must,  out  Sept.  9,  '64. 
Kingsbury,  Reuel  H.   Age  29;  enl.  .Aug.  30,  '61;  disch.  disab.  Dec.  24, 

'62,  Falmouth,  Va. 
Nye,  Charles  H.    .\ge  24;  enl.  Aug.  2,S,  '61;  app.  corp.;  app.  sergt.  Jan. 

1,  '63;  disch.  Sept.  8,  '64,  near  Petersburg.  Va.,  term  exp. 

UNITED  STATES  COLORED  TROOPS. 

Three  men  from  Keene  held  commissions  in  the  United 
States  colored  troops : 

Healey,  Daniel  K.  From  Fourteenth  X.  H.  V.;  Sixth  Infantry;  app.  2d 
Heut.  .Aug.  28,  '63.  1st.  lieut.  Oct.  13.  '64;  wd.  Feb.  if,  '65,  near 
Fort  Fisher,  N.  C:  disch,  Xov.  1  7,  '65. 
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Ihiiil,  Wrnicn  H.  i^rom  Sii-oiid  X.  H.  V.;  Co.  A,  Twenly-thinl  Infantry; 
iiiu.si.  in  MS  ls(  liciit.  I^t-c.  IS,  '(VA,  cn\)t.  Co.  H.,  Au;^.  9,  '04;  must. 

out  Nov.  ;;(),  '1.'). 

Siiiilli,  S.'nniiil  -M     I'rorn   I'ourltciitli  X.  H.  V.;  jif.;e  29;  ni>]>.  c.-ijit.  Co. 

H.  Tliirtv-SL'conil  hifaiUrv  March  IS,  '04;  must,  out  Aug.  22, '65.  Sec 
Third  N.'ll.  V. 

VETERAN  KKSEKYE  CORPS. 

Earl\'  in  1803  an  "Invalid  CorjjS "  was  organized  by 
the  war  <k'partnient  —  the  name  afterward  changed  to 
"Veteran  Reserve  Corps"  —  consisting  of  officers  and  men 
who  had  been  discharged  on  account  of  wounds  or  sick- 
ness and  desired  to  reenter  the  service.  The  more  able- 
bodied  and  effective  ones  were  emplo3'ed  in  guard  and 
provost  dut}' ;  those  more  enfeebled  in  hospitals,  as  cooks, 
nurses  and  orderlies.  The  names  of  those  from  Keene  are 
given  below,  being  privates  and  residents  of  Keene  unless 
otherwise  stated : 

Hrittoii,  John  L.  From  Second  N.  H.  Y.;  res.  after  the  war,  Keene  and 
Surry;  enl.  Dec.  15,  '63;  disch.  disab.  May  27,  '65,  Concord. 

Carroll.  Thomas.  From  Si.xth  N.  II.  V.;  eiil.  Dec.  16,  '63;  disch.  disab. 
Oct.  2G,  *64,  Washintrton,  D.  C. 

Clement,  F>eiijnnjin  F.  Fr<iin  Sixth  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Sept.  2,  '64;  disch. 
disab.  r>ec.  20,  '64. 

Crown,  Andrew  j.    From  Fifth  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Dec.  11,  '63;  disch.  Nov. 

I. 3,  '05,  Concord. 

Dnnlap,  Whitney.  From  Second  N.  H.  V.;  enl.  Dec.  22,  '63;  disch.  disab. 
Jinie  3,  '6i,  Concord. 

Beaton,  George  S.  From  Second  N.  II.  V.;  eul.  Dec.  11,  '63;  disch.  disab. 
Nov.  28,  '64,  Concord. 

Hoti^ihton,  Abel,    From  Fifth  N.  H.  V.:  enl.  Dec.  22,  '63;  disch.  disab. 

July  24,  '65,  Washington,  D.  C. 

jolley,  Joseph.  From  Ninth  N.  H.  V.;  cid.  Dec.  11,  '63;  disch.  disab.  Oct. 
21,  '64,  Concord. 

I'rcssler,  Christian.  From  Second  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Dec.  11,  '63;  app.  corp. 
Dec.  10,  '64;  app.  sergt.  May  2,  '65;  disch.  Nov.  13,  '65,  Con- 
cord. 

Rahn,  William.    From  Sixth  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Dec.  23,  '63;  disch.  Nov.  15, 

'65,  Hosion. 

Smith,  James  H.  From  Sixth  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Sept.  2,  '64;  disch.  Nov.  14, 
'65,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Starkey,  Joseph  S.  From  Sixth  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Dec.  11,  '63;  disch.  disab. 
Maj'  10,  'fio.  Concord. 

Sumner,  Alonzo  D.    From  Second  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Dec.  31,  '63;  disch. 

disab.  May  16,  '65,  Concord. 

Thompson,  Henry  A.  From  Second  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Dec.  11,  '63;  app. 
corp.;  disch.  Nov.  13,  "65. 

White,  Shnbacl.  From  Second  and  Sixth  N.  H.  Y.;  enl.  Dec.  29,  '63; 
disch.  disab.  Oct.  1,  '64,  Concord. 
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UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

Eleven  men  from  Keene  served  in  the  United  States 
navy,  as  follows : 

Bates,  Frederick  W.  Age  19;  enl.  Ang.  9,  '02,  for  1  yr.,  as  landsman; 
served  on  V.  S.  ships  Ohio,  Princeton,  Juniata  and  Heiidrick  Hud- 
son, discli.  Se))t.  2,  '63,  term  ex]). 

Bates,  Frederick  \V.  Age  20;  enl.  Sept.  2,  '64,  for  1  3'r.,  as  landsman; 
served  on  U.  S.  ships  Yandalia,  Beauregard  and  Somerset;  discb., 
reduction  of  naval  force,  June  27,  'G5. 

Cawley,  George.  Age  21;  b.  Keene;  enl.  at  Boston,  May  11,  '61,  for  1 
yr.,  as  landsman;  served  on  U.  S.  ships  Ohio,  Massachusetts  and 
Mississippi,  where  he  last  appears  on  roll  Alar.  15,  'G3. 

Darling,  J.  Homer.  App.  act,  asst.  surg.  Dec.  4,  '63;  served  on  U.  S. 
ships  Ohio,  Clyde  and  Pursuit;  liiscii.  Dec.  12,  '65.  See  misccl. 
org. 

Drummer,  Charles  H.  Age  23;  eul.  .^ug.  9,  '62,  for  1  yr.,  as  landsman; 
served  on  U.  S.  ships- Ohio  and  Housatonic;  disch.  disab.  Sept.  21, 
'63.    See  First  and  Fourth  N.  H.  Y. 

Gilson,  Edward.  .Age  35;  b.  Keene;  enl.  at  Boston,  Jan.  13,  '62,  as  sea- 
man, for  2  yrs.;  served  on  U.  S.  shii)s  Ohio  and  Kearsarge;  disch. 
Jan,  26,  '63,  from  the  Kearsarge. 

Gregory,  Frank.  Age  30;  b.  Keene;  enl.  at  Chicago,  Dec.  15,  '62,  for  1 
yr.,  as  hospital  steward;  served  on  U.  S.  ship  Curlew;  disch.  disab. 
Sept.  1,  '63. 

Hayes,  Joseph  R.  Age  19;  b.  Maine;  cred.  Keene;  enl.  Aug.  10,  '64,  for 
1  yr.,  as  landsman;  served  on  U.  S.  ships  North  Carolina  and  Fort 
Jackson;  disch,  Aug.  IS,  '64.  See  Fourteenth  N.  H.  V.  and  miscel. 
org. 

Hunt,  Ferdinand  K,   Age  21;  eul.  Aug.  9,  '62,  for  1  yr.,  as  landsman; 

served  on  U.  S.  ships  Ohio  and  Mohican;  disch.  May  11,  '64,  term 

exp.   See  First  N.  H.  Cav. 
Kellogg,  James  B.   Age  22;  enl.  Aug.  23,  '62,  for  1  _yr.,  as  landsman; 

served  on  U.  S.  ships  Ohio,  Princeton  and  Mohican;  disch.  Maj'  11, 

'64,  terra  exp. 

Lang,  William  H.    Age  21;  enl.  Aug.  9,  '62,  for  1  _vr.,  as  landsman; 

served  on  U.  S.  ships  Ohio  and  Housatonic;  disch.  Sept.  17,  '63;  died, 

at  Keene,  I^Iarch  25,  '64. 
Mason,  Andrew  R.   Age  2S;  enl.  Sept.  27,  '62,  for  1  yr.,  as  landsman; 

served  on  IT.  S.  ships  Ohio  and  San  Jacinto;  disch.  Feb.  6,  '64,  term 

esp. 

Prentiss,  George  A.  Regular  ofBcer.  B.  Keene ;  res.  Keene ;  app.  midship- 
man March  21,  '25;  passed  midshipman  June  4,  '31;  lieut.  Feb.  9, 
'37;  commander  Sept.  14,  ','^5;  retired  Oct.  24,  '64;  app.  commodore; 
retired  Sept.  26,  '66 ;  died  April  S,  '68,  in  South  Carolina. 

Sebastian,  Samuel.  Age  23;  b.  Keene;  enl.  at  Boston,  Aug.  9,  '62,  for  1 
yr.,  as  landsman;  served  on  U.  S.  ships  Ohio  and  Mohican;  disch. 
May  14,  '64,  term  exp. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ORGANIZATIONS. 

The  names  of  citizens  of  Keene  who  served  in  various 
New  Hampshire  organizations  not  already  mentioned,  or 
in  those  of  other  states,  or  the  United  States,  and  those 
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who  rose  to  !ii;;!K-r  than  rc!j;inicntnl  rank,  arc  as  follows, 
l)C'inu  privates  and  residents  of  Keene  unless  otherwise 
stated  : 

Itonkii.  Aii^zuslii).  Co.  F;  l-''ifty-sevciith  Mass.  Inf.;  age  IS;  res.  Keene; 
trc'<i.  \\'iiMlsar.  Mass.;  enl.  NTarch  IS,  'G4-,  for  3  vrs.;  wil.;  must,  out 
Julv  30,  T..'). 

Uoylc,  George  \.  Co.  C.  First  K.  1.  Liglit  Art.;  ape  29;  enl.  Anj,'.  25, 
'01,  for  3  yrs.;  inusl.  as  artificer;  discli.  Aug.  27,  '64-. 

CatJv.  .\ll)Cmarlc.  Sixth  Inf.  L'.  S.  arinj-;  b.  Keene,  1809;  re.s.  New 
H;im])shire ;  eailet,  West  Point  Military  Academv,  Julv  1,  1S25;  app. 
I'd  licut.  jul>  1,  '29,  1st  lieut.  Dec.  31.  '3G,  capt.  Jtily  7,  '38.  bvt. 
major  Sept.  8,  '47,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  iu  the  battle 
of  Molino  (lei  Ivey ;  app.  inai<jr  Sixth  Inf.  Jan.  27,  '53,  lieut.  col. 
Seventh  Inf.  June  6,  'fil.  col.  Eighth  Inf.  Oct.  20,  '63;  retired  May 
18,  'G4-;  bvt.  brig.  gcu.  V .  S.  army  M:irch  13,  'G.'),  for  long  and  faith- 
ful service  in  the  arm}'.    (Died  Mnr.  14,  '88,  Xew  Haven,  Ct.) 

Campbell,  fames.  Co.  H,  Eighth  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  19;  enl.  Julv  IG, 
(U,  for'lOO  days;  must,  out  Nov.  10,  '64. 

Carlin,  Thomas  P.  Twelfth  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  22;  b.  Keene;  res.  Keene; 
ered.  Brooklinc.  Mass.;  enl.  Sept.  25,  *G3;  must,  out  June  29,  'G5. 

Carter,  Solon  .1.  TJ.  S.  Vols.;  b.  Leominster,  Mass.;  res.  Keene;  age  27; 
app.  capt..  assistant  ndjtitant  general,  July  15,  'C4;  resigned  J nly  3, 
'05;  bvt.  major  and  It.  col.  to  date  March  13,  '05,  for  gallant  and 
nieritorions  services  during  the  war.    See  Fourteenth  N.  H.  V. 

Ciapp,  William  M.  Co.  G,  Fifth  Mass.  Vol.  lut;  age  26;  res.  Marl- 
borough, Mass.,  after  the  war  Keene;  enl.  April  19,  '61,  for  3  raos.; 
must,  out  Juh-  31,  '61,  term  exp. 

Cross,  Charles  R,  R.  I.  Co.,  First  New  Eng.  Cav.:  age  23;  enl.  Dec.  11, 
'01,  for  3  yrs.;  app.  corp.;  cai>td.  June  18,  '03;  exch.;  reenl.  Jan  5, 
'64;  must,  out  Aug.  3,  '65. 

Darling,  J.  IJomer.  Field  aud  staff;  Fifty-first  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  24; 
res.  Kindge,  after  the  war,  Keene;  app.  assistant  surg.  Nov.  4,  '62; 
must,  in  for  9  snos.;  must,  out  July  27,  '03.    See  U.  S.  navy. 

Dickinson,  Elmer  F.  Twenty-third  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  21;  b.  Keene;  res. 
Swanzey;  enl.  Jnh-  28,  '()2,  for  3  yrs;  ajsp.  corp.;  wd.  May  16,  '64; 
died,  wds.  June  IS,  '04,  New  York. 

Dickinson,  James  W.  Twenty-third  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  16;  b.  Keene; 
res.  Swanzev ;  enl.  for  3  vrs.;  must,  in  Julv  30,  '62:  disch.  disab.  May 
2S,  '63. 

Dinsmoor,  George  K.  Field  and  staff;  Twentieth  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  24; 
app.  assist,  surg.  IMarch  31,  '05;  disch.  July  15,  '65.  See  First  N.  H. 
Cav. 

Farwell,  Miles.  Field  aud  staff;  Sixtv-first  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  34;  app. 
0.  M.  Seirt.  22,  '04;  transf.  to  Co.  D,  as  1st  lieut.;  to  Co.  E;  must, 
out  June  4,  'G5. 

Fowler,  Eugene  A.    Eighth  Mass.  Vol.  Inf;  age  19;  enl.  July  15,  '64; 

must,  out  Nov.  10,  '64, 
tTriffin.  Simon  G.    I'.  S.  V.;  age  39;  res.  Concord,  after  the  war,  Keene; 

app.  brig.  gen.  May  12,  "04,  bvt.  maj.  gen.  April  2,  '65,  for  gallant 

and  nieritorions  conduct  in  the  assault  Irora  Fort  Sedgwick,  Va.; 

must,  out  Aug.  24,  '65.    See  Second  and  Sixth  N.  H.  V. 
Handy,  George  E.    First  Inf.  U.  S.  Vols;  a?e  20;  app.  2d  lieut.  Aug.  28, 

'64;  must,  out  May  10,  '60.    Sec  Fifth"  N.  H.  V. 
Hatch,  Frank  E.    Co.  A,  Fifteenth  iMass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  18;  enl.  July  30, 

'61,  for  3  yrs.;  transf.  to  I.  C.  Feb.  15,  '64;  no  further  record. 
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Halves,  Joseph  R.    Co.  H,  Eleventh  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  .-ipe  18;  enl.  Sept.  1,'Gl, 

for  3  rrs.;  captd.  Feb.  '02;  ])aru]ed ;   disch.  Alay  22,  '62;  su])posed 

identical  with  Joseph  B.  Ha>es,  Fourteenth  X.  H.  Y.  See  U.  S.  navy. 
Henr3'.  James,  Jr.   Co.  G,  First  R.  1.  \'ol.  Inf.;  age  25;  enl.  April  17,  '61, 

for  3  mos.;  ;ipp.  sergt.;  must,  out  Aus;.  2,  '(51,  term  exp. 
Holmes,  George.     Co.  B,  Twenty -eighth   Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  21  ;  enl. 

March  15,  '64-,  for  3  yrs.;  reported  on  roll  Jutie  30,  '65,  as  nlwent 

sick  since  .April  30,  'G4-;  no  further  record. 
Kidder,  James  F.    Co.  E,  Thirtieth  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  24;  enl.  Oct.  7, 

'61,  for  3  yrs.;  must,  in  as  sergt.;  wd.  July  13,  '03;  reenl.  Jan.  1, 

'G-t,  cred.  Boston,  Mass.;  app.  1st  sergt.  Jan.  1,  "G-i;   wd.  Oct.  24, 

'64;  app.  com.  sergt.  March  20,  '65,  2d  lieut.  .\])rii  2,  '65,  1st  lieut. 

Jan.  25,  '66;  must,  ont  July  5,  '60. 
Lamsen,  John  L.   Co.  T,  Twenty-fifth  Mass.  Vol.  Inf;  age  43;  enl.  Oct. 

2,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  died  June  1,  '62,  Newberne,  X.  C. 
O'Brien,  James,  J f.     Co.  H,  Twenty-third  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.;  age  19;  enl. 

July  IS,  '62,  for  3  yrs.;  wd.  Dec.  16,  '62:  disch.  disab.  Aj>ril  15,  '63. 
O'Brien.  John.     Co,  I,  Twentv-eighth  Alass.  Vol.  Tnf;  age  19;  enl.  Oct. 

13,  '61,  for  3  yrs.;  wd.  Juiie  16,  '62;  disch.  disab.  Jan.  24,  '63.  See 

Fourteenth  X.  H.  V. 
Parker,  William  H.     Co.  I,  Sixth  IJ.  S.  Vol.  Tnf;  age  20;  app.  2d  lieut. 

April  23,  '65,  bvt.  1st  lient.;  disch.  Oct.  15,  'OG.     See  Second  and 

Fourteenth  X.  H.  V. 
Rines,  George  W.     Co.  D,  Tenth  Vt.  Vols.;  age  24;  enl.  July  14,  '62; 

must,  as  sergt.;  reduced  to  the  ranks  jan.  17,  '03;  transf.  to  1.  C. 

Sept.  1,  '62;  disch.  July  12,  '65.    See  First  X.  II.  V. 
Robbins,  Isaiah,  Jr.    Read's  Co.  Third  Mass.  Cav.;  age  22;  enl.  Sept,  27, 

'61,  for  3  vrs,;  must,  as  corp.;  disch.  disab.  fulv  15,  '62,  New  Orleans. 

See  Fifth  N.  H.  V. 

Twitcbell,  George  B.     U.  S.  V.;  app.  major  and  surgeon  Jan.  7,  '63; 

disch.  Oct.  15,  '63.   See  Thirteenth  N.  H.  V. 
Wheeler,  Solon.    Co.  I,  Twenty-fifth  Mass.  Vol.  Inf;  age  IS;  enl.  Oct.  1, 

'61,  for  3  vrs.;  reenl.  Dec.  17,  '63;  cred.  Berhn,  .Mass.;  must,  out  Jul}- 

13,  '65, 

The  militar3-  records,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  of 

natives  of  Keene,  or  residents  of  the  town  in  earl_v  life, 

who  .served  in  organizations  of  other  states  and  whose 

names  are  not  on  New  Hampshire  rolls,  are  as  follows: 

Briggs,  Joseph  W.  Born  in  Keene,  in  business  here  when  a  young  man; 
res.  Chicago,  111. 

Burt,  William  H.  Admitted  to  practice  as  a  lawyer  in  Keene,  1S55;  res. 
St.  Paul,  Minn-.;  enl.  Aug.  7,  '62.  in  Seventh  Minn.  Vol.  liif ;  app. 
capt.  Aug.  21,  '62;  app.  major  Xov.  3,  '63;  served  in  the  South- 
west, in  the  Sixteenth  corps;  must,  out  .\ug.  16,  '65, 

Dean,  Bradlev.  Born  in  Keene,  1840;  res.  Boston;  enl.  May,  '62,  in 
Thirty-third  Mass.  \'ol.  Inf;  app.  1st  lieut.  Julv  1,  '62;  transf  to 
Forty-first  ilass.  Inf  Nov.  27,  '62;  sent  to  New  Orleans;  —  regt. 
changed  to  Third  ISIass.  Cavalry  June  17,  'G3;  —  app.  capt.  Co.  L 
Sept,  1,  '63;  wd.  sev.,  Port  Hudson;  joined  Sheridan's  army  in  Shen- 
andoah valle}'  in  1S64;  wd.  sev.,  Cedar  Creek;  must,  out  f>ec.  27, 
'64,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  militar}^  records,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  of 
those  who  are  at  present  or  htive  for  man\'  years  been 
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citizens  of  Kecne,  who  served  in  organizations  of  other 
slates,  or  of  the  United  States,  and  whose  names  do  not 
.'i])]Kar  on  the  New  Hampshire  rolls,  are  as  follows: 

Ad.-ujis,  William  H.;  Sixteenth  Vt.  Inf.— Aiken,  Enoch;  First  Vt.  Cav. 

—  Baker,  lidward;  Hlcvciith  Vt.  Inf.— I'>anj-ea,  Lewis;  Fifth  Vt.  Inf. — 
Bisscll,  Emerson  E.;  Fifty-third  Mass.  luf.— Houvier,  Peter;  Fifth  Vt.  Inf. 

—  P.r}-aut,  Calvin  K.;  Twenty-seventh  Alass.  Inf. —  Casey,  John;  Seventh 
Vt.  hif- Chandler,  Wilhum  P..;  Third  Vt.  Inf.— Chandler,  Wilbur  F.; 
Fifteenth  Vt.  Inf— Clark,  M.  V.  B.;  Sixteenth  Vt.  Inf;  enl.  Aug.  12,  'G2; 
app.  .serg^t.;  prom,  to  1st  sergt.  March  1,  '63;  must,  out  Sept.  10,  'G3. — 
Collins,  William  I>.;  Sixteenth  N.  Y.  II.  Art. —  Crocker,  George  IL; 
Twenty-ninth  U.  S.  H.  Art.— Darling,  La  Forrest  C;  Twelfth  Vt.  Inf.— 
Derby,  Webster  D.;  Second  Vt.  Inf. —  Dickinson,  Daniel;  Fifteenth  Mass. 
Inf.— Dow,  George  C:  Fifth  Vt.  Inf.— Edson,  Albert  .\.;  Second  Mass.  H. 
Art.— Foskett,  lyiberty  W.;  Thirty-sixth  Mass.  Inf.;  enl.  Aug.  2,  'G2;  age 
22;  prom,  to  corp.;  sergt.,  1st  sergt.  and  2d  lieut.,  but  not  must,  as 
latter;  must,  out  as  1st  sergt.  June  8,  '65. —  Gates,  Horace  G.;  Fifteenth 
Vt.  Inf, —  Goodwin,  Charles  L.:  Fifteenth  Mass.  Inf. —  Gould,  George  W.; 
Ninth  Vt.  Inf— Graves,  Wiliard  R.;  Fourteenth  Vt.  Inf.— Griffith,  Henry 
L.;  First  R.  1.  Battery.— Griswold,  Francis  D.;  First  Mass.  H.  Art.— 
Harvey,  James  C.;  Seventh  R.  I.  Inf. —  Hersey,  Charles  H.;  U.  S.  navy. — 
Irish,  Horace  N.;  First  Vt.  Cav. — Johnson,  Charles  L.;  Ninth  Vt.  Inf. — 
King,  David  C:  Fifteenth  Vt.  Inf.— King,  John;  Ninth  Vt.  Inf.— King, 
Wallace  k.\  Seventh  R.  I.  Inf. —  Kingsbury,  George  S.;  Sixteenth  Vt.  Inf. 

—  Kirk,  Reuben  S.;  Tenth  Vt.  Inf. —  Knapp,  Clark  A.;  Second  Mass.  H. 
Art. — Leahey,  Thomas  F.;  unassigned  Vt. —  Lesnre,  John  G.;  Eighth  Vt. 
Inf. —  Merrill,  Solomon  F.;  Fourth  Vt.  Inf.;  musician. —  Metcalf,  Albert  W'.; 
Twelfth  Vt.  Inf— .Morse,  Levi  M.  (or  W.);  U.  S.  navy.— Morrill,  Josiah 
M.;  Fifteenth  Mas.s.  Inf.— Murdick,  Oliver  P.;  Seventh  VL  Inf.— Olcott, 
Brainerd  T.;  Eighth  Vt.  Inf. —  Parker,  Addison  L.;  Thirty-second  Mass. 
Inf — Pierce,  Nelson  J.;  Thirty-sixth  Mass.  Inf — Stiles,  Ambrose  A.; 
Fourth  Vt.  Inf.— Stiles,  Lester  K.;  First  Vt.  Cav.— St.  John,  David; 
Second  Vt.  Light  Battery.— Shedd,  Charles  W.;  Fonrteenth  Vt.  Inf.,  for 
9  mos.;  ]>rom.  to  l.st  sergt.;  disch.  exp.  term;  reenl.  1st  Vt.  Cav.,  to  end 
of  war.— Stowell,  Martin  A.;  Third  Vt.  Inf.— Thomas,  William  B.;  Second 
Vt.  Inf.— WMieeler,  Wesley  H.;  U.  S.  navy.— Whipple,  Alfred  P.;  Second 
-Mass.  Inf. —  Wood,  George  C;  First  Mass.  Battery. —  Wood,  John  E.; 
First  Mass.  II.  Art. 

TOWN  AND   PUBLIC  AFFAIRS. 

The  year  1865  opened  with  the  Confederate  army  still 
holding  its  lines  before  Petersburg  with  unyielding  tenacity, 
with  a  call  from  President  Lincoln  for  300,000  more  men 
for  one,  two  and  three  years,  and  with  brisk  recruiting 
throtighout  the  North.  Frequent  public  meetings  were 
held  in  Keene  to  encourage  enlistments  and  to  provide 
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monej-  for  hiring  recruits  and  for  aiding  the  families  of 
volunteers.  The  paper  currencj'  of  the  government  was  so 
depreciated  that  gold  sold  at  a  premium  of  more  than 
two  hundred  per  cent,  and  prices  of  commodities  were 
enormously  high ;  but  that  depreciation  compelled  large 
issues  of  paper  money,  made  it  plentiful  among  the  people, 
and  provided  an  excellent  opportunity'  for  paying  off 
indebtedness;  and  business  of  nearly  all  kinds  was  exceed- 
ingly profitable  —  in  that  currency.  Heavy  income  and 
other  special  taxes  were  levied  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
and  bonds  were  issued  which  the  people  promptly  took 
(the  earlier  ones  at  a  discount  from  their  face  value),  to 
aid  the  government.  Nearly  a  million  dollars'  worth  of 
those  bonds  were  taken  by  the  three  banks  in  Keene  — 
each  of  which  adopted  the  United  States  regulation  and 
became  a  national  bank  —  and  by  individuals  through 
those  b'anks.  The  Cheshire  bank  was  made  a  United 
States  depositary-  and  received  and  transmitted  internal 
revenue  to  the  amount  of  nearh-  $700,000  during  this 
year  and  the  ones  following  it  under  the  operation  of 
that  law. 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  town  raised  and  appropri- 
ated ten  thousand  dollars  towards  paying  town  debts  and 
interest,  and  three  thousand  dollars  to  aid  the  families  of 
volunteers.  The  Union  candidate  for  member  of  congress 
received  614  votes  in  Keene  to  240  for  his  opponent. 

Petersburg  and  Richmond  were  taken  on  Sunday 
morning,  April  2.  The  news  reached  Keene  at  noon  on 
Monday,  "and  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  our 
streets  resounded  with  joyful  noises.  One  hundred  guns 
were  fired  in  honor  of  the  event,  flags  were  displayed, 
drums  beat,  bonfires  were  kindled,  and  the  din  of  jubila- 
tion was  kept  up  till  midnight."  (Sentinel.)  There  was 
great  rejoicing  throughout  the  North.  In  the  larger  cities 
business  was  suspended,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  \'illage 
of  five  hundred  inhabitants  in  the  loyal  states  that  did 
not  have  its  demonstrations  of  rejoicing.  And  these  were 
supplemented  by  generous  contributions  to  the  sanitary' 
and  Christian  commissions  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  and  suffering  refugees. 
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Lee  surrendered  on  the  9th  of  Ap»nl.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  the  news  in  Kcenc  ])reparations  were  made  for  a  g^rand 
jiil)ilation,  and  on  Friday  evening  the  progr.am  was  carried 
out  as  planned.  "The  village  of  Kcene  was  probably 
never  so  generally'  and  brilliantly  illuminated  as  it  was  on 
Friday  evening  last,  in  honor  of  the  recent  splendid  Union 
Tictories  achieved  in  Virginia.  The  Court  House,  Hotels, 
Town  Hall,  and  nearly  all  the  stores,  shops  and  dwelling 
houses  were  literally  in  a  blaze.  The  streets  were  thronged 
with  people  from  this  and  neighboring  towns,  and  the  fire 
companies  from  Keene,  Troy,  Ashuelot  and  Bellows  Falls, 
1)earing  torches,  marched  through  the  principal  streets, 
accompanied  hy  the  Ashburnham  Band  and  other  music. 
The  fireworks  prepared  and  managed  b}^  a  gentleman  from 
Boston,  added  much  to  the  excitement  and  pleasure  of  the 
evening.  The  whole  affair  was  eminently  successful." 
(Sentinel,  April  20.) 

But  at  the  x&cy  hour  when  that  jubilation  was  in 
progress  President  Lincoln  was  assassinated.  Rqoicing 
was  at  once  tiirrsed  into  mourning.  The  next  Wednesday, 
the  19th,  w-as  named  by  the  national  authorities  as  the 
day,  and  12  o'clock,  noon,  the  hour  for  the  funeral  obse- 
quies of  the  beloved  president  to  be  held  throughout  the 
countf}-.  in  Kecne  they  were  appropriately  observed. 
Services  w-ere  held  in  all  the  churches,  w^hich  were  draped 
in  mourning  as  well  as  many  of  the  residences,  places  of 
business  were  closed,  minute  guns  were  fired  and  bells 
tolled.   At  Dr.  Barstow-'s  church  five  persons  were 

present  who  had  attended  the  funeral  services  in  honor  of 
George  Washington  in  the  same  church,  in  December,  1799. 
They  were  Hon.  John  Prentiss,  Noah  R.  Cooke,  Esq.,  and 
Mrs.  Elijah  Parker,  daughter  of  Rev.  Aaron  Hall,  of  Keene; 
and  Abijah  Ellis  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Nims,  widow  of  the  late 
Matthew  Nims,  of  Roxbury. 

At  its  session  in  June  the  legislature  passed  "An  Act 
to  establish  the  City  of  Keene,"— subject  to  the  vote  of 
the  town.  It  was  published  in  full  in  the  local  papers 
and  thoroughly  discussed.  At  a  legal  meeting  on  the 
19th  of  August  the  town  voted  not  to  adopt  the  act,  411 
to  24-1. 
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On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  October,  1865,  the  entire 
group  of  buildings  on  the  east  side  of  the  Square,  between 
the  Cheshire  Hotise  and  the  town  hall,  was  destro3^cd  bv 
fire.  It  consisted  of  Richards's  block  (formerh-  Lamson's) 
on  the  corner  of  Roxbury  street ;  the  handsome  iron  front 
building  of  the  Messrs.  Colonj^  of  the  Cheshire  Mills  of 
Harrisville;  and  the  Shelly  and  Sawyer  block.  The  small 
wooden  building  owned  by  Thomas  M.  Edwards  and  occu- 
pied b3'  the  post  office  was  demolished  to  save  the  town 
hall.  It  was  believed  that  all  except  Richards's  block, 
where  the  fire  originated,  might  have  been  saved  but  for 
the  failure  of  the  supply  of  water.  Man^'  of  the  occupants 
lost  heavily.  The  total  loss  was  nccirly  $70,000,  about 
one-half  of  which  was  covered  by  insurance.  The  post  office 
was  removed  to  the  northwest  corner  room  in  Elliot's 
block,  on  West  street,  now  the  Chinese  laundry. 

In  November  there  was  an  escape  of  a  convict  from 
the  jail  in  Keene  so  remarkable  as  to  be  worthy  of  record. 

Mark  Shinborn  (Maximillian  Schoenbein),  an  educated 
German,  came  to  this  country'  about  1860.  He  was  then 
twentj'-two  years  old,  of  agreeable  manners,  neatly  dressed, 
a  gambler,  living  in  first-class  hotels ;  and  he  became  the 
ostensible  owner  of  a  fine  farm  and  mansion  near  Saratoga, 
N.  Y.  He  worked  for  a  short  term  in  the  shops  of  the 
Lilly  Safe  Co.  to  learn  the  combination  of  locks.  In  Nov- 
ember, 1864,  he  robbed  the  savings  bank  at  Walpole,  N.  H., 
of  about  $40,000  — entering  the  house  of  B.  F.  Aldrich, 
the  treasurer,  and  taking  the  keys  from  his  pocket.  He 
was  arrested  at  Saratoga  in  May,  1865,  and  brought  to 
Keene  for  trial,  where  he  attracted  much  attention,  par- 
ticularly from  young  w^omen.  He  was  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  the  state  prison  for  ten  years.  Ou  the  day  of  his 
sentence,  when  his  supper  was  taken  to  him,  he  presented  a 
revolver  (given  him  by  an  accomplice  after  the  conviction) 
and  walked  out  of  the  jail,  kept  his  pursuers  at  hay,  passed 
through  Beaver  street  and  over  Beech  hill  through  the 
woods.  He  was  rearrested  at  Malone,  N.  Y.,  and  brought 
to  Keene  in  February,  1866,  and  taken  to  the  prison  at 
Concord;  but  by  the  aid  of  friends  outside  he  escaped  in 
D«:eraber  of  that  year.   In  his  robberj'  at  Walpole  he  was 
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assisted  l)v  Geort;c-  Miles  White,  who  kejjt  a  store  at  West- 
moreland Depot  —  liad  kept  a  ])ul)lic  house  at  Alstead  — 
and  was  siiperinteiulent  of  a  Sunday  sehool  at  Westniore- 
l.'uid;  and  it  was  said  that  ihcy  were  aided  and  abetted 
b\'  Kcv.  Charles  Greenwood,  for  three  years  a  minister  at 
Westmoreland,  who  was  afterwards  believed  to  be  guilty 
of  both  arson  and  theft  in  Kcene.  White  was  tried  with 
Shinborn,  but  the  evidence  was  not  sufFieient  to  convict 
hint.  After  his  escape  from  the  ])rison  at  Concord,  Shin- 
born  learned  through  his  "pals"  (who  had  alreadj'  made 
one  attempt  to  secure  the  booty,  on  the  5tli  of  December) 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  was  deposited  in  the  Ashuelot 
l)ank  at  Keene.  He  came  to  Keene  and  spent  several 
weeks,  in  all.  boarding  at  the  Cheshire  House.  In  some 
wa^'  he  secured  imjjrcssions  in  wax  of  the  keys  of  the  bank 
—  it  is  l)e]ievcd  b\-  entering  the  house  of  the  cashier,  as  at 
Walpole,  and  taking  the  keys  from  his  pocket  — returned 
to  New  York  and  made  his  kc3'S  and  came  back  for  his 
boot\-.  These  operations  re(juircd  three  several  trips  be- 
tween New  York  and  Keene  to  alia}'  suspicion  and  prepare 
all  his  kej-s.  The  stor\'  of  this  burglary,  as  told  by  his 
accomplice,  is  that  upon  gaining  entrance  to  the  bank  safe 
the  first  time  he  found  onh-  one  thousand  dollars  in  money; 
that  being  a  "high-toned"  robber  he  disdained  to  steal  so 
paltr_v  a  sum,  preferring  to  wait  for  the  larger  sum  ex- 
pected, and  went  away  without  creating  suspicion;  that 
upon  a  second  entry  he  found  so  large  a  sum,  in  currency, 
that  he  did  not  dare  burden  himself  with  so  bulk\'  a  pack- 
age, and  that,  without  taking  any  of  it,  he  returned  to 
New  Y'ork  to  make  arrangements  for  its  removal,  but 
other  operations  intervened,  he  had  to  evade  the  officers 
of  the  law,  and  he  never  got  the  mone^'. 

He  committed  manj-  other  robberies,  among  them  that 
of  the  Ocean  bank.  New  Y''ork,  where  he  secured,  according 
to  report,  about  one  million  dollars  and  escaped  detection. 
He  then  went  to  Europe,  lived  in  Bmssells,  bought  the 
title  of  count,  gambled  away  his  fortune,  took  to  robbery 
again,  was  arrested  and  sent  to  prison  for  fourteen  3-ears, 
but  was  pardoned  in  less  than  four  3'ears  for  divulging  the 
name  of  bis  iiecomplicc,  an   American.     He  caused  the 
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report  of  his  death  to  be  circulated,  came  back  to  this 
country  and  renewed  his  robberies,  was  arrested  b3''  the 
Pinkerton  agency  in  1895,  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  prison  for  four  years  and  eight  months.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term  — then  sixty -eight  3-ears  old  —  he  was  re- 
arrested for  the  Walpole  robbery  and  recommitted  to  the 
prison  at  Concord,  where  he  is  at  the  present  time  serving 
out  his  term;  —  although  he  claims  that  he  is  not  Mark' 
Shinborn. 

The  civil  war  ended,  practicalh',  with  the  surrender  of 
Lee,  and  as  the  financial  and  other  matters  connected  with 
that  war  were  summed  up  at  the  close  of  1865,  it  was 
found  that  Keene  was  in  debt  for  money  borrowed  to  aid 
the  Union  cause,  in  addition  to  all  that  had  been  currently 
raised  and  expended  for  that  purpose,  $100,868.50.  The 
amount  of  bounties  the  town  had  paid  to  soldiers  was 
$110,984,  and  to  aid  the  families  of  soldiers  $40,515.86, 
the  most  of  the  latter  sum  being  reimbursed  by  the  state. 
"The  town  furnished  584  men  for  the  army  during  the 
war,  of  which  number  fortj'-eight  residents  of  Keene  died 
in  the  ser\-ice."    (Sentinel,  March  8,  1866.) 
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TOWN  AFFAIRS. 
1 800— 187  k 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  18GG  the  town  voted  to  raise 
and  appropriate  $15,000  towards  pa3'ing  the  town  debt 
and  interest;  and  again  voted,  492  to  294,  not  to  adopt 
a  cit}^  charter.  The  selectmen  were  instructed  to  ])uild  a 
receiving  tomb,  and  $700  were  appropriated  therefor. 

The  failure  of  the  water  supply  at  the  fire  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Square  in  18C5  gave  a  fresh  inif)ulse  to  the 
project  of  bringing  aqueduct  water  into  the  village.  The 
subject  had  pre\'iously  been  agitated  for  man^'  3'ears  in 
consequence  of  the  inadequate  supply  of  water  in  case  of 
fires,  and  for  manufacturing  and  other  purposes,  and  the 
first  action  of  the  town  in  relation  to  it  had  been  taken 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  1860,  when  the  town  voted 
•'That  it  is  expedient  to  introduce  into  the  compact  part 
of  the  Town  a  supply  of  water  for  the  extinguishment  of 
fires ;"  and  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed,  with  Wm. 
P.  Wheeler  chainrian,  to  report  a  plan  and  obtain  the 
necessary  legislation.  Action  was  again  taken  in  18G2  as 
stated,  but  the  enterprise  had  not  been  pushed,  and  active 
interest  in  it  had  lain  dormant  until  reawakened  by  the 
fire  of  1865.  At  this  annual  meeting  of  1866,  a  committee 
of  seven  was  chosen  to  take  the  whole  matter  into  con- 
sideration and  report  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  that 
purpose.  That  committee,  after  examining  several  bodies 
of  water,  reported  on  the  2d  of  June,  recommending 
■'Goose  pond"  as  the  source  of  supply;  but  an  adjourned 
meeting,  on  the  IGtli  of  the  same  month,  voted  to  post- 
pone the  whole  subject  indefinitely —  143  to  64. 

The  Fourth  of  July  was  celel^rated  in  Kecne  this  year, 
18GG.  The  day  opened  with  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the 
firing  of  a  national  salute.  At  9  o'clock  a  procession  of 
"Antiques  and  Horribles"  marched  through  the  streets, 
and  at  10  o'clock  there  was  a  pjirade  of  firemen  from 


TOWN  AFFAIRS.  531 

Fitchburg,  Ashburnham.  Troy  and  Keene,  with  military 
bands  from  Ashbtirnham,  Gardner,  Unionville  and  Keene. 
In  the  afternoon  there  was  a  trial  of  engines  —  the  old- 
fashioned  "tubs,"  operated  with  hand  brakes  —  in  which 
the  Fitchburg  company  won  the  first  prize,  throwing  water 
to  the  height  of  189  feet.  .\t  2  o'clock  an  oration  was 
delivered  in  the  town  hall  by  Rev.  William  Gay  lord,  and 
there  were  fireworks  in  the  evening.  Good  order  prevailed 
and  there  was  an  almost  total  absence  of  drunkenness  and 
rowdyism. 

During  this  season  and  the  following  one,  the  Cheshire 
railroad  expended  about  $80,000  in  building  shops  and 
making  improvements,  under  the  direction  of  Francis  A. 
Perry,  master  mechanic,  who  drew  the  plans  and  superin- 
tended the  work.  The  main  shop  was  415  feet  long  by 
52  to  65  feet  in  width.  Charles  Bridgman  also  built  his 
block  on  the  east  side  of  the  Square  during  that  season. 

Capt.  Jesse  Corbett,  very  aged,  a  prominent  man  in 
Keene  in  the  earh-  part  of  the  nineteenth  century —  captain 
of  the  Keene  Light  Infantry  and  a  puljlic  spirited  citizen 
—  died  in  August. 

In  January,  1867,  Mr.  George  K.  •  Wright  and  his 
brother,  Charles,  2d,  cut  and  hauled  to  Faulkner  & 
Colony's  mill  fourteen  logs  from  a  single  white  pine  tree 
and  its  two  main  branches.  The  tree  measured  121  feet  in 
height,  eighteen  and  one-half  feet  in  circumference  four  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  contained  9,000  feet  of  lumber  valued 
at  $140  standing.  The  tree  was  sold  for  $180,  delivered 
at  the  mill.  The  decayed  portion  was  estimated  at  800 
feet  more.  Its  age  was  calculated  from  its  rings  to  be 
about  three  hundred  years  —  "believed  to  be  the  oldest 
inhabitant  in  town,"  and  the  largest  tree  in  Cheshire 
county,  ^ 

The  town  having  been  indicted  for  allowing  the  two 
large  elm  trees  —  one  now  known  as  the  "Cooke  elm,"  the 
other  standing  in  the  sidewalk  near  St.  James' church  —  to 
stand  in  the  travelled  wa^',  an  article  was  inserted  in  the 
warrant  for  the  annual  meeting  of  1867  to  see  whether  or 
not  the  town  would  instruct  the  selectmen  or  highway 
surveyor  to  remove  those  trees.    On  that  article  the  town 
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"Voted,  Unanimously  that  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Agent 
Ije  instructed  to  j>rotect  and  defend"  tliose  trees  "from  all 
inditcnients  and  depredations  whatsoever."  The  trees  were 
defended  and  still  stand,  vigorous  and  thrifty. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  town  voted  "to  adopt  an 
act  entitled  'An  Act  to  establish  the  City  of  Keene,'"  — 
4-60  to  430.  But  a  petition  to  the  legislature  for  leave  to 
surrender  the  charter  was  imraediateh'  circulated,  signed 
by  about  600  legal  voters  of  Keene,  and  in  July  an  act 
was  |)assed  allowing  another  vote  on  the  question;  and  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  the  charter  was  rejected  by  a  vote 
of  700  to  378. 

At  the  organization  of  the  legislature  in  June,  1867, 
Gen.  S.  G.  Griffin,  of  Keene,  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
house  of  icprescntatives,  and  was  reelected  to  that  posi- 
tion in  1868. 

On  the  12th  of  August  the  large  shops  on  Mechanic 
street  were  destroyed  by  fire.  They  w^ere  occupied  by  Nims 
&  Crossficld  for  making  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  and  by 
several  smaller  manufacturing  concerns  and  individuals. 
The  houses  of  Mr.  Arba  Kidder  and  Mr.  John  F.  Prindell 
and  several  small  buildings  were  also  burned.  Loss,  $4-4,- 
300;  insured  for  $13,075.  The  fire  started  in  the  engine- 
house  of  Nims  t-c  Crossfiekl.  Soon  afterwards  a  corpora- 
tion was  formed,  called  the  Keene  Steam  Power  Company, 
which  rebuilt  the  mills  at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000. 

On  the  15th  and  16th  of  August  there  was  a  remark- 
abl}^  heav}'  fall  of  rain  extending  from  Maine  to  Virginia. 
Crops  were  destro\-cd  and  much  damage  was  done  by  the 
floods.  The  Concord  road  over  Beech  hill  was  completel3' 
washed  out  for  nearly  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in  length  and 
from  two  to  six  feet  in  depth.  A  neighboring  farmer 
estimated  that  five  hundred  thousand  loads  of  gravel 
would  be  required  to  fill  the  cavity;  but  the  road  w^as 
repaired  hj  cutting  it  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  channel 
made  by  the  flood. 

During  this  season  the  Unitarian  church  edifice  on  the 
comer  of  Main  and  Church  streets  was  repaired  and 
improved,  and  a  steeple  added  to  the  tower;  and  about 
sevent^^-five  new  houses  were  built  in  tow-n. 
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Notwithstauding  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
subject  in  1866,  the  demand  for  aqnednct  water  was 
imperative,  and  at  a  special  meeting  to  consider  that 
question  held  on  the  5th  of  October,  1867,  another  com- 
mittee of  seven  was  chosen  to  take  the  whole  matter  under 
consideration.  That  committee  reported  on  the  5th  of 
November  recommending  Goose  pond  as  the  source  of  water 
supply;  and  on  the  18th  of  December  the  town  voted  to 
purchase  Goose  pond,  and  a  committee  consisting  of 
Samuel  A.  Gerould,  Edward  Joslin,  Daniel  H.  Holbrook, 
Reuben  Stewart  and  George  Holmes  was  appointed  to 
empIo3^  engineers,  make  examinations  and  estimates,  and 
report  at  a  subsequent  meeting.  That  committee  reported 
on  the  13th  of  August  following,  and  the  town  then  voted, 
381  to  86,  to  construct  the  works.  A  committee  for  that 
purpose  was  chosen  consisting  of  Edward  Joslin,  Thomas 
H.  Leverett,  Samuel  A.  Gerould,  Daniel  H.  Holbrook  and 
George  W.  Ball.  A  contract  was  made  and  the  water  was 
introduced  in  November,  1869.  The  same  meeting  author- 
ized the  issue  of  bonds  for  a  locin  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  (the  sum  afterwards  increased  as  the  works  were 
extended)  and  chose  a  "water  loan  committee to  prepare 
and  sell  the  bonds,  consisting  of  Thomas  H.  Leverett, 
Royal  H.  Porter  and  George  W.  Tilden. 

On  the  1st  of  Juh%  1868,  the  semi-centennial  of  the 
settlement  of  Rev.  Dr.  Barstow  was  celebrated.  He  had 
been  settled  by  the  town,  and  the  commemoration  was 
made  a  towti  affair.  The  ceremonies  were  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  committee  of  tw-enty  gentlemen  and  ladies.  The 
interior  of  the  church  edifice  was  decorated,  and  embellished 
with  appropriate  inscriptions.  Religious  services  were  held 
in  the  forenoon,  at  which  Dr.  Barstow  preached  a  histori- 
cal sermon,  wearing  the  robes  in  vogue  at  the  time  of  his 
settlement,  and  the  choir  sang  two  of  the  anthems  used  at 
his  ordination.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises  a  procession 
of  about  600  persons  moved  from  the  church  to  the  town 
hall  and  sat  down  to  dinner.  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Edwards 
presided,  and  addresses  were  made  in  response  to  toasts 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Bouton,  of  Concord;  Rev.  William  S.  Karr, 
Dr.  Barstow's  successor;  Rev.  William  O.  White;  Hon. 
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George  S.  Hale  and  Horatio  Parker,  Esq.,  of  Boston, 
natives  of  Kc-cnc;  J.  Whitney'  Barstow,  M.  D.,  of  New  York, 
son  of  the  guest;  and  by  Hon.  John  Prentiss,  John  H. 
Elliot,  William  P.  Wheeler,  S.  A.  Geronld  and  R.  H.  Porter, 
of  Keene.  Mrs.  Barstow  had  a  seat  at  the  table  next  her 
husband  and  shared  in  the  honors  and  encomiums  showered 
upon  him.  A  purse  of  two  hundred  dollars  and  a  life 
annuity  of  five  hundred  dollars  were  presented  him,  and 
the  exercises  closed  with  a  benediction.  On  the  19th  of 
August  following,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Barstow  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding,  at  their  life-long  residence,  the  old 
W^^man  tavern,  a  full  account  of  which  was  published  in 
a  neat  booklet — ''A  Golden  Remembrance"  —  by  their  son, 
Dr.  J.  Whitney  Barstow. 

The  agitation  for  the  resuscitation  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Union,  which  began  in  1866,  resulted  in  Decem- 
ber of  this  \car  in  an  organization  —  the  term  Union 
changed  to  Association — of  which  L.  C.  Doolittle  was 
president,  John  Humphrey  vice-president,  A.  B.  Skinner 
secretary,  and  George  E.  Holbrook  auditor.  Its  rooms 
were  in  Bridgman's  block. 

The  Keene  Five  Cents  Savings  bank  was  incorporated 
in  1868  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1869,  began  operations. 
For  mciny  years  it  was  very  successful,  its  deposits  reach- 
ing, in  1892,  $3,100,000;  but  the  financial  panic  of  1893 
caused  the  depreciation  of  some  of  its  securities,  created 
alarm  among  the  depositors,  and  large  amounts  were 
withdrawn ;  and  the  bank  was  compelled  to  close  its 
doors. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1869,  the  steam  mills  on 
Ralston  street  owned  b3^  Madison  Fairbanks  and  used  for 
saw  and  grist  mills  and  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors, 
blinds,  pails  and  other  articles,  were  destro\-ed  by  fire. 
Loss  about  $50,000;  insured  for  $22,675. 

The  velocipede  mania  reached  Keene  early  in  1869,  but 
after  a  run  of  some  months  it  subsided  until  the  bicycle 
came  years  later. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  the  city  charter  was  again 
rejected  by  a  vote  of  784  to  177;  and  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  a  still  stronger  majority  was  recorded  against  it. 
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In  the  earh'  part  of  this  year  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  Club  \vas  orjjanized  in  Keene  —  the  precursor  of 
the  grange  —  and  held  fre(]uent  meetings,  with  spirited  and 
profitable  discussions. 

At  no  time,  probabl3',  in  the  history  of  Keene  did  its 
military  band  take  so  high  a  rank  as  at  this  period,  when 
for  several  3^ears  it  was  under  the  direction  of  Professor 
W.  T.  Allen.  It  furnished  the  music  for  commencement 
exercises  at  Middlebury  college,  Vt.,  in  1869,  and  at 
Kimball  academy,  Meriden,  N.  II.;  and  it  had  frequent 
calls  from  out  of  town  for  its  services  at  public  functions. 

In  November  the  town  voted  —  540  to  207  —  a  gratuity 
of  three  per  cent  on  its  valuation  for  1869  to  aid  in  build- 
ing the  Manchester  &  Keene  railroad  —  the  money  to  be 
raised  b_v  loan  on  thirt^'-year  bonds  at  six  per  cent.  After 
much  opj)Osition  and  delay  the  bonds  were  finallj'-  issued 
by  the  city  in  1874  to  the  amount  of  $160,000.  The  road 
had  been  chartered  in  1864,  and  the  line  survej^ed  in  1865 
by  James  A.  Weston,  civil  engineer,  afterwards  governor 
of  the  state. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1870  the  town  authorized  the 
water  board  to  employ  an  engineer  to  make  surveys  and 
estimates  for  a  S3'stem  of  sewerage  for  the  town,  but  at 
subsequent  meetings  articles  in  relation  to  that  subject 
were  passed  over,  and  nothing  was  done  towards  con- 
structing the  works  until  after  the  town  became  a  city. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  July,  Dr.  Thomas  E. 
Hatch  retired  from  the  office  of  postmaster,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Capt.  Henry  C.  Handerson.  The  census  of  this 
year  gave  Keene  a  population  of  5,971.^ 

During  this  season  the  Cheshire  Provident  Institution 
for  Savings  built  the  large  brick  block  on  the  east  side  of 
Central  square,  known  as  the  Bank  block.  For  several 
years  the  postoffice  occupied  one  of  its  rooms,  the  entrance 
being  on  Roxbur^'  street.  In  the  same  3-ear  Mr.  Timoth}' 
Colony  built  a  similar  block  on  the  adjoining  north  lot. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1871  the  town  voted  to 
exempt  from  taxation  for  ten  3'ears  a  manufacturing  estab- 
lishment then  contemplated,  since  known  as  Beaver  mills, 

'Swanzev  had  1,626;  Winchester,  2,006;  Cbesterfield,  1,280  ;  Westmoreland, 
1,256;  Walpoie,  1,830;  the  state,  326,073. 
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])rovided  Diat  not  less  thai:  fift}'  thousand  dollars  should 
l>c  in\estt'd  in  the  plant.  That  sum  was  subscribed,  a 
stock  company  ^vas  formed,  and  the  mills  were  built  dur- 
ing that  season;  and  the  Cheshire  Chair  Compan3'  and 
the  Kecue  Furniture  Company  removed  from  Mechanic 
street  and  took  up  quarters  there.  Those  companies  had 
l)een  organized  respectively  in  18G8  and  18G9,  with  Edward 
Joslin  as  principal  owner  in  each,  and  F.  L.  Sprague  in  the 
furniture  and  G.  W.  McDuffee  in  the  chair  comijany,  man- 
agers. John  Humphre3''s  machine  shop  and  waterwheel 
works  and  other  manufactories  also  found  rooms  at  the 
Beaver  mills. 

The  pottery  at  the  lower  end  of  Main  street,  J.  S.  Taft 
&  Co.,  and  the  glue  factory  at  the  upper  end  of  Court 
street,  founded  by  E.  E.  Lyman,  soon  succeeded  by  O.  W. 
Uphani,  were  established  during  this  season. 

A  military'  company,  composed  of  veterans  of  the  Civil 
war  and  named  the  Keene  Light  Infantry,  was  organized 
this  year,  with  John  W.  Babbitt,  captain,  and  Solon  A. 
Carter,  lieutenant.  It  had  its  armor\'  in  the  old  Methodist 
church,  on  Vernon  street. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1868  the  town  had  voted  to 
build  a  monument  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war  and 
appropriated  two  thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose;  but 
that  sum  was  considered  inadequate  and  no  farther  action 
wMs  taken  imtil  August,  1870,  when  the  additional  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  —  and  afterwards 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  dedication  —  and  a  committee 
consisting  of  Dr.  George  B.  Twitchell,  Gen.  S.  G.  GrifBn, 
Lieut.  C.  F.  Webster,  R.  H.  Porter  and  John  Humphre3'^ 
was  appointed  to  carr}'  out  the  work.  Col.  Solon  A. 
Carter,  Joseph  G.  Ferry  and  Capt.  John  W.  Sturtevant 
were  afterv^'ards  added  to  the  committee.  The  monument, 
built  in  1871,  consists  of  a  loronze  figure  of  a  soldier  in  the 
uniform  and  equipments  of  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil 
war,  designed  by  Martin  Milmore  of  Boston  and  cast  hy 
the  Ames  Manufactni-ing  Company,  of  Chicopee,  Mass. 
The  figure  stands  on  a  pedestal  of  Roxbury  granite  cut  by 
Charles  S.  Barnes  from  designs  furnished  by  the  committee. 
On  the  die  a  bronze  tal)]et  bears  the  inscription: 


Soldiers'  Mo.stMEXT. 
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KEENE 

WILL  CUERISIi  IX  rir.RPETT-AI,  HONOR 
T1!E  MEMOKV  OF  JIER  SilSS 
WUU    FOl'GHT    KOK  IJBERTV 
AND   THE   LXTEGKiTY   OF  THE 
REPUBLIC. 

1S61  1865 

THE  miNOK 
OF  THE   IfEKMlC  DliAO 
IS   THE  INSI'iKATlOX  OF 
rOSTKKlTY. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1871,  the  iTioiiuinent  was 
dedicated  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  people. 
Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  with  bands, 
were  present  from  Brattle! toro,  Claremont,  Newport  and 
Peterboro;  and  militar)'  companies  from  Fitzwilliani  and 
Hinsdale.  A  procession  consisting  of  posts  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
military  companies,  firemen,  civic  bodies  and  citizens  in  car- 
riages, headed  by  the  Keene  Militar_v  band  and  escorted  hj 
the  Keene  Light  Infantry,  Col.  John  W.  Babbitt  command- 
ing, all  under  the  marshalsliip  of  Coi.  Solon  A.  Carter, 
marched  through  the  principal  streets.  The  dedicatorj^ 
exercises  were  held  in  a  tent  pitched  on  the  south  side  of  the 
monument.  Among  the  distinguished  guests  present  were 
Governor  WCvSton  and  staff.  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield  (on  a 
visit  with  his  mother  to  her  birthplace  in  Richmond),  Gen. 
Judson  Kilpatrick,  Senator  James  W.  Patterson,  Col.  Carroll 
D.  Wright,  and  Martin  Milmore,  the  sculptor.  Gen.  S.  G. 
Griffin  was  president  of  the  day,  Gen.  Kilpatrick  delivered 
an  oration,  and  Lieut,  George  A.  Marden  read  an  original 
poem.  Other  short  speeches  were  made  and  excellent  music 
was  rendered.  At  4  o'clock  the  invited  guests  and  citizens, 
to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  sat  down 
to  dinner  at  the  Cheshire  House.  Grace  was  said  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Barstow.  At  the  close  of  the  dinner  the  following 
toasts  were  announced  b}'  the  president  of  the  da^-:  1. 
"The  President  of  the  United  States;"  responded  to  by 
Senator  Patterson.  2.  "  The  Governor  of  New  Hampshire;" 
responded  to  b}-  Gov.  Weston.  3.  "The  Volunteers  in  the 
Late  War;  "  responded  to  by  Gen.  Garfield.  4.  "  The  Right 
Arm  of  the  Government  —  the  Army  and  the  Navj^;"  re- 
sponded to  by  Gen.  Kilpatrick.    5.  "Our  Patriotic  Dead;" 
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responded  U)  hy  C(d.  Carroll  D.  Wrij<ht.  C.  "The  Loyal 
Men  and  \Vc)!iic-ii  Who  Rncoura;^cd  and  Sustained  the  Army 
in  llic  ['"ield ; "  responded  to  l)y  Hon.  Thomas  Al.  lid- 
wards. 

A  few  other  short  addresses  were  made,  and,  altofjether, 
it  was  an  e.xeeeflingly  rich  intellectual  feast,  and  a  ))rilliant 
display  of  oratory.  The  visitin;^  military  and  civic  bodies 
and  other  g-uests,  to  the  nundjcr  of  about  five  hundred, 
were  also  .abundantly  entertained.  In  the  evening  Gen. 
Gi"iffin  gave  a  reception  to  Generals  Garfield  and  Kilpat- 
rick.  Senator  I'attcrson,  Mr.  Mibnore  and  other  guests; 
and  Mr.  Henry  Colonj-,  in  his  new  house  on  West  street, 
now  the  jiublic  library  building,  paid  a  similar  compliment 
to  Governor  Weston  and  staff  and  others.  Both  parties 
were  serenaded  b\-  the  Keene  Military  band. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1S72  the  town  authorized 
the  water  board  to  ])rocure  land  for  a  reservoir  on  Beech 
hill  —  the  old  natural  reservoir,  improved  1)3'  increasing  the 
height  of  the  dam. 

The  large  tanner}'  at  West  Keene,  established  in  1872 
hy  Mr.  John  S^ymonds  (Bigelow  &  Co.),  and  successfully 
operated  for  al)out  twentj^  years,  was  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion for  five  years  In'  vote  of  the  town. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  at  an  evening  meeting  held  at  the 
town  hall  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  charter  for  a  city, 
Dr.  Geo.  B.  Twitchell,  chairman,  Francis  A.  Faulkner, 
George  F.  Starkweather,  Kendall  C.  Scott,  Horatio  Colonj'- 
and  Edward  Joslin  were  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
a  draft  of  a  charter  to  be  submitted  to  the  legislature; 
and  the  act  was  passed  at  the  next  session,  approved  July 
3,  1873. 

The  Keene  Natural  Historj'  Society  was  organized  this 
year,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  George  A.  Wheelock  and 
others.  Its  collection  of  specimens  is  kept  in  the  hall  of 
the  high  school  T)uilding. 

The  24.th  of  December,  1872,  was  a  remarkably  cold 
day,  the  mercury  falling  to  28°  below  zero  here,  and  to 
40"  and  45°  below  in  some  places  in  the  state. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1873  a  committee,  consisting 
of  William  P.   Wheeler,  Stephen  Barker   and  George  A. 
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Wheelock,  appointed  in  November  to  consider  the  question 
of  enlarging  Woodland  cemetery,  reported  in  favor  of  pur- 
chasing additional  land,  and  George  B.  Twitchell,  George 
H.  Richards  and  Horritio  Colony  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, acting  in  concert  with  the  selectmen,  to  make  the 
purchase,  but  the  next  year  the  whole  matter  was  referred 
to  the  city  government.  This  year  the  town  sent  seven 
representatives  to  the  legislature. 

On  the  1st  day  of  Ma3'  a  festival  was  held  by  the 
ladies  of  the  Unitarian  Sewing  Society,  who  for  two  3'ears 
had  been  at  work  for  this  object,  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing funds  for  the  establishment  of  an  invalids'  home  in 
Keene,  and  an  entertaining  booklet  called  "The  May 
Flower,"  copies  of  which  may  still  be  found,  was  published 
and  sold  to  aid  the  cause.  An  impulse  had  been  given  to 
the  movement  by  a  bequest  of  one  thousand  dollars  from 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Wilson,  a  farmer  who  had  come  from  Sulli- 
van to  Keene  and  lived  on  Marlboro  street.  A  house  on 
Beaver  street  was  purchased  and  the  invalids'  home  estab- 
lished. 

At  the  close  of  Rev.  Gilbert  Robbins'  ministry  in  the 
Baptist  church  — 1846  to  1S57  —  Rev.  Leonard  Tracy  w-as 
pastor  for  six  years,  Rev.  William  N.  Clarke  upw^ards  of 
five  3-cars,  Rev.  A.  V.  Tilton  nearly  three  3'ears,  and  in 
1872  Rev.  William  H.  Eaton  accepted  a  call  to  that  posi- 
tion. Through  his  efforts  the  societ}'  decided  to  build  a 
new^  church  edifice,  and  their  present  one  on  Court  street 
was  begun  in  June,  1873,  and  dedicated  in  May,  1875. 

The  old  town  bell  on  the  First  Congregational  church 
having  been  cracked,  an  effort  was  made  to  procure  a  new- 
one.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1873  the  town  voted,  as  it 
bad  alread}'  done  in  1840,  to  relinquish  all  its  rights  in 
the  bell  and  belfry  of  the  church.  The  society  }>urchased  a 
new  bell,  which  wiis  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  June. 

"At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jonas  Pai'ker,  one  of  our 
best  local  authorities  in  such  matters,  the  new  bell  was 
t&ned  in  the  key  of  A,  so  that  the  discord  alluded  to  is 
partially  remedied,  and  wholly  overcome  in  case  certain 
three  of  the  bells  are  sounded  at  the  same  time.  The  Uni- 
tarian bell  is  keyed  in  F  sharp,  the  Episcopal  in  D,  and  the 
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new  l)cl]  in  A,  and  when  ninp:  in  concert  produce  a  perfect 
major  chord  ;  the  BrLi)tist  bell  is  keyed  in  C  sharp,  and  this 
with  tlie  Unitarian  (F  sharp)  and  the  Congregational  (A) 
])rodnce  a  minor  chord.  When  the  four  are  sounded  to- 
gether, of  course  they  produce  a  discordant  sound,  but  not 
so  harsli  and  grating  as  when  the  old  ])ell  formed  one  of 
the  quartette."    (Sentinel,  June  5,  1873.) 

In  the  autiunn  of  this  3'car  some  of  the  leading  women 
of  the  town,  aided  by  a  few  of  the  men,  organized  the 
Keeuc  Social  Union  for  the  purpose  of  providing  y-oujig 
men  and  boys  with  a  reading  room  and  social  advantages 
during  the  winter  evenings,  to  draw  them  away  from  the 
saloons.  Mrs.  William  O.  White  was  the  first  president, 
and  the  society  was  successful  for  several  years.  At  first 
it  occupied  chambers  on  the  east  side  of  the  Square. 

In  business  affairs  at  this  time  —  when  the  town  became 
a  city  —  Elliot  &  RipW  in  the  hardware  store  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Mfiin  and  West  streets  had  been  succeeded  in  1866 
by  Spencer  &  Co.,  w^ho  remained  there  for  thirtj'-five 
y-ears;  C.  T.  &  G.  B.  BufTum,  clothiers,  were  in  the  north 
half  of  the  old  A.  &  T.  Hall  store,  and  Joslin  (Edward) 
&  Gay,  grocers,  were  in  the  south  half,  succeeding  C. 
Bridgman,  who  had  removed  to  his  new  l)lock  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Square.  Keyes  &  Stratton  were  in  the  old 
Kej'es  store  on  the  corner  w-here  the  postoffice  building 
now  stands;  Whitcomf)  &  Dunbar,  clothiei"s,  \vere  in  the 
Whitcomb  store;  G.  II.  Tilden  &  Co.  still  occupied  the 
south  store  in  Gerould's  block;  and  Richardson,  Skinner 
&  Day  were  in  the  store  next  north  of  Tilden,  in  the  Ger- 
ould  block,  afterwards  called  the  "  Museum."  J.  K.  Beal 
&  Co.  and  W.  H.  Sx^alter,  succeeding  his  father,  were  in 
Ball's  block,  formerly  W'ilders',  where  Spalter  still  remains. 
A.  H.  Grimes  kept  a  general  assortment  of  goods  under 
the  town  hall;  Knowdton  &  Stone  had  established  their 
hardware  business  iiext  north  of  Bridgman,  as  at  present; 
and  D.  B.  Silsby  &  Co.  dry-  goods  merchants,  were  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Square.  Bali  &  Whitney,  formerly  Ball  & 
Alden,  dealers  in  furs,  hats  and  caps,  succeeded  Henry  Pond 
&  Co.  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Cheshire  House; 
Reuei  Niras  still  kept  his  store  in  the  Nims  building  (for- 
merly Cooke's) ;  and  G.  W.  Sc  G.  E.  Holbrook  were  grocers 
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and  gi-ain  dealers  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street,  where 
Gurnsey's  block  now  stands.  Davis  &  Wright  had  suc- 
ceeded O.  H.  Gillett  in  stoves  and  tin  ware  near  the  depot, 
where  the  Sentinel  building  now  stands,  and  Gillett  had 
opened  another  store  of  the  same  kind  on  West  street. 

The  druggists  and  apothecaries  were  O.  G.  Dort  &  Co., 
afterwards  Dort  &  Chandler,  and  Chaunccj'  Hills.  Harris 
&  Wetherbee  had  done  a  thriving  business  in  that  line 
some  years  before.  Allen  &  Wads  worth  (Samuel)  were  the 
principal  jewelers.  In  the  millinery  business  were  E.  R. 
Gilmore,  Hatch  &  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  White,  all  on 
Central  square,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Alexander  on  Winter  street,  and 
Miss  Alarietta  N.  Taft,  who  had  succeeded  Mrs.  Caswell 
in  the  south  half  of  the  Nims  building.  Miss  Taft  carried 
on  a  successful  business  there  for  thirteen  years.  Chester 
Allen,  S.  C.  Dustin,  and  French  &  Sawyer  (Daniel  H.) 
were  still  taking  photographs ;  and  Joseph  and  Ephraim 
Foster  still  made  parlor  organs  and  melodeons.  M.  T. 
Tottingham  was  in  the  furniture  business ;  J.  &  F.  French 
continued  the  manufacture  of  sleighs  and  carriages  on 
Church  street;  Breed  &  Holton  were  in  the  same  business 
on  Mechanic  street,  and  Edw-ards  &  Harlow  on  the  north 
comer  of  Mechanic  and  Washington  streets;  and  Wright 
&  Wilkinson  made  harnesses,  trunks,  etc.  The  machinists 
were  John  Humphrey  &  Co.  at  Beaver  mills,  and  Sanborn 
&  Hubbard  on  Elm  street.  The  civil  engineer  for  the  town 
and  countj'  was  George  W.  Sturtcvant;  and  the  plumbers 
— the  first  in  town  —  were  George  Goodhue  &  Co.,  soon 
succeeded  b\'  James  Donnelh-  and  others.  The  principal 
carpenters  and  builders  were  H.  P.  Muchmore,  Daniel  Buss, 
John  Proctor.  O.  S.  Gleason,  and  A.  R.  &  E.  S.  Foster. 

The  principal  blacksmiths  w'ere  W.  H.  Brooks,  Spencer 
&  Sons,  and  Waldo  &  Jones  on  Church  street,  T.  C.  Ellis 
on  Mechanic  street,  and  F.  B.  Benton.  The  principal  boot 
and  shoe  dealers  and  manufacturers  were  the  Ashuelot 
Boot  &  Shoe  Compan3',  on  the  corner  of  River  and  T^v- 
erett  streets,  George  Kingsburv,  George  P.  Drown,  David 
Hutchins,  C.  Cummings  &  Son,  and  W.  O.  Wilson.  The 
Keene  Chair  Company,  S.  D.  Osborne  and  others,  were  at 
South  Keene;  S.  W.  Hale,  A.  B.  He\'wood  and  others  w^ere 
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miming  the  Ashuelot  Steam  mills  on  Ralston  street; 
.'111(1  Crossficld  &  Scott  wore  making  sash,  doors  and 
blinds  in  the  steam  mills  on  Mechanic  street. 

The  fire  department  consisted  of  a  chief  engineer  —  Vir- 
gil A.  Wright  —  and  six  assistants;  two  engine  companies, 
the  Deluge  and  the  Neptune,  of  twenty  to  twenty-five  men 
cacJ) ;  the  Washington  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  of 
twenty  men ;  and  the  Phoenix  Hose  Company'  of  sixteen 
men.  The  engines  still  in  use  were  the  old-fashioned  tubs, 
with  hand  brakes,  and  the  hydrants  of  the  aqueduct  water 
were  the  chief  dependence  in  case  of  fire  in  the  village ;  but 
the  question  of  procuring  steam  fire  engines  had  begun  to 
be  agitated. 

The  Cheshire  House  was  ke]it  by  Morgan  J.  Sherman, 
who  was  its  landlord  for  man}'  years;  the  Eagle  Hotel  b}' 
Wright  &  Mason  (John  A.  Wright  and  Andrew  R.  Mason)  ; 
and  the  Emerald,  with  the  name  changed  to  American 
House,  by  Greelcj^  &  Wellington,  soon  succeeded  by  J.  W. 
Starke3^ 

The  hiwycrs  in  practice  were  Wheeler  &  Faulkner, 
Farnum  \'.  Lane,  Don  H.  Woodward,  C.  C.  Webster, 
Silas  Hardj-,  Daniel  K.  Heah%  Hiram  Blake,  Leonard  Wel- 
lington and  C.  F.  Webster;  the  phj'sicians  and  surgeons 
were  George  R.  Twitchell,  Thomas  B.  Kittredge,  A.  S. 
Carpenter,  fra  F.  lVont3\  Gardner  C.  Hill  and  Mrs.  Hill, 
Henrj-  H.  Darling,  J.  Homer  Darling,  and  Francis  Brick  ; 
and  the  dentists  were  F.  S.  Stratton  and  M.  E.  Loveland, 
over  the  Ashtielot  bank,  Russell  &  Mellen  and  George  H. 
Rtisscll. 

In  the  management  of  the  Sentinel,  T.  C.  Rand  &  Co. 
had  been  succeeded  by  George  Ticknor  &  Co.,  and  they 
by  Olin  L.  French  &  Co.  and  later  by  the  Sentinel  Printing 
Company;  and  in  the  Republican,  Horatio  Kimball  had 
been  succeeded  by  Julius  N.  Morse. 

The  population  of  the  town  at  this  time  was  a  little 
over  G,000;  the  total  valuation  for  taxation  was  $4,081,- 
088.00;  the  number  of  rataljle  polls  was  1,879;  state  tax, 
$18,354.00;  county  tax,  $8,228.31;  school  tax,  $10,- 
706.50;  tax  for  highways  and  bridges,  $8,000.00;  tax 
for  town  paupei-s,  $2,200.00;  tax  for  fire  department, 
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$1,500.00;  tax  for  lighting  street  lamps,  $1,400.00;  total 
tax  assessment,  $52,925.45. 

The  fifteen  highest  individiial  taxpayers  were  Charles 
S.  Faulkner,  John  Henry  Elliot,  Morgan  J.  Sherman,  Ho- 
ratio Colony-,  George  U.  Colony,  Timothy  Colon}',  Edward 
Joslin,  Samuel  A.  Gcrould,  Charles  Lamson,  Noah  R.  Cooke 
(estate),  Thomas  M.  Edwai'ds,  Henry  Colony,  George  W. 
Ball,  Lucian  B,  Page,  and  William  O.  White. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  1S74,  held  on  the  10th  of 
March,  the  town  voted  to  adopt  the  city  chiirter  —  783  to 
589.  The  article  to  choose  selectmen  was  passed  over,  the 
board  of  1873  holding  over  until  the  organization  of  the 
city  govei"nnient.  Articles  relating  to  highways,  the  public 
library,  sewerage  and  otlier  matters  were  passed  over  or 
referred  to  the  incoming  city  government.  In  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  charter  the  selectmen  prepared 
check  lists  and  called  meetings  in  the  several  wards,  and 
on  the  14th  of  April  city  and  ward  officers  were  elected, 
the  selectmen  receiving,  counting  and  declaring  the  votes. 
On  the  5th  of  May  the  officers  then  chosen  organized  as  a 
city  government,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen 
presented  them  with  the  original  charter  of  the  town  of 
Keene  from  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  and  surrendered 
the  municipal  affairs  of  the  town  into  their  hands;  and 
the  town  of  Keene,  as  a  corporate  l)ody,  ceased  to  exist. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


MISCELLAXKOrS  FACTS  AND  EVENTS. 

In  the  previous  cliapters  the  events  connected  with  the 
history  of  tlie  First  Congregational,  Baptist,  Unitarian 
and  St.  J.'imcs'  Episcopal  church  have  been  noted  from 
time  to  time.  The  other  principal  churches  previous  to 
IST^  were  the  Methodist,  Roman  Catholic  and  Second 
Congregational.  The  first  of  these,  in  the  order  of  estab- 
lishment, was  the  Alethodist,  the  second  was  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  the  third  was  the  Second  Congregational. 
Short  histories  of  these  churches,  of  the  two  principal 
secret  societies  and  of  the  Grand  Arraj^  of  the  Republic 
are  given  in  this  chapter,  with  some  facts  of  interest  re- 
garding the  geograplu'  of  the  town. 

METIIOBIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  Methodist  E]3iscopal  church  in  Keene  was  organ- 
ized in  December,  1835,  with  thirty  meml.)ers.  They  wor- 
shipped in  various  halls,  sometimes  in  the  town  hall.  In 
1852  they  bought  their  present  lot  on  Court  street  of 
Al)ijah  Wilder  for  $450,  and  the  next  year  built  a  meeting- 
house, and  the  church  and  society  prospered.  In  1867 
that  edifice  was  sold  and  removed  to  Vernon  street,  where 
it  still  stands,  and  for  some  months  they  worshipped  in 
the  town  hall.  In  1868-9  their  present  brick  church  was 
built,  at  a  cost  of  $40,000,  and  w-as  dedicated  Nov.  23, 
1869. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

In  1857,  Rev.  Father  John  Brady,  resident  pastor  at 
Clarernont,  having  jurisdiction  over  sotithwestern  New 
Hampshire,  bought  a  liuilding  on  Marlboro  street  and 
consecrated  it  to  church  uses,  officiating  there  once  a 
month;  and  early  in  1862  he  transferred  his  residence 
from  Clarernont  to  Keene.  He  \vas  succeeded  in  April  of 
that  year  by  Rev,  James  Parache,  who  died  the  following 


MISCELLANEOUS  FACTS  AKD  EVENTS. 


545 


3'ear  and  was  vSucceeded  in  1S64  by  Rev.  Bernard  O'llara, 
who  died  within  two  3'ears,  and  Rev.  William  Herbert  was 
installed  in  Januar}',  1S6C.  He  built  an  addition-  to  the 
church  edifice,  containing  a  vestry  and  living  rooms,  and 
took  up  his  residence  there.  He  was  succeeded  in  June, 
1SC9,  b}'  Rev.  Daniel  W.  Murphy,  who  enlarged  and  im- 
proved the  church  buildings,  adding  an  organ  and  a  fur- 
nace. His  parish  included  the  towns  of  Marlboro,  Troy, 
Fitzwilliam,  Swanzej^  and  Gilsum,  numbering  about  2,500 
souls,  and  he  remained  until  March,  1876. 

After  several  short  pastorates,  Rev.  John  R.  Power 
was  installed  in  December,  18S2,  and  the  following  year 
he  bought  land  for  a  parochial  school,  and  completed  the 
school  buildings  in  1S85.  In  1SS6,  he  bought  the  R. 
Stewart  place  on  Main  street  —  removing  the  house  to  the 
rear  and  occupying  it  as  a  rectorj-  —  and  in  1890  to  1892, 
built  the  present  St.  Berniird's  church.  He  was  succeeded 
in  1895  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  Denis  A.  Ryan. 

SECOND  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH, 

In  1867,  in  consequence  of  a  disagreement  between  the 
First  Congregational  church  and  the  societ}'  connected 
with  it,  and  because  the  congregation  had  become  too 
large  to  be  accommodated  in  one  house  of  worship,  fortj*- 
two  male  and  eighty  female  members  of  that  church  with- 
drew, and  in  the  autumn  of  that  \'ear  organized  the  Second 
Orthodox  Congregational  church  in  Keene.  Rev.  J.  A. 
Leach  was  called  to  be  its  pastor,  and  in  1868-9  the  meet- 
inghouse on  Court  street  was  built,  and  was  dedicated, 
Sept.  16,  1869.  The  church  prospered  and  Mr.  Leach 
remained  in  charge  of  it  for  seventeen  j-ears,  for  fifteen  of 
which  he  was  its  settled  pastor. 

FREEMASO.XS—  1 7S4-IS74. 

In  1784,  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire 
was  organized,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  granted 
a  charter,  signed  by  John  Warren,  most  worshipful  grand 
master,  Paul  Revere,  deputy  grand  master,  and  other 
prominent  Masons,  to  Asa  Dunbar,  Alexander  Ralston, 
Luther  Eames,  Jonas    Prcscott   and    Benjamin   Pvllis,  of 
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Kccne,  mid  others  in  this  i)ai't  oJ"  the  state  — anK)ng  them 
Daniel  Jones,  tlie  (listin<?uished  lawyer  of  Winchester  — all 
Aueient,  IVee  anil  Aeeepted  Masons,  establishinj^  Rising 
Snn  Lodge  No.  1-,  at  Keene.  Asa  Dunbar  was  its  first 
master,  and  its  meetings  were  held  for  some  3'ears  in  the 
hall  of  the  Ralston  tavern.  In  1792,  Rising  Sun  Lodge 
oljtained  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  IIani]i- 
shire,  whieh  had  been  organized  in  17S9,  and  the  eharter 
from  Massaehusetts  was  returned. 

In  1797,  Rising  Sun  Lodge  l)uilt  on  land  on  the  east 
side  of  Main  street,  in  Federal  Row,  on  the  north  corner 
of  Main  and  Dunbar  streets  —  bought  for  the  ])urpose  by 
William  Todd  and  Jehoshaphat  Grout  of  Alexander  Ralston 
—  a  two-story  wooden  building,  eallcd  "Masons'  Hall." 
(That  building  was  afterwards  removed  to  Court  street, 
by  Dr.  Joseph  Wheeler,  and  is  now  the  residence  of  his 
grandson,  Mr.  George  H.  Tilden.)  The  Alasons'  hall  was 
on  the  second  floor,  doubtless  with  stores  or  shops  below. 
Among  the  masters  who  sueeeeded  Asa  Dimbar  were  Wil- 
liam Todd,  1789  to  1799,  and  Dr.  Ziba  Hall,  1799  to 
1805,  both  of  Keene.i  Early  in  1805,  Capt.  William 
W^anan  built  the  thrcc-stor3-  brick  store,  now  the  south 
end  of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  and  the  Masons  dedicated  the 
upi)er  story  of  that  building  as  a  Masonic  hall.  That 
dedication  ina_v  have  l>een  later  and  b}^  some  other  bod3'- 
of  Alasons  (the  chapter  was  organized  in  1810,  and  Social 
Friends  Lodge  in  1825),  as  in  September,  1805,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Hami)shire,  in  sjieeial  session  at  the  lodge 
room  in  Keene,  "arrested"  the  charter  of  Rising  Sun 
Lodge  on  account  of  the  "  tinpardonable  conduct "  of  some 
of  its  members.  The  seal  on  the  charter  was  broken  and 
the  eharter  itself  destroyed  ;  but  the  properties  of  the  lodge 
were  turned  over  to  Elijah  Dunbar,  Esq.,  for  Masonic 
purposes.  June  24,  1809,  Jerusalem  Lodge  of  Westmore- 
land and  Charit}-  Ivodge  of  Fitzwilliatu  came  to  Keene  and 
cele])ratcd  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  inviting  all 

1  The  jnost  disthifniisheJ  Mason  in  Rising;  Sun  Lo<iRe  was  Tliomas  Smith 
Weijb,  of  Kttnc,  a  booliliijider,  who  receivtrtl  tbe  raiuster  mason's  degrree  in  that 
i;)d;je.  Dec.  27,  1 7'Jfl.  He  was  Imrn  in  Boston  in  1771,  s(.i<Mit  ^;cverilI  .years  in 
Kceiic.  but  removed  to  AHirinv,  N.  V., -ihont  l71>6-7.  I lo  jjuhlished  an  American 
h.-iridbools-  of  Alasoniy  and  i>Lljcr  works  of  a  similar  character  —  the  first  puljlisbed 
in  this  cotiutry. 
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Masons  in  regular  standing  to  join.  Thc^v  asscmbied  at 
"Brother  William  Pierce's  liall"  {tavern,  formerly  Dr. 
Edwards's)  and  marched  to  the  meetinghouse;  and  had  a 
banquet  at  the  hall  afterwards. 

In  1S25,  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  and  others  obtained  a 
charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  fl[ami>shire  for  a 
lodge  at  Keene,  named  the  Social  Friends  Lodge  No.  42. 
Its  meetings  were  held  in  t'rentiss's  block  (now  Whit- 
combs')  on  the  west  side  of  the  Sqnare.  James  Wilson, 
Jr.,  was  its  first  master,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Jesse 
Corbett  and  Benjamin  F.  Adams  of  Keene  and  Col.  Cyrus 
Frost  of  Marlboro.  In  1S29,  '80  and  "cM,  Col.  Wilson 
was  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire. 
In  1827,  great  excitement  w'as  caused  throughout  the 
countr3'  by  the  murder  of  one  Morgan  in  western  New 
York,  alleged  to  have  been  eomnntted  by  the  Masons.  In 
consequence  of  the  ])itter  feeling  thus  aroused  against 
Freemasonr3' — which  extended  so  far  as  to  affect  political 
parties  throughout  the  United  States  —  the  lodge  at  Keene 
subsided  in  1S29-30;  and  abotit  that  time  the  records  of 
the  lodge  were  destroyed  ]:iy  fire.  In  1S56,  Dr.  Algernon 
Sidney-  Carpenter  and  others  applied  for  a  charter  for  a 
lodge  in  Keene,  but  it  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  a 
lodge  was  already  in  existence  here.  About  that  time 
John  Prentiss  found  among  his  old  papers  the  charter  of 
1825,  which  had  been  saved  from  the  fire  of  1830,  and  the 
lodge  was  reestablished.  Dr.  Carpenter  was  its  first 
master  after  the  reorganization,  and  the  incetings  were 
held  in  Odd  Fellows'  hall,  Bail's  block,  until  1860,  when 
rooms  were  prepared  in  Elliot's  building  (St.  Johns' lilock), 
and  the  meetings  of  all  the  Masonic  bodies  have  ever  since 
been  held  in  that  building,  their  quarters  being  enlarged 
and  improved  as  the  needs  of  the  order  required.  The 
masters  of  Social  Friends  Lodge  succeeding  Dr.  Carpenter 
down  to  1S74  were  Barrett  Ripley,  Royal  H.  Porter, 
Theodore  J.  French,  Don  H.  Woodward,  Edward  Gustine, 
Solon  S.  Wilkinson,  Solon  A.  Carter,  Horatio  Colonj', 
Charles  S.  Coburn,  Leonard  J.  Tuttle  and  Obed  M.  Holton. 

In  1869  a  second  lodge  was  organized  in  Keene,  called 
the  Lodge  of  the  Temple.    Dr.  A.  S.  Carpenter  w^as  also 
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the  first  master  of  tliis  lodge,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
Tlioiiias  E.  Hatch,  Eihvard  Gnstiue,  Edward  E.  Lyman 
and  Francis  Brick. 

In  ISIG  a  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  organ- 
ized in  Kecne,  and  work  was  l)egun  under  a  dispensation. 
In  1819  a  charter  was  granted  by  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
deputy  genei-al  gr.'ind  high  priest,  to  John  Prentiss  and 
others.  Broughton  White  was  the  first  high  priest,  and  he 
was  fohowed  b\-  John  Prentiss,  Daniel  Bradford,  James 
Wilson,  Jr.,  and  in  later  years  by  John  Hcnr}'  Elliot,  and 
bv  manv  of  those  who  had  been  masters  of  the  lodges. 
Among  other  distinguished  names  which  a])pear  on  its  rolls 
and  on  tliose  of  tlie  earlier  lodges  are  those  -  of  Rev. 
Clement  Sumner,  Major  Josiah  Willard,  Cai)t.  Jeremiah 
Stiles,  Hon.  Pelcg  Sjjrague,  Samuel  West,  Esq.,  Rev.  Laban 
Ainsworth,  Samuel  Cooke,  Ithamar  Chase,  John  li.  Steele 
and  ^larshall  P.  Wilder.  From  1835  to  1843  the  chapter 
failed  to  make  returns  to  the  grand  chapter,  and  its 
charter  was  declared  foi-fcitcd  June  14,  1843.  Gen.  James 
Wilson,  then  surve3'or  general  of  Iowa,  took  the  parapher- 
nalia with  him  and  organized  a  chapter  in  that  territory. 
The  records  jjrevious  to  1830  were  destroyed  in  the  fire  of 
that  year.    The  charter  was  restored  in  1S59. 

y\  council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  was  formed  at 
Kcenc,  July  9,  182.';  —  the  first  in  the  state — with  James 
Wilson,  Jr.,  thrice  illustrious  master.  After  some  j'ears  of 
activity  it  became  dormant,  but  w^as  revived  in  1872, 
with  John  Henry  Elliot  thrice  illustrious  master,  and 
named  St.  John's  Council  No.  4. 

In  1863,  a  party  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  among  wdiom 
were  Don  H.  Woodward,  Barrett  Ripley,  Elisha  F.  Lane, 
William  S.  Briggs,  John  Henry  Elliot  and  Edward  Farrar 
of  Kecne,  went  to  Hartford,  Vt.,  and  received  the  Templar 
degrees;  and  in  1S66,  Hugh  de  Fayens  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  was  organized  at  Keene.  Dr.  Thomas  E. 
Hatch  Vi'as  its  first  commander,  and  he  was  succeeded  for 
nine  years  by  Gen.  S.  G.  Griffin.  All  the  above  Masonic 
bodies,  and  some  others  that  have  been  added,  are  now  in 
a  prosperous  condition. 
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ODD  FELLOWSHIP  L\  KEENE. 

Beaver  Brook  Lodge,  No.  36,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  was  insti- 
tuted at  the  town  ball  in  Keene,  on  March  17,  1S51.  The 
ceremonies  of  institution  were  performed  hy  the  following 
named  Odd  Fellows:  Most  Worthy  Grand  Master  Stevens 
of  New  Ipswich,  grand  master;  Grand  Master  Tuxbur^-  of 
Windsor,  Yt.,  deputj'  grand  master;  Past  Grand  E.  A. 
Knight  of  Skitchawaug  Lodge  of  Springfield,  Vt.,  grand 
warden;  Past  Grand  Prescott  Rol)inson  of  Fidelity  Lodge 
No.  16,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  grand  secretary;  Past  Grand 
I.  O.  Morgan  of  Social  Lodge  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  grand 
treasurer;  Brother  Cj-rns  Newhall  of  Mt.  Pisgah  Lodge  of 
Hinsdale,  grand  chaplain;  Past  Grand  J.  Mclntyre  of 
Windsor  Lodge  of  Windsor,  Yt.,  grand  marshal;  and  Past 
Grand  Parmalee  of  the  same  lodge,  grand  conductor. 

The  petitioners  for  the  organization  of  a  lodge  in  Keene, 
and  their  guests  having  assembled  in  the  town  hall,  the 
former  were  duly  examined  hy  three  wardens  appointed 
for  that  purpose.  The  dispensation  was  then  read  by  the 
grand  secretary',  and  the  grand  master  "declared  the  name 
of  the  lodge  to  be  Beaver  Brook,  and  the  number  to  be 
thirty-six,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New^  Hampshire;"  and  the  deput}'  grand  master  then 
declared  the  lodge  instituted  in  due  and  regular  form.  At 
this  time  ten  candidates  were  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
of  the  order.  Their  names  were  William  S.  Briggs,  George 
W.  Perry,  Norman  Kellogg,  David  N.  Wright,  Jason 
French,  Timothy  Colons-,  W^ilHam  L.  Davis,  Henry  Pond, 
Samuel  S.  Stedman  and  Horatio  A.  Tuthlll.  The  list  of  char- 
ter members  comprised  the  names  of  six  Odd  Fellows  who 
received  the  degrees  of  the  order  elsewhere.  The3'  were 
W^ilHara  G.  Hunter,  EH  G.  Hunter,  Ephraim  Whitconib, 
Mark  Wells,  George  H.  Burrows  and  Levi  L.  Bates. 

After  the  initiation  the  lodge  was  full}'  organized  for 
the  work  of  the  order  bj  the  choice  of  the  following  named 
officers :  William  G.  Hunter,  noble  grand ;  Eli  G.  Hunter, 
vice  grand;  Ephraim  W'^hitcomb,  secretary;  Mark  W^ells, 
permanent  secretary ;  George  H.  Burrows,  treasurer;  and 
by  the  appointment  of  the  following:  William  S.  Briggs, 
conductor;    Jason    French,   outside  guardian;  Horatio 
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Tuthill,  inside  <^uardirin ;  Tiniotljy  Colony,  ri<^})t  sui>])Ortcr 
noble  ,!j:rand ;  Henry  Pond,  left  su])porler  rjol)le  ^^^rand ; 
William  L.  Davis,  right  supporter  vice  grand ;  David  N. 
Wright,  left  supporter  vice  grand.  The  first  candidates 
pro])Osed  for  njemhershii)  in  the  new  lodge  were  John  S. 
Thayer  of  Swanzey  and  Jose])h  W.  Briggs  of  Keene,  who 
were  admitted  to  membership  on  April  11,  1851. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  Sons  of  Tein])erance  hall, 
Hall's  block,  now  the  addition  to  the  Cheshire  House  block 
on  the  south.  About  July  14,  1S52,  the  lodge  moved  into 
a  new  hal!  fitted  up  for  its  use  by  Henry  Pond  in  his  brick 
bU)ck  at  the  head  of  Central  S([uare,  which  is  now  known 
as  the  Grand  Army  hall  in  Ball's  block.  The  rooms  were 
several  times  remodeled  and  enlarged.  The  brotherhood 
dedicated  its  new  quarters  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  institution  of  the  lodge, 
which  took  place  on  March  IG,  1876.  This  hall  was 
occupied  till  1883,  when  the  lodge  was  removed  to  the 
hall  built  for  the  order,  in  the  addition  to  the  Cheshire 
House,  on  Ko.xbury  street,  in  the  latter  part  of  that  3'ear. 
New  quarters  were  again  huilt  for  the  lodge  in  the  E.  F. 
L.  Iniilding  on  Main  street,  into  which  the  brethren  moved. 
Tiiese  sj)acious  and  convenient  rooms  the3'  now  occupj'. 
They  were  dedicated  to  the  uses  of  Odd  Fellowship  with 
pleasing  ceremonies  on  Jan.  31,  1895. 

Other  organizations  have  been  instituted  and  fostered 
1)3'  the  Odd  Fellows  and  their  families.  The  degree  of  Re- 
bekah  was  conferred  upon  seventeen  brothers,  on  March 
19,  1852.  The  first  woman  to  receive  the  degree  of  Re- 
bckah  was  the  wife  of  Col.  Nelson  Converse  of  Marlboro, 
on  June  23,  1852.  Friendslii]!  Rebekah  Degree  Lodge  No. 
G  was  instituted  on  June  21,  1871,  b3'  Grand  Master 
James  B.  Smart,  with  nineteen  brothers  and  twelve  sisters 
as  charter  members.  After  severe  struggles  for  life,  and 
after  much  self  sacrifice  and  hard  labor  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  members,  the  Kebekah  lodge  has  a  membership  of 
more  than  400. 

Monadnock  Encampment  No.  10  was  instituted  on 
Jnly  2.  1808.  This  bod3'  has  a  membership  of  about 
sixt\- . 
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The  advent  of  the  Degree  o{  I'atriarchs  Militant,  in 
1885,  j^ave  birth  to  a  canton  of  that  name  in  Keenc,  the 
members  of  which  jjrocnred  uniforms,  and  ai)peared  from 
time  to  time,  and  assisted  in  {)iiblic  affairs. 

Beaver  Brook  Lodge  has  disbursed  for  benefits  the  sum 
of  $13,879.77,  and  for  bui'ial  expenses,  relief  of  widows 
and  for  charitable  purposes  the  sum  of  $9,655.91.  Six 
himdred  and  seventy-one  Odd  Fellows  have  been  received 
as  members  of  the  lodge. 

After  uearh^  losing  its  org^aiiization  by  lack  of  interest 
during  and  immediatelx'  following  the  Civil  war,  and  at 
times  nearing  a  state  of  dormancy,  the  body  is  now  flour- 
ishing and  performing  praiseworthy  acts  of  benevolence, 
with  a  membership  of  about  340. 

GRAND  ARJfY  OF  THE  KEFUBT.IC. 

Post  No.  4,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  New  Hampshire, 
was  organized  in  Keene,  Pel).  3,  1S68.  It  afterwards 
adopted  the  name  of  John  Sedgwick  Post  No.  4.  After  the 
first  few  meetings  it  occupied  the  armory  of  the  Keene 
Light  InfantrA'  in  the  old  IMetliodist  church  on  \'ernon 
street.  John  W.  Babbitt  was  its  first  commander,  and  he 
was  succeeded  b^'  Solon  A.  Carter,  D.  K.  Healey,  C.  F. 
Webster  and  S.  G.  Griffin.  For  four  years  the  post  was 
jirosperous,  but  the  interest  subsided  and  its  meetings 
ceased  in  the  autumn  of  1872. 

In  1880,  under  a  new  SA'steni  of  organization  and 
ritual,  the  post  was  revived  and  has  since  been  a  flourish- 
ing and  effective  body,  its  comi)lcte  roll  of  membership 
numbering  upw^ards  of  three  hundred. 

STREAMS. 

The  Ashnelot  river  rises  among  the  hills  of  Washing- 
ton, Marlow,  Stoddard  and  Gilsum,  flows  tlirongh  Gilsum, 
Surrj',  Keene,  Swanzej',  Winchester  and  Hinsdale  and  emp- 
ties into  the  Connecticut.  Its  North  ])ranch  (sometimes 
called  the  Roxbur}-  branch,  or  "the  branch")  rises  in  south- 
wc-stern  Stoddard,  Nelson  and  Sullivan,  flows  through 
East  Sullivan  and  along  the  eastern  base  of  Beech  hill,  at 
the  south  end  of  which  it  receives  a  smaller  stream  from 
Dublin   and    Marlboro,  and  from  that   junction   to  the 
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Asliuclol,  about  iirilf  ri  mile  north  of  Swanzcy  line.  Below 
tlic  juncti(>ii  it  is  called  the  East  branch.  It  furnishes  the 
water  power  at  South  Keene,  and  just  below  the  railroad 
arch  a  part  of  the  water  is  taken  out  and  conveyed  into 
tliC  South  branch,  providing  the  water  power  for  Swanzey 
Faetoty  and  the  electric  plant  at  the  outlet  of  Wilson's 
])Oud,  in  Swanze^'.  The  South  branch  rises  in  Troy  and 
Richn}oiid,  flows  northwest  from  Tr03'  village,  turns 
toward  the  southwest  through  East  Swanze}'  and  thence 
north,  passing  cast  of  Swanzey  Centre,  and  empties  into 
the  Ashuelot  about  a  mile  south  of  the  Keene  line. 

Mill  creek  is  the  outlet  of  water  from  the  mills  on 
West  street  to  the  river  below;  and  Bullard's  island  is 
formed  l)y  the  creek  and  the  river. 

Roaring  brook  is  the  outlet  of  Woodward's  pond  in 
Roxbury,  conve3'S  the  water  about  two  miles  to  a  small 
reservoir,  whence  it  is  brought  in  pipes  over  Beech  hill  and 
furnishes  the  greater  part  of  the  aqueduct  water  for  Keene. 

Ferry  brook  rises  in  Sullivan,  runs  across  the  north- 
east corner  of  Keene  and  empties  into  North  branch. 

Beaver  brook,  in  early  records  sometimes  called  Mill 
lirook,  rises  in  Gilsum,  comes  down  on  the  west  side  of 
Beech  bill,  furnished  the  power  for  the  first  mills  in  the 
township  in  1  73G,  flows  through  the  meadows  east  of  the 
Stjuarc,  and  joins  the  East  branch  near  the  Ashuelot  river. 

Fisher  brook  is  the  small  stream  that  takes  its  rise  in 
tlie  hills  and  swamp  north  of  Elm  street  and  flows  across 
Court  street  one  and  one-fourth  miles  north  of  Central 
square.  The  outlet  of  Goose  pond  is  called  Goose  Pond 
brook. 

Stu rtevant  brook  rises  in  Gilsum  and  the  northern 
part  of  Keene,  flows  south  and  west,  passing  through 
"Glen  Ellen,"  and  empties  into  the  Ashuelot  nearly  a  mile 
south  of  Surry  line. 

Black  brook  rises  in  Surry  and  the  northwestern  part 
of  Keene,  and  empties  into  the  small  mill  pond  at  old 
West  Keene. 

White  brook  has  two  principal  branches;  one  comes 
tlown  the  valley  west  of  the  old  Westmoreland  road,  the 
other  along  the  Chesterfield  road,  uniting  just  below  the 
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railroad  arch.  Above  the  road  that  leads  south  over  West 
mountain  was  the  saw  mill  of  Ebenezer  Robbins,  after- 
wards owned  by  Adin  Holbrook  and  lastly  by  Joel  Kings- 
bur\%  which  was  run  b_y  an  undershot  wheel  —  the  mere 
force  of  the  current,  with  considerable  fall.  Below  that 
mill  the  water  is  conveyed  by  a  canal  —  engineered  by 
Elisha  Briggs  in  1775  —  and  joins  Black  brook  in  the  small 
mill  pond. 

Ash  Swamp  brook  is  formed  l)y  the  junction  of  Black 
and  White  brooks  at  the  mill  pond,  flows  through  the 
meadows  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  and  empties  into 
the  Ashuelot  near  Swanze^'  line. 

New  Rum  brook  rises  at  the  south  end  of  West  moun- 
tain, runs  into  Swanzej^  curves  to  the  east  cind  north, 
crosses  under  West  mountain  road  near  its  junction  with 
the  Winchester  road,  and  flows  into  Ash  Swamp  brook. 

HILLS  AXD  ALTITUDES. 

Following  are  the  altitudes  of  hills  and  certain  other 
points  above  the  sea  level  taken  from  the  United  States 
geological  survey  of  1895: 

The  altitude  of  Main  street,  Keene,  at  railroad  cross- 
ing is  481  feet. 

Beech  hill  ("Beach"  hill,  previous  to  1811,  sometimes 
called  East  Beach  hill)  has  an  altitude  at  the  highest  point 
at  its  south  end  of  1,069  feet  ;  at  its  north  end  of  1,060 
feet. 

West  mountain  —  original  name,  "West  Beach  hill;" 
afterwards  "Daniels'  hill,"  from  its  first  settlers;  and  re- 
cently "West  hill"  — has  an  altitude  of  1,366  feet. 

Grimes's  hill,  northwest  of  West  mountain,  has  an  alti- 
tude of  1,140  feet. 

Stearns's  hill,  one  mile  northeast  of  Grimes's  hill,  has 
an  altitude  of  1,310  feet. 

Gra3''s  hill,  two  miles  north  of  Stearns's,  and  overlook- 
ing the  railroad  at  the  "Summit,"  has  an  altitude  of  1,385 
feet. 

These  three  last  mentioned  hills  were  named  from  fam- 
ilies who  owmed  or  lived  near  them  for  several  generations. 
Aaron  Gray  and  Aaron  Gray,  Jr.,  were  in  the  militia  com- 
panies here  in  1773,  the  latter  with  two  sous,  William  and 
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)osc])li.  l)oth  (if  wlioiii  were  in  tlie  Revolutionary  ami}', 
and  losej)))  died  in  the  serviee  in  177C.  Hugh  Gray,  an- 
other Revolutionary  soldier,  was  ])rol)abIy  of  this  family. 

I'artholoinew  Grimes  was  here  in  177G,  and  his 
descendants  still  live  on  the  homestead;  and  the  Stearnses 
have  lived  on  their  homestead  for  many  years. 

The  rise  in  the  highway  —  formerly  longer  and  steeper 
than  now  —  froin  the  meadow  to  the  site  of  the  first  meet- 
iijghousc,  where  E.  F.  Lane  now  lives,  was  called  Meeting- 
house hill;  and  a  similar  rise  in  Washington  street,  east 
of  the  present  jail,  w-as  called  i'otash  hill,  from  ci  potash 
building  which  stood  on  its  west  side. 
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OF  I'KOMIXENT  I'EKSONS  WHO  WF.Rl-:  R!-;j^]I)):XTS  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  KRFA'F,  OK,  fJViNO  FLSllWIIERli,  WERE  IX  SOME, 
WAY    UHiNTiFiED    WiTII    TiUv  ToWN'. 


DANIEL  ADAMS. 

Dr.  Daniel  Adams  was  ]>orii  in  Lincoln,  Mass,  in  176G; 
studied  medicine  \Yith  Dr.  Gowen,  of  Weston,  Mass.;  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  178S;  in  tlie  same  j'ear 
married  Mrs.  Sarah,  widow  of  Gen.  John  Apdailc,  of  the 
British  arm3^  from  Newcastle-on-T\'ne,  daughter  of  Benj. 
Goldthwaitei  of  Boston,  and  soon  afterwards  came  to 
Keene.  Their  joiirnc}'  was  made  on  horseback,  and  the 
sidesaddle  and  whip  used  by  Mrs.  Adams  are  still  pre- 
served by  the  famih'.  At  first  the\'  lived  in  the  Dunbar, 
or  "  [)Iastered "  house,  on  Main  street.  He  afterwards 
owned  and  occupied  —  doubtless  built  —  the  colonial  house 
now  No.  324  Main  street,  and  died  there  in  1S30.  Mrs. 
Adams  died  in  184-8.  They  had  but  one  child,  Charles 
Goldthwaitc  Adams. 

Dr.  Adams  was  a  druggist  and  apothecary  as  well  as 
physician,  and  prepared  his  own  medicines.  lie  took  high 
rank  in  his  profession,  in  which  he  was  exceedingly  apt  and 
skilful,  and  for  about  forty  3'ears  was  a  leading  man  in 
the  town  and  county.  Most  of  his  earlier  visits  were  made 
on  horseback,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  use  a  wheeled 
vehicle.  He  was  the  third  United  States  postmaster  in 
Keene,  receiving  his  appointment  in  1799.  In  1S05,  and 
for  several  years  afterwards,  he  published  the  Medical  and 
Agricultural  Register. 

'Another  daughter  of  Mr.  Goldthwaitc  married  Major  George  IiigersoU  (see 
IngcrsoU  sketch),  and  still  another,  ns  his  second  wife,  married  l>ea.  James 
T.anman,  who  kept  the  Mount  Pleasant  Ilojise  on  Marlboro  street,  now  the 
Daniel  R.  Cole  residence. 
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Ilis  fatlicr  was  Ca])t.  Joscpli  Aflams,  of  Lincoln  — in  his 
Voun<^'ci-  flag's  a  cornet  in  the  British  army,  and  his  com- 
mission from  King  George  II,  dated  in  1759,  is  still  pre- 
served liy  his  descendants.  Capt.  Daniel  Adams  (a  near 
relative  of  Capt.  Joseph),  and  Ephraim  Jones  —  at  whose 
inn  tlic  fii-st  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Upper  Ashuelot 
was  held,  June  27,  1734  — both  of  Concord,  Mass.,  in  1737, 
by  order  of  the  provincial  authorities,  cut  a  road  from 
Townshcnd,  Mass.,  to  the  Ashuelot  river,  later  known  as 
the  "old  military  road,"  which  can  still  be  traced,  and  for 
which  the  "Great  and  General  Court"  of  Massachusetts 
neglected  to  paj^  them  — doubtless  because  the  line  estab- 
lished })y  the  king  in  1740  between  the  two  provinces  left 
nearh'  all  that  road  in  New  Hampshire. 

CHARLES  GOLDTHWAITE  ADAMS. 

Dr.  Charles  Goldtliwaite  Adams,  only  child  of  Dr. 
Daniel,  was  born  in  the  "Dunbar  house,"  Keene,  in  1793; 
attended  Chesterfield  academj' ;  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
in  ISIO  —  the  3'oungest  in  his  class,  yet  ranking  high;  — 
studied  law  at  Litchfield,  Ct,,  and  with  Samuel  Prcscott, 
Esfj.,  of  Keene;  but,  desiring  a  more  active  life  studied 
medicine  at  Harvard  Medical  school,  took  his  degree  and 
was  .'ippointcd  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  that  school. 
He  was  offered  professorships  at  Dartmouth  and  other  med- 
ical schools,  but  canie  to  Keene  and  devoted  himself  to 
regular  practice,  in  which  he  was  highly  successful. 

In  1821  he  married  Miss  Mar3-  Ann  King,  of  Boston, 
sister  of  Mrs.  Salma  Hale.^  They  had  thirteen  children, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living  in  town.  Their  first  residence 
was  in  the  house  of  his  father,  but  the  young  doctor  soon 
]>uilt  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  daughter 
and  her  husband,  Mr.  Lemuel  Ha3'-ward,  and  died  there  in 
1856.  Mrs.  Adams  survived  until  1885,  reaching  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  Another  daughter,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Perkins, 
has  for  many  j-^ears  owned  and  occupied  the  old  Wyman 
tavern,  about  which  clusters  so  much  of  historic  interest. 

iTho  %vcrc'  orphanK,  sent  from  Boston  to  Miss  Fiskc's  scliool  in  Keciie, 

at  th«  HKts  '"^  thirteen  nnil  nearly  fifteen,  rcspeetively.  Both  were  remarkably 
lovely  and  brtllirint  women,  rind  tliev  Jived  side  hy  side  in  Keene  for  forty-five 
years.    Several  others  of  the  bri>{ht,  attractive  ffirls  of  Miss  I-'iske's  school  fonnd 

husbands  in  Kceiic. 


Ck.vkuks  Aii.\;us. 


FUOnRArillCAL  SKETCin-S. 


557 


Dr.  Adams  was  not  only  remarkably  successful  in  his 
profession  —  "kind,  skilful,  honored  and  trusted"  —  but  he 
was  a  man  of  liberal  views,  charming  manners  and  uni- 
form courtesy ;  and  his  home  was  a  model  of  simple,  gen- 
uine, refined  hospitalit}'.  His  name  was  connected  with 
that  of  Governor  Dinsmoor  the  3'ounger,  as  being  as  pol- 
ished gentlemen  as  cotdd  be  found  in  any  city. 

DANIEL  AD.\MS. 

Daniel  Adams,  M.  D.,  author  of  arithmetics  and  other 
text-books,  was  born  in  Townshend,  Mass.,  in  1773; 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1797;  taught  school  in  the 
old  schoolhouse  on  Alain  street,  Keene,  and  boarded  with 
Dr.  Daniel  Adams  (of  whom  he  was  no  relation) ;  studied 
medicine;  settled  in  Leominster,  Mass.;  published  Scholars' 
Arithmetic  and  other  school  Ijooks ;  removed  to  Boston, 
1S06,  and  taught  a  private  school;  removed  to  Mount  Ver- 
non, N.  H.,  in  1S13 ;  published  Adams's  New  Arithmetic; 
came  to  Keene,  1S46;  served  three  terms  as  state  senator; 
died  in  Keene  in  1SG4,  aged  ninet3--one. 

FOSTER  AT.KXAX[)EK. 

Foster  Alexander,  lawj^er,  son  of  Col.  Reuben  and 
Sarah  (Foster)  Alexander,  of  Winchester,  N.  H.,  was  born 
in  Winchester,  in  1775;  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1796; 
came  to  Keene  the  same  year  and  read  law  with  Noah 
Cooke;  was  attorne}-  and  agent  for  the  tow^n  for  several 
3'ears ;  at  one  time  partner  with  Levi  Chamberlain ;  town 
clerk  and  town  treasurer  of  Keene  in  1S20-21-22;  repre- 
sentative in  1S22 ;  for  five  3'ears  moderator  of  annual 
town  meetings.  His  office  was  a  small  "ten-footer"  on 
the  site  of  the  south  wing  of  the  present  Cheshire  House. 
He  was  a  ver\'  tall  man ;  never  married  ;  returned  to  Win- 
chester about  1828;  practiced  lav.',  and  died  there  in  1841. 

AARON  APPLETON. 

Aaron  Ap})leton,  son  of  Dea.  Isaac,  of  New  Ipswich, 
and  brother  of  Samuel  of  Boston  and  Isaac  of  Dublin,  was 
born  in  17G8;  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Dea.  Benj. 
Adams  of  New  Ipswich;  removed  to  Dublin;  successful 
merchant  there;  came  to  Keene,  1814;  engaged  in  gla.ss 
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niriimfacturinc;  and  gc-ncral  trade  with  John  Elliot  (his 
iK'plifw  by  tnarria/^c  and  later  his  brotlier-in-law)  under 
the  firm  name  of  Appleton  &  Elliot;  married,  seeond,  1842, 
Kezicdi,  daughter  of  Nathan  nixb3',  of  Kecnc ;  no  children 
by  either  marriage;  died  June,  1S52,  aged  eight3'-threc. 
lie  lived  on  the  site  of  the  present  St.  Bernard's  ehureh. 
His  widow,  Keziah,  bought  the  ])lacc  next  north,  where 
the  Widow  Ralston  had  lived,  and  emploj-ed  Joiin  H.  Elliot 
to  build  for  her  on  that  lot,  the  jiresent  "Appleton  house," 
on  Main  street.    She  died  in  1S70,  aged  sevent}"- -seven. 

JACOB  liACON. 

Rev.  Jacol)  Bacon,  son  of  Thomas,  of  Dedham  and 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  was  born  in  Wrenthani  in  1706;  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  in  1731;  received  degree  of  A.  M.,  1734; 
came  to  Upper  Ashnclot  in  17,37,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
proprietors  on  the  2Gth  of  October  was  chosen  —  as  "the 
worthy  Mr.  Jacob  Bacon"  —  to  draw  the  lots  for  all  the 
proprietors  in  their  seeond  division  of  meadow  land.  In 
February  following,  he  was  chosen  proprietors'  clerk  and 
treasxircr,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1738,  was  unani- 
mously chosen  and  settled  as  the  first  minister  of  the  town- 
ship. He  was  ordained  on  the  18th  of  October  over  a 
church  of  nineteen  menil)crs,  organized  at  that  time, 
and  remained  its  pastor  —  and  clerk  of  the  proprietors  — 
luitil  the  inhabitants  were  driven  away  and  the  place 
burned  hy  the  Indians,  in  1747.  He  was  much  respected 
and  beloved. 

In  June,  1749,  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Dr.  David 
Wood  of  Boxford,  Mass.,  and  the  same  year  he  was  settled 
over  the  Third  churcli  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  remained 
there  nntil  1776.  Seven  children  were  born  in  Pl3^mouth: 
Mars-,  Jacob,  Thomas;  David,  born  1754,  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionar}'  war,  settled  in  Tcmpleton,  Mass.,  and  died 
there  in  1849,  aged  ninety -five;  Oliver,  born  1755,  was 
living  in  Rindge  in  1775  —  one  of  the  patriots  to  rally  at 
the  Lexington  alarm,  afterwards  a  lieutenant  in  the  Con- 
tinental arm\^  —  settled  in  Jafifrev  and  died  there;  Samuel, 
born  in  1757,  Revolutionar\'  patriot,  settled  in  Tcmpleton, 
Mass.,  and  died  there  in  1838;  Charles,  born  in  1759,  died 
an  infant. 
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In  1758,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Hon.  Mcsech  Weare, 
president  of  the  exeeutive  eouncil  of  New  Hani])shire,  re- 
counting the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  settlers  of 
Upper  Ashuelot,  and  pleading  for  their  rights  in  the  trans- 
fer from  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  to  that  of  New 
Hampshire;  and  claiming  a  just  ownership  in  his  lands 
there,  valued  at  1,000  pounds,  to  which  he  could  show  a 
valid  title  by  legal  deeds  and  bonds. 

He  married,  second,  Mar\'  Whitney,  who  died  in  Mich- 
igan, in  1S15,  aged  eight3^-seven. 

After  leaving  I'lymouth,  he  preached  eighteen  months 
at  Plympton,  now  Carver,  and  then  retired  to  Rowley, 
Mass.,  where  he  died,  August  14,  1787,  in  the  eight3--first 
year  of  his  age. 

He  has  man}'  descendants  living  in  Pl^'mouth  and 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  in  various  other  parts  of  the 
countr\'. 

THOMAS  RAKER. 

Thomas  Baker,  sou  of  Thomas,  of  Topsfield,  Mass., 
was  born  about  1730;  married  Sarah  Hale;  came  from 
Topsfield  with  wife  and  four  children  in  17G0 ;  built  a 
house  (still  standing)  on  I?oston  road  (Baker  street) ; 
established  the  first  tannery  in  town  on  tlie  meadow  below, 
near  Beaver  brook ;  was  tanner,  farmer,  and  magistrate ; 
did  much  legal  business  and  heUl  important  offices  in  town. 
His  ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Topsfield 
and  were  prominent  in  civil  and  militarj'  affairs.  He  was 
a  sergeant  in  the  militia  company  here  in  1773.  In  1785 
he  was  appointed  a  special  justice  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  Cheshire  count}-.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life 
Capt.  Ephraim  Dorman  voluntarily  gave  all  his  property 
to  Judge  Baker  for  his  maintenance  through  fife;  and  thus 
Judge  Baker  came  in  possession  of  all  the  Capt.  Dorman 
lands.  He  died  in  1806,  aged  sevent3'-six,  and  was  buried 
in  the  old  south  yard.  His  widow,  Sarah,  died  in  1807. 
Their  children  were :  Thomas,  born  in  Topsfield  in  1752, 
married  Mrs.  Abbott;  Sail}',  born  in  Topsfield  in  1755, 
married  Rev.  Aaron  Hall;  Olive,  born  in  Topsfield  in  1759, 
married  Joshua  Prime  of  Swanzey ;  Mary,  born  in  Tops- 
field  in  1761,  married  Benjamin  Ellis;  Ilepzibah,  born  in 
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Kceiic  in  17('>.'{,  in.iiricd  TIi.'kUUus  Metcalf  and  lived  on  the 
l)rcsciit  William  Kecd  farm ;  Susanna,  born  in  Kccne  in 
17GG,  married  Daniel  Watson  ;  David,  Anna  and  Jonathan. 

2EDEKIAH   S.  MAKSTOW. 

Rev.  Zedekiah  Smith  Barstow,  D.  D.  —  fifth  son,  sixth 
child  of  John  and  Susannah  (Smith)  Barstow,  of  Canter- 
bur\',  Ct.  —  was  lx)rn  in  Canterbur}'  in  1790;  brought  up 
on  a  farm;  studied  in  the  district  school  and  with  tutors; 
graduated  with  distinction  at  Yale  college  in  1813;  taught 
in  Hopkins'  grammar  school  in  New  Haven  —  the  most 
noted  school  in  Connecticut  —  and  in  Hamilton  college ;  re- 
ceived his  master's  degree  from  Yale,  1816,  from  Hamilton, 
1817;  studied  theoIog\'  under  President  Timothy  Dwight; 
was  called  to  the  pastorate  in  Kccne,  in  1818  —  ordained 
July  1  —  and  one  month  after  his  ordination  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Fay  Blake,  of  Wcstboro,  Mass. 

His  father  was  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  afterwards  a  tnagistrjitc,  and  for  fort}'  3'ears  a  deacon 
of  the  church  in  Canterbur}'.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
John  Barstow  —  the  name  w^as  Burstow,  originally  —  who 
came  from  Yorkshire,  Eng.,  1630-35,  and  settled  in  Cam- 
bridge, Mass.  His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  Gov.  Brad- 
ford, of  tlie  Pilgrims. 

Dr.  Barstow  was  an  earnest  and  powerful  champion 
of  education,  temperance  and  all  good  works,  and  had  a 
benign  influence  over  his  people  and  the  community  for 
more  than  fifty  years  —  "the  wise  and  faithful  friend,  the 
courteous.  Christian  gentleman,  the  learned  and  cultured 
man  of  letters,  the  true  and  upright  citizen."  He  came  to 
Keene  at  the  time  when  the  strife  of  Unitarian  secession 
was  fieicest,  and  it  was  to  the  able,  well-equipped,  resolute 
young  pastor,  more  than  to  any  other  human  agency, 
that  Keene  owed  the  preservation  of  its  original  Congre- 
gational church  and  society.  The  controversy  was  sharp 
and  bitter,  yet  no  aniraositj-  was  left  to  rankle  on  either 
side. 

While  pursuing  his  studies  in  college  and  elsewhere  he 
])aid  his  expenses  hy  tutoring,  and  among  his  pupils  were 
President  Woolsey  of  Yale,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Gerrit  Smith, 
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Rev.  Dr.  Roljiiison,  Rev.  Dr.  Barnes,  Bishop  Ives  and  many 
other  distinguished  men.  During  all  his  life  in  Kcene,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last  few  years,  he  served  on  school 
committees ;  was  the  projector  and  champion  of  the  Keene 
academy,  opened  iu  1837,-  and  for  thirty -seven  \'ears  was 
a  trustee  of  Dartmouth  college,  receiving  his  degree  of 
D.  D.  from  that  institution  in  1S4-9.  He  had  the  best 
theological  librar3^  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
paucity  of  other  volumes  of  that  kind  and  the  numerous 
calls  of  borrowers  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of  organizing 
the  Cheshire  Theological  Institute  for  the  benefit  of  the 
clerg\f  of  Cheshire  county.  The  institute  was  incorporated 
in  1830,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $1,000,  in  shares  of  $5 
each,  which  were  taken  by  the  leading  men  of  Keene  and 
other  towns  in  the  count\-.  It  had  a  board  of  trustees,  a 
librarian,  and  about  700  volumes  of  the  books  best 
adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  institute.  It  continued  for 
about  twentj'  years. 

He  was  the  last  minister  settled  by  the  town ;  and  he 
officiated  until  he  was  eight\'  years  old,  and  preached  the 
sermon  at  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his 
ordination.  During  his  ministry  5.31  members  were  added 
to  the  church;  221  were  dismissed  to  other  churches;  he 
married  379  couples  and  attended  more  than  1,000  funerals. 
When  he  came  to  Keene  the  custom  of  furnishing  liquors 
at  funerals  was  still  in  vogue,  but  he  opposed  it  and  it 
was  soon  given  up. 

Mrs.  Barstow  was  remarkable  for  her  loveliness  of 
person  and  character.  She  was  dignified,  refined  and  capa- 
ble and  efficient  in  all  public  and  private  duties  —  "the 
perfect  pattern  of  a  pastor's  wife."  She  was  a  niece  of 
EH  Whitney,  the  inventor. 

When  Mr."  Barstow^  first  came  to  Keene  he  occupied,  as 
his  stud3%  the  northwest  chamber  of  the  house  on  the 
confer  of  Main  and  Marlboro  streets,  now  the  residence  of 
Mr.  James  Marsh,  but  immediately  upon  their  marriage 
the}'  went  to  live  in  the  house  fitted  up  for  them  for  a 
parsonage — the  old  W3'man  tavern.  There  all  their  chil- 
dren were  born ;  there  they  celebrrited  their  golden  wed- 
ding, Aug.  19,  1868;  and  there  both  died  —  Mrs.  Barstow^ 


Sept.  15,  ISGO,  a^^'cd  scvenly-sevcn ;  Dr.  Barstow,  March 
1,  1873,  on  tlif  iHty-fiflh  annivcrs.'iry  of  his  first  appear- 
ance in  the  pulpit  in  Kecne,  aged  eiglity-two.  His  funeriil 
services  were  dcvpl}'  impressive.  Their  cliildren  were  Tim- 
othy Dwi^^ht,  bom  1S20,  died  Dec.  22,  1820;  William, 
1forn  1822,  a  physician  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Eiizabetli 
Whitney,  born  1S24,  died  1S32;  Josiah  Whitney,  born 
182G,  married  Flora  Macdonald  (daughter  of  Dr.  James 
Macdonald,  of  New  York  city),  for  many  years  in  charge 
of  Sanford  Hall,  a  private  sanitarium  at  Flushing,  L.  I., 
now  a  physician  in  New  York  city,  a  man  of  marked 
ability  in  his  profession,  of  polished  manners  and  genial 
disposition. 

SAMUEL  BASSETT. 

Samuel  Bassctt  was  born  in  Norton,  Mass.,  ITG-i; 
c'lme  to  Kccne  before  he  was  twenty  years  old;  was  a 
mend)er  of  the  militia  company  here  in  1773;  was  one  of 
the  thirty  patriots  who  marched  from  Keene  under  Capt. 
Isaac  W'yman,  April  21,  1775;  was  fifer  of  that  company, 
and  remained  with  it  under  Capt.  Stiles  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  and  afterwards  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Paul 
Dudley  Sargeant,  (is  designated  as  "freamcr"  on  the  Mas- 
sachusetts roll)  and  was  discharged  with  his  company  at 
tlie  close  of  that  year;  enlisted  as  private  in  the  company 
of  Capt.  John  Houghton,  of  Keene,  Baldwin's  regiment, 
which  marched  in  September,  1776,  to  reinforce  Washing- 
ton's arm}'  and  was  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains;  dis- 
charged in  December  of  that  year.  W^hen  marching  to  join 
its  regiment  the  company  halted  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Bclding,  in  Swanzey,  and  pretty  Martha  Belding,  nineteen 
years  old,  drew  water  for  the  men  to  drink.  Y'^oung  Bas- 
sctt was  smitten,  and  a  marriage  after  the  campaign  was 
over  was  the  result.  In  Ma}',  1777,  he  joined  the  com- 
pany of  Capt.  Davis  Howlett,  of  Keene,  Nichols'  regiment, 
which  marched  to  the  relief  of  Ticonderoga  —  was  out  one 
month  and  ten  days.  After  the  Revolutionary  w^ar  he  was 
a  carpenter  and  master  builder,  and  a  captain  in  the  mili- 
tia. He  lived  near  where  Hon.  R.  H.  Porter  now  does, 
but  towards  the  close  of  his  life  removed  to  33  Marlboro 
street. 
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In  1818  a  dispute  arose  as  to  who  was  the  real  com- 
mander at  Bunker  Hill,  which  inclnded  a  sharp  controversy 
concerning  the  conduct  of  Gen.  I'ntnam  in  that  battle. 
Among  other  affidavits  from  those  who  were  present  in 
the  battle  was  one  from  Caj)!.  Bassett,  which  was  jnib- 
Hshed  in  the  Sentinel  of  Jinie  27  of  that  year. 

He  died  in  1S34,  aged  eighty.  His  widow  survived 
until  1842,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight\-six. 

His  children  were:  Samuel,  William,  Massa,  I'att}-, 
Polly,  Elias  and  Nathan,  born  between  1778  and  1798. 

NATHAN  BASSETT. 

Nathan  Bassett,  youngest  son  of  Samuel  Bassett,  w-as 
born  in  1798;  married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Lockhart  Wil- 
lard ;  had  ten  children;  was  captain  of  the  Keene  Light 
Infantry  in  1823-4;  was  a  noted  carpenter  and  builder, 
and  laid  the  foundations  of  our  present  city  hall.  He  lived 
on  Marlboro  street  and  built  the  house  now  No.  47.  His 
son  James  was  drowned  in  Ashuclot  river,  July  4,  1833. 
He  removed  to  Keene,  Ohio. 

JOSEPH  liKOWN. 

Joseph  Brown,  son  of  Josc})li  and  lle]^zibah  Brown,  was 
born  in  Keene  in  1764;  married  178G,  Keziah,  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  and  Bathshel)a  Dav ;  built  the  little  old  store 
still  standing  at  West  Keene;  kept  tavern  in  w^hat  is  known 
as  the  Ingersoll  house,  west  of  the  small  pond ;  was  one 
of  the  most  active  and  entcr-jjrising  men  in  town;  died  Jan. 
3,  1836,  aged  seventy-two;  and  the  same  evening  his  w^ifc, 
Keziah,  died,  aged  seventy-two.  Tradition  sa\s  that  he 
built  the  Mount  Pleasant  House,  now-  I).  R.  Cole's,  on 
Marlboro  street. 

NATHAN  BI.AKE. 

Nathan  Blake,  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Guild)  Blake, 
was  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  March  13,  1712;  one  of 
the  first  three  settlers  who  attempted  to  s]:)end  the  winter 
of  1736-7  at  Upper  Ashuelot;  built  the  first  log  house  in 
town,  in  1736,  on  the  lot  at  the  north  corner  of  wdiat  are 
now  Main  and  Winchester  streets,  where  his  descendants 
of  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  generations  still  reside;  one 
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f)f  tlie  oripnal  ineiiil»crs  of  the  chnrcli  at  its  foi'mation  in 
173S;  one  of  the  thirty-nine  who  were  j^rantcd  ten  acres 
of  iJi)lanc1  in  1740  for  Iiavinj^  hvcd  two  years  or  more  in 
the  townslii])  and  l)iiilt  a  house;  married,  in  1742,  Eliza- 
licth,  dn npjhter  of  Abraham  Graves,  of  Lower  Ashuclot, 
former!}'  of  Wrentham ;  captured  by  the  Indians  in  174G 
(sec  text  of  this  history  of  that  date)  ;  returned  with  other 
settlers  in  1749  (he  and  seventeen  others  sij^ned  two  peti- 
tions dated  at  Upper  Ashuelot,  Feb.  11,  1750),  and  built 
one  of  the  first  houses  erected  at  that  time,  on  the  site  of 
his  log  cabin,  which  had  been  burned  b}'  the  Indians.  Its 
frame  was  of  heavy,  hard  wood  timber,  and  its  partitions 
were  of  yellow,  or  pitch  ])ine  ])lanks  two  to  three  inches 
thick,  set  on  end  —  evidcnth'  a  sort  of  blockhouse  for  pro- 
tection against  Indians.  That  house  was  moved  a  few 
rods  down  Winchester  street  to  give  place  to  the  present 
brick  house,  built  in  1833,  and  stood  there  until  about 
1870.  His  name  is  on  the  alarm  list  of  1773,  and  he 
signed  the  Association  Test  in  1776. 

After  his  return  from  captivity  in  1748,  he  joined  Capt. 
Hobbs's  company  (or  Capt.  Marston's)  to  fight  the  In- 
dians.   (State  Pa])ers,  vol.  18,  page  410.) 

At  the  age  of  ninet3'-four  he  married  Mrs.  Marj-  Brin- 
ton,  "a  fascinating  widow  of  sixty-four."  Two  of  his 
brotlicrs  lived  to  the  age  of  ninet}-,  and  one  sister  to  that 
of  nincty-ninc. 

He  hved  on  his  farm  tmtil  1811,  when  he  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-nine  years  and  five  months.  His  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, died  in  1804,  aged  eighty -three.  Their  children  were: 
Esther,  born  1742,  married  Isaac  Billings,  of  Keene;  Eliza- 
])eth,  born  1744;  Asahel,  born  1749,  married  Sarah  Blake; 
Nathan,  Abel  and  Abner,  who  died  young. 

He  came  to  Upper  Ashuelot  in  173C  with  his  brother, 
Dr.  Obadiah,  and  his  sister  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Fisher.    His  iirothcr  Elijah  came  later. 

OBADIAH  BLAKE. 

Dr.  Obadiah  Blake,  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Guild) 
Blake,  was  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  1719;  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Upper  Ashuelot,  in  1737  or  1738,  and  one 
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of  those  who  were  granted  ten  acres  of  upland  in  1740  for 
hax'ing  lived  two  years  or  more  in  the  township  and  built 
a  house;  married,  in  1749,  Zipporah  Harris;  married  later 
a  second  wife,  Lydia ;  lived  in  the  west  part,  where  the 
stone  farmhouse  how  stands,  and  where  his  descendants 
still  reside;  had  seven  children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  three 
of  whom  were;  Obadiah,  the  third  child,  born  1753,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who  succeeded  his  father  as  a  physi- 
cian;  Royal,  born  1756,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  had 
ten  children,  and  died  1827;  Elijah,  born  1763. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  church  at 
its  formation  in  1738,  was  one  of  its  first  deacons,  chosen 
in  1763,  and  held  that  position  until  his  death  —  fort3'^ -seven 
years.  In  1750 — Feb.  20 — he  had  not  yet  returned  to  this 
township,  but,  with  his  brother  Elijah  (see  below)  signed 
a  petition  at  Wrenthara  for  the  incorporation  of  Keene 
(State  Papers,  vol.  12,  page  309)  and  was  one  of  the 
grantees  in  1753.  His  name  is  on  the  alarm  list  of  Keene 
in  1773,  but  he  must  have  been  absent  in  April,  1776,  as 
he  did  not  sign  the  Association  Test. 

He  was  the  second  physician  in  town,  Jeremiah  Hall 
having  been  the  first  (see  sketch  of  Dr.  Hall),  and  his  prac- 
tice covered  a  large  territoiy,  extending  as  far  as  Hard- 
wick  and  Royalston,  'Mass.,  Westminster,  Vt.,  and  Cro^"^- 
don,  N.  H.  His  journc3'S,  on  horseback,  by  trails  or 
marked  trees,  were  long,  and  his  fees  were  small,  and  were 
usually  taken  in  products  of  the  farm.  He  had  a  jocose 
way  of  keeping  his  accounts,  sometimes  closing  them  with 
the  entries:  "Cancelled  in  full  l>y  poverty;"  "Ranawa3^;" 
"Settled  by  death;"  "  Left  with  Noah  Cooke  (the  lawyer)  ;" 
and,  at  long  intervals,  "Paid  in  cash  to  me."  He  be- 
queathed his  saddlebags,  vials  and  lancet  to  his  son,  Oba- 
diah, Jr.  He  died  in  1810,  a'ged  ninet3'-two,  and  was 
buried  in  the  west  \'ard,  on  Bradford  street. 

NATHAN   BI.AKE,  JT?. 

Capt.  Nathan  Blake,  Jr.,  son  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth 
(Graves)  Blake,  was  born  in  Keene,  1752;  married  Bath- 
sheba,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Day  (the  story  of  her  ride  to 
the  fort  when  a  babv-  is  told  in  the  sketch  of  her  father) ; 
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meinl)c  r  of  the  niiiitary  company  in  1773 ;  signed  the  As- 
sociation Test,  1770;  in  Cnpt.  Davis  Hewlett's  comjjany 
for  the  relief  of  Ticondero^j^a,  June  29  to  July  11,  1777. 
For  some  years  he  and  his  brother  Abel  owned  and  oper- 
ated the  mills  on  Ashuelot  river,  and  his  house  near  the  mills 
—  where  Josiah  Colon}'  afterwards  lived  —  was  seriousl_v 
damatjed  l>y  fire  in  1789.  lie  had  ci;^ht  children,  among 
them  Nathan,  born  17S4-;  and  Elijah,  born  1791.  He  re- 
moved to  Vermont,  and  died  in  1813. 

ABEI.  Br.AKK. 

Capt.  Abel  Elakc,  son  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Graves) 
Blake,  was  born  in  Keene,  1759;  married  Sally  Richard- 
son of  Sudbury,  Mass.,  (Family  records.  The  town  records 
of  Ijirths  give  the  name  Sarah  Evelcth) ;  married,  second, 
1805,  Mrs.  Jemima  Hart  of  Chesterfield;  had  five  children, 
all  hy  his  first  wife — Rcnel  and  Abel  being  the  onh'  sons 
that  lived  to  manhood.  He  lived  on  the  homestead,  and 
built,  iri  ISOG,  the  wood  house  north  of  the  brick  one  and 
lived  in  it  twenty-seven  3'ears,  then  sold  it  and  built  the 
brick  house  in  1S.'>3  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days 
there.  He  was  an  active  .and  earnest  member  of  the 
ehurcl!,  and  a  zealous  worker  in  the  temperance  cause.  He 
died  in  18.'59,  aged  eighty. 

.\BKL  liLAKK,  JR. 

Abel  BUdvC,  Jr.,  son  of  Capt.  Abel  and  SalW  (Richard- 
son) Blake,  was  born  in  1795;  educated  at  the  academies 
at  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  and  Groton,  Mass.,  and  taught 
school  for  several  \-ears.  Both  he  and  his  elder  brother 
Rcuel  were  remarkably  gifted  in  penmanship  and  spent 
many  years  in  teaching  that  art.  In  1835  he  married 
Hannah  T.  Monroe;  lived  on  the  homestead;  had  one  son, 
Milton;  flied  1894,  aged  ninet\-nine  ^-ears,  three  months 
and  nineteen  da_vs. 

JOHN   G.  BOND. 

John  G.  Bond's  name  first  appears  in  Keene  in  ISOO. 
He  vv-as  partner  with  Amasa  Allen  (Allen  &  Bond)  in  the 
first  store,  so  far  as  is  known,  on  the  cast  side  of  the 
S(iijare;  succeeded  Dr.  Daniel  Adams  as  postmaster,  1802- 
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ISOS;  one  of  the  first  directors  of  Cheshire  bank,  1804; 
married,  1802,  Sally,  daughter  of  Hon.  Daniel  Newcomb; 
built  the  house  afterwards  ]>urchased  by  Miss  Catherine 
Fiskc  and  used  for  her  school,  now  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Thayer;  removed  to  Niles,  Mieh.,  and  became  a  judge. 

WILLIAM   M.  BOND. 

William  Bond's  name  first  appears  in  1802.  He 
was  probably  a  brother  of  John  G.  Bond;  married,  in 
1802,  Nane3%  daughter  of  Alexander  Ralston  ;  partner  with 
Alexander  Ralston,  Jr.,  in  "the  Red  store  one  door  north 
of  Wells'  (the  Ralston)  tavern,"  where  lie  continued  for 
several  3'ears;  captain  of  the  Ashuelot  Cavalry  in  1807, 
and  afterwards  colonel  of  the  Twentieth  regiment  of 
militia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  lived  together  until  1823  and 
jprought  up  "a  large  and  rcspceta]>]e  family  of  children" 
(nine),  when  they  separated,  and  a  divorce  was  obtained 
in  another  state.  Their  daughter,  Jane,  married  a  Dr. 
Henr\'  Maxwell,  of  Lock  port,  N.  Y.  Through  that  con- 
nection the  divorced  couple  met,  renewed  their  attachment, 
and  were  remarried  at  Lockport  in  Septem'oer,  1S31.  The 
children,  several  of  whom  liad  become  heads  of  families, 
Joined  in  the  wedding  festivities. 

ELISHA  BRIGCS. 

Elisha  Briggs,  son  of  William  Briggs  of  Norton  (Taun- 
ton), Mass.,  a  millwright,  canie  to  Keene  in  1762-3.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  militia  company  in  Keene  in  1773; 
in  1775  he  projected  the  canal  and  built  the  original  dam 
and  mills  where  Faulkner  &  Colony's  mills  now  stand,  and 
"  about  this  time,  projected  and  surveyed  the  canal,  con- 
ducting the  waters  of  White  Brook  into  Ash  Swamp 
Brook."  (.4nnals,  page  45.)  He  owned  and  operated  the 
mills  on  Beaver  bi^ook,  where  Giffin's  mills  now  are  (1901) 
and  also  those  on  the  North  branch  near  the  upper  Rox- 
bury  road.  He  married  Mar}-,  and  had  ten  children,  born 
between  1759  and  1795. 

ELIPriAT.ET  BRIGGS. 

Eliphalet  Briggs,  son  of  William,  of  Norton,  Mass., 
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married  AI)i.^^-lil  Gay;  came  to  Keene  in  1707,  or  earlier; 
a  nicinbcr  of  the  alarm  list  in  1773;  died  17S0,  aged  sixty- 
seven.    His  wife  died  in  1781,  aged  sixty-four. 

ElJl'JIAI.ET  BRIGGS. 

Capt.  EHiihalet  Briggs,  son  of  Eliphalet,  was  born  in 
1734;  married  Mary  Cobl);  came  to  Keene  in  1769,  or 
earlier;  was  the  Eli])l)alet  Briggs,  Jr.,  in  the  alarm  list  in 
1773,  and  was  <'in  e.\-captain  of  militia  at  that  time;  was 
selectman  in  1773  and  1776;  was  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion at  Walpole  in  1776;  died  of  small  pox  in  1776,  aged 
forty-two.    His  wife,  Mary,  died  in  1806,  aged  sixty-nine. 

ELIl'HALET  BRIGGS. 

Eliphalet  Briggs,  son  of  Capt.  Eliphalet  and  Mary 
(Cobb)  Briggs;  was  born  in  1765;  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Jeremiah  Stiles;  was  a  carpenter,  joiner 
and  cabinet-maker;  built  many  of  the  first  framed  houses 
in  Keene,  by  "the  scratch  and  scribe  rule,"  framing  by  the 
square  rule  not  then  having  come  into  use;  died  in  1827, 
aged  sixty-two.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  in  1819,  aged 
fort\'-nine.  He  had  ten  children,  born  1788-1809,  four  of 
them  daughters,  and  the  six  sons  all  learned  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade  and  became  skilled  workmen. 

ELIPHALET  BRIGGS. 

Eliphalet  Briggs,  son  of  Eliphalet  and  Elizabeth  (Stiles) 
Briggs,  was  born  in  1788;  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  John 
Brown  of  Packersfield  (owner  of  Brown's,  now  Wood- 
ward's pond  in  Koxburj-) ;  carpenter  and  joiner,  cabinet 
and  chair  maker  —  lirst,  in  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Briggs  on 
Prison  street  and  in  the  mills  and  turning  works  on  Beaver 
brook,  and  on  the  North  branch,  afterwards  alone  and 
then  with  his  son,  William  S.  Briggs;  lived  on  Prison  street, 
where  Dr.  A.  R.  Gleason  now  does  (1902),  but  in  the  small 
house  now  standing  next  east  of  Dr.  Gleason's;  then  built 
and  occupied  the  house  opposite,  No.  64;  was  the  master 
nicch  anic  that  moved,  repaired  and  finished  the  meeting- 
house in  1828  and  built  the  Cheshire  House  in  1837;  was 
selectman  in  1820-30;  towni  clerk,  1823-30;  representative, 
1831.    He  was  a  dignified,  courteous  gentleman,  highly 
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respected,  and  alwaj^s  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
town;  a  fine  natural  musician,  and  for  more  than  thirty 
years  led,  with  voice  and  violin,  the  large  mixed  choir  — 
sometimes  consisting  of  scvent3'-five  persons  —  of  the  First 
Congregational  church;  died  1S53,  aged  sixtj^-five.  His 
wife,  Lucy,  died  in  1S45,  aged  fifty-seven.  Their  children 
were  Lucius  H.,  Ellen  S.,  Juliette,  William  S.,  Elizabeth  S., 
Mary  L.,  Joseph  W.,  Sarah  W.,  born  between  IS  11  and 
1829. 

WII,I,IAJI  S.  BRiGGS. 

William  S.  Rriggs,  son  of  Eliphalet  and  Luc}'  (Brown) 
Briggs,  was  born  in  Keene,  1817;  married  Nanc\'  Ann, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Daniel  Adams,  the  author  of  the  arithme- 
tics; was  for  several  \'ears  in  the  furniture  business  with 
his  father  and  afterwards  alone;  was  selectman  in  1S54; 
representative,  1861-2;  director  in  Cheshire  National  bank. 
He  recorded  man3''  details  of  the  history  of  the  town  in 
articles  published  in  the  local  papers;  lived  in  Kccnc  until 
nearly  eight}'  \'ears  old;  died  in  Montpelier,  Vt.,  in  1901. 

JOSEPH  BUFFU.Vr. 

Joseph  BufFum,  son  of  Joseph  and  Salh'  (Haskell)  Buf- 
fum,  was  born  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  in  1784;  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  in  1807;  read  law  with  Noah  Cooke;  began 
the  practice  of  law  in  Kcene  in  1812;  postmaster  in  1813- 
18;  elected  to  congress,  1819,  and  served  one  term;  declined 
reelection  on  account  of  the  corruption  and  venalit\'  in 
politics ;  retired  to  his  farm  in  Westmoreland ;  never  mar- 
ried ;  died  at  Westmoreland  in  1874. 

ALBE  CADY. 

Albe  Cady.  His  name  first  appears  in  Keene  records  in 
1806  as  cashier  of  the  Cheshire  bank,  and  he  held  that 
position  until  1814.  He  married,  in  1806,  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  John  Warner  (sister  of  Mrs.  Azel  Wilder)  and 
had  five  children.  He  owned  and  lived  in  what  was  then 
considered  the  finest  house  in  town,  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  common,  where  Clarke's  block  now  stands. 
He  w^as  town  clerk  of  Keene  for  five  A'ears,  selectman  four 
years  and  representative  three  years.     In  1814  he  was 
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,-i|ii)<>iiitc(l  sccTct.'irv  of  state,  removed  to  Concord,  and  was 
rcai)]>ointc'(l  in  1815.  In  181(5  he  was  chairman  of  the 
comniittee  that  built  the  jircscnt  state  house  at  Concord. 
He  was  for  Miari\'  years  senior  warden  and  a  very  active 
nienihcr  of  St.  Paul's  (E})isco})aI)  church  in  Concord,  and 
died  in  that  town  July  6,  1S43,  aj^ed  sevent3'-thrce. 

AUHli.MAKLH  CAUY. 

Gen.  Albemarle  Cady,  son  of  Albe  and  Sarah  (Warner) 
Cady,  was  born  in  Kcene  in  1809;  ai)pointed  from  New 
Hampshire  to  the  West  Point  military  academy  ;  graduated 
in  1829,  and  joined  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Infantry.  (His  military' 
record  is  given  in  "  Aliseellaneous  Organizations"  of  the 
Civil  war).  After  serving  on  frontier  and  gjirrison  duty 
until  1838,  and  ])eing  promoted  to  captain,  he  served  for 
several  years  in  tlie  war  with  the  Indians  in  I'lorida.  In 
the  war  with  Mexico  he  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Vera 
Cruz  and  in  the  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Churubusco  and 
Molino  del  Rev,  at  the  latter  of  which  he  was  wounded 
and  won  distinction  for  gallantry,  for  which  he  was  after- 
wards promoted.  F(jr  many  years  after  that  war  he  served 
in  the  Indian  wars  in  the  West  and  wfis  ])romoted  to  major 
in  1857.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  war  he  served  on 
tlie  Pacific  coast,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  and 
colonel,  and  remained  there  imtil  1S64-,  when  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  a  draft  rendezvous  at  New  Haven,  Ct.  In 
May  of  that  year  he  was  retired  for  disability  resulting 
from  wounds,  with  the  rank  of  brevet  brigadier  general  in 
the  regular  army,  granted  for  long  and  faithful  service. 
He  died  at  New  Haven,  Ct.,  in  1888. 

EZRA  CARPENTER. 

Rev.  Ezra  Carpenter  was  born  at  Rehoboth,  (Attlc- 
boro),  Mass.,  in  1698;  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1720; 
married  in  1823,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Greenwood,  of  Rehoboth;  preached  at  Hull,  Mass.,  from 
1723  to  1746;  settled  in  Sw^anzey,  N.  H.,  in  August,  1753, 
and  was  ordained  over  the  united  churches  of  Keene  and 
Swanzey,  Oct.  4,  1753.  His  salary  was  £100  per  annum 
—  C50  from  each  town.  That  union  continued  for  seven 
3'^ears,  and  he  remained  pastor  of  the  church  in  Swanzej- 
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until  1769,  when  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request.'' 
He  was  given  his  choice  of  the  two  places  for  residence,^ 
and  he  chose  Swanzcy.  In  1757  he  was  appointed  a  chap- 
Iain  in  the  Crown  Point  expedition.  He  was  a  man  of 
cas3',  graceful  manners,  kind  and  gentle  in  disposition,  "a 
pious  and  faithful  shepherd  and  given  to  hospitality."  He 
died  in  Walpolc,  N.  H.,  in  1785,  and  a  square,  slate  stone 
with  an  inscription  marks  his  grave.  Mrs.  Carpenter  died 
in  17G6,  and  her  gravestone  may  be  seen  in  the  cemetery 
at  Swanzey.  They  had  at  least  five  children  —  possiljlj- 
more  —  one  son,  who  died  young,  and  four  daughters,  one 
of  whom  married  Dr.  Tavlor  of  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  anil 
was  the  grandmother  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Sprague  of  Keene. 

ALGERNON  SIDNEY  CARPENTER. 

Dr.  Algernon  Sidney  Carpenter,  son  of  Dr.  Eber  and 
Judith  (Grc-cne)  Carpenter,  was  born  in  Alstead,  N.  H.,  in 
1814,  and  graduated  at  Middlebur^y  college.  After  prac- 
ticing for  a  few  years  in  Massachusetts,  he  came  to  Keene 
and  was  a  leading  ph3-sician  for  forty-eight  years.  He 
married,  in  1850,  Jane  F.,  daughter  of  Henry  Coolidge, 
Esq.,  of  Keene,  and  they  had  two  daughters.  In  his  pro- 
fession he  was  skilful,  kind,  considerate,  and  successfid ;  in 
his  home  and  societ}'  he  was  genial,  courteous,  and  large- 
hearted.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  will  and  positive  nature, 
hating  sham  and  hypocrisy.  His  ancestors  came  from 
Surr3',  Eng.  —  where  they  held  high  rank  —  in  1688;  and 
his  grandfather,  James  Car])enter,  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier.    Dr.  Carpenter  died  in  1885. 

LEVI  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Hon.  Levi  Cham])erlain  was  born  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
in  1788  (brother  of  John  C,  a  distinguished  lawyer  and 

1  The  council  thnt  dismissed  'h\m  h.-ul  but  jnst  left  the  meetinghouse  when  .-i 
tornfitjo  stnick  it  and  tnrnetl  it  oiic-riti.-jrtcr  rouiicl,  s<i  th.-it  it  faced  cast  instead 
of  south. 

2  The  first  lo^;  nieetin};hmiso  in  Swanzey,  nnd  aJso  the  second  one,  a  framed 
building,  were  Imilt  on  "  Meetinghotise  hiil,'  and  the  old  Indi.Tn  fort  was  on 
Ibc  same  elt-ration.  Mr.  Carpenter's  residence  was  on  the  s.mie  hill,  on  the 
same  farm  and  in  the  s;ime  house  now  occupied  liv  his  fji'cat  ;;ran<lson,  Mr. 
George  Carjientcr;  and  the  same  sprinp:  of  water  that  siipiilied  ihe  fort  is  nov\' 
the  source  of  Mr.  C.nrpenter's  water  supply;  .'md  the  hollow  pine  Ior  that  was 
placed  in  the  spring  for  a  eiirli,  tij-  the  first  settlers,  in  1734..  still  remains  the 
enrh,  and  is  in  a  ^ood  st.atc  of  presfervntion. 


HISTORY  OF  KEESE. 


advocate  of  Chrirlestown.  N.  H.) ;  married  in  lS3o,  Harriet 
A.,  daii'-rhicr  of  Dr.  josiah  Gooiihue,  of  Hadley,  Mass.; 
ST>cnt  \wo  vear?  at  Williain?  collejrc  hut  did  not  graduate; 
read  law  and  began  practice  in  Keene  in  1814,  in  a  small 
building  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street  below  Sumner's 
tavern;  was  atone  time  a  partner  with  l-^jster  Alexander ; 
was  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts;  removed  to  FitzuHlliam 
in  1S19;  represented  that  town  in  the  legislature,  1S21- 
1828:  was  state  senator,  1829-30;  coimty  solicitor,  1830; 
returned  to  Keene,  1832;  representative  in  1S3S,  '40,  '44-, 
'52  and  '61;  fijr  several  years  president  of  the  Cheshire 
bank;  'Whig  candidate  for  governor  in  1S49  and  '50;  one 
of  the  three  commissioners  from  New  Hampshire  to  the 
Peace  congress  at  Washington,  in  1861,  called  in  the 
attempt  to  patch  up  a  peace  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  Mr.  CbamJK-rlain  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  judicious, 
confidential  adviser;  of  agreeable,  dignified  manners;  genial 
and  witty,"  and  many  of  his  bright  sa3'ings  were  repeated 
about  town  and  through  the  state. ^    He  died  in  1868. 

ITHAM.\R  CH.iSE. 

Ithamar  Chase,  son  of  Dudley  and  Alice  (Corbett) 
Chase,  was  bora  in  Cornish,  X.  H.,  in  1763;  married 
Janette.  daughter  of  Alexander  Ralston,  of  Keene;  came 
to  Keene  in  1813-14;  kept  the  old  Ralston  tavern;  was 
member  of  the  state  council  1812-16;  died  in  1817.  The 
burial  service  of  the  Episcopal  church  was  read  for  the 
first  time  in  Keene  at  his  funeral,  and  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion. 

S.\LMO.\'   P.  CH.\SE. 

Salmon  P.  Chase,  son  of  Ithamar  and  Janette  {Rals- 
ton) Chase,  was  born  in  Cornish,  Jan.  13,  ISOS,  the 
eighth  of  eleven  children;  came  to  Keene  w-ith  his  parents 
vv  hen  about  ten  years  old.  He  wrote  that  his  first  attend- 
ance at  school  in  Keene  was  "in  a  dark  room  with  a  great 
many  boys  in  it,  on  our  (the  west)  side  of  the  street  be- 
tween rny  father's  house  and  the  meetinghouse,"  doubtless 
over  the  old  Cheshire  bank,  where  the  railroad  depot  now 


'  i  his  T.-!t  it  may  be  related  that  when  looking  for  his  wraps 
:  partj  otjc  evciiins  be  asked,  "X'isv   what  rascal  has  gone 
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stauds,  as  Miss  C.  Aldrich  tau^eiit  there  at  that  time.  He 
and  his  sister,  Ath],  afterwards  attended  the  " family 
school"'  which  Rev.  2.  S.  Barstow  had  opened  at  his  own 
house.  Dr.  Barstow.  in  his  reminiscences,  savs  of  him: 
"Chase  was  a  rather  raw  and  uncouth  lad,  but  verj  tal- 
ented, and  an  apt  scholar.  He  was  then  ten  years  old, 
and  very  small  for  liis  age.  His  sister,  Ann  Chase,  was 
older,  and  a  verj-  superior  girl.  Both  read  Virgil  and 
Euclid  with  me  and  I  was  very  fond  of  them." 

Salmon's  father  bad  iiirested  his  wife's  share  of  the 
Ralston  estate  in  the  glass  business  in  Keene.  and  when 
that  failed,  and  the  father  died,  the  family  was  left  very 
poor,  and  the  mother  with  her  large  famil\-  of  children 
removed  from  tfje  ta vera,... to  a  "yellow,  story-and-half 
house  (on  the  north  corner  of  Main  and  Marlboro  streets) 
where  the  guideboard  said  'To  Swanzey,  7  m's.,'  and  'To 
Boston,  77  m's.'"  {S.  P.  Chase's  oven  words.)  From 
that  house  his  sister  Ann  was  niarried,  in  ISIS,  and  his 
brother  Dudley,  went  to  sea  and  never  returned.  For  two 
years  Salmon  was  at  scIjooI  with  his  uncle,  Philander 
Chase,  first  bishop  of  Ohio,  and  after  spending  a  year  at  a 
college  in  Cincinnati,  returned  to  Keene  —  walking  from 
Troy,  X.  Y.,  via  Bennington  and  Brattleboro  —  and  con- 
tinued his  studies.  Not  long  after  his  return  (some  accounts 
say  when  he  was  fifteen,  others  when  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  and  it  nia^-  have  been  during  his  winter  vaca- 
tion in  college)  a  committee  from  Roxbur^-,  N.  H.,  "en- 
gaged him  to  teach  a  school  at  $S.OO  per  month  and 
'board  around.'  There  was  a  goodly  number  of  pupils, 
both  bo\*s  and  girls,  of  all  ages,  some  older  than  hiniself." 
It  was  in  the  little  old  schoolhouse  still  standing  at  the 
foot  of  N3-e*s  hill  on  the  road  from  Keene  to  Roxbury. 
There  was  insubordination  and  punislinaent,  and  before  the 
end  of  two  weeks  he  was  notified  that  his  services  were 
no  longer  required.  He  then  pursued  his  studies,  partly  at 
Royalton,  Vt..  entered  Dartmonfh  college  as  a  junior  and 
graduated  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

He  went  to  "Washington,  D.  C. ;  studied  law  four  years 
under  William  "Wirt;  began  practice  in  Cincinnati  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two,  and  rose  to  the  position  of  governor 
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of  Ohio,  United  States  senator,  secretary  the  United 
States  treasury  duriniji;  the  Civil  war,  and  chief  justice  of 
the  siii)renie  court  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  COLONY. 

Jolin  Colon3'  (original  name  spelled  as  at  present,  but 
written  Connoh"  .and  Conlcy  in  the  carl}'  town  records) 
was  born  in  Kilkenn\',  Ireland,  in  1730;  came  to  Wrentham, 
Mass.,  about  the  3'ear  1740;  enlisted  in  the  arm}'  in  the 
last  French  and  Indian  war,  1755-60;  joined  Capt.  Rog- 
ers's famous  cor])s  of  rangers;  was  in  the  battle  near  Fort 
lid  ward  when  Major  Israel  Putnam  was  captured  and 
tied  to  a  tree  to  be  burned,  but  was  fmally  released ; 
served  nearly'  through  the  whole  war.  For  that  service  he 
received  a  grant  of  land  in  Maine,  wdiich  he  exchanged  for 
a  tract  on  Saxton's  river,  near  the  village  of  Grafton,  Vt. 
In  1761  he  married  Melatiah,  sister  of  Ichabod  Fisher,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Kecne,  came  to  Keene  about  the 
same  time  and  bought  the  farm  in  the  west  part  which 
still  remains  in  the  ])ossession  of  his  descendants  —  his  great 
granddaughter,  Martha  Colony,  and  her  husband,  William 
H.  Woodward,  now  occupying  the  homestead. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  energy-  and  courage.  At  one 
time  during  the  war  he  was  in  a  fort,  to  which  the  settlers 
had  fled  with  their  families,  besieged  by  the  French  and 
Indians.  The  infant  children  w^ere  in  great  need  of  milk, 
COW'S  were  grazing  just  beyond  the  enemy's  outposts,  and 
young  Colony  volunteered  to  get  the  milk.  Taking  his 
gun,  his  pail  and  his  trustx^  flog,  he  stole  through  the 
encm3''s  lines,  reached  the  cows,  filled  his  pail,  and  started 
to  return.  When  nearly  half  way  to  the  fort  his  dog 
barked,  and  turning,  he  confronted  an  Indian,  whom  he 
quickly  shot,  then  picked  up  his  pail  and  ran  for  the  fort. 
The  dog  and  the  girn  had  roused  the  savages  and  they 
followed  in  hot  pursuit,  but  Colony  reached  the  fort  in 
safety,  with  his  pail  of  milk  intact.  At  another  time,  after 
he  came  to  Keene,  he  heard  a  large  bear  foraging  at  night 
in  his  cornfield,  a  little  to  the  southwest  of  his  log  cabin. 
He  took  the  old  musket  that  he  had  carried  through  the 
war  and  went  out  and  shot  him,  and  had  his  skin  for  a 
trophy. 
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He  died  in  1797.  His  children  were:  Hannah,  born  in 
1762;  Timothy,  liorn  in  1764;  Mclatiali,  Ijorn  in  1766; 
and  Josiab,  born  in  1774.. 

TIMOTHY  COLONY. 

Timothy  Colony,  son  of  John  and  Melatiah  (Fisher) 
Colony,  was  born  in  Keene  in  1764;  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Dwinnell  (her  nsothcr,  Mury  Estes 
Dwinnell,  was  a  descendant  of  the  parents  of  Rebecca 
(Towne)  Nurse,  who  was  hanged  as  a  witch  in  1692;  see 
sketch  of  Phineas  Nourse) ;  lived  on  the  Colony  homestead  ; 
had  Josiah,  born  1791,  Polh-,  born  1793,  John,  born  1795, 
Joshua  D.,  bom  1804,  and  three  other  children.  He  died 
in  1836,  aged  seventy-two. 

JOSIAH  COLONY. 

Josiah  Colon3',  eldest  son  of  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Dwin- 
nell) Colonj^  and  grandson  of  John  Colou}'  above,  was 
born  in  1791;  brought  up  on  the  farm;  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  by  his  own  efforts  in  extensive  reading 
and  study,  gaining  thereby  unusual  general  intelligence. 
Robust  and  athletic,  and  displaying  a  remarkable  aptitude 
for  mechanics,  he  was  employed  in  early  manhood  in  run- 
ning the  saw  and  grist  mills  where  the  Faulkner  &  Colony 
mills  now  stand.  While  thus  employed,  in  1814,  he  enlisted 
in  the  compan}^  of  Capt.  James  M.  Warner,  of  Ac  worth,  in 
the  regiment  of  Lt.  Col.  John  Steele,  of  Peterboro,  of  the 
detached  militia  sent  to  Portsmouth  in  September  to  de- 
fend that  town  and  harbor  from  an  attack  of  the  British, 
then  threatened.  After  a  service  of  sixty  days,  when  the 
danger  was  passed,  he  was  discharged,  with  his  company. 

In  1815,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Francis  Faulk- 
ner, clothier,  and  with  him  bought  all  the  mills  and  water 
privileges  where  he  had  been  at  work,  except  those  owned 
by  Azel  Wilder,  west  of  the  sawmill,  and  established  cind 
carried  on  a  successful  business,  which  their  descendants 
still  continue,  greatly  enlarged. 

In  1817,  Mr.  Colon}'  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Danforth  Taylor,  of  Stoddard.  The  children  by  this  mar- 
riage were  Timothj^,  George  D.,  Henry,  Mary  A.,  Alfred 
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T.,  John  E.  and  Horatio,  horn  between  1819  and  1835. 
In  1S53,  lit  married  for  liis  second  wile,  Mrs.  Jane  (Uriggs) 
I'licll,  hy  wlioni  he  had  one  son,  Josiah  D.,  born  in  1855. 
He  died  in  18G7,  aged  sevent3'-six. 

Mr.  Colony  was  a  reniarkrd)!}'  keen  observer, ^  shrewd 
and  persistent  in  his  business  alTairs,  but  of  the  strictest 
integrity.  He  never  souglit  puljlie  office,  l)ut  was  generous 
and  public  spirited  in  everything  that  pertained  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community. 

JOSHUA    D.  COLONY. 

Joshua  D.  Colony,  (named  for  Capt.  Joshua  Durant), 
son  of  Timothy  and  Sarah  (Dwinnell)  Colony,  was  born 
in  1804;  had  a  common  school  education;  when  a  \'Oung 
man  was  a  clerk  in  the  IMiocnix  Hotel ;  began  business  in 
1828  with  Ell^ridge  Kcyes  (Kcyes  &  Colony)  in  the  west 
end  of  Wilders'  building  (now  Ball's  l)lock).  The  firm 
built  a  three-story  l)rick  store  in  1832,  on  the  site  of  the 
])resent  postoffice,  and  moved  into  it  in  1833.  That  firm 
dissolved  in  1S44-,  and  Mr.  Colonj^  with  his  nephew,  Tim- 
othy Colony  (J.  I).  &  T.  Colony)  succeeded  Sumner 
Wheeler  &  Co.,  in  Perry's  block,  ou  the  east  side  of  the 
Square,  where  Colon\-'s  block  now  stands.  They  after- 
w^ards  took  in  Timothy  Colony's  brother,  Henr3'  (J.  D. 
Colony  &  Co.),  and  added  to  their  business  the  manufacture 
of  window  glass  at  the  old  works  on  the  site  of  the  present 
jail  —  the  last  of  glass-making  in  Keene.  That  firm  dissolved 
in  1850,  and  Mr.  Colony,  with  Geo.  W.  Tilden  (Tilden  & 
Colony)  took  the  old  Lamson  store,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Stiuare,  then  owned  by  Geo.  H.  Richards.  In  1853, 
Mr.  Col  GUV  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  he  held  that 
office  eight  3'ears,  through  the  administrations  of  Presi- 
dents Fierce  and  Buchanan  —  keeping  the  office  at  his  store. 

In  1S55,  the  Cheshire  Coimty  bank  was  organized  (now 
the  Keene  National).    Mr.  Tilden  retired  from  the  firm  to 

'Maiij-  til  Mr.  CoJ'.tiy'N  brijiilit  and  witty  sayings  were  repeated,  one  of 
which,  sbi.ivu)^,'  tbe  rk-rirnfss  of  his  financial  -vision,  is  friven  here.  During  the 
Civii  war,  v.  hfii  jcipcr  money  was  in  great  abundance  and  business  i.vas  cxceed- 
'"Kiy  I'l  OfiLnlik,  the  firm  invested  lar;»cly  in  re;il  cst.-ite.  At  one  time  Mr.  Colony 
liJ!  rKriiijcd  for  n  tr:.ict  of  laud  in  Ash  Sv\  ani]i  ni«ado\v.«;,  and  asktd  his  partner, 
Mr,  C  h.-uic'^  S.  i-.-mikiK-r  to  '^o  with  him  to  look  .it  it.  Arriving  ou  the  land 
Mr  3-';in[kii<Lt  louked  it  over  and  said:  "Why,  Mr.  Colony,  thi;^  is  very  poor 
1:.)!',!.  it  (loesH't  i.c.ir  ;it)y1.hing  but  cbeckerhcrrics."  "  Ves,  yes,"  said  Mr. 
C^.S.Miy,  '*l>iit  a  i.nshe!  of  ehtckerlicrries  will  lie  worth  as  much  as  a  bushel  of 
g;-i:vu!);.>ckv;  i!  thi'  v,-.-,u'  con  ( iiines." 
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become  its  cashier,  and  bis  ])!ace  was  taken  b_v  Mr.  Col- 
on\''s  son,  Lewis  J.  (J.  D.  &  L.  J.  Colony).  In  1860  the 
firm  sold  out  their  mercantile  business  and  bought  the 
cotton  mill  at  IMunsonvilie.  A  few  years  later  the  Cheshire 
Republican  was  purchased  by  J.  D.  Colon\-  &  Sons,  includ- 
ing Ormoud  E.  and  Oscar  L.,  who  had  been  in  the  firm 
since  1S60  —  the  father  assuming  the  chief  editorial  work 
and  management  —  and  that  property  still  continues  under 
the  same  firm  name,  in  the  possession  of  the  son,  Oscar 
L.  Colony-. 

Mr.  Colony  married.  1831,  Frances  Seamans  Blake, 
daughter  of  Ira  and  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Obadiah  Blake 
of  Keene.  Pier  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Seamans, 
one  of  the  active  business  men  of  Kcenc  in  the  earh'  da\'s, 
who,  in  partnership  with  Moses  Johnson,  had  potash  and 
pearlash  works  and  a  distilleiw  on  what  is  now  Castle 
street,  a  tanner_v  in  rear  of  the  present  Eagle  Hotel,  and, 
with  Ebenezer  Daniels,  a  large  shoe  manufactory  on  Main 
street;  and  built  and  lived  in  what  is  now  72  School 
street. 

Mr.  Colony  had  three  sons,  named  above,  and  three 
daughters,  Frances  M..  Sarah  and  Hannah.  He  died  in 
1891. 

NOAH  COOKE. 

Noah  Cooke,  "a  descendant  of  Major  Aaron  Cook, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1630  and  commenced  the 
settlement  of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  afterwards  removed  to 
Connecticut;"  was  born  at  Hadley,  Mass.,  in  1749;  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  in  1769;  studied  divinity,  and  was 
licensed  to  preach,  in  1771;  joined  the  American  forces  at 
Winter  Hill  in  October,  1775;  ''received  his  first  commis- 
sion as  chaplain,  dated  January  1st,  1776,  'embracing  the 
Fifth  regiment  of  foot  commanded  b_v  Col.  John  Stark,  and 
the  Eighth  regiment  commanded  by  Col.  Enoch  Poor,  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States.'  In  1777  (to  1780)  he  was 
chaplain  to  the  hospital  of  the  Eastern  department.  These 
commissions  entitled  him  to  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel." 
(History  of  New  Ipswich).  He  served  till  Oct.  3,  1780. 
Soon  after  leaving  the  army  he  came  to  Keene;  read  law 
with  Daniel  Newcomb,  Esq. ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 


578 


IIISTOKV  OF  i<j:i-.\t\ 


Jniniary,  17S4-;  married  Mary  (Polly),  (laiit^hter  of  Na- 
thaniel Rockwood  of  Winchester,  N.  H.,  in  the  same  month 
and  removed  to  New  Ipswich  tlie  same  year;  bonght  of 
Daniel  Ncwcomb,  in  1790,  the  "Cooke  place"  on  I'ltasant 
street;  came  to  Keene  in  1791,  hnilt  the  "Cooke  honsc " 
(still  standing,  on  West  street),  and  made  that  his  home- 
stead, and  died  therein  1829,  aged  eighty.  During  the  last 
vears  of  his  life  his  office  was  in  the  northwest  parlor  of 
that  house.  Previous  to  that  it  had  been  on  the  east  side 
of  Main  street,  below  the  Edwards  tavern,  and  later  on 
the  cast  side  of  the  Square.  He  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  leading  law^-ers  in  the  count}';  for  ten  3'ears  — 1795 
to  1804 — town  clerk  of  Keene;  and  was  an  upright, 
honorable  man,  much  respected  by  the  whole  community. 
His  children  w^ere:  Noah,  born  in  New  Ipswich,  1785; 
died  in  Keene,  1791.  Josiah  I^arsons,  born  in  New  Ips- 
wich in  1787;  studied  with  his  father;  mai'ried  Mary  Pratt, 
of  Boston ;  went  to  that  city  and  became  an  eminent  and 
very  successful  lawyer.  Polly  (Mary),  born  in  New^  Ips- 
wich, 1788;  married  Rev.  Silas  Wilder  of  Keene.  Noah  R., 
born  in  Keene,  1792. 

Mr.  Cooke  ntarried  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Moore,  of 
Bolton,  Mass. 

HENRY  COOLIDGE. 

Henry  Coolidge  came  from  Massachusetts  when  a 
young  man  and  entered  Abijah  Foster's  store  at  West 
Keene  as  a  clerk;  married  Calista,  daughter  of  Abiathar 
Pond,  of  Keene;  with  his  brother-in-law  (Pond  &  Cool- 
idge) bought  out  Mr.  Foster  in  1809;  was  afterwards  the 
popular  —  and  the  last  —  landlord  of  the  old  Ralston 
tavern ;  did  much  business  in  the  town  and  county  as  a 
surveyor  of  land  ;  was  for  many  j^ears  clerk  of  the  court 
and  held  that  office  at  the  time  of  his  death;  did  a  large 
amount  of  legal  business  as  magistrate;  was  state  senator 
in  1837;  had  six  children,  one  of  whom,  Jane  F.,  married 
Dr.  A.  S.  Carpenter  of  Keene;  died  in  1843,  aged  fift3'-six. 

KENDALL  CROSSFIELD. 

Kendall  Crossfield,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Cross- 
field,  was  born  about  1808;  married  Rebecca  Graves,  of 
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Walpole ;  caine  from  Peterboro  to  Keene  in  1885;  lived 
first  on  Beech  hill,  then  in  the  house  now  No.  33  Marlboro 
street;  had  nine  children;  married,  second,  Rebecca  Martin 
of  Walpole.  He  was  an  excellent  mechanic,  contractor 
and  builder,  public  spirited  and  active  in  general  affairs, 
and  had  an  unusual  talent  for  music.  His  son,  Wni.  K., 
enlisted  in  the  Sixth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  in  1861, 
rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  and  was  killed  at  Petersburg, 
Va.,  July  30,  1S64. 

SAMUEL  AND  EBENEZER  DANIELS. 

Samuel  and  Ebenezer  Daniels  came  to  Upper  Ashuelot, 
from  Wrentham,  Mass.,  previous  to  1740,  and  settled  on 
the  hill  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town ;  and  for  manv 
vears  it  was  called  Daniels'  hill,  now  West  mountain. 
They  and  some  of  their  descendants  lived  there  for  more 
than  one  hundred  years  —  until  about  1850. 

CHARLES  BELDIKG  DAXIELS. 

Capt.  Charles  Belding  Daniels,  son  of  Jaljez  and  Eleanor 
(Chapman)  Daniels,  was  l>orn  in  Keene,  in  1816;  entered 
West  Point  Militarx^  academy  from  Rutland,  Yt.;  gradu- 
ated in  1836;  was  in  the  Florida  war;  in  the  Second  U.  S. 
artillery  in  the  Mexican  war;  on  staff  duty  in  the  battles 
of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma ;  on  staff  of  Gen. 
Worth  at  the  battle  of  Monterey  and  was  mentioned  for 
gallant  services  ;  was  in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista;  mortall3' 
wounded  at  Molina  del  Key,  and  died  at  the  city  of  Mexico, 
Oct.  26,  1847 ;  a  man  of  high  character  and  genial  man- 
ners, and  a  notably  fine  soldier.  His  remains  were  brought 
to  Keene  and  buried  from  the  First  Congregational  church. 

AAEON  DAVIS. 

Aaron  Davis,  son  of  Aaron,  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
(who  lived  with  his  son  here  in  Keene),  was  born  in 
Peacham,  Vt.,  in  1788;  came  to  Keene  when  a  j'oung 
man;  was  a  blacksmith,  large  and  muscular;  married  Re- 
becca Nourse,  of  Keene;  partner  with  John  Towns  in  a 
shop  on  Main  street  near  the  present  railroad  station ; 
bought  the  water  privilege  at  South  Keene  in  1824;  built 
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a  shop  with  a  trii)-haiiinic*r  (first  in  this  vicinity)  anr]  made 
hoes,  axes  and  otlicr  tools;  built  an  iron  foundry  and  made 
])loughs,  and,  later,  took  William  I^amson  in  as  partner  in 
the  manufacture  of  firearms.  Charcoal  was  the  principal 
fuel,  but  anthracite  was  used  for  meltin^f  iron — brought  uj) 
the  Connecticut  river  in  vessels  and  hauled  thence  with 
teams.  Iron  ore  was  hauled  from  Vermont  at  a  cost  of 
$G0  per  ton,  delivered.  About  1836,  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship \y\th  Thomas  M.  Edwards  and  George  Page;  turned 
his  hoe  factory  into  a  machine  shop;  J.  A.  Fay  and  Ed- 
ward Joslin  joined,  and  the  manufacture  of  wood-workiug 
machinery,  which  has  since  been  so  profitable  and  so  largely' 
developed,  was  Ijegun.  Messrs.  Davis,  Page  and  Edwards 
afterwards  sold  out,  and  Fay  and  Joslin,  under  the  firm 
name  of  J.  A.  F'ay  &  Co.,  continued  the  business. 

Mr.  Davis  had  nine  children,  born  between  181G  and 
1835.  Fi^aiicis,  tlie  fourth,  married  Sophronia  Nourse,  of 
Keenc;  Ellen  Rebecca  married  Francis  E.  Ke3-es,  of  Keene. 

Mr.  Davis  died  in  1857,  aged  sixty-nine. 

FBENEZfiR  DAY. 

Ebenezer  Daj'  was  one  of  the  earh'  settlers;  an  original 
member  of  the  church  at  its  formation  in  1738;  served  in 
Capt.  WiUard's  company  of  soldiers  here  in  1747-8;  lived 
on  the  farm  rccentiv  known  as  the  Carpenter  farm,  the 
last  but  one  in  Keene  on  the  old  road  to  Surrj-,  east  side 
of  the  river,  whei'e  he  and  his  sons  kept  tavern  for  many 
years.  When  the  Indian  war  broke  out  in  1755,  he  and 
his  neigh])or,  Peter  Hayward,  who  had  settled  a  few  hun- 
dred 3'ards  north  of  him,  were  "hurriedly  warned  of  an 
attack  l)y  the  Indians  at  Up])er  Ashuelot.  My  father  {Mr. 
Da^-)  came  in  great  haste  from  his  work,  saddled  his  horse 
and  told  ni}'  mother  to  get  read5^  quickh^  to  ride  to  the 
fort.  The}-  started  at  once  —  father  in  the  saddle  (doubt- 
less with  little  Ruth,  four  j^ears  old,  in  bis  arms),  mother 
on  the  ]>il]ion  1)chind,  clinging  w-ith  one  hand  to  her  hus- 
1>and  and  with  the  other  grasping  the  meal  sack  into  which 
the  baby  (Bathsheba,  about  one  year  old)  had  been  hastily 
dumped  for  greater  convenience  in  transportation  (carr^'- 
ing  it  dangling  beside  the  horse).    The  fort  was  reached  in 
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safety-,  but.  on  alig-hting  from  the  horse,  the  sack  was 
opened  and  the  l)abj  was  found  with  her  head  down- 
wards, having  made  the  journe_y  of  four  perilous  miles  in 
that  abnormal  position.  Ko  ill  consequences,  however, 
resulted  from  the  baby's  inversion."  (Mrs.  Adin  Holbrook 
—  Hannah  Da}-  — sister  of  the  baby.)  That  baby  lived  to 
marry  Nathan  Blake,  Jr.,  in  1780,  and  to  have  eight  chil- 
dren. 

Mr.  Dav  died  in  1776,  aged  sixtj'-three,  and  was  the 
first  to  be  buried  in  the  north  burying  ground.  His  wife, 
Bathsheba,  died  in  1798.  Two  of  their  sons,  Ebenezer,  Jr., 
and  Daniel,  were  volunteers  in  the  Revolutionary  army  in 
1777,  and  Daniel  again  volunteered  in  1779  and  in  1780. 
Their  daughter  Hannah  married  Adin  Flolbrook  in  1780. 

SAMUEL  DINS^MOOR, 

Samuel  Dinsmoor,  (commonly  spoken  of  as  "the  elder 
Governor  Dinsmoor")  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Coch- 
rane) Dinsmoor,  was  born  in  Windham,  N.  H.,  in  1766, 
and  was  the  fourth  son  in  a  family  of  ten  children. 

His  father  was  third  in  descent  from  a  sturdy-  Scotch- 
Irish  pioneer  —  one  of  the  band  that  settled  Londonderry 
and  Windham  —  and  was  a  typical  representative  of  that 
noble  race,  inventing  and  constructing  most  of  the  imple- 
ments with  which  he  cleared  and  successful^  cultivated 
his  inheritance  of  1,400  acres  of  px-imitivc  forest.  Notwith- 
standing the  hardships  of  such  a  life,  with  its  limited  sup- 
pi  \'  of  books,,  he  displayed  a  taste  for  literature  and  a  gift 
for  versification  which  was  further  developed  in  his  son, 
Robert,  who  achieved  celebrity  under  the  name  of  the 
"Rustic  Bard." 

Having  a  strong  desire  for  an  education,  3'oung  Dins- 
moor readih'  obtained  the  consent  of  his  parents,  studied 
for  a  while  under  Rev.  Simon  Williams  —  walking  eight 
miles  each  da\'  for  that  purpose  —  and  entered  Dartmouth 
college  in  1785,  his  father  sending  an  ox  team  to  carry  his 
small  outfit.  To  aid  in  pa_ving  his  expenses  he  taught 
school  in  winter,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  faculty', 
opened  a  small  store  for  the  sale  of  goods  bought  in  Bos- 
ton and  hauled  to  Hanover  b\^  his  brothers  with  ox  teams. 
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He  gratlnaled  in  17S9,  studied  law  with  Hon.  I'elc;^ 
Spraguc,  in  Kccnc,  and  by  Mr.  S])ra;^uc's  advice  and  cn- 
couragtiiiiciiL  made  thi.s  town  his  ])ernianent  home. 

He  married,  in  170S,  Marv  Boyd  Reid,  daughter  of 
Gen.  George  and  Mary  (Woodburn)  Reid  of  Londonderry. 
Slie  was  noted  for  her  lovely  eharaeter  and  agreeable 
manners,  and  as  being  the  wife  of  one  governor  of  New 
Hamp.shire  and  the  mother  of  another.  Her  fatlier  was  a 
distinguished  commander  of  one  of  the  three  Continental 
regiments  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  Dinsmoors  first  lived  in  a  house  which  stood  on 
the  site  now  occupied  l)y  the  rear  of  the  south  end  of 
Gurnscy's  Idock.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Sjirague  in  1800, 
Mr.  Dinsmoor  bought  tlie  "  Si)rague  house,"  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  street,  now  (1902)  Airs.  Laton  Martin's,  and 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  there. 

His  first  law  office  was  a  small  building  just  north  of 
his  first  residence,  but  he  afterwards  succeeded  Judge  New- 
comb  in  another  small  building  where  the  railroad  track 
now-  lies,  on  the  cast  side  of  Main  street.  That  building 
was  removed  when  the  railroad  was  built  and  is  now  the 
residence  of  Mr.  George  E.  Poole,  320  Roxbury  street. 

In  1804—5  he  was  active  in  tlie  reorganization  of  the 
celebrated  Keene  Light  Tnfantrj',  was  chosen  captain,  and 
commancied  it  with  brilliant  success  until  1809,  when  he 
was  j)romoted  to  major  in  the  Twentieth  regiment  of 
militia;  and  the  same  \'car  was  apjiointed  quartermaster 
general  of  the  state,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  general, 
which  office  he  held  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  until 
ISIG. 

In  1808  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  succeeded  in 
1811  —  when  he  took  his  seat  jn  congress  —  by  his  partner, 
Eooz  M.  Athcrton.  He  was  reelected  to  congress  in  1812, 
and  his  votes  there  in  support  of  the  administration  and 
in  favor  of  the  war  with  England  so  exasperated  those  of 
the  opposite  party  in  Cheshire  county  that  upon  his  return 
from  Washington,  fearing  for  his  personal  safety,  his 
friends  in  Keciie  formed  themselves  into  a  bod3'guard  for 
his  protection.  In  1821-2  he  was  a  member  of  the  state 
council ;  in  1823  a  candidate  for  governor,  but  there  was 
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no  choice  In'  the  people,  and  Levi  Woodbur}-  was  elected. 
In  1S30  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  g<jvernor, 
and  was  elected  in  1S31  and  for  three  consccntivc  tei'ms 
— for  the  second  and  third  terms  almost  without  o]3iX)- 
sition. 

"  His  official  career  was  characterized  by  a  spirit  of 
impartial  and  disinterested  thoup;ht  for  the  welfare  of  the 
state.  .\  conspicuous  instance  of  this  was  his  appointment 
of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Joel  Parker,  a  Whig^,  to  a  vacancy 
on  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court."  It  was  he  who  first 
recommended  to  the  legisLature  the  establishment  of  a  state 
asylum  for  the  insane. 

He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Ashuclot  bank,  in 
1S33,  holding  that  office  until  his  decease;  and  he  filled 
man3'  responsible  positions  in  town  and  state,  always  with 
abilit\-  and  strict  integrity,  and  was  a  leader  in  all  enter- 
prises for  the  public  good.  He  entertained  much  and  Yer3' 
handsomely;  and  in  his  private  life  his  gcniidity  and  win- 
ning manners  made  him  loved  and  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

He  died  March  15,  1835,  surviving  his  wife  about 
three  months.  His  children  were  Samuel,  born  in  1799; 
Mary  Eliza,  born  in  ISOl,  married  Robert  Means  of 
Amherst,  N.  H.;  George  Reid,  born  in  1803;  and  William, 
born  in  1805. 

S.\MUEI>  DIXSMOOR. 

Samuel  Dinsraoor,  LL.  D.  —  "the  A'Oimger  Governor 
Dinsmoor " -—son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  B.  (Reid)  Dinsmoor, 
w-as  born  in  1799;  entered  Dartmouth  college  at  the  age 
of  eleven  and  graduated  at  fifteen.  While  vet  verv  voung 
he  was  sent  to  Europe  on  business  for  the  family,  giving 
him  access  to  the  best  society  and  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  French  language,  then  a  rare  accomplishment.  He 
read  law  with  his  father;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the 
age  of  19;  in  the  next  year,  1819,  was  appointed  secretar}' 
to  Gen.  James  Miller,  then  governor  of  Arkansas  territor}-; 
returned  to  Keene  after  three  vears ;  practiced  law;  was 
chosen  cashier  of  the  Ashuclot  bank  and  held  that  position 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  whom  he  succeeded  as  presi- 
dent, and  continued  in  that  Ccipacity  until  he  died,  in  1869. 
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His  ijolislicd  maimei's  and  elegant  handwriting^  led  to  his 
election  as  clerk  of  the  state  senate  in  182G,  and  he  held 
that  ollicc  four  terms.  In  lR-1-9  he  was  elected  governor  of 
New  Hampshire  and  served  with  great  popularity  through 
three  successive  terms.  His  administration,  like  that  of  his 
father,  was  honorable  and  statesmanlike;  and  he  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  fine  presence,  his  genial  and  courteous 
manners  and  his  cultivated  mind. 

In  IS-ii  he  married  Anne  Eliza,  daughter  of  Hon. 
William  Jarvis,  of  Weathers  field,  Yt.,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  Sarnuel  and  William.  Mrs.  Dinsraoor  died  in 
1849.  He  afterwards  married  Mrs.  Catherine,  widow  of 
Hon.  Charles  j.  Fox,  daughter  of  Daniel  Abbott,  Esq.,  of 
Nashua,  a  lad}-  remarkable  for  elegance  and  dignity  of 
manners  and  high  character.  After  his  first  marriage  he 
lived  in  the  Phineas  Fiske  house,  and  bought  the  place  in 
1S49.  After  his  second  marriage  he  moved  that  house 
back  to  the  corner  of  Winchester  and  Madison  streets, 
where  it  still  stands,  and  built  the  present  mansion  on  the 
Fiske  lot,  corner  Main  and  Winchester  streets.  To  enlarge 
his  lot  he  also  bought  the  W'idow  Newcomb  cottage,  next 
south,  and  moved  that  back,  and  it  stands  next  to  the 
Fiske  house,  on  Madison  street. 

WILTJAM  DINSMOOR. 

William  Dinsmoor,  son  of  the  elder  governor,  was  born 
in  1805 ;  attended  the  Norwich  Military  academy,  in  Ver- 
mont, under  the  cele1)rated  Capt.  Partridge;  was  post- 
master at  Keene  imder  President  Jackson ;  and  was  director 
and  ]:;resident  of  the  Ashuelot  bank.  He  married,  iu  1835, 
Julia  .\nnc,  daughter  of  Phineas  Fiske,  of  Keene,  who  died 
Jan.  .1,  1854,  leaving  three  children,  Mary  B.,  George  R. 
and  Frank  Fiske.  He  lived  in  the  brick  house  built  b_v  his 
father  next  his  own  on  Main  street,  until  ISSO,  when  he 
removed  to  the  present  famih'  residence  on  Washington 
street,  where  he  died  in  1884. 

EPTIRAIM  DORMAN. 

Capt.  Ephraim  Dornian,  son  of  Lieut.  Ephraim,  of 
Topsfield,  J\lass.,  was  born  in  1710;  married  Hepzibah 
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Peabodv,  of  Boxford ;  came  to  Upper  Ashuelot  as  early  as 
1738  ;  gave  the  alarm  wlieii  the  ludians  attacked  the  place 
in  1746,  and  had  a  personal  encounter  with  one  of  the 
savaeres;  was  lieutenant  in  the  militia  in  the  last  French 
and  Indian  war;  captain  of  the  military  company  in  Keene 
in  1773-5;  owned  much  land  in  the  township  and  was  a 
leading  man  in  the  community.  After  his  wife  died,  Jan. 
16,  1781,  he  gave  his  property'  to  his  friend,  Thomas 
Baker,  Esq.,  who  came  from  the  same  town,  for  his 
support  and  maintenance,  lived  with  him  in  the  Dorm  an 
house,  which  is  still  standing  on  the  sand  knoll,  Baker 
street,  died  there  in  1795,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  south 
yard.  His  homestead  is  shown  on  the  map  of  1750,  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  street,  just  north  of  the  Boston  road, 
where  Mr.  E.  A.  Fox  now  lives.  He  hiul  one  son,  Benja- 
min, and  one  daughter,  Mary. 

Wm.  S.  Briggs,  in  his  "mortuarj^"  on  the  old  burjnng 
ground  in  Ash  Swamp,  says  that  Isaac  Clark  "married 
Mary  Dornian.  daughter  of  Ephraim  Dorman,  December 
22,  1751."  He  then  goes  on  to  repeat  Mr.  Hale's  story 
in  his  Annals  of  Keene  of  Mrs.  Clark's  race  with  the 
Indian  in  the  massacre  of  174-6,  saying  that  the  woman 
was  Mary  Dorman  before  she  married  Mr.  Clark.  But 
her  father,  Ephraim  Dorman,  was  only  thirtj'-six  years 
old  at  that  time,  and  it  seems  hardl}'  probable  that  Mr. 
Hale,  who  wrote  seventy-five  years  afterwards,  should 
have  called  so  young  a  girl  as  she  must  have  been  "  Mrs. 
Clark,"  even  if  she  afterwards  married  Mr.  Clark.  It  is 
much  more  probable  that  that  race  was  run  b}--  a  previous 
Mrs.  Clark. 

JOHN  DRAPER. 

"John  Draper  and  his  wife  came  from  Watertown  to 
Keene,  about  this  time,  (1795)  and  established  themselves 
in  West-street. — They  were  once  rich,  and  it  is  related  of 
her  that,  when  the  British  had  possession  of  Boston,  in 
1776,  she  several  times  rode  into  Boston,  in  a  chaise,  and 
brought  back  kegs  of  powder  concealed  under  her  cloak. 
She  was  a  little  startled  when,  on  one  occasion,  her  horse 
being  frightened,  a  British  officer  took  hold  of  the  bridle, 
and  led  him  along  until  he  became  calm.  It  is  also  said 
that  a  portion  of  her  time  was  occupied  in  running  bullets 
for  the  rebels,  w^hich,  until  wanted  for  use,  were  hid  in  the 
hay-mow."    (Annals,  page  79.) 
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Jdliii  I)r.'i])er  lived  Miid  had  liis  shop  as  fancy  butcher, 
!)aker  .'Uid  candle  maker  on  Pleasaiil  street  (in  the  little 
old  yellow  house  mentioned  in  this  history;  see  map  of 
ISOO),  succeeding  Ichabod  Fislicr,  the  first  trader  in  Keenc. 

Another  version  of  the  story  of  Mary  Draper,  his  wife, 
is,  that  when  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  she  was 
living  with  her  fainiK'  on  a  large  farm  near  the  Dcdhanj 
line.  When  the  Lexington  alarm  came,  she  started  all  the 
men  on  the  farm  off  to  join  the  patriot  army,  and  heated 
her  two  great  brick  ovens  red  hot.  Then  she  and  her 
daughter  Kate  went  to  baking  bread.  They  set  out  tables 
in  front  of  the  house  and  kept  them  spread  with  bread  and 
cheese  and  buckets  of  cider.  Soon  the  minute  men  began 
to  p;iss,  and  for  two  days  they  kept  it  up,  and  all  ate, 
drank  and  were  refreshed  with  her  "good  cheer."  Among 
the  last  to  be  served  were  Gen.  Putnam  and  his  soldiers 
from  Connecticut.  When  the  call  for  bullets  came,  she  pro- 
cured bullet  moulds  and  with  her  own  hands  melted  every 
])icce  of  pewter  in  the  house  and  ran  it  into  bullets.  Then 
she  took  the  bullets,  with  some  powder,  on  horseback  and 
carried  them  to  the  patriot  army.  She  w^as  stopped  by  the 
British  guard,  but  answere<l  questions  so  adroitly  as  to 
esca})e  detection.  Later,  when  the  "I'cbels"  needed  blankets 
and  clothing,  she  s])un  and  wove  all  the  wool  from  her 
ample  flocks  for  their  benefit.  Those  bullet  moulds  and  a 
family  Bible  printed  in  1769  are  still  in  possesion  of  her 
descendants. 

When  the  organization  called  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  was  formed  in  Boston,  they  named 
one  of  their  chapters  "The  Mar3^  Draper  Chapter"  of  the 
D.  A.  R. 

ASA  DUNBAR. 

Asa  Dunbar,  son  of  Samuel  of  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
was  born  in  1745;  graduated  at  Harvard  in  17G7; 
preached  a  short  time  at  Bedford,  Mass.;  settled  in  the 
ministr\'^  at  Salem,  Mass.;  was  a  preacher  of  superior 
ability;  his  health  failed,  and  he  w^as  dismissed  at  his  own 
request  in  1779;  read  law  with  Joshua  Abbott  of  Amherst; 
settled  as  a  lawyer  in  Kecne  in  1783 ;  excelled  as  an 
advocate;  married  Mary,  sister  of  Daniel  Jones,  the  noted 


BIOGRA PHICAL  SKETCHES. 


587 


lawyer  of  Hinsdale;  was  a  prominent  Mason,  master  of 
Rising  Sun  Lotlge;  died  while  town  clerk,  June  22.  17S7, 
highh'  esteemed ;  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors.  His 
children  were;  Policy,  born  in  Salem,  1773;  William,  born 
in  Weston,  1776;  Cliarles,  born  in  Harvard,  1780;  Sophia, 
born  in  Harvard,  1781;  Louisa,  born  in  Keene,  1785; 
Cynthia,  born  in  Keene,  1787,  married  Thorcau,  and  was 
the  mother  of  Henry  D.  Thoreau,  the  celebrated  writer  of 
Concord,  Mass. 

ELIJAH  DUNBAR. 

Elijah  Dunbar,  son  of  Samuel  of  Bridgcwater  (who 
was  the  elder  half-ljrother  of  Asa  above),  was  born  in 
Bridgcwater  Iti  1759;  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1782; 
took  deacon's  orders  in  the  Episcopal  church;  came  to 
Keene  soon  after  graduating,  and,  with  Itharnar  Chase, 
held  the  first  Episcopal  service  in  town ;  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Alexander  Ralston;  read  law  with  his  uncle 
Asa,  and  was  a  leading  lawyer  in  the  county  for  many 
years;  at  one  time  partner  with  Samuel  Prescott,  at  an- 
other with  Joel  Parker;  first  cashier  of  tlie  Cheshire  bank; 
built  the  present  residence  of  W.  H.  Elliot,  but  never  lived 
in  it,  and  sold  to  Nathan  Bixbj^  and  John  P>]Iiot ;  lived  in 
the  "plastered  house,"  formerh'  the  Bullard  Coffee  House, 
where  Isaac  N.  Spencer  now  lives,  and  had  a  large  garden 
extending  down  to  Water  street;  Dunliar  street  was  named 
for  him;  lived  in  Claremont,  1797-1804;  returned  to  Keene; 
represented  Keene  in  the  legislature  in  ISOO  and  1810; 
died  in  184-7,  aged  eighty- -eight.  His  children  were :  George 
Frederic,  born  in  1794,  married  Catherine  Fisk,  of  West- 
moreland; Laura  Elizabeth,  born  in  1813,  niiirried  Robert 
Ralston  (her  cousin),  still  living  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
(1900),  a  bright  and  interesting  woman. 

JOSirUA  DURANT. 

Capt.  Joshua  Durant  —  of  Huguenot  descent  —  was  in 
the  eompan3'  of  Capt.  Josei)h  Whiteonib  of  Swanzey,  at 
the  Lexington  alarm,  April  21,  1775,  and  marched  to 
Cambridge;  enlisted  for  eight  months;  reenlisted  for  the 
following  winter  and  served  one  year,  in  all,  at  that  tiiue; 
came  to  Keene;  enlisted  as  a  private  from  Keene  in  the 
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coinpaiiy  of  Capt.  Hlisha  Mack,  July  22,  1777,  and  was  in 
tlic  battle  of  Ik'nnington;  joined  Ca])t.  Ncheniiah  Hough- 
ton's conijjany,  Nichols'  regiment,  as  ensign,  June  29,  1780, 
and  served  at  West  I'oint  under  Gen.  Arnold;  was  dis- 
charged in  October  of"  that  year;  was  afterwards  captain 
of  mihtia.  When  he  first  came  to  Keene  he  lived  on  the 
"  Ekn  Gurler  farm,"  West  Keene,  now  T.  M.  Aldrich's.  In 
1793  he  bought  of  Joseph  Brown  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Prof.  Bracq,  and  sold  it  to  Thomas  Baker  in  1807.  He 
married,  in  1780,  UnitA^  daughter  of  Deacon  Simeon  Clark, 
of  Kcenc.    They  had  five  children. 

THOMAS  EDWARDS. 

Dr.  Thomas  Edwards,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mar}'  (Mc- 
Key)  Edwards,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Ct.,  1757,  and 
spent  most  of  his  boyhood  on  a  farm  at  Springfield,  Yt.  His 
great  grandfather,  Thomas,  came  from  Wales,  Eng.,  and 
settled  in  Bostoji,  whence  his  son  removed  to  Middletown. 
In  January,  177(3,  young  Edwards  volunteered  in  the  pa- 
triot army,  was  in  the  siege  of  Quebec  and  the  disastrous 
retreat  that  followed,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  in 
the  fall  of  that  _vear.  He  then  began  the  stnd}^  of  medi- 
cine, reading  all  the  books  he  could  get  at  Springfield ; 
came  to  Kccne  and  studied  under  Dr.  Thomas  Frink ; 
went  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  completed  his  studies,  and 
was  for  two  years  a  physician  and  apothecarj'  there.  He 
came  to  Keene  soon  after  1780,  and  for  many  years  was 
the  leading  physician  of  the  town,  taking  long  rides  on 
horseback,  over  trails  and  rough  roads,  with  his  medicines 
in  bis  saddlebags,  at  twenty-five  cents  a  visit. 

In  April,  1784,  "Thomas  Edwards  of  Keene,  Physician," 
bought  of  Oliver  Hall  the  place  now  known  as  the  "  Cooke 
place"  on  West  street  —  then  three  and  one-half  acres  —  for 
£180.  Four  years  later  he  sold  the  same  —  "the  Farm  or 
Tract  of  Land  whereon  I  now  dwell"  —  to  Daniel  New- 
comb,  for  £200.1  In  1787  he  married  Matilda,  sister  of 
Lemuel  Chandler,  who  came  from  Pomfret,  Ct.,  and  kept 
the  Chandler  House,  then  a  popular  inn,  on  the  site  of  the 

'  r'.irik'l  Xcwcoitili  .>:n)d  the  sninc  plaee,  two  years  later,  to  Ncmh  Cooke,  for 
tb<f  ~anic  priec,  whieh  in;ikL-s  it  evident  th.it  Cooke  built  the  present  house, 
::uth:mfth  tlicrc  mi-Kt  have  lieen  n  fnioUer  one  there  before. 
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present  Cheshire  House.  In  her  youth.  Miss  Chandler  was 
noted  for  lier  personal  heaut_v.  Mr.  Chandler  died  in  1789, 
and  in  1795,  Dr.  Edwards  liought  the  Chandler  House  and 
was  its  landlord  until  ISO-i.  In  1795,  he  bought  100 
acres  lying  on  both  sides  of  Roxbur3'  street,  devoted  much 
time  to  his  farm,  made  bricks  on  the  meadow  where  Frank- 
lin and  Dover  streets  now  are,  and  in  1805,  or  previous  to 
that  \ear,  built  the  house  on  Roxbury  street,  now  the  res- 
idence of  Mrs.  Josiah  Colony,  and  died  there  in  1837,  aged 
eighty.  Mrs.  Edwards  died  in  1843,  aged  eight3'.  Their 
children  were:  Mary,  who  married  Benjamin  Kimball; 
Sarah,  who  married  John  Hatch;  and  Thomas  McKey. 
It  is  related  of  Dr.  Edwards,  who  was  an  excellent  citizen, 
kind  and  obliging,  that  after  he  was  sevent3'-fivc  3'ears  old 
he  thrashed  a  stalwart  young  farmer  weighing  200  pounds 
for  using  insulting  language  towards  him;  and  that  the 
farmer  was  ever  afterwards  his  staunch  friend. 

THOMAS  M.  EDW.\RDS. 

Hon.  Thomas  McKe3'  Edwards,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  and 
Matilda  (Chandler)  Edwards,  was  born  in  Keene  in  1795; 
prepared  for  colle^ge  under  Rev.  John  Sabin  of  Fitzwilliam ; 
graduated  at  Dartmouth,  1813;  read  law  with  Foster 
Alexander,  Esq.,  of  Keene,  Hon.  Thomas  Burgess,  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  and  Hon.  Henry  Hu!)bard  of  Charlestown, 
N.  H.;  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Keene  in 
1817,  and  continued  it  for  about  thirt3'  \'ears;  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  homestead  on  Roxburv  street;  was  post- 
master at  Keene  1817-1829;  member  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire legislature  eight  3-ears  I>etwecn  1834  and  1856;  was 
presidential  elector  in  1856;  served  two  terms  in  congress, 
1859-1863,  where  he  was  appointed  on  important  com- 
mittees, and  was  frequenth'  called  to  the  chair  b3'  the 
speaker;  "and  his  services  at  Washington  were  dis- 
tinguished b3'  unwearied  industry,  the  strictest  integrit3% 
and  great  fidelit3*  to  his  constituents."  (Boston  Journal, 
obit.) 

In  1845  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  Cheshire  rail- 
road; and  he  gave  up  the  practice  of  law  —  except  as  con- 
sulting  attorne3-    and    referee   in  important   cases  —  and 
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flcvoted  all  his  time  and  energies  to  tlie  interests  of  that 
road.  The  route  was  a  di/Tlcult  one,  funds  were  searce, 
eontractors  failed,  riots  among  tlic  laliorers  had  to  be 
f|uellc<l,  and  it  required  all  of  his  great  executive  ability  to 
cjirr^-  the  work  along.  But  he  was  virtually  counsel  for 
the  road  as  well  as  its  president,  and  his  keen  intellect, 
soinid  judgment  and  untiring  industry  overcame  every 
obstacle  and  ensured  success.  He  has  been  called  the  father 
of  the  Cheshire  railroad,  and  it  was  by  his  influence  that 
its  shops  were  built  in  Keene. 

In  town  affairs  he  was  closeh'  identified  with  all  those 
measures  that  were  for  the  best  interests  of  the  people; 
and  for  many  years  he  was  counsel  and  agent  for  the 
tow^n.  In  18G9  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  Ashuelot 
bank  and  held  that  office  until  his  death,  and  he  was  con- 
nected with  many  other  institutions. 

In  1840  he  married  Alary  H.,  daughter  of  Phineas 
Fiske,  of  Keene,  and  they  had  five  daughters  and  two 
sons  —  Thomas  C.  and  one  who  died  3'oung.  Their  daugh- 
ter Isabella  married  Gen.  Thomas  Sherwin  of  Boston. 
Another  daughter,  Wary,  married  William  H.  Elliot  of 
Keene. 

JOHN  ELLIOT. 

John  Elliot,  a  descendant  of  Lieut.  Andrew  Elliot  (who 
came  from  Somersetshire,  Eng.,  to  Beverh-,  Mass.,  in  1669) 
was  a  son  of  David,  a  Revolutionary  soldier;  was  born  in 
1783;  lived  in  his  boyhood  with  his  maternal  uncle,  Major 
Benj.  Adams,  in  New  Ijjswich ;  began  business  as  a  mer- 
chant in  Chesterfield  in  1804,  with  Capt.  Benj.  Cooke; 
came  to  Keene  in  1809  and  began  business  with  Shubael 
Butterfield,  on  the  cast  side  of  Main  street,  below  Pierce's 
tavern;  married,  in  1S09,  Deborah,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Bixby,  then  of  Dublin;  in  1814  joined  Aaron  Appleton, 
Timothy  Twitchell  and  others  in  the  manufacture  of  glass ; 
joined  Aaron  Appleton  in  general  mercantile  business  in 
1814  and  that  firm  (Appleton  &  Elliot)  built  the  store  on 
"  Elliot's  corner,"  two  stories  high,  in  1815;  in  1826,  with 
his  sons,  formed  the  firm  of  John  Elliot  &  Co.  and  con- 
tinued in  business  on  the  corner  for  many  3'ears ;  one  of 
the  early  stockholders  of  Cheshire  bank,  and  for  many 
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3'ears  its  president.  He  was  a  liberal  subseriber  to  the 
building'  of  the  Cheshire  railroad,  and  to  the  first  Unita- 
rian lueeting^honse,  for  -which  he  gave  a  town  clock;  and 
diti  nnich  for  the  prosperit\'  of  the  town.  He  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land  west  of  the  Ashuclot  river,  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  sheep  raising  industry  —  then  exceedingly 
profitable  —  and  his  barns  used  for  that  purpose  are  still 
standing  near  tljc  old  tanner3'  at  West  Keene.  He  first 
lived  on  the  Walpole  road  (School  street),  then  on  the 
south  corner  of  Cross  and  Prison  streets.  In  1814,  in 
connection  with  Nathan  Bixb}'  he  bought  of  Elijah  Dun- 
bar the  house  Dunbar  had  built,  on  Main  street,  now  the 
residence  of  his  grandson,  William  H.  Elliot,  and  lived 
there  until  his  death  in  1SG5,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
Previous  to  this  purchase  he  had  owned  and  lived  in  the 
house  on  Washington  street  afterwards  the  homestead  of 
Phineas  Ilanderson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliot  celebrated  their  golden  wedding, 
Dec.  5,  1859.  Their  children  were;  Deborah  Maria,  born 
1811  and  died,  unmarried,  in  1802;  John  Henry,  born  in 
1813;  James  Bixby,  born  in  1815.  Mrs.  Elliot  died  in  1880, 
aged  ninety-four. 

JOHN   HENRY  ELLIOT. 

John  Henrv  Elliot,  son  of  John  and  Deborah  (Bixby) 
Elliot,  was  born  in  Keene  in  1813 ;  graduated  at  Harvard 
in  1835;  spent  some  j'ears  in  Europe;  married  in  1848, 
Emilj'  Ann,  daughter  of  Lynds  Wheel oc k ;  treasurer  and 
trustee  of  Ashuelot  railroad;  secretary  and  director  of 
Cheshire  railroad  ;  member  of  the  executive  council  of  New 
Hampshire  in  1865-8;  chosen  president  of  the  Cheshire 
bank  in  1861  and  held  that  office  through  life.  In  1892 
he  gave  to  the  city  of  Keene  the  land  and  buildings  for 
the  present  city  hospital.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  literary 
taste  and  of  wide  reading,  and  was  remarkable  for  liis 
origin alit}' ;  and  many  of  his  witt3'  mots  were  repeated 
about  town.  He  died  in  1895,  leaving  three  children : 
W^illiam  Henry,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  M. 
Edwards;  John  Wheeloek,  a  physician  in  Boston;  Emily 
Jane,  married  Tucker  Daland,  of  Boston. 
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HENRY  KLI.IS. 

Deacon  Henry  Ellis  wns  born  in  174-6;  married,  in 
1771,  Alelatiali  Thayer,  of  Mendon,  Mass.;  came  from.- 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  to  Keene  soon  after  marriage,  and  was 
tiic  first  settler  on  the  farm  in  the  west  ])art,  afterwards 
the  ''Baker  farm,"  now  Prof.  Bracq's.  Mrs.  Ellis  sold  her 
wedding  shoes  to  buy  young  apple  trees.  Bears  roamed 
the  forests  then,  and  Mr.  Ellis  caught  one  in  his  trap  and 
killed  it  with  an  axe.  Six  children  were  born  to  them  be- 
tween 1772  and  1783,  Keziah,  Pamela,  one  who  died 
young,  Archelaus,  Samuel  and  Milly.  Mr.  Ellis  sold  that 
farm  to  Cai)t.  Joshua  Durant,  bought  one  at  the  north  end 
of  the  village,  and  lived  seven  years  near  the  site  of  the 
"old  Sun  tavern"  on  Court  street.  He  then  bought  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  the  Surr\^  road,  west  of  the  river, 
three  niiles  from  the  village,  cleared  it,  and  "built  the  large 
house  thereon,"  still  standing,  though  much  altered.  It 
was  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county,  and  his  son, 
Samuel,  married  and  settled  on  the  place  with  him,  and 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Samuel  P.  Ellis.  Mr.  Ellis 
w-as  an  industrious,  even-tempered  man,  and  so  devoutly- 
pious  as  to  be  called  "deacon,"  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  ever  held  that  office  in  anv  church.  In  July,  1776, 
he  joined  Capt.  William  Humphre\''s  compan3-,  Col.  Win- 
gate's  regiment,  sent  to  reinforce  the  northern  arm3'^  on  its 
retreat  from  Canada,  and  served  till  the  regiment  was 
discharged  —  a  short  term. 

Mrs.  Ellis  was  an  energetic  w-oman,  a  good  house- 
keeper and  excellent  helpmate.  She  used  the  large,  unfin- 
ished chambers  of  the  house  for  her  wheels  and  looms, 
and  spun  and  wove  l)oth  wool  and  flax.  She  wove  the 
cloth  for  Susanna  Baker's  wedding  gown  (1790),  white 
linen,  crossed  both  ways  with  lines  of  blue.  (The  groom 
was  Daniel  Watson,  and  the^'  were  the  grandparents  of 
Dr.  George  B.  Twitchell).  One  day  her  husband  broke  his 
plough  point,  and  was  much  discouraged,  for  he  could  not 
replace  it  in  Cheshire  county.  Mrs.  Ellis  mounted  a  horse 
and  rode  through  the  woods  to  Mendon,  fifty  miles,  and 
returned  with  a  new  point.  When  the  first  train  of  cars 
came  to  Keene  she  was  shown  through  it  b}'  Dr.  Amos 
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Twitchell.  "What  do  you  think  of  it?"  asked  the  doctor. 
"It  beats  everything  I've  ever  attended,  balls,  quiltin's, 
weddin's  and  ordinations,"  was  her  droll  reply.  She  lived 
to  be  ninet}' -eight  i-ears  old  —  known  through  the  town,  as 
Grandma'am  Ellis  —  and  died  in  1850.  Dea.  Ellis  died  in 
1838,  aged  ninety-two.  Both  were  buried  in  the  north 
bur3'ing  ground. 

TiMOTHV  ELLIS. 

Col.  Timothy  Ellis,  was  born  in  Dedham,  Mass.,  Sept. 
14.,  1724,  and  canse  to  Keene  in  1765,  or  earlier;  lived  on 
the  hills  four  miles  from  the  village,  on  what  was  then 
called  the  new,  now  the  old,  Westmoreland  road;  died  in 
1817,  aged  niuet\--threc. 

In  1755  he  was  a  sergeant  from  Dedham  in  the  com- 
pan}'  of  Capt.  Eliplialct  Faies,  in  the  expedition  to  Crown 
Point,  and  served  from  ISlaj'  to  Novend^er.  He  was  a 
lieutenant  in  Capt.  Simon  Slocum's  company,  Col.  Frye's 
regiment,  at  Fort  Cumberland  in  Nova  Scotia,  from 
March,  1759,  to  April.  1760  —  a  part  of  the  time  second 
lieutenant  in  Lieut.  Benj.  Holden's  compan^^  (Massachu- 
setts Archives.) 

His  name  first  appears  on  the  records  of  Keene,  in 
1765,  as  "Lieut.  Timothy  Ellis."  lie  was  a  major  in  the 
Sixth  regiment  of  New  Hampshire  militia  in  1777,  marched 
with  the  volunteers  from  that  regiment  to  Ticonderoga  in 
Ma}"  of  that  year,  and  again  in  Jnlv  ;  was  appointed  major 
of  Nichols'  regiment,  under  Stark,  and  commanded  his 
battalion  in  the  battle  of  Bennington ;  continued  to  hold 
his  commission  as  major  of  the  Sixth  militici ;  was  muster- 
master  of  the  Continental  troops  from  Cheshire  countv ; 
rose  to  colonel  of  the  Sixth  regiment,  and  resigned  Feb. 
24,  1783. 

He  was  selectman  in  1770,  '74,  '77,  '79  and  "S3;  dele- 
gate from  Keene  to  the  Provincial  congress  at  Exeter,  in 
April,  1775;  representative  to  the  legislature  in  1770-7-S, 
serving  on  several  important  committees ;  was  one  of  a 
committee  of  three  in  1778  to  take  possession  of  the  con- 
fiscated estates  of  tories  in  Cheshire  count3';  and  held 
many  other  important  positions.  He  left  a  large  num- 
ber of  descendants,  some  of  whom  still  reside  in  town. 

His  wife  was  named  Elizabeth.    She  died  in  1810. 
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EDWARD  FARRAR. 

l^dward  I'.-irr.-ir,  son  of  Daniel  W.  and  Betsey  (Griffin) 
Fariar,  was  horn  in  Troy,  N.  H.,  in  1822;  studied  at 
Haneock  academy  and  entered  Dartmouth  eollej^e,  but  left 
on  account  of  ill  health ;  read  law  with  Levi  Chamberlain 
of  Keene,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  Law  school;  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  18  tS ;  appointed  clerk  of  the  courts 
in  Cheshire  county  in  1857,  and  justice  of  the  city  police 
court  in  Keene  in  1874,  holding  both  positions  at  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1SS8;  represented  Keene  in  the  legislature 
in  1871  and  '72;  and  was  the  second  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Keene,  holding  that  office  two  terms.  In  1858,  he  mar- 
ried Caroline,  daughter  of  C.  H.  Brainard,  of  Keene,  and 
had  two  daughters. 

In  1848,  having  a  taste  for  music,  Mr.  Farrar  had  a 
piano  in  his  office,  north  of  the  Square,  and  he  discovered 
that  sounds  from  that  instrument  were  conveyed  over  long 
distances  b3'  wires.  He  then  stretched  wires  from  his  piano 
to  the  town  hall,  used  the  same  kind  of  electrical  trans- 
mitters that  are  now  used  in  telephoning,  and  caused  the 
musical  tones  of  the  instrument  to  be  heard  in  all  parts  of 
the  hall.  Musicians  and  others  went  to  the  hall  and  heard 
the  sounds ;  but  the  wiseacres  sneered  and  ridiculed,  the 
telegraph  company  refused  to  allow  him  to  attach  his  con- 
trivance to  their  wires  for  experiment,  and  Mr.  Farrar, 
being  a  quiet,  unassuming  man,  without  means  to  push 
the  enterprise,  gave  it  np.  He  was  well  informed  concern- 
ing electricitj'^  and  corresponded  with  Harvard  professors 
in  relation  to  it,  but  gained  no  new  ideas.  This  was 
twent3'-fiYe  years  before  Reis  of  Berlin  made  the  same  dis- 
covery. 

FRANCIS  FAULKNER. 

Francis  Faulkner  (in  t!ie  records  of  Southampton 
county,  England,  the  name  is  spelled  Fawkner,  F\awconer, 
Falconer,  Fawknor,  Faulkner),  son  of  Francis,  a  clothier 
at  Watcrtown  and  l^illerica,  Mass.,  was  born  in  1788,  at 
WaLcrtown.  His  grandfather  was  Major  Francis  Faulk- 
ner, who,  with  the  Middlesex  regiment  of  militia,  at  Lex- 
ington and  Concord,  April  19,  1775,  harassed  the  British 
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on  their  retreat;  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  at  the  battle  of 
White  Plains  in  177G;  and  also  at  the  surrender  of  Biir- 
goyne  in  1777,  and  conducted  the  prisoners  to  Cambridge, 
Mass.  Since  1735  the  Faulkners  have  been  millers,  cloth- 
iers and  manufacturers  at  Acton,  Mass.;  and  in  every  case 
—  at  Acton,  Bilicrica  and  Kccne — the  Faulkner  descendants 
are  owners  of,  or  have  large  interests  in  the  mills  of  their 
ancestors. 

Young  Francis  learned  the  clothier's  trade  at  his 
grandfather's  mills  in  .4cton  ;  came  to  Kecne  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  and  worked  in  the  clothiers'  mills  on  the 
Ashuelot  river.  In  1815,  with  Josiah  Colon}',  he  formed 
the  firm  of  Faulkner  &  Colon}^  ])Ought  of  John  Maguire 
(who  had  ])urchascd  of  Hale  &  Kise)  all  the  mills  and 
water  privileges  on  the  Ashuelot  in  Kecne  —  except  those 
owned  by  Azcl  Wilder,  west  of  the  sawmill  —  and  l)egan 
that  very  successful  business  which  their  descendants  still 
continue  on  greatly  extended  lines. 

He  married  Eliza  Stearns,  of  Lancaster,  Mass,  They 
had  six  children  :  Charles  Stearns,  Elizal)cth  Jones,  FVancis 
Augustus,  William  Frederic,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Faulkner  was  essentially  a  man  of  lousiness,  with  clear 
perceptions  and  sound  ])rinciples,  and  never  sought  politi- 
cal ofiicc  or  ])nblic  notoriety.  He  died  in  1842,  aged  fifty- 
four. 

CHARLES  S.  FAULKKKK. 

Charles  S.  Faidkner,  son  of  the  above,  was  born  in 
Kecne  in  1819;  married  Sallie  Eliza  Earaes,  of  Bath,  N.  H. 
Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  was  only  twenty- 
three  3'ears  old,  Mr,  Faulkner  upheld  the  family  name  in 
the  firm,  and  accumulated  a  large  property.  He  died  in 
1879,  leaving  a  widow,  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 

FRANCIS   A.  FAULKNER. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner,  son  of  Francis  and  Eliza  (Stearns) 
Faulkner,  was  born  in  Kecne  in  1825 ;  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Phillips  Exeter  academy ;  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1846 ;  read  law  with  Phineas  Handcrson  and  William  P. 
Wheeler  at  Kcene,  and  studied  at  Harvard  Law  school ; 
married,  1849,  Caroline,  daughter  of  Phineas  Handerson; 
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joined  Willi.'mi  I'.  Wheeler  in  1840  as  junior  member  of  the 
l.-iw  (Inn  of  Wheeler  isr  Faulkner,  which  continued  for 
twentv-six  years.  He  was  comity  solicitor,  1855-18C0; 
moderator  of  fourteen  annual  town  meetings;  representa- 
tive to  the  legislature  four  terms;  was  apjiointed  a  justice 
of  the  su])rcmc  court  of  New  Hampshire  in  1874,  1)ut  de- 
clined to  serve;  was  memlier  of  the  state  constitutional 
convention  of  1876;  was  a  director  in  both  the  Ashuelot 
and  Cheshire  National  banks,  and  president  of  the  Chesh- 
ire Provident  Institution  for  Savings  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.  During  the  last  two  years  of  the  Civil  war  he 
was  United  States  commissioner  of  enrollment  for  the  Third 
New  Hamj)shirc  congressional  district.  "He  was  deeply 
interested  in  political  affairs,  and  no  man  in  his  section 
wielded  more  influence."  WHien  the  town  of  Keene  became 
a  citv  he  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  aldermen  ; 
and  he  held  many  other  positions  of  honor  and  responsi- 
bility.   He  died  in  1879,  leaving  a  widow^  and  three  sons. 

CATHERINE  FISKE. 

Miss  Catherine  Fiske  was  born  in  W'orcester,  Mass.; 
began  teaching  in  Dover,  Windliam  county,  Vt.,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen ;  opened  her  boarding  school  in  Keene  (Seminary 
for  Young  Ladies)  in  1S14  under  the  patronage  of  Mrs. 
Daniel  Xewcomb,  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street  near  Elijah 
Dunbar's  house.  After  the  first  year  a  Miss  Reed  (or 
Read)  was  associated  with  her  for  two  years,  then  Miss 
Elizal?eth  Sprague  was  with  her  for  t\vo  j'ears,  and  then, 
in  1819,  she  assumed  the  enterprise  herself  and  emploA'ed 
assistants.  She  was  an  ideal  teacher  and  manager,  and 
her  school  had  a  national  reputation  and  was  one  of  the 
liest  in  the  country.  The  number  of  pupils  sometimes 
readied  one  hundred  at  a  term,  and  many  were  turned 
away  for  v/ant  of  accommodations.  In  the  thirt^y-one 
vears  of  its  existence  more  than  2,500  girls  received  the 
rare  training  and  culture  of  that  celebrated  school.  In 
addition  to  the  common  and  higher  academic  branches  of 
learning,  she  employed  specialists  to  teach  music,  drawing, 
painting,  botany,  languages  and  needlework;  and  she  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  manners  and  morals  of  the 
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3'oiing  ladies,  and  to  their  studj-  and  ]3roper  use  of  the 
English  languajre.  She  also  kept  special  niilHners  and 
"  mantiia-makers "  for  their  accommodation.  The  first 
pianos  brought  to  town  were  for  use  in  her  school  (see 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sprague's  sketch) ;  and  the  first  pipe  organ 
used  in  town  was  made  by  William  Willson  of  Keene  and 
placed  in  this  school. ^ 

In  1824  she  bought  the  house  that  had  been  built  by 
John  G.  Bond,  on  Alain  street,  which  then  had  with  it  a 
farm  of  twenty  acres.  To  that  she  added  twent}'  acres  of 
intervale,  and  a  pasture  on  Beech  hill,  next  north  of  the 
Luther  Nurse  farm,  where  she  kept  ten  cows  in  summer 
and  had  the  milk  and  butter  —  which  was  under  the  care 
of  Mrs.  Isaac  Nurse  —  brought  to  the  school  each  da}',  and 
a  supph'  of  butter  made  for  the  winter.  She  kept  a  pair 
of  horses  and  a  carriage  for  the  use  of  the  school,  and  her 
handsome  carryall,  with  the  long  procession  of  girls  in 
charge  of  their  teachers  —  dividing  to  reach  the  churches  of 
their  respective  denominations,  the  Congregational  and 
Unitarian  —  was  a  marked  feature  of  a  Sunday  morning 
in  Keene. 

In  addition  to  the  teaching  and  management  of  the 
school,  she  supei'intended  the  farm,-  the  stables  of  cows 
and  horses,  and  the  housckee])ing  —  even  her  bread  making 
was  done  on  the  scientific  principles  of  chemistry  —  and  did 
it  all  with  the  same  serenity  and  coolness.  She  died  May 
20,  18«^7.  "Her  funeral  was  attended  by  a  large  con- 
course, stores  were  closed,  bells  tolled,  and  a  long  proces- 
sion followed  to  her  grave." 

She  left  her  property,  after  providing  for  her  mother, 
to  the  New  Hampshire  .4sylum  for  the  Insane,  now  called 
the  state  hospital,  one  of  the  first  and  largest  contribu- 
tions. 

The  school  was  continued  for  ten  3'ears  after  her  de- 
cease b}'  her  teachers,  under  the  management  of  Miss  With- 
ington,  but  the  Keene  academy  drew  from  it,  the  teachers 
married, 3  and  it  was  finally  given  up. 

iThe  same  or^an  is  nrjw  in  the  Jchicl  Wilson  lionse  at  South  Keene. 
2In   One  year  she   raised    700   Ijiisliels   of  potatoes,     (John  L,.  Davis,  her 
farmer.) 

3  Miss  Withinffton  married  Dea.  Stewart  Hastinjis,  and  Miss  .4i)l)y  Barnes, 
an  assistant,  married  Thomas  H.  Leverctt,  botli  of  Keene. 
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I'HINKAS  FISKH. 

I'h'mcas  iMskc  caiiic  from  Middlesex  county,  Mass.,  to 
Cliestc'iiicld  early  in  the  nineteenth  century;  married,  in 
1S12.  Mar^-,  daughter  of  Col.  Hart,  and  rr,-,'nidniece  of 
Gen.  Joseph  Warren,  who  was  killed  at  Bunker  Hill;  eatne 
to  Keene  in  1S14  and  took  the  brick  store  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  street,  now  the  north  end  of  City  Hotel ; 
went  to  Boston  for  a  few  years,  in  the  firm  of  Francis 
Skinner  &  Co.;  returned  to  Keene  with  a  fortune  and  built 
a  house  on  the  corner  of  Winchester  and  Main  streets, 
which  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  corner  of  Madison 
street  to  place  to  the  i^rcsent  house  on  that  site,  built 
bv  Gov.  Dinsmoor,  the  younj^cr.  His  children  were;  Mary 
n.,  who  married  Thomas  M.  Edwards  in  1S40;  Julia  Anne, 
who  married  William  Dinsmoor  in  1835;  Samuel  W.  and 
Phineas  S. 

In  1824,  Mr.  Fiske  married,  second.  Miss  Isabella  B. 
Reddint^ton  of  Walpolc,  N.  H.  Francis  S.,  now  of  Boston, 
was  the  only  child  by  this  marriaj^e. 

Mr.  Fiske  was  one  of  those  enterprising  men  of  high 
character  and  energy,  of  whom  Keene  could  boast  so  man3' 
in  the  earh^  daj'S. 

AinjAlI  FOSTER. 

Abijah  Foster  was  born  in  1763;  came  from  Salem, 
Mass.;  married,  in  1797,  Artimisia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Oba- 
diah  Blake  of  Keene;  had  a  son,  Abijah,  who  was  born 
in  1798,  and  a  daughter,  Nabby,  born  in  1799.  From 
al)Out  1785  to  1809,  or  later,  he  kept  a  store  at  old  West 
Keene,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  north  of  the  Ingersoll 
house;  carried  on  a  large  business  and  became  one.  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  town.  He  built  the  Deacon  Hastings 
house  (burned  a  few  years  ago)  which  stood  north  of  the 
present  house  of  Sidney  C.  Ellis.  He  died  in  1822,  aged 
fift\'-nine. 

.4.MOS  FOSTER. 

Amos  Foster,  son  of  Timothy  of  Boxford,  Mass.,  was 
born  in  Boxford  in  1713;  married  Mar3^  Dorman  of  Box- 
ford  (cousin  of  Capt.  Ephraim) ;  was  one  of  the  early  pro- 
prietors and  settlers  of  Upper  Ashuelot,  in  1736;  left  a 
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Iet;;ac_v  of  half  his  property  to  the  town;  died  of  small  pox, 
March  2,  1761,  aged  fortj'-nine.  His  wife  had  died  on  the 
5th  of  February  of  the  same  \'ear,  of  the  same  disease. 
He  left  no  children. 

DAVID  FOSTER. 

Deacon  David  Foster,  son  of  Timothy  ofBoxford,  Mass., 
was  born  in  Boxford  in  1704;  was  one  of  the  early  pro- 
prietors and  settlers  of  Upper  Ashuelot,  in  173G;  scribe  for 
the  proprietors  in  1738  and  their  clerk  for  more  than 
twenty  jears;  one  of  the  original  members  and  first  dea- 
con of  the  church  in  1738,  and  remained  in  those  positions 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  more  than  fort}'  3'ears ;  a  soldier  in 
the  French  and  Indian  war  of  1748-9;  married  Mrs.  Han- 
nah Sessions,  of  Andovcr,  Mass.;  was  a  survcvor  of  land 
in  Keene,  1757-63;  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  17G0;  select- 
man four  \'ears ;  on  the  alarm  list  in  Keene  in  1773;  on 
town  committee  of  safety  in  1776;  died  1779,  aged  seven- 
ty-five. His  children  were:  Hannah,  born  1751;  Rebecca, 
born  1753;  David,  born  1755. 

THOMAS  FRINK. 

Dr.  Thomas  Prink;  ])hysician,  surgeon,  magistrate  and 

innkeeper,  married  Abigail  and  had  seven  children. 

His  name  first  appears  on  the  records  in  1760,  when  he 
bought  the  "Original  House-lotts  lying  on  3'*^  West  side  of 
the  Town  street  *  *  *  *  No's  49  and  50,  with  the 
Housing  Fences  and  Orcharding  standing  on  said  Lotts." 
(Old  records  in  state  librarj'.)  He  kept  a  noted  public 
house  there  in  1761-5,  and  later  one  on  Pleasant  street. 
He  was  the  magistrate  who  organized  some  of  the  sur- 
rounding towns  under  their  New  Hampshire  charters.  In 
1777,  he  was  ph3'sician  to  Gen.  James  Reed,  then  of  Fitz- 
william,  and,  June  29  to  July  11,  was  surgeon  of  Col.  Ash- 
ley's regiment  in  the  campaign  for  the  relief  of  Ticonderoga. 
He  died  in  1786.  His  brother,  Dr.  Calvin  Frink,  of  Swan- 
zey,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Col.  Isaac  W^mian. 

His  eldest  son.  Dr.  Willard  Frink,  born  in  1762,  mar- 
ried Thankful,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Pond,  of  Keene,  in  her 
seventeenth  year.    His  daughter  P0II3'  is  still  remembered 
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1)v  tliL-  more  elderly  jKoplc  of  Keene  as  one  of  those  (jucer, 
bri.i^ht,  ill  teres  I  i  11, !4  "charaeters"  with  which  every  New 
En.irlaiKi  town  was  formerly  I)lesse(l,  but  which  modern 
society,  with  its  compulsory  education  and  machine-like 
scliools,  seldom  produces. 

Dr.  I-'rink  was  somewhat  noted  for  his  convivial  habits. 
An  amusing  story  was  told  of  him  to  Dr.  Whitney  Bar- 
stow  in  1836,  by  Rev.  Laban  Ainsworth  of  Jaffre3',  with 
all  the  vivacity  and  gusto  of  youth,  although  he  was  then 
104  years  old.  When  Ainsworth  was  about  seventeen 
years  old — just  after  the  opening  of  the  college  at  Hanover 
—  his  father  furnished  him  with  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle 
and  sent  him  to  Dartmouth.  His  first  stop  on  the  way 
was  at  Kccnc.  At  the  tavern  lie  met  Dr.  Frink,  who  was 
trading  horses  and  drinking  flip.  After  some  haggling  a 
trade  was  concluded,  and  the  doctor  sat  down  to  write  a 
note  and  bill  of  sale.  But  that  last  mug  was  one  too 
man}',  and  his  right  hand  had  forgotten  its  cunning.  After 
several  failures  in  his  attempt  to  put  the  note  in  shape,  he 
looked  about  the  tap-room  and  saw  the  intelligent  face  of 
the  bright  and  sober  young  freshman.  "  Here,  young  man," 
said  he,  "  w'ont  you  just  sit  down  and  write  this  'ere  note 
for  me?  T  guess  I'm  a  leetle  drunk."  "Oh  yes,"  said  Ains- 
wortli.  "T'll  write  it,"  and  sat  down  and  quickly  wrote 
the  note.  The  doctor  was  pleased,  but  was  wise  enough 
to  say  but  little.  Ainsworth  proceeded  on  his  journey  and 
entered  the  college.  That  same  autumn  an  epidemic  of 
fever,  common  in  those  days,  broke  out  among  the  students 
and  young  Ainsw'orth  was  one  of  those  attacked.  Presi- 
dent Wheelock  was  alarmed  and  sent  for  all  the  best  phy- 
sicians within  reach,  among  them  Dr.  P'rink  of  Keene  — 
which  shows  that  he  stood  high  in  his  profession,  not- 
withstanding his  habits.  The  doctor  appeared  on  the 
scene,  thoroughly  sober  and  responsible,  and  visited  every 
sick  student,  young  Ainsworth  with  the  rest.  When  the 
doctor  had  attended  carefnlly  to  his  case,  Ainsworth  asked 
for  his  bill.  "No!  young  man,"  said  Frink,  "I'll  not  take 
a  cent.  I  know  you.  You're  the  nice  bo}'  who  once  wrote 
a  note  for  inc  in  Keene,  when  I  was  so  blamed  drunk!" 
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JOHN   H.  FULLER. 

John  H.  Fuller  came  from  Lmienlnirg,  Mass.,  to  Wal- 
pole,  N.  II.,  with  his  father's  faraih%  towards  the  close  of 
the  eighteentli  century;  spent  his  bo\'hoocl  in  Walpole; 
studied  medicine,  hnt  gave  it  tip  and  went  into  business, 
first  in  a  store  in  Chesterfield,  then  in  Winchester,  N.  H . ; 
married  Pamela,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ezra  Conant  of  the  latter 
place;  was  adjutant  of  the  Second  regiment  of  New  Hamp- 
shire militia  commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  John  Steele  of  Peter- 
boro,  detached  and  organized  for  the  defence  of  Portsmouth 
when  the  British  threateised  an  attack  on  that  place  in 
1814;  came  to  Kccne  in  1823  and  took  the  store  previously 
occu])ied  hy  Mr.  Lynds  Wiieelock,  next  south  of  the  Phoenix 
Hotel ;  became  a  noted  wool  buyer  and  accumulated  a 
large  property.  About  the  time  the  Cheshire  railroad  was 
built,  he  bought  a  tract  of  swamp  lying  al)Ove  Cross  and 
between  Court  and  Washington  streets;  drained  it  at  great 
expense  into  Beaver  brook ;  sold  building  lots  to  railroad 
emplo3'ees  and  otlier  laboring  men,  loaning  them  money 
and  encouraging  them  to  build  homes,  which  many  did ; 
and  the  neat,  well-kept  homesteads  on  that  tract,  estab- 
lished b3'  those  means,  attest  the  thrift  and  high  character 
of  Keene's  laboring  popxdation. 

Few  men  have  done  as  much  for  Keene  as  did  Mr. 
Fuller,  in  this  and  other  ways.  It  was  almost  wholly 
through  his  exertions  that  the  Ashuelot  railroad  was  built, 
and  he  was  its  first  president.  To  prove  his  sincerity  in 
the  project  he  invested  $50,000  in  the  stock,  which  proved 
nearly  a  total  loss.  He  was  active  in  the  organization  of 
the  Keene  Five  Cents  Savings  bank,  and  became  its  first 
president;  and  he  was  the  originator  and  first  president 
of  the  Winchester  National  bank.  He  was  remarkable  for 
activit}',  genialty,  integrity  and  fairness  in  all  his  dealings. 
He  lived  at  one  time  in  the  stone  house  on  Washington 
street,  at  another  time  in  tiie  brick  house  on  the  same 
street,  now  Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Wheeler's,  and  at  still  another 
in  one-half  of  the  old  wooden  courthouse,  then  on  Wash- 
ington street,  cutting  the  building  in  twain,  and  using 
the  other  half  for  a  wool  house,  on  Railroad  square, 
where  it  still  stands,  occupied  by  J.  Cirshing  &  Co.  as  a 
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>^Y:\\n  liotisc.  He  died  in  18()9,  aged  seventy-seven.  His 
children  were:  (Jnincy ;  Lucy,  married  Lucius  D.  Pierce;  a 
daughter  who  died  young;  S()i)hia,  married  Fred  K.  Bart- 
lett;  James  and  Reuben. 

SARIUKL  A.  GEROUI.D. 

Samuel  A.  Gerould  —  early  family  name  Jerauld,  wealthy 
silk  manufacturers  in  the  south  of  France,  Huguenots,  one 
of  whom  came  to  this  countr}'  about  1700  and  settled  in 
Mcdfield,  Mass.  —  was  born  in  Wrentham  in  1794;  brought 
tip  on  a  farm;  an  industrious  student  and  reader;  bought 
his  time  of  his  father  at  seventeen  ;  taught  school ;  attained 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  militia;  came  to  Kccne  in  1819 
and  engaged  in  trade  whei'c  E.  F.  Lane's  u]>per  l^lock  now 
stands;  married,  1820,  Deborah,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel 
n.  Dean,  of  Dcdhain;  built  his  brick  store,  west  side  of 
Square,  in  1825;  extended  it  to  the  soutli  in  1835  for 
George  Tiklcn's  store;  and  took  in  his  son,  Samuel  A.,  Jr., 
as  partner  in  1844  (S.  A.  Gerould  &  Son).  In  1857,  the 
firm  bought  and  the  next  season  rebuilt  the  south  half  of 
the  old  brick  courthouse,  adjoining  his  block  on  the  north. 
His  1)rick  house  on  West  street  was  built  in  1861,  under 
the  direction  of  the  son.  Mr.  Gerould  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  in  1867  to  establish  town  water  works, 
which  were  finally  laid  in  accordance  with  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  him,  and  he  was  active  in  all  projects  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community.  He  was  in  business  nearly  fifty 
years.  Besides  his  son,  Samuel  A.,  he  had  one  daughter, 
Deborah.    He  died  in  1887,  in  his  ninety-fourth  year. 

SALMA  HALE. 

Hon.  Salma  Hale,  son  of  David  and  Hannah  (Emerson) 
TLalc,  was  l)om  in  Alstead,  in  1787;  entered  tiie  office  of 
the  Farmers'  Jkluseum  at  Walpole  as  an  apprentice  at  the 
age  of  thirteen ;  at  seventeen  wrote  a  text-book  on  English 
grammar,  published  at  Worcester  in  1804,  rewritten  and 
republished  in  New  York,  1831 ;  at  eighteen  was  editor  of 
the  Political  Observer,  published  at  Walpole;  read  law  at 
Walpole  and  Kecnc ;  removed  to  Keene  in  1813;  was  part- 
ner for  a  time  with  Elijah  Parker,  Esq.;  was  clerk  of  the 
courts  in  Cheshire  county  for  about  thirty  years;  served  one 
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term  in  congress,  1S17-19,  but  declined  a  reelection;  repre- 
sented Kecne  in  the  legislature  in  1S2?>,  '28  and  '44;  mem- 
ber of  tlie  state  senate  in  1824-5  and  1845-6;  president 
of  the  Cheshire  bank,  1829-1842. 

He  was  a  trustee  of  Dartmouth  college,  and  of  the  Uni- 
versity' of  Vermont,  from  bf)th  of  which  institutions  he 
received  honorary  degrees;  and  he  was  secretary  of  the 
commission  for  determining  the  northeastern  boundarj'  line 
of  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  He  was 
an  earh'  meniljer  and  afterwards  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Historical  Society;  one  of  the  originators  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Agricultural  Societ}' ;  and  was  ac- 
tive in  the  Unitarian  secession,  in  temperance,  education, 
the  abolition  of  slaver3',  and  various  other  social,  literary 
and  philanthropic  subjects. 

He  was  a  man  of  scholarly  tastes  and  wide  reading, 
and  was  a  master  of  correct  and  elegant  English.  His 
Historj'^  of  the  United  States,  of  many  editions  and  large 
sales,  "became  wide!}-  read  and  largely  used  throughout 
the  country  as  a  school  book,  25,000  copies  per  annum 
being  published  in  some  years.  It  was  a  w"ork  of  great 
literar\'^  merit  and  accuracy'  and  careful  statement.  Few 
single  volumes  have  done  so  much  to  educate  the  youth 
of  this  countr}^  and  to  implant  a  love  of  knowdedge  and 
its  earl 3'  history  and  of  the  principles  of  free  government." 
Gov.  Charles  H.  Bell,  in  an  address  to  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Historical  Society  mentioned  "Salma  Hale,  an  accom- 
plished \vritcr  and  scholar  and  a  pioneer  in  one  depart- 
ment of  school  literature,"  and  adds,  "his  History  of  the 
United  States  was  trulj^  an  educational  classic  and  long 
retained  its  estimation  with  the  successive  generations  of 
the  young,  and  more  singular  still,  was  repeatedly  pub- 
lished abroad." 

He  piiblished  his  Annals  of  Kecne  in  1826,  with  an  en- 
larged edition  in  1851,  which  brought  the  narrative  down 
from  1790  to  1815 ;  and  he  was  the  author  of  several  other 
works  and  a  large  number  of  orations,  addresses,  and  con- 
tributions to  various  publications. 

He  married,  1820,  Sarah  Kellogg,  daughter  of  Seth  and 
Susan  King,-  of  Boston,  formerh'  of  Suftield,  Conn.  Mrs. 
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TTalc  was  one  of  tlie  rcf,'cnts  for  New  Ilamjishire  of  the 
national  association  of  women  for  the  preservation  of 
Alt.  Vernon,  Va.,  in  1  .S50.  Both  she  and  licr  husl)an(]  were 
highly  gifted  in  social  affairs,  and  they  entertained  with  a 
genial  and  delightful  hospitality.  She  died  Ajjril  19,  1865. 
kr.  Hale  died  Nov.  19,  1866.  They  had  one  son  who  died 
in  infancy;  one  danghter,  Sarah  King,  who  married,  first, 
Stcjihen  R.  Bellows,  and  second,  Hon.  HarrN'  Hibbard,  of 
Bath,  N.  II-,  speaker  of  the  New  Ham])shire  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, president  of  the  New  Ham])shirc  senate,  an 
eminent  Lawyer,  and  for  six  vears  member  of  congress  from 
New  Hampshire;  and  a  second  son,  George  Silsbee. 

GEOKGE  S.  HALK. 

Ho]!.  George  S.  Hale,  son  of  Salma  and  Sarah  (King) 
Hale  was  ])orn  in  Kccnc  in  1825 ;  studied  at  Keene,  Wal- 
polc  and  Concord,  and  at  Phillips  Exeter  academy;  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  in  1844;  studied  at  Harvard  Law 
school;  taught  in  a  large  school  for  girls  in  Richmond,  Va.; 
traveilcd  abroad ;  began  practice  of  the  law  in  Boston  in 
1850;  was  member  and  president  of  the  common  council 
in  that  cit}';  president  of  the  1)oar(]  of  trustees  of  Phillips 
Exeter  academy;  trustee  of  the  Massachusetts  General 
hospital  and  of  tlie  Massachusetts  Asylum  for  the  Blind; 
member  of  man\'  literary  and  scientific  societies;  editor  and 
reporter  of  several  volumes  of  the  Boston  Law  Reporter, 
and  of  the  United  States  Digest;  author  of  Memoirs  of 
Hon.  Joel  Parker,  and  others,  and  of  many  legal  and  other 
publications.  His  practice  brought  him  into  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  in  the  care  of  large  estates  and 
pul)!ic  hmds. 

He  married,  1868,  Mrs.  Ellen  Sever  Tebljets,  widow  of 
Rev.  Theodore  Tcbbets,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Robert 
Sever  atid  Richard  Walden  Hale.  Mr.  Hale  died  July  27, 
1S97.    Mrs.  Hale  died  May  9,  1904. 

SAMUEL  W.  HALE. 

Hon.  Samuel  W.  Hale,  son  of  Samuel  and  Saloma 
(Vvliitncy)  Hale,  was  born  in  Fitchbnrg,  Mass.,  in  1823; 
worked  on   ]iis  father's  farm   and  attended   the  district 
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school  atid  academy  in  Fitchburg;  engaged  in  business 
with  his  brother  at  Dublin,  N.  H.,  in  1835;  married,  1850, 
Emelia  M.  Hayes,  of  Dublin;  came  to  Keene  in  1S39;  with 
Stephen  D.  Osborne  (Osborne  &  Hale)  manufactured  chairs 
on  Mechanic  street,  removed  the  business  to  South  Kccnc, 
enlarged  it,  and  established  the  South  Keene  Chair  Corn- 
pan  3'.  Mr.  Hale  bought  the  shops  011  Ralston  street, 
improved  them,  and  in  1879  established  the  Ashuelot 
Furniture  Company,  but  the  buildings  were  destro^'cd  by 
fire  in  February',  1884.  He  became  a  director  in  the  Citi- 
zens bank  of  Keene  and  in  the  Wachusett  bank  of  Fitch- 
burg ;  was  one  of  those  who  accomplished  the  difficult 
task  of  building  the  Manchester  &  Kccne  railroad  from 
East  Wilton  to  Keene;  was  afterward  president  of  the 
Boston,  Winthrop  &  Shore  railroad ;  and  was  engaged  in 
manj'  other  enterprises,  particiilarh'  in  the  promotion  of 
gold  and  silver  mining  properties.  He  was  active  in  or- 
ganizing the  Second  Congregational  church  and  in  building 
its  edifice.  He  was  representative  to  the  legislature  in 
1866-7;  member  of  the  governor's  council  in  1869-70; 
delegate  to  the  Republican  national  convention  in  ISSO; 
and  governor  of  New  Hampshire  in  1S83-4-.  In  1869  he 
bought  the  mansion  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Winchester 
streets,  added  a  greenhouse  and  cold  graj)ery,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  da^-s  there.  He  died  in  1891,  leaving 
a  widow,  one  daughter,  INIrs.  William  DeLos  Love,  Jr., 
and  one  son,  William  S. 

AAHON  UALl.. 

Rev.  Aaron  Hall  was  born  in  Cheshire,  Ct.,  in  1751; 
graduated  at  Yale  in  1772;  received  the  degree  of  A.  M. 
in  1775,  from  both  Yale  and  Dartmouth  ;  preached  in  Keene 
as  a  candidate  in  the  summer  of  1777,  was  called  in  De- 
cember, and  ordained  Feb.  18,  1778;  married,  1782,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Baker,  Escp,  of  Keene.  Their  children 
were:  Sail}-,  bom  1783,  married  Elijah  Parker;  Aaron, 
born  1785,  married  Juha  Ann  Hitchcock;  David,  born  1786; 
and  Nabln',  born  1788,  who  died  1790.  He  married, 
second,  in  1790,  Hannah  Hitchcock,  of  Cheshire,  Ct.,  and 
had  two  daughters,  Hannah,  born  1791,  and  Nabby  Ann, 
born  1793. 


GOG 


ins  I  OA' y  Of  KFJiNE. 


Ill  1788,  he  was  tlic  dclcj^ate  frc)in  Kcene  to  the  con- 
stitutional convcTidoii  of  New  Flanipshire  tliat  accepted  the 
])roposc(]  l^'cilcral  constitution  and  assured  the  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  government  at  that  time;  and 
his  oration,  deh'vercd  in  Kcene  on  the  30th  of  June,  when 
the  town  cclcl^rated  the  ratification  of  that  J'cderal  consti- 
tution, was  pTildished  in  the  New  Hampshire  Recorder  and 
also  in  pamphlet  form. 

During  his  long,  peaceful  and  ha])pY  ministry-,  the  orig- 
inal structure  of  the  present  First  Congregational  meeting- 
house was  1>uilt,  in  1786,  211  members  were  added  to  the 
church  and  871  persons  were  baptized. 

lie  died  Aug.  12,  1814,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his 
age  and  the  thirty-seventli  of  his  ministry,  respected  and 
beloved  I)}-  all. 

JERKMIAH  HALL. 

Capt.  Jeremiah  Hall,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Fisher)  Hall,  of  Wrenth  ani,  IMass.,  was  born  in  1703; 
married  Dorothy ;  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Upper  Aslmelot,  and  drcAV  lot  No.  2.  on  the  cast  side,  south 
end  of  Main  street,  where  he  hm\t  his  house,  and  lived 
while  here.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  settling  the  town- 
ship, and  one  of  the  first  party,  of  eight  persons,  that  came 
here  in  1734  and  began  tiic  settlement.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  party  that  cajnc  here  in  1735,  and  was  chosen  mod- 
erator of  the  proprietors'  meeting  in  the  absence  of  Capt. 
Sady;  and  again  in  Alay,  1736,  he  was  the  leader  of  the 
])arty  that  came  and  spent  the  summer  in  building  cabins 
and  preparing  for  the  next  year's  settlement.  Again  in  the 
spring  of  1737  he  led  the  party  that  came  for  permanent 
settlement,  was  the  "standing  moderator"  of  the  proprie- 
tors' meetings,  and  was  paid  for  having  represented  the 
proprietors  at  the  general  court.  His  name  is  first  on  the 
list  of  mcndiers  at  the  original  organization  of  the  cliurch 
in  1738;  and  he  had  a  son,  Jeremiah,  Jr. 

He  was  designated  in  the  records  of  1738  as  "Capt.;" 
and  he  -was  also  a  physician  —  the  first  in  town  —  and  is 
called  "Dr.  Hall  of  Keene"  in  the  account  of  the  scouting 
partj-,  as  given  in  the  Annals,  that  caused  the  capture 
of  Pierre  Raimliault,  near  Northfield,  in  1747.    In  1744,  he 
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buried  a  daughter  here,  Kezia,  sixteen  years  old,  and  a 
soil,  Benjamin,  three  years  old ;  and  when  the  ])lace  was 
abcindoned  the  families  in  the  spring  of  1747,  he  and 
several  others  of  the  settlers  joined  the  military  company' 
of  Capt.  Josiah  Willard,  which  was  stationed  here  that 
3'car  and  the  next;  was  clerk  of  that  conijian}-,  and  Jere- 
miah, Jr.,  was  a  member  of  the  same  company.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  of  the  settlers  to  rcttirn  to  the  township ;  and 
was  chosen  agent  in  1750  to  procure  a  charter  for  the 
town  from  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire.  He  buried 
his  wife,  Dorothy,  here  in  January',  1753,  and  soon  after- 
wards removed  to  Pembroke,  Mass.  We  find  him  a  prac- 
tising physician  in  that  town  in  1756;  and  he  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon's  mate,  afterwards  surgeon  (chinirgeon), 
of  Col.  Joseph  Thatcher's  regiment  in  the  expedition  to 
Crown  Point  in  1757.  In  1758,  from  Alarch  to  November, 
he  was  surgeon  of  Col.  Thomas  Doty's  regiment  for  the 
reduction  of  Canada;  and  in  1759,  March  31  to  December 
31,  surgeon  of  Col.  John  Thomas's  regiment  at  Halifax. 

BENJAMIN  HALL. 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Hall.  His  name  first  appears  in  the 
records  of  1761,  when  he  bought  of  William  Smeed  and 
his  wife  Phebc  (who  had  removed  to  Waljiole),  six  original 
house-lots  — numbers  21,  22,  23,  25,  26,  27  — and  seven- 
teen other  lots  of  the  several  divisions  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship. He  also  owned,  afterwards,  house-lots  numbered  16, 
17  and  IS,  and  much  other  land  in  town,  amounting  to 
several  thousand  acres.  In  1768  he  sold  to  Jesse"  Clark  a 
fami  of  100  acres  "l^'ing  in  the  crotch  of  Ash  Swamp 
Brook,"  where  Mr.  Clark  and  his  son,  Jesse,  Jr.,  kept  tavern 
for  man3^  years,  and  built  the  house  west  of  the  small 
pond,  since  known  as  the  Ingersoll  house.  In  1783  he 
bought  of  Dr.  Gideon  Tiffany,  then  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  a 
farm  of  sixt\^  acres,  with  saw  and  grist  mills,  on  the  North 
branch  —  the  mills  since  known  as  the  peg  factory. 

His  wife's  name  was  Melatiah,  and  his  children  were: 
-Nathaniel,  Ziba,  Hannaniah,  James,  Benjamin,  Josiah, 
Bcla;  and  a  daughter  Bett}',  who  married  Maj.  Luther 
Eanies,  who  kept  a  public  house  with  Aaron  Eames. 


uis'ioh'y  Oh'  KL'nxii. 


Lieut,  ll.'ill  w.'is  scl(.-ctiii.'iii  nine  years  l>et\vcen  17(»2 
riiul  1774.  .'111(1  n,!^.'iin  in  17.^4-5-0.  He  rcjiresented  Llic 
town  in  the  le;.;islature  in  1 771-2-I5-1-,  and  a^^ain  in  17S'l- 
5  aiul  1787.  lie  was  the  lieutenant  of  the  militia  company 
here  in  177.'!,  but  in  1770  lie  refused  to  sign  the  Associa- 
tion Test,  anil  was  drupjied  from  all  offiei.al  pcjsitions.  He 
was  not,  however,  aelivc  against  the  ])atnots,  was  con- 
sidered a  man  of  sound  jndgnieiit  and  discretion,  and  after 
the  war  was  again  cntrnsted  with  responsible  offices,  as 
appears  above.    He  died  in  1S05. 

] '111 M  E A S  HA N UKKS O K . 

Hon.  Pliineas  Handersoii,  son  of  Gideon  and  Abigail 
(Cliureh)  Han<ierson,  was  Ijorn  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  iji  1778; 
read  law  with  Geo.  R.  Uphain  of  Claremont;  was  admitted 
to  the  Ijar  in  1804- ;  ])ractised  in  Chesterfield;  married, 
1818,  Hannah  W.,  daugliter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Mead  of  Wal- 
polc;  represented  Chesterfield  in  the  legislature;  removed 
to  Keene,  1833;  bought  and  lived  in  the  house  on  Wash- 
ington street  known  as  the  "  Handerson "  house  —  since 
much  changed  and  pillars  added;  state  senator,  1810-17, 
1S25.  1831-2;  councilor,  1833,  1840-1-2;  for  many  years 
attorney  and  town  agent  for  Keene,  and  held  many  pos'i- 
tions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  took  high  rank  as  a 
legal  adviser  nml  advocate,  and  was  president  of  the 
Cheshire  county  bar  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  March, 
1853. 

His  children  were:  Esther,  born  in  Chesterfield  in  1819, 
mimarried ;  Harriet  Mead,  born  in  Chesterfield  in  1820, 
married  William  1\  Abbott,  of  Nashua,  afterwards  of 
Keene;  fallen,  born  in  Chesterfield  in  1823,  married  Dr. 
Wm.  H.  Thayer,  of  Boston  ;i  Caroline,  born  in  Chester- 
field in  1S25,  niarried  I'rancis  A.  Faulkner,  of  Keene;  Henry 
Clay,  born  in  Chesterfield  in  1828,  captain  in  Union  armj^ 
postmaster  in  Keene,  1870-74;  Hannah  Maria,  born  in 
Chesterfield  in  1830,  married  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Hatch;  Anne 
Bacon,  born  in  Chesterfield  in  1833,  unmarried;  Mary, 
horn  in  Keene,  1S35,  married  Hon.  Jacob  H.  Ela,  of  Roch- 
ester. X.  H. 


Alibott  H  .  Thayer,  tin;  di^tinKiiistd  jtainter,  is  their  son.    He  w.ns  born  in 

I'.oston  and  brought  uji  in  KfCiif. 
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dwcllinj^  houses.  He  laid  out  the  eourt  known  as  Hart 
plaee,  to  whieh  he  removed  from  his  farm  in  18GS,  where 
he  afterwards  resided  until  his  deatli,  Xov.  16,  1890,  a^^cd 
eii^hty  3'ears  and  nine  months.  Mrs.  Hart  died  Jan.  16, 
1893,  aged  seventy-five  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 

As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Hart  was  prompt,  reliable  and 
energetie.    His  success  was  well-earned  and  deserving. 

THOMAS  E.  HATCH. 

Dr.  Thomas  E.  Hatch,  son  of  John  and  Sally  (Ed- 
wards) Hatch,  was  born  in  1822  ;  graduated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  in  1844,  receiving  the  degree  of 
M.  D.;  the  same  year  was  appointed  assistant  physician  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Concord; 
afterwards  a})})ointed  to  the  same  position  in  the  state 
lunatic  as\ium  at  Worcester,  Mass.;  resigned  on  account 
of  ill  health;  went  to  California  in  1849;  returned  in  1850; 
made  several  voyages  to  Europe  as  surgeon  of  a  sailing 
packet;  married,  1854,  Hannah  Maria,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Phineas  Handerson,  of  Keene,  and  they  had  one  daughter 
and  one  son. 

From  1851  to  1859,  Dr.  Hatch  was  snrgeon  and  pur- 
ser on  a  steamship  of  the  Nicaragua  Transit  Co.,  sailing 
between  New  York  and  San  Juan ;  again  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health;  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Keene  in 
1801  and  held  the  office  until  1870.  He  represented  his 
ward  two  terms  in  the  New  Hampshire  legislature,  and 
was  a  delegate  to  the  state  constitutional  convention  in 
1876.  His  father  was  for  man}^  years  the  popular  land- 
lord of  the  Phcenix  Hotel  in  Keene,  and  his  mother  was 
the  second  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Edwards,  of  Keene. 
He  was  a  very  prominent  Freemason,  reaching  the  thirty- 
third  degree  in  1863.  In  1880,  he  was  appointed  to  a 
clerkship  at  Washington,  and  died  in  that  cit3'  in  1894. 

JOHN  HAWKS. 

Lt.  Col.  John  Hawks,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  Upper  Ashuelot;  son  of  Dea. 
Eleazar  and  Judith   (Sraead)   Hawks.    He  was  born  in 
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1707 ;  married,  1730,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Johu  Nims, 
an  aunt  of  David  Nims,  who  came  to  Upper  Ashtielot;  one 
of  a  committee  in  1734  to  lay  out,  survey  and  allot  the 
intervale  lands  in  this  township;  one  of  another  com- 
mittee, the  same  3'ear,  to  "find  the  best  place  for  a  road 
from  Upper  to  Lower  Ashuelot;"  a  sergeant  in  command 
of  Fort  Massachusetts  in  1  74G ;  captured  after  a  gallant 
defence  and  taken  to  Canada;  returned  after  a  few  months 
to  find  himself  "the  hero  of  Fort  Massachusetts;"  was 
the  active  agent  in  rescuiiig  Nathan  Blake  from  captivity 
in  1748;  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  the  same  3'ear  and 
commanded  a  company  of  scouts;  was  a  major  in  Col. 
William  Williams's  regiment  in  Abercrombie's  disastrous 
campaign  against  Ticonderoga  in  175S;  lieutenant  colonel 
under  Gen.  Amherst  in  1759  and  commanded  a  detach- 
ment of  several  hundred  men  that  cut  a  road  from  Crown 
Point  over  the  Green  mountains  toward  No.  4.  "Bold, 
hard}-  and  enterprising,  he  was  highly  esteemed  and  trusted 
with  important  commands." 

PETER  HAYWARD. 

Peter  Ha3'ward  came  to  New  Hampshire  with  the 
pioneers  of  Upper  Ashuelot  and  made  the  first  settlement 
in  what  is  now  Surr^'  —  then  a  part  of  Gilsum,  called 
"  W^estraoreland  Leg."  He  also  owned  land  in  Keene, 
which  made  him  a  citizen  of  this  town ;  and  he  was  a 
town  officer  here  in  1755-6,  and  again  in  '69  and  '74. 

lu  going  to  Surr3'  b\'  the  "old  road,"  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  one  may  notice  the  last  house  before  reaching 
the  bridge  —  the  first  in  Surr}'  —  standing  on  a  bluff,  with 
its  large,  old-fashioned  chimne}'  and  general  colonial  ap- 
pearance. That  house  was  built  b}'  this  Peter  Ha3-ward, 
his  log  cabin  having  stood  near  the  same  spot,  and  there 
he  and  his  descendants  for  several  generations  lived  and 
kept  public  house. 

Originallj'  of  Dedham,  the  famih'  removed  to  Mendon, 
Mass.,  where  Peter  was  born  in  1725.  He  married  Ruth 
Rutter  of  Mendon  and  about  the  time  named  above  he 
brought  his  wife  and  three  little  daughters  to  his  new 
home  in  the  wilderness  —  the  mother  on   horseback,  with 
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little  Kac'licl  in  her  nrnis,  and  Deborah  antl  Iluldah  slung 
in  baskets,  one  on  eaeli  side  of  the  horse. 

In  the  spring  of  1755  the  PVeneh  and  Indian  war  broke 
out,  and  hearing  of  hostile  Indians  in  his  vicinit3',  Air. 
Hayward,  with  his  near  neighbor,  Rbenezcr  Da^',  of  Keene, 
Inu-riedly  took  his  family  to  the  forf  in  Keene  for  safety ; 
and  then  joined  seonting  ]>arties  to  hunt  the  savages.  His 
powder  horn,  with  eni'ious  inscriptions,  is  still  preserved  ])y 
his  descendants  in  Ivccnc.  His' name  appears  also  on  the 
roll  of  Capt.  Josiah  Willard's  eom])an3'— .A.pril  IS  to  Nov. 
27  —  which  held  the  fort  here  in  1749,  along  with  those  of 
David  Nims,  Samuel  Hills,  Nathan  Fairlianks  and  others 
of  Ui)per  Ashuelot  and  viciiiit}',  which  makes  it  probable 
that  he  was  here  then  and  previous  to  that  time,  with  his 
neighbors,  in  the  endeavor  to  prepare  his  home  for  his 
family. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayward  were  members  of  the 
church  here,  and  eight  children  were  bajjtiscd  —  Deborah, 
Huldah,  Rachel  and  Nathan  in  1755,  S\-lvanus  in  1757, 
William  in  1759,  all  !)v  Rev.  Ezra  Carpenter;  and  Ruth  in 
1762,  and  Molly  in  1765,  by  Kev.  Clement  Sumner. 

The  great  grandson  of  this  hardy  ])ioncer,  Peter  B.axter 
Hayward,  succeeded  Dea.  Asa  Dnren  in  the  bakery  so  long 
in  Oj)eration,  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Main  streets, 
and  accnmnlated  a  large  property.  His  brother  (George 
O.)  and  daughter  (Mrs.  A.  T.  Batchcldcr)  still  reside  in 
Keene.    His  widow,  Mary  Hills,  died  July  6,  1900. 

SKTU  IIKATON. 

Scth  Ilcaton,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Maria  Heaton,  of 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  was  born  in  1710;  married  Thaidcful 
Field,  of  the  same  family  as  the  celebrated  Cyrus  and  David 
Dudle\'  Field  of  recent  A-cars.  He  was  one  of  the  first  pai'ty 
of  seven  that  came  to  Upper  Ashuelot  in  Septendocr,  1734, 
and  of  the  second  party  that  came  the  next  year;  but  all 
returned  for  the  winter  in  each  case.  In  the  spring  of  1736 
he  came  again,  and  built  his  log  cabin  during  that  sum- 
mer on  the  west  side  of  wdiat  is  now  the  MarlI)oro  road, 
where  George  M.  Jlodgkins  now  lives,  No.  497.  He  took 
his  first  divisions  of  land  and  made  his  "pitches"  in  that 
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part  of  the  township,  and  ultimateh'  owned  several  hun- 
dred acres  there,  covering  the  south  end  of  Beech  hill  and 
extending  on  both  sides  of  the  branch,  including  a  large 
part  of  the  intervale  southwest  of  his  cabin. 

"One  of  the  first  things  he  did  was  to  plant  an  or- 
chard, and  some  \'ears  later,  wlien  the  trees  were  partly 
grown  and  the  Indians  began  to  be  troublesome,  looking 
out  from  his  cabin  he  saw  one  of  the  savages  cutting  down 
an  apple  tree.  He  took  down  his  gun,  and  that  Indian 
never  cut  an}-  more  trees."  "He  used  to  lie  in  his  cabin, 
or  under  a  brush  heap,  with  his  gun,  and  watch  for  lurk- 
ing Indians  while  his  wife  milked  the  cows."  (Heaton  tra- 
dition.) 

His  log  cabin  was  burned  b3'  the  Indians  when  the 
township  was  abandoned,  in  174-7,  but  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  return,  and  he  built  the  low  farmhouse,  still  stand- 
ing on  the  cast  side  of  the  street,  opposite  the  site  of  his 
log  cabin  —  the  second  from  the  old  Mount  Pleasant  tavern 
—  and  lived  and  died  there.  He  was  at  one  time  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  militia.  It  is  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  that 
was  the  first  framed  house  built  in  the  township  —  doubt- 
less now  the  oldest  house  in  town  —  and  it  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  his  descendants;  l)ut  the  large  old  chimney  has 
been  removed  and  two  smaller  ones  substituted.  His  sons 
and  other  descendants  afterwards  built  houses  and  lived 
along  the  same  road,  towards  the  branch;  and  some  of 
the  old  barns  still  standing  there  were  built  by  the  elder 
Heaton. 

Four  of  his  sons  were  Revolutionary  soldiers  —  William, 
Jonathan,  Luther  and  Samuel.  His  children  were:  Seth, 
born  1740;  Huldah,  born  1742,  married  first,  Samuel 
Wadsworth  of  Kecne,  and  second,  a  Mr.  Butterfield ;  David, 
born  1744;  William,  born  1746;  Jonathan,  born  1750, 
married  Thankful  Clark,  of  Lancaster,  Mass.;  Susanna, 
born  1752;  Anna,  born  1754,  married  Capt.  John  Griggs, 
of  the  Revolutionary  army;  Luther,  born  1750;  and  Sam- 
uel, born  1759. 

SAMUEL  HEATON. 

Samnef- Heaton,  youngest  son  of  alcove,  was  born  in 
1759;  married  Sarah  Bo3-nton ;  lived  on  the  homestead 
bequeathed  to  Iiiin  by  his  father;  was  a  corporal  in  the 
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C()in|)an_v  of  Capt.  Francis  Towne  of  Rindge,  Col.  David 
Oilman's  ic;.^inicnt,  sent  to  reinforce  Gen.  Washington's 
ariDv  in  }Jeccinl>er,  1776,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Tren- 
ton and  I'rinceton.  His  children  were:  Satniiel,  born 
1783;  David,  born  17S5,  married  Reliecca  Morse  of  Marl- 
boro, lived  on  the  homestead  —  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1S12;  Sally,  born  17S7;  Seth,  born  1790,  married  Betse}' 
Nonrse;  Nancy,  born  1792,  married  John  Towns;  Polly, 
])orn  1794.    He  died  in  1830.  aged  sevent\'. 

ADIX  HOLBKOOK. 

A  din  Holbrook  was  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  in 
1752;  came  to  Kccne  as  earl\-  as  1776;  was  in  Capt. 
Whitcoml)'s  company,  Ashley's  regiment,  on  its  march  to 
the  relief  of  Ticonderoga  in  the  fall  of  1776;  was  sergeant 
in  Ca])t.  Mack's  company,  Nichols's  regiment,  in  the  battle 
of  Bennington,  1777;  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  Day,  of  Keene;  was  a  millwright  and  had  a  sawmill 
in  the  west  part  of  the  town;  afterwards  settled  on  the 
Holbrook  farm,  old  Snrrv  road,  about  1780,  and  with  his 
son,  Adin,  Jr.,  had  a  sawmill  on  the  road  —  previousl3'' 
Partridge's  —  and  l)uilt  the  jjresent  Holbrook  house  in  1806; 
with  Capt.  Joseph  Dorr  built  and  operated  an  oil  mill  on 
the  stream  a  few  rods  ])elow  the  sawmill;  died  1848,  aged 
ninety-one.  His  children  were:  Adin,  Clarinda,  Chloe,  Enos, 
Cornelia,  who  were  born  between  1780  and  1792. 

GRORGH  INGERSOLL. 

Major  George  Ingersoll,  son  of  Daniel  and  Bethiah 
(Haskell)  Ingersoll,  of  Boston,  was  born  in  1754;  enlisted 
in  1775  as  a  private  in  Col.  Gridley's  regiment  of  artillery, 
of  Massachusetts;  served  through  the  Revolutionary  w^ar, 
receiving  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant;  promoted 
to  ca})tain  in  the  artillery  and  engineers  in  1795;  married, 
tlie  same  year,  Martha  Goldthwaite,  of  Boston,  sister  of 
the  wives  of  Dr.  Daniel  Adams  and  Dea.  James  Lanman, 
of  Keene;  commandant  at  West  Point,  1796  to  1801, 
while  it  was  a  military  scliool,  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  military  academy;  ])romoted  to  major  in  the 
artillery  service  in  1803;  resigned  in  1804  on  account  of  ill 
health;  an  original  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Cincinnati. 
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While  on  a  visit  with  his  wife  to  lier  sisters  in  Keene, 
Major  Ing^ersoll  took  a  fancy  to  the  place,  and  particularly 
to  the  house — then  considered  a  fine  one  —  which  still  stands 
west  of  the  little  pond  at  West  Keene,  between  Black 
brook,  which  comes  down  from  the  north,  and  White 
brook,  which  joins  it  from  the  west.  It  had  been  built  and 
kept  as  a  tavern  by  Jesse  Clark,  and  at  that  time  was 
owned  and  kept  b_v  Joseph  Brown.  The  major  bought  it, 
with  the  farm  of  eij:jhty-three  acres  (for  $4,000)  hoping 
there  to  recuperate  his  health.  Mrs.  Ingersoll  named  it 
"  Whitcbrook,"  and  they  came  there  to  live,  in  May,  1805; 
but  he  died  in  July  of  the  same  year,  and  was  buried  with 
militar\-  honors  in  the  Washington  street  cemeter3\ 

GEORGE  G.  INGERSOLL. 

Rev.  George  G.  Ingersoll,  D.  D.,  onl^'  son  of  Major 
George  and  Martha  (Goldthwaite)  Ingersoll,  was  born  in 
Boston,  in  1796;  studied  at  Groton  aud  Exeter  academies ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1815,  and  from  Harvard  Divinity 
school  in  ISIS;  married,  1822,  Harriet  I'arkhurst  (a  pupil 
in  Miss  Fiske's  school,  whom  he  met  while  on  a  visit  to 
his  relatives  in  Keene) ;  ordained  in  same  year,  pastor  of 
the  Unitarian  church  in  Burlington,  Vt.;  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health  in  1S44;  settled  at  East  Cambridge, 
Mass.v  in  1847,  hut  the  state  of  his  health  compelled  his 
resignation  in  1849,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Keene.  He  sometimes  supplied  pulpits  at  Northampton, 
Brattleboro  and  other  places,  and  spent  the  winter  of 
1859-60  preaching  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  "He  was  a  pol- 
ished, genial  man,  with  charming  manners  and  a  kindh' 
wit."  (Miss  Dinsmoor's  memorial.)  "The  Sj'dne}^  Smith 
of  our  pulpit."  (Christian  Register.)  At  the  centennial 
celebration  in  Keene,  in  1853,  he  read  a  witt3'  poem  on 
local  matters.    He  died  in  Keene  in  1S63. 

CAROLINE  HASKELL  INGERSOLL. 

Miss  Caroline  Haskell  Ingersoll,  daughter  of  Rev. 
George  G.  and  Harriet  (Parkhurst)  Ingersoll,  was  born  in 
1827.  With  a  refined  taste  for  the  beautiful  in  nature  and 
art,  she  was  an  accomplished  mi:sician ;  and  was  likewise 
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rciunrkabic  for  Iicr  executive  ability.  Leaniinj.,'  that  a  beau- 
tiful })inc  ;.;rove  at  West  Keciie  was  about  to  Ije  cut  down 
for  lumber,  she  immediately  took  up  the  work  of  ])reserv- 
ing  it  for  ii  |)id)He  park,  and  r.aised  the  funds  for  its  pur- 
chase i)y  sul)scri])tion  from  the  ladies  of  Kecne,  aided  by  a 
few  i^entlemen  of  Keene,  and  former  residents  who  had  left 
the  town.  It  was  named  the  Ladies'  Wildwood  j^ark,  and 
she  presented  it  to  the  city  in  1887,  as  a  t^ift  from  herself 
and  the  other  subscriljcrs,  to  be  forever  kept  for  a  pii];)lic 
pleasure  ground  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  lady 
donors  for  twent3'-five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period  the 
management  is  to  be  vested  in  a  board  of  three,  the  mayor, 
one  alderman  and  one  lady  donor  or  the  descendant  of 
one,  who  are  to  constitute  the  Ladies'  Park  commission- 
ers; and  she  bc«iucathed  to  the  city  $1,000  as  a  fund,  the 
income  to  be  used  for  the  care  of  the  ])ark. 

She  also  made  several  other  be(|ucsts  to  various  insti- 
tutions in  Kecne  and  $1,000  for  the  fountain  in  Central 
]3ark,  as  a  memorial  of  her  brother,  to  be  called  the  "Allan 
Ingersoll  Fountain."    She  died  in  Kecne  in  1893. 

MOSES  JOHNSON. 

Moses  Johnson  was  an  enterprising  trader  here  from 
1787,  or  earlier,  to  1804;  also  had  a  store  in  Walpole, 
biit  in  1799  removed  all  his  goods  to  Keene  and  -enlarged 
his  lousiness  here;  in  1788  had  a  store  in  Federal  Row; 
built  the  store  since  known  as  the  Railroad  store,  which 
gave  ])lace  to  Gurnsey's  block ;  afterwards  joined  James 
Maun  in  their  large  store,  subsequently  owned  b\'  A.  &  T. 
Hall.  His  large  potash  and  pearlash  works  on  the  ridge 
north  of  what  is  now  Castle  street,  near  a  distillery 
which  he  owned,  were  so  profitable  that  at  one  time,  even 
in  those  early  days,  he  received  a  check  for  $5,000  for 
his  manufactured  goods.  When  he  came  to  Keene  the 
ground  where  the  railroad  track  now  lies,  on  each  side 
oi  Main  street,  and  where  the  Sentinel  building  and  the 
Watson  house,  south  of  the  track,  now  stand,  was  a  dense 
swam]),  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  alders,  with  only 
ii  narrow  causeway  across  it  in  the  middle  of  the  present 
street.    Mr.  Johnson  cleared  away  those  alders  and  did 
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much  towards  fillin^cj  that  part  of  the  swamp  and  making 
it  solid  ground.  He  also  did  a  large  anioiint  of  similar 
work  near  his  distiiler\\  filling  in  the  old  river  bed,  which 
ran  along  at  the  foot  of  the  1)kiff  near  the  present  Tilden 
schoolhouse,  and  making  it  fertile  land.  So  much  did  he  ac- 
complish for  the  benelit  of  the  town  that  at  the  centennial 
celebration  in  1853  a  toast  was  given  in  his  honor.  But 
he  was  too  generous  and  pul^lic  s[>irited  for  his  own  good, 
was  unfortunate  in  his  investments,  lost  his  propcrt}',  and 
removed  to  New  York  state. 

EDWARD  JOSLIN. 

Edward  Joslin,  son  of  David  and  Rebecca  (Richardson) 
Joslin  of  Stoddard,  was  bom  in  Stoddard,  April  15,  1810, 
being  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  He 
came  to  Keene  in  1830  and  went  to  live  with  the  older 
Governor  Dinsmoor,  attending  school  where  the  Sentinel 
building  now  stands.  In  1834,  he  associated  himself  with 
George  Page  and  manufactured  the  first  mortising  machine 
made  in  this  country  (a  foot-power  machine)  in  a  shop 
which  stood  ou  the  lot  now  occupied  b\'  the  Washington 
schoolhouse.  In  1830  the}'  took  Thomas  M.  Edwards  and 
Aaron  Davis  into  partnership  and  moved  to  South  Kcene. 
About  the  same  time  j.  A.  Faj'  became  a  member  of  the 
firm.  Messrs.  Joslin  and  Fay  bought  out  tlie  other  inter- 
ests and  the  firm  was  Joslin  &  Fay.  They  brought  out  the 
first  power  mortising,  tenoning  and  moulding  machines 
ever  made.  About  1850  the  firm  erected  the  brick  mill, 
300x75  feet  in  size  and  two  stories  high,  now  occupied  b^' 
the  Fred  P.  Pierce  Company.  A  Cincinnati  branch  was 
established  about  the  same  year,  1850,  under  the  name  of 
J.  A.  Fay  &  Co.  The  Fay  compan\^  united  with  a  rival, 
the  Egan  company,  soon  after  1890,  the  coqjorate  name 
being  the  J.  A.  Fa\-  &  Egan  Co.  The  capital  stock  was 
fixed  at  two  million  dollars,  and  it  became  the  largest 
maker  of  wood-working  machinery  in  this  country,  if  not 
in  the  world.  Mr.  Joslin  retained  a  large  interest  in  the 
business. 

Mr.  Joslin  was  also  interested  financially  in  the  Beaver 
mills,  the  Keene  Furniture  Company,  the  Cheshire  Chair 
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C(>ni|)aiiy,  the  Kecne  Steam  Power  Company,  tlic  C.  15. 
Lancaster  Sl)Oe  Company  and  other  concerns.  He  was  a 
director  in  the  Keenc  National  l)anl<  from  18^0  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  was  its  [^resident  for  thirty  years.  I^^or 
many  years  he  was  a  trustee  and  vice  president  of  tlie 
Kcene  Five  Cents  Savin;.is  l)ank.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
committee  to  build  the  Keene  water  works  and  for  many 
vears  was  one  of  the  water  commissioners. 

In  184-7,  Mr.  Joslin  married  Sarah  Hale  Thayer,  daugii- 
ter  of  John  Tha3'er  of  Keene.  His  children  were  Charles 
E.  (who  died  in  1898),  Sarah  E.  (who  married  Chester  L. 
Kinc;sbury  and  who  died  iu  1901),  and  Isabella  H.,  who 
married  Frank  Crandall,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Joslin 
died  Nov.  21,  1901,  universally  esteemed  and  res])ected. 

TSENJAMIN  KERNE. 

Sir  Benjamin  Keene  (for  whom  the  town  of  Kcene  was 
named)  was  born  in  1G97,  at  King's  Lynn,  Norfolk.  He 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Charles  Kcene,  merchant  and  first 
maN'or  of  King's  Lynn,  in  1714,  under  King  Ch<irlcs  IL 
His  mother's  niime  was  Susan  Rolfe.  He  was  educated  at 
Lx'ini  free  grammar  school  and  at  Pembroke  Hall,  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  R.,  in 
1718. 

Through  the  influence  of  Sir  Robert  Wal])oIe,  a  friend 
of  the  family,  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  South  Sea 
Company  at  Madrid,  and  in  1724  was  promoted  to  the 
British  consulship  at  that  city.  In  September,  1727. 
through  the  same  influence,  he  was  raised  to  the  high 
])ost  of  minister  plenif)otentiary  at  Madrid.  In  1729,  he 
concluded  a  treaty  of  defensive  alliance  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land with  France  and  Spain.  His  double  position  of  Brit- 
ish minister  and  agent  of  the  South  Sea  Company  caused 
him  annoyance  and  denunciation  by  political  parties  and 
by  the  press,  but  he  retained  his  position  until  he  had 
signed  a  convention  with  the  Spanish  minister  in  1739; 
but  as  that  failed  to  prevent  the  declaration  of  war  bc- 
tv^'Ccn  England  and  Spain,  he  was  recalled,  and  returned 
to  England.  Horace  Walpole  described  him  at  that  time 
as  "one  of  the  best  kind  of  agreeable  men,  quite  fat  and 


niOG  AM  PJIICA  L  SKETCHES. 


619 


Iaz3',  with  universal  knowledf^e."  In  1740,  he  represented 
the  borough  of  Maiden  in  Essex  in  parliament,  and  from 
1741  to  '47  he  sat  for  that  of  West  Looe  in  Cornwall, 
lie  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  trade  and  paj*- 
niaster  of  pensions. 

"In  174G  he  was  sent  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotcntiar}'  to  Portugal  to  bring  about  a 
peace  with  Spain,  and  in  October,  1748,  he  quitted  Lis- 
bon to  resume  his  old  place  at  Madrid.  He  concluded,  on 
5  Oct.,  1750,  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Spain,  when 
Henry  Pelhani  referred  to  the  al)use  that  had  been  showered 
on  Keene,  and  claimed  that  '  he  had  acted  ably,  honestly, 
and  Ijravch.'  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  in  1754  wrote:  'I 
have  at  last  got  the  ribbon  [of  the  Bath]  for  Sir  Benjamin  ;' 
and  the  compliment  was  heightened  by  the  King  of  Spain 
performing  the  ceremony  of  investiture,  whereupon  the 
new  knight  took  the  motto  of  Regibus  Amicis.  In  the 
summer  of  1757  Keene  was  very  ill,  and  wished  to  retire 
from  his  post,  but  on  receiving  Pitt's  instructions  to  offer 
the  restoration  of  Gibraltar  and  the  evacuation  of  the 
settlements  formed  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico  since  1748,  if 
Spain  would  join  Great  Britain  against  France,  he  forced 
himself  to  make  the  offer.  When  leave  to  retire  was  at 
last  conceded,  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  returning  to 
England  to  enjo}^  a  pension  and  a  peerage,  his  illness 
proved  fatal.  He  died  at  Madrid  on  15  Dec,  1757.  His 
bod3'  was  brought  to  England  and  'he  was  buried  near 
his  parents  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas,  Lynn,  a  sarcoph- 
Jigus  of  white  marble  being  placed  over  his  grave.  A  half 
length  ]3ortrait  of  him  hangs  in  the  King's  Lynn  town 
hall.  He  left  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  to  his  brother,  Ed- 
mund Keene,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  Chester  and  afterwards  of 
Ely.' 

"Sir  Robert  Walpolc  'had  the  highest  opinion  of  Kcene's 
abilities,'  and  in  social  life  his  'indolent  good  humor'  was 
very  ])leasing.  Numerous  manuscript  letters  hy  him,  many 
in  cipher,  are  among  the  Newcastle  correspondence  at  the 
British  Museum  and  in  the  collections  described  in  the  His- 
torical Manuscript  Commissioner's  Reports.  The  corre- 
spondence and  other  documents  which  he  left  at  his  death 
passed  to  the  son  of  his  brother  Edmund,  and  were  sub- 
mitted to  Archdeacon  Coxc  for  his  historical  works.  Many 
printed  letters  to  and  from  him  are  in  the  '  Cliatham  Cor- 
respondence,' 1,407,  etc.,  '  Atterbur\^  correspondence,'  5- 
256-8,  and  in  the  compilations  of  .Archdeacon  Coxe.  From 
a  passage  in  Kennicott's  '  Dissertation  on  the  Hebrew  Text 
of  the  Old  Testament'  (page  358)  it  apjjears  that  Keene 
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inlcrcstnl  liinisclf  in  S])anisli  M .'i nuscrij)ts  of  the  Bil)le."'' 
(Sidney  Lcc's  DicLionai y  of  National  Biography.) 

DAMKI.  KIXGSHUKy. 

Deacon  Daniel  Kinjj^.sbury,  son  of  Daniel  of  VVrcntham, 
Mass.,  a  descendant  of  Josci)h,  who  came  from  England 
aUout  1G3()  Avith  liis  brother  John  and  kinsman  Henr3', 
was  born  in  174'2;  came  to  Keene  previous  to  1704;  mar- 
ried Molly;  had  twelve  children  ])orn  between  1767  and 
1793,  but  none  became  permanent  residents  of  Keene. 
Three  of  his  sons,  Darius,  Tlieodorc  and  Dr.  David,  went 
West.  He  was  a  member  of  the  military  company  here  in 
1773,  and  a  lieutenant  in,  Capt.  Davis  Hewlett's  company 
in  the  cam]iaign  of  1777.  He  owned  and  lived  on  what 
has  since  been  the  town  farm,  three  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  the  Square,  and  was  succeeded  there  by  his  son 
Joel.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  commtmitA'  and 
held  many  ini])ortant  offices  in  town  —  moderator  of  annual 
town  meetings  seventeen  years;  selectman  twelve  years; 
representative  to  the  l*rovincial  congress  in  1782;  a  mag- 
istrate; and  a  deacon  of  the  church  for  forty -five  years. 
He  died  in  182;!,  aged  eighty-two. 

X  .\  T I  r A  N I E  L  K I X  G  S  BU  K  Y . 

Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  elder  brother  of  Deacon  Daniel, 
was  born  in  1730;  married  first,  Mehitable  Johnson  ;  mar- 
ried second,  17G9,  Hannah  Ware;  married  third,  1791, 
Re])ecca  Bigclow,  of  Wal]3ole;  had  eleven  children,  born 
Ix'twecn  176G  and  1798,  most  of  whom  lived  in  Keene  and 
vicinity.  His  descendants  number  u]3wards  of  eight  hun- 
dred, scattered  through  the  northern  states.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  military  company  here  in  1773,  and  was 
also  in  Capt.  Davis  Hewlett's  compau}-  in  the  campaign 
of  1777.  He  lived  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  on  what 
lias  since  itecii  known  as  the  Ruffle  farm.    He  died  in  1S03. 

ABIjAII  KINGSBURY. 

Ahijah  Kingsbnrj',  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah 
(Ware)  Kingsbury,  was  born  177S;  married,  1803,  Abigail, 

^  The  i:-,tory  of  Governor  W<  t3t worth's  frieiulsbip  for  Sir  Henj.miin  and  his 
niMniriR  tbc  vo.wn  for  liini  ik  told  in  the  account  of  the  jrrandn<;  of  the  charter 
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daughter  of  Deacon  Abijali  Wilder.  They  lived  together 
fift3'-three  3'ears  and  had  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  lived 
to  the  age  of  sixt3'-five  j-ears  or  more:  William,  born  in 
1804,  married  Iluldah  Stone;  Charles,  born  in  1805,  mar- 
ried Ruby  Osgood;  Josiah,  born  in  1807,  married  Sarah 
Baker;  Abijah  Wilder,  born  in  1809,  married  Emeline 
Wood;  Albert,  born  in  1811,  married  Ann  E.  L3'man ; 
Julia  Ann,  born  in  1813,  married  Isaac  Rand ;  Mar3^  born 
in  1815,  married  Jonas  Parker;  George,  born  in  1818, 
married  Lydia  W.  Briggs,  of  Keene;  Abigail  Martha,  born 
in  1820,  married  Enoch  W.  Winchester;  Sarah,  born  in 
1822,  married  George  Rising,  and  lived  in  Kansas  in  the 
exciting  and  blood3^  times  of  the  first  settlement  of  that 
state ;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1827,  married  Deacon  George  P. 
Drown.  Many  descendants  of  the  famil3^  are  still  living  in 
town.  Mr.  Kingsbury'  was  an  active  citizen  and  did  a 
large  business,  for  those  times,  in  shoemaking.  He  died  in 
1860,  aged  eight3^-two. 

ZEBADIAH  KEVES. 

Zebadiah  Ke\'es  (formerly  spelled  Kise)  was  born  in 
Chelmsford,  Mass.,  in  177G;  married  S3'bil  Dunn;  came  to 
Keene  and  with  Moses  H.  Hale  (Hale  &  Kisc),  in  1806, 
bought  of  Luther  Smith  the  mills  and  water  privilege  on 
Ashuelot  river,  now  Faulkner  &  Colony's,  and  carried  on 
the  milling  and  clothiers'  business  there  until  1814,  when 
the3'  sold  to  John  Maguire.  His  children  were:  Almira, 
born  1803,  naarricd  John  Colony,  of  Keene;  Elbridge,  born 
1804,  married,  first,  Martha  W.  Rugg,  and  second,  Mar3^ 
W.  Campbell,  and  was  for  man3'  3'ears  a  merchant  in 
Keene,  with  Joshua  D.  Colony;  Harriet,  born  1807,  mar- 
ried Nathaniel  Evans,  a  merchant,  of  Keene;  Susan  B., 
born  1816,  married  HarYe3'  A.  Bill,  editor  of  the  Cheshire 
Republican. 

WILLLA.jr  T.AMSOX. 

W^illiam  Lamson,  son  of  Joseph  and  Susanna  (Froth- 
ingham)  Lamson,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  17G3 ; 
came  to  Keene  on  foot  with  his  bundle  slung  on  his  cane 
over  his  shoulder,  in  Ma3',  1787;  bought  of  Capt.  Josiah 
Richardson  one-fourth  of  an  acre  of  land  — then  an  open 
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ficid  —  where  Laiiist^n  block  and  tlio  Kccnc  I'ive  Cents  Sav- 
ings h.'iiik  now  staiifl,  and  cstablislied  a  tannery.  When  lie 
liad  [jaid  for  liis  lanil,  put  ujj  a  l)uildiii;.;  for  a  currier's 
sliop  and  l)ark  mill,  l)ou;j;lit  his  stock,  and  had  liis  tannery 
ready  for  Ijiisiness,  lie  had  just  one  pistarecn  (seventeen 
cents)  left  in  Ills  pocket.  That  he  went  out  and  sj)cnt  for 
a  mug  of  flip  for  liimself  and  friends,  and  then  went  to 
work.  Wlien  his  own  work  was  slack  he  would  earn  a 
little  l)v  "striking"  for  his  near  neighbor,  a  l)lacksmith. 
As  lousiness  prosjiered  his  O])erations  were  extended  and  ad- 
ditional land  was  purchased  until  the  estate  comprised, 
liesides  outlying  lands  and  mortgages,  about  eighty-eight 
thousand  scpiare  feet  on  Main  and  West  streets,  which  is 
still  (Mvned  and  occupied  by  his  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Grif- 
fin. In  171)0,  he  returned  to  Charlcstown  and  married 
Margery  Russell.  The  \'oung  couple  came  as  far  as  New 
l])s\vich  in  a  chaise,  but  from  there  to  Keene  there  was  no 
road  ;  so,  both  mounting  one  horse,  the  bride  on  a  pillion 
behind  her  iuis))and,  with  all  her  marriage  outfit  tied  in  a 
bimdle,  they  came  ])y  a  liridle  jjath  through  the  woods  to 
their  future  home.  Four  sons  and  three  daughters  were 
born  to  them.  The  eldest  son,  William,  was  for  many 
years  a  leading  merchant  and  citizen  of  Kcenc,  owning  and 
oecup\'ing  the  large  brick  I)Iock  on  the  corner  of  Roxbury 
street  and  the  Stpiarc,  which  was  ljurncd  in  1865.  The 
third  sf)n,  Charles,  succeeded  his  father  in  business,  and 
was  a  director  in  the  Cheshire  bank,  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Cheshii'c  Pros'idcnt  Tnstitntion  for  Savings. 

Mr.  Lamson  was  a  man  of  great  Inisiness  capacity, 
staunch  integrity,  sound  judgment,  amiable  and  generous 
in  disposition,  prom])t  to  aid  worth_v  j'oung  men  starting 
in  life,  and  one  who  commrmded  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all.  He  died  in  1S28,  aged  sixty-five,  leaving,  among  other 
liequcsts,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to  aid  in  the  erection  of 
the  first  Unitarian  meetinghouse,  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Church  streets,  and  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  five  N^ears 
towards  the  current  expenses  of  that  church  and  societj'. 

FARN'IJM  F. 

Viitnmn  F.  Lane,  son   of  Ezekicl  and  Rachel  (Fish) 
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Lane,  was  horn  in  Swanzey  in  1816;  was  brought  up  on 
his  father's  farm;  attended  academies  at  Hancock  and  New 
Ipswich;  taught  school;  studied  law  with  Thomas  M.  Ed- 
wards; began  practice  at  Winchester  in  1843;  removed  to 
Waljiole ;  came  to  Keene  in  1S49;  was  coiint3' solicitor  for 
ten  years ;  representiitive  to  the  legislature  from  Walpole 
in  1S47-S  and  from  Keene  in  1S62-3.  Although  not  a 
po[)ular  advocate,  he  w-as  well  read  in  the  law,  prcpare<l 
his  cases  with  great  thoroughness  and  managed  them  with 
sound  judgment,  and  was  a  lawyer  in  whom  the  courts 
had  great  confidence  and  an  antagonist  whom  other  law- 
yers dreaded  to  meet.  He  married,  1846,  Harriet,  daughter 
of  John  and  Harriet  (Locke)  Butler,  of  Winchester,  by 
whom  he  had  two  daughters.    He  died  in  1887. 

THOMAS  H.  LKVHRKTT. 

Thomas  H.  Lcvcrett,  son  of  Thomas  and  Susannah 
(Johnson,  of  London,  Eng.)  Leverett,  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Maj.  Gen.  Sir  John  Leverett,  governor  of  Massachusetts 
in  1673-9,  was  born  in  Windsor,  Vt.,  in  1806;  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  iit  Capt.  Partridge's  military 
school  at  Norwich,  Yt.;  came  to  Keene  in  1836  and  was 
cashier  of  the  Ashuelot  l)ank  for  thirty-three  years;  mar- 
ried, first,  Harriet  B.  Nelson,  l)y  whom  he  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  D.,  who  married  l\eu])en  A.  Tuttle,  of  Boston; 
married,  second,  Abby  Barnes,  a  teacher  in  Miss  Fiske's 
school,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Katharine  F.,  a 
resident  of  Keene,  one  sou  who  died  in  Infanc}',  and  one 
son,  Frank  J.,  who  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers  and  died  in  the  service,  at  Paris,  Ky.,  in  1863, 
aged  nineteen. 

Mr.  Leverett  was  a  genial,  public  spirited  man,  took  a 
leading  part  and  exercised  a  ])Owerfnl  infiuence  in  the  inter- 
ests of  agriculture  and  horticulture;  was  the  active  agent 
in  the  organization  of  the  Cheshire  County  Agricultural 
Society  in  1847 ;  and  also  active  in  the  purchase  and  im- 
provement, by  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings,  of  its 
twenty-five  acres  of  ground  —  now  Wlieclock  park — and  in 
the  management  for  many  years  of  its  very  successful 
exhibitions.    He  died  in  November,  1882. 
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AlUEL  AltliOT  I.IVICKMOKH:. 

Kcv.  Aljicl  Ahhot  Ijvcrinorc,  I).  D.,  was  l)<>rii  in  Wil- 
ton, N.  IL,  in  1811;  pi'cparcd  for  co11c!l,'c  at  I'lnlliijs  Bxe- 
tcr  academy;  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1833,  and  at  Har- 
vard Divinity  scliool  in  183G;  was  ordained  and  settled 
over  tlic  Unitarian  cliureh  in  Keene  at  the  close  of  the  same 
year;  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Jacol)  Ah1)ott. 

His  father  was  an  intelligent  farmer,  proininent  in  his 
town  and  eommunity.  His  mother  was  a  member  of  the 
distinguished  Abl)ot  family  of  Wilton.  He  took  higli  rank 
as  a  scholar,  ami  was  a  "genuine,  refined,  high-minded 
nian."  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison,  editor  of  the  Christian  Register, 
wrote  of  him:  "The  relation  of  the  x'oung  pastor  and  his 
wife,  a  fitting  helpmeet  for  such  a  man,  to  the  pco])le  of 
their  parish,  and  to  the  whole  community  in  which  they 
lived,  has  always  seemed  to  mc  as  happy  a  relation  as  I 
have  ever  known."  While  in  Keenc  he  did  much  for  the 
cultivation  of  Htcrary  taste  in  the  community,  organized  a 
barge  book  club  which  contained  all  the  choice  periodicals 
of  the  day,  and  encouraged  the  studj'  of  the  higher  liter- 
ary works,  not  only  of  English,  but  of  German  and  other 
authors.  He  also  edited  a  small  paper,  the  Social  Gazette, 
for  the  publication  of  the  literar3'  efforts  of  the  young, 
and  was  always  the  beloved  pastor  and  cherished  friend. 
His  lectures  to  y<iung  men  and  his  prize  essay  on  the  Mex- 
ican war  were  published,  and  he  edited  the  Cheshire  collec- 
tion of  h3'mns. 

After  nearly  fourteen  \-ears  of  very  active  labor  in 
Keene  his  health  gave  wa3'  and  he  was  compelled  to  resign 
his  charge.  Believing  that  he  might  continue  his  work  in 
a  milder  climate  he  accepted  a  call  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1850,  where  he  remained  six  ^-ears.  After  that,  for  seven 
years  he  was  pastor  of  a  church  in  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
1SG3  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  theological  school  at 
Meadville,  Pa.,  and  for  twcntv-'-seven  years  filled  that 
position  with  remarkable  abilit}'  and  success.  Besides  the 
works  already  mentioned  and  manj'  articles  for  various 
periodicals,  he  pul)lished  a  volume  of  sermons  —  Commen- 
taries on  the  New  Testament  —  which  he  began  while  in 
Keene;  and  for  several  ^-ears  while  at  Yonkers  he  edited 
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the  Christian  Incfuircr.  His  last  work  was  that  of  writing 
the  history  of  his  native  town.  Wilton. 

"Dr.  Livermore  deserves  to  be  most  gratefully  remem- 
bered among  us.  His  rounded  completeness  of  life  was 
matched  hy  an  equalh'  happy  poise  and  synnnetry  of 
character — a  conjunction  as  a<imirable  as  it  is  rare.  No 
breath  of  calnmn}'  ever  ventured  to  qixestion  his  integrity. 
His  graceful  :ind  unfailing  courtesy  was  a  constant  rebuke 
to  our  modern  boorishne.ss  —  a  man  made  to  be  loved." 

He  died  at  Wilton  in  1S92. 

DAXIKI.  KEWCOMB. 

Hon.  Daniel  Newcomb,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born  in 
Norton  (Mansfield),  Mass.,  in  1747;  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  176S;  studied  theology  and  preached  a  few  ycrirs  ; 
read  law  with  Judge  Lowell  of  Boston;  settled  in  Keene  in 
1778;  married,  17S1,  Sarali  Stearns  of  Lunenburg,  Mass. 
The  children  b\'  that  marriage  were:  Sail}',  born  in  1782, 
married  John  G.  Bond  of  Keene;  George,  born  in  1783, 
entered  Dartmouth  college  when  nine  j'ears  old  and  was 
drowned  in  the  Ashuelot  river  at  the  age  of  thirteen; 
Daniel,  born  in  17S5,  graduated  at  Dartmouth,  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Rush  of  Pliiladeiphia,  practiced  in  Bos- 
ton and  died  at  Keene  in  1809;  Seth,  born  in  1786,  grad- 
uated at  Harvard,  practiced  law  in  Keene  and  died  in 
ISll  ;  Henr\'  S.,  born  in  17SS,  was  lieutenant  in  the  army 
in  1812-14,  and  died  in  1825;  Levi,  lioni  in  1790  and 
died  in  the  senior  class  of  Dartmouth  in  ISIO;  Fann}^ 
born  in  1791,  married  Daniel  D.  ILatch  of  Keene;  Charles, 
boro  in  1792,  entered  Harvard  and  went  West;  Walter, 
born  in  179-i,  entered  Harvard,  left  on  account  of  sickness, 
entered  the  United  States  navy  and  died  in  tlie  West  In- 
dies of  yellow  fever  in  1822;  Patty,  born  in  1796,  mar- 
ried Dr.  \l.  Johnson  and  died  in  Cleveland,  O.,  in  1858. 

His  wife.  Sarah,  died  in  1796. 

He  married,  second,  ISOO,  Hannah  Dawes,  widow  of 
Benj.  Goldthwaite  of  Boston.  His  children  bv  the  second 
marriage  were:  Hannah  Dawes,  born  in  1803.  never  mar- 
ried, died  1887;  William  Dawes,  born  1804;  Francis,  born 
1807;  Harriet,  born  1809,  married  Rev.  Fred  West  Hol- 
land, of  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Lucretia,  born  in  1812,  died  in 
1823. 
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In  17S1,  Daniel  Xcwconih,  Esq.,  was  a  (lelc;^ale  from 
Kccnc  to  a  convention  at  Walpole,  and  another  at  Charles- 
town,  in  the  eontrovers_v  eoncernin;^  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants;  was  ajipcHnted  ciiief  jnsticc  of  the  inferior  court  for 
the  county  of  Clieshire  in  1700;  was  delegate  from  Kcene 
to  the  constitntional  convention  of  New  Hampshire  in  1781, 
and  again  in  1791-2,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
that  drafted  our  present  state  constitution ;  was  appointed 
judge  of  the  superior  court  of  New  Hainpshire  in  1796; 
re])resentative  to  the  legislature,  1795;  state  senator, 
1795-G,  lSOO-1,  1S05-G.  " 

Judge  Newcomb's  office,  during  his  later  years,  was  in 
the  small  building  already  described  in  the  sketch  of  Gov. 
Dinsmoor,  senior.  Besides  owning  man3'-  houses,  farms  and 
otlier  tracts  of  land  —  many  of  them  obtained  through 
mortgages  —  lie  bought  the  site  of  the  first  meetinghouse 
in  Keenc  in  1795,  and  built  a  fine  colonial  house  on  that 
lot;  and  there  he  spent  the  rcmaiuder  of  his  life.  Being  at 
the  head  of  the  Cheshire  county  bar,  and  wealthy,  he 
entertained  lil)erally,  particularly  at  court  time.^ 

Judge  Newcoml)  w;is  an  eminent  and  public  spirited 
citizen  and  did  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  town.  He 
established,  and  for  some  years  supported,  a  grammar 
school  in  Keenc  almost  whollj'  at  his  own  expense.  He 
sent  six  sons  to  college,  two  of  whom  died  before  gradu- 
ating, and  one  left  on  account  of  sickness.  Nearly  all  his 
children  died  young.  He  had  an  impediment  in  his  speech, 
Jiot  stuttering,  l>ut  comjiletc  paralysis  of  the  vocal  organs 
when  excited.  He  died  July  14,  1818,  aged  seventy-two. 
His  widow,  Hannah  Dawes,  died  in  1855,  aged  sixty-seven. 

DAVID  NIMS. 

DaA-id  Nims,  of  Huguenot  descent,  was  the  son  of 
Ebcnezer  and  Sarah  (Hoyt)  Nims,  both  of  whom  were 
among  the  captives  taken  from  Dcerfield,  Mass.,  to  Canada 

'  ISej'ore  the  .i«dg:e's  frroiinds  were  ;;radcd  there  was  a  slight  depression  in 
bis  y.-ird,  wlicrc  water  stood  after  a  heavy  ram.  One  evening  a  i)arty  of  the 
seKal  jirofcssion  aud  others  dined  with  the  jiidijc  and  partook  of  his  excellent 
wine.  Among  the  nuiubcr  was  Dr.  I'hilip  Carrigan,  who  published  an  excelletit 
map  of  New  Hampshire  near  the  close  of  the  eijjhteenth  century.  A  rain  had 
made  the  jrround  slippery  and  filled  the  depres.sion,  .and  as  the  party  came  ont 
one  cii  them  slipped,  lost  his  italancc,  and  pluiifrcd  into  the  pool  of  water.  Be- 
'"Tc  .-'-UeTOptinfj  to  rise  he  called  out,  "Carrigan!  Carripan!"  "What  do  you 
w.'iiit:"'  £\sked  the  doctor.  "Put  down  on  vonr  map  of  New  Ilamp.shirc  a 
thiinderii-sg  great  mud  puddle  right  in  front  of  judge  Newcomb's  house." 


inOGRAPHICA  L  SKETCHES. 


627 


in  1704,  and  were  married  while  in  captivity.  He  was 
born  in  Deertield,  in  1716;  came  to  Upper  Ashuelot  in 
1736-7;  was  chosen  "scribe"  of  the  proprietors  in  Jnly, 
1737;  a  member  of  the  church  at  its  formation  in  1738; 
one  of  the  thirt^'-nine  settlers  who  received  grants  of  ten 
acres  of  land  from  the  proprietors  in  1740  "for  hazarding 
their  lives  and  estate  by  living  here  to  bring  forward  the 
settling  of  the  place."  In  1742  he  married  Abigail,  daugh- 
ter of  Eliezer  and  Abigail  (Wells)  Hawks  of  Deerfield,  niece 
of  John  Hawks.  He  had  {)ought,  iii  1739,  of  Daniel  Haws, 
one  of  the  original  proprietors  and  first  settlers  of  Upper 
Ashuelot,  a  part  of  the  farm  east  of  our  present  Washing- 
ton street,  since  known  as  the  Lucien  B.  Page  farm,i 
adding  to  it  later,  and  built  his  log  cal)in  there  —  which 
was  buiTied  by  the  Indians  w'hen  the  place  was  abandoned 
in  1747.  Very  soon  after  the  settlement  was  broken  up 
he  enlisted  in  Capt.  Josiah  Willard's  company  of  regular 
troops  of  Massachusetts  stationed  at  the  two  Ashuelots, 
and  served  in  that  companj'  through  the  seasons  of  1747, 
'48  and  '49.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  return  to  the 
settlement,  doubtless  as  earh'  as  1750  (he  ma3^  have 
built  a  log  cabin  and  brought  his  wife  back  earlier,  for 
troops  were  "billeted"  on  families  here  in  1749),  and  soon 
afterwards  built  his  house  on  the  site  of  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Charles  Wright,  2d,  and  lived  and  died  there. 
(The  Nims  house  was  removed  about  1884—5  to  Page 
street,  No.  39,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  town). 

At  the  first  town  meeting  under  the  New  Hampshire 
charter,  in  May,  1753,  David  Nims  was  chosen  town  clerk, 
and  he  held  that  office  for  seven  con,secutive  years,  ten  in 
all;  was  town  treasurer  six  \'ears ;  moderator  of  annual 
town  meetings  six  years ;  selectman  nine  years ;  and  for 
more  than  twent^-^  years  was  otherwise  prominent  in  town 
affairs. 

By  one  of  the  proprietors'  divisions  of  land  he  received 
104  acres  of  land  near  the  cast  line  of  the  town,  in  what 
is  now  Roxbur^^,  conveyed  it  to  his  son,  David,  Jr.,  in 

i"The  meadows  on  Beaver  brook  were  a  part  of  ht.s  fartn,  and  in  the  early 
days  he  nsed  to  cmjjloy  Thoiu.-is  Wells,  who  was  a  frrcat  banter  —  the  '  Farmer 
Wells'  who  fnrnishcd  Hon.  S.ilm.'i  Ilnlc  much  mriLcrial  fur  his  'Ann:ils  of  Kcenc  ' 
—  to  watch  with  his  fftin  for  Indians  while  he  wurlied  on  his  latni."  (William 
S.  Brings.) 
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17():5;  .-iiul  it  is  still  in  possession  of  liis  dosccndruits.  In 
the  niilitarv  (njj^atiizations  in  Kccnc  in  1773,  David  Niins 
was  on  the  alarm  list,  and  his  five  sons,  David,  Jr.,  Asahel, 
Elinkini,  Zadoek  and  Alphens,  were  in  the  ranks  of  the 
rct^tdar  militia  company;  and  Asahel,  Eliakim  and  Al])hcus 
were  in  the  Kevolutioiiary  army. 

He  died  July  21,  1803,  aged  eightv-seven.  Forty  of 
his  descendants  followed  him  to  the  grave.  His  wife, 
Abigail  Hawks  Nims,  died  in  1799,  aged  eighty,  and  at 
that  time  their  descendants  nund)ercd — children,  ten; 
grandchildren,  fifty ;  great  grandchildren,  twenty-one.  From 
them  "descended  all  of  that  name  now  living  in  this  vicin- 
ity, and  the  whole  number  of  their  progeny  is  about  two 
thousand."  His  ])ortrait,  painted  by  Jeremiah  Stiles i  (see 
Stiles  sketch),  presented  to  the  city  of  Kecne  by  one  of  Mr. 
Nims's  descendants,  hangs  in  the  Tha_ver  Hbrai'}^  building. 

A.SAIIKL  NIMS. 

Asahel  Nims,  third  son  -  of  David  Nims,  was  born  in 
1749.  Upon  reaching  his  majorit}^  he  bought  of  Lieut. 
Benjamin  Hall  lit  acres  of  land  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town  —  now-  a  part  of  Sullivan  —  set  to  work  to  clear  it, 
built  a  house,  and  became  engaged  to  be  uiarried.  When 
the  Lexington  alarm  reached  Keene,  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1775,  he  joined  his  neighbors  at  the  meeting  on  the  com- 
mon that  afternoon.  Thirtj-  men  volunteered  to  go  "to 
oppose  the  regulars."  Tradition  says  that  one  of  them 
grew  faint-hearted  and  skulked  away,  and  that  Asahel 
Nims  offered  to  take  his  place.  He  was  accepted,  was 
made  a  sergeant  at  the  organization  of  the  company,  and 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  w-as  instantly  killed. 

EUAKIM  NIMS. 

Eliakim  Nims,  brother  of  Asahel,  was  born  in  1751; 
lived  with  his  father  when  a  3'oung  man;  one  of  the  thirty 
patriots  wlio  marched  from  Keene  with  Capt.  Wyman  on 
the  21st  of  April,  1775,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill;  was  in  Col.  Isaac  Wyman's  regiment  in  the  northern 
army  in  177G;  member  of  the  committee  of  safety  in  1776; 

'Till;  portrnit  '.vns  rrsd.iri'cl  )or  ]irtstrvali<m  liy  Mr   Ocii.  H.  Til<]cii. 
■-'r>a\j'j,  Jr.,  w;is  ihc  cJdest.    Asalitl,  tlic  sccoiiti,  died  in  infrincy. 


I 
f 


L.\NM<;\  N'l.MS. 


nrOGKAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


629 


married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Briggs  of  Keene; 
removed  to  the  north  part  of  the  town,  now  a  part  of 
Sullivan  (probably  took  his  brother  Asahcl's  farm);  was 
given  the  title,  and  possiblv  held  the  rank  in  the  militia,  of 
captain;  was  selectman  of  Sullivan  in  1795;  died  in  that 
town,  aged  about  ninet\--five. 

KBEXRZRR  NTMS. 

Ebenezcr  Nims,  elder  brother  of  David,  was  born  in 
Canada  in  1713;  married,  1735,  Alercy,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Smead;  came  to  Upper  Ashuelot  in  1736-7;  was  chosen 
collector  of  taxes  for  the  proprietors  in  May,  1737 ;  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  church  in  173S;  one  of 
those  to  receive  a  grant  of  land  from  the  proprietors  in 
1740  for  hazarding  his  life  to  bring  forward  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town ;  returned  with  the  settlers  and  was 
town  treasurer  in  1754  and  selectman  in  1757  and  '58; 
lived  in  the  fort;  had  a  daughter  Mary,  born  in  1756.  He 
was  on  the  alarm  list  in  1773;  and  removed  to  Decrfield, 
Mass. 

I-ANMON  NIMS. 

Lannion  Nims,  son  of  Asahel  and  Mary  (Heaton)  Nims, 
and  grandson  of  David,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Sullivan,  N.  H., 
1811;  was  carpenter,  contractor,  miller  and  wheelwright. 
After  a  few  \'ears  in  business  at  P*cterboro,  Swanze\-,  and 
on  Ferry  brook  in  Keene,  he  came  to  the  ■village,  and  in 
1850  bought  the  small  mills  then  in  operation  on  Mechanic 
street,  enlarged  them  and  estaljlishcd  the  sash,  door  and 
blind  business,  taking  in  Daniel  Buss,  and  later  C\'rus 
Woodward,  as  partners.  The  plant  was  again  enlarged, 
and  in  1859  Mr.  Nims  sold  to  Buss  &  Woodward.  After 
four  3'ears  spent  at  White  River  Junction  and  in  the  Fair- 
banks mills  (on  Ralston  street)  in  Keene,  he  returned 
(1863)  to  the  Mechanic  street  mills,  and,  with  Samuel  B. 
Crossfield  (Nims  &  Crossfield)  leased  power  and  continued 
his  former  business  there.  In  March,  1864,  the  boiler  ex- 
ploded, killed  two  workmen,  injured  five  others,  and 
wrecked  the  buildings.  In  the  spring  of  1867  the  firm 
bought  the  propert}'^  and  rebuilt,  but  in  .August  of  the 
same  year  all  was  destroyed  b\'  fire.    In  1868  the  present 
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mills  were  built  by  the  Kccnc  Steam  Power  Corapan\'  and 
le;is(.>l  to  Xims,  Crossficld  &  Co.  In  1S73  the  firm  became 
Xinis,  Whitney  8c  Co.,  and  still  continncs  the  same,  although 
xMr.  Xinis  died  in  1SS7.  lie  linilt  the  present  city  hall, 
under  Mr.  Charles  E.  Parker,  architect,  tlie  first  Alethodist 
meetinghouse,  and  aljout  fift^-  otlicr  buildings  in  town, 
some  of  them  houses  of  tlic  best  class. 

With  onl\-  a  common  school  education,  but  with  a  love 
of  hooks,  particularly-  tiiose  on  histor_v,  science  and  me- 
chanics, he  became  a  remarkaljly  well-informed  man. 

He  was  twice  married  and  had  eleven  children  —  three 
sons  and  eight  daughters. 

BENJ.\MIX  XOURSE. 

Benjamin  Nourse  —  original  name  Nurse — was  i)orn  in 
Rutland,  Mass.,  174-4-;  married  Mercy  Stevens,  an  English 
girl;  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  from  Packersfield,  in 
1775;  sold  his  farm  in  Packersfield — in  the  part  that  is 
now  Roxbury-  —  towards  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  taking  his  imy  in  Continental  money  which  proved 
to  be  almost  worthless,  and  came  to  Keene;  had  thirteen 
children,  Phineas,  Silas,  Isaac,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  Francis,  and 
eight  girls;  lived  with  his  son  Phineas;  made  baskets,  some 
of  which  are  stil!  in  existence,  on  the  same  farm.  He  and 
his  wife  died  on  the  same  da 3%  in  1S40,  at  the  house  of  their 
daughter.  Charity,  second  wife  of  Ephraim  Wright,  2d. 
His  age  was  ninety-six;  his  wife's,  ninety-three. 

PHIXEAS  XOUKSE. 

Phineas  Nourse.  son  of  Benjamin  and  Mercy  (Stevens) 
Xourse,  was  born  in  1775;  married  Anna  Thompson  of 
Keene,  sister  of  Aaron,  Daniel  and  Thomas.  After  living 
about  fifteen  years  in  Littleton,  N.  H.,  he  returned  to 
Keene,  and  with  his  son  Cah-in,  in  1S23,  bought  of  the 
heirs  of  Peleg  Sprague  the  farm  on  Beech  hill  now  known 
as  the  Luther  Xourse  farm.  Jacob  Stiles  had  owned  the 
place  in  earh-  day-s,  and  had  sold  to  Abraham  Wheeler, 
Jr.,  in  1771.  The  house  and  barn,  both  still  standing, 
Vv-ere  built  by  Wheeler,  who  was  afterwards  colonel  of 
militia  and  tavern  keeper  in  Ash  Swamp.    The  house  was 
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built  in  1773,  and  the  barn  was  raised  on  the  da\-  of  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Wheeler  sold  to  Sprciguc,  who  died 
in  that  house. 

The  house  is  of  the  usual  farmer's  pattern  of  the  old 
style,  showing  heavy  oak  timbers  below  and  pine  ones 
above,  a  large  chimney  in  the  middle  with  its  ample  fire- 
place (though  now  partK'  rebuilt)  provided  with  crane 
and  pot-hooks,  and  its  brick  oven  and  ash  hole.  Some  of 
the  finish  still  remaining  is  of  pine  boards  three  feet  in 
width,  with  doors  made  of  a  single  board  hung  on  wooden 
hinges  and  fastened  with  wooden  latches,  as  in  the  olden 
time. 

Like  his  father,  Phineas  Xourse  had  thirteen  children, 
Calvin,  Luther,  George,  Phineas,  Jr.,  four  other  sons,  and 
five  daughters. 

The  history  of  this  Xourse  family  is  a  remarkable  one. 
The\-  are  descendants  of  Rebecca  Towne,i  wife  of  Francis 
Nourse,  who  was  hanged  as  a  witch  at  Salem,  Mass.,  July 
19,  1692,  at  the  age  of  sevent3'-oiie.  Her  body  was  thrown 
among  the  rocks,  but  was  rescued  b3'  her  family  and  buried 
in  the  family  lot  at  Dan  vers,  Mass.  Man\'  years  after- 
wards a  monument  was  erected  to  her  memory  and  dedi- 
cated with  memorial  services.  Whittier  wrote  for  that 
occasion  the  lines : 

'"On,  CtiristiaTi  Martyr,  -who  for  truth  conld  die 
When  till  about  tbce  owneci  the  Tiic!eoTi>  lie. 
The  world  redeemed  from  superstition's  swaj 
Is  breathing  freer  for  thy  sake  today." 

D.^VID  OLIPHAXT. 

Rev.  David  Oliphaut  was  born  in  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  in 
1791 ;  graduated  at  Union  college,  1S09,  and  Andover 
Theological  seminary  in  1813 :  came  to  Keene  as  a  can- 
didate in  November,  1814;  ordained  Islay  24,  1815;  mar- 
ried in  September,  1815,  Mary,  daughter  of  Dr.  Abiel 
Pearson,  of  Andover,  Mass.;  dismissed  from  Keene  in  the 
autumn  of  1S17.  It  was  said  that  one  cause  of  his  im- 
popularity  and  dismissal  was  that  he  took  strong  ground 
against  the  prevailing  intemperance.  His  ministr}-  here 
was  "somewhat  less  than  three  ^-ears,  and  yet  he  made  a 

1  The  greatest  Arnerienn  -n-oTDan  artist  {pniiiteri  in  P.ari«  in  lOfiO  was  Miss 
Elizabeth  C.  No-nrse.  of  Ciiicii;rjaii,  Ohio,  ii  direct  dcscendar t  of  this  Kcbecca 
N'onrse  who  was  hanged  at  SaSera.  <Vance  Thompson,  in  Cosmopolitan  Maga- 
zine, 1900.) 
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grent  and  Instiji^^  inijjrcssion  u])on  tlic  people."  Ninety-one 
were  .'ulded  to  the  chnreh,  and  he  baptized  129  jiersous. 

After  leavin^t;  Keene  lie  was  soon  settled  over  the  Third 
chnreh  in  Upper  Beverly,  Mass.,  where  he  was  a  suceessful 
minister  for  sixteen  years.  He  was  then  dismissed,  and 
soon  settled  again  in  Wells,  Me.  He  died  in  1872.  Many 
pages  of  the  old  church  records  iire  in  his  clear,  elegant 
handwriting. 

ELIJAH  PARKER. 

Elijah  Parker,  Esq.,  son  of  Capt.  Stephen  and  Mary 
(Morse)  Parker  of  New  I])swieh  and  Packersfield,  N.  H., 
was  born  in  New  Ipswich  in  1776,  but  the  family  removed 
to  Packersfield  when  Elijah  w-as  about  two  years  old. 
Capt.  Parker  commanded  his  company  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  had  somewhat  intimate  relations  with  Washing- 
ton. Elijah  gained  his  education  Ijy  his  own  efforts;  gradu- 
ated at  Dartmouth,  1800;  read  law  with  George  B.  Upham 
of  Claremont,  and  Foster  Alexander  of  Keene;  began  prac- 
tice here  in  1S13;  married,  1S14,  Sail}',  daughter  of  Rev. 
Aaron  Hall.  He  was  at  one  time  in  partnership  with  Joe] 
P.arker  (E.  &  J.  Parker),  and  later  with  Salma  Hale.  Mr. 
Parker  did  a  large  office  business,  and  settled  many  estates, 
but  seldom  appeared  as  an  advocate.  In  1S14,  the  year 
of  his  marriage,  he  bought  of  Lutlier  Smith,  the  clock- 
maker,  the  house  on  the  north  corner  of  School  and  Court 
streets,  which  was  replaced  a  few  years  ago  by  the  present 
residence  there,  and  lived  there  until  his  death,  in  1S58,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two.  His  widow  lived  there  until  1875, 
when  she  died  at  the  age  of  ninetj'-two. 

His  children  were;  David  Hall,  born  in  1S15,  married 
Elizabeth  Britton,  died  in  1868;  Mary  Morse,  born  in 
1817,  inarricd  Hon.  Joel  Parker;  Elijah  Wellman,  born  in 
1819,  died  in  infancy;  Henr3-  Elijah,  born  in  1821,  pastor 
of  a  Congregational  church  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  chaplain  of 
the  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  in  1861,  professor 
in  Dartmouth  college;  Horatio  G.,  born  in  1823,  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  in  Boston;  Charles  Edward,  born  in  1820, 
architect  in  Boston,  designed  St.  James's  church,  the  city 
ball  and  several  residences  in  Keene.  The  celebrated  musi- 
cian, Horatio  W.  Parker,  is  the  son  of  Charles  Edward. 
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JOEL  PARKER. 

Hon.  Joel  Parker,  LL.  D.,  son  of  Abel  and  Edith 
(Jewett)  Parker,  was  born  in  Jairre_v,  N.  H.,  in  1795;  fitted 
at  Groton  acadein3r,  Mass.;  graduated  at  Dartmouth, 
1811;  read  law  with  his  brother  Edmund,  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.;  began  practice  in  Keene  in  1810;  spent  one  j  ear  in 
Columbus,  Ohio ;  returned  to  Keene  and  was  for  several 
years  a  partner  with  Elijah  Parker,  Esq.;  represented 
Keene  in  the  legislature  in  1824,  '25  and  '26;  was 
appointed  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  judicature  of  New 
Hampshire  in  1S33 ;  and  chief  justice  of  the  same  in  1838 ; 
and  he  is  acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  aijle 
and  learned  of  all  the  chief  justices  New  Hampshire  has 
had.  In  a  conflict  of  opinion  between  him  and  Chief  Jus- 
tice Story  of  Massachusetts,  Judge  Parker  was  sustained 
by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  In  1840  he 
was  chairman  of  the  commission  to  revise  the  statutes  of 
New  Hampshire.  In  1847  he  was  appointed  Roj^al  pro- 
fessor in  the  Harvard  Law  school,  removed  to  Cambridge, 
and  held  that  position  for  twenty  years.  In  the  same  year 
of  this  appointment  he  was  also  appointed  professor  of 
jurisprudence  in  Dartmouth  college;  and  after  his  resigna- 
tion from  the  chair  at  Harvard  he  was  non-resident  pro- 
fessor of  law  at  Dartmouth,  and  left  a  part  of  his  fortune 
to  establish  a  law  department  in  that  institution.  He 
received  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Dartmouth  in  1837, 
and  from  Harvard  in  1848.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  constitutional  convention  in  1853,  and  of  a 
commission  to  revise  the  statutes  of  that  state  in  1855 ; 
and  he  contributed  many  learned  and  valuable  papers  to 
various  publications,  and  to  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Societ}'  and  other  organizations. 

In  1848,  he  married  Mary  Morse,  daughter  of  Elijah 
Parker,  Esq.,  of  Keene,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.    He  died  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  August  17,  1875. 

His  father,  Hon.  Abel  Parker  of  Jaffrey,  for  man}'  jears 
judge  of  probate  for  Cheshire  county,  was  a  Revolutionarj' 
soldier  and  paid  a  comrade  to  exchange  places  with  him 
and  give  him  the  privilege  of  going  into  the  fight  at  Bun- 
ker Hill,  where  he  was  severed  wounded. 
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In  ])rivatc  life  Jiul;4C  Joel  Parker  was  fli<(iiiried  in  liis 
ileportnient,  yet  genial  and  even  faseinating  in  eonvcrsa- 
ti()n  ;  and  his  eliaraetcr  was  of  tlie  highest.  He  was  esjie- 
ciallv  fond  of  fi<;\vers  and  the  eiiltivation  of  them,  and  he 
set  tnan3'  rare  plants  and  sliruhs  in  the  garden  of  the  Hall 
])arsoiiagc,  whieh  is  now  occupied  by  the  Pond  residence 
on  West  street.  He  also  ])lantetl  and  cultivated  an  orchard 
of  rare  fi'uit  in  the  west  jjart  of  the  town. 

JLSTUS  PKRRY. 

Gen.  Justus  Perry,  son  of  Dr.  Justus  and  Martfia 
(Frost)  Perry,  was  horn  in  Marlboro,  N.  II.,  in  1788; 
educated  in  the  public  schools ;  ai)prenticed  to  David  Wil- 
kiiKSon  of  Marlboro  to  learn  the  saddler's  trade;  bought 
his  minority  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and  set  U])  in  business 
for  himself  in  a  small  store  at  old  Marlboro  Centre  on  the 
hill ;  came  to  Keene  in  1812  and  succeeded  Sparhawk  & 
Davis  in  a  store  on  the  east  side  of  the  Square,  formerly 
John  G.  Bond's.  He  brought  his  mother  and  her  young 
children  with  him  and  supported  them.  When  the  manu- 
facture of  Hint  ghiss  on  Marlboro  street  failed  —  from  the 
influx  of  foreign  goods  after  the  war  of  1812  —  he  bought 
the  ])roperty  at  a  low  price,  and  when  the  business  revived 
made  it  very  profital:)le. 

He  married  first,  Mar}-  H.  Edwards  of  Boston.  The 
children  by  that  marriage  were:  Horatio  Justus;  Mar3' 
Olivia,  married  Edward  Parkman  Tuckerman,  a  noted 
musician.  He  married  second,  Hannah  Wood,  of  Concord, 
Mass.  The  children  by  that  marriage  were :  Ellen  Eliza- 
beth, married  Dr.  Edward  Pearson,  of  Salem,  Mass.; 
Martha  Ann  —  author  and  poetess  —  married  Rev.  Charles 
Low^e,  of  Exeter,  N.  H.;  Henr\\  who  died  y^oung. 

He  was  successful  in  business ;  popular  among  the 
people;  commanded  the  Ashuelot  Cavalry,  and  rose  to  the 
rank  of  major  general  of  the  militia;  built  the  fine  house 
which  stands  on  what  is  known  as  the  Coolidge  lot,  just 
north  of  c\ty  hall ;  collected  a  valuable  library ;  and  was 
a  leading  and  influential  man  in  all  good  works.  He  died 
in  1840,  aged  hfty-two. 


(Both  tombstone  and  towi)  records  sr>y  that  C-en.  I'err_v  died  Dec.  10, 
1S4-2,  aged  53.  Tbe  sketch  uii  iipposiie  pit.tit-  sbtnild  be  e^irrectccl  accordiri^^ly .  I 
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TIORATIO  J.  PERRY. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  son  of  Justus  and  Mary  (Edwards) 
Perry,  was  born  in  Kcene  in  1S24<;  graduated  at  Harvard 
in  184-4;  studied  law  with  Wm.  P.  Wheeler,  in  Keene,  and 
completed  his  course  at  the  Harvard  Law  school.  While 
the  Mexican  war  was  in  progress  he  joined  the  Ignited 
States  forces  at  Vera  Cruz  and  was  appointed  volunteer 
aid  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Shields,  with  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  was  called  home  h\'  the  death  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Tuck- 
erman ;  travelled  in  Europe  and  spent  a  winter  in  the  West 
Indies  on  account  of  his  health.  His  ability,  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  Spanish  language,  lirought  him  the  appoint- 
ment of  secretarx-  of  legation  at  the  court  of  Sjiain  from 
President  Ta3'lor,  in  1849;  and  he  held  that  position  for 
twenty  \-ears,  throiigh  several  changes  of  administration  — 
under  Ministers  Barringer  of  North  Carolina,  Pierre  Soule 
of  Louisiana,  Carl  Schnrz  and  Gustav  Koencr  —  sometimes 
acting  as  charge  d'  aftaires ;  and  from  ISGl  to  1865,  he 
was  acting  minister. 

In  1852,  he  married  Carolina  Corenado,  "poet-laureate 
of  Spain,"  a  lady  much  admired  for  her  genius  and  social 
qualities,  and  his  home  was  a  notable  resort  for  statesmen 
and  men  of  letters  and  position  in  Madrid.  He  and  his 
wife  "were  on  the  most  cordial  terms  with  the  queen 
mother,  Christiana."  and  thej-  occupied  a  countr\^  residence 
which  had  belonged  to  her,  which  he  fitted  up  with  choice 
pictures  and  works  of  art.  "His  hospitality  to  Americans 
wa.s  unbounded." 

In  1854,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Soulc,  he  managed  the 
settlement  of  the  Black  Warrior  affair  in  a  way  to  1)reak 
up  the  scheme  of  Southern  jioHticians  to  bring  on  a  war 
with  Spain  and  thus  secure  the  island  of  Cul>a  for  the 
extension  of  slaver\'.  During  our  Civil  war  he  was  nearh' 
all  the  time  in  charge  of  the  legation,  and  b3'  his  adroit 
and  statesmanlike  diplomacy  he  induced  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment—  which  was  inclined  to  take  the  side  of  the  South 
— to  issue  a  proclamation  of  neutrality-,  compelling  the 
Rebel  cruiser,  Sumpter,  to  withdraw  from  the  harbor  of 
Cadiz.  For  that  skillful  diplomacy'  he  twice  received 
from  Mr.  Seward  expressions  of  the  entire  confidence  of 
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Presirlcnt  Lincoln,  for  liis  "loyalty,  ability'  and  diligence," 
and  the  "greatest  satisfaction"  with  his  delicate  and  suc- 
cessful management  of  the  whole  affair.  Only  political 
intrigue  at  this  time  prevented  his  appointment  as  minis- 
ter, undoubtedly  the  most  fitting  appointment  that  could 
have  been  made.   He  died  in  Lisbon  in  1891. 

SILAS  I'ERRY. 

Silas  PerrA',  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in 
Leominster,  Mass.,  in  1703;  was  one  of  the  guard  that 
escorted  Atidre  to  the  gallows.  In  December,  following, 
his  term  expired  and  he  returned  on  foot  through  the  snow 
to  his  home  in  Leominstef,  Mass.;  married  Catherine  Hale ; 
came  to  Keene  in  ISOO,  or  earlier,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
on  the  old  Walpole  road,  four  miles  from  town,  still  owned 
l)Y  his  grandson,  Joseph  G.;  died  in  1852,  aged  89. 

JOSEPH  PERRY. 

Joseph  Perry,  son  of  Silas  and  Catherine  (Hale)  Perry, 
was  bora  in  178S;  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in  1811; 
preceptor  of  academy  connected  with  that  college  until 
1816;  teacher  of  mathematics  in  Ncw^  York  city  imtil  1832; 
a])pointcd  to  a  clerkship  in  Washington,  afterwards  to  a 
principal  clerkship  in  the  postoffice  department  until  1841 ; 
retired  to  his  farm  in  Keene;  appointed  Ijy  Gov.  Dinsmoor 
the  first  school  commissioner  for  Cheshire  county,  in 
1850-1 ;  died  in  1865. 

JOHN  PRENTISS. 

Hon.  John  Prentiss  was  born  in  Reading,  Alass.,  in 
173iS^';  learned  the  printer's  trade;  came  to  Keene  in  March, 
1799,  and  established  the  New  Hampshire  Sentinel.  To  do 
that  he  bought  the  old  t3^pe  and  hand  press  of  a  job 
printing  office  here  in  town,  paid  five  dollars  down,  and 
started  his  paper  with  seventy  subscribers  at  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  annum.  That  paper  has  been  published 
ever3'  week  since  that  time,  and  is  now  a  ver}'  valuable 
piece  of  property-;  and  the  grandson  of  the  founder,  William 
H.  Prentiss,  is  now  city  editor  and  one  of  the  owners  of 
tlie  paper.  At  type  setting  and  all  office  work  Mr.  Pren- 
tiss was  remarkably  expert,  and  he  did  a  large  job  printing 
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and  publishing  business  for  those  times,  sometimes  print- 
ing and  selKng  a  hundred  thousand  copies  of  Adams's 
arithmetic  in  a  year,  and  still  larger  numbers  of  spelling 
and  other  school  books,  besides  standard  historical  works, 
such  as  Hale's  History  of  the  United  States,  and  many 
others ;  and  they  were  bound  b3^  George  Tilden  and  others 
here  in  Keene. 

When  Mr.  I'rentiss  first  came  to  Keene  he  boarded  at 
the  old  Wyman  tavern,  then  kept  by  William  Ward  Blake, 
who  had  married  Col.  Wyman's  daughter,  Roxana.  He 
married,  in  1802,  Diantha  Aldrich,  of  Westmoreland,  and 
the}'-  had  eight  children :  Diantha,  born  in  1803,  married 
Rev.  Charles  Robinson,  of  Groton,  Mass.;  Corinna,  born 
in  1805,  married  Judge  Hopkinson,  of  Lowell,  Mass.; 
John  W.,  born  in  1806,  married  Eleanor  May,  was  at  one 
time  principal  owner  of  the  Sentinel,  and  died  in  1863; 
George  A.,  born  in  1809,  a  commodore  in  the  United  States 
navy,  died  in  1868;  two  daughters  who  died  in  childhood; 
Edmund,  born  in  1820  and  died  in  1846;  Pamela,  born 
in  1821,  married  Hon.  Henry  F.  French,  of  Concord,  Mass. 

For  more  than  fift3^  years  Mr.  Prentiss  wielded  a  pow- 
erful influence  in  the  town  and  county.  He  was  often  rad- 
ical in  his  views,  but  no  one  doubted  his  honesty.  He  was 
an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance  and  x>i'oli't)ition,  fore- 
most in  religious  discussions  and  controversies,  and  in 
movements  for  the  advancement  of  education.  He  was 
one  of  the  active  and  aggressive  spirits  in  the  secession  and 
organization  of  the  Keene  Congregational  Societ}'  (Unita- 
rian), and  an  earnest  supporter  of  its  earlier  ministers.  He 
held  the  oflSces  of  town  clerk,  town  treasurer,  representa- 
tive, state  senator  and  other  responsible  po.sitions ;  and  for 
sixty -seven  years  was  a  prominent  Mason. 

In  1808  he  established  a  homestead  on  the  New  Hamp- 
shire turnpike  —  on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Ma- 
jor O.  G.  Dort,  Court  street  —  and  built  a  business  block  in 
1825  on  the  west  side  of  the  Square,  now  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  E.  G.  Whitcomb.  In  1750  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  peace  convention  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  and  trav- 
elled extensively  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent, 
writing  letters  which  were  published  in  the  Sentinel.  He 
died  in  1873,  aged  ninety-five. 
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Al.EXANDfiK  RAl.STON. 

Alexander  Ralston  was  ijorn  in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  in 
1755;  married  Janet  Ballocli,  of  the  same  place.  Her 
family  was  one  of  rank  and  they  ojjposed  the  match,  but 
she  escai>cd  with  her  lover,  and  they  were  married  "by 
the  Rev.  xMr.  Etiherson,  of  Ivdkirk,  Dec.  10,  1767."  (Fal- 
kirk records.)  She  was  then  eif^^hteen  years  old.  They 
came  to  this  counti'y  in  1773,  and  to  Keene  in  1775.  He 
owned  and  kej)t  —  probably  built  —  the  Ralston  tavern, 
elsewhere  described,  and  he  also  owned  several  farms  and 
much  other  real  estate  in  and  about  the  village,  had  a 
distillery  on  Packersficld  road,  and  for  several  3-ears  was 
the  largest  taxpa3'er  in  town.  Ralston  street  was  named 
for  hiui. 

Their  children  were:  Mar3%  born  in  1768,  in  Falkirk, 
Scotland,  married  Elijah  Dunbar,  of  Keene;  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1770,  in  Falkirk,  married  Sylvester  Tiffany;  Janette, 
born  in  1773,  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  married  Ithamar 
Chase;  Hannah,  born  in  1775,  in  Keene,  married  Jonathan 
Chase,  of  Cornish,  N.  H.;  Alexander,  born  in  1778,  in 
Keene  (in  trade  \\\th  Wm.  AI.  Bond  and  went  to  Clare- 
mont) ;  Ann,  born  in  1781,  in  Keene,  and  died  young; 
James  B.,  born  in  1783,  in  Keene;  Nancy,  born  in  1785, 
in  Keene,  married  Wm.  M.  Bond.i  of  Keene;  Salh',  born 
in  1788,  in  Keene,  married  James  H.  Bradford,  of  Keene; 
and  William. 

Mrs.  Ralston  w^as  a  very  talented  woman,  and  her 
daughters  wx're  noted  for  their  beauty  and  brillianc}'. 
"  Mrs.  Ralston  told  my  father,  .\bijah  Metcalf,  that  when 
she  came  from  Scotland  she  brought  her  stocking  full  of 
gold."  (Dea.  William  Metcalf)  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  in  1819,  she  lived  for  many  A-ears  in  one  of  her 
own  houses,  on  Main  street,  where  the  "  Appleton  house" 
now  stands,  but  was  at  Cornish,  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jonathan  Chase,  when  she  died  in  1833. 

JAMES  REED. 

Gen,  James  Reed  was  born  in  Woburn,  Mass.,  in  1724, 
of  English  ancestry;  married  Abigail  Hinds  of  New  Salem, 

1  Sec  sliCttli  of  Wrn.  \i.  Bond  fur  divorce  and  remarriage. 
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Mass.;  lived  iu  Brookfield ;  removed  to  Lunenburg,  to  the 
part  that  is  now  Fitchburg,  and  kept  tavern  where  the 
city  hall  now  stands;  was  for  several  years  a  captain  in 
tlie  last  French  and  Indian  war,  in  the  campaign  against 
Ticonderoga  under  Gen.  Abererombie  in  1758,  and  under 
Gen.  Amherst  in  1759;  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel;  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Fitzwilliam,  about 
1765;  raised  a  company  in  that  town  upon  the  Lexing- 
ton alarm,  April  19,  1775,  and  marched  to  Medford ;  was 
made  colonel  of  the  Third  New  Hampshire  regiment ;  com- 
manded his  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Plill,  and  had 
the  credit  of  being  the  last  field  officer  to  leave  the  field; 
marched  with  the  armj'  to  New  York  after  the  siege  of 
Boston ;  was  entrusted  hy  Washington  with  funds  to  pay 
the  northern  arm3'  and  carried  three  boxes  of  specie  — 
$300,000  — to  Gen.  Schu_yler,  at  Albany;  joined  Arnold's 
arm}'  on  its  rcti-eat  from  Canada,  and  in  Arnold's  cibscnce 
held  a  talk  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Indian  tribes,  received 
their  pledge  of  friendship  and  transmitted  it  to  congress. 
In  that  campaign  he  contracted  the  disease  so  prevalent  in 
that  army,  small  pox,  which  caused  the  loss  of  his  sight. 
On  the  9th  of  August,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Gen. 
Washington,  congress  appointed  him  a  brigadier  general 
and  the  nest  da}-  sent  him  his  commission  with  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

"Philadelphia,  August  10,  1776. 
"Sir:  The  Congress  having  yesterday  been  pleased  to 
promote  \'OU  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  in  the  army 
of  the  American  states  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose 
3'our  commission  and  wish  you  happy. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  ob'*^  and  ver^-  humble  serv'*^. 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Brigadier  General  James  Reed." 

But  his  impaired  health  and  blindness  compelled  him 
to  resign  his  commission.  He  retired  to  Fitzwilliam  at  the 
close  of  that  year,  and  was  granted  a  ]>ension  in  accord- 
ance with  his  rank  —  half  pay,  amoimting  to  $750  per 
3'ear.  In  1779  the  legislature  granted  him  (at  a  small 
rental)  the  confiscated  house  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
of  Dr.  Josiah  Pomeroy,  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street, 
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and  he  ciiiic  to  Kecne  that  year^  or  the  next  and  lived 
here  until  1703,  when  he  returned  to  Fitzwilliam.  Mrs. 
Reed  died  in  Keene,  and  the  slate  headstone  from  her  grave 
in  the  old  south  burving  ground  is  still  preserved  in  the 
new  eemetery,-  bearing  the  inscription:  "In  memory  of 
Airs.  Abigail,  wife  of  Genl.  James  Reed,  Who  departed  this 
Life  August  27^1",  1791,  In  the  68  year  of  her  Age." 

In  April,  1783,  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  was 
formed,  and  General  Reed  of  Kecne  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  New  Hampshire  branch.  He  had  nine 
children,  and  three  of  his  sons,  James,  Sylvanus  and  Hinds, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  His  daughter,  Saloma, 
married  Lockhart  Willard,  of  Keene.  He  was  a  man  of 
the  highest  honor  and  integrit}',  and  in  the  patriot  army, 
from  Washington  down,  his  name  was  mentioned  in  terms 
of  commendation  and  eulogy.  About  the  year  1800  he 
removed  to  his  former  home  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  near  the 
present  city  hall,  and  died  there,  Feb.  13,  1807,  aged 
eightj'-three,  and  was  buried  with  military  honors.  His 
monument  stands  in  the  old  burjang  ground  in  Fitchburg, 
and  his  portrait  h<angs  in  the  state  house  at  Concord. 

JOSIAH  RICHARDSON. 

Capt.  josiah  Richardson,  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Fowlc)  Riclianlson,  was  born  in  Leominster,  Mass.,  in 
1742;  married  "first,  Rebecca  Beaman,  of  Leominster; 
came  to  Keene  in  1770,  or  earlier,  and  kept  a  tavern  and 
store  on  Povert}^  Lane,  about  where  the  St.  James  parish 
house  now  stands.  He  bought  all  the  land  on  the  west 
side  of  upper  Main  street  from  the  south  line  of  the  present 
railroad,  extending  west  as  far  as  the  present  Horatio 
Colony  estate,  and  north  to  the  old  Sun  tavern  on  the 
Walpole  road,  and  to  the  present  Mechanic  street  on 
Prison  street,  including  the  greater  part  of  Central  square, 
hi  1773  the  town  granted  him  the  right  to  "remove"  the 
road  running  west  from  Main  street,  called  Poverty  Lane, 
to  Pleasant  street  (now-  West),  thus  opening  the  east  end 
of  that  street  from  the  meetinghouse,  which  then  stood 

'  j^Latt  J'aptjs,  vol.  11,  pages  672-4;  ami  Kcviilntionary  Rolls,  vol.  3,  page 

■'Sinee  Gni.  Gnffin's  death  the  .-itoiic  has  been  removed  to  the  Washing-ton 

street  cemetery. — Hns. 
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where  the  soldiers'  monument  now  does,  on  its  present 
line.  He  then  built  his  new  tavern  where  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building  now  stands.  He  also  built  a  store,  afterwards 
occupied  by  his  son-in-law,  Joseph  Dorr,  and  others,  on 
what  is  uow  Elliot's  corner;  and  gave  the  lot  for  Rev. 
Aaron  Hall's  house,  west  of  his  own,  and  that  for  the 
Centre  or  Church  street  schoolhouse.  He  is  described  in 
deeds  drawn  in  1771-2-3  and  later  as  merchant,  trader, 
and  innholder.  In  1814  he  sold  the  corner  lot  mentioned 
above  to  Appleton  &  Elliot. 

He  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  in  1777  he 
was  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Mack's  compan\-,  Col.  Nichols's 
regiment  at  the  battle  of  Bennington.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  fight,  after  our  troops  had  carried  the  works  and 
the  enemy  was  pretty  thoroughly  demoralized,  Lieut.  Rich- 
ardson came  upon  three  He.ssians.  Being  a  powerful,  reso- 
lute man,  he  commanded  them,  in  an  imperious  voice,  to 
surrender.  Accustomed  to  obey  the  command  of  an  officer, 
they  complied  at  once;  and  he  disarmed  them  and  sent 
them  to  the  rear  as  prisoners.  In  1780,  he  was  captain  of 
one  of  the  militia  companies  of  Keene  that  marched  to  repel 
the  Royalton  raid,  and  was  afterwards  promoted  to  major. 
He  was  five  years  selectman,  two  years  town  treasurer,  six 
years  representative,  and  was  chosen,  by  a  convention  of 
the  legislature,  from  the  house  to  the  state  council  in  1788. 
He  was  the  first  postmaster  in  Keene,  appointed  T)}'  the 
state  of  New  Hampshire  in  March,  1791,  before  the  United 
States  assumed  the  carr5-ing  of  the  mails. 

Capt.  Richardson's  wife,  Rebecca,  died  in  1779,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Abigail,  who  married  Joseph  Dorr,  a  mer- 
chant of  Keene.  He  married,  second,  Mrs.  Abigail  (Bel- 
lows) Hunt,  daughter  of  Col.  Benjamin  Bellows,  of  Wal- 
pole — "a  woman  of  rare  moral  and  intellectvial  endow- 
ments." By  her  he  had  one  son,  Josiah,  who  was  killed 
in  infancy  by  falling  from  his  mother's  arms  while  on  her 
way^  to  Walpole  on  horseback. 

He  died  in  1820,  aged  seventy-eight. ^ 

iln  those  early  days  one  of  the  rotites  by  which  Bnglishmen  reached  Mon- 
treal was  via  r.ostoii,  aud  theucc  by  sta.tre  through  Keent  and  BurlinKton, 
speiidinR  the  iiijiht  iu  Keene.  Tradilion,  well  autlicnticatcd,  tells  iis  that  the 
I>Tike  of  Kent,  father  of  Qnceii  Victoria  {or  according  to  sojtic  rC])orts,  Piince 
Edward,  then  governor  of  Canada),  once  made  that  trip,  when  a  youug  man. 
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MH\  KIClIAi<I)S(JN. 

Eri  Richardson,  son  of  Dr.  Amos,  who  was  of  tlie 
fonrtli  ^feneration  from  Samuel,  who  came  from  Kent, 
ninglami,  in  1G30  witli  his  two  l)rothers,  Hzckiel  and 
Thomas,  in  the  same  sliip  with  Governor  Winthrop,  was 
born  in  Billcrica,  Mass.,  in  1741;  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  John  Durant ;  came  to  Kecne  a])out  1780;  lived  on  the 
last  farm  in  Kcene  on  tlie  old  road  over  West  mountain 
towards  Swanzey;  had  twelve  children,  all  born  in  Keene 
between  17G4  and  1789.  His  eldest  son,  Amos,  from  his 
size  and  strength  called  "the  giant,"  settled  on  the  first 
farm  in  Swanzev  next  south  of  his  father. 

BAR2ILLAI  RICHARDSON. 

Barzillai  Richardson,  son  of  Amos,  called  the  giant, 
was  born  in  1792;  married  Lydia  P'^oster  of  Swanze3'-;  set- 
tled on  the  Dickinson  farm  on  West  mountain  (now  Scrip- 
ture's) and  lived  there  thirt}'  years;  had  ten  children  —  six 
sons  and  fonr  daughters  —  born  between  1815  and  1833. 
.Ail  the  sons  and  all  the  husbands  of  the  daughters  became 
railroad  men  early  in  life  and  served  an  average  of  thirt3' 
years  each,  or  an  aggregate  of  300  j'cars  for  the  family. 
They  aided  in  building  the  Worcester  railroad  in  1833,  the 
Boston  &  Albany  in  1835,  the  Cheshire  and  many  others. 
Amos,  the  eldest,  had  charge  of  la\-ing  all  the  first  track 
of  the  Cheshire  railroad,  and  was  afterwards  roadmaster. 
Joel  P.,  the  second  son,  bought  his  minority  of  his  father 
at  nineteen,  was  twelve  years  on  the  Boston  &  Albany, 
went  to  Indiana,  originated  and  built  the  \e.ry  successful 
belt  road  around  the  city  of  Indianapolis;  and  Avas  for 
nine  years  superintendent  of  the  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati 
&  Lafayette  railroad.  He  was  thirty-nine  3'ears  in  railroad 
service.  Eri,  the  fourth  son,  after  twenty-six  3'ears  in  rail- 
road service,  invested  largely  in  Sioux  City,  and  became  a 
banker  and  a  wealthy  man.    One  of  the  sons-in-law,  Geo. 

aii(j  iiHlgcc!  ."-it  C.'i.pt.  Richardson's  taTem.  The  story  goes  on  to  s.iy  that  be- 
f',>re  supper  he  ^-a',  e  .Mrs,  Rich.-artlson  U'li-'  sec'ond  wife,  .Abigail),  some  of  the  tea 
-.vhich  h<?  carried  with  hirri  and  :isked  her  to  lircw  it  for  him  for  both  supper 
ar)d  brenkfiift;  that  she  took  (.be  ten  to  her  kitchen,  laid  it  carefully  abide  as  a 
kcciisal-e,  and  brewed  of  her  own  for  him;  and  that  he  did  not  "discover  the 
trjck.  Mrs.  Kiehardsoii  had  the  rciaitation  of  oucc  saving  the  life  of  S.-ihnon  1". 
Ci'L-ise,  when,  in  his  b<iyhood,  he  wa.s  attacked  with  malijinant  tvphus  fever,  b^' 
her  Linremittiug  care  and  skillful  nursing. 
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W.  Perry,  was  the  engineer  who  ran  the  first  passenger 
train  into  Keene,  in  1S4S,  and  was  afterwards  master 
mechanic.  Another  son-in-law,  Niles  Aldrich,  was  engineer 
and  conductor  on  the  Chcsliirc  road  for  thirty-five  >'ears. 

HEXKY  KOWE  SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Henry  Rowe  Schoolcraft,  LL.  D.,  ornithologist,  United 
States  Indian  agent,  and  author,  was  born  at  Watervleit, 
N.  Y.,  in  1793;  graduated  at  Union  college  in  1811; 
learned  the  art  of  glass  making. 

His  grandfather  came  from  I3ngland,  surveyed  land, 
taught  school,  and  changed  the  family  name  from  Calcroft 
to  Schoolcraft.  His  father,  Lawrence  Schoolcraft,  was 
superintendent  of  a  glass  factory  near  Alban\%  N.  Y.  —  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  a  colonel  in 
the  war  of  1812  —  came  to  Keene  about  lS14as  an  expert 
to  superintend  the  manufacture  of  glass,  and  remained 
several  3-ears.  Henrj-  came  to  Keene  with  his  father,  and 
the  next  year  Daniel  Watson,  Timothy  Twitchell  and 
young  Schoolcraft  seceded  from  the  company  on  Prison 
street,  united  as  partners,  built  a  factory,  and  made  flint 
glass  bottles  and  decanters  on  Marlboro  street,  and  had  a 
store  on  Main  street  near  the  present  Eagle  Hotel.  After- 
wards Watson  —  and  still  later  Twitchell  —  withdrew,  Na- 
thaniel Sprague  joined,  and  the  firm  became  Schoolcraft  & 
Sprague. 

In  1817  Schoolcraft  published  the  first  part  of  his 
treatise  on  vitreology ;  and  his  knowledge  of  raining  led 
him  to  leave  Keene  during  that  year  to  examine  the  luines 
of  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  other  western  states.  In  his  travels 
he  gathered  much  information  concerning  the  Indians,  and 
in  1S22  he  was  appointed  Indian  agent,  with  a  view  to 
gaining  such  information  for  the  use  of  the  government. 
He  established  himself  at  Sault  St.  Marie,  and  married 
Jane  Johnson — granddaughter  of  the  noted  Ojibway  chief, 
Waboojeeg  —  who  had  been  educated  in  Europe.  In  1832 
he  led  a  government  expedition  up  the  Mississippi  river 
and  discovered  its  source  in  Ttaska  lake.  In  1836  he  nego- 
tiated a  treat}-  with  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  upper  lakes 
by  which  16,000,000  acres  of  land  were  ceded  to  the  United 
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States.  Afterwards  he  was  acting  superintendent  of  Indian 
rifTairs  and  cliief  disbursing  agent  for  the  northern  depart- 
ment; and  through  liis  influence  many  laws  were  passed 
for  the  ]>rotection  and  l)enefit  of  the  Indians.  He  made  a 
study  of  the  Indian  languages,  and  his  published  work 
on  that  subject  was  translated  into  French  and  other 
languages,  and  brought  him  a  gold  medal  from  the  French 
Institute.  Longfellow  acknowledges  that  it  was  from 
SchooIcr.'ift  that  he  got  his  legends  for  his  poem  of  Hiawa- 
tha and  other  works.  He  visited  Europe  and  after  his 
return,  in  1S47,  congress  authorized  him  to  collate  and 
edit  all  his  information  concerning  the  Indians.  It  was 
published  by  Lippincott  in  six  large  quarto  volumes, 
extensively  and  handsomely  illustrated  by  Capt.  Seth  East- 
man, of  the  United  States  army  —  also  a  New  Hampshire 
man  —  with  a  portrait  of  Schoolcraft.  The  government 
appropriated  $30,000  per  volume  for  the  work.  It  was  — 
and  has  ever  since  been  —  the  standard  work  and  the  one 
upon  which  the  gov'erntnent  relied  in  all  its  affairs  with 
the  Indians.  He  was  the  author  of  thirty-one  volumes  in 
all,  besides  a  mass  of  very  valuable  manuscript,  preserved 
in  the  library  of  congress.  The  University  of  Geneva  gave 
him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  in  1S4G;  and  he  was  a  member 
of  a  large  number  of  ethnological,  historical  and  other 
societies,  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

In  1847,  five  years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he 
married  Mary  Howard,  of  Beaufort,  S.  C,  an  authoress, 
who  assisted  him  in  his  later  work,  when  he  had  lost  the 
use  of  his  harids  by  paralysis  and  was  confined  to  his 
chair. 

He  died  in  Washington,  Dec.  10,  1864,  aged  seventy- 
one.  "His  Indian  Legends  are  charmingl;/  written;  and 
in  his  death  a  shining  light  in  American  literature  has  been 
extinguished."    (Obituary'  in  Washington  paper.) 

PELEG  SPRAGUE. 

Hon.  Peleg  Sprague,  son  of  Noah  and  Mercy  (Dexter) 
Sprague,  w'as  born  in  Rochester,  Mass.,  in  1756;  began 
life  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Littleton,  Mass.;  was  a  bright 
student  and  entered  Harvard  college,  but  finished  his  course 
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at  Dartmouth,  in  1783;  read  law  with  Benjamin  West,  of 
Charlestown,  N.  H.;  married  Rosalinda  Taylor  of  that 
town,  granddaughter  of  Rev.  Ezra  Carpenter;  represented 
Acworth,  N.  H.,  in  the  tentative  legislature  of  Vermont  in 
1781;  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1785;  practiced  in  Winehen- 
don  and  Fitchburg,  Mass.;  came  to  Keene  in  1787;  was 
selectman  in  1789-90-91 ;  soon  took  high  rank  in  his  pro- 
fession;  was  county  solicitor  in  1794;  representative  to 
the  legislature  in  1797;  was  elected  to  congress  in  the 
same  3-ear ;  reelected,  1799 ;  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health  ; 
died  April  20,  1800,  aged  fortj'-three,  and  was  buried  with 
Masonic  honors.  He  built  the  house  on  Main  street,  now 
Mrs.  Laton  Martin's  (1900)  and  lived  there.  He  also 
owned  the  Luther  Nourse  farm  on  Beech  hill,  and  died  in 
that  house.  His  children  were:  Nathaniel,  born  in  1790; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1792;  David,  born  in  1794,  who  died 
young. 

NATHANIEL  SPRAGUE. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Sprague,  D.  D.,  son  of  Peleg,  was  born 
in  1790;  graduated  at  Dartmouth;  was  superintendent  of 
glass  works  in  Keene,  succeeding  Schoolcraft ;  afterwards 
partner  with  Schoolcraft  in  the  manufacture  of  glass  bot- 
tles, decanters  and  similar  ware  on  Marlboro  street;  cap- 
tain of  Keene  Light  Infantry  in  1816;  taught  school  in 
Keene,  1820 ;  was  ordained  in  the  Episcopal  ministry ;  had 
a  parish  at  Roj'alton,  Vt.,  afterwards  at  Drewsville,  N.  H., 
and  still  later  at  Claremont;  received  the  honorary  degree 
of  D.  D.;  never  married;  died  at  Claremont  in  1853.  A 
memorial  of  him  w-as  placed  in  a  window  of  St.  James' 
church  in  Keene  b\'  his  sister,  Elizabeth. 

ETJZABETH  SPRAGUE. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Sprague,  daughter  of  Peleg,  was  born 
in  1792;  never  married;  was  a  woman  of  remarkable 
gifts  and  a  brilliant  conversationalist;  for  several  3'ears 
teacher  of  music  and  languages  in  Miss  Fiske's  school  — 
for  two  years  Miss  Fiske's  partner  —  and  the  piano  she 
used  was  the  first  brought  to  Keene  and  still  exists,  well 
preserved,  in  the  family  of  her  cousin,  Mr.  George  Carpen- 
ter of  Swanzey,  where  she  died  in  1880. 
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JKKEMIAH  STILEvS. 

Ca])t.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Stiles, 
was  horn  in  Lunen1)nrg,  Mass.,  Feb.  23,  1744 ;  came  to 
Keene  while  young;  married,  1768,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Rleazar  Sanger  of  Keene;  was  lieutenant  of  the  company 
that  marched  from  Keene,  April  21,  1775;  was  raised  to 
captain  upon  the  promotion  of  Ca])t.  Wyman ;  commanded 
the  company  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill ;  was  transferred 
wM'th  his  company  from  Stark's  regiment  to  that  of  Col. 
Paul  D.  Sargent  of  Massachusetts,  and  served  his  eight 
months'  term  of  enlistment ;  discharged  with  his  company 
at  the  close  of  that  3'ear.  He  was  afterwards  a  member 
of  the  town  committee  of  safety,  a  magistrate,  a  member 
of  the  state  constitutional  convention  of  1778,  nine  years 
selectman,  five  years  town  clerk,  nine  3-ears  representative 
to  the  legislature,  and  held  many  other  important  offices. 
He  was  also  a  land  survc3-or,  and  a  prominent  Mason, 
and  "he  ])ainted  the  portrait  of  David  Nims,  first  town 
clerk  of  Keene."  (William  S.  Briggs,  his  great-grandson.) 
(It  is  more  probable,  however,  that  it  was  his  son  who 
painted  the  portrait,  as  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Jr.,  was  a  portrait 
painter  hy  vocation.  He  was  thirtj'-two  years  old  when 
David  Nims  died,  and  the  portrait  shows  that  the  subject 
was  of  very  great  age).  Capt.  Stiles  owned  a  farm  and 
had  his  dwelling  house  on  the  north  corner  of  Cross  and 
Prison  streets,  and  his  office  as  magistrate  was  in  the  old 
wooden  building  that  stood  on  what  is  now  Elliot's  cor- 
ner. His  children  were:  Elizabeth,  married  Eliphalet  Briggs; 
Jeremiah,  Joseph,  John  W.,  and  Marj',  l)orn  between  1769 
and  1781.  He  died  in  1800,  aged  fifty-six,  and  was  buried 
with  Masonic  honors.  His  funeral  —  a  public  ope  at  the 
meetinghouse — was  largely  attended  and  very  impressive. 

CORKELirS  STURTRVANT. 

Cornelius  Sturtevant,  fifth  in  descent  from  Samuel,  one 
of  three  brothers  who  came  from  Holland  about  1640, 
was  born  in  Plympton,  Mass.,  in  1734;  married  Sarah 
Bosworth  of  Ph'mpton;  had  six  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  born  in  Plympton  between  1767  and  1777;  came  to 
Keene  in  1779,  and  settled  on  a  farm  on  the  hills  east  of 
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the  Ashuelot  river,  near  the  north  Hue  of  the  town ;  died 
in  1826,  aged  ninety-one.  He  was  remarkable  for  the 
beauty'  of  his  handwriting— "  said  to  be  a  little  plainer 
than  common  print."  His  descendants  to  the  seventh 
generation  are  still  living  in  Keene. 

His  eldest  son,  Luke,  married  Abial,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Kingsburv,  and  was  killed  in  1811,  by  the  fail 
of  a  tree  which  he  was  cutting  on  the  homestead. 

COKNEIJUS  STUKTEVANT,  JR. 

Cornelius  Sturtevant,  Jr.,  son  of  Cornelius  and  Sarah 
(Bosworth)  Sturtevant,  was  born  in  1771;  taught  school; 
learned  the  jirinter's  trade  of  Henry  Blake  &  Co.;  bought 
their  printing  estal>lishnient,  published  the  Rising  Sun,  and 
sold  to  John  Prentiss  in  1799;  married,  1794,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Ichabod  Fisher  of  Keene;  had  eight  children, 
bom  betw^een  1795  and  1806,  and  the  only  cradle  Mrs. 
Sturtevant  had  for  her  babies  w-as  a  slab  of  hemlock  bark. 

In  1813,  Mr.  Sturtevant  enlisted  in  the  Seventeenth 
United  States  Infantry,  served  through  the  war,  remained 
in  the  service  and  died  at  Piketon,  Ohio,  in  1S21,  aged 
fifty.  Mrs.  Sturtevant  died  in  Keene,  in  1853,  aged  eighty- 
three. 

CHARLES  STURTEVANT. 

Charles  Sturtevant,  son  of  Cornelius,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
1806;  married  Eliza  Cummings,  of  Marlboro,  N.  H.;  was 
register  of  deeds  for  Cheshire  county  for  twelve  years; 
died  in  Keene  in  1867. 

GEORGE  W.  STURTEVANT. 

George  W.  Sturtevant,  sou  of  Cornelius,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  1799;  married,  1823,  Frances  W.,  daughter  of  Jehiel 
Kilburn,  of  Keene.  They  lived  together  fifty-three  years, 
had  six  children,  and  he  survived  his  wife  but  three  weeks, 
both  dying  in  1875.  For  fifty  years  he  was  the  civil 
engineer  of  the  town  and  of  a  large  part  of  the  counts' , 
and  the  number  of  maps  and  plans  of  real  estate  that  he 
left  is  ver\'  large.    He  also  held  man}'  offices  of  trust. 


048 


HISTORY  OF  KHENE. 


HIUVAKl)  HVHKKTT  STURTEYANT. 

Edward  Everett  Stiirtevaiit,  son  of  Cornelius,  Jr.,  was 
!)orn  in  Kcene  in  1820;  was  the  first  man  in  New  Hamp- 
shire to  enlist  for  the  Civil  war;  and  he  opened  the  first 
reeruiting  office  in  the  state,  at  Coneord,  in  April,  1801. 
He  went  to  the  front  as  captain  of  Company  I,  First  New 
Ham])shirc  Volunteers,  for  three  months;  and  again  as 
captain  of  Company  A,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers 
for  three  years  or  the  war;  was  promoted  to  major;  was 
in  all  the  l)attles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  1802  — 
at  times  commanded  his  regiment  b}'  seniority;  —  was  act- 
ing lieutenant  colonel  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va., 
Dec.  13,  1802,  wdiere  he  was  killed,  and  was  buried  iu  an 
unknown  grave.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier  and  an  excellent 
commander  of  troops. 

JOHN  W.  STURTEYANT. 

Gen.  John  Warner  Sturtevant,  son  of  Luther  and  Isa- 
bella L.  Sturtevant,  was  born  in  Keene,  June  15,  1840.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  Cornelius  Sturtevant,  the  pioneer. 
From  1858  to  1SG2  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  bookstore  of  G. 
&  G.  H.  Tiiden.  In  1SG2,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  armji- 
(Company  G,  Fourteenth  New  Hampshire)  and  served 
through  the  war,  rising  to  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was 
for  a  time  in  the  adjutant  and  provost  marshal's  office  at 
Washington,  and  afterwards  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of 
Brigadier  General  B.  S.  Roberts  at  Carrollton,  La.,  and 
provost  marshal  of  the  district  of  Carrollton.  In  the  battle 
of  Opequan  he  was  wounded  in  the  arm  and  thigh. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to  Beaufort,  S.  C, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  had 
charge  of  a  general  store  until  1867,  when  he  returned  to 
Keene.  In  the  same  year  he  bought  out  George  Tiiden  and 
became  a  partner  in  the  store  of  G.  H.  Tiiden  &  Co. 

He  w%as  a  member  of  John  Sedgwick  post,  G.  A.  R., 
and  of  the  Massachusetts  commandery  of  the  Loj-al  Legion 
of  the  United  States. 

In  18G9  he  was  elected  town  clerk  and  held  the  office 
until  the  town  became  a  city  in  1874.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  of  Union  district  for  nine  \-ears, 
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and  naoderator  and  clerk  of  the  district  for  several  years. 
In  1S76,  1877  and  1SS5  he  represented  ward  3  in  the 
legislatni-e.  In  1S88  he  was  a  member  of  a  s]3ccial  com- 
mission to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  state's  interest  in  the 
Concord  and  Boston  &  Maine  railroads  tinder  the  reserved 
charter  rights. 

When  the  Keene  Light  Gnard  battalion  was  foiTned  in 
1878,  Capt.  Stnrtevant  became  captain  of  Company  H  and 
later  was  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Second  regiment  of  the 
New  Hampshire  National  Guard.  In  1879  he  was  made 
inspector  general  on  the  staff'  of  Gov.  Head. 

In  1871  he  married  Clara,  daughter  of  Charles  Chase 
of  Keene,  by  whom  he  bad  two  sous,  Charles  C.  and 
Clifford  L. 

He  died  Dec.  12,  1892. 

THOMAS  RUSSELL  SULIJYAN. 

Rev.  Thomas  Russell  Sullivan,  son  of  John  Langdon 
Sullivan  of  Boston,  and  grandson  of  James  Sullivan,  who 
was  governor  of  Massachusetts  in  1808  and  a  yotmger 
brother  of  Gen.  John  Sullivan  of  the  Revolutionary  arm^', 
was  born  in  Boston  in  1799;  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1817;  was  ordained  and  settled  over  the  Keene  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  1825;  married,  1826,  Charlotte  Caldwell, 
daughter  of  Francis  Blake,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  His  mother 
was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Russell,  the  celebrated 
merchant  of  Boston,  for  whom  she  named  her  son.  For 
several  j^ears  while  in  Keene  he  edited  the  Liberal  Preacher, 
a  Unitarian  publication  printed  in  Keene.  He  resigned  his 
pastorate  in  Keene  in  1835,  and  afterwards  opened  a  school 
in  Boston  for  fitting  lads  for  college. 

He  was  a  refined,  scholarly  man,  courtly  and  dignified. 
At  the  centennial  celebration  in  Keene  in  1853,  Rev.  Dr. 
Barstow  spoke  of  him  as  "the  distingitishcd  Thomas 
Russell  Sullivan."  He  had  six -sons  and  two  daughters. 
He  died  in  Boston  in  18G2. 

CLEMENT  SUMNER. 

Rev.  Clement  Sumner  came  from  Cheshire,  Ct.;  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  in  1758;  was  ordained  at  Keene,  June  11, 
1761.    Before  coming  to  Keene  he  had  married  Elizabeth, 
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(laughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Gilbert  of  Hel^ron,  Ct.,  the  prin- 
eipal  proprietor  of  the  township  of  Gilsum,  N.  H.,  tlioiigh 
never  a  resident  there.  Their  ehihlren  were :  Elizaljcth  and 
Anna  (twins)  born  in  Hebron,  Feb.  22,  1700;  Chirissa, 
born  in  Keene  in  1762;  Lucina,  ]>orn  in  Keene  in  17G4; 
a  son  born  in  Keene  in  1763,  died  an  infant;  Clement  Au- 
gustus, born  in  Keene  in  1767;  Samuel  Gilbert,  born  in 
Keene  iu  1769;  William,  })orn  in  Keene  in  1771. 

He  remained  pastor  here  for  eleven  years,  and  eightj'- 
four  members  were  added  to  the  church  during  that  time. 
The  misconduct  of  his  children,  as  was  said,  having  caused 
some  dissatisfaction,  he  was  dismissed  at  his  own  ref[uest 
in  1772;  but  he  spent  his  life  in  Keene,  an  excellent  citizen, 
and  a  man  of  liberal  views,  for  those  times.  He  preached 
for  a  time  at  Thetford,  Vt.,  and  occasionalh'  at  other 
places,  but  was  never  settled  again.  In  August,  1763,  he 
w^as  chosen  proprietors'  clerk  of  Gilsum  —  put  down  as 
"  ]\lr.  Sumner  of  Keen." 

He  died  in  Keene  in  1795,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  south  3^ard.  His  widow 
died  many  j'cars  later,  at  West  Sw^anzey.  His  sons  settled 
in  Keene  and  had  children  whose  l)irtlis  are  recorded  in  the 
town  books. 

JOTIN  SYMOXnS. 

John  Symonds,  was  born  in  Hancock,  N.  H.,  in  1816; 
learned  the  tanner's  trade;  was  engaged  in  that  business 
at  iVIarlow  and  East  Sullivan;  came  to  Keene  in  1S72,  and 
established  a  large  tannery  one  and  one-fourth  miles  west 
of  the  Square,  l)nilt  a  fine  residence  and  other  dwellings 
near  it,  and,  with  A.  M.  Bigelow  &  Co.  of  Boston,  carried 
on  an  extensive  and  successful  business.  He  married  Caro- 
line E.  Robbins,  of  Nelson,  N.  H.,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  1SS5. 

He  be(|ueathed  one-half  of  his  estate  —  after  the  decease 
of  his  widow,  who  was  to  have  the  income  of  it  during 
her  life — to  the  city  of  Keene.  "To  build  a  public  Library 
building  and  purchase  land  therefor,  and  to  provide  books 
and  reading  matter,  and  to  take  care  of  the  same.  And 
this  fund  may  be  used  in  connection  wnth  any  city 
appropriations  for  the  same  purpose;  and  to  pa3^  for  and 


niOGRA  PHICA  L  SKETCHES. 


051 


csta1)lisli  on  sa,icl  ljullding-,  or  soinc  other  in  the  city,  a  set 
of  Chime  Bells."  When  it  was  turned  over  to  the  city  the 
Ijequest  was  valued  at  about  $30,000;  but  a  ]jart  of  it 
was  in  property  which  depreciated;  a  part  was  turned  into 
cash  and  deposited  in  the  F'ive  Cents  Savings  bank,  a  por- 
tion of  which  was  lost ;  and  within  a  few  years  there  was 
a  serious  reduction  in  the  available  funds  of  the  bequest. 

GEORGK  TIT.DKK. 

George  Tilden,  son  of  Dea.  Joseph  Tildcn  of  Alarshficld, 
Mass.,  was  born  in  IMarshfield,  April  21,  1802;  came  to 
Keene  in  1S17,  and  learned  the  bookbinder's  trade  of  A.  & 
n.  Walker;  began  business  for  himself  in  1S25  in  the  base- 
ment of  a  liuilding  where  the  Cheshire  National  l^auk  now 
stands,  succeeding  the  Walkers  and  Thayers;  removed  to 
Gerould's  block  in  1S35;  published  the  North  American 
Spelling  Book,  and  other  books;  was  chosen  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  for  Savings 
in  1833,  which  office  he  held  until  1880;  was  president  of 
the  institution  for  two  3-ears ;  took  his  son,  G.  H.  Tilden, 
into  partnership  in  1853,  who  still  carries  on  the  business; 
continued  in  business  until  1867,  when  he  sold  his  interest, 
and  in  1871  removed  wdth  the  savings  bank  to  the  new 
bank  block,  on  the  corner  of  Roxbury  street;  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Unitarian  Societ}'  in  Keene,  and  for 
sixty  \''ears  w^as  active  in  the  church  and  Simday  school ; 
took  the  circulating  library  of  the  Walkers  and  Thayers  in 
1824  and  continued  it  for  a  long  term  ;  for  more  than  fortj' 
years  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee  and  board 
of  education ;  and  was  town  clerk  five  years  and  countA' 
treasurer  three  years. 

In  1825,  he  married  Harriet  Wj-man,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Joseph  Wheeler  of  Keene.  They  had  one  sou  and  three 
daughters.    He  died  Nov.  3,  1888. 

JOHN  TOW.S'S. 

Capt.  John  Towns,  son  of  Nehemiah  —  a  descendant  of 
William  Towne,  father  of  Rebecca  (Townc)  Noursc,  who 
was  hanged  as  a  witch,  at  Salem,  in  1692  —  was  born  in 
1786;  married  Nanc\',  daughter  of  Samuel  and  grand- 
daughter of  Seth  Heaton,  one  of  the  first  three  settlers  of 
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Upper  Asliuclot ;  was  Ijlacksmith,  contractor  and  l)uil(kr; 
hail  a  slio])  witli  Aaron  Davis  just  uf)rtli  of  the  i)resent 
r.iilroa'l  station,  afterwards  on  IMar]l)oro  street;  built  and 
lived  in  the  lirick  bouse  still  standing  next  south  of  the 
Eagle  Hotel;  built  a  brick  store  where  the  Sentinel  build- 
ing now  stands,  the  brick  house  on  Marlboro  street  since 
owned  b}'  Madison  Fairbanks,  and  later  l)y  Charles  Wil- 
son, and  man\'  other  buildings;  did  a  large  business  and 
was  at  one  time  one  of  the  largest  taxpayers  in  town. 
He  had  eight  children,  born  between  1816  and  1835.  His 
second  daughter  married  Ralph  J.  Holt,  of  Keene.  He 
died  in  1858,  aged  seventy-two. 

AMOS  TWITCHELL. 

Dr.  Amos  Twitchell,  eminent  sni-geou  and  physician, 
was  born  in  Dublin,  N.  H.,  in  1781,  the  seventh  of  nine 
children,  "puny  at  his  birth  and  fragile  during  infanc3^" 
His  father,  Capt.  Samuel  Twitchell,  a  farmer  and  miller, 
was  one  of  the  earh-  settlers  of  Dublin,  prominent  in  town 
affairs ;  a  Revolutionaiy  soldier,  rising  to  the  command  of 
a  compan\^  in  Col.  Enoch  Hale's  regiment  in  the  Rhode 
Island  campaign  of  1778;  afterwards  a  magistrate.  His 
mother  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  distinguished  Rev. 
John  Wilson,  whom  Cotton  Mather  described  as  "the 
father  of  the  infant  colonies  of  New^  England."  In  early 
youth  Amos  developed  a  fondness  for  books  and  stud}', 
and  through  his  mother's  influence  was  sent  to  the  acad- 
emy at  New  Ipswich.  He  graduated  at  Dartmouth  in 
1802,  teaching  school  winters  to  enable  him  to  pursue  his 
course.  He  took  high  rank  in  college  and  immediately  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  and  snrger}'-  under  the  eminent 
Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  the  projector  and  head  of  the  medical 
school  at  Dartmouth  and  afterwards  professor  of  surgery 
at  Yale.  Twitchell  was  an  apt  pupil,  particular! 3'^  fond  of 
the  study  of  anatomy  and  surgery,  and  soon  became  the 
assistant  of  Dr.  Smith  in  his  college  work,  and  was  the 
professor's  chief  dependence  in  procuring  subjects  for  dissec- 
tion, in  which  his  energy  and  courage  were  brought  into 
full  pla\'. 

In  1808  he  entered  into  practice  with  his  brother-in- 
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law,  Dr.  David  Carter  of  Marlboro,  taking  the  surgical 
part  of  the  practice.  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  of  London,  has 
the  credit  of  first  taking  up  the  carotid  arter}',  but  Dr. 
Twitchell  had  performed  that  delicate  and  dangerous  opera- 
tion in  1807  —  nearly  a  year  before  Sir  Astlcy's  case  —  and 
saved  his  patient,  performing  the  act  b}^  his  own  skill  and 
knowledge,  with  only  the  help  of  a  woman  to  tie  the 
thread,  without  precedent  or  example  from  any  learned 
authority.  That  operation,  with  other  skillful  and  inven- 
tive achievements,  gave  him  a  wHde  reputation  and  placed 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  surgeons.  In  1810,  he  removed 
to  Keene,  where  he  quickly  rose  to  the  head  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  continued  his  practice  for  forty  3'cars,  greatly  be- 
loved and  respected.  He  was  offered  professorships  in  sev- 
eral colleges ;  was  for  several  years  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Medical  Societ}';  was  first  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  As3'lum  for  the  Insane;  and  held  man}'  other 
important  positions  and  received  many  honorary  degrees. 
In  1815,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Dr.  Josiah 
Goodhue,  of  Hanover,  who  became  "a  model  of  a  ph^j-si- 
cian'swife;"  but  they  had  no  children.  He  was  genial  and 
cordial,  quick  at  repartee,  and  was  one  of  the  great  wits 
and  brilliant  social  leaders  of  the  town.    He  died  in  1850.  ^ 

TIMOTHY  TWITCHET.L. 

Capt.  Timoth}'  Twitchell,  brother  of  Dr.  Amos,  was 
born  in  Dublin  in  1783;  went  to  sea  in  early  3'outh ;  rose 
to  the  command  of  a  merchant  ship  and  made  a  successful 
voyage  around  the  world;  came  to  Keene;  married,  1814, 
Susan,  daughter  of  Daniel  Watson,  and  joined  Aaron 
Appleton,  John  Elliot,  Daniel  Watson  and  others  in  the 
manufacture  of  glass  on  Prison  street ;  afterwards,  with 
Watson  and  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  started  the  manufacture 
of  flint  glass  bottles  and  decanters  on  Marlboro  street ; 
removed  to  Petersburg,  Va.,  where  he  remained  six  years, 
and  thence  to  Pensacola,  Fla,,  where  for  thirty  3xars  he 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  lumber  business.  In 
1851   he  returned    to    Keene,  and  died   in    1867,  aged 

1  His  ])Ortrait,  which  haiiKS  i"  city  h.nll,  and  which  Capt.  E!I)ri(lg:c  Ckirkc 
was  foremost  in  procuring:,  was  jiaintcd  from  .nn  old  daguerreotvjx''  by  Wnllnce 
of  Boston,  and  presented  to  the  city  liy  fifty  subscribers,  beaded  by  j".  F.  &  F. 
H.  Whitcomb. 
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tij;lit> -four.  ITis  widow  died  in  1871,  a<<cd  seventy-eight. 
Their  children  were:  Henry,  born  in  Kecne  in  1815;  Mar3', 
born  in  Pctenslinri;,  Va.,  in  181S;  (George  Brooks,  born  in 
IVlersbiirjj,  Va.,  in  1820. 

GROROIC  T',.  TWITCH KI-I.. 

Dr.  George  B.  Twitcliell,  son  of  Timothy  and  Susan 
(Watson)  Twitcliell,  was  born  in  l'etcrs1)urg,  Va.,  in  1820; 
studied  medicine  witli  Dr.  Amos  Twitchell  of  Kecne,  and  at 
Harvard  and  the  University'  of  Pennsylvania;  began  prac- 
tice in  Keenc  in  184-3  and  continued  until  his  death  in  1897. 
He  at  once  took  a  leading  position  in  his  profession  and 
held  it  during  his  long  career,  doing  most  of  the  snrgcrv 
in  southwestern  New  Hampshire. 

In  1SG2,  he  volunteered  for  the  war  and  went  to  the 
iront  as  surgeon  of  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Volun- 
teers;  was  promoted  in  the  spring  of  1863  to  surgeon  of 
United  States  Volunteers,  with  the  rank  of  major,  serving 
under  Gen.  Grant  at  Vicksburg,  but  resigned  after  about 
one  year's  service  on  account  of  ill  health. 

He  was  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  New 
Hampshire  insane  asylum  for  many  3'cars,  and  a  men's 
building  recently  added  to  that  institution  was  named  for 
him;  and  he  was  the  most  active  agent  in  establishing  and 
putting  in  working  order  the  city  hospital  in  Keene,  after 
the  gift  of  the  binidings  aiul  grounds  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Elliot.  It  was  he  who  initiated  and  carried  through  the 
city  councils  the  project  of  adopting  Col.  Waring's  system 
of  sewerage  for  the  city  —  doubtless  the  best  known  sy'Steni 
to  meet  the  conditions  existing  in  Keene  —  and  he  was  ac- 
tive in  all  enterprises  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  The  estimation  in  which  he  was 
held  was  illustrated  by  the  gift,  after  he  was  seventv-five 
3'ears  old,  of  a  gold-lined  silver  loving  cup  b_v  about  three 
hundred  donors,  mostly  citizens  of  Keene.  Dartmouth  con- 
ferred on  him  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 

Dr.  Twitchell  married,  1849,  Susan  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Gideon  p.  and  Nanc\'  P.  Thayer,  of  Boston,  by  whom 
he  had  four  daughters  and  two  sons.  Both  the  sons  are 
physicians. 
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SAMUEL  WADSWORTH. 

Samuel  Wadsworth  came  from  Middletowu,  Ct.,  about 
17G0;  married,  1762,  Huldah,  daughter  of  Seth  Heaton, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Upper  Ashuelot.  In  1770  he 
bought  the  original  house  lot  No.  12  —  the  old  fort  prop- 
erty—  where  Mr.  Lemuel  Hay  ward  now  lives,  and  two 
years  later  bought  lots  10  and  11,  north  of  it.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  and  lived  in  one  of  the  houses  that  were  built 
inside  the  fort  in  connection  with  its  walls,  and  had  his 
shop  within  or  near  the  fort.  The  stone  foundations  of 
his  forge  ma\^  still  be  found,  just  north  of  Mr.  Hayward's 
house.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  major  in  the  militia,  but 
was  one  of  the  few  tories  in  Keene  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  though  not  one  of  the  more  obnoxious  ones. 
After  residing  in  the  fort  for  some  years  he  removed  to 
Beech  hill,  where  he  died  in  1782,  aged  forty-two. 

He  had  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  but 
only  one  son,  the  youngest,  lived  to  manhood.  His  name 
was  Samuel,  born  after  his  father's  death,  in  1783;  mar- 
ried Betsey  Lawrence,  sister  of  Asa,  of  Roxbur\',  and  John, 
of  Keene;  removed  to  Roxbur3\  near  the  outlet  of  Wood- 
ward's pond;  was  thrown  from  his  horse  and  killed  in 
February,  1835. 

ABRAHAM  WHEELER. 

Col.  Abraham  Wheeler,  son  of  Abraham  and  Hannah 
Wheeler  of  Keene,  was  born  in  1743;  married  Mary;  had 
seven  childi-en,  born  in  Keene  between  17G9  and  1779; 
member  of  the  militia  company  here  in  1773,  and  his 
father  was  at  the  same  time  on  the  alarm  list ;  was  a 
private  in  Col.  Ashley's  regiment  that  marched  to  the 
relief  of  Ticonderoga  in  1776;  a  private  in  the  com])any  of 
Capt.  Davis  Howlctt  of  Keene,  Ashley's  regiment,  that 
marched  from  Keene  to  oppose  Burgoyne  in  June,  1777; 
afterwards  a  colonel  in  the  militia.  He  owned  the  farm  on 
Beech  hill  known  as  the  Luther  Nourse  place  and  built 
that  house  (see  sketch  of  Phineas  Nourse)  in  1773,  and 
the  bam  in  1775  —  raised  on  the  17th  of  June.  He  removed 
from  there  to  Ash  Swamp  and  kept  the  tavern,  and  prob- 
ably built  the   house,  now  known  as  the   old  Saw\x-r 
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tavern,  two  miles  from  the  Square,  where  he  was  suceeeded 
by  his  son-in-law,  Josiah  vSawycr.  He  died  in  1814,  aged 
seventy-one.  His  mother,  J\lrs.  Hannah  Wheeler,  lived  to 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  three,  and  died  Dec.  H,  1824. 

WIL1.JAM  p.  WHEELER. 

William  P.  Wheeler,  LL.  D.,  son  of  Col.  Nathaniel  and 
Huldah  (Whipple)  Wheeler,  was  born  in  Croydon,  N.  H., 
in  1S12;  learned  the  harness  making  trade,  but  had  a  taste 
for  the  law  and  gained  an  education  b}"^  his  own  efforts ; 
attended  the  academics  at  Plaiiifield  and  Newport;  read 
law  with  Phineas  Handersou  at  Kecne,  and  attended  lect- 
ures at  Harvard  Law  school ;  began  practice  in  Keene  in 
1842;  was  county  solicitor  in  1845  and  held  that  office 
ten  3'ears ;  took  Francis  A.  Faulkner  as  junior  partner,  and 
the  distinguished  law  firjn  of  Wheeler  &  Faulkner  was 
formed  in  the  spring  of  1850  and  continued  through  Mr. 
Wheeler's  lifetime.  The  two  men  were  admirably  adapted 
to  each  other  as  partners  in  the  firm.  Mr.  Wheeler  was 
one  of  the  ablest  advocates  in  the  state,  while  Mr.  Faulk- 
ner was  one  of  the  most  skillful  and  efficient  of  attorneys 
in  the  preparation  of  cases  and  legal  papers;  and  they 
were  engaged  in  nearly  every  case  of  importance  in  the 
county,  and  in  many  outside  of  the  county.  Mr.  Wheeler 
was  also  remarkabU'  skillful  and  adroit  in  the  examination 
of  witnesses. 

"If  3'ou  should  ask  me  who  was  the  best  jury  advocate 
of  all  the  lawyers  I  have  ever  heard  at  the  New  Hamp- 
shire bar,  I  should  w^ant  time  to  consider.  *  *  *  *  g^t 
if  you  ask  me  who  was  the  best  cross-examiner  I  hcive  ever 
heard,  I  can  answer  that  question  at  once.  It  w^as  a  man 
who  was  never  unfair,  never  rough  —  a  man  who  treated 
the  witness  with  the  same  courtesy  that  he  would  exhibit 
towards  a  guest  in  his  ow'n  house,  and  who  nevertheless 
sifted  the  testiraon\'  thoroughh%  and  in  such  a  way  that 
the  jury  did  not  sympathize  with  the  witness.  That  model 
cross-examiner  was  the  former  leader  of  the  Cheshire  bar, 
the  late  William  P.  Wheeler."    (Judge  Jeremiah  Smith.) 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  excellent 
business  capacity,  genial  in  disposition  and  unassuming  in 
manners  —  a  man  in  whom  every  one  felt  that  he  had  a 
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friend  —  and  though  not  in  public  office  filled  man}'  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  1851  he  was  offered 
a  position  on  the  bench  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and 
later  on  that  of  the  supreme  court  of  Xew  Hampshire,  but 
he  declined  in  both  cases.  He  was  nominated  for  congress 
in  1S55  and  1S57,  but  his  party  was  in  the  minority-  and 
he  could  not  be  elected.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Agricultural  college,  and  valuable  dona- 
tions were  made  to  it  throiigh  his  influence.  He  was  a 
leader  in  the  organization  of  St.  James'  (Episcopal)  church, 
contributed  largely-  for  its  support  and  was  one  of  its 
wardens  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  also  president 
of  the  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  for  Savings.  Dart- 
mouth college  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in 
1852,  and  that  of  LL.  D.  in  1872.  In  1849  he  married 
Sarah  D.  Moulton,  of  Randolph,  Yt.,  and  they  had  one 
daughter  and  one  son. 
He  died  in  1876. 

SUMNER  WHEELER. 

Sumner  Wheeler,  son  of  Capt.  David  and  Martha  Frost 
(Perry)  Wheeler,  was  born  in  Marlboro,  N.  H.,  in  1807; 
came  to  Keene  at  the  age  of  fourteen ;  received  a  business 
training  under  his  elder  half  brother,  Justus  Perry,  became 
his  partner  and  finally  succeeded  him  in  business.  He 
bought  the  house  on  Main  street  previoush'  used  by  Miss 
Fiske  for  her  school  (now  Mrs.  E.  C.  Thax-er's) ;  married, 
1832,  Catherine  Vose  of  Boston ;  had  three  daughters  and 
one  son. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  a  man  of  the  highest  character  and 
the  strictest  integrity,  with  a  genial  and  kindh'  disposition. 
"His  face  was  a  benediction  on  the  street."  One  of  Keene's 
most  brilliant  daughters  wrote  of  him:  "If  I  were  asked 
who  had  the  largest  and  most  all-sympathizing  heart  in 
all  our  Keene  world  I  should  sa}^,  Sumner  Wheeler.'' 

One  da\'  some  gentlemen  who  had  met  in  one  of  the 
banks  were  discussing  affairs  about  town,  and  one  of  them 
made  the  trite  remark  that  there  was  not  a  thoroughly 
honest  man  in  Keene.  Another  offered  to  bet  ten  dollars 
that  he  could  show  them  an  honest  man.    "Leave  out 
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Suiniicr  Whcc-lcr  and  I  will  take  your  bet,"  said  the  first 
s])eak(T.  "  liut  Sumner  Wheeler  is  the  man  I  was  l)etting 
on,"  was  the  reiilj-. 

He  died  in  18G1,  aged  iifty-four. 

ABIJAH  WILDER. 

Dca.  Abijah  Wilder,  son  of  Andrew,  a  farnier  of  Lan- 
easter,  Mass.,  was  born  in  1752;  carae  to  Keene  about 
1774;  "a  mechanic  of  great  celebritj'  in  his  day;"  had  a 
caisinet  shop  on  the  Walpole  road,  probably  the  present 
"old  Sun  tavern,"  and  his  dwelling,  towards  the  last  of 
his  life  was  nearly  opposite,  a  little  below.  In  1799  he 
secured  a  patent  for  the  invention  of  bending  sleigh  run- 
ners by  steaming  the  wood ;  and  carried  on  a  large  busi- 
ness in  the  manufacture  of  sleighs  and  carriages. 

He  married,  in  1774,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Gideon  Ellis, 
of  Keene.  The  children  b\'  that  marriage  were:  Abigail, 
born  in  1775,  married  Abijali  Kingsbury;  Sarah,  born  in 
1780,  married  James  Wells  of  Keene,  lieutenant  in  the 
Eleventh  United  States  Infantry  in  the  war  of  1812. 

He  married,  second,  in  November,  17S0,  Martha  Blake, 
of  Wrcntham,  Mass.  The  children  by  that  marriage  were: 
Patty  (Martha),  born  in  1781,  never  married,  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath  school  for  forty-three  years; 
Abijah,  born  17S4. 

He  married,  third,  in  1785,  Beulah  Johnson.  His  chil- 
dren by  that  marriage  were:  Hepzibah,  born  in  1787, 
married  Jose])h  Wheeler;  Azel,  born  in  1788. 

He  married,  fourth,  in  1789,  Tamar  Wilder. 

He  was  a  deacon  of  the  church  for  fortj^-eight  years, 
leader  of  the  choir  for  fift3'  years,  and  was  an  active, 
energetic  citizen,  prominent  in  town  affairs  and  in  all  good 
enterprises.  Dr.  Barstow  used  to  speak  of  him  as  "good 
Deacon  Wilder." 

He  died  in  1835,  aged  83. 

ABIJAH  WILDER,  JR. 

Abijah  W'ilder,  Jr.,  son  of  Dea.  Abijah  and  Martha 
(F^lake)  Wilder,  was  born  in  1784;  married  Rhoda  San- 
ger, of  Keene ;  had  nine  children  born  between  1816  and 
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1S36.  His  daughter,  Rhoda  Jane,  married  Dr.  Edward 
Pettengill,  of  Saxtcm's  River,  Yt.;  his  youngest  daughter, 
Harriet  P.,  married  Elisha  F.  Lane,  of  Keene. 

Like  his  father,  he  was  an  excellent  mechanic  and  con- 
tinued the  business  in  his  father's  shop  for  several  3'ears, 
then  built  a  large  shop  where  the  "Museum"  building  now 
stands,  and  carried  on  the  cal^inet  and  chair  making  busi- 
ness for  many  j-ears.  He  also  built  the  brick  house,  cor- 
ner of  Summer  and  Court  streets,  and  the  wooden  one  next 
north  of  the  P>aptist  church  —  where  he  lived  during  the 
last  3-ears  of  his  life  and  died  in  1S64,  aged  eight\'. 

''When  he  was  fifteeji  years  old  the  nc\vs  came  of  the 
death  of  Washington.  He  climbed  to  the  belfry  and  tolled 
the  bell  all  through  that  cold  winter  night.  A  small  brass 
lamp  was  bought  by  the  famih'  and  kept  burning  all  that 
night,  then  laid  aside  as  a  sacred  relic  and  never  used  after- 
wards."   (Family  tradition.) 

He  was  sexton  of  the  town  for  many  years  and  rang 
the  bell  at  noon  and  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  He 
was  one  of  the  principal  owners  of  the  Phtienix  Hotel,  and 
being  strong  temperance  men  they  attempted  to  run  it  as 
a  temperance  house,  but  it  failed.  (See  sketch  of  A.  &  A. 
Wilder.) 

AZET.  WII.BER. 

Azel  Wilder,  son  of  Dea.  Abijah  and  Benlah  (Johnson) 
W^ilder,  was  born  in  17SS;  married  Elvira,  daughter  of 
Capt.  John  W'arner,  of  Keene;  had  ten  children  born  be- 
tween 1S14  and  1S32.  His  eldest  daughter,  Elvira,  mar- 
ried Edward  Poole,  of  Keene,  jeweller;  his  second  daughter, 
Hepse}',  married  Geo.  H.  Richards,  of  Keene;  his  third 
daughter,  Maria,  married  William  Wyman  of  Keene. 
Charles  J.  married  Elmira  Nims,  of  Keene,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Civil  war,  killed  before  Richmond  in  ISG^. 

He  also  excelled  as  a  mechanic,  and  invented  and 
obtained  a  patent  for  a  double  geared  wheelhead  for 
spinning  wool.  For  some  years  he  was  with  his  half 
brother,  Abijah,  in  the  sho])  of  their  father,  but,  later, 
Azel  established  himself  in  a  turning  shop  a  little  west  of 
Faulkner  &  Colon\-'s  sawmill,  and  made  wheelheads  and 
spinning  wheels  for  both  flax  and  wool  for  a  long  term  of 
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yenrs.  He  built  the  brick  house  on  West  street  now  tlie 
residence  of  Mr.  Geor«jc  H.  Richards,  and  died  in  1860,  aged 
seven  t^'-two. 

Mrs.  Wilder  was  remarkable  for  her  capability  as  a 
housckcC])er  and  hostess,  her  genial  hospitalit\',  and  her 
graceful  cfficienc}'  in  the  manjigement  of  public  functions. 
One  of  her  friends  said  of  her  after  her  decease  that  she 
would  never  be  happy  in  Heaven  unless  she  could  get'  up 
an  entertainment  to  buy  David  a  new  harp,  or  Elijah  a 
new  mantle.  She  was  affectionately  called  "  Aimt  Azel 
Wilder." 

A.  &  A.  WILDER. 

A.  &  A.  Wilder  —  Abijah  and  Azel,  half  brothers  —  after 
dissolving  their  first  connection,  in  their  father's  shop,  in 
1814,  united  under  the  aboA-e  firm  name,  carried  on  a  large 
business  in  real  estate,  and  did  much  for  the  benefit  of 
the  town.  In  1821  they  bought  of  Capt.  Joseph  Dorr  and 
his  wife,  heirs  of  the  estate  of  Ca^it.  Josiah  Richardson, 
the  tract  of  land  h"ing  north  of  the  common,  extending 
from  the  third  New  Hampshire  turnpike  (Court  street)  to 
Prison  street,  except  a  few  lots  near  the  corner  of  the 
common  and  as  far  north  as  the  north  side  of  Mechanic 
street.  In  1828.  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  common  and 
form  our  present  Central  square,  they  bought  and  removed 
the  old  horsesheds,  gave  the  land  (deeded  for  a  nominal 
sum)  for  a  new  site  for  the  meetinghouse,  which  stood  on 
the  common,  and  moved  the  edifice  to  its  present  position 
at  their  own  expense.  The  same  3'ear  they  built  "  Wilders' 
building,"  now  Ball's  block.  Alany  years  afterwards,  by 
a  division  of  propert\-,  that  building  came  into  the  hands 
of  Azel  alone.  He  sold  it  to  Hcnr}-  Pond,  who  added  four- 
teen feet  to  the  west  end.  The  same  firm  also  owned  the 
tract  of  land  —  bought  of  the  same  Richardson  estate  — 
where  Winter,  Summer  and  Middle  streets  now  are, 
through  which  those  streets  were  laid'  out  in  1832,  and 
Centre  street  later.  Out  of  that  tract  th&y  gave  the  land 
for  the  Keene   academy-''  in  1836,  now  occupied  by  the 

'  The  (itcd  w.TS  made  by  A]>ij.-ih,  anti  stands  in  his  name,  but  by  an  cxchaiig'e 
of  prcijicrty,  and  :)  cf.tivt yanct  to  Aliijah,  Azel  shared  cf|nal)y  in  the  gift.  (Mrs. 
>'t'i!.!ngill  and  .itht-r  desct-ndants  of  both  families.) 
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Keene  High  school.  Few  have  been  so  public  spirited  and 
done  so  much  for  the  benefit  of  Keene  as  these  three  Wil- 
ders,  Dea.  Abijah  and  his  two  sons,  Abijah  and  Azel. 

PETER  WILDER. 

Peter  Wilder,  younger  brother  of  Dea.  Abijah,  came  to 
Keene  in  17S1;  married  Tamar  Rice;  had  eleven  children, 
born  between  1781  and  1799.  Like  his  elder  brother  he 
excelled  as  a  mechanic,  was  a  cabinet  and  chair  maker  and 
a  wdieehvright,  and  many  of  the  fine  old  pieces  of  cabinet 
work  and  chairs  now  preserved  as  relics  of  the  olden  time 
w^ere  made  b^^  him  at  his  shop  in  Federal  Row.  He  died 
in  1814,  aged  eight}-, 

ABEI.  WILDER. 

Abel  Wilder,  son  of  Samuel  and  Betse}"-  (Joslin)  Wilder, 
of  Berlin,  Mass.,  came  to  Keene  towards  the  last  of  the 
eighteenth  centur_v;  married  Polly  Mead;  owned  and  oc- 
cupied the  fine  house  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  com- 
mon, already  described,  which  he  sold  to  Albe  Cad}-  in 
1808;  made  spinning  wheels  and  had  cabinet  and  wheel- 
wright shop  in  the  rear  of  the  stores  on  the  east  side  of 
the  common — for  a  time  with  Luther  Holbrook  —  after- 
wards on  what  is  now  the  north  comer  of  Mechanic  and 
Washington  streets,  and  for  many  years  kept  the  old 
wooden  jail,  w^hich  stood  next  on  the  south.  In  1827,  he 
built  the  hou.se  since  known  as  the  Handei\son  house  (now 
F.  K.  Burnham's  on  Washington  street),  and  later  the 
brick  one  north  of  it,  recentlv  known  as  the  Woodward 
house,  and  the  brick  one  on  the  corner  of  Taylor  street. 
His  genial,  optimistic  nature  gave  him  the  distinction  of 
being  the  "happiest  man  in  town."  He  died  in  1862,  aged 
ninety -one.  His  son,  Augustus  T.  Wilder,  was  for  man\' 
years  selectman  and  keeper  of  the  old  stone  jail  on  W^asli- 
ington  street. 

JOSI.^H  WILLARD. 

Col.  Josiah  W'illard,  son  of  Col.  Josiah,  the  principal 
grantee  of  the  towaiship  of  Earlington  or  Arlington  (Win- 
chester) in  1733,  surve3'or  of  land  in  Upper  Ashuelot  in 
1736  and  later,  and  commissar}-  and  commander  at  Fort 
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Diitnincr  in  the  old  French  and  Indian  war,  1744-1750, 
was  Ijorn  in  Lunenbnr;^,  Mass.,  1716;  married  Hannah 
Hnhbard  of  Groton  ;  major  of  militia  in  1740,  in  command 
of  a  small  hody  of  troops  at  No.  4  (Charlestowu)  ;  accepted 
a  captain's  commission  in  the  forces  raised  for  defence  and 
commanded  a  companj'  at  IJj^per  and  Lower  Ashuelot  in 
1747-9;  was  promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel  and  succeeded 
his  father  in  command  of  Fort  Duinmer  in  1750;  was 
the  active  agent  in  procuring  from  the  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  a  charter  for  the  town  of  Winchester  in  1753; 
was  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Col.  Joseph 
Blarichard  of  Dunstable,  N.  H.,  in  active  service  in  the 
Crown  Point  expedition  under  Gen.  Johnson  in  1755;  took 
up  his  residence  in  Winchester  and  represented  that  town 
in  the  legislature  in  1768  to  1773;  colonel  commanding 
the  Sixth  regiment  of  New  Hampshire  militia  in  1775,  but, 
showing  tory  proclivities,  his  regiment  was  divided  and  he 
was  left  withoiit  a  command.  He  had  twelve  children, 
two  of  whom  graduated  from  Harvard  college. 
He  died  in  Winchester  in  1780. 

JOSIAH  WILLARD. 

Major  Josiah  W^illard,  son  of  Col.  and  Hannah  (Hub- 
bard) Willard,  was  born  in  1737;  married,  first,  Thankful 
Taylor;  second,  Mar\';  third,  Susanna,  daughter  of  Col. 
Isaac  Wymau.  He  was  a  sergeant  under  his  father  at 
Fort  Dummer  in  1753-4;  afterwards  took  up  his  residence 
in  Keene;  In'  occupation  was  a  saddler;  was  selectman  in 
1764-5-6-7,  and  was  Keene's  first  representative  to  the 
legislature  in  1768-70.  Upon  the  organization  of  counties 
in  1771  he  w^as  appointed  recorder  of  deeds  for  Cheshire 
county  and  held  that  office  until  1776.  He  had  risen  to 
the  rank  of  major  in  his  father's  regiment  of  militia,  but 
was  accused  of  toryism  and  when  that  regiment  was 
divided  he  also  was  left  without  a  position.  His  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  those  in  Keene  who 
refused  to  sign  the  Association  Test  in  1776;  but  he  was 
politic,  and  not  a  very  obnoxious  tor^^  He  died  in  1801, 
and  was  buried  beside  his  three  wives  in  the  old  burying 
ground  at  the  lower  end  of  Main  street,  one  of  the  last 
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interments  there.  He  had  ei;^ht  children,  Lockhart,  Grate 
(or  Grata),  Cynthia,  Rebecca,  Hannah,  Josiah  (died 
3'oung),  Josiah  and  Henry,  bora  between  1703  and  1779. 

LOCKHART  WILLAKD. 

Lockhart  Willard,  son  of  (Major)  Josiah  and  Thankful 
(Taylor)  Willard,  was  born  in  Keene  in  1763;  married, 
1783,  Salome,  daughter  of  Gen.  James  Reed  of  Keene;  built 
the  house  now  Mr.  James  Marsh's,  on  the  south  comer  of 
Main  and  Marlboro  streets.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in 
town;  did  much  legal  business  as  a  magistrate ;  was  eight 
years  moderator  of  annual  town  meetings ;  thirteen  years 
selectman;  seven  \'ears  representative  to  the  legislature; 
and  five  years  state  senator.  He  had  eight  children  born 
between  17S4  and  1802.  His  eldest  sou  was  named  Jo- 
siah, his  second,  Lockhart.    He  died  in  1818,  aged  fifty-five. 

JAMES  WILSON. 

Hon.  James  Wilson,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  was  the 
son  of  Robert  and  Marj^  (Hodge)  Wilson,  and  grandson 
of  W^illiani,  the  first  of  the  Wilsons  to  settle  in  Peterboro. 
N.  H.,  who  came  from  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1737, 
when  Robert  was  a  lad ;  and  little  Marv  Hodge  came  with 
her  parents  in  the  same  ship.  Robert  joined  the  patriots 
in  the  Revolution  —  was  a  major  under  Stark  at  Benning- 
ton and  Saratoga — and  previous  to  that  was  with  Wolfe 
on  the  Plains  of  Abraham  and  near  him  when  he  fell. 

James  was  born  in  Peterboro  in  1766;  prepared  for 
college  at  Phillips  academy,  Andover;  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  1789  (John  Quincy  Adams  said,  "the  best  wrestler 
in  his  class");  read  law  with  Judge  Lincoln  of  Worcester ; 
settled  his  father's  estate  in  1792  ;  succeeded  Hon.  Jeremiah 
Smith  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Peterboro;  married  Eliza- 
beth Steele,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  James;  represented 
Peterboro  in  the  legislature  several  terms  between  1803 
and  1815;  representative  to  congress  in  1809-1811;  mar- 
ried, second,  Elizabeth  Little,  b_v  whom  he  had  two  daugh- 
ters—  EHzalieth,  mai-ried  Guy  Hunter,  Sarah,  married 
Francis  L.  I^ee — and  one  son,  Robert. 

In  1815,  he  removed  to  Keeuc  and  bought  the  mansion 
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(in  Main  street,  then  nnfinislied,  now  the  city  hospital, 
where  he  (lis])ense(l  a  graceiul  hosi)italit3',  and  many  de- 
liL;htfni  social  functions  were  enjoyed  at  his  house.  He  was 
an  able  lawyer,  had  a  larye  ])ractice  in  both  Cheshire  and 
Uillsboro  counties,  and  as  an  advocate  had  few  superiors 
in  the  state.  Both  Harvard  and  Dartmouth  conferred  up- 
on him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  He  died  in  1839,  respected  and 
esteemed  Ijy  all. 

I.\MES  WII.SOX,  JR. 

Gen.  James  Wilson,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Steele) 
Wilson,  was  born  in  Peterboro  in  1797;  at  the  age  of  ten 
began  his  course  successiveh'  at  the  academies  at  New  Ips- 
wich, Atkinson,  and  Phillips  at  Exeter.  Impelled  b3''  his 
military  spirit,  he  desired  to  enlist  for  the  war  then  in 
progress,  l)ut  failing  to  obtain  the  consent  of  his  father, 
lie  worked  for  a  time  in  the  old  north  factory  at  Peter- 
])oro,  imt  returned  to  his  studies  and  entered  Middlebury 
college  in  1S16,  graduating  with  honors  in  1820.  He  read 
law  with  his  father  at  Keene  and  succeeded  to  his  business, 
practicing  much  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county;  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Keene  Light  Infantry  in  1821;  rose 
to  the  rank  of  colonel ;  resigned  and  reentered  the  ranks 
as  a  private  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  major  general  of 
milititi.  He  was  six  feet  and  four  inches  in  height,  agile 
and  athletic,  had  an  unusual  taste  for  military  science  and 
exercises,  and  was  a  Ijorn  leader  of  men  and  a  remarkably 
able  and  popular  commander.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he 
did  more  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  militia  of  New 
Hampshire  at  that  time  than  any  other  man  in  the  state. 

He  represented  Keene  in  the  legislature  during  fourteen 
terms— the  last  two  in  1871  and  1872,  when  he  was 
seventy-four  and  seventy-five  3'ears  old  —  and  was  speaker 
of  the  house  in  1S2S.  In  1835  and  again  in  1837,  he  was 
nominated  for  congress,  and  in  1838  and  '39  he  was  the 
Whig  candidate  for  governor,  but  the  strength  of  the  op- 
])osition  party  prevented  his  election  in  each  case,  as  it  had 
done  after  one  term  as  speaker  of  the  house.  His  great 
popularity  would  have  secured  his  election  as  governor, 
however,  but  that  his  name  was  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  while 
some  of  the  votes  cast  were  for  James  Wilson. 
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He  was  a  natural  orator,  well  read  in  history  and 
political  science.  His  sonorous  voice,  magnetic  presence, 
and  extraordinary  command  of  language  gave  him  a 
power  over  his  audiences  such  as  few  have  ever  been  able 
to  wield.  At  a  great  dinner  given  to  Daniel  Webster  in 
Faneuil  hall,  Boston,  in  1S38,  where  S.  S.  Prentiss  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Robert  C.  Winthrop  of  Massachusetts  and  other 
distinguished  orators  spoke,  the  New  York  Commercial 
Advertiser  pronounced  Wilson's  speech  "one  of  the  very 
best  of  the  occasion."  In  the  .great  political  campaign  of 
184-0,  his  services  as  a  public  s{)eaker  were  called  for  from 
almost  all  parts  of  the  country.  He  not  only  spoke  in  many 
places  in  New  England  —  at  Portland,  Boston,  Providence 
and  many  others  —  and  in  New  York  city,  but  he  journe^-ed 
through  New  Y^ork  state  and  into  Penns\ivania,  speaking 
at  Albany,  Rochester,  Buffalo,  Cleveland  and  all  the  large 
places;  and  he  was  regarded  as  the  most  effective  speaker 
in  the  United  States  in  that  campaign.  At  Erie,  Penn.,  it 
was  estimated  that  25,000  Whigs  and  6,000  Loco  Focos, 
as  the  Democrats  were  then  called,  had  assembled.  "A 
fleet  of  splendid  steamers  went  up  from  Buffalo,  where  he 
had  spoken  the  day  before.  The  meeting  was  on  the  open 
bank  overlooking  the  lake."  Two  stands  were  erected  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  field,  one  for  the  Whigs,  the  other  for 
the  Loco  Focos.  "Wilson's  fame  as  an  unequalled  orator 
had  spread  over  the  whole  country,"  and  before  the  presi- 
dent could  formalh'  open  the  meeting,  "Wilson!  Wilson! 
Wilson,  from  the  Granite  State!"  was  uproariously  called 
for,  and  "he  was  greeted  with  deafening  and  prolonged 
applause."  "Tens  of  thousands  listened  with  breathless 
silence,"  often  bursting  into  tumultuous  applause.  A  strong 
speaker  occupied  the  opposite  stand,  but  Wilson's  power- 
ful voice  rang  out  over  the  field  and  the  crowd  there  soon 
began  to  diminish  and  almost  completely  dwindled  awa^-, 
while  that  at  the  Whig  stand  constantly  increased  until 
nearly  the  whole  30,000  were  hanging  upon  Wilson's  thrill- 
ing sentences.  "The  speaking  continued  till  evening,  when 
Gen.  Wilson  retired  on  board  a  steamer  to  sail  for  Buffalo, 
but  the  boat  was  detained.  In  the  evening  8,000  people 
assembled  and  called  for  Wilson.    The  general  Was  found  in 
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his  berth;  ])iit  callin.tj;  for  his  boots,  he  ap^aiii  mountecl  the 
stand,"  ami  gratified  their  desire  to  hear  him.  There  is  no 
(luestion  that  his  influence  in  carrying  New  England,  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  for  the  Whigs  was  unparalleled. 

After  President  Harrison's  death  Gen.  Wilson  was 
appointe<l  surve^^or  general  of  the  territories  of  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin  and  had  his  office  at  DubuqTic,  bnt  a  change  in 
the  administration  caused  his  removal  in  1845.  He  was 
elected  to  congres.s  in  1S47  and  reelected  in  1849,  but 
resigned  in  1850  and  was  appointed  United  States  land 
commissioner  to  settle  Spanish  claims  in  California.  He 
remained  on  the  Pacific  coast  eleven  3'ears,  settling  those 
S{)anish  claims  of  extensive  areas  of  land  and  practicing 
law,  with  large  interests  in  mining.  He  returned  East  in 
April,  18G1,  just  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  and 
his  personal  friend,  Abraham  Lincoln,  offered  him  a  briga- 
dier general's  commission,  which  he  very  much  desired  to 
accept,  but  declined  on  account  of  his  age  and  infirmities. 

Gen.  Wilson  was  a  man  of  generous  nature,  large- 
hearted  and  broad-minded,  with  feelings  as  tender  and 
delicate  as  a  woman's.  Often  in  his  speeches  he  would  be 
so  touched  with  emotion  that  the  tears  would  stream 
down  his  cheeks.    Ever\'})ody  loved  and  admired  him. 

At  the  ])ar  "Wilson  was  ready,  dashing,  eloquent, 
seizing  the  strong  points  in  his  case  and  handling  them  in 
the  most  adroit  and  taking  manner."  (Bell's  Bench  and 
Bar  of  New  Hampshire.)  He  almost  invariabh'  won  his 
case  before  a  jury.  "  On  one  circuit  of  the  courts  which 
Wilson  and  Joel  Parker  made  together  Wilson  won  ever^' 
case.  On  their  long  ride  home  Parker  was  very  taciturn 
and  seemed  much  depressed.  Wilson  asked  him  why  he 
was  so  reticent.  'Jim,'  said  Parker,  '  I'm  going  home  to 
sell  niy  law  books  and  go  to  work  at  something  else.  Its 
of  no  use  for  me  to  practice  law.  I  have  the  law  and  the 
evidence  all  on  my  side,  yet  3'ou  win  all  the  cases.'  'Non- 
sense,' said  Wilson,  'go  on  with  3'our  law,  you  know  ten 
times  as  much  law  as  I  do,  but  3"Ou  fire  over  the  heads  of 
the  jur3'  and  waste  all  your  ammunition.  Shoot  lower  and 
go  on  with  your  law.'"  (Mrs.  Piskc,  from  her  father's 
own  lips). 
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He  married  Alarv  Lord  Richardson,  of  Montpelier,  Vt., 
who  died  in  1S4S.  His  children  were:  Mar}'  EHzabeth, 
born  (in  the  old  Ralston  tavern)  in  1S26 ;  married  John 
Sherwood,  a  law'3'er  of  New  York  ;  was  JNlrs.  John  Sherwood 
the  distingnished  authoress,  and  the  prolific  and  brilliant 
writer  over  the  initials  "  M.  E.  W.  S."  James  Edward 
and  William  Robert,  who  both  died  \-oung.  Annie,  born 
in  1832,  married  Francis  S.  Fiske  of  Keene,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  to  volunteer  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  —  the  first  to  make  his  ofler  of  service  in  writing  to 
Gov.  Goodwin  —  lieutenant  of  Second  New  Hampshire  Vol- 
unteers and  brevet  brigadier  general  of  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, now  United  States  commissioner  for  the  district  of 
Massachusetts.  Charlotte  Jean,  born  in  1S35,  married 
Frank  L.  Taintor,  a  banker  of  New  York ;  she  died  in  1901. 
James  Henrv,  born  in  1837.  graduated  at  Harvard,  1860; 
died  in  1892.    Daniel  Webster,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Gen.  Wilson  died  in  Ma}-,  1881,  and  was  buried  with 
military  and  Masonic  honors. 

JOHN  WOOD. 

Hon.  John  Wood,  son  of  Judge  Ephraim  Wood,  of  Con- 
cord, Alass.,  was  born  in  1778;  came  to  Keene  in  1799; 
joined  Daniel  Watson  and  James  Mann  in  business ;  after- 
wards, for  nearly  forty  years,  "the  financial  and  substan- 
tial niem1>cr"  of  the  firm  of  A.  &  T.  Hall;  last  clerk  of 
the  proprietors  of  Keene;  state  senator,  1819-1823;  one 
of  the  most  active  and  cnterj)rising  men  of  Keene;  never 
married.    He  died  in  1856,  aged  seven tj'-cight. 

JAMES  WRIGHT. 

"Lieut."  James  Wright,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Martha 
Wright,  of  Lancaster,  Mass.,  was  born  in  1751 ;  settled  in 
Keene  in  1769,  on  the  present  Geo.  K.  Wright  farm;  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Rugg,  of  TvLassachusetts,  and,  second,  Mrs. 
Jemima  P.  Blake.  His  children  were  :  James,  born  in  1776, 
married,  1803,  Lucy  Nims,  Hved  in  Keene,  died  1851 ;  Bet- 
SQy,  born  in  1779,  married  Amos  Towne,  of  Littleton,  N.  H.; 
Martha,  born  in  1784,  married  a  Mr.  Wilder;  Polh% 
born  in  1788,  never  married;  Ephraim,  born  in  1792  and 
married  Salh-  Allen. 
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Lient.  Wright  was  a  wealthy  farmer,  owned  a  large 

tr'.'jT  of  land,  and  hi?  descendants,  to  the  fifth  generation. 
■  c  on  the  same  fann.    He  died  in  ISll,  agetl  s\xty- 

one. 

EPHR.IIM  WRIGHT. 

Ephraim  Wright,  son  of  Lieut.  Jame?,  was  born  in 
17.76;  married  Sail}'  .-^llen  of  Surry:  liTed  on  the  home- 
stead—  the  original  bouse  was  burnt  in  1817  and  tlie 
present  one  v,-as  ])ui]t  the  same  year.  His  children  were: 
George  K..  born  in  1817,  married  Xanci*  E.  I^'onard; 
Henry,  Elizabeth  j..  Lucius.  Bradley  K.,  Joseph,  Luther  K. 
and  Charles  {born  1835)., 

ISAAC  WVMAX. 

Col.  Isaac  W\-irian.  son  of  Joshua  and  Mary  (}''ollard) 
Yi'yman,  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  was  born  in  Woburn.Jan.  18, 
1724:  married.,  1747,  Sarah  Wells;  enlisted  in  December, 
1747. -as  a  private  in  the  company  of  Capt,  Eh'sha  Haw- 
ley  of  Northampton,  for  service  on  the  frontier;  in  1748 
was  clerk  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Ephraim  Williams,  Jr., 
at  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  remained  in  that  company' 
until  1752.  ri.siiicr  to  the  rank  of  sergeant;  in  1753-4,  ser- 
geant in  Capt,  Eiisha  Chapin's  company  at  the  same  fort; 
in  1755.  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Ephraim  Williams's  company; 
CD  Capt.  Wiliiarns's^  promotion  to  major,  Lieut.  Wyman 
was  made  captain  and  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
company  and  of  the  fort:  in  1756  made  a  clear  and  suc- 
cinct report  to  the  gOTcrnor  and  council  of  the  decayed 
condition  of  ti'-ie  fort;  in  1757,  had  a  companj,'  of  serentA-- 
four  men  at  Fort  Massachusetts  and  repaired  the  fort:  in 
1758-60,  was  Cieari,ng  roads,  bnilding  bridges  and  hauling 
stores  from  Stockbridce,  and  v.-as  paid  for  travel  from  Deer- 
field  to  the  ff:;rt.  and  from  the  fort  to  Boston  and  return, 
and  other  items,  as  appears  by  receipts  signed  by  him ;  in 
1760.  was  still  in  command  at  Fort  Massachusetts,  Stock - 
bridge.  West  Hoosick  and  other  places. 

lit-  came  to  Keene  in  1761  or  \try  tarly  in  1762  (his 
little  daugnter  Mary  died  here  in  May,  and  his  daughter 
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Sybil  was  born  here  in  September.  1762).  ami  bought  house- 
lots  and  iaiicis  which,  with  his  previous  purchase?,  -niade 
him  the  owner  of  nearly  three  thousand  acres  in  the  town. 
He  built,  in  that  year  (1762),  what  was  then,  doubtless, 
the  finest  house  ia  town  —  stiil  known  as  the  "old  Wyman 
tavern,"  339  Main  street,  and  kept  it  as  a  public  house 
for  nearly  thirty  years.  It  was  widely  known  as  "y*  ex- 
cellent inn  of  Capt.  WVman  in  Keeue."  As  stated  else- 
where, the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  Partinotith  col- 
lege was  held  in  the  northeast  roQ.ni  of  that  house.  Oct.  22. 
1770.  (See  pages  155-6.)  It  was  the  -iOted  liostiery  of 
this  section  in  1775.  when,  on  the  20t!i  of  April,  a  horse- 
man brought  the  tidings  of  the  slaughter  of  Americans  at 
Lexington  on  the  19th:  and  Capt.  Wyman  marched  for 
the  scene  of  action  at  the  head  of  his  company  at  sunrise 
on  the  21st.  He  was  chosen  lienienant  colonel  of  Stark"s 
regiment;  was  in  the  battle  of  Bnnker  Hill ;  was  promoted 
to  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the  northeni  arm 3-.  June  20. 
1776.  commanded  it  through  the  campaign  and  was  dis- 
charged with  his  regiment  in  Ptvember  of  that  year. 

He  held  m.any  important  town  cortices;  was  a  delegate 
to  the  convention  in  January.  1775.  for  the  choice  of  dele- 
gates to  the  Continental  congress:  vcas  representative  to 
the  general  assembly  in  Febrnar}-  of  the  same  year:  was 
one  of  the  principal  magdstrates  of  the  county  and  one  of 
the  three  appointed  in  177S  to  administer  the  oath  of 
ofnce  to  the  judges  of  the  court  in  Cheshire  county.  He 
died  March  31,  1792;  his  widow.  Sarah,  died  in  1S07. 
aged  seventy-five.  His  children  before  coming  10  Keene 
were:  Isaac,  born  in  1755.  niarried  Liicretia  Hamimond : 
Sarah,  married  Dr.  Calvin  Fridik,  of  Svcanze_v ;  Susanna, 
married  Mai.  Josiah  Willard  (third  wife^ :  Mary,  died  in 
May,  1762;  William,  died  in  November.  1765.  His  chil- 
dren after  coming  to  Keene  were:  Sybil,  bom  Sept.  3.  1762. 
died  1765;  Mary  (2d'l,  bom  in  176-3:;  Elijah,  bom  in  1766. 
married  1791.  Keziah.  daughter  of  Pea.  Henry  Ellis: 
Joshua,  bom  in  1769.  married,  17P0.  Hannah  "Willard  of 
Keene;  Roxanria.  born  in  1771.  married  William  Ward 
Blake,  who  succeeded  Col.  Wymau  in  the  old  tavern; 
William,  bom  in  Fcbniarv,  1775. 
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ISAAC  WVMAN. 

Caj)!.  Isaac  Wx-man,  son  of  Col.  Isaac  and  Sara!) 
(Wells)  VVvinan,  was  born  in  1755;  married,  1777,  Lucre- 
lia  Ilaininond,  of  Swanzej',  and  second,  in  1812,  Louisa 
Bisiiop;  lived  on  the  farm  and  built  the  house,  about  1800, 
in  west  part,  still  owned  by  his  descendants ;  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier;  captain  in  the  militia;  died  in  1835.  He  had 
eleven  children  born  between  1778  and  1802,  all  by  his 
first  wife.  His  youngest  son,  Charles,  remained  on  the 
iujmestcad. 

JOSHUA  WYMAN. 

Joshua  Wyman,  fourth  son  of  Col.  Isaac,  was  born  in 
1769;  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Maj.  Josiah  Willard, 
1790;  was  a  merchant,  the  first  to  occupy  the  brick  store 
where  the  Sentinel  l^uilding  now  stands;  was  captain  of 
Keenc  Light  Lilantrj-;  died  in  1796. 

WIT.T.IAM  WYMA.N. 

William  WynKin,  fifth  son  of  Col.  Isaac,  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1775;  w;!S  a  sea  captain;  married  Marv  Fowle, 
daughter  of  Maj.  Josiah  Ca])en,  of  Watertown,  Mass.  He 
returned  to  Keene  in  1804-5  with  a  fortune;  went  into 
trade  with  Daniel  Chapman ;  built  the  brick  store  now  the 
south  end  of  Ragle  Hotel,  the  present  c\ty  hospital  for  a 
residence  —  then  the  finest  iu  town  —  and  several  other 
ljuildings ;  owned  much  real  estate  in  Keene;  died  in  1811, 
leaving  two  daughters  in  care  of  Daniel  Bradford,  executor 
of  his  estate. 


Town  Officers. 


In  the  history  of  the  town  of  Keene  the  most  impor- 
tant officers  elected  b}'  the  town  were  the  selectmen,  the 
representatives  to  the  le<?islature,  the  moderators,  the  town 
clerks  and  the  trecisurers.  Below  will  be  found  lists  of 
those  officers,  with  the  dates  of  their  election : 

SELECTMEN. 

1753.    Ephraim  Dorman,  Michael  Metcalf.  Williani  Snieed. 
17o4.    Dea.   David  Foster,   Ephraim   Dorman,  ]\fiduiel  Metcalf,  David 
Xiins,  Xathaii  Blake. 

1755.  CapL.  Aletcalf,  David  Nims,  r>ca.  David  Foster,  Lieut.  F]jhrMim 

Domian,  Ensign  William  Smeed. 

1756.  Capt.  Michael  iletcalf,  Lieut.  Ephraim  Dorman,  Eiisi^jii  William 

Smeed,  David  Xims,  Elcazar  Sati_q;er. 

1757.  Lieut.  Seth  Heaton,  Dea.  David  Foster,  Ebenezer  Nims,  Gideon 

Ellis,  Ebenezer  Clark. 
175S.    Lieut.  Seth  Heaton,  David  Xims.  Ensign  William  Smeed,  El>enezer 
Nims,  Sergt.  Gideon  Ellis. 

1759.  David  Nims,  Lieut.  Seth  Heaton,  Gideon  Ellis. 

1760.  David  Foster,  Eleazar  Sanger,  John  French,  Lieut.  Seth  Heaton, 

Isaac  Clark. 

1761.  Thomas  Frink,  Jonah  I'rench,  Elcazar  Sanger,  Obadiah  Blake, 

Ephraim  Dorman. 

\~Ct2.    Dea.  David  Foster,    Ephraim    Dorman,    Benjamin    Hall,  Jonah 
French,  Dr.  Obadiah  Blake. 

1763.  Capt.  Isaac  Wj-man,  Jonah  French,  Benjamin  Hall,  Gideon  Ellis, 

Thomas  Baker. 

1764.  Benjamin  Hall,  Josiah  Willard,  Capt.  Isaac  Wvman. 

1765.  Capt.  Isaac  Wj-man,  Simeon  Clark,  Michael  Metcalf. 

1766.  Capt.  Isaac  Wj-man,  Simeon  Clark,  Josiah  Willard. 

1767.  Benjamin  Hall,  Josiah  Willard,  David  Xims. 

1768.  David  Nims,  Benjamin  Hall,  Michael  Aletcalf. 
1709.    Benjamin  Hall,  David  Nims,  Abraham  Wheeler. 

1770.  Timothy  Ellis,  Thomas  Baker,  Simeon  Clark. 

1771.  Da\-id  Nims,  Benjamin  Hall,  Thomas  Baker, 

1772.  Capt.   Ephraim   Dorman,   Maj,  Josi.-ib   Willard,  Thomas  Baker, 

Capt.  Isaac  W^-man,  Elijah  \Vil]ia.ras. 

1773.  .^braliam   Wheeler,  David  Nims,   Benjamin    Hall,  Seth  Heaton, 

Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr. 

1774.  Benjamin   Mall,  Elijah  Williams,  Thomas  Baker,  Timothy  Ellis, 

Josiah  Richardson. 
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1775.    Cqit.  Isa.'ic  Wvniaii,   C.-i))!.   IZpliraini  Dorinaii,  Thomas  Haker, 
lieiij.'imiij  ()S£;(>0(1.  .Mirahrtin  WlicclcT. 

1770.    Col.  Isa.-ic  Wviiirin,  CanL  [i)ii)ljak-t  Urii^j^s,  Lieut.  J(jsial)  Kichard- 

si.n,  Haiiicl  Kiujishiny,  J().se])li  J!ial;c. 
1777.    Col.  I^aac•  Wvnian,  Maj.  Tiiufiiliy  K]li.s,  Tljomas  Haker,  Daniel 

Kin^sVmrv,  Beujamin  Osc,'()od. 
177S.    Ca]il.  Jeremiah   Stiles,  Simeon  Clark,  Josiah  Richardson,  Jabcz 

Fisher.  Silas  Cooke. 
1770.    Thomas  Baker,  Dan  Ouild,  Davis  Howlett,  Timothy  Ellis,  John 

Houghton. 

1780.    Davis  Howlett,  L>an   Guild,  Reuben  Partridf^e,  John  IIoup;hton, 
Daniel  Kingsliury. 

17bl.    William  P.ariks,  Joseph  Willson,  Daniel  Xewcomb,  Jotham  Metcalf, 
Joseph  I'lake. 

1752.  William  Baid^s,  Josei)h  Willson,  .\bijah  \Vildcr,  Daniel  Kingslniry, 

Jonn  Houghton. 

1753.  Josiah  Kiehardsori,  David  Ninis,  Jr.,  Xathan  Blake,  Jr,  Jonathan 

Bi'iiley,  Timothy  Hllis. 
17.S4.    Benjamin   Hall,  Jeremiah   Stiles,  David  Nims,  Jr.,  Daniel  Kings- 
bury, Benjamin  BaJch. 

1785.  Benjamin  Hall,  Jeremi.-ih  Stiles,  Lieut.   Partridge,  Daniel  Kings- 

biir3',  Benjamin  Balch. 

1786.  Benjamin  Hall,  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Daniel  Kingsbury. 

1787.  Asa  Dunbar,  Xathan  Blake,  John  Houghton.    Asa  Dunbar  died 

Jan.  22  and  Jeremiah  Stiles  was  chosen. 
178S.    Daniel  Xewcomb,  Daniel  Kingsljnry,   Benjamin    Osgood,  Josiah 
Richardson,  Jotham  Metcalf. 

1789.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Abel   I'>lake,    ELienezer  Kobbins,    Peleg  Sprague, 

Daniel  Kingsbury. 

1790.  Jeremiah  Stiles,  Peleg  Si)rague,  Daniel  Kingsbury. 

171(1.  Jeremiah  Stiles.  Peleg  Sprague,  .\bijah  Wilder,  Hbeuezer  Kobbins,' 
I)a\-id  Foster. 

17S>2.   Jeremiah  Stiles,  Xn.ib  Cooke,  Daniel  Kingsbury. 
1703.    Lockhart  Wiilaril,  Daniel  Kingsbury,  David  Wilson. 
17'.)4-.    Elijah  Dunbar,  Abijah  Wilder,  Ebenezcr  Robbins. 
1705.    Daniel  Kingsliury.  Xathan  Blake,  Jr.,  Thomas  Baker,  Jr. 
170(.j.    Thaddeus  Maccarty,  .\l)cl  Blake,  Ebenezer  Robbins. 

1707.  Thaddeus  Alaccarty,  Lockhart  Wiilard,  Abel  Blake. 

1708.  Lockhart  Wiilard,  Ebenezer  Robbins,  Abel  Blake. 
1700.   Lockhart  Wiilard,  Abel  Blake,  Eljenezer  Robbins. 
1800.    Lockhart  Wiilard,  Aliel  Blake,  Ebenezer  Robbins. 
iSOl.    .\bei  Blake,  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  EH  Blake. 
1802.    Lockhart  Wiilard,  Eli  Blake,  Al)el  Blake. 

KS03.    Xoah  Cooke.  David  Forbes,  Eli  Blake. 
180L    Elijah  Dunlxir,  Joel  Kingsbur\-,  Lockhart  Wiilard. 
1^05.    David  Wilson,  Joel  Kingsl)ur_v,  Eli  Blake. 
ISof).    D.-ivid  Wilson,  Eli  Blake,  Joel  Kingsbnry. 

1807.  Lockhart  Wiilard,  Samuel  Diusmoor,  Silas  Perrj. 

1808.  Josiah  Wiilard,  Joel  Kingsbury,  Aaron  Hall,  Jr. 
1.S09.  Josiah  Wiilard.  Joel  Kingsl>ury,  .Varon  Hall,  Jr. 
1810.    Lockhari  Wdl.'srd,  Eli  Blake,  Albe  Cady. 
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1511.  Lockhart  WiUard,  Eli  Blake,  Phirieas  Cooke. 

1512.  Lockhart  Willard,  Daniel  Bradford,  Albe  Cady. 

1513.  Elijah  Dunbar,  Daniel  Bradford,  Albe  Cady. 
1S1-3-.  Lockhart  Willard,  Joel  Kingsbur}',  Albe  Cady. 

1515.  Lockhart  Willard.  Joel  Kingsbury.  Isaac  Parker. 

1516.  John  Wood,  Joel  Kingsbisry,  Eli  Blake. 

1517.  John  Wood,  Elijah  Dunbar,  Samuel  Bassett. 
ISIS.  John  Wood,  Samuel  Bassett,  Elijah  Dunbar. 

1519.  Jolni  Wood,  Samuel  Bassett,  Foster  Alexander. 

1520.  Foster  .\lexander,  Daniel  Bradford,  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr. 
1821.  Zebadiah  Kise,  Heurr  Goodnow,  Eliphalet  Brig-gs,  Jr. 
1S22.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Henry  Goodnow,  .Azel  Wilder. 

1823.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Henry  Goodnow,  Aze!  Wilder. 

1824.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Henry  Goodnow,  Azel  Wilder. 

1825.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr..  Henry  Goodnow,  Henry  Coolidge. 
1S26.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Henry  Goodnow,  Heury  Coolidge. 
1827.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Heury  Goodnow,  Hecry  Coolidge. 
1S2S.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Henry  Gooduow,  Henry  Coolidge. 
1S29.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Henr_v  Goodnow,  Henrj-  Coolidge. 

1830.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr.,  Henry  Coolidge,  Thomas  Thompson. 

1831.  Thomas  Thompson,  Henry  Goodnow,  Carlos  Blake. 

1532.  Thomas  Thompson,  Carlos  Blake,  Samuel  Wood,  Jr. 

1533.  Thomas  Thompson,  Carlos  Blake,  Samuel  Wood,  Jr. 

1534.  Samuel  Wood,  Jr.,  Sumner  Carpenter,  Aaron  Thompson. 
1835.  Samuel  Wood,  Jr.,  Sumner  Carpenter,  Aaron  Thompson. 
1S36.  Aaron  Thompson,  Henry  Goodnow,  George  W.  Stnrtevant, 
1837.  George  W.  Sturtevant,  Josiah  Saw_ver,  Olirer  Hohnao. 

1538.  George  W.  SturteTaiit.  Gideon  Clark,  Samuel  Wood,  Jr. 

1539.  George  W.  Sturtevant,  Gideon  Clark,  Samuel  Wood,  Jr. 
1S4-0.  Samuel  Wood.  Jr.,  Charles  Chase,  James  ButTum. 

1841.  James  Buffum.  Charles  Chase,  Abel  Blake. 

1842.  James  Buffum,  Charles  Ch.ase,  .\bel  Blake. 
1S43.  James  Buffum,  Charles  Chase,  John  IL  Fuller. 

1844.  Charles  Chase,  Samuel  Towns,  2d,  Loring  C.  Frost. 

1845.  Joshua  Wyman,  Josiah  Sawyer,  Luther  Xurse. 
184G.  Joshua  Wyman,  Josiah  Sawyer.  Kendall  Crossfield. 

1S47.  Azel  Wilder,  George  W.  Sturtevant,  Thomas  C.  Thompson. 

1S4S.  KeudaJ]  Cro-ssfield,  George  K.  Wright,  Joshua  Wyman. 

1849.  Samuel  Wood,  Caleb  Carpenter,  Lannian  Xims. 

1S50.  Josiah  Sawyer,  George  W.  Stnrterant,  Joshua  Wyman. 

1851.  Thomas  Thompson,  Eugene  S.  Ellis,  Arba  Kidder. 

1632.  .\rba  Kidder,  Eugene  S.  Ellis,  Abijah  Aletcalf. 

1853.  .Arba  Kidder,  John  X.  Draper,  Eugene  S.  Ellis. 

1854.  William  S-  Briggs,  Eugene  S.  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Clark. 

1855.  Ebenezer  Clark,  Nelson  N.  Saw3'er,  William  P.  Cochran. 

1856.  Nelson  N.  Sawyer,  Willi.am  P.   Cochran  (resigned  and  Ebe 

Clark  elected  Nor.  4),  John  Clark. 

1857.  Ebenezer  Clark,  .\rba  Kidder,  John  Clark. 


074 


HISTORY  OF  KEESE. 


l.s.'S,  libiiiozcr  Clark,  Kcminll  Crossfield,  Chnrlt-s  \.  Wilder. 

IS.'/J.  .VshJcv  Jones,  Charles  K.  \Yilder,  Kendall  Crossfield. 

IbGO.  Ebcnezer  Clark,  Nelson  N.  Sawj'er,  Elias  Joslin. 

Im".!.  .Vclsor]  .\\  Sawyer,  Georjj;e  G.  Dort,  Chester  Xims. 

\^>i2.  Nelson  .\".  Sawyer,  (icorpje  G.  Dort,  Chester  .\inis. 

1S03.  Augustus  T.  Wilder,  Chester  Nims,  Thomas  C.  Kand. 

lM>t.  Aui;nstTJs  T.  AVilder,  Chester  Xhns,  Thomas  C.  Rand. 

isr,5.  Augustus  T.  Wilder,  Chester  Xims,  Thomas  C.  Rand. 

lbG6.  Ciiester  -N'ims,  Samuel  Woodward,  William  P.  Abiiott. 

1867.  Chester  Xims,  vSannicl  Woodward,  William  P.  .\bhott. 

1S6S.  Chester  Xims,  Edwin  K.  Locke,  Stephen  Barker. 

1SG'.>.  Chester  Xims,  George  H.  Gilbert,  Charles  Kcyes. 

1S7(>.  Chester  Xims,  George  H.  Gilbert,  Charles  Keycs. 

1S71.  Georpe  H,  Gilbert,  Laiiraau  Xims,  Charles  Keves. 

1872.  William  P.  Cochran,  Lrjther  P.  Alden,  Samuel  O.  Gates. 

1>S73.  Liitlier  P.  Alden,  Sajnuel  O.  Gates,  William  P.  Cochran. 

1^-74.  (Xone  chosen.) 

KEI'KESENTATIVES. 


176S.   Josiah  Wiilard. 
1769.   Josiah  Wiilard  held  over  Irat 
did  not  take  his  seat. 
Josiah  Wiilard. 

1771.  Benjaniiii  Hall. 

1772.  RcnjajTiiri  Hall. 

1773.  Bciyaiiiin  Hall. 
1774-.  Benjtiunn  Hall. 
1775.    Isaac  Wyrnan. 

1775.  Tirnotliy  PJlisdelegateto  the 
Proviiicial  coji^^ress  at  Ex- 
eter; cboseii  iu  .April,  and 
acrain  in  Dccenil.ier. 

17  76.    Timothy  Ellis. 

1777.    Timothy  Ellis. 

177S.    Timothy  Ellis. 

177'.t.   Josiah  Richardson. 

17Sii.   Josiah  Riclsardsou. 

17S1.  Josiah  Ricliardsou. 

1782.    Dauiei  Kingsbury. 

1783. 

1  78  i.  P.enjamiji  Hall. 
1785.  Benjamin  Hall. 
17.Sti.  Jereiuiah  Stiles. 
1787.    T'.enjamin  Hall. 

Josiah  Richardson. 
17.S9.  Josiah  Kic'nards^on. 
171'0.   Jeremiah  Stiles. 

1791.  Jeremiah  Stiles. 

1792.  jeremiah  Stiles. 


1793.  Jeremiah  Stiles. 

1794-.    In  Tvlarch,  Jeremiah  Stiles. 

Aug.  25,  Daniel  Xewcomb. 
1795.    In  March,  Daniel  Xewcoinb. 

Elected  senator,  resigned. 

Sept.  28,  Jeremialj  Stiles 

choseii, 
179f).  Josiah  Richardson. 

1797.  Peleg  Sj)raij;t!c. 

1798.  Lockhart  Wiilard. 

1799.  Lockhart  Wiilard. 

1800.  Lockhart  Wiilard. 

1501.  Lockhart  Wiilard. 

1502.  Lockhart  WilL^rd. 

1503.  David  Forbes. 
1804.    Lockhart  Wiilard. 
ISOo.   Lockhart  Wiilard. 

1506.  Elijah  Dunbar. 

1507.  Samuel  Dinsmoor. 
ISOS.    Elijah  Dnnbar. 

1509.  Albe  Cady. 

1510.  Elijah  Dnnbar. 
ISn.    Albe  Cady. 
1S12.   John  Wood. 
1813.  John  Wood. 
ISl-i.   Albe  Cady. 
1815.  John  Wood. 
IS  16.  John  Wood. 
1817.   John  Wood. 
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IS  IS.    Dan  Hoiijrh. 

1519.  Dan  Hough. 

1520.  Joliu  Prentiss. 

1521.  John  Wood. 

1522.  Foster  Alexander. 

1523.  Salma  Hale. 

1524.  Joel  Parker. 

1525.  Joel  Parker.  JainesWiison, Jr. 
1S2G.  Joel  Parker,  Janjes Wilson, Jr. 
1827.   James    Wilson,  Jr.,  Henrr 

Coolids^e. 
1S2S.    Salma  Hale.JamesWilsoii.Jr. 
1829.  James    Wilson,   Jr..  Aaron 

Hall. 

1S30.    Tames    Wilson,  Jr.,  Aaron 
Hall. 

1831.  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  Eiiphalet 

Briggs. 

1832.  James  Wilsou,  Jr.,  Stephen 

Harrington. 

1833.  Azel  Wilder,  Henry  Good- 

no  w. 

1834.  Thomas  M.  Ed  wards,  James 

Wilson,  Jr. 

1835.  Henry    Coolidge,  Thomas 

Thompson. 

1836.  Thomas    M.  Edwards, 

Thomas  Thompson. 

1837.  James   Wilson,  Jr.,  Oliver 

Heat  on. 

1S3S.    Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Le\-i 
Chamberlain. 

1839.  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Benja- 

min P.  Adams. 

1840.  JamesWilson,  Levi  Chamber- 

lain. 

1841.  Sumner     Wheeler,  Aaron 

Davis.  . 

1842.  Aaron  Davis,  Isaac  Stnrte- 

vant. 

1843.  Isaac   Sturtevant,  Phineas 

Handerson. 

1844.  Salma  Hale,  Levi  Chamber- 

lain. 

1845.  Th  omas  W.  Edwards,  Sum- 

r,er  Wheeler. 

1846.  James  Wilson,  Isaac  Sturte- 

vant. 

1847.  James  Wilson,  Isaac  Sturte- 

vant, Luther  Nurse. 

1848.  Levi     Chamberlain,  Isaac 

Sturtevant,  Luther  Nurse. 


1  S49.  Phineas  Handerson,  Snnme-r 
Wheeler,  .\rha  Kidder. 

1850.  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  .Arba 
Kidder,' John  W.  Bimiey. 

1551.  John  W.  Binuey,  Francis  A. 

Faulkner,  William  S. 
Hutching. 

1552,  Levi  Chamberlain,  William 

S.  Hutcliins,  Francis  k. 
Faulkner. 

1853.  Stewart  Hastings,  Selden  F. 

White,  jehic!  Wilson. 

1854.  Stewart  Hastings, Jehiel  Wil- 

son, John  W.  Binney. 

1855.  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  Kufus 

Gates,  Caleb  Carpenter. 
1S.5G.    Thomas  M.  Edward.s,  Rufut. 
Gates.  Caleb  Carpenter. 

1 857.  Francis  S.  Fiske,  D.  W.  Buck- 

minster,  Ephraim  Foster, 
Daniel  Buss. 

1 858.  Francis  S.  Fiske,  D.  W.  Enck- 

niinsier,  Ephraim  Foster, 
lianiel  Buss. 
1S59.    Francis  A.  Faulkner,  Caleb 
T.  Buffum,  Edward  Joslin, 
Addison  Sione. 

1860.  Francis  .A,.  Faulkner,  Caleb 

T.  Buiium,  ..\ddison  Stone, 
George  Holmes. 

1861.  Levi    Chamberlain,  George 

Holmes, Edward  Edwards, 
Charles  Chase. 

1862.  George  H.  Richards,  Edward 

Edwards,  William  S . 
Briggs,  Henry  Pond. 

1863.  George  H.  Richards,  William 

S.  Briggs,  John  I.  Nestle, 
WillianT  P.' Abbott. 

1S64.  William  P.  Abbott,  Farnuni 
F.  Lane,  Henry  Willard, 
Stephen  Barker,  Samuel  O. 
Gates. 

18G.5.  F.'irnnm  F.  Lane,  Henry  Wil- 
lard, Stcjihen  Barker,  Sam- 
uel 0.  Gates,  Edward  Gus- 
tine. 


1866. 


1SG7. 


Zedckiah  S.  Barstow,  Samuel 
W.  Hale,  S.  G.  Griffin,  Miles 
S.  Buckminster,  Pembroke 
Fisher. 

Zedekiah  S.  Barstow,  Samuel 
W.  Hale,  S.  G.  GrifBn,  Miles 
S.  Buckminster,  Pembroke 
Fi.sher. 
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l.sfiS.    S.  i~.  CrifFm, Jo))i)  Hinii|ilirfy,  1872. 
Si  iloii  S.  W  illiinsiii),  Kolicrt 
\\  iisoii,  Cliarles  F)rid;,^m,ni. 
John   llum'plirey,    Solon  S. 

Willv-inson.  Robert  Wilson,  1873. 
Charles  liridtinian.  Solon 
A.  Carter.  W  illiam  French. 

1S7U.   James  Wilson.  Solon  ,\.  Car- 
ter, Wiliixiui  Fretich,  Jose])h 
R.  Real,  Kendall  C.  Scott,  1874-. 
William  P.  Cochran. 

1871.  JamesWilsoii, Josejih  R.  Real, 
Kendal!  C.  Scott,  William 
1'.  Cochran,  Charles  S. 
Faulkner,  Edward  Farrar. 


MODERATORS 

3  753. 

Benjamin  Bellows. 

17S6. 

1 754. 

Michael  Metcalf. 

17S7. 

1 735. 

Michael  Metcalf. 

17SS. 

1756. 

Michael  Metcalf. 

17S9. 

1757. 

Ebcnezer  Clark. 

1790. 

1758. 

Ebeuezer  Clark. 

1791. 

1759. 

Dea.  David  Foster. 

1792. 

1 7()0. 

Ebeuezer  Clark. 

1793. 

17fil. 

(No  record.) 

1794. 

1762. 

Dea.  David  Foster, 

1795. 

1763, 

David  Xims. 

1796. 

1  764. 

Dr.  Thomas  Frink. 

1797. 

1  705. 

Dr.  Thomas  E'rink. 

1798. 

17G6. 

CaiJt.  Issac  Wyman. 

1799. 

1707. 

Josiab  Willard. 

1800. 

17  OS. 

Da\'id  Xims. 

1801. 

1769, 

David  Xims. 

1802. 

1770. 

David  Nims. 

1803. 

1771. 

David  Xims. 

1804. 

1772. 

Thomas  Frink. 

1805. 

1773. 

Thomas  Frink. 

1806. 

1 774-. 

Thomas  Frink. 

1807. 

1 775. 

Thomas  Friuk. 

1808. 

1 776. 

David  Nims. 

1809. 

1777. 

Thomas  Frink. 

1810. 

177S. 

Col.  Isaac  Wyman. 

ISll. 

1779. 

Timothy  Ellis. 

1812. 

1  7  SO. 

Thomas  Frink. 

1813. 

17S1. 

Daniel  Kiu.cisbtiry. 

1814. 

17S2. 

Daniel  KitigsbnrTi'. 

1815. 

17S3. 

Daniel  Kingsbury. 

1S16. 

1 7S4-. 

Daniel  Kingsbury. 

1817. 

17S5. 

Daniel  Kingsbury. 

181S. 

Cli.-irlesS.  Faulkner,  E(Kvard 
K.'irrar,  'i"h(jmas  E.  Hatch, 
Samuel  Woodward,  Allen 
CiifFin,  Ira  F.  Frouty. 

Samuel  Woodward,  Allen 
Giffin,  Ira  F.  Frouty,  Asa 
Fa ir banks, George  A.  Whee- 
lock,  L»aniel  K.  Jlealej-, 
vSte])hen  D.  Osborne. 

George  A.  Wheelock, Stephen 
D.  Osborne,  Daniel  K. 
Healey,  Hiram  H.  Stone, 
George  K.  Wright,  George 
H.  Tllden,  Charles  Shrig- 
ley. 


Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Benjamin  Hall. 
Daniel  Kin.gsbury. 
Daniel  Xewcomb. 
Daniel  Kingsljury. 
Pelcg  Sprague. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Noah  Cooke. 
Daniel  Kingsburj'. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Peleg  Sprague. 
Peleg  Sjjrague. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Daniel  Newcomb. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Daniel  Kingsbury. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
Foster  Alexander. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
Foster  Alexander. 
Lockhart  Willard. 
John  Prentiss. 
Foster  Alexander. 
Foster  Alexander. 
Foster  Alexander. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


6 


1&19. 

John  Preutiss. 

1 S47. 

Le-ri  Chamberlain, 

1S20. 

James  Wilson. 

1848, 

Levi  Chamberlain. 

1S21. 

Joel  Parker. 

1849. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1S22. 

James  Wilsou,  Jr. 

1850. 

Levi  Chamberlain. 

1823. 

Joel  Parker. 

1S31. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1824. 

Joe!  Parker. 

1852. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1S25. 

Joel  Parker. 

lSa3. 

Levi  Chamberlain. 

1826. 

Joel  Parker. 

1854. 

Levi  Chamberlain. 

1S27. 

Joel  Parker. 

1855. 

George  B.  Twitchell. 

1S2S. 

Joel  Parker. 

1  S56. 

George  B.  Twitcliell. 

1S29. 

Joel  Parker. 

185  7. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1830. 

Joel  Parker. 

1858. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1S31. 

James  Wilson,  Jr. 

1859. 

Francis  A..  Faulkner. 

1S32. 

Thomas  ]M.  Edwards. 

ISGO. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1S33. 

James  Wilson,  Jr. 

1861. 

George  B.  Twitchell. 

1S34.. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1862. 

George  B.  Tvk-itchell. 

1S35. 

Henry  Coolidge. 

1863. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1S36. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1864. 

George  B.  Twitchell. 

XoO  1  . 

Thomas  ^I.  Ej"! wards. 

Fraucss  A.  Faulkner. 

1838. 

Thomas  M.  lidwards. 

1S66. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1S39. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1S67. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

184-0. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1868. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1841. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1869. 

George  B,  Twitchell. 

1842. 

Levi  Chamberlain. 

1870. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1843. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1S71. 

Fraacis  A.  Faulkner. 

1S44. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1872. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1S45. 

Thomas  M.  Edwards. 

1S73. 

Francis  A.  Faulkner. 

1846. 

Levi  Chamberlaiu. 

1874. 

George  B.  Twitchell. 

TOWN 

CLERKS 

17v=S3. 

David  Nims. 

1770. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1754. 

David  Nims. 

1771. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1  753. 

David  Xims. 

1772. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1756. 

DaTid  Xims, 

1773. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1757. 

David  Xims, 

1774. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1758. 

David  Xims. 

1775. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1759. 

David  Xims. 

1776. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1760. 

David  Foster. 

1777. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1761. 

Ephraim  Dorman. 

1778. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1762. 

Ephraim  Dorman. 

1779. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1763. 

David  Nims. 

1780. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1764. 

David  Nims. 

1781. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1765. 

David  Xims. 

1782. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1766. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1783. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1767. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1784. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1768. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1785. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1769. 

Ichabod  Fisher. 

1786. 

Asa  Dunbar. 

GTS 
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17S7.    Apa  Diniliar.   He  dieil  June 

2-  .-Mill    Jcreiniab  Stiles 

was  clioscn. 
ITSs.   Jerc-niinli  Stiles. 
1  7>'J.   Jeremiah  Stiles. 
1  TOO.   Jerctniah  Stiles. 
1791.  Jeremiah  Stiles.    Kesigued  in 

Aug^ust  and  Micah  L.tw- 

rciice  chosen. 
1  792.    Micnh  Lawrence. 

1793.  Mic.-'.li  L.Twrence. 

1794.  Locldiart  "Willard. 
i  79.").    Noah  Coolie. 
1700.  Noah  Cooke. 
1797.    Nofili  Cooke. 

1795.  Noah  Cooke. 
1799.   Noah  Cooke. 
ISOO.   Noah  Cooke. 
1801.    Noah  Cooke. 
1S02.   Noah  Coolte. 
1803.   Noah  Cooke. 
ISO}-.   Noah  Cooke. 
ISOo.    .Andrew  Bradford. 
1806.    Andrew  Bradford. 
lt!07.   John  Prentiss. 
ISOS.   John  Prentiss. 
1809.   Joliii  Prentiss. 

IS  10.   Albe  Cady. 

1811.  Albe  Cady. 

1812.  Albe  Cady. 
1S13.  Albe  Cady. 
1S14..  Albe  Cady. 
1815.    Elijah  Parker. 

1516.  Elijah  Parker. 

1517.  Elijfih  Parker. 

1818.  Elijali  Parker. 

1819.  Elijah  Parker. 
lS2*i.    Foster  Alexander. 

1821.  Foster  Ale.xnnder. 

1822.  Foster  Alexander. 

1823.  Eliphalet  Bri.ssjs,  Jr. 

1824.  Eliphalet  Brig^s,  Jr. 

1525.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr. 

1526.  Eliphalet  Briggs.  Jr. 
1827.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr. 
1S2S.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr. 
1829.   Eliphalei  Briggs,  Jr. 


1S30.  Eliphalet  Briggs,  Jr. 

1831.  George  Tilden. 

1S32.  George  Tilden. 

1833.  George  Tilden. 

lS3-j..  George  Tilden. 

183.".  George  W.  Sturte%'ant. 

1830.  George  W.  Sturtevant. 

1837.  George  W.  Sturtevant. 

1S3S.  George  W.  Stnrtevant. 

1839.  George  W.  Sturtevant. 

184.0.  vSelden  F,  White. 

1841.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1842.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1843.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1844.  -Albert  Godfrey. 

1845.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1846.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1847.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1848.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1849.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1850.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1851.  Albert  Godfrey. 
1S52.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1853.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1854.  Albert  Godfrey. 

1855.  Thomas  C,  Raud. 

1856.  Thomas  C.  Rand. 

1857.  Thomas  C.  Raud. 
1S5S.  Thomas  C.  Rand. 

1859.  Thomas  C.  Raud. 

1860.  George  H.  Tilden. 
1S61.  George  H.  Tilden. 

1862.  George  H.  Tilden. 

1863.  George  H.  Tilden. 

1864.  George  H.  Tilden. 

1865.  George  H.  Tilden. 
1S66.  George  H.  Tilden. 
1SG7.  George  H.  Tilden, 
18GS.  George  H.  Tilden. 

1869.  John  W.  Sturtevant. 

1870.  John  \V.  Sturtevant. 

1871.  John  W.  Sturtevant. 

1872.  John  W.  Sturtevant. 

1873.  John  W.  Sturtevant. 

1874.  John  W.  Sturtevant. 
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1753.  David  Xims. 

1754.  Ebenezer  Nims. 

1755.  David  Xinis. 

1756.  David  Xiins. 

1757.  •  r>avid  Xims. 
175S.    (Xo  record.) 

1759.  David  Xiius. 

1760.  David  Foster. 

1761.  (Xo  record.) 
17G2.  Ephraini  Dorn"ian. 
1763.  Epiiraim  Dorniaii. 
176!-.  Ephraini  Dorman. 
1765.  E]3hrairn  Dorrsian. 
1760.  Josiali  Willard 
1767.  (Xo  record.) 
176S.  Ichabod  Fisi^er. 

1769.  Ichabod  Fisiier. 

1770.  (Xo  record.) 

1771.  (Xo  record.) 

1772.  (Xo  record.) 

1773.  Ichabod  Fisher. 
177-1-.  Ichabod  Fisher. 

1775.  Icbaliod  Fisher. 

1776.  lchal.)0(]  Fisher. 

1777.  Ichabod  Fisjier. 
177S.  IchaV)Od  Fisher. 
1779.  Ichabod  Fisher. 

1750.  Ichabod  Fisher. 

1751.  Ichabod  Fisher. 

1752.  Ichabod  Fisher. 
1783.  Josiah  Kichardsoj'; 
17S+.  Thomas  Baher. 

1755.  Thomas  Baker. 

1756.  (Xo  record.) 

1757.  Jeremiah  Stiles. 
178S.  josiahi  Ricbardsou. 
17S£).  Jeremiah  Stiles. 

1790.  Jeremiah  Stiles. 

1791.  Abel  Blake. 

1792.  .'Vbel  Blake. 

1793.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 

1794.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 
1705.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 

1796.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 

1797.  Daoiel  Xewcomb. 

1798.  Daniel  Xesvcoinb. 
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1799.  Daniel  .Xewcomb. 

1500.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 

1501.  Daniel  Xewcora!,). 
1802.  Daniel  Xewconib. 
1^03.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 
18U4.  LJatiiel  Nev.comb. 
lS(.)o.  FJardel  Xewcomb. 
1S06,  Daniel  Xewcomb. 
1807,  Daniel  Xewcomb, 
ISOS.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 

1809.  Daniel  Xewcomb. 

1810.  Albe  Cady. 

1811.  John  Premiss, 

1812.  John  Prenti.ss. 
1S13.  John  Prentiss. 

1814.  Joh.n  Prentiss. 

1815.  Elijah  Parker. 

1816.  Elijah  Parker. 

1817.  Elijah  F^arkcr. 

1818.  Elijah  Parker. 

1819.  Elijah  Parker. 

1820.  Foster  Alexander. 

1821.  Foster  .Alexander. 

1822.  Foster  Alex.'-inder. 

1823.  Eliphalet  Briggs. 

1824.  \"otcd  not  to  choose, 

1825.  Voted  not  to  choose. 
182*k  Voted  not  to  ehoc^se. 
1.827.  Voted  not  to  choose. 

1828.  Voted  not  to  choose, 

1829.  Xoue  chosen. 

1830.  Xone  chosen. 
1S31.  Eliphalet  Briggs. 

1832.  Voted  not  to  choose. 

1833.  Voted  not  to  choose. 
18,34.  \'oted  not  to  choose. 

1835.  Voted  not  to  choose. 

1836.  \'ote<i  not  to  choose. 

1837.  Voted  not  to  choose. 

1838.  Voted  not  to  choose. 

1839.  Voted  not  to  choose. 

1840.  Timothy  Hall. 

1841.  Timothy  Hall. 

1842.  Timothy  Hall. 

1843.  Thomas  H.  Leverett. 

1844.  Thomas  H,  Leverett. 
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IS-J").  j.-imcs  JI.  Willi.'ims. 

ISifj.  J,-uiics  H.  Williams. 

•IS4-7.  Thomas  H.  LcTcrctt. 

1S4-S.  ;;el)ina  Xewcll. 

1S49.  Zcbiiia  Xcwdl. 

lsr>0.  Thomas  H.  Lercrctt. 

1S51.  Thomas  H,  Levfrett. 

1S51'.  Zcbina  Newell. 

1S53.  Thomas  H.  Lcveretl. 

185-1-.  Zeliiiia  Xewell. 

ISrif).  Zehiiia  Newell. 

1850.  Gcori;o  W.  Tiltlen. 

1857.  Koyal  IT.  Porter. 

185S.  George  \V.  Tilden. 

1S59.  Roval  H.  Porter. 


1800.  Koyal  H.  Porter. 

18C1.  Royal  H.  Porter. 

18r,2.  Koyal  H.  Porter. 

18G3.  George  W.  Tilden. 

186+.  Geor;,'e  \V.  TikJen. 

1805.  Thomas  H.  Leverett. 

1866.  Thomas  H.  Leverett. 

1867.  George  W.  Tilden. 

1868.  Royal  H.  T'ortcr. 

1869.  Royal  H.  Porter. 
1S70.  Royal  H.  Porter. 

1871.  George  \V.  Tilden. 

1872.  Heury  0.  Coolidge. 

1873.  Henry  0.  CooHdge. 

1874.  None  chosen. 
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COMPRISING  EVENTS  OF  INTEREST  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  KEENE  FROM  1874  TO  I'JO-t. 
BY  FRANK  H.  WHITCOMB. 


(The  events  arc  separated  by  leaders  (  ).    TJates  hy  months  and  liays  arc 

given  wherever  practicable,  and  apply  only  to  the  evetits  with  which  they 
appear. ) 

1874. 

March  10,  city  gOTernment  adopted;  Klaj  5,  citj'  government  organ- 
ized;  Horatio  Colon}-,  first  maj'or  Kcene  Public  Library  estnblislied. 

 Invalids'  Home  incor[)orated  New  Baptist  church  built  Voting 

population:   Ward  1,  44-0;  ward  2,  254;   ward  3,  414;  ward  4,  298; 

ward  5,  294  June  13.  death  of  Henry  C.  Handcrson,  postmaster  

Patent  issued  to  Francis  A.  Perry,  master  uiechauic  of  Cheshire  Railroad 
Company,  for  an  improved  spark-arrester  and  consumer  for  locomotives 

and  portable  engines  Gratuity  of  $1(30,000  voted  to  the  Manchester 

&  Keene  Railroad  Corporation  Aug.  IG,  murder  of  Allen  A.  Craig  

Sept.  5,  Mrs.  Lj-dia  M.  Handcrson  ap])ointed  postmaster  Cheshire 

Chair  Company,  which  commenced  business  in  January,  1869,  and 
removed  to  the  Hope  mills  (now  T'caver  mills)  in  1872,  enlarged  its 

plant  and  established  a  branch  store  in  Philadelphia,  Pctin  Mechanical 

fire  alarm  attached  to  bell  in  city  hall  building  at  an  expense  of  $100. 

1875. 

Horatio    Colon}',    mayor  Keene    Humane    Society  organized  

Citizens  National  bank  established  .Jan.  3,  Kendall  C.  Scott,  formerly 

editor  of  the  Peterboro  Transcript,  died  Keene  Public  Library  formally 

surrendered  to  the  cit}-  Feb.  2,  and  first  books  issued  July  10  Februarj', 

big  load  of  four-foot  wood  photographed  by  J-  A.  French,  eleven  and  one- 
fourth  cords  March  2,  brilliant  meteor  observed  at  11.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

 April  12,  J.  S.  Taft  &  Co.'s  pottery,  Water  street,  destroyed  b}'  fire  

May  1,  death  of  Thomas  M.  Edwards,  lawyer  and  ex-congressman,  aged 

seventj'-nine  years,  four  mouths  May  11,  $50,000  appropriated  by 

Union  school  district  for  a  new  high  school  building  May  20,  new 

Baptist  church  dedicated  July  3,  grounds  of  the  Keene  Driving  Park 

Association  opened  to  the  public  June  5,  a  five  }-cars  old  son  of  Frank 

Harmon  fatally  burned  in  the  Bouvier  house  on  Howard  street;  Peter 
Bouvier's  son,  aged  four  years,  died  the  daj'  following,  the  children  hav- 
ing set  the  fire  with  matches  June  14,  eight  freight  cars  loaded  with 
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cf)iii  cnnie  into  Kccnc  from  Troy,  ck\xi)  miles  in  fourteen  inimitcs,  rui 

t-iiLririt:  c;inL;li1.  Hit  (.nrs  licyoiid  tlie  Cheshire  tannery  on  fjrade  June  20, 

hi^l)  s(.l/.i.il   IvC])l   in  city  hnii;  work  of  dcniolisliiiijo;  the  olci  nciidemy 

!)uil(!in'^  coinuienccil  Citizens  National  bank  eommeneed  bnsiucss  Nov. 

1  Xi>v.  20,  Woodlinry's  furniture  sLop  on  Beaver  brook  and  adjoining 

shop  destroyed  !iy  fire  Nov.  lil,  Sally  Ann   Parker,  widow  of  lilijali 

Parker,  died  in  her  nincty-fourtli  year,  the  oldest  person  but  one  in  town; 
she  was  a  dauijhier  of  Parson  Hall  and  the  last  of  a  once  distin^jtnslied 

family  in  this  part  of  the  state  bcc.  Ki,  death  of  Lj'dia  M.  Hander- 

son ;  Tlioinus  E.  Hatch  appointed  actiiiij  i)0stmaster  L)ee.  27,  fiftieth 

anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the  church  connected  witli  the  Keene 
Con.i^rcijatioiial  Society  (Unitarian.) 

1S76. 

Edward  Parrnr,  mayor  Alarch  16,  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 

institution  of  Beaver  Brook  Lod.i^e,  I.  0.  O.  P.;  new  liall  in  Ball's 
liiock  dedicated  \pril  19,  death  of  Sajnnel  Woodward,  aj^ed  seventy- 
three  May  W,  death  of  William  P.  Wheeler  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  a-^'cd 

si.\ty-tiiree  Asa  Smith    appointed    postmaster. .,...Ma\'  23,  death  of 

Cliarles   Lamsoii,  a!:;ed  <cvcnty-scvcn  May         mysterious  death  of 

Alvin  C.  Foster  May  31,  Prank  H.  Starkweather,  city  clerk,  died, 

aged  twenty-six  years  .June  IS,  Templar  burial  service  read  at  the 

Second  Congregational  church  over  remains  of  John  A.  Duren,  aged 
forty-four  years  Jnly  3,  Charles,  son  of  Nelson  N.  Sawyer,  fatally  in- 
jured while  firin>^  a  cannon  at  Holyoke,  Mass  Julj'  4,  celebration  of 

the  tooth  ainiiversary  of  American  independence.    Rev.   William  Ornc 

White,  orator  of  the  daj'  July  -2,  death  of  es-Gov.   William  Haile, 

ai^ed  sixtj-nine  Julj  2S,  John  0.  Smith,  fireman  on  the  Cheshire  rail- 
road, instantly  killed  at  the  bridge  over  the  Ashnelot  river,  west  of 

Keene  station  I  S-,  police  force  strengthened  by-  organizing  fifty 

returned  soldiers  for  special  service,  to  prevent   Manchester  &  Keene 

railroad  riot  Sept.  4.  fiftieth  anniversarj-  reception  tendered  to  Cajit. 

Samuel  Towue  iind  wife  at  Second  Congregational  church  Oct.  1,  Rev. 

Willi.'im  O.  White,  for  twenty-five  years  pastor  of  the  Keene  Congrega- 
tional (Unitarian)  Society,  granted  a  leave  of  absence  for  a  European 

tour  Woodland  cemetery  enlarged  Dec.  4,  new  high  school  building 

dedicated:  James  I'owell,  principal  Memorial  window  placed  in  St. 

Janics'  clmreli  in  memtjry  of  the  late  Hon.  William  P.  Wheeler,  LL.  D. 

1S77. 

Edward   Farrar,  mayor  Feb.  26,  death  of  Miss  Julia   Hall,  in 

Boston  March    10,  in   Chicago,  111.,  death  of   Lncian    Tilton,  chief 

t-nginecr  in  the  construction  of  the  Cheshire  railroad  Patent  granted 

to  John  k.  Wright  for  impervious  oil  caljinct  March  28,  Dorcas  Balch, 

aged  seventy-eight  vears,  fatally  burned  Franklin  W.  Hooper  elected 

principal  of  high  school  April  23,  death  of  Lewis  Campbell,  aged 

seventy-fivc  years,  formerly  register  of  deeds  May,  death   of  George 

W.  1  *crry.  fonncrlv  ninsttr  mechanic  of  the  Cheshire  railroad  Kecnc 
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Public  Library  removed  from  Colony's  ))!ack  to  Warren's  block  Ma}-, 

Blake  &  IMasoii  published  a  city  directory  June  G,  a  seven  ^rcars  old 

soil  of  John  Dee  drowned  in  the  Ashuclot  riTer  July  0,  Ilcnr^-  Ames 

and  Henry  Lawler  killed  while  preparin;;^  to  move  the  Dr.  Twitcliell 
bouse  on  Main  street  July,  Lanison  block  erected  Aiiij.  27,  forma- 
tion of  Keeiie  Light  Guard  decided  upon  November,  iron  bridge  over 

the  Ashiielot  river  oh  Island  street  constructed  Thursday,  Nov.  22. 

St.  James'  church  consecrated  by  Rt.  Kev.  Bishop  Niles  Pec.  .^>,  mon- 
arch elm  on  James  Donnelly's  premises  felled;  height,  ciglitj'-five  feet;  girth 
one  foot  from  the  grouiKl,  twenty  and  one-h.alf  feet ;  twenty-eight  feet 
from  ground  190  grains  or  3'early  grovvrhs  were  counted. 

1S78. 

Keubeu  Stewart,  mayor  .Jan.  7,  Unity  Lodge.  Xo.  40,  L  O.  ().  F. 

instituted  -Jan.  4,  Taft's  pottery-  destroyed  liy  fire  April  1,  Kceiie 

High  School  Alumni  .Association  formed  .\pril  17,  Keene  Light  Guard 

battalion  organized  Population,  war<l  1,  1,592,  ward  2,  9i)1  ;  ward 

3,  1,473;  ward  4,  1,133;  ward  5,  1,299;  total  G,4SS  May  2,  W.'irren 

J.  Masou  killed  in  the  passenger  depot  1>y  lieiiig  knocked  oft'  a  freight 

train  by  the  arch  Jnb^  22,  Louis  Carpenter  drowned  in  P>eavcr  brook 

reservoir  Nov.  3,  Rev.  ^Yi^^^^In  O.  White  resigned  pastorate  of  twenty- 
seven  3'ears  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon  Dec.  1.  last  spike  of  the 

Manchester  &  Keene  railroad  driven  by  lion.  S.amuel  W.  Hale  Dec.  2, 

first  passenger  car  passed  over  Manchester  &  Keene  railroad  .J.  B. 

Elliot  &  Sons  built  a  mowing  machirse  fnctorj'  at  South  Keene  Feb. 

13,  thirtieth  anniversary  of  Deluge  Engine  Company-  held  at  citj-  hall. 

1879. 

Reuben  Stewart,  raaj-or  Fe1>.  G,  death  of  George  W.  Tilden,  aged 

fifty-uitie,  and  Joseph  R.  Beal  elected  cashier  of  the  Keene  National  bank. 
......Eugene  C.  Ramsdell  resigned  leadership  of  Keene  Brass  band  and 

Theodore  Allen  appointed  leader  March  11,  women  have  the  first 

opportunity  to  vote  in  school  district  aflairs ;  Mrs.    khhy  Bickford 

elected  a  raemVjcr  of  the  board  of  education  March  IS,  Samuel  Ham, 

who  was  run  over  by  a  Connecticnt  River  railro.ad  train,  died  -May, 

Greenlawn  Cemetery  Company  organized ;  Caleb  T.  Buffum,  president  

Ma\'  22,  death  of  Hon.  Francis  h.  Faulkner,  aged  fifty-four  _vears  -June 

27,  Taft's  pottery  warehouse  on  Main   street  struck  by  lightning  and 

destroj'-ed  b^-  fire,  loss  $20,000  P.ell  teiephojies  placed  in  bu.siness  and 

private  houses  Street  letter  boxes  erected  -July  28,  Hon.  Charles  S, 

Faulkner  died,  aged  sixt}'  years  Sept.  15,  Michael  Pole}',  aged  nine 

years,  killed  on  Cheshire  tracks  near  the  freight  depot  Prescott,  tlic 

artist,  painted  a  portrait  of  Gov.  Samuel  Dinsmoor  for  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire  and  a  portrait  of  Gen.  James  Wilson  for  citizens  of  Keene  to 
l>e  placed  in  the  cit}-  hall.     The  latter  was  presented  Nov.  13,  at  city 
hall,  by  Gen.  S.  G.  GrifBn  for  the  donors,  and  Gen.  Wilson  responded...... 

Mechanical  fire  alarm  striker  attached  to  bell  on  city  hall- 


0S4- 


niSTOA'V  OF  KEENE. 


1880. 

Horntio  Kimh.'ill,  may'>r  John   M.   Donovan,  wliilc  operating  a 

Clicsliirc  r.nilroad  snowjilow,  on  Jan.  1,  was  killed  hy  a  blow  on  the  head. 

 J:in.  1!7,  death  of  Dauphin  W.  P.ucliminster,  rei^ister  of  probate  since 

1S71  Feb.  2.  death  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  McCrae,  nearly  ninetj'-four  years 

of  a!,'e  find  the  oldest  person  in  the  city;  her  husband,  a  veteran  of  the 

war  of  1812,  died  three  jxars  before,  aj^cd  ninety  February,  Henry  0. 

Coolidgc  .-!)ii)oiute<l  register  of  jirobatc  Keene  Cominandcry,  No.  90, 

IJ.  O.  G.  C,  or;,^-lnized  Feb.  13,  John  Sed-wiek  Post,  No.  4,  G.  A.  R., 

revived;  Col.  John  W.  B.'ibbttt,  commander;  post  first  organized  Feb.  3. 

ISGS,  dormant  since  Sept.  5,  1S72  Hale  &  Sturtevant  manufactured 

from  2.')f>  to  300  suits  of  furniture  per  week  at  Ashuelot  mills  Keene 

Brass  Ij.-uid  uniformed  as  the  Second  Regiment  band  by  the  state  

March,  Josiah  Parsons  Cooke  died  in  Boston;  he  was  son  of  Noah 
Cooke,  who  died  at  his  house  on  West  street  in  1829  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  and  brother  of  Noah  R.  Cooke,  who  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead on  West  street,  in  1872  March  11,  death  of  Dea.  Elisha  Kand, 

aged  eight3--fiYC  years,  a  native  of  Hopkinton,  ATass.,  but  nearly  a  life 
long  resident  of  Kccnc,  one  of  the  founders  of  Ibc  Second  Congregational 

clmrch  and  society  March  24-,  Clarke's  block  destroyed  by  fire  

March   25,  paint  sh(jp  of    Keene  Chair    Company  fit  South  Kccnc, 

destroyed  by  fire  March  26,  the  First  Congregational  society  gave  a 

supper  to  the  firemen,  as  a  thank  ofFeriug  and  in  appreciation  of  the 
g.allant  services  rendered  by  the  fire  department  on  Wednesday  night, 

iMarch   24  A))rii  29,  one  of  the  familiar  landmarks  of  West  street, 

"the  old  Cooke  house,"  oppa.site  the  head  of  School  street,  taken  down. 
 May  7,  Madam  Elliot,  widow  of  John  Elliot,  died  in  the  ninety- 
fourth  yenr  of  her  age,  at  the  house  on  Main  street  where  she  had  lived 
for  sixty-five  years. ......Maj-  20,  Frank  M.  Chapin  ordained  to  the  min- 
istry as  a  missionary  to  North  -China,  in  the  Second  Congregational 

church  Citj'  councils  passed  a  new  fire  precinct  ordinance  In  May, 

Gideon  E.  Ixre,  Fred  W.  Dodge  and  George  R.  S]jencer  were  tried  for 
murder  of  Alvin  C.  Foster  and  acquitted.    A  negro  namfcd  Hamilton  had 

previous!}'  been  arrested  for  the  crime  but  was  not  tried  May  28, 

Stephen  Preston  Ruggies,  the  well  known  inventor,  died  at  Lisbon  and 
his  remains  were  lirought  to  Keene  for  burial;  he  invented  the  Ruggles 
printing  press,  the  first  of  machine  presses,  and  the  raised  alphabet  for 

the  blind;  was  a  writer  on  the  subject  of  mechanical  education  .June 

2,  stockholders  of  Cheshire  railroad  voted  to  accept  lease  of  the  Monad- 
nock  road  agreed  upon  by  the  directors  Population,  Ward  1,  1,732; 

ward  2,  1,091 ;  ward  3,  1,479;  ward  4,  1,163;  ward  5,  1,322;  total, 6,789; 
increase  since  1S70  of  SIS.  (Population  since  the  first  census  was  taken  : 
1775,  756;  1700,  1,314;  1800,  1,645;  1810,  1,046;  1S20,  1.895;  1830, 
2,374;  1840,  2,G11;  18,50,  3,392;  1S60,  4,320;  1870,  5,971;  1880,  6,789; 

1890,  7,44(5;  1900,9,105)  .July  1 ,  new  council  rooms  completed  in  city 

liall  iniildiiig  .July  26,  M.  A.  Bailey,  of  Middlctovvn,  Conn.,  elected 

principal  of  the  high  school  Aug.  12,  Deluge  engine  house  removed 

from  St.  j,-imcs  street  to  Vernon  street  lot  City  hall  reiskodcled,  stage 
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and  gallery  added  Aug.  25,  death  of  William  P.  Abbott,  aj^ed  sixty- 
nine  years  September,  J.  H.  Stilhnan  &  Co.  commenced  the  inanxa- 

facTure  of  misses'  and  ladies'  boots  and  shoes  in  the  Ashuelot  shoe 

factory  on  Leverett  street  September,  Manchester  &  Keene  railroad 

finished  Nov.  9,  Hope  steam  mills  property'  sold  to  Barrett  Ripley  for 

$50,000  Nov.  5,  there  lay  dead  in  Keene  four  old  people,  Mr.  Ashley 

Mason,  Mr.  Carlton  Parker,  Mr.  Louis  Howe  and  Mrs.  Louisa  Holman, 
each  leaving  a  partner  in  life  and  ail  of  them  ha\-ing-  celebrated  their 
golden  weddings  November,  Clarke's  brick  block  completed  Novem- 
ber 22,  death  of  Elijah  Holl)rook,  aged  seventy-two  j-e.'irs,  formerlj'  pro- 
prietor of  the  Cheshire  House  December,  Burdctt  chair  factory  built. 

 "Liberty  Hall"  o]^ened  in  Clarke's  block,  Dec.  2S,  by  K.  L.  G.  bat- 
talion. 

1881. 

Ira  W.  Kiisscll,  maj'or  .Jan.  2,  Nelson  .4.  Bartlett  killed  near  the 

"  Gulf  bridge,"  aged  twenty-six  j-ears  Jan.  G,  Mrs.  Lizzie  M.  Converse 

elected  librarian  of  the  Keene  Public  Libran.'  Jan.  13,  the  new  city 

hall  opened  to  the  public  Beaver  mills  incuqiorated  Ashuelot  shoe 

factory,  Leverett  street,  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  evening  of  Feb. 
22;  $1000  reward  ofiered  by  the  New   Hampshire  Fire  Underwriters' 

Association  for  the  convicticm  of  the  incendiary  .\pril,  Keene  Public 

Library  removed  to  the  north  store  in  the  city  hall  building  ,J.  Mason 

Reed  removed  his  box  factory  business  from  Westport  to  Beaver  mills  

May  29,  Gen.  James  Wilson  died,  aged  eighty-four  years  -June  22,  set- 
tees placed  in  Central  park  John  J.  Allen,  Jr.,  appointed  special  justice 

of  the  police  court  Buckley  H.  Stone,  a  pensioner  of  the  war  of  1812, 

died  June  2*1-,  aged  eightj'-four  years  Juh',  High  School  Cadets  sup- 
plied with  guns  -July  '7,  license  granted  J.  W.  Peck  &  Co.,  to  erect 

telephone  poles  and  wires  in  the  streets  and  highways  of  the  city  

Appropriation  made  for  the  ]Durchase  of  an  Araoskeag  steam  fire  engine 

 Vulcanized  Can  Companj'  commenced  the  manufacture  of  cans  and 

packages  .Joseph  B.  Abbott  appointed  special  police  justice  A  private 

hospital  opened  on  Water  street,  by  Drs.  Twitchell  and  Bridgman  

Keene  telephone    exchange  located  in    Nims'  block  July  21,  severe 

thunder  storm,  lightning  struck  A.  B.  Skinner's  house  on  Roxbury  street 
and  water  main  in  street  was  torn  for  a  distance  of  six  or  eight  hun- 
dred feet  Sept.  1,  old  Lamson  tanner3-  buildings  removed,  nearly  100 

years  old  -^ug-  24,  Daniel  R.  Calef,  ticket  agent  and  manager  of  the 

Western  Union  Telegraph  office,  died,  aged  fort3'-four  years,  and  Charles 

H.  Cutter  appointed  manager  of  the  Western  Union  office  Aug.  24, 

George  F.  Starkweather  died,  aged  sixty-six  years  September,  new 

exit  for  city  hall  constructed  Sept.  5,  dark  day,  impossible  to  read  at 

noon  without  a  light  Cheshire  County  Telephone  Company'  formed, 

telephone  lines  to  South  Keene  and  Marlboro  completed  Passenger  and 

postal  cars  biiilt  by  the  Cheshire  Railroad  Company  in  the  Keene  shops. 

 Keyes'  block  (built  in  1833)  enlarged  Nov.  12,  John  A.  Thaj-er, 

jeweller,  died,  aged  sixtj'-three  years  Charles  K.  Colony  opened  the 

first  silo  for  preserving  ensilage  constructed  hereabouts,  Nov.  22,  in  the 
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presence  of  sonic  iliirt}-  fnrnicrs  Dec.  1 ,  S.  S.  Wilkinson  &  Co.  removed 

their  lirirni'ss  luisiness  to  tlic  iicu-  fnctory  in  rear  of  Lamson  block  Mr. 

C.  H.  CuLtcr  rttnoved  to  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  Fred  II.  Cove  took  charj^e 

of  tlie  Western    Union  Telc^jrapli   ofRee  Kecne  Gas  Li^fht  Company 

erected  new  works  at  a  cost  of  if", 000,  clianfjed  the  rnctliod  of  making 

gns  and  reduced  the  ]3ricc  to  $3.00  a  thousand  feet  A  larye  vvahnit 

tree  cut  down  near  Asa  Cole's,  liaviuR  125  clearly  defined  rin^js  Dec. 

.S,  death  of  l>r.  Thomas  B.  Kittredge,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  j-ears, 

one  of  the  foiniders  of  St.  Jaines'  parish  Dec.  16,  new  sclioolhouse  on 

P;irk  a\enuc  dcfiicated  hy  District  No.  10,  the  l)ell  being  a  ]3rcscnt  to 
the  district  from  John  Symonds  and  a  strij)  of  additional  land  the  gift 
of  several  geutlcraen. 

1882. 

Ira  W.  Russell,  mayor  .Jan.  8,  Rev.  J.  A.  l/Cach  resigned  pastorate 

of  Second  Congregational  chnrch.    Had  been  installed  Sept.  IG,  1S69  

Jan.  17,  defitli  of  Dr.  Ira  F.  J^ronty  March,  City  I'hysician  Rridgman 

vticcinated  550  citizens  March  21,  death  of  Peter  K.  Hay  ward,  at  the 

age  of  sixtj'-two  years  Vulcanized  Can  Conij)any  removed  to  brick 

shop  on  Mechanic  street  April  7,  Henry  C.  Maxham,  a  well  known 

Fnllman  car  conductor  and  son-in-law  of  Master  Mechanic  Francis  A. 
Perry,  fell  from  his  train  and  was  killed,  while  nearing  Danhurj',  N.  H., 

a^ed  tl!iri3'-five  years  April,  W.  A.  Barrett  and  L.  P.  Alden  opened  a  new 

lirick  3'ard  in  rear  of  the  Robinson  ]}lacc,  on  Main  street  William  W. 

Tovvne,  for  twelve  years  in  Knovvlton  &  Stone's  hardware  store  and 
later  of  the  firm  of  Townc  8c  Jackson,  died  April  23,  aged  thirty-seven 

years  June,  .-\shiiclot  mills  enlarged  and  the  manufacture  of  hard  wood 

liirnltnre  commenced  June  17,  old  building  north  of  Lamson  block 

torn  down  to  be  replaced  hy  a  tliree-storj'  brick  Imilding  for  the  use  of 
the  Keene  Five  Cents  Savings  bank  and  Messrs.  Woodbur^'  &  Howard. 

 -Jnly  22,  three  indi.in  skeletons  unearthed  at   H.   M.   Darling's  on 

upper  Court  street  and  taken  in  charge  hy  the  Kccnc  Natural  History 

Society  Aug.  2+,  Col.  George  E.  AVaring  presented  jilan  for  S3'stem  of 

sewers  to  cost  $85,000  and  it  was  adopted. .....The  Victor  Wringer  Com- 

[).any  commenced  manufacture  of  wringers  on  Mechanic  street  Aug. 

21,  dwelling  house  of  George  M.  Goweu  on  Madison  street  burned  to  the 

ground,  his  three  vcars  old  danghter  perishing  in  the  flames  L.  W. 

Holmes  resigned  the  office  of  cit3-  solicitor,  to  remove  to  Washington, 

D.  C,  and  John  T.  Abbott  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  Aug.  28, 

Wes]e3-  i..  Kirk,  aged  seventeen  3ears,  drowned  while  bathing  in  the 
Ashuclot  river  Sept.  24-,  a  freshet,  highest  for  fifteen  years,  submerged 

'   Main  street  near  the  potlerv,  Winchester  street  below  the  bridge,  Surry 

road,  Water,  Church,  Island,  Pearl,  Ralston  and  Emerald  streets  

Cljcshire  railroad  constructed  a  coal  dump,  the  platform  storing  4,000 

tons  Sept.  30,  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  B.  F.  Foster   celebrated  their  golden 

wedding  November,  execution  issued  against  the  city  in  the  Manches- 
ter &  Keene  railroad  suit,  for  $160,588.30;  the  city  issued  bonds  at 

4',4  to  the  amount  of  .$100,000  Samuel  W.  Hale  elected  governor  of 

Ne%v  Hampshire  Dec.  24,  death  of  Horatio  k.  Nelson,  a  Montreal 

millionaire,  said  to  have  Ijeen  born  here  in  1S16. 
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18S3. 

Horatio  Kimball,  ma3'or  Jan.  2,  the  jndgrnient  in  the  Mriiichester 

&  Kcene  railroad  suit  ]iaid,  amounting  to  S162,S09.76  Jan.  3,  (le.ith 

of  Xclson  Morse  in  his  seventT-tliircl  j-ear  Jan.  l-t,  Calista,  widow  of 

H<iii.  Hciir3'  Coolidge,  died  in  her  iiinetT-second  I'car  Marcli  30,  Wood- 
bury's principal  mill  aud  machioerj-  destroyed  Iiy  fire  and  work  of 

rebnildinp;  commeneed  May,  connections  made  with  the  new  Waring 

sewer  Rell  placed  in  tower  of  Second  Congrcgfatiooal  church  June  4, 

Dea.  John  Clark  died  at  the  age  of  eightj'-two  years  Pargetiiied  Can 

Company  and  the  Vulcanized   Ctm  Company  formed  the  Iiiiperviotis 

Package  Company  .June  L'3,  John  J.  Allen,  register  of  deeds,  resigned 

after  a  twentj-  ^'cars'  term  of  .service  and  Charles  C.  Biiffnm  was  appointed 

to  the  office  .J,  S.  Taft  &  Co.  put  in  a  new  kiln  for  finishing  decorated 

pottery  and  placed  Wallace  L.  King,  the  artist,  in  charge  of  this  depart- 
ment Se[)t.  13,  Misses  Laura  B.  and  Kate  L.  Tilden  opened  a  school 

for  young  ladies,  at  their  home  on  West  street  Aug.  20,  Cheshire 

Honse  block  on  Roxbury  street  destroyed  hy  fire  Aug.  25,  Amoskeag 

steamer,  No.  1,  given  its  first  trial  on  Central  square;  cost  of  engine, 

$3,620.27  Aug.  23,  an  independent  steamer  company  organized,  the 

members  to  serve  without  pay  ^ug.  IS,  death  of  Salmon   W' right, 

formerly  for  many  jears  steward  of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  aged  seventy-three 

years  Sept.  11,  Waring  sewer  system  conijjlcted  aud  accepted  1)3'  the 

city  Oct.  5,  death  of  John  E.  Colon3',  aged  fifty-two  years  Cheshire 

House  three-story  brick  block  built  Nov.  18,  seventA'-fifth  meridian  time 

adopted  and  regulators  changed  to  the  new  standard,  about  sixteen 

minutes  slower  than  the  ]?revious  Boston  time  Sale  of  railroad  bonds, 

$102,410;  sewer.'ige  bonds,  $71,017;  cost  of  sewers  to  date,  $80,000. 
 Kecne  Guaranty  Savings  bank  established. 

1884. 

Horatio  Kimball,  mayor  .Jan.  1,  Cheshire  County  Telephone  Com- 
pany passed  into  the  hands  of  the  New  Kngland  Telephone  and  Tele- 
graph Company;  k.  M.  Nims,  local  manager  Feb.  23,  Ashuelot  mills 

burned,  loss  $75,000  March  24,  death  of  John  J.  Holbrook,  aged 

thirty-nine  ^-ears  April  27,  death  of  Theodore  J.  French,  for  seven- 
teen years  a  merchant  in  Kecne  May,  old  Cheshire  county  jail  (erected 

in  1833)  torn  down;  glass  factory  lot  purchased  and  contract  made  for 

building  new  jail  with  Foster  Brothers  for  about  $25,000  June  9, 

death  of  Seloman  Edwards,  caused  by  falling  from  a  derrick  at  the 

Hum])hre3'  machine  shop  June  10,  a  large  elm  tree  on  the  Page  place, 

Washington  street,  an  old  landmark  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  cnt 

down  .June  20,  death  of  John  J.  Allen,  Jr.,  editor  of  the  Sentinel  1853 

-4,  aged  sixty-six  years  Juh-  9,  the  "old  town  brook"  discontinued  as 

a  public  sewer  and  150  property  owners  ordered  to  connect  with  the 

sewerage  system  July  IS,  death  of  Henry  Colonj',  ag-ed  sixty -one  3'ears. 

 -^iig.  7,  Shaw  Brothers  shoo  business  and  factory  to  be  erected  ex- 
empted from  taxation  for  a  term  of  years;  Keene  Improvement  Company 
formed;    capital  stock  $15,000;    new    shoe   factor3'  built   by  Foster 
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Brothers  for  .f!12,r)0(»,  on  Dunbar  street  Sept.  7,  death  of  Charles  C. 

Weljster,  the  oldest  rneml)er  of  the  Cheshire  county  bar,  a^^ed  seventy- 
four  years  \t)vcinber,  (1.  II.  Tilden  &  Co.  manufactured  shoe  boxes  for 

use  at  the  new  shoe  factor}';  the  old  T-witchell  house  used  for  the  pur- 
pose Doc.  IS,  death  of  Dea.  Simeon  liallou,  aged  seventy-three  3'ears. 

 Dec.  26,  death  of  Annie  J.  Brown,  aged  sixteen  years,  at  Ingalls  rail- 
road crossing  on  West  street. 

1885. 

Alfred  T.  Batchcldcr,  mayor  Charles  Jl.  Herscy  first  elected  city  audi- 
tor Jan.   2'1 ,  nciv  jail  completed,  Jonas  C.  Kice,  jailor  February, 

steamer  house  finished  and  accepted  by  the  city  Feb.  10,  death  of  George 

Kingsbury,  aged  sixty-six  years  City  fireproof  vault  built  March  4, 

death  of  Dr.  Algernon  S.  Carjjenter,  aged  seventy  3'ears  March  28, 

death  of  Job.n  Symonds,  aged  sixty -eight  j-ears,  his  bequest  to  the  city  es- 
timated at  from  thirty  to  fort}:  thousand  dollars  March  21,  the  Chesh- 
ire Tanning  Comi>any  organized,  capital  stock  $100,000  Nov.  16,  dis- 
trict fire   alarm   telegraph  adopted  .May   3,  death    of  Councilman 

Charles  R.  Nims,  aged  tliirtN'-thrce  years  Keene  National  bank  build- 
ing raised  and  rooms  fitted  up  for  tiie  telephone  exchange  Ma}'  18, 

death  of  Edwin  G.  Metcalf,  aged  eighty  years  .June  S,  schoolhouse  lot 

on  Elliot  street  purchased  for  .$2,000  and  Main  street  lot  .sold ;  $8,000 

appropriated  for  construction  of  Elliot  school  building  .June  14,  death 

of  Albert  Kingsbury,  aged  seventv'-thrce  3'ears  -July  15,  Cheshire  loco- 
motives all  changed  to  coal  burners  -Jiib'  Barnum's  elephant  Al- 
bert shot  1)3'  the  Kcene  Light  Guard  battalion  on  the  banks  of  the  Ash- 

uelot  August,  1,450  feet  of  12-inch  tile  drain  pipe  laid  from  the  t.an- 

nery  district  to  Ashuelot  river  at  an  exjJense  of  $1,400  Aug.  22,  Main 

street  schoolhouse  demolished  in  widening  .Appian  \va3' ;  damages  paid 

by  the  city  to  Union  school  district  amounting  to  $1,300  Ashuelot 

Railroad  Comjiany  Imilt  an  engine  house  on   Main  street  Sept.  7, 

death  of  David  Woodward,  aged  eight}' -six  years  Monadnock  Agricul- 
tural works  manufactured  disc  harrows,  and  other  agricultural  imple- 
ments near  the  driving   park  on  Main   street  Oct.  9,  Wheeler  & 

Faulkner's  law  office  building  on  Roxbury  street  taken  down;  Cheshire 
Provident  Institution  enl;irge<l  its  brick  block  on  the  east  side  for  a 

larger  ])Ostoflice  Samuel   Wadsworth  made  a  circuit-breaking  clock 

to  strike  the  bells  upon  the  new  Stevens  fire  alarm  S3'stem,  the  .system 
comprising  fonr  miles  of  wire,  five  alarm  boxes,  etc.,  cost  $600;  Frank 

G.  I'ratt  appointed  superintendent  of  fire  alarm  telegraph  Nov.  8, 

death  of  Francis  E.  Ncwcomb,  aged  sixtv-five  years  Nov.  12,  Keene 

Horse  Thief  Detecting  Societ}'  formed  Dec.  17,  death  of  Benjamin  D. 

Ilntcliins,  aged  sixty-five  years  Storm  signals  displayed  b3''  the  tele- 
phone company  Dec.  31,  death  of  Councilman  Harrison  R.  Ward,  aged 

forty-nine  years,  the  second  member  of  the  city  government  to  die  while 
holding  office. 

1886. 

Alfred  T.  T5atclielder,  mayor  -Jan.   10,   Baptist  church  debt  paid 

and  appropriate  services  held  Feb.  2,  Dea.  Daniel  Darling  and  wife 
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celebrated  the  fiftieth  antiiversar3'  of  their  marriage  March,  board  of 

education  prejiared  check  list  for  use  at  school  district  meeting,  the 

voters  in  Union  district  numbering  about  4,000  names  By  the  will  of 

Snsan  F.  Easthurii  the  city  of  Keene  was  left  a  bequest  of  $300,  in  trust 
for  the  poor;  Mrs.  Eastburn  was  the  youn.Lrest  daughter  of  David  Sim- 
mons and  a  native  of  Keene;   her  brother  David  had  also  left  the  city 

$1,000  in  trust  for  the  poor  and  infirm  New    Keene  Light  Guard 

armory  dedicated,   the  citizens  donating  $S20  March  4,  committee 

appointed  to  investigate  sources  of  water  suppl_v  First  Congregational 

society  purchased  the  D.  C,  Howard  place  on  Marlboro  street  for  a 

parsonage  March  17,  death  of  Lewis  Lane,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

 Asliuelot  National  bank  block  remodeled  and  a  third  story  added  

March  29,  first  school  meeting  of  ucw  town  district  held  at  West  Kleene 

schoolhouse  Cheshire  National    bank  bnilding  remodeled  April  1 , 

Cheshire   County    fair  grounds   conveyed    to  the  cit^'  by  George  A. 

Wheelock  for  a  public  park  April  6,  severe  gale  of  wind  lasting  nearly 

all  day;  roofs  of  two  shops  at  Beaver  mills  and  roof  of  Nims,  Whitney 
&:  Co.'s  engine  house  blown  olT;  John  Humphrey's  barn  twisted  upon 

its  foundations;  large  elm  blown  over  Daniel  CofTey  fell  from  the 

Island  street  bridge  and  was  drowned,  Ajsril  13  Electric  fire  alarm 

striker  bought  for  city  hall  bell  Keene  Manufacturing  Company  com- 
menced to  make  skates  in  the  South  Keene  shops  Ma}',  North  Lincoln 

street  laid  out  to  prevent  team  work  being  carried  on  through  the  ceme- 
tery Elliot  school  building  erected  Keene  Bicycle  Club  established. 

 .June,  postoffice  opened  to  the  public  on  Sunda^vs  June  3,  concrete 

sidew^alks  ordered  on  east  side  of  Court  street  and  on  the  north  side  of 

West  street,  the  first  laid  by  the  city  .June  11,  Rural  Improvement 

Society  organized  Woodward  pond,  area  lOS  acres,  purchased  for  an 

additional  water  supply;  octagon  reservoir  on  Beech  hill  constructed; 

more  land  secured  around  Vi'oodward  pond  Concrete  walk  ordered  on 

the  east  side  of  Maiu  street  June  17,  license  granted  to  the  Thompson- 
Houston  Electric  Company  to  put  up  poles  and  wires  for  electric  lighting. 
......June  19,  Jailer  Rice  resigned;  Charles  X.  Chapin  appointed  to  fill  the 

vacancy  -^ug.  14,  death  of  Jonathan  Parker,  aged  seventy-three  3'ears. 

 Aug.  18,  death  of  City  Clerk  Samuel  Nims,  aged  forty-eight  years. 

 Aug.  19,  electric  lights  of  the  open  arc  pattern  installed  in  Tilden  & 

Co.'s,  Whitcombs',  Mason  &  Wheeler's,.  Bullard  &  Foster's,  C.  N.  Chand- 
ler &  Co.'s,  Fisher  &  Jackson's  and  the  Cheshire  House  Aug.  28, 

first  electric  street  light  installed  on  Rosburv-  street  beyond  the  postoffice. 
 Aug.  30,  parochial  school  opened  with  about  300  scholars  Sep- 
tember, Miss  Mary  B.  Dinsmoor  purchased  the  belt  of  wood  and  timber 
land  adjoining  Maple  avenue  to  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

 Sept.  10,  Alilton  Blake  assumed  the  office  of  city  clerk  Sept.  13, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Cross  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
marriage  Oct.  7,  George  H.  Tilden  presented  a  portrait  of  David  Sim- 
mons to  the  city,  which  was  hung  in  city  hall  I.  J.  Dunn  erected  a 

chair  factory ;  the  city  exempted  it  from  taxation  for  a  term  of  ten  j-ears 
and  the  citizens  made  up  a  gratuity  of  $500  to  secure  the  establishing 
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(if  the  i)lai)t  Oct.  20,  (U-ath  of  Alvali  li.  Mctcalf,  as^ed  seventy-two. 

 St.  James'  parish  ])urcliasc<]  tlie  Calef  house  on  Court  street  for  a 

roetory  .N'o\'.  1,  Ornioiid  E.  Ccjlon^-  assiniietl  the  duties  of  postni.astcr. 

 Xov.  3,  death  of  David  Scwnrd,  aj;ed  seventy  years  Nov.  3,  Mr. 

and  .Mrs.  Danphin  \V.  Wilson  cclel>ratcd  their  -golden  weddin;,'  Keene 

Gas  Lii,d)t  Comjiany  purchased  ti)c  Tliotni)SO!i-Houston  electric  ii;^hting 
apparatns  and  furnished  street  and  coraiDcrcial  lights;  a  new  Ijoilcr 
house  and  building  erected  at  the  gas  works  for  an  electric  light 
station. 

1887. 

Asa  Smith,  mayor  March  20,  death  of  Clark  N.  Chandler,  aged 

forty  years  Dunn  &  Salisl)ury's  chair  factory  and  Elliot  school  hwild- 

ing  completed  Roaring  l)rook  water  shut  off  and  repairs  made  ;  it  took 

thirty-eight  minutes  for  water  to  come  from  the  upper  reservoir  to  the 

Bccelj  hill  reservoir,  a  distance  of  15,000  feet  -June  IS,  death  of  Faruum 

F.  I-ane,  aged  seventj'-one  years  -Jnh'  S,  death  of  Dea.  Isaac  Hand, 

aged  seveuty-six  years  -July  U,  death  of  Marvin  T.  Tottingham,  aged 

sixty-two  years  ]u\y  27,  Samuel  A.  (rerould  celebrated  his  ninety-fourth 

amjiversary;  he  was  six  years  old  iit  the  death  of  Washington  and  had 
seen  the  administration  of  every  ])resideut  of  the  United  States,  the  first 
railroad,  steamboat,  cotton  gin,  spinning  jcnney,  telegraph,  tcleplioue  and 

electric  light  AugusL,  a  large  elm  tree  near  the  Ejiiscopal  church  ])ol- 

larded  to  save  its  life,  the  top  being  dead  New  street  numliers  attached 

to  buildings  liy  Engineer  Wadswortli  at  an  expense  of  al>out  $+00  

Aug.  20,  death  of  Joseph  H.  Wellington,  aged  sixty-one  j-ears  Storm 

water  sewer  from  the  Square  through  Roxbury  street  to  Beaver  brook 

constructed  at  an  expense  of  $2,830  Col.  C3-rus  Frost,  aged  ninetj' 

years,  passed  awaj-,  tlie  last  survivor  of  those  who  were  present  at  the 
estidjlisliincut  of  Sf>cia!  Friends  Lodge,  in  1825,  by  Gen.  James  Wilson. 

 Sept.  20,  death  of  Lanmon  Nims,  .aged  seventy-six  years  Sept.  21, 

death  of  Samuel  Allen  Geronld,  aged  ninety-four  j'cars  Sept.  2-1-,  death 

of  George  W.  Ball,  aged  sixty-seven  years  Sept.  2'J,  death  of  Francis 

French,  aged  sixty-nine  years  Oct.  7,  fifty  citizen-s  presented  to  the  citj' 

an  oil  portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  .Vmos  Twitchell  to  be  hung  in  the  city  hall. 
 Dec.  10,  death  of  Allen  Giffin,  aged  eightj'-five  years. 

1888. 

Asa  Smith,  mayor  .Jan.  1,  postal  delivery  introduced,  with  three 

postal  carriers,  covering  a  dist.auce  of  twentj'-five  miles  per  day  each, 
liaving  twenty-seven  hundred  names  of  persons  receiving  mail;  more  than 
one-half  of  the  postofiice  boxes  given  up  by  the  public;  total  pieces 

handled  during  the  month,  30,142  -Jan.  9,  death  of  Cyrus  Piper,  at 

Northampton,  Mass  .Jan.  20,  death  of  Barrett  Ripley,  aged  sixty  years. 

 .Jan.  11,  Mount  Huggins  Hotel  destroyed  by  fire  Feb.  2,  Rev.  Ed- 
ward k.  Kenouf  ])rescnted  $500  as  a  fireman's  relief  fnnd  to  the  cit^-  

Feb.  11,  death  of  Hon.  Edward  Farrar,  clerk  of  court,  aged  sixty-five 
years  Keene  Board   of  Trade  organized;    .\lfred  T.   Batchelder  first 


Ciry  CllROXOLOGY. 


691 


president  Fireman's  Relief  Association  formed,  John  A.  IJatchelder,  j)resi- 

dent  Feb.  28,  Lewis  W.  Holmes  appointed  clerk  of  court.  March  2, 

United  Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers  established  in  Keene;  James  S.  Taft, 

o;ovenior  of  Alonadnock  Colon.v,  iXo.  107  March  4,  death  of  James 

B.  Elliot,  aged  seventy-three  years  March  4,  Lewis  W.  liolmes  ap- 
pointed justice  of  the  police  court  Monday,  March  12,  great  blizzard 

lasting  three  days;  drifts  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  high  March  27, 

Cheshire  Grange,  No.  131,  organized;  Solomon  F.  Merrill,  master  Over 

47,000  pieces  of  matter  handled  by  the  city  letter  carriers  during  the 

month  April  27,  new  creamery  0[)ened  hy  Curtis  G.  Britton  on  his  farm. 

 May  21,  all  hotels  closed  hy  the  proprietor.?  on  account  of  an  attempt 

to  rigidh-  enforce  the  lifiuor  laws;  accommodations  for  150  guests  arranged 
at  private  houses  by  the  Kecne  Temperance  Duion;  over  200  transients 
fefl  at  the  restaurants  on  May  22  June  1,  Daniel  H.  Sawyer,  superin- 
tendent of  water  works  and  sewers,  resigned  and  Paul  F.  Babbidge  elected 

to  fill  the  vacancy  -June  7,  City  park  set  aside  for  public  use,  George 

A.  Wheelock  elected  first  park  conimissiouer  .Aijgust,  Charles  H.  Doug- 
lass of  Suffield,  Conn.,  elected  principal  of  high  school  Aug.  10,  death 

of  John  A.  Draper,  aged  eighty -foiir  years  Aug.  11,  Samuel  Bergeron, 

a  brakeman  on  the  Cheshire  railro.ad,  killed  near  the  woodshed  on 

Railroad  street,  being  run  over  i.)y  the  tender  nf  an  engine  County 

commissioners  built  a  pond  in  the  jail  lot  and  connected  the  same  with 

the  city  water  main  Aug.  13,  hotels  reopened......  Aug.  22,  two  handsome 

chairs  manufactured  by  L.  J.  Colony  shipped  to  the  White  House,  for 

Mrs.  Grover  Cleveland  Nov.  3,  death  of  George  Tilden,  aged  eighty-six 

years  Cheshire  railroad  trains  equipped  with  steam  heating  ajiparatus. 

 Nov.  6,  Abel  Blake  cast  his  eighteenth  ballot  for  president,  having  cast 

his  first  vote  for  James  Monroe,  in  1S47  Cash  registers  introduced  in 

the  stores  Charles  AL  Norwood  established  his  box  business  at  the 

Beaver  mills  Ellis  Brothers  erected  a  moeiel  commercial  greenhouse  at 

their  Winchester  street  farm  Dec.  1.  death  of  Edward  R.  Gilmorc,  aged 

sixty-eight  years  New  harness  manufactory  completed  for  Wilkinson  & 

McGregor,  on  the  Lamson  estate. 

18S9. 

Herliert  B.  Viall,  ma^-or  Jan.  2,  the  New  Hampshire  Sentinel,  hav- 
ing, from  the  dav  of  its  first  issue  in  1790,  maintained  the  most  promi- 
nent of  its  original  features,  changed  from  the  folio  to  the  rjnarto  fonn. 

 -Jan.  19,  Faidkner  &  Colony  Manufacturing  Company,  organized  in 

ISl.i,  incorjiorated ;  capital  stock  $100,000  Feb.  27,  first  overhead 

cash  s\'stem  in  the  cit3'  installed  in  W.  1'.  Chamberlain's  store  March 

20,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  established  in  Keene;  George  G. 

Dort,  past  master  workman  March  11.  death  of  Lieutenant  Henry  E. 

Hubbard,  aged  fifty-three  ^larch  20,  $15,000  fire  at  Beaver  mills  

New  jet  pump  put  in  at  the  mouth  of  Ihitler  court  main  sewer  Ajjril 

1,  Hon.  John  T.  Abbott  appointed  minister  to  the  republic  of  Colombia. 

 .\pril  IS,  George  A.  Wheeiock  presented   two  lots  of  land,  one  of 

twelve  acres,  to  be  called  the  Children's  Wood,  adjoining  Cit^-  park  on 
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Beech  liill,  and  one  of  seventeen  acres  afijoining  Wlieelock  park,  to  the 
city  of  Kci'ue,  to  l)e  foi'ever  kept  as  forest  tracts  and  a  part  of  said 

parks  A])ril  2H,  Kev.  \V.  II.  Eaton,  D.  U.,  resigned  a  pastoral  engajje- 

tiicnt  i>{  seventeen  years  April  30,  centennial  of  the  inaiigtiration  of 

Washington  celebrated  at  St.  James'  Episcopal  and  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional churches  -May  H,  Grecnlawn  cemetery  conveyed  to  the  city  

May  !.''>,  Engint-er  Wadsworth  engaged  to  siirvey  the  principal  streets  with 

a  view  to  establishing  the  grade  for  the  roadway  of  each  street  .June  15, 

a  new  daily  paper,  called  the  Daily  Tribune,  Webster  P.  Huntington, 

editor  and   proprietor,  made   its  appearance  .June  20,  West  Keene 

cemete?y  enlarged  July  12,  death  of  Jehiel   Wilson,  aged  eighty-nine 

years,  the  inventor  of  pail  turning  First  granite  j)avement  laid  on 

Roxbtiry  street  July  13,   Frank   E.  Joy  commissioned  postmaster  at 

South  Kecne  Aug.  .5,  death  of  Ephraim  Foster,  aged  eighty-six  years. 

 Kev.  Charles  B.  Elder  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Unitarian  church 

and  Kev.  Samuel  A.  Severance  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  church  

Aug.  7,  reunion  of  the  Sixth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  Aug.  9,  death 

of  Horace  Hamblet,  aged  seventy-two  years  Epworth  League  formed 

at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  Keene  Improvement  Society  com- 
menced extensive  grading  and  planting  on  the  borders  of  Main  street  

Aug.  21,  twenty- -fifth  anniversary  of  the  first  service  held  in  St.  James' 

Episcopal  church  September,  South  Keene   postofHce  established  

Sept.  25,  John  Shaw,  2d,  sold  the  shoe  manufacturing  business  to  C,  B. 

Lancaster  &  Co  Oct.  3,  death  of  Eugene  S.  Ellis,  aged  seventy-nine 

years  Oct.  R,  Rev.  C.  B.  Elder  began  his  pastorate  at  the  Unitarian 

church  Oct.  15,  Bethany  Mission  opened  l)y  Mr,  F.  L.  Sprague  

Patent  granted  to  John  A.  Wright  upon  his  invention  for  lieating  water 

for  cattle  to  drink  in  cold  weather  Fifty  cases  of  diphtheria  reported 

in  October,  forty-two  of  which  were  in  honses  :iot  connected  vv'ith  the 

Waring  system  of  sewers,  and  of  which  tv*-elve  were  fatal  Nov.  18, 

Unitarian  Club  organized,  George  B.  Twitchell,  M.  I>.,  first  president  

Triumplj  Wringer  Company  built  a  shop  on  Myrtle  street  Clipper 

Machine  Works  organized;  capital  stock  $20.000  Curtis  G.  Britton 

opened  a  new  creamery  on   Eastern  avenue  Twenty-seven  cases  of 

diphtheria  reported  in  November,  three  of  which  were  fatal  Dec.  9, 

frogs  peeping  in  the  meadows  Dec.  13,  thirty-second  anniversary  of 

the  Ladies'  Home  Circle  of  the  First  Congregational  clnirch  celebrated. 

1890. 

llerliert  B.  Vi.'dl,  mayor  -Jan.  1,  New  England  Observer  purchased 

by  and  consolidated  with  the  New  Hamjishire   Sentinel  Free  text 

books  furnished  for  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools  .Jan.  6,  two  freight 

trains  collided  on  the  Cheshire  railroad,  near  the  Siirry  summit;  Engineer 

S.  W.  Slate  and  Fireman  C.  W.  Gibson  instantly  killed  Feb.  8,  deatli 

of  George  B.  Buffum,  aged  sixty-one  years  Second  steam  fire  engine 

purchased  Ashuclot  Railroad  Company  consolidated  with  the  Con- 
necticut River  railroad  March,  Triumph  Wringer  Company's  new  man- 

•Jifactory  on  Myrtle  street  completed  Charles  Bridgman  retired  after 
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an  active  and  successful  business  career  of  fifty  years,  being  tlie  oldest 
merchant  in  the  city,  and  was  stieceeded  by  liis  son,  Charles  H.  Bridg- 
man  May  7,  Coolidge  [)ark  and  fund  presented  to  tlie  city  by  Henry 

0.  CooHdge  .June  25,  ohi  Bnffum  building  taken  down,  and  old  military 

equipments  which  belonged  to  the  famous  Kecne  Light  Infantry  found. 

 Large  buttonwood  tree  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Winchester  streets 

cut  down,  ninety  years  old  July  9.  death  of  Seth  Wadsworth,  aged 

seventy-nine  years  Popnlaiiou  hy  census  7,440,  being  increase  of  657 

since  ISSO  Julj'  28.  death  of  Rufiis  Carter,  aged  eighty  years  July 

30,  death   of  Charles  Batcbelder,  aged  seventy-five  years  Aug.  11, 

death  of  Daniel  Buss,  .aged  seventy-five  j-ears  Sept.  S,  last  issue  of  the 

Keene  Daily  Tribune  Sept.  17,  new  macadamizing  plant  erected  above 

Sullivan  street  Horatian  tower  erected  on  Beech  hill,  by  Horace  L. 

Goodnow ;  altitude  1,084  Sept.  IS,  stockholders  of  the  Cheshire  Rail- 
road  Company  voted  to  ratify  agreement  for  consolidation  with  the 

Fitchburg  Railroad  Company  All  dogs  in  the  city  ordered  muzzled  

Building  erected  by  the  stale  for  a  fjsh  hatching  station,  at  City  park  

Sept.    29,  death  of  Samuel    Woods,    aged   eighty-three    years  Oct. 

1,  Cheshire   railroad    consolidated    with   the    Fitchburg  railroad  

Rustic  portals  erected    over   the    drives    into    the    Ladies'  Wildwc>od 

park,  by  Frank  F.  Field,  the  artist  Oct.  .3,  Abel  Blake  observed  the 

ninety-fifth  anniversary  of  his  birth. .....Oct.  6,  death  of  Tyloses  Ellis,  aged 

fifty-seven  3-ears  Oct.  S,  Amos  A.  Parker,  of  Fitzwilliam,  aged  ninet\'- 

nine  that  da%-,  called  upon  his  friends  in  Keene  Oct.  20,  Keene  Evening 

Sentinel  established  Oct.  22,  Alonaduock  Colony,   Pilgrim  Fathers, 

entertained  Ph-raouth  Colony  of  Fitchburg,  Mass. .....Oct.  19,  death  of 

Mrs.  John  Symonds,  aged  sixty-eight  years. .....Oct.  29,  death  of  Dea, 

Daniel  Darling,  aged  eighty-three  years  .XovemV)er,  ground  broken  for 

the  Keene  Granite  and  Terr.a  Cotta  factory,  on  Water  street  Nov.  14, 

George  H.  McCurdy  died  from  exposure  in  Tenant  s%Yamp,  aged  thirtj-- 

six  Nov.  16,  death  of  Col.  Xehemiah  Hart,  aged  eighty  years  Xov. 

24,  death  of  Milton  Blake,  2d,  aged  sixty -one  years  December,  pavilion 

erected  in  Wheelock  park  Dec.  2,  death  of  J.ason  Williams,  aged  eiglitj'- 

eight  years  December,  Air.  and   Mrs.  W.-irren  C.  Towne  celebrated 

their  fiftieth  marriage  anniversary  Dec.  19,  Fred  E.  Barrett  appointed 

postmaster. 

1891. 

Horatio  Kimball,  mayor  .Jan.  22,  seventy -second  anniversary  of  the 

birth  of  ex-Maj'or  Reuben  Stewart  celelirated,  and  he  was  presented  with 

a  gold  watch  St.  Bernard's  Catholic  church  realized  the  sum  of  $3,000 

from  a  fair  Incandescent  lighting  plant  installed  at  the  Beaver  mills. 

 Jan.  26,  death  of  Joseph  Hoit,  aged  sixt\--six  j-ears  Feb.  12,  citizens 

wrote  congratulatory  letters  to  Rev.  William  Onie  White,  on  the  seven- 
tieth anniversary  of  his  l)irth  Feb.  22,  death  of  Horatio  Justus  Perry, 

at  Lisbon,  Portugal;  born  in  Keene.  Jan.  23,  1S24;  son  of  Justus  Perry 
and  Mary  Edwards. .....>.rarch  12,  death  of  Charles  Bridgman,  aged  sev- 

ent3'-five  v'cars  March  29,  death  of  Joshua  D.  Colony,  aged  eighty-six 

years  Store  fronts  upon  the  south  wing  of  the  Cheshire  House  extended. 
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 A])ri]  6,  t\\  l  ilt y-fiftli  .-inniversnrv  of  tlie  Or/iiid  Army  of  the  Republic 

cclclirated ;   rnl<li(  s<  liy   Oew.  John   \V.  Sturtt-v  .-jiit  Apri)   10,  L.-idies' 

Wildwood  p.-irk  .icceptcd  \iy  the  city  \i»ril  2<),  death  of  William  Ufis- 

seit,  aj;td  seventy-two  jears  A]iril  22,  Niras'  Ijlock  removed  May 

20,  Lane's  liricl;  l)If)ck  commenced  May  2U.  earthquake  shock  felt  about 

7.1)0  ■:).  m  A))!il  26,  death  of  Lewis  J.  Colony,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 

 •Jiiiie  4,  stone  crusher  started  at  qnarry  plant  June  7,  rested  choir 

of  St.  James'  church  assisted  in  tiie  services  for  the  first  time  June  13, 

first  macadam  laid,  about  1,300  feet  ou  Court  street,  at  an  expense  of 
$  l-,23fi,  or  about  SI. 10  per  square  yard  June  l.o,  Clijjper  mowing  ma- 
chine works  burned  at  South  Keene;  loss  $20,000  July  15,  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Spaltcr  observed  

C.  B.  Lancaster  Shoe  Company  organized;  capital  $30,000;  exemption 
granted  and  the  easterly  portion  of  Dunbar  street  discontinued;  shoe 

factory  enlarged  Aug.  10,  death  of  James  Boycc,  aged  sixty-one  years. 

 Kosbury  street  storm  water  sewer  laid  at  an  exjiense  of  $3,000,  to 

Beaver  brook:  Aug.  21,  death  of  Sheriff  Ral)>h  J.  Holt,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years  Oct.  10.  death  of  ex-Gos'.  S.  W.  Hale,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

 Read  I^Ianafacturiug  Company  made  furniture  at  South  Keene  St. 

Bernard's  Roman  Catholic  cburcl!  erected  on  Alain  street  Oct.  21, 

Beedle's  orchestra  org.anized  Ten  miles  of  iron  water  pipe  laid  to 

rej>iace  cement  lined  pipes  and  to  extend  system  in  fiftv-nine  streets,  at 

a  cost  of  S39,494.3S  Dee.  12,  deatli  of  Chief  Engiiieer  Henry  H.  Haines, 

at  the  scetie  of  a  fire  in  Elliot's  block,  his  age  being  forty-seven  years  

D.  K.  5c  F.  A.  Cole  began  bu>;ness  at  their  new  grist  mill  in  South  Keene. 

 Fred  B.  Pierce  &:  Co.  began  to  manufacture  brush  handles  at  the 

Beaver  iriills. 

1S92. 

Frederic  A.  Faulkner,  mayor  Jan.  IG.  death  of  JosejOi  B.  Abbott, 

aged  fifty -six  nears  iijrtdenssc  of  grip,  a  single  physician  visiting  thirty 

patients  in  one  day  Jan.  30,  death  of  Ebenczer  S.  Stearns,  run  over 

by  ail  en<rine  near  the  Fitchburg    freight  house  Dan  and  Earl  Hill 

removed  their  pail  e.ar  manufacturing  business  from  Swanzey  to  the  mill 

at  Wiilson  pond,  West  Keeue  Feb.  10,  new  factory  of  Lancaster  Shoe 

Company  dedicated  by  a,  dance  Feb.  20,  installation  of  Rev.  A.  W. 

Hand,  at  the  Bajjtist  church  March  17,  death  of  Dauphin  \V,  W'ilson, 

aged  eighty-one  years  March  25,  T'nion  .school  district  appropriated 

.SS,000  for  the  erection  of  the  Tilden  schoolhouse  on  School  street  

Officers  of  the  night  watch  ap[H".'.ired  in  uniforms  March  29,  death  of 

Stephen  L.  Randall,  aged  sixty-one  years  April  7,  Elliot  manor  house 

presented  to  the  city  for  a  hospital,  by  John  Henrj  Elliot  April  14,  the 

Keetje  Congregational  (Unitarian)  Society  purchased  the  Dr.  G.  II.  Bridg- 

man  property,  on  Washington  street  .April  22,  death  of  .Alderman 

James  II.  Wiisots,  aged  fifty-fonr  years  May  19,  management  of  EOiot 

City  Hosp-ital  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  trustees  ilay  28,  special 

election,  F'rancis  .A.  Perry  elected  alderman  by  the  voters  of  ward  1  

yiay  28,  Deluge  hose  house,  on  Vernon  street,  sold  to  Xims,  Whitney  & 
Co  FYatcrnal  societies  and  iiuHviduals  raised  money  to  fit  up  memorial 
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rooms  in  i!ie  cit}-  hospital  .r'iles  di-iven  to  a  depth  of  scvcntj-five  feet 

on  \'eruon  street  and  no  iH-rttom  found,  at  site  of  tk-w  fire  station  

Aug.  2,  Hon.  Amos  A.  Parker,  of  Fitzwiliiain.  then  \u  his  101st  year, 
visited  friends  in  Kecne  Aiijr.  17.  more  than  $1,000  coniributed  by  cit- 
izens to  open  the  Elliot  City  Hospital  West  street  inacadaniized  Sept. 

20,  Warren  \V.  Stone  and  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  New 

storm  water  scxer  built  in  Water  street,  from  Alair.  street  to  Reaver 

brook  Elm  street  extended  from  Mechanic  street  to  Vernon  street  

Park  street  extended  through  to  Ashnelot  street  and  dead  end  in  water 
main  abolished  Sept.  21,  Elliot  Citji- Hospital  dedicated  with  appropri- 
ate exercises  Oct.  17,  Union  school  district  appropriated  the  further 

sum  of  $3,600  to  finish  the  Tilden  school  Oct.  21,  400tb  aniiiversarv 

of  the  discoverj-  of  .Iraerica  by  Colnm'ons  celebrated  in  the  public  schools, 

wdiich  also  contribnted  an  exhibit  for  the  Chicago  exposition  Oct.  28, 

death  of  Daniel  Ellis,  of  Main  street,  aged  seventy-three  jx-ars  Xovem- 

ber,  Wilson  street  opened  from  Connnercial  street  to  Winchester  street. 

 Aldermen  directed  Engineer  Wadsworth  to  set  stone  Ijonnds  at  the 

points  where  the  town  line  crosses  the  highways  Xov.  20,  St.  Ber- 
nard's church  dedicated,  with  irapressive  services  Nov.  29,  death  of 

.Augustus  T.  Vrilder,  ,'iged  scventy-fonr  years  Police  signal  light  installed 

at  the  lower  side  of  Central  square,  to  he  operated  from  the  central  tele- 
phone station  Dec.  2,  death  of  Hadley  P.  Aluchniore,  aged  seventy- 
three  years  Dec.  12,  death  of  (^en.  John  W.  Sturtevant,  aged  fifty-two 

vears. 

1S93. 

Frederic  A.  I-'aulkncr.  mayor,  Jan.  IS,  fire  at  Impervious  P.-ickage 

Compant-'s  works  .Jan.  18,  John  \X .  Doyie,  aged  twenty-four  years, 

lost  his  life  in  Warren's  block,  by  injaries  from  smoke  or  fire  .Jan.  20. 

death  of  Oren  Woods,  aged  eighty-fonr  years  Jan.  20,  death  of  Caro- 
line H.  Ingersoll,  aged  sixty-six  years  March  3,  death  of  Chester  L. 

Kingsburj",  aged  fortj'-six  years  April  1 1,  death  of  Isaac  Stratton,  aged 

eighty -five  years  May  22,  boiler  explosion  at  Reaver  mills;  Lewis  W. 

Starkey,  John  F.  Drolette  and  Herbert  G.  Holton  killed  and  five  boilers 

wrecked  June.  West  street  widened  fifteen  inches  on  the  north  side  from 

Central  srpiare  to  Colorado  street  Aug.  7,  severe  hail  storm,  in  Keene 

and  vicinity,  breaking  windows  and  destroying  garden  crops  Aug.  10, 

comer  stone  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  .Association  building  laid,  ser- 

A-ices  being  held  in  St.  James'  church  Aug.  21,  death  of  Lewis  Holmes, 

aged  seventy  years  Oct.  11,  Sentinel  published  in  its  new  building  on 

Main  street  Oct.  11,  death  of  Unniel  H.  ilolbrook,  aged  eighty -seven 

years  Xov.  19,  death  of  Josiah  Kingsbury,  a.ged  eighty-six  years  

Nov.  25,  Beaver  mills  pail  shop  and  sawmill  burned;  loss  $15,000  

Dec.  7,  death  of  Elias  Joslin,  a.ged  eighty-five  years. 

1S94. 

Frederic  A.   Faulkner,  mayor  -Jan.  1,  death  of  ex-^Layor  Reuben 

Stewart,  in  Concord,  Mass  Jan.  9,  death  of  Obed  Dort.  aged  eighty- 
nine  years  .Jan.  10,  John  T.  Abbott  appointed  judge,  of  jjrobate  
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Jan.  22,  Kcciic  no;ir<]  of  Trndc  ori^anizcd;  Clement  ).  Woodward,  presi- 
dent Work  ol  lakinj^  down  tlic  Unit.'iri.-in  church  hiiilrlin;^,  on  Main 

streci,  I>(  i,'un;  clock  removed  Sunday,  Jan.  2.S,  the  last  public  services 

licld  ill  the  Unitarian  diurch  edifice,  which  had  Ijccn  dedicated  Ajiril  28, 
1S30,  and  had  stood  oti  the  corucr  of  Main  and  Church  streets  for  more 

than  sixty-three  years  Jan.        section  of  Unitarian  steeple,  bell  deck, 

clock  tower,  etc.,  jjulled  down  Feb.  21,  first  report  of  the  trustees  of 

the  Elliot  City  Hcispital  appeared  March  lo,  duinjiing  ground  for  rub- 
bish established  at  the  lower  end  of  Main  street  April  18,  Rev.  Wm. 

G.  i'oor  installed  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  church  Ma3'  7, 

steam  road  roller  purchased  Cheshire  Beef  Compan\',  Messrs.  Coughlin 

K:  Hovey,  fornjcd  and  Farnnm's  mill,  on  Emerald  street,  built  over  for 

its  i3se  Charles  H.  Fairfield  constructed  a  pond,  on  Beech  hill,  for  the 

purposes  of  his  ice  business  Col.  George  Hagar,  of  Colusa,  Cal.,  sent 

a  contribution  of  .$500  toward  building  the  new  Unitarian  church  

June  t,  new  hall  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  on  West  street,  used  for  the 

first  time  Tbaddeus  W'.  Harris,  I'h.  D.,  elected  superintendent  of  schools. 

 -June  7,  councils  voted  to  sell  Neptune  hose  house,  situated  on  St.  James 

street  Court  street  macadamized  .June  25,  Wilkins  Toy  works  sold 

to  Ilarrj-  T.  Kingsbury  Standard  Oil  Com[)any  constructed  a  storage 

stati<in  on  Water  street  Indurated  Paper  Company  incorporated  and 

the  works  of  the  New  Hampshire  Molded  Granite  and  Terra  Cotta  Com- 
pany, on  Water  street,  jmrchased  juh- 11,  corner  stone  of  new  Unitarian 

church  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies  July  12,  impressive  services 

performed  by  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  at  the  burial  of  Thomas  E. 

Hatch,  its  first  eminent  commander  Jul}'  19,  death  of  Arad  Fletcher, 

aged  seventj'-one  j-ears  Aug.  1 1,  death  of  Atwell  C.  Kllis,  aged  seventy- 
two  years  \ug.  22,  death  of  Cyrus  Woodward,  aged  eighty-one  3-ears. 

 Aug.  2;>,  G.  E.  ilolbrook  &  Co.  began  to  erect  a  large  wholesale 

house  on  St.  James  sta-eet  New  highway  opened  for  travel  under  the 

railroad  tracks  at  South   Keene;  grade  crossing  abolished  Sept.  28, 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  dedicated  Nov.  12,  death  of  W'illiam  Tennej', 

aged  eighty   \-cars  Goodnow  &  Wliitcomb  engaged  in  the  furniture 

business  Nov.  18,  death  of  Charles  F.  Wilson,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

 DecemV>er,  Holbrook  Grocery  Compan}'  incorporated;  capital  stock 

$40,000  Dec.  12,  Red  ilen  took  possession  of  their  rooms  in  the 

Gurusey  building,  the  nortlierh'  part  of  which  was  erected  the  same  j-car. 

......Lane's  "  E.  F.   L."  building  erected  Dec.  19,  death  of  ex-Mayor 

Horatio  Kimball,  aged  seventj'-three  years  Dec.  22,  death  of  Abel 

Blake,  aged  ninety-nine  years. 

1895. 

George  W.  McDufTee,  mayor  Jan.  1,  Charles  Brooks,  S.  Tennis  Ber- 
geron and  Ahvich  Brooks  killed  hy  a  passenger  train  on  the  Fitchbnrg 

railroad  at  the  Water  street  crossing  -Electric  lights  of  the  city  operated 

from  the  new  station  of  the  Kecne  Gas  and  Electric  Lighting  Company,  at 

Spragucville  Jan.  7,  Charles  F.  Ballou  severely  injured  by  the  falling  of 

ihc  elevator  thirty  feet,  at  the  Keene  Furniture  CompanA''s  brick  shop  
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Jan.  3,  Col.  Fred  .\.  Barker  nominated  by  President   Cieveland  to  be 

l)Ostraastcr  at  Keene  Jrm.  6,  deatb   of  Joseph  R.  Heals,  aged  sixty 

years  .Jan.  24-,  new  Unitarian  cinirch,  on  the  corner  of  Washin<;ton  and 

Taj'lor  streets,  dedicated  in  the  presence  of  more  than  800  people  

Jan.  27,  deatb  of  Daniel  Ellis,  aj^cd  seventy  years  -Jan.  31,  Beaver 

Brook  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  dedieated  tbeir  new  quarters  in  Lane's  new 

building  Fci;.  20,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  S.  Raymond  observed  their 

golden  wedding  March  4,  William  Senneff,  riding  on  freight  car,  strnek 

an  arch  in  the  passenger  station,  was  dragged  between  the  station  plat- 
form and  rails,  escaping  death,  and  dropjied  nnconscions  on  Main  street. 

 Henry  W.  Lane,  Amherst  '95,  became  the  American  college  champion, 

according  to  the  measurements  and  tests  adopted  by  tlie  American  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Advancement  of  Physical   Education  March  4,  Keeiic 

National  bank  began  bnsiuess  in  its  new  quarters  in  the  "  B.  F.  L."  build- 
ing $2,500  damages  awarded  EHsha  F.  Lane  for  land  taken  in  widen- 
ing  Church  street  March    19,  Mrs.   Roena    Shelley   celebrated  her 

ninety-ninth  birthday  anniversary  .^jiri!  -t,  conncils  accepted  from  Mrs. 

Dauphin  W.  Nims  the  gift  of  an  oil  i)ortra!t  of  David  Niins,  the  first  town 

clerk,  to  be  placed  in  the  library  htiilding  .April  7,  death  of  Benjamin 

F.  Foster,  aged  eighty-three  years  Afiril  'J,  the  water  in  the  I-airfield 

reservoir  escaped,  doing  considerable  damage  AprW  0,  water  rose  to 

an  unnsual  height  in  the  Ashuelot  and  Beaver  brook  vallej'S,  old  residents 
agreeing  that  there  had  not  been  such  a  flood  for  twenty-four  years,  and 
by  the  night  of  the  14-th,  Beaver  brook  was  higher  than  ever  remembered 
before  by  almost  a  foot,  and  the  .\shuclot  reached  the  high  water  mark. 

 .April  13,  Keyes'  comer  sold  to  Charles  L.  Russell  April  14,  Rev. 

J.  R.  Power  resigned  tlie  pastorate  over  St.  Bernard's  church  May  2, 

councils  provided  for  writing  a  history  of  Keene  Municipal  street 

sprinkling  adopted  May  9,  death  of  Luther  Fairbrothcr,  aged  seventy- 
two  years  Maj'  14, 1'nion  school  district  voted  to  purchase  the  Wheeler 

property,  on  Washington  street,  for  the  Washington  school  lot  -June  7, 

death  of  Elbridge  G.  Whitcomb,  aged  seventy-seven  years  .June  14, 

death  of  ex-Postmaster  Orniond  E.  Colon}-,  aged  fifty-four  years  .June 

16,  deatb  of  John  Henr\'  Elliot,  aged  eight^'-two  years  .June  30,  tele- 
phone exchange  moved  from  the  Tiernev  building  (formerly  Keene 
National  bank  building)  to  Lane's  new  l<lock,  changing  138  circuits  with- 
out discontinuing  the  service  for  more  than  a  few  minutes  -Jul}',  water 

works  office  enlarged  July  4,  celebration  and  first  L.  A.  W.  state  meet, 

under  the  auspices  of  the  Monadnock  Cycle  Club,  took  place  -Juh'  14, 

Rev.  Gabriel  DeBevoise  resigned  a  pastorate  of  nine  years  over  the  Second 

Congregational  church  Juh'  29,  Edward  Gustine,  Clark  F.  Rowell  and 

Sheriff  florace  Ferry  went  to  Albany,  N.  V,,  to  identifj'  Alark  Shinbnrn, 

the  notorious  bank  robber  -Aug.  14,  death  of  .Amos  Bancroft,  aged 

seventy-three  3'ears  Aug.  26,  death  of  Coi.  George  D.  Dort,  aged  eighty- 
three  years  -Aug.  27,  one  hundred  Sir  Kjiights  of  Hugh  de  Payens  Com- 

mandery  attended  the  twenty-sixth  triennial  cimclave  of  tlie  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States,  at  Boston  Oct.  3,  councils  abolished 

the  board  of  hospital  trustees  Oct.  1.3,  death  of  Laton  Martin,  aged 
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fi.<,'lity-si.\  virjis  Oct.  2.',  (krith  of  [osipli  M.  Hyl.-md,  aj.;c(l  sixtj'-foiir 

years  Nov.  2.S,  Dr.  (.'lan'^v  15.  Twili-iull  iccchcil  ;i  hnin;.;  fU]',  fi 

of  ^olil  .1  written  testimonial  from  friends  Dec.  17,  :it  tbcir  first 

annual  nn.etin,i_%  tlit  .Vslinelot  Con;;ri-;L,'alioi)al  Cluli  Lflcliratc<l  I'orcfatliers' 

Day  Cost  of  niacadani   laid  in  IS'Jl,  per  S(|u.'irf  yard,  .$l.(J'.t;  l.S'J2, 

'.If..:;.')  cents;  is;i;-',,  SO.n  cents;  180J-,  7?).75  cents;    18'.)."),  cents  

(Iiiriiscy  hnildiiiy  coinjileled. 

1890. 

Georjre  W.  McDuflee,  mayor  Jan.  7,  Cbcsliirc  Xation.'il  b.anlc  re- 
moved to  bankin;.;  roonss  of  the  Cbcsljire  I'rovident   Institution,  until 

rcjj.iirs  upon  the  Cheshire  liank  bni'dint;  were  comjilctcd  The  ii.Ttion.nl 

banks  of  the  city  asked  to  assist  in  rei^lenishiny;  tlie  gold  reserve  of  the 

United  States  treasury  Jan.  21,  ecclesiastical  council  held  for  the  dis- 

miss.-xl  of  Kev,  (^.abriel  DeBevoise,  and  the  installation  of  Kcv.  Archibald 

MeCord,  as  ]>astor  of  the  Second  Congre.Ljntioual  church  -Jan.  22,  t)ov. 

Kusiel  entertained  at  the  fourth  annual  banijiict  of  the  Cheshire  County 

Fisli  and  Game  League  Jan.  24,  Ashiielot  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 

American  Revolution,  organized,  with  twelve  charter  luemljcrs,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet L.  Griirin,  regent  .Jan.  28,  the  Methodist  society  celebrated  its 

release  from  debt  with  .'ii)])ropriate  exercises.. ....Feb.  G,  a  hurricane  lifted 

roofs,  blew  down  chimneys,  trees,  etc  Feb.  21,  death  of  Jnlins  N. 

Morse,  aged  fifty-five  years  Feb,  29,  death  of  Henry  0.  Coolidge,  aged 

sixty-six  years  March  19,  K<iena  Shellcv'  celebrated  her  lOOth  anniver- 
sary Marcli  24.,  Uiiioa  School  di.strict  voted  to  build  a  schoolhouse  on 

Grccnlawn  and  Page  streets,  and  appropriated  $12,000  .\pril  IS,  death 

of  James  C.  Whittle,  aged  seventy -two  years  .April  16,  city  councils 

accepted  $1 ,000  for  the  erection  of  the  Allen  Ingcrsoll  fountain  in  Central 
park  .Xew  office  opetied  near  the  ))nblic  library  in  the  city  hall  build- 
ing for  tile  t.'ix  coUetTor  and  assessors  .\pnl,  two-thirds  of  the  empioy- 

ces  in  the  woolen  inills  of  the  county  idle,  affc-ctcd,  the  manufacturers 

said,  by  the  Wilson-Gorman  tarilT  law  April  24,  Union  School  district 

voted  to  enlarge  the  Wasliington  school  lot  b}'  the  purchase  of  the  Wheeler 

projjcrty  on  Washington  street,  at  an  expense  of  $3,000  April  23, 

Tveenc  Military  band  organized  May  10,  death  of  Dr.  Henry  H.  Dar- 
ling, aged  seveuty-two  years  Alay  11,  Cheshire  National  bank  returned 

to  its  new  hanking  rooms  in  the  Cheshire  bank  building  The  W.  L. 

Mason  Conijinny  organized,  ca]3ital  $G0,0u0  -June  4,  councils  granted 

location  for  the  tracks  of  the  Kccue  Electric  Railway  Company  -June 

3.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allta  C.  Davis  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  -June 

12,  M.-iyor  Mcr)ufree  vetoed  the  bill  jjroviding  for  the  use  of  the  trolley 

s\-stera  bv-  tiie  electric  road  June  10,  large  fire  at  Keene  Furniture 

Company's  finishing  shop;  ,$50,000  worth  of  property  destroyed  .July 

4,  souvenir  spoon  presented  to  Mrs.  Luther  Sturtevant,  one  of  the  sur- 
viving daughters  of  Revolutionary  soldiers,  by  the  national  societj', 

through  the  local  chajiter  .Julv  19,  Kev.  Octavins  .\iiplegate,  Jr.,  began 

his  ministry  .-is  rector  of  St.  James'  Ji:piseo[3al  church  Aug.  2,  death 

of  John  A.  Drunnner,  aged  seventy-nine  years  Elliot  City  Mospital 
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incorporated  Aug.  G,  city  councils  reliniiuisliecl  thec!l_y's  interest  in  the 

Elliot  Cit_y  Hospital  to  the  new  cor])oration  Aug.  13,  death  of  Sylves- 
ter Blodfjett,  aged  seven tj-foiir  yen rs. ...... Aug.  24-,  death  of  WiHi.'im  G. 

Hall,  nged  seventy-six  years  Oct..  4,  death  of  E(h\  ii!  M.  Billiard,  aged 

forty-seven  years  Oct.  20,  death  of  Charles  H.  PerrA',  .aged  sixtv-six 

years  Not.  26,  death  of  John  W.  iloM  es,  aged  sixtA'-two  ^-ears  Dec. 

1,  Washington  schoolhotjsc  completed  Dec,  13,  Rev.  A.  W.  Hand  re- 
signed pastorate  of  the  Ka])tist  church  Bicycle  factory  to  he  constructed 

in  Keene  and  $4-0,000  snbscribed  for  stock  in  the  new  eiiterjirise  Dec. 

17,  the  Frank  T.  Fowler  Manntactnring  Company'  organized  Dec.  2H, 

dcatii  of  Nathan  (J.  Woo(Ii)iir_v,  aged  seventy-three  j-ears  Granite  dam 

at  Faulkner  &  Colony's  mill  pond  constructed. 

1897. 

Francis  A.  Perry,  mayor  The  l>oard  of  railroad  commissioners, 

after  a  hearing,  decided  that  it  had  no  f>o-^\-cr  to  (irder  a  union  passen- 
ger station  constructed  .Jan.   14-,  death  of  Clark  K.  Caswell,  aged 

sixty-one  years  G.  E.  &  A.  1.  Fuller  estaJjlisbed  a  new  industry  at 

Beaver  mills,  for  the  manufacture  of  tacks  and  wire   nails  Jan.  15, 

Keene  Savings  bank  established;  first  deposit  book  issued  Alarch  15  

March  1,  Keene  Electric  Railway  Company  grajited  the  right  to  use 
electricity  applied  by  the  overhcafl  trolley  systcin  as  the  motive  power 

of  its  road  March  1,  deatli  of  vStejihen   Randall,  aged  eighty-eight 

years  March  a.  Engineer  Fred  W.  Towne  jiresented  with  a  gold  watch 

and  chain  by  the  Deluge  Hose  Company  March  15,  an  elegant  sword 

presented  to  Captain  Paul  F.  Babbidge,  by  Comjiany  H,  Second  regiment, 

N.  H.  N.  G  March  24-,  New  Hampshire  chiefs  of  police  entertained  at  the 

Cheshire  House  by  City  Marshal  \Y.  H.  Philbrick  March  30,  death  of 

Dr.  George  P..  Twitchell,  aged  seventy-six  years;  all  bells  of  the  city 

tolled  April  3,  death  of  Azro  B.  Skinner,  in  Winchendon,  aged  fift}'- 

eight  years  April  C,  Union  school  district  voted  to  purchase  a  lot  on 

which  to  place  the  old  Washington  street  schoolhouse  April  13,  the 

A.  B.  Skinner  CompanA'  incorporated  April  14,  Mrs.  fJaniol  Allen  cele- 
brated the  ninety-seventh  aniiivers/iry  of  her  birth,  being,  next  to  Mrs. 

Rocua  Shelley,  then  in  her  t02d  ye.ar,  the  oldest  person  in  town  April 

21,  Ashuelot  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  placed  a 
tablet  upon  the  house  of  Mrs.  K.  S.  Perkins,  on  Main  street,  where  the 

soldiers  met,  April  21,  1775,  to  start  for  I^exington  April  21,  death 

of  Daniel  C.  Howard,  aged  sixty-two  years  May  14,  dam  at  Willson 

pond.  West  Keene,  goes  out,  freeing  thirty*  acres  of  water;  bridge  and 
abutments  washed  away  .May  10.  Mr.  ;ind  Mrs.  N.  G.  (lunisey  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  May  20,  proliably  2,000  citizens  used  the 

bic3'cle,  and  rules  for  wheelmen  were  carefnlh"  laid  down  In-  the  local 

enthusiasts  .June  2,  death  of  josiah  T,  Colon\-,  aged  fiftj'-six  years  

June  10,  lowlands  overflowed,  and  liuainess  interfered  with  .June  19, 

councils  voted  to  exempt  the  profHjsed  Trinity  bicycle  factory  from  ta.xa- 

tion  .June  20,  Colonial  Chi!)'s  second  anntial  field  day,  at  Wheelock 

park,  address  by  Gen.  S.  G.  Griffin  Jnh'  17,  freight   wreck  at  West 
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Keciic,   I-'ncrinccr  Mihin  H.  Curtis  insl.-iiitl y   killed,  a;i;eil  fortj'-ci^ht  

I'loni  11  n.  111.,  .Miiiiday,  July  11!,  (o  \\'t(lnesil.-iy  morning  at  10.30,  five 
and  fifty-six  one-limiilrcdths  iiiclicH  of  \v;iicr  fell;   fjrent  damri-^e  to  liay 

,'ui(l  otlier  coi  fis,  and  business  intcrfereii  with  it)  nian_v  waj-s  -July  lil , 

Good  Kriads  Assoeintion  formed  Ijy  L.  A.  \V.  lucnihers  July  25,  (5eorj<e 

r'oster.  of  liostoti,  dieil  stidilciily  while  making  a  call  at  the  house  fff  Ur. 

ira  J.  Prouty  July  27,  death  of  Geortje  S.  Hale,  at  Schooner  Head, 

Ale,  a<ie<l  sc\'eiity-one  years;  remains  buried  in  Keene  Aui^.  1,  national 

banks  of  the  city  received  deposits  liearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  2V->'.''< 

]icr  annum  K'.  cloudburst   and  violent  -wind,  uprooting  large 

trees;  iron  rods  an  inch  in  diameter  fr.-ictured;  a  handsome  elin  tree 
seventy-five  feet  hifjh  thrown  over  upon  F.  (j.  Dort's  house  on  Stimmer 

street  Au<^.   11,  death  of  Tx-onard  Wright,  ageil  siT;t3'-fivc  years  

I'ortion  of  town  brook  wiiich  runs  through  C.  A.  Jones's  land  on  Churcli 

street  replaced  with  n  twenty-four  inch  iron  pipe  Aug.  IS,  death  of 

RH  I>ort,  aged  eighty -one  years... ...Sept.  0.  death  of  Jobn  Lahiff,  ;iged  nine- 
ty-four years  Se[it.  10,  cycle  ])atb  ordered  by  the  board  of  mayor  and 

aldermen  from  Alliert  Wright's  on  Court  street  to  the  Four  Corners  

Sept.  20,  Bliss  Business  College  established,  in  Cheshire  House  block, 

Roxburj- street,  with  forty-four  jiu]>ilp  Sept.  21,  licenses  granted  to  the 

Keene  <7,'is    Light  Company  and   the  Keene  Electric  Raihva}'  Company 
for  mutual  rights  in  a  jiole  line  on   west  side  <i{  Main  street. .....Octo- 

bei-,  Charles  GiiTin  l)Ought  all  the  Washington  street  mills  of  the 
Woodbury  estate  Oct,  23,  death  of  Joseph  (t.  Warren,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years  Oct.  28,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seth  C.  H:dl  celebrated  their  golden 

wedding  at  their  home  on  Arch  street  Nov.  G,  m.'irriage  of  Emmons 

Ball  and  Miss  Hmogcne  Ilumphrev.  at  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica;  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  of  the  church  of  England  not  being  recognized,  it  was 

performed  by    the  governor  of  the  province  Nov.  11,  Trinit}-  c^'cle 

factory  formaily  dedicated  under  the  auspices  of  the  Monadnock  Cycle 

Club  and  the  Good  Koads  .\ssociatioii  Electric  power  supplied  for 

manufacturing  and  other  purposes  by  the  Keene  Gas  Light  and  Electric 

I'ower  Company  Xov.  16,  Mr.  and  Airs,  .-\rtemas  Baker  celebrated 

their  golden  wedding  New  hospital  ambulance  turned  over  to  the 

trustees  December,  Rev.  George  L.  Thompson,  formerly  of  Stafford, 

Conn.,  accepted  a  call  to  become  the  pastor  of  the  Unlversalist  society 
and  was  installed  on  Dec.  23. .....Dec.  2,  councils  accepted  eighty  acres  of 

land  adjoining  the  Beech  hill  reservoir  and  Woodland  cemetery,  for  park 
|iur|>oses,  from  George  A.  Whccloclt,  the  donor  of  Wheelock  park  and  the 
Children's  Wood. 

1S9S. 

George  H.  Eames,  mayor  -Jan.  4,  Royal  IL  Porter  elected  vice 

president  of  the  Cheshire  National  bank,  and  voluntarily  retired  from  the 
ofhce  of  cashier,  having  held  that  position  since  Oct.  1,  1855,  when  the 
Cheshire  bank,  which  was  organized  in  1804-,  was  still  a  state  bank; 

Walter  R.  Porter  elected  cashier  .Jan.  23,  death  of  Col.  Fred  A.  Barker, 

postmaster  since  1895,  aged  sixty-two  years  Jean  P.  Howes  made  an 
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automatic  fire  alarm  rejjister  for  the  fire  station  Feb.  14,  death  of 

Solomon  F.  Merrill,  aged  seventy-seven  years  Feb.  21,  the  nominatiou 

of  Gen.  Jerry  P.  Wellman  to  be  postmaster  of  Keeiie  sent  to  the  senate 

by  President  Mclvinle3'  Youn£^  Alen's  Christian  Association  canvassers 

secured  subscriptions  amounting  to  S20,000,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 

its  debt  Feb.  IG,  J.  Fred  Whiteomb,  Jr.,  and  Frank  X.  Barker  started  for 

the  Klondike;  Mr.  Whiteomb  was  accidentally  shot,  Alay  23,  and  buried 
with  full  Masonic  rites,  at  Windy  Arm,  Tagisli  lake,  Alaska,  aged  twenty- 
five  years  March  4,  death  of  John  P>.  Fisher,  aged  sixt_v-five  IMarch  4, 

Ladies'  Exchange,  Colony's  block,  suffered  total  destruction  by  fire,  and 

the  stock  in  trade  of  other  merchants  was  injured  March  17,  city 

councils  accepted  the  resignation  of  City  Clerk  Jeny  P.  Wellman,  and 

Frank  H.  Whiteomb  vi'as  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  Aj^ril  1,  Postmaster 

Wellman  entered  upon  his  duties,  with   Walter  B.  Richardson  as  head 

clerk  Ma3'  3,  death  of  John  L.  Rritton,  aged  ninety-three  years  May 

5,  city  councils  granted  Superintendent  Babbidge  a  lesive  of  aljsence  and 
elected  John  A.  Denison  acting  superintendent  of  water  works,  sewers  and 

drains  !May  7,  Company  L,  First  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  100  men, 

under  Captain  Paul  F.  Babbidge,  left  for  the  Spanish-American  war  

May  8,  death  of  Oscar  G.  Nims,  aged  fiftj'-two  years  June  G,  city 

councils  accepted  the  Henry  Colony  house  on  West  street,  with  altera- 
tions to  make  it  convenient  for  a  library  building,  from   Edward  C. 

Thayer  Citizens  raised  money  by  subscription  for  immediate  use  of  the 

soldiers  of  Company  L,  at  Camp  Thomas,  Chickamaug.i.  Ga  June  10, 

death  of  John  A.  Ratchelder,  aged  sixty-seven  years  South  Keene  mills 

leased  to  William  C.  H.  Badger  of  Boston  June  25,  high  wind  and 

storm ;  James  S.  Taft's  hoiise  damaged  In-  the  breaking  off  of  a  big  elm 

tree  JuK'  1,  Cheshire  County  Savings  bank  established  July  4,  death 

of  Edward  C.  Tha3'er,  aged  seventy  ^-ears;  and  death  of  Edward  G«s- 
tine,  aged  seveut3'-€ight  3-ears  The  old  Beaver  street  tannery  demol- 
ished to  make  room  for  dwelling  houses  ]u\y  31,  in  Chattanooga, 

Tenn.,  death  of  Sergeant  Darwin  M.  Aldrich,  Co.  L,  First  New  Hamp- 
shire Volunteers,  age<l  twent3'-sis  years  Aug.  2.  first  commercial  incan- 
descent lights  installed  in  Xims  Brothers'  market  on  West  street  Aug. 

23,  death  of  Charles  E.  Joslin,  aged  fiftv  years  A  Bund3'  time  recorder 

placed  in  the  postoffice  Sept.  2,  large  barns  on  the  A.  J.  Williams 

place,  Winchester  street,  destro3-ed  during  a  severe  thunder  storm  

Sept.  13,  5,000  people  greeted  the  return  of  Company-  L,  First  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  with  fireworks,  bonfires  and  a  hot  supper  at  the 

K.  L.  G.  armory  Sept.  28.  east  line  of  Main  street,  between  Church 

and  Roxbury  streets,  straightened  and  concrete  walks  renewed  and  en- 
larged Sept.  30,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Scripture  celebrated  their  sixt3-- 

fifth  wedding  anniversar3-,  aged  ninety-one  and  eighty-nine  years  respec- 
tively Oct.  8,  death  of  William  R.  Bradbur3',  of  Compan3'  L,  at  the 

hospital  in  Concord;  aged  twenty  years  Oct.  0,  death  of  Jerry  F.  Mc- 
Carthy, struck  b3'  an  engine,  near  the  Fitchburg  repair  shops,  aged 

twenty-four  Frog  pond  near  the  S3'monds  place,  on  West  street,  filled 

in  and  draiji  constructed  Oct.  15,  death  of  Chauncev  B.  Billings,  aged 
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fip'bt y-iiiiit  yc.-irs  Oct.  IS,  IGOtli  .'innivirs.'iry  of  tlic  forni.'ition  of  the 

First  C()n.-ri-,i:;ili()ii.-il  t  linrch  .John       Rust  fitted  up  the  old  Indurated 

r,-i]icr  C<)rii|i.iny's  factory   for  a  pail  shop  Nov.  C,  l>ody  of  Ira  E. 

Cli.isi  ,  nuk-d  sixty,  found  on  the  west  Ijank  of  the  Aslmelot  river,  near  the 

shooting;  r;ii>j;e,  death  bciiif;:  the  result  of  exposure  Cycle  path  from 

Pe.-ir]  street  to  Majilc  avenue  was  coustructed  and  William  M.  Woodward 

deeded  to  the  city  the  roundiny  corner  at  Maple  and  Park  avenues  

Nov.  14,  Ladies'  Cliaritablc  Society  held  its  eip;hty-third  annual  meeting;. 

 Nov.  D,  death  of  Kufus  L.  Parker,  a.t;cd  seventy -three  years  Nov. 

17,  city  councils  voted  to  purchase  a  portable  stone  crusher  Nov.  27,. 

extraordinary  snow  storm  ra;^cs  all  day  Stone  watering  trouj.jh  ])laced 

at  the  foot  of  P.ccch  hill,  ou  Roxbury  street  Not.  28,  citizens  held  a 

peace  jubilee  on  the  accei^tance  by  Spain  of  the  terms  of  peace  laid  down 

b}'  President  McKinley  Dec.  5  and  (>,  <^rcat  snow  storm  and  hurricane, 

witJi  much  {iauiaj^c  to  trees  and  bnildinji;s  Dec.  14-,  death  of  Mrs.  Roe- 

na  Shelley,  aj^ed  one  hundred  and  two  years,  eij,dit  months  and  twenty- 
five  days  diaries  II.  Pairfield  completed  his  ice  pond,  on  upper  Elm 

street  Dec.  15,  curfew  petition  rejected  by  the  city  councils  Dec.  15, 

death  of  Jotliam   A.  Prcnch,  aj^ed  sixty-four  years  Dec.  17,  Van  C. 

Emerson  expired  from  disease  of  the  heart,  at  the  head  of  Central  square, 

aj^cd  fifty-iliree  years  Dec.  24,  death  of  Ilosca  Foster,  aged  eighty-nine 

years. 

1899. 

Ccorgc  II.  Eames,  mayor  Jan.  2,  severely  cold,  42°  Iwlow  zero  at 

\Yest  Keenc  .Jan.  5,  death  of  Jonas  I'arker,  aged  eighty-three  years, 

and  of  Joiiatlian  G.  Tj-lcr,  aged  eiglity-onc  years  Feb.  4,  death  of  Wil- 
liam W.  Parker,  aged  seventy-four  years  Feb.  13,  heavy  snow  storm, 

blocking  railroads  throughout  New  England,  worst  blizzard  in  Keene 

since  1S8S.  Feb.  28,  Thayer  library  building  dedicated  ;  a  gift  of  $5,000 

received  from  Mrs.  Thayer  and  Miss  Chapin,  the  income  to  be  used  for 

the  ])urchase  of  books  March  1,  death  of  ex-Mayor  George  W.  McDnf- 

foe,  aged  fifty-eight  years  March  10,  Rev.  Octavius  Ap])legate,  Jr.,  re- 
signed as  rector  of  St.  James'  church  Rev.  .Archibald  McCord  resigned 

pastorate  of  Second  Congregational  church,  to  take  effect  Oct.  1  March 

20,  Cheshire  Chair  Company's  storehon.se  burned  ;  loss  about  $15,000  

March  17,  Rev.  William  G.  Poor  resigned  as  j)astor  of  the  First  Congre- 
gation.'il  church  March  22,  New  Hamjjshire  Sentinel  appeared  as  an  illus- 
trated centennial  number,  and  the  Sentinel  Printing  Company  issued  an 

exact  reproduction  of  the  first  paper,  issued  March  23,  1799  .March  26, 

death  of  Samuel  A.  Geroukl,  Jr.,  aged  seventy-eight  years  Hecdle's  Mil- 
itary band  organized  March  21,  Reuben  Hyland  completed  fift}-  years 

of  continuous  railway  service  April  6,  death  of  Edwin  C.  Aldrich,  aged 

seventy-nine  ^ears  May  7,  Rev.  Alfred  H.  Wheeler  takes  charge  of  St. 

James'  parish  and  conducts  the  services  .May  12,  Sunday  street  spriuk- 

liug  authorized  to  be  done  before  the  hour  of  morning  services  May 

10,  ileath  of  Elisha  .Aver,  aged  seventy-eight  years  May  28,  death  of 

Frederick  L.  Pitcher,  aged  .sixty  years  Rev.  Edward  A.  Renouf,  D.  D., 
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presented  a  large  set-  of  coins  to  the  Keenc  High  scIicm^jI  I'ortmit 

of  David  Nirns  turned  over  to  the  trustees  of  the  ini!>lic  library  by  the 

citj-  May  31,  Mrs.  Louis  Castor  (ai;ed  thirty-seven)  shot  down  by  her 

husband,  the  first  nivirder  ii>  Keeue  in  over  twenty  \-ears  June  l,eoun- 

cils  offered  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  Tvouis  Castor  .June  8,  Louis 

Castor  surrendered  himself  volnntarily  to  Slieriff  Tutlle  after  ineeiinji  his 

brother  and  Rev.  A.  IL  Wheeler  Jnue  15,  control  of  tlie  pnblie  library 

placed  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  .June  21,  Miss  Myra  F.  Southworth 

appointed  librarian  of  the  Kcene  Public  Librar}-  July  3,  three  incendi- 
ary' fires  occurred  durinij  the  iiijiht  July'  G,  corner  stone  of  St.  James' 

parish  house  laid  with  an  appr(ii)riate  ceremony  July  20,  contract  ex- 
ecuted between  the  city  and  the  Keene  Gas  Light  Conipam'  for  fifty-two 

arc  and  100  incandescent  electric  h^hts,  for  a  term  of  six  years  Au.y:ust, 

underground  conduits  constructed  by  the  Xew  England  Telephone  Com- 
pany Diamond   Match  shop  opened  in  tlie  Beaver  mills  Awji;.  11, 

death  of  Deidamia  Allen,  aged  ninety-nine  years,  three  months  and  twen- 
ty-seven days,  a  pensioner  of  the  war  of  1S12  Aug.  17,  city  councils 

adopted  an  ordinance  under  the  new  [tlumbing  law,  and  appointed  Paul 

F.  Babbidge  the  first  inspector  of  plumbing-  Beaver  bi'ook  cleared  out 

and  considerable  gain  made  in  grade,  at  an  expense  of  about  $700  

Sept.  3,  death  of  Timothy  Kelleher,  aged  sixty -seven  years,  caused  by  be- 
ing overcome  by  smoke  during  a  fire  in  ])is  house  which  occurred  on  Aug. 
31  Dynamo  and  water  motor  set  up  in  high  school  building  and  con- 
nected with  a  complete  working  model  of  an  electric  railway  and  with 

incandescent  lamps,  by  Principal  Kay  Sept.  8,  Col.  Henry  E.  Clark's 

farm  buildings  destroyed  liy  fire  caused  by  lightning;  loss  about  $10,000. 

 Sept.  22,  Rev.  Howard  Billman  called  to  the  pulpit  of  the  Second 

Congregational  church  Sei)t.  24,  Beaver  mills  dryhouse,  with  a  large 

(juantity  of  staves  and  pziils,  destroyed  by  fire  Sept.  25,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Lemuel  Hay  ward  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  

Se]Jt.  2G,  seventeen  blasts  blown  on  Beaver  mills  whistle  in  honor  of  the 
arrival  of  Admiral  Dewey  in  Xew  York  harbor  aboard  the  flagship  Olym- 
pia,  followed  by  the  ringing  of  the  courthouse  and  church  bells,  etc., 
which  continued  one  hour  Oct.  10,  fifty-fifth  session  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment and  the  state  Kel)ckah  assembly,  and  on  Oct.  1  1,  the  fifty-sixth 
annual  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire,  L  O.  O.  F.,  held 

in  Keene  Nov.  23,  St.  James'  parish  house  dedicated  with  religious  and 

social  exercises  Hon.  John  T.  Abbott  resigned  as  judge  of  jjrobate  

Dec.  5,  Rev.  Edward  Payson  Drew  installed  jiastor  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational church  Dec.  7,  city  councils  adopted  an  ordinance  providing  for 

a  highway  commission  Dec.  S,  John  E.  Allen  nominated  by  Governor 

Rollins  as  judge  of  jjrobate  for  Cheshire  county  Dec.  25,  death  of  Amos 

B.  Hcywood,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

1900. 

.\ustin  A.  Ellis,  mayor  Jan.  10,  water  supj^ly  limited,  and  Button 

steam  fire  engine  used  to  pump  water  from  the  Ashuelot  river  into  the 
Court  street  main  .Jan.  2+,  death  of  Jehicl  Hfirlow,  aged  eighty  years. 


704 


ulsroh-y  oi-  kebxb. 


 Mrs.  Piis.'in  Kill!;  fcrkiiis  ])rescrited  a  memorial  altar  to  St.  James' 

clinrcli  for  ilic  jiew  |jarisli  Iiouse,  and  it  was  consecrated  on  Feb.  2  

Fob.  3.  I)elii;j;c  ilosc  Conijianj-  jirescntcd  I-'irst  Assistant  lin^^inccr  Edward 

V.  CiirriLran   with  a  .i^old  watch  and  cliain  Fel).  13,  water  ten  and 

.nic-iialf  inclics  higher  than  known  since  1.SG9;  two  inches  of  rain  and 
mcliiirj:  snow  and  ice  raised  the  Asliuelot  river  and  tributaries  above 
bi.ah  w 'iter  mark,  meadows  adjacent  being  overflowed  and  fences  cov- 
ered, and  staf^es  com])elled  to  take  roundabout  routes  Feb.  15,  board 

of  mayor  and  aldermen  accepted  resignation  of  Alderman  Samuel  Patrick 
and  ordered  the  selectmen  of  ward  2  to  issue  a  warrant  for  a  meeting 

of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ward  to  fdl  the  vacancy  March  20,  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Samuel  E.  Hall  celebrated   the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 

wcddiug  March  31,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  J.  Sawyer  celebrated  their 

jiolden  wedding  .4pri]  18,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Brooks  celebrated 

tlie  fiflietlj  anniversary  of  their  marriage  April  19,  Dennis  Donovan, 

aged  ten  \  e;irs,  fell  from  a  frail  raft  and  perislied  in  deep  water  on  the 

meadows  ne.sr  his  home  on  Butler  court  May  2,  Eric  J.  Beliveau, 

aged  nine  years,  drowned  in  Giffin  &  Dana's  mill  pond  M.iy  3,  Union 

school  district  voted  to  enlarge  the  Lincoln  school  lot  by  the  purchase 

of  sixty  S{snare  rods  of  land  for  $000,  from  Silas  Hardj  May  10, 

Unioi)   district   voted  to  build  a  new   Lincoln  school    building  at  an 

expense  of  .$1 3,000  Way  13,  twenty -fifth  anniversary  of  the  dedication 

of  the   Raj)tist    church  of  Keene   (the  third   which  the  Baptists  had 

occniiied)    apijropriatel.v  observed  at  the   morning  service  May  22, 

hearing  held  on  the  petition  for  the  widening  of  West  street  to  preserve 
the  Cooke  elm;  Mrs.  Mary  Pratt  Cooke  Nash  waived  her  right  to  claim 

land  damage  May  23,  Mr.  and   Mrs,  Simeon  Gould  celebrated  the 

fifiietli    anniversary  of  their  wedding  May  30,  Ashuelot  Chapter, 

iJaughtcrs  of  the  American  Kevolntion,  rededicatcd  the  second  burial 
place  of  the  early  .settlers  of  Keene,  a  part  of  the  Henry  0.  Spaulding 
farm,  in  West  Keene,  and  erected  a  boulder,  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 
......June  S,  Social  Friends  Lodge,  k.  F.  &  A.  ^L,  celebrated  its  seventy- 
fifth  atmiversary,  and  Kev.  Josiah  L.  Seward,  D.  D.,  delivered  a  brief  his- 
torical address  June  27,  anxiety  felt  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Frank  M. 

Chapin  of  Kecuc,  for  twenty  years  past  missionaries  in  China,  on  account 

of  xlic  Boxer  uprising  Waring  system  of  sewers  ordered  constructed 

tlirongh  several  streets  to  Leverett  street,  at  a  cost  of  al)o\it  $1,700  

June  20,  death  of  Sylvester  S])aulding,  aged  seventy-six  years  July  1, 

Boston  vS:  Maine  railroad  assumed  the  management  of  the  Fitchburg  rail- 
road Trinity  Cycle  Company  commenced  the  manufacture  of  automo- 
biles July  1),  city  councils  appropriated  $1,700  for  a  new  boiler  and 

for  rejjairs  to  renew  the  disabled  Button  steam  fire  engine  July  21, 

Cheshire  Chfiir  Company's  storehouse  again  destroyed  by  fire,  loss  $10,- 

U()0  Aug.  17,  death  of  Iveston  E.  Mason,  aged  forty-seven  years  

Sept.  7,  death  of  Ciiarlcs  K.  Colony,  aged  seventy-nine  years  Sept.  8, 

Keene  ILlectric  railway  completed  and  first  car  arrived  over  the  road  

West  street  bridge  built  in  1S37  by  Aaron  Wilson  and  Oren  Dickinson 
for  the  sum  of  $1,288,  dismantled  lo  give  place  to  an  iron  structure  
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Samuel  Wadswortli  plriced  the  height  of  Mouaduock  niouiitaiu  at  an 

altitude  of  3,1GG  feet  October,  Joseph  Chase  jjresented  the  city  with  a 

quitclaim  deed  of  his  interest  in  that  part  of  his  farm  called  the  North 

cemeterj'  Xov.  21,  new  iron  bridge  on  West  street  given  a  severe  test 

with  a  loaded  electric  car  and  the  passage  over  blocks  of  wood  of  the 

fifteen-ton  road  roller  Dec.  12,  Gunisey  Brothers  &  Co.  move  into  the 

new  bakery  building  on  Church  .street  Dec.  22,  death  of  Asa  Cole, 

aged  ninety-six  years  New  mill  of  the  Faulkner  &:  Colony  Manufactur- 
ing Company-  completed,  having  a  capacity  of  over  4,000  spindles  City 

paid  the  Wrought  Iron  Bridge  Company  the  sum  of  $9,94G.14-,  for  the 

South  Keene  and  West  street  bridges  P'opulation  of  Keene:  Ward  1, 

2,4-SS;  ward  2,  1,896;  ward  3,  1,92G;  ward  4-,  1,3S4;  ward  5,  1,471; 
total,  9,105. 

1901. 

Francis  A.  Perry,  mayor  Opening  of  the  twentieth  century  observed 

in  Keene  by  appropriate  exercises.    .\t  midnight  a  national  salute  was 

fired  and  services  held  in  the  several  churches  and  in  Masonic  hail  

Harrj-  T.  Kingsbury  designed  and  built  a  new  automobile,  propelled  by 

a  naphtha  motor,  at  the  Wilkins  Toy  Companj^'s  works  Jan.  2,  the 

South  Keene  Compan\-  sold  the  Hale  mills  to  the  Fred  B.  Pierce  Com- 

panj-  Bronze  tablet  placed  in  the  Unitarian  church  to  accompany  the 

memorial  window  previoush'  erected,  in  memor3-  of  the  seveiit3--oiie  found- 
ers of  that  society  .Jan.  17,  Steamobile  Company  of  America  voted  an 

exemption  from  taxation  Patrick  Dee  resigned  his  position  as  road- 
master  in  charge  of  the  Ashuclot  division  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad 

after  forty-five  years  of  active  service  k  severe  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever, 

which  commenced  late  in  Jaimary,  continued  three  months,  prostrated 
business,  interfered  with  the  work  of  the  schools,  necessitated  the  clos- 
ing of  churches,  schools,  the  hl.irarj-'  and  aty  hall;  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  cases  were  reported  to  the  board  of  health,  of  which  number  twenty- 
two  died;  quarantine  expenses  incurred  aggregated  al)Out  $4,200  Feb. 

S,  death  of  Rev.  Stephen  G.  Abbott,  aged  eighty-one  3-ears  Feb.  10, 

death  of  Simeon  Gould,  aged  seventy-eight  3'ears  Feb.  11,  death  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Brooks,  aged  seventy-two  years,  and  of  John  G.  Lesure,  aged 

tiftj--five  j-ears  Feb.  11,  small  pox  appeared  in  Keene,  but  was  confined 

by  police  patrol  and  rigid  (jnarantine  measures  to  two  cases;  tw^o  cases 
of  small  pox  and  three  of  varioloid  only  were  reported  during  the  v'car. 

 Feb.  21,  death  of  Gordis  D.  Harris,  aged  seventy-six  years  Feb.  21, 

Gardner  C.  Hill,  M.  D.,  appointed  city  agent  for  vaccination  with  power 
to  appoint  assistants  and  an  order  passed  b_v  the  cit3-  government  that 

they  proceed  in  the  matter  according  to  law  Feb.  27,  death  of  Luther 

P.  Alden,  aged  seventj-'four  years  Feb.  2S,  death  of  Simon  Carr,  aged 

eight3--three  years  March  12,  death  of  Alexander  H.  Grimes,  aged  sev- 
enth--one  years  March  17,  churches  reopened  for  services  bv  permission 

of  the  board  of  health  .March  21,  over  180  signers  petitioned  for  the 

renjoval  of  the  Cooke  elm  standing  in  West  street  March  26,  $1,600 

additional  appropriated  b3-  Union  school  district  for  the  purpose  of 
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completing  the  Lincoln  scIiodI  buildinc;;  (dd  Lincoln  sclioolhouse  ortlered 

solii  at  imblic  ;uKiioi)  hy  ;i  coinniiitCL'  March  30,  Capl.  S.  Flctclicr  Diit- 

ton  of  Kecnc  MiiM'iin.ci        tlio  [ircsidciit  to  the  office  of  cajjtain  in  the 

rcgailar  army  ns.  ;i--s)vi.iiu  i|u.'irtcrin.-istcr  of  subsisience  March  31,  city 

hall  lot  enclosed  by  a  feiict  to  confirm  title  to  land  April  8,  school 

reopened,  and  Ajiril  L",  grammar  ;:rradcs  reopened  in  the  high  school  build- 
in;:  \pril      death  of  Charles  Scripture,  a<jed  ninety-four  years  April 

11.  trustees  of  Keene  Public  Library  accepted  a  gift  of  boolcs  from  Messrs. 
Robert  >S.  and  Richard  W .  Hale  of  Boston,  in  memory  of  their  father,  the 

late  Hon.  Geo.  S.  Hale  of  Keene  and  Boston  April  14-,  Rev.  M.  C.  I'en- 

dexter,  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  closed  a  pastorate  of  five 

years,  and  Kcy.  Jesse  .\L  I.'urreli  appointed  to  the  charj^e  Rev.  George 

L.  Thompson,  for  three  and  one-half  years  a  resident  of  Keene,  resigne<l 

as  pastor  of  the  rniversalist  church  to  take  effect  May  1  .Ajiril  22, 

after  a  public  hearing  the  mayor  and  aldermen  voted  to  ^"^ive  the  peti- 

tiosiers  for  the  removal  of  the  Cooke  elm  leave  to  withdraw  April  29, 

death  of  lir.  George  K.  Dinsmoor,  aged  iiftj--nine  years,  eleven  months  

,\Lay  I,  death  of  ex-.\!ayor  .Vsa  Smith,  aged  seventy-seven  years  May 

2,  Roller  Rearing  &  Equipment  Company  granted  an  exemption  from  tax- 
ation ALay  7,  Francis  C.  Faulkner  appointed  railroad  c<5mmissioner  by 

Governor  Jordan  AL'iy  14-,  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  Xev»- Hampshire 

f>dcrat!on  of  Women's  Clubs  held  in  the  Unitarian  church  May  16, 

Fred  B,  Fierce  Company  granted  an  exemption  from  taxation  Stone 

drinking  fountain  accepted  by  the  city  to  lie  placed  on  Court  street,  the 

gift  of  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Tha.yer  May  29,  funeral  of  William  S.  Briggs, 

at  the  Unitarian  church,  his  death  having  occurred  at  Moutpelier,  Vt.,  on 

May  27,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and  eight  months  June  14, 

death  of  Caleb  T.  Buffum,  aged  eight_v-(>ne  years  -June  15, formal  opening 

of  the  new  Wilkiiis  laundry  on  I'roctor  court,  attended  hy  over  500  peo- 
ple -June  20,  Alderman  Daniel  C.  Cahalane  resigns  July  3,  maj-or  and 

alderman  allow  -51,200  to  the  board  of  health  for  extra  services  during 

the  scarlet  fever  epidemic,  July  +,  monument  erected  b_v  Francis  0. 

Niras,  over  the  grave  of  Keene's  first  town  clerk,  David  Xims,  in  Washing- 
ton street  cemeterj'  -July  17,  Elvin  P.  Priest  fatally  burned  by  explosion 

of  gasoline  at  Ste.tmobile  works  J«'-v  23, -Alderman  Oscar  H.Fay  elected, 

and  he  took  his  seat  on  the  20th  -July  2S,  Holbrook  Grocery  Company's 

v.'hoiesaie  warehouse  damaged  by  fire;   loss  about  845,000  August, 

Kegisier  of  Deeds  Buffucn  began  the  reiudexiiig  of  the  Cheshire  county 

real  estate  records  Aug.  22,  city  councils  voted  to  purchase  lands  in 

Ro.xbury  of  Charles  GifBn,  Edward  Cota,  Patrick  Donahue,  and  George 
.\.  Hall,  adjoining  Woodward  pond,  and  a  lot  on  Beech  hill  of  Airs. 

Charles  H.  Fairfield,  for  the  sum  of  S3,S25  Sept.  5,  Rev.  Edward  A. 

Renouf,  D.  D.,  presented  to  the  city  the  police  benevolent  fund  of  $500, 

which  was  accepted  Citjr  councils  ordered  a  new  steel  bridge  to  be  placed 

over  Beaver  brook  to  connect  "Woodland  and  Greenlawn  cemeteries  

Sept.  17,  Mayor  Ferrj-  re(|uested  the  suspension  of  business  and  that  ser- 
vices l>e  held  on  Thiirsdaj-,  Sept.  19,  in  memor\'  of  the  late  President 
Williatn  McKinley..  ...Sept.  10,  the  city  councils  adjourned  till  the  next 
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evening-  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  I'resident  AIcKinlcy  Sept.  20,  councils 

voted  to  purchase  an  acre  and  forty-eight  rods  of  land  lying  between 
Woodland  and  Greenlawn  cemeteries  of  tlie  heirs  of  Pierre  Couiliard,  for 

$250  Oct.  9,  field  day  of  two  Vermont  and  two  Xew  Hampshire  cf)m- 

manderies  of  Knijrlris  Teroplur,  in  Keeue,  with  Alt.  Horel)  Commaudery 

of  Concord  as  quests  of  liugh  de  Payens  Commandery  of  Keene  Oct. 

S,  9,  and  10,  sixteenth  anriiml  conve;3tion  of  the  Christian  Endeavorcrs 

of  New  Hampshire  held  in  Keene  Oct.  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  L. 

Davis  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  Xovember,  Swedish  Lutheran 

church  organized  Nov.  5,  Hollirook  (Grocery  Company  presented  a  set 

of  dishes  to  the  firemen  of  Keene  Xov.  l.->.  Music  hall  in  Lane's  new 

block,  corner  of  Church  and  Main  streets,  opened  to  the  ])ubHc  1)V  the 
Keene  Chorus  Club,  seating  capncity  of  the  hall  about  500. .....Nov.  21, 

death  of  Edward  Joslin,  nged  ninety-one  years,  seven  months  Xov.  25, 

death  of  \Yilliam  L.  Davis,  aged  seveiity-eiglst  years  Xov.  29,  Henry  R. 

Parker's  mill  and  \YC)od  yard  burned,  loss  about  $700  Dec.  3,  heaviest 

SDOw  storm  since  1S8S  Dec.  5,  dcatli  of  I-afayette  Weeks,  aged  seven- 
ty-seven years  Dec.  19,  Mrs.  Harriet  Webster  Towne  fatally  burned  at 

her  home,  aged  ninety-four  years  Sixty  buildings  erected  in  Keene  dnr- 

ing  the  year. 

1902. 

Francis  .A.  Perry,  mayor  Jan.         death  of  Gen.  Simon  G.  Griffin, 

aged  seventy-sevc-n  years  .Jan.  2.'1,  Rev.  Jolm  H,  Smith  resigned  pastor- 
ate of  the  Baptist  church  after  nearly  five  years  of  service  Jan.  29, 

death  of  Clark  F.  Rowell,  aged  sixty-seven  years  Feb.  10,  John  P. 

Rust's  pail  factory  burned;  loss  $.30,000......Feb.  20,  after  a  pnblie  hear- 
ing Union  school  district  lines  were  defined  and  additional  territory  was 

added  on  the  easterly  side  March  1,  Fairfield  dam  gave  way;  loss 

S500:  about  ten  feet  of  water  stood  above  the  enbanknient  where  Court 

street  crosses  the  Kate  Tyler  ravine  ilarcb  3,  culvert  at  the  Kate  Tyler 

ravine  was  carried  away,  and  afterwards  repaired   at  an  expense  of 

§1,069.17  March  2+,  Baptist  society  voted  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev. 

Joseph  Walther,  of  Holdea.  Mass.,  to  liecome  its  pastor;  Mr.  Waltber 

accepted  the  call  and  1)egan  his  labors  on  Sunday,  May  +  \pril  10, 

trustees  of  the  Elliot  City  Hospital  accepted  a  memorial  gift  of  512,000 
from  the  heirs  of  the  late  Edward  Joslin,  for  the  erection  of  a  home  for 
nurses  April  21,  Ashuelot  Chapter,  Danghters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, unveiled  a  large  granite  boulder  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  P.akcr 
streets,  to  mark  the  road  taken  by  the  jiatriots  on   April  21,  1775,  in 

response  to  the  Lexington  alartsm  April  28.  death  of  David  Knight, 

aged  eighty-nine  years. .....May  1,  death  of.Xrba  T.  Stearns  aged  seventy- 
seven  years  May  f>,  7,  8,  tiinety-tlsird  annual  meeting  of  the  general 

association  of  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  clmrches  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire held  in  Keene  May  15,  Cheshire  Tannery  property  sold  to  John 

P.  Rxist  May  IS,  Young  .Nfen's  Christian  Association  observed  the 

eighteenth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  local  branch  Xew  cream- 
ery built  on  the  Holbrook  farm,  near  the  entrance  to  Goose  pond  on  the 


70S 


HISTORY  OF  KEENE. 


old  Sjirry  roHti  May  2G,  27,  2S,  first  convention  of  the  Keene  Chorus 

Cluli  Iicld  in  city  hall  .June  5,  cit}'  councils  authorized  the  issue  of  $25,- 

000  in  bonds  for  Echo  lake  water  _\vorks  extension  via  South  Keene; 
bonrls  sold  for  $25,978;  masonry  dam  tiuilt  on  Mnnsell  lot,  135  feet 
Imiir    and  nineteen  feet  above  the  hcd  of  Roarin;^  brook  to  contain 

2,5(J0,00m  j^nllons  of  water  June  S,  firemen  of  Keene  lield  xipi)roj)riate 

meniori.'il  services  and  decorated  the  <j;raves  of  those  who  died  in  service 

since  the  department  was  orj^anized  on  its  jirescnt  basis  June  IG,  fire 

at  Beaver  mills,  loss  on  finished  pails  and  packages  about  ^3,000  June 

IS,  ladder  truck  No.  2  added  to  the  apparatus  of  the  Hook  and  Ladder 
Conipan3-;  cost,  SI, 250  .June  19,  city  councils  voted  to  print  the  His- 
tory of  the  Town  of  Keene  July  1,  free  mail  delivery  service  estab- 
lished for  South  Keene  and  Swanzc\'  Factorj-;  house  nHml)ering  system 

extended  to  meet  requirements  July  12,  incendiary  fire  destroyed  GifHu's 

mills;  loss  $15,000;  Georf^e  E.  T.Topkins  confessed  to  setting  the  fire  

Sept.  4,  city  councils  accepted  the  private  fire  alarm  sj-stem  u.sed  by  fire- 
men Sept.  IG,  death  of  Leonard  J.  Tuttle,  aged  .seventy-one  years  

Sept.  IP.  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  unveiled  a  bronze  tablet 
at  the  Thaj-er  Library  building  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
American  Revolution  from  Keene;  impressive  services  held  and  tablet 

formally  acccjitcd  by  the  cxty  Oct.  IG,  councils  voted  to  grade  River 

street  to  receive  the  sewer  e.\tension  ordered  through  River  and  \Yood- 

burn  streets  Nov.  l-t,  200  business  men  and  citizens  held  a  banquet  at 

the  Cheshire  Tlouse  in  honor  of  the  comj)letton  of  J.  P.  Rust's  new  brick 
pail  factory  on  Water  street;  business  men  passed  resolutions  in  the 

interest  of  a  permanent  l)oard  of  trade  H.  W.  Hubljard  removed  to 

his  new  brick  machine  shop  on  Emerald  street  Nov.  2.5,  Bovs'  Club  of 

the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  formally  opened  its  room  in  the  parson- 
age on  Elm  street  Nov.  2S,  water  turned  into  the  city  mains  from  the 

new  intercepting  reservoir  and  pipe  line  via  South  Keene;  new  addition 

to  the  Echo  la];e  sj'Stem  con.structed  at  a  cost  of  $26,300  Dec.  4,  city 

councils  voted  to  purchase  eleven  acres  of  French  land  and  160  acres  of 
the  Cota  farm  in  Roxbnry,  bordering  on  Roaring  brook,  extending  a 
mile  down  the  brook  from  land  already  owned  by  the  city,  at  an  expense 
of  $1,620;    total  land  owned  b%'  the  cit_v  in  Roxbury  about  1,082  acres. 

 Public  library,  cit\'  hall  and  fire  station  heated  with  wood  from  the 

city's  lands  in  Roxburv,  on  account  of  the  coal  strike. 

1903. 

James  S.  Taft,  mayor  Jan.  S.  farm  buildings  of  Elmer  T.  Morse 

burned  on  Winchester  street,  with  eight  cows,  a  horse  and  three  pigs ; 

loss  estimated  at  $3,000  .Jau.  17,  strike  at  the  C.  B.  Lancaster  shoe 

factory  .Jan.  23,  shoe  factory  closed  -Jan.  23,  Mayor  Taft  offered  a 

reward  of  $1,000  for  the  apprehension  of  the  person  who  had  recently 

been  setting  fires  in  Keene  .Jan.  23,  Rev.  Howard  Billman  resigned  as 

acting  pastor  of  the  Second   Congregational  church  to  take  effect  on 

April  1  Feb.  3,  Keene  Commercial  Club  organized;  Fred  B.  Pierce, 

president ;  constitution  and  by-laws  ado])ted  Feb.  4,  death  of  Franklin 
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L.  Howe,  aged  sixty-six   years  Feli.  7,  Josephine,  iiifaal  i3aii;2;]itcr  of 

William  Gilbo,  suffocateil  by  a  fire  on  L'oiigiaKS  street  Feb.  9,  Keeiie 

Chapter,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  organized  at  the  hoii.se  of 

Charles  G.  Shedd  on  M.Triboro  street  Early  in  February  local  coal 

dealers  began  booking  orders  for  anthracite  coal  for  the  first  tiine  since 

earl3-  iu  previous  December  Feb.  16,  twenty-five  special  police  officers 

commissioned  by  the  mayor  arjd  aldenricn  on  account  of  the  shoemakers' 

strike  Feb,  17,  shoe  factory  reopeued  as  a  free  shop  Water  main 

ordered  extended  through  Eastern  avenue  at  an  expense  of  $3,200  

March  5,  city  conucils  voted  to  exempt  Charles  L.  Russell  &  Sons  from 
taxation  on  a  proposed  two-story  brick  manufactory,  etc.,  not  exceeding 
a  valuation  of  $50,000  March  8,  dertth  of  John  L.  Davis,  aged  ninety- 
three  years  Alarch    11,  death  of  Gtf)rge  Burnap,   aged  eighty-four 

years  March   14,  death  of  Col.  Edwin  0.  Uphani,  aged  forty-three 

years  March  20,  death  of  j.  .Mason  Reed,  .iged  seventv-six  ye.'irs  

March  23,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Collins  celei>r.-ited  their  golden  wedding  

March  26,  death  of  Francis  C.  Faulkner,  aged  fifty  years  Union  school 

district  authorized  a  committee  to  see  what  arrangements  could  be  made 
to  secure  the  Coolidge  lot,  next  north  of  the  city  hall,  or  some  other 

suitable  lot  for  a  new  high  school  building  March  29,  body  of  an 

infant  found  in  the  Vigneau  ravine  on  upper  Court  street  March  30, 

death  of  William  Rice,  aged  eighty-one  years  April  4-,  Carrie  E.  Read 

elected  librarian  of  the  Keene  Public  Library  .Ajiril  13,  a  son  of  Elmore 

\V.  Jennison  lost  his  life  in  Woodland  cemetery  pond  Thirty  represent- 
atives of  several  clubs  and  societies  met  at  the  council  rooms  and 
appointed  committees  to  prepare  for  the  joint  celebration  of  the  4th  of 

Juh'  and  the  lc>0th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  town  of  Keene  

April  10.  street  sprinkling  tax  reduced  to  $2  April  17,  the  twenty- 
fifth  anniversar}'  of  the  formation  of  the  Keene  Light  Guard  battalion 
observed  at  the  Cheshire  House;  Islr.  W.  FL  Prejitiss  gave  a  historical 

sketch  of  the  battalion  Rev.  Jesse  ^L  Durrell  of  Keene  appointed  to 

the  Dover  district  as  presiding  elder  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Robins 
assigned  to  the  pastorate  of  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Keene. 

 May  2,  ElHot  City  Hospital  realized  $738.75  through  the  generosity  of 

Denman  Thoraf)son  from  the  presentation  of  "The  Old  Homestead"  at 

the  cit3'  hall  Ma}-  D,  death  of  Barzill.-i  Richardson,  aged  seventy  j-ears. 

 May  10,  death  of  John  D.  Dunbar,  aged  eighty  years  "May  12, 

liquor  license  law  adopted  in  Keene  by  a  plurality  of  eightj-  votes  

May  13,  city  councils  voted  to  require  license  holders  to  pay  the  maxi- 
mum amounts  provided  h}-  the  license  law  for  liquor  licenses  issued  in 

Keene  till  1907  May  25,  aldermen   voted  to  widen  and  straighten 

lower  Main  street  May  25,  shoe  strike  officially  declared  off.. ....June  4, 

city  councils  voted  to  appropriate  .$2,000  for  new  stage,  scenery  and 
repairs  of  city  hall,  and  added  three  and  seven-tenths  miles  to  the  front- 
age now  covered  by  the  street  sprinkling   service,   making  a  total  of 

fourteen  and  seven-tenths  miles   frontage  to  be  sprinkled  .June  11, 

death  of  Eugene  A.  ^\^lipple,  aged  seventy  vears  June  14.  firemen's 

memorial  Sunday    observed  by  the  fire  department  at  St.  Bernard's 
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chiifch  ..luue  15,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Jolinson  celebrated  the  liftietli 

;niniversnry  of  their  m;irriai,'e  .[uik-  1G,  Mi-,  /nid  .Mrs.  S.-iniiiel  L).  Bill 

(ihscrvcd    their  golden   \vcd<liii;jr  Jmie   22,   f(>rt3-six    scholars  received 

{liplomas  at  city  h.'ill,  the  largest  class  wliich  hiid  eoni])letcd  the  high 

scho<d  cotir.se  License  coinrnissioiiers  restricted  territorx-  within  which 

liquor    licenses    wfmld   he  granted  June  24-,   Second  Congregational 

churcli  voied  to  extend  a  call  to  Rev.  \Yi]])S  A.  lladley  of  Sonthbridge, 
Mass.,  Ui  bccftine  its  pastor;  Afr.  Hndley  coinnieneed  his  labors  Sept.  G. 
 Jinic  2J),  Keene  Chapter,  No.  1,  Sons  of  the  .Vmerican  Revolution,  re- 
ceived its  clmi  ter  and  observed  the  occasion  at  the  armory  with  a  recep- 
tion, speaking  and  a  social  gathering  July  '5,  electric  railwa\-  opened 

its  Svv.inze}-  line  to  the  pnl)lic  -Jnly  4,  Inde|ienilence  day  and  the  IGOtli 

anniversary  of  the  town  of  Keene  celebrated  together  J"ly  11,  death 

of  Alfred  T.  Ratcbelder,  .aged  fifty-nine  years  July  13,  lioard  of  educa- 
tion voted  to  establish  two  kinderg.-trten  .schools,  one  at  the  Tiklen  and 
one  at  the  Elliot  building  -July  21,  some  twenty-five  veterans  of  Com- 
pany ,\,  Second  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers,  celebrated  the  fort3'-second 

anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  July  25,  fire  (Kcurred  in  the  water 

works  cellar  under  the  cit^'  hall;  loss  S20(l  -July  26,  fire  broke  out  in 

tlie  centre  of  Clarke's  block,  at  the  close  of  the  First  church  services; 
loss  about  $5,(KlO....,.Jnlv  3U,  death  of  Francis  Davis,  aged  seventy-nine 

years  Aug.  2-t,  death  of  John  Iliiinphrey,  aged  si.xt^- -eight  j-ears  

Sept.  8,  Iidwnrd  Josiin  Home  for  Nurses  opened  for  public  inspection  

Sept.  9,  city  hall  opened  to  the  public,  with  electric  lights,  new  stage  and 

scenery  Sept  12,  death  of  Mary  \l.  Wilson  Sherwood  of  Xew  York,  in 

her  seventy-seventh  year  Sept.  2.?.,  Gov.  .S.  J.  Bachelder,  members  of 

his  staff  and  invited  guests  entertained  at  the  Conntrx-  Club  grounds  

Se^it.  2l),  death  of  Dallas  M.  Follard,  aged  fiftv'-nine  3-ears  Oct.  1, 

Rev.   Willis  A.  HadW  installed  pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational 

church  Oct.  3,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  i-rancis  E.  Keves  observed  their  golden 

wedding  Oct.  24-,  second  fire  occurred  in  Clarke's  block  Oct.  27,  28, 

I'nitarians  of  Kcv\-  Hampshire  held  state  convention  in  the  Unitarian 

church  on  Wasliington  street  Oct.  2'J,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  lyCttenmayer 

celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage  Xov.  1,  Miss  Read 

retired  from   the  public  library  and   Miss  Maud   E.   Blooiningdale  of 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  .-issuraed  the  duties  of  librarian  A  section  of  macadam 

on  kjwcr  Main  street  surfaced  with  screened  branch  gr.-ivel  Xew  bridge 

over  the  branch  completed  and  the  electric  road  removed  its  rails  from 

the  branch  stcme  bridge  Xov.   S,  Mr.  and   Mrs.   David  B.  Stearns 

celebrated  their  golden  wedding  Xov.  0,  Mr.  and   Mrs.  George  H. 

Leet  given  xj  reception  at  the   Methodist  jiarsonage  on  the  fifty-fifth 

anniversary  o{  their  marriage  Dec.  1,  2,  3,  state  board  of  agriculture 

and  Uair3-raeii's  Association  held  a  series  of  meetings  in  citv  hall. 

1904. 

James  S.  Taft,  mayor  Jan.  1,  death  of  Dea.  George  P.  Drown,  aged 

seveniy  five  3-ears  .Jan.  4-,  trial  of  Malachi  Barnes,  accused  of  murder 

of  Asahel  Dunton  at  Sullivan,  o}>ened  ;  trial  ended  Jan.  G;  he  was  convicted 
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and  sentenced   to  state's  prison  for  life  Jan.  5,  Charles  II.  Hcrse_v 

elected  for  the  twentieth  !niinieij):il  term  as  auditor  Jan.  10,  missionnry 

rall^'  held  at  First  Congreirational  church  in  honor  <jf  Charles  .\.  Staiile_v, 
a  graduate  of  Oberliri  Theological  seminary,  who  was  to  be  sent  as  ri 

missionary  to  China,  under  the  auspices  of  t!)e  First  church  Jan.  15, 

Ladies"  Minstrels  gave  an  entcnainment  at  cit}-  hall,  for  the  henefit  of 

the  IIcis])it;il  Aid  Society;  net  proceeds  .S4-60  Box  mainifacturers  of 

Keene  ojjened  a  selling  agency  in  Xcw  York  city  Jan.  21,  board  of 

highway  commissioners  altolished  atid  authority  relating  to  liighvv.ays 
vested  in  the  board  of  !na3'or  and  aldermen  Spiral  stairway  for  fire  es- 
cape from  First  Congregational  church  completed;  fire  escape  attached 
to  Warren's  block,  it  being  occupied  in  part  by  four  schools  of  Union 

school  district  The  W.  P.  Chamberlain  Companj-  purchased  Gerould's 

block  on  Central  square  and  two  houses  fronting  on  Winter  street, 

for  the  pur}>ose  of  reconstructing  the  block  for  its  own  use  Feb.  4, 

.Australian  ballot  system  adojjted  for  future  municipal  elections  Wil- 
liam II.  H.  Beal,  connected  with  the  clothing  trade  here  for  thirt3'  years, 
retired  from  business  Feb.  7,  death  of  Roswel!  T.  Wood,  aged  eighty- 
one  j-ears  Feb.  11,  dcatli  of  Walter  J.  Wheeler,  aged  seventy  years  

Feb.  IS,  death  of  John  Carpenter  while  on  his  wa^-  home  at  noon,  aged 

seventy  years  Feb.  IS,  city  councils  appointed  a  committee  to  investi- 

g'ate  the  city's  title  to  the  Coolidgc  lot,  adjoining  the  citj-  hall  lot  on  the 
north :  to  formulate  a  plan  pertaining  to  the  title,  use  and  disposition  of 
the  lot;  Ashnelot  National  bank,  residuary  devisee  under  the  last  will  of 
Henry  0.  Coolidge,  notified  the  city  on  March  17,  that  it  had  entered  by 
its  attorney'  upon  the  tract,  conve.yed  by  Mr.  Coolidge  upon  conditions, 
for  breach  of  those  conditions,  and  that  it  required  possession;  and  on 
the  same  date  the  c\ty  denied  the  right  of  the  hank  to  make  such  claim 
and  refused  to  give  up  possession  of  the  pjroperty ;  the  suit  being  brought 

in  a  friendly  spirit  to  determine  the  city's  title  Frost  six  feet  deep  in 

the  city  streets,  causing  much  trouble  with  water  and  sewer  pipes  

Feb.  20,  death  of  George  Tufts,  aged  sevent3'-four  years  Feb.  21,  death 

of  Ira  D.  Lewis,  aged  nftj'-threc  years  Feb.  23,  death  of  James  O'Leary, 

for  thirty'  years  identified  with  the  volunteer  fire  department,  aged  fiftj'- 

five  years  Feb.  24,  death  of  John  E.  Stowell,  aged  fifty-four  years  

Feb.  2G,  Union  school  district,  esta'Dlished  Marcli  14,  1S65,  enlarged  by 
annexing  the  suburban,  or  city  district;  two  houses  on  Winchester  road 

in  Swanzey  annexed,  for  school  purposes  only  ^larcli  5,  death  of  Dr. 

.Aaron  R.  Gleason,  aged  sixt\'-nine  3-ears  (George  F.  Stone  of  Keene  and 

John  H.  Smith  of  Milford  succeeded  Nichols  &  Ward  well  in  the  grocer3' 

business  March  9,  death  of  Nathaniel  A.  Barlow,  aged  sevent3--eight 

3-ears  !March  11,  Thomas  J.  O'Connor  run  over  b}-  a  locomotive  and 

instantly  killed  near  the  passenger  station,  aged  fort3--six  3'ears  Owing 

to  consolidation  of  school  districts  a  unifonn  rate  was  assessed  through- 
out the  city  for  the  first  time  since  the  formation  of  the  High  School 
Associated  district  in  1853. 


Sesquicentennial  Celebration. 


ONH  HUXDKBD  AND  FIFTIETH   ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  FORMA- 
TION OF  A  TOWN  GOVERNMENT. 


On  Saturdrij,  Jn]y  -t,  1903,  Keeiie  helfl  the  most  successful  celebration 
in  her  liistor3',  when  the  laOtli  aniiivcrsar}'  of  the  formation  of  the  town 
jjjovernment  and  Independence  Day  were  fittingly  observed.  In  hapi^y 
contrast  to  the  almost  incessant  rain  of  the  centennial  celebration  of 
1853,  the  day  was  perfect,  with  clear  skies,  moderate  temperature  and  a 
li;;ht,  refreshing  breeze.  The  main  streets  of  the  city  and  its  Central 
square  and  business  section  were  in  gala  attire.  The  public  buildings  and 
business  blocks  were  e]aboratcl3-  decorated,  and  along  the  line  of  march 
of  the  ])rocession  private  residences  were  handsomelj'  trimmed,  the  deco- 
rations being  practical!^-  continuous. 

An  immense  crowd  of  people  was  present,  numbering,  it  is,  estimated, 
from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  in  addition  to  the  population,  making  over 
twenty  thousand  people  in  the  citj'.  Owing  to  the  width  of  the  streets 
and  the  ordcrl}-  character  of  the  people,  there  was  no  unpleasant  crowd- 
ing, and  the  throng  conducted  itself  in  an  entirely  ordcrlj'  manner,  the 
total  absence  of  driinlceiiness  and  rowd^'isni  being  notable. 

The  day  was  a  particularly  fortunate  one  in  its  freedom  from  acci- 
dents of  .'ill  kinds,  including  those  usually  due  to  explosives.  No  injur)' 
of  any  account  was  reported.  The  ambulance  was  stationed  during  the 
morning  at  city  hall,  with  horses  attached,  ready  for  emergencies,  and  in 
the  evening,  during  the  fireworks,  near  Elisha  F.  Lane's  residence  on 
Main  street. 

A]\  the  features  of  the  da)'  passed  off  most  successfully.  Notable 
among  these,  from  a  spectacular  point  of  view,  were  the  ])arade  in  the 
morning,  the  living  flag  by  the  children  in  the  afternoon  and  the  fireworks 
in  the  evening. 

A  concert  was  given  by  the  City  band  of  Rutland  at  the  driving 
l>ark  at  7  o'clock,  and  on  the  platform  on  Central  park  the  American 
b.'tnd  of  Clarcmont  jilayed  about  an  liour  early  in  the  evening.  The 
Knights  of  Pythias  band  of  Bellows  Falls  also  played  on  Main  street 
and  on  Church  street  in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  Among  the  bands 
that  of  the  L.  J.  Coknij-  Chair  Co.  of  Munsonville,  was  noticeable  for  its 
good  playing  and  full  quota  of  Instruments. 

The  Fourtli  was  preceded  by  a  general  celebration  by  the  young  peo- 
ple and  their  elders  which  began  at  dark  ;md  continned  until  towards 
midnight.    Firecrackers,  bomlis,  tin  horns  and  all  sort  of  noise  producers 
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were  everywhere  in  eviilejice.  The  city  was  weli  policed  in  nil  {juarters 
aud  there  were  no  deruorist  rat  ions  resukinji  in  disturbances.  The  retjnest 
that  bonfires  he  omitted  rni  account  of  the  decorations  was  enforced  with- 
out ilifficulty,  and  on  the  v.'hole  the  night  before  was  one  of  the  quietest 
and  most  orderly  for  j-ears. 

The  celebration  of  the  da_v  began  at  surii-ise  with  the  ringing  of  bells 
and  firing  of  <^nns.  At  10.30  canie  the  yrand  parade,  with  its  beautiful 
floats,  marching  bodies  and  trades  displays,  lasting  until  noon.  At  1 
o'clock  there  was  a  ball  game  at  the  Keene  Driving  park  and  at  3  o'clock 
another  on  the  Island  street  grouu<ls.  At  4-  o'clock  came  the  150th  an- 
niversary exercises,  at  7  band  concerts  were  given,  ami  at  S.30  the  fire- 
works display  took  place  at  the  driving  park. 

The  beginning  of  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration  was  in  a  sugges- 
tion of  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  HoHirook  that  the  various  women's  clubs  join  in 
organizing  a  parade  of  the  school  children.  Mr,  Thomas  C.  Rand  in  an 
article  in  the  Sentinel  several  months  before  had  urged  the  celebration  of 
tlie  sesquicentennial.  P>oin  these  two  beginnings,  taken  np  by  tlie  city 
government  and  committees  of  the  citizens,  gradual!}-  grew  the  grand 
celebration  of  tlie  dav,  with  its  many  features. 

THE  PARADE. 

The  grand  civic  and  military  parade,  which  began  at  10.45  and  con- 
tinued until  12.15,  covering  a  route  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  was  the 
finest  ever  giveti  in  Keene.  The  excellent  organization,  under  Chief 
Marshal  Babbidge  and  his  efficient  aids,  was  most  commendable.  While 
marching  it  took  the  line  thirty  minutes  to  pass  a  given  point.  A  spec- 
tator counted  over  1,300  persons  in  the  line  and  245  horses. 

The  features  of  the  parade  were  the  qualitv'  of  the  display's,  which 
were  of  a  high  order,  the  variety  of  the  exhibits,  comprising  many 
beautiful  floats,  an  ingeniously  fashioned  engine  of  the  railroad  men, 
business  men's  displays  and  different  tvpes  of  marching  bodies,  such  as 
militiamen,  firemen,  school  boys,  secret  societies,  workingmen's  organiza- 
tions, cowboj's,  Indians,  etc.   The  following  was  the  order  of  the  parade: 

Chief  Marshal  Paul  F,  Babbidge  and  aids,  with  company  of  mounted 
cowbo3'S. 

First  division  —  Major  E.  M.  Ke^-es,  marshal,  and  aids.  City  band  of 
Rutland,  Vt.  Keene  Light  Guard  battalion.  Battalion  of  school  boys. 
Members  of  John  Sedgwick  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  in  carriage.  Keene  fire  depart- 
ment, with  apparatus.  Sons  of  Veterans,  including  Camp  General  Griffin 
of  Keene,  Antrim  Cam[i,  Hillsboro  Bridge  Camp,  Bennington  (X.  H.) 
Camp  and  Pcterboro  Camp. 

Second  division  —  Capt.  M.  Y.  B.  Clark,  marshal,  and  aids.  Knights 
of  Pythias  band  of  Bellows  Falls,  Yt.  Uniform  Rank,  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Wood  and  Chapman's  drum  corps.  1  nion  Canadienne  Francaise,  with 
officers,  aged  and  prominent  members  in  carriages.  L.  J.  Colony  Chair 
Company  band  of  Munsonville.  Foresters  of  America,  including  Court 
.Ashuelot  of  Hinsdale  (with  drum  corf)s),  Court  Winchester  of  Winchester, 
Keene  Matchless  drum  cor^js,  Court  Minnewawa  of  Marlboro,  and  Court 
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Ociiernl  Wilson  of  Kcciic  (with  quests  from  Bellows  Frill  nntl  Wincbcn- 
doii).  Kcciic  C(>inni;ni<k-i_v  of  United  Order  of  Golilcri  Cross.  Indejiernlciit 
Order  of  Red  .Men,  Keene. 

Tliird  division — Jolin  F.  Clark,  marshal,  and  aids.  Wheeler's  band  of 
l!ello\vs  Falls.  Keene  Circk-  No.  H?>,  Allied  Metal  Mechanics.  Old  Home- 
stead Lod^'e  Xo.  ] nlernalioiial  .Association  of  Machinists.  Mowiit 
Moiiadiiock  Lodf?e  Xo.  371,  National  Boiler  Makers  and  Iron  Ship  Build- 
ers of  America, 

Fourth  division  —  Dr.  liiirton  C.  Russell,  marshal,  and  aids.  Historic 
and  society  floats,  and  business  men's  exhibits,  with  American  band  of 
Clarcnioiit. 

The  parade  was  reviewed  on  Court  street,  near  Mechanic,  by  the  chief 
marshal,  eit_v  go\eriiTucnt  and  prominent  citizens. 

lu  addition  to  a  three  hours'  strugf^le  between  liaseljall  nines  rcpre- 
seutini,'  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  shops  in  Keene  and  Mcchanicville 
(which  was  won  by  Meehaiiic\'ille  20  to  15)  and  an  eleven  innings  g^ainc 
between  the  Keene  Hij;h  school  nine  and  the  Marlboro  town  nine  (which 
was  won  ))y  Marlboro  10  to  3),  the  day  was  further  enlivened  by  good 
contests  in  three  classes  of  horse  trotting,  for  purses  of  S200  in  each 
race.  The  details  of  these  events  were  published  in  the  newspapers,  at 
the  time,  but  are  omitted  here  as  they  lack  jwrmanent  historical  interest. 

A.N'NIVEKS.^KY  EXERCISES. 

The  150th  anniversary  exercises,  held  in  Central  park,  were  largely 
attended.  A  crowd  filled  the  park  and  the  sidewalks  on  Central  square 
near  by,  while  teams  and  automo))iles  took  their  places  outside  the  park 
railing.  Mayor  Taft  presided.  A  concert  by  children  follovi'cd  closely, 
making  the  two  ])rograms  in  reality  one.  The  children  also  assisted  in  the 
anniversary  celebration.    The  combined  programs  were  as  follows: 

Cliorns,  "To  Tbee,  O  Coisrilrj."  

Invocation  Rev.  J.  E.  Robins,  D.  1). 

Remartts  jMajor  J.  S.  Taft 

Chi-ims,  "'Tramp,  Tramp,  Tramp."  

Oration  Kev.  Josiah  L.  Seward,  D.  D. 

Chorus,  "  I'raise  the  Father."  

IlLiiedictioii  Rev.  K.  A.  Renouf,  D.  D. 

Selection  Band 

Chorus,  "Colujubia  the  Gem  of  the  Ocean."  

Choms,  "Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic."  

"  -\iiierica."  Audience 

Sclcctioi.  Band 

In  the  north  end  of  the  park,  facing  the  south,  was  a  platform  for 
the  Sfjcakers,  with  a  stand  fur  the  children  in  the  rear.  On  the  platform, 
besides  the  speakers,  were  the  members  of  the  citj-  councils,  ex-ma3-ors  of 
the  city,  the  clergy,  an  adult  chorus,  the  accom])anists  and  the  baud. 
On  the  stand  in  the  rear  were  the  children  arranged  as  a  living  flag. 

The  living  flag  was  one  of  the  really  fine  features  of  the  day,  and 
was  a  novelty.  It  was  a  representatiou  of  a  flag  composed  of  350  chil- 
dren. The  little  jfcople  were  arranged  on  a  tier  Of  seats  extending  twenty- 
five  feet  from  base  to  top  and  seventy-two  feet  from  end  to  end,  making 
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a  flag  seTetit_v-two  feet  long  and  t\vent3--fi ve  wide.  The  field  was  made 
up  mostly  of  boys,  who  were  dressed  in  liluc,  and  forty-five  of  them  held 
white  stars  fastened  to  wands.  The  stripes  were  made  up  of  girls,  who 
wore  red  capes  and  white  skirts.  As  the  children  were  seated  they  made 
a  complete  picture  of  a  flag,  seven  red  and  six  white  stripes  in  the  cor- 
rect alternate  order,  and  a  blue  iield  with  forty-five  white  stars. 

The  children  met  in  cit}-  hall  and  marched  to  the  seats,  making  their 
appearance  at  4.25  o'clock.  They  came  on  the  .seats  in  double  file,  the 
highest  row  first,  marched  up  the  center  of  the  seats  and  separated,  half 
going  to  the  right  and  half  to  the  left.  Each  row  was  preceded  by  and 
was  in  charge  of  two  ladies  who  acted  us  guides  or  chaperons  and  who 
were  seated  at  each  end  of  each  row.  In  all  there  were  seven  rows  of 
about  fiftj'  in  a  row-.  The  white  skirts  of  the  lowest  row,  which  would 
have  made  a  fourteenth  stripe,  were  hidden  b}-  the  occupants  of  the 
speakers'  platform  in  front  of  iheni  and  the  flag  was  perfect  in  a]3pear- 
ance.  It  was  a  brilliant  sight,  one  that  the  spectators  appreciated  and 
will  never  forget. 

The  flag  was  under  the  general  charge  of  Mrs.  W.  F.  Ilolbrook,  who 
inaugurated  the  j)lan. 

As  inspiring  as  the  sight  of  the  flag  was  the  singing  of  the  children 
who  composed  it.  lu  two  choruses,  "  To  Thee,  O  Country,"  and  "Praise 
the  Father,"  the}-  were  assisted  hy  fifty  adult  voices,  male  and  female, 
from  the  Keene  Chorus  Club.  The  rest  of  the  choruses  the  young  people 
sang  alone.  They  were  full  of  the  spirit  of  the  occasion  and  aroused  the 
audience  to  hearty  applause  after  every  selection.  They  were  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Nelson  P.  Coffin,  the  director  of  the  Chorus  Club,  who 
achieved  splendid  results  with  them.  At  the  same  time  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  basis  was  laid  in  the  public  schools,  from  which  most 
of  the  children  came. 

Three  accompanists  aided  in  the  choruses,  ^Mrs.  Berdia  C.  Huntress 
and  Miss  Florence  Silsb3-  on  two  pianos  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Holbrook  on  an 
organ. 

The  exercises  began  at  4.4.'  and  closed  at  0.15.  The  remarks  by  the 
ma3-or  were  graceful  and  brief,  and  were  greeted  b}-  a  round  of  a])plause. 
He  said : 

"  We  are  here  todav,  not  only  to  celebrate  tlie  birthday  of  our  nation, 
btit  to  commemorate  another  issue  of  the  long  ago,  the  founding  of  the 
citj'  of  Keene. 

"As  Keene  was  among  the  first  of  the  pioneer  towns  to  respond  to 
the  call  of  libert}-,  it  is  most  fitting  that  as  we  call  to  mind  the  one,  we 
remember  the  other. 

"The  purpose  of  our  exercises  today  is  Inrgeh-  educational;  and  the 
development  of  this  plan  has  brought  into  a  prominent  jilace  the  chil- 
dren of  our  public  schools.  Tiirough  the  ius])iration  of  the  hour  we 
trust  these  children  will  better  understand  the  true  meaning  of  the  i]ay 
we  celebrate;  will  have  a  dcejier  reverence  .for  the  things  ijertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  our  cherished  city. 

"And  may  not  we  of  maturer  years  catch  this  inspiration?  Standing 
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at  tlic  Juiiction  of  these  mairiiificciit  stree  ts  liordered  with  stately  elms, 
surrounded  with  institutious  of  learnin.c;  and  spires  pointiiif^  Hea vcjiward, 
iiKiy  \vc  not  most  fittingly  call  to  mind  tlie  men  whose  lives  and 
characters  made  jxjsKible  the  Kcene  of  today." 

Fmni  an  anniversary  point  of  view  tlic  chief  event  was  the  oration 
l.iy  Dr.  Se^vard.  I/Ong  residence  'm  Kcene  and  an  intimate  knowkd;^e  of 
its  histor}'  enabled  the  si>cakcr  to  do  justice  to  the  day  and  the  place. 
He  <;ave  his  fellow  townsmen  a  discriminating:,  sympathetic  and  learned 
historical  address,  which  was  listened  to  closely  by  his  hearers  and  was 
received  with  cordial  approbation. 

The  band  to  furnish  mnsic  for  the  above  pro^^ram  was  the  Cit}-  band 
of  Kutl.'ind.  Vt.  Its  two  selections,  the  overture  from  "  I'oct  and 
feasant "  and  the  popular  two-step  "  Hiawatha,"  gave  much  pleasure. 

The  celebration  was  Ijrought  to  a  close  with  an  exhibition  of  fire- 
works at  the  Keene  Driving  |jark,  which  attracted  some  seven  thousand 
[>eople. 

The  exhibition  was  given  in  the  field  southwest  of  the  judges'  stand 
and  1,>eg.un  at  about  8.30  o'clock.  The  night  was  a  magnificent  one,  the 
clear  skies  and  bright  moon  adding  much  to  the  beauty  of  this  closing 
feature  of  the  celel>ration.  The  pyrotechnic  display  was  a  good  one  and 
was  considered  one  of  the  best  ever  given  in  this  city.  It  consisted  of 
varied  colored  and  floral  shells,  willows,  cannon,  tourbillions,  serpentine 
rockets,  Roman  candles,  whirlwinds,  fountains  and  nine  set  pieces.  Dur- 
ing the  exhibition  colored  lights  were  frequently  used. 

Tiie  first  set  iiiece  read  "  1753  Keene  1903."  The  second  piece  was 
that  of  a  magic  scroll.  The  third  piece  was  a  disiilav  of  hanging  lights 
in  various  colors,  100  feet  long,  and  was  one  of  the  prettiest  and  most 
effective  illuminations  of  the  evening.  The  fourth  piece  showed  illumi- 
nated wheels  propelled  by  magic  fires  with  such  rapidity  as  to  form  beau- 
tiful rainbow  circles  producing  quick  snccessions  of  brilliant  colors.  The 
fifth  set  piece  showed  an  old-fashioned  windmill.  It  consisted  of  large  re- 
volving arms  and  scrolls  of  colored  lance  jets.  The  sixth  set  piece  was 
called  "The  Star  of  the  Union"  and  was  in  crimson  and  blue  colors. 
The  next  |>iece  showed  a  kicking  mule.  The  representation  was  a  ver3' 
good  one,  the  comical  performances  of  the  animal  provoking  much 
laughter.  The  eighth  piece  represented  a  palm  tree  in  various  colors. 
The  ninth  showed  "Good  Xight,"  the  entire  open  space  at  the  same  time 
lieing  illuminated  bj-  a  blaze  of  color. 

The  electric  road  ran  trains  of  from  four  to  seven  cars  to  aud  from 
the  park  as  rapidly  as  possible  from  between  G  and  7  to  11  o'clock.  The 
cars  were  packed  to  their  utmost  c.Tpacit}-  and  made  trips  once  everj-  half 
hour  carrying  from  1,000  to  1.500  an  hour.  Many  barges  and  private 
carriages  were  also  used.  Nevertheless  hundreds  of  people  were  obliged  to 
walk  to  and  from  the  park,  Main  street  being  lined  with  foot  passengers 
from  7  o'clock  imtil  ue.irlj-  11.  No  accidents  were  reported.  Many  pcoiile, 
especinlh-  those  having  children,  did  not  attempt  to  go  to  the  park  and 
a  large  number  of  families  had  private  displays  of  fireworks. 
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PR.  Seward's  oration. 

Air.  Alayor  and  Citizens: 

"  Aly  ton^lje,  by  iiispir.-itioi)  taiisllt. 

Shrill  parables  utif.-.ld  : 
Dark  oracles,  but  midcrstood. 

And  owned  for  truths  of  <^ld, 
Whicli  we  from  sacred  registers 

Of  ancient  times  have  kn<>\vn, 
And  our  forefathers'  pious  care 

To  us  bas  handed  down. 
I-tt  children  learn  the  mighty  deeds 

^Vhich  Gud  pci-fornied  of  old. 
Which,  in  our  youjiger  vcars.  we  s.iw. 

And  ivhicb  o?5r  fathers  told. 
Our  lips  tell  them  to  our  sons, 

And  they  again  to  theirs-. 
That  generations  yet  unborn 

May  teach  them  to  their  heirs." 

A  century  and  a  half  of  the  corporate  existence  of  this  niunicipalitj- 
of  Keene  has  passed.  The  ashes  of  the  last  of  our  forefather.s  who  cleared 
the  primeval  forests  and  laid  the  foundations  of  lTr){>er  Ashueiot,  the 
cradle  of  the  later  Keene,  have  long  since  mingled  with  their  kindred 
dust.  We  come  today  to  seek  to  recall  their  heroic  deeds,  their  patient 
toil,  and  their  exemplari'  virtues.  If  v.-e  would  lift  the  veil  which  con- 
ceals from  us  their  many  daring  exploits,  their  labors  in  subduing  the 
wilderness,  their  consecrated  efforts  to  maintain  public  worship,  their 
fierce  encounters  with  the  savages,  and  their  progress  in  municipal  gov- 
ernment, we  shall  find  a  large  portion  of  this  civic  life  shrouded  iu  dark- 
ness. Here  and  there,  the  injperfect  records  of  the  town  and  the  first 
church,  together  with  the  preserved  traditions  of  aged  residents,  enal-)k 
us  to  catch  glimpses  of  the  course  of  events  atid  to  weave  something 
Hke  a  connected  web  of  historical  detail. 

If  a  bird's-eye  view  of  this  immediate  \-icinity.  in  wh.at  geologists 
would  call  a  recent  geologic;!.!  age,  could  be  reproduced  for  us,  it  would 
disclose  a  va.st  lake  covering  the  beautiful  valley  in  which  we  are.  It 
extended  on  the  north  to  the  hills  of  Surry,  with  a  bay  reaching  to  the 
high  lauds  of  Alstead.  Surry  mountain  v.-as  a  beatitiful  promontory 
jutting  into  this  lake  from  the  northeast,  which  a  bay  reaching  up  what 
is  now  the  Beaver  brook  valley  separated  from  Beech  hill.  On  the  east, 
this  lake  reached  to  Beech  hill  and  to  the  high  hills  of  Roxbury  and 
Marlboro,  with  bays  reaching  out  towards  what  are  now  Marlboro 
village  and  East  Swanzey.  The  southern  boundary  was  the  hills  of 
Richmond  and  the  western  shore  was  on  what  we  call  the  West  moun- 
tain and  the  hills  of  Westmoreland  and  Surry.  The  outlet  was  by  way 
of  what  we  call  the  valley  of  the  .^shuelot,  into  the  valley  of  the  Con- 
necticut. The  lake  must  have  been  a  most  beautiful  sheet  of  water, 
about  fifteen  miles  in  length  and  from  three  to  five  miles  in  width.  Evi- 
dences of  its  existence  have  been  repeatedly  discovered  and  descrilied. 
Gradually  the  soft  earth  at  the  outlet  was  worn  away  and,  little  bj-  little, 
the  lake  disappeared,  until  onh-  traces  of  it  were  left. 

The  earliest  inhabitants  of  this  fair  valley  which  succeeded  the  old 
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Irikc  were  tlx-  Asliurlot  Indi.-iTis.  Tlu-\'  were  probably  a  l>rnnch  of  the 
i^rtat  tribe  f>f  J'eijuots  who  occiii)iecl  tlic  vallc3's  of  the  Connecticut  and 
Us  iril)utnrics.  These  earliest  Indians,  w)io  gave  their  name  to  our  river, 
a  name  which  onujht  still  to  characterize  our  niunici|>.'ility,  were  not  the 
same  as  those  tronblesome  Indians  who  ,'innoyed  tlie  first  settlers  of 
Ujipcr  Asiiiieliit.  The  latter  fomul  their  way  here  frf)m  Canada  and  were 
influoed  to  come  liy  the  French,  wlio  were  opposed  to  the  Entjlish  in  tlie 
Euro]3can  wars  of  that  jjcriod.  The  struggle  in  Enro])e  had  its  echoes  in 
America,  where  the  colonists  of  the  two  countries  fouglit  each  other, 
until  the  great  victory  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham  decided  the  long 
struggle  in  favor  of  the  British  government. 

In  order  to  understand  the  historical  setting  of  the  first  settlement  of 
this  place,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  certain  facts.  The  territory  granted 
to  Gorges  and  Mason,  on  the  lUth  of  .Aiigust,  1622,  and  known  as  the 
Province  of  Maine,  was  to  include  all  the  land  of  New  England  between 
the  Mcrriniac  ajid  Sagadahoc  rivers  and  from  the  sea  coast  between 
their  mouths  to  a  line  connecting  jjoints  on  the  rivers,  or  in  the  con- 
tinued direction  of  the  general  course  of  the  rivers,  three  score  miles  from 
the  mouths  of  each.  It  was  then  supposed  that  the  rivers,  both  of  them, 
Howed  generalh'  in  an  tasterlv  direction.  The  grant  of  Massachusetts, 
to  Sir  Henry  Koswell  and  others,  March  19,  1627— S,  confirmed  to  the 
grantees  all  the  land  three  miles  north  of  any  and  every  part  of  the 
Kiver  Mcrrimne.  ()n  Nov.  7,  1029,  the  Council  of  Plj-niouth  granted  to 
Capt.  John  Mason,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  "all  that  ])art  of  the  mainland 
in  \'ew  England  Ij'ing  upon  the  seacoast,  beginning  from  the  middle  part 
of  Merrimack  river,  and  from  thence  to  proceed  northwards  along  the 
seacoast  to  Pascataqua  river,  and  so  forwards  up  within  the  said  river 
and  to  the  furtherest  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  northwestward,  until 
three  score  miles  be  finished  from  the  first  entrance  of  I^ascataqua  river; 
also  from  Merrimack  through  the  said  river  and  to  the  furtherest  head 
thereof,  and  so  forward  uj.)  into  the  lands  westwards,  until  three  score 
miles  be  finished;  and  from  thence  to  cross  over  land  to  the  three  score 
miles  end  accompted  from  I'ascataqua  river,"  etc. 

As  a  result  of  these  indefinite,  in  fact  impossible,  boundary  lines,  which 
conflicted  with  the  bounds  of  the  Massachusetts  patent,  many  conflicts 
arose  l)ctween  the  settlers  of  the  two  provinces  in  regard  to  their  right- 
ful limits.  Massachusetts  claimed  that  the  patent  of  Mason,  properly 
constn.5ed,  would  not  allow  him  a  foot  of  land  south  or  west  of  any  part 
of  the  Merrimac.  Consequcnth',  in  the  j-ear  1652,  the  general  court  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  appointed  Captains  Edward  Johnson  and  Simon  Wil- 
lard  as  commissioners  to  ascertain  the  source  of  the  Merrimac.  Accom- 
panied by  two  surveyors  and  some  Indian  guides,  they  proceeded  to  as- 
cend that  river.  They  followed  the  more  easterly  of  the  two  streams 
which  nnite  to  form  the  Merrimac  and  arrived,  on  the  1st  da}-  of  Au- 
.gust,  lGr)2,  at  the  source  of  that  stream,  at  the  outlet  of  beautiful  Lake 
Winijjisiogee.  Realizing  the  importance  of  their  great  discovery,  they  in- 
scribed upon  a  rock,  in  the  midst  of  the  little  stream,  at  the  outlet  of  the 
lake,  the  letters  E  T,  for  Edward  Johnson  (1  and  J  being  formerly  considered 
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as  the  same  letter);  S  W,  for  SiiHon  AVillard;  \V1'  JOIIX  liXLilCl'T 
GOV,  for  Worsliipfnl  John  Endiciit  (or  Endecott),  Governor.  That  1st 
(lav  of  August.  1652,  precisely  250  years  ajjo,  the  1st  driy  of  Inst  August, 
an  even  century  before  Kcene  was  !iit-or|K)rated,  is  a  memorable  date  in 
New  Hampshire  annals.  Acting  npou  ibis  information,  Massachusetts,  for 
more  than  a  century,  not  without  rank  protest,  continued  to  lay  claim 
to  all  that  part  of  onr  state  which  is  west  of  atn'  part  of  the  Merrimac 
river. 

Now  we  are  prepared  to  understand  that  problem  which  has  puzzled 
so  many,  wdiy  this  lovely  valley  of  ours  should  have  been  first  settled 
under  the  auspices  of  ^Massachusetts,  tt  was  txcause  Alassachusetts 
claimed  this  part  of  the  state  west  of  the  .Merrimac,  in  consequence  of 
the  construction  which  was  put  upon  the  menninij  of  words  used  in  de- 
scribing the  boundary  lines  of  the  provinces  in  the  old  charters. 

But  the  claims  of  Massachusetts  were  warmly  and,  in  the  eud,  suc- 
cessfully contested.  It  would  be  passing  beyond  the  jiroper  limits  of  this 
discourse  to  give  the  details  of  that  controversy,  so  interesting  to  law- 
yers and  historians.  It  will  answer  the. purpose  to  say  that,  after  many 
delays,  it  was  decided  by  the  king,  in  council,  that  the  line  between  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  Hampshire  should  begin  at  a  jioint  three  miles  north 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Alerrimac,  thence  jiroeeeding  on  a  curved  line,  par- 
allel to  that  river,  to  a  point  exactly  north  of  Paw'tucket  Falls  (which 
are  in  Lowell  now),  thence  on  a  line  due  west  to  his  majesty's  other  gov- 
ernments. I  might  add  that  the  establishment  of  this  line  gave  to  the 
people  of  New  Hampshire  the  notion  of  claiming,  as  a  part  of  their  prov- 
ince, much  of  the  present  territory  of  Vermont,  a  claim  which  the}'  were 
not  destined  to  make  good. 

Before  this  decisif)n  had  been  rendered,  however,  Gov.  Belcher  of 
Alassachusetts  had  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  townships  within 
the  disputed  limits.  Accordingly,  the  liouse  of  representatives  of  the 
general  court  of  Massachusetts  passed  an  act  July  3,  1732,  in  which  the 
counc-il  concurred  April  20,  1733,  and  which  the  governor  apyjroved  on 
the  same  day,  cstabHshing  four  new  towns,  one  to  be  in  what  is  now 
Massachusetts,  one  in  Maine,  and  two  or<  the  Ashuelot  river.  That  day, 
April  20,  17.33,  was  accordingly  the  date  of  the  first  establishment  of 
this  municipalit}-,  which  was  known  as  Upper  .Ashuelot.  It  was  not 
immediately  settled.  On  Oct.  10,  1733,  the  general  court  appointed  a 
new  committee,  consisting  of  Jose]»h  Kellogg,  Timothy  Dwight  and 
William  Chandler,  with  directions  to  lay  out  the  townsliips  on  .\shuclot 
river  forthwith.  They  made  a  report  in  the  following  February.  This 
report  is  accompanied  fay  a  report  of  the  surve^-ors,  William  Chandler 
and  Nathaniel  Dwight.  They  establi.shed  as  their  initial  station  from 
which  to  execute  their  surveys  a  spruce  tree  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Ashuelot.  A  line  east  and  west  from  this  tree  was  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween the  u]Dj)er  and  lower  townships  which  thev  were  to  survey.  On 
the  map  which  accompanies  their  refiort,  thev*  locate  this  tree,  with  the 
legeud:  "Ye  spruce  tree  heare  Described  is  ye  Scntor  tree  in  }-e  Deviding 
line  betwene  ye  Sccontt  &  Tliird  township  which  we  made  our  first 
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Station."  Our  tity  I'lcrk.  in  l!)f)2.  reported  tli.-it  "persons  livin;^  in 
]\',(iic  lia\c  seen  tlie  olii  Itound  wliich  marked  the  location  of  the  first 
'Statin.'  a!)  old  s](iiuc  tree,  lonj,'  since  removed."  It  has  Ijccn  customary 
to  call  this  centi.il  poinl  of  that  orit^inal  survey  Statia,  and  a  former 
map  named  the  Thompson  farm  on  which  it  is  fountj  Stati.'i.  The  name, 
however,  was  intended  to  he  a  designation  of  that  snrvey-j)oint.  On 
March  (j,  l".)n2,  our  city  councils  voted  to  m.arlt  it  hy  a  stone  post,  on 
the  north  side  of  which  are  the  letters,  "K.  &  S.  T.  T^.,"  for  Keene  and 
S\van>;ey  Town  Line.  On  the  south  side  is  inscribed,  "Xo.  VIII,"  it  Ijein^ 
the  ei;,dith  post  in  the  line  between  Keene  and  Swanzey  indicating  that 
line.  ()n  the  east  side  is  the  inscription:  "Statia.  178.3."  It  is  well  that 
this  historical  landmark  of  our  history  is  thus  ])reserved. 

The  foregoing  committees,  being  authorized  to  admit  settlers,  notified 
all  [sersons  desirous  of  taking  lots  to  meet  at  Concord  on  June  26,  17.34. 
.V  sufficient  number  for  the  purpose  met  on  that  day,  at  Jonathan  Ball's 
inn  at  Concord,  Mass.  They  drew  their  lots,  gave  their  bonds,  and  paid 
in  their  five  pounds  in  lawful  monej-,  acconling  to  the  order  of  the  court. 
Sixty  proprietors  Avere  thus  admitted  for  Up])er  .A.shuelot.  On  the  follow- 
ing day.  June  27,  the  proprietors  met  and  organized,  at  the  inn  of  Hijhraim 
Jones  in  the  said  Concord.  They  chose  Capt.  Samuel  Sadv  of  Medfield, 
moderator,  and  Samuel  Heywood  of  Concord,  Mass.,  clerk.  They  ad- 
journed their  meeting  until  Sept.  IS,  to  l)e  held  at  their  new  township  of 
I'ppcr  .\shuelot. 

As  the  time  for  this  adjourned  meeting  approached,  seven  men  of 
the  proprietors  started  for  their  proposed  settlement.  It  was  late  in 
the  evening  of  Sept.  18,  1731-,  when  these  seven  men  and  their  guides 
reacheil  the  boundary  of  their  new  township  at  the  "Statia"  monument. 
They  immediately  opened  a  i)roprietors"  meeting,  which  they  adjourned 
until  the  day  following.  We  are  fortunate  in  knowing  the  exact  date  of 
the  settlement,  as  well  as  the  seven  men  who  first  crossed  the  boundary 
of  the  township  with  the  intention  of  settling.  They  were  Jeremiah  Hall, 
Daniel  Hoar,  Seth  Beaton,  EHsha  Root,  Nathaniel  Rockwood,  Josiah 
Fisher  (afterwards  slain  hy  the  Indians),  and  William  Puffer. 

The  house  lots  of  the  pro[)rietors  were  drawn  June  26.  1734-,  and 
were  laid  out  according  to  a  plan  submitted  at  that  meeting.  Of  the 
sixty-three  lots  nine  were  to  be  on  the  line  of  Lower  Ashuelot.  The  other 
fifty-four  were  to  be  on  two  sides  of  a  main  street,  four  rods  in  width, 
twenty-seven  u[>on  either  side.  These  lots  were  to  be  160  rods  in  length, 
east  and  west,  and  eight  rods  in  width,  north  and  south,  the  street  to 
run  north  and  south  through  the  centre  of  the  lots.  The  north  line  of 
the  north  lot  upon  the  west  of  the  street  very  nearh'  coincided  with  the 
foundations  of  the  southern  wall  of  our  railway  station.  Oct.  1,  at  a 
meeting  adjourned  from  Sept.  30,  1736,  the  proprietors  voted  to  widen 
the  m.'iin  street  four  rods,  making  a  street  eight  rods  in  width,  the 
settlers  readily  relinquishing  four  rods  on  the  east  of  their  lots  in  return 
for  four  rods  at  the  west  end.  It  is  to  the  wise  forethought  of  the  pro- 
prietors at  t'nat  meeting  that  we  are  indebted  for  that  magnificent 
boulevard  which  forms  our  present  Main  street. 
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It  was  two  or  three  years  before  the  settlers  liad  accommodations 
wliich  enabled  them  to  more  tlieir  femilies  or  spend  the  whiter  here. 
They  were  scarcely  prepared  to  do  so  before  the  news  reaciied  them  that 
the  king  in  coniicil  had  settled  the  hue  between  Xew  Hampi-hire  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, which  left  their  new  settlemeut  well  within  the  limits  of  Xew 
Hampshire.  This  was  a  source  of  great  .trricf  to  the  settlers,  who  were 
devotedly  attached  to  old  Massachusetts,  fn>m  which  ibey  came.  The 
king's  decision  was  made  Marcli  5.  174-0.  and  on  the  3d  of  October  in 
the  same  year,  the  proprietors  of  I'ppt't  Ashuelot  held  a  meeting  and  voted 
that  a  petition  he  presented  to  the  fcing  s  most  e.tcellent  majesty,  setting 
forth  their  distress  at  this  decision  and  prayio^x  5e  annexed  to  ^slassa- 
chnsetts,  to  which  they  had  always  supposed  that  they  belon.afed,  and 
Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esq..  was  appointed  to  present  the  petitioii.  Air. 
Hutchinson  had  previously  been  ajipointcd  as  an  agent  of  Massachusetts 
to  do  the  same  thing.  He  made  the  voyage  to  England,  but  fiiiled  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  his  mission. 

The  hardships  of  the  infant  scttlcmeut  were  made  especially  distress- 
ing in  consequence  of  a  malignant  throat  distemper,  perhaps  diphtheria, 
which  raged  iu  the  j'ears  174-4-  and  174-5.  A  large  number  died,  especiallv 
of  children.  John  Andrews  had  come  from  Roslord,  Mass.,  Ijriuging  with 
him  nine  children,  all  of  whom  succumbed  to  this  disease  within  a  year. 

In  the  spring  of  1744-,  war  was  decl,'n-ed  l.ietween  England  and 
France.  It  is  usually  called,  in  American  histories,  King  George's  war. 
It  had  its  origin  in  disputes  concerning  the  kingdom  of  Austria  which 
cannot  be  discussed  here.  The  settlers  were  greatly  alarmed,  for  the 
policy  of  the  French  in  Caiiada,  as  an  aid  to  the  French  side  of  the  con- 
test, was  to  encourage  incursions  of  savages  from  that  section  to  harass 
their  English  neighl>ors  in  the  [Jrovinces  to  the  south  of  them.  The 
dwellers  in  Upper  Ashuelot  dared  not  perform  their  usual  labors,  or 
indeed  to  go  far  from  the  fort,  without  carrying  arms  and  posting 
guards  to  be  constantly  on  the  watch  for  savages  who  were  presumed 
to  be  lurking  in  the  neighborhood.  The  first  fatal  encounter  was  on  the 
10th  of  July  in  1743,  when  Deacon  Josiah  Fisher  was  killed,  a  little 
south  of  the  present  residence  of  Mrs.  Grif&n,  as  he  was  driving  his  cow 
to  pasture. 

An  episode  in  the  life  of  Ephraini  Dorman,  an  early  settler,  serves  to 
show  the  tremendous  phj'sical  energy  and  endurance  of  these  pioneer 
settlers.  In  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Ajiril,  1746,  I\lr.  Dorman  left  the 
fort,  wdiich  w.-is  near  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Lemuel  Ha^-ward,  to 
search  for  his  cow.  When  he  was  some  distance  away,  he  perceived  In- 
dians lurking  in  the  bushes,  lie  iniinediately  gave  an  alarm,  crying 
"Indians!  Indians!"  and  ran  iu  the  direction  of  the  fort.  Two  of  the 
Indians  sprang  towards  him  aud  fired  at  him,  but  neither  hit  him.  They 
then  threw  aw-a_v  their  arms  and  advanced  towards  hira.  Mr.  Dorman 
knocked  one  of  them  senseless,  the  other  he  seized  and,  being  a  strong 
man,  wrestled  with  him,  using  his  favorite  method  of  "'trip  and  twitch." 
He  tore  the  Indian's  blanket  from  his  shoulders,  leaving  him  uearh- 
naked.    .As  the  Indian  was  jxiinted  and  greasy,  he  managed  to  slip  away 
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fi-oin  Mr.  I»orni.-ni.  wlio  rc;ichcd  the  fort  in  safety.  On  the  saitif  day,  a 
Mrs.  MiKciiiKv,  wlio  li-iil  •j,ouc  to  her  ))arn,  near  where  Mrs.  Thavcr 
iKiw  lives,  to  iTiiik  hrr  cow,  on  her  return  was  fatally-  stnbherl  hy  a  naked 
Iiidinn,  jirohably  the  same  one  who  had  wrestled  witli  Dormaii.  On  the 
same  d,-n  Jolm  liullard,  ninuing  to  the  fort  from  liis  hani,  hclow  where 
Mr.  Mayvv.nid  hvcs,  was  also  shot  in  tlie  back.  He  was  taken  into  the 
fort  .111(1  expired  in  a  few  hours.  On  the  same  day  a  circumstance 
occurred  which  Ljivcs  a  c^limpsc  of  the  physical  ability  and  endurance  of 
our  furemothers.  A  Mrs.  Clark  was  at  her  barn,  fifty  rods  from  the 
fort.  As  she  left  it  to  t;o  to  the  fort,  she  saw  an  Indian  near  her,  who 
threw  away  his  jiun  ami  sjjrang  toward  her,  evidently  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  a  prisoner  of  her.  She  feathered  her  clothes  around  her 
waist  and  started  for  the  fort.  It  was  a  s])lendid  running  match.  The 
woman,  animated  by  the  cheers  of  her  friends,  outran  the  swift  Indian, 
who,  nndoulitedly  mortified  that  he  had  been  beaten  by  a  white  squaw, 
skulked  back  for  his  gun. 

Murder  was  n<it  the  onh-  evil  to  be  dreaded  at  the  hands  of  the  sav- 
ages. To  be  made  a  captive  by  the  Indians  and  dragged  to  Canada, 
through  the  pathless  forests  of  a  howling  wilderness,  entailed  horrors 
and  sufferings  which  words  cannot  adequately  describe.  .Many  a  poor  cap- 
tive on  his  n)arch  has  wished  that  the  fatal  tomah.-iwk  might  have  ended 
his  mort.al  life  Ijcfore  the  awful  journey  began.  Xathan  Blake,  on  the  day 
that  these  Indi,-ais  attacked  the  settlement,  leaving  his  liarn,  near  where 
Milton  lilake  resides,  fearing  that  he  could  not  reach  the  fort,  undertook 
to  escape  in  the  directif)n  of  the  river.  He  was  apprehended  and  taken 
tfj  Canada.  His  captors  could  s[teak  English  in  a  broken  way.  When  he 
remarked  that  he  had  not  taken  any  breakfast,  they  replied  that  "it  must 
be  a  ])oor  Englishman  who  could  not  go  to  Canada  without  his  break- 
fast." The  story  of  .Xathan  Rlake  is  so  familiar  that  it  will  not  Ijear 
repetition  here.  It  will  Vh-  enough  to  say  that  he  returned  from  his  cap- 
tivity and  died,  in  1811,  in  the  hundredth  A-ear  of  his  age. 

News  of  the  attack  upon  Keene  was  soon  sent  by  special  messengers 
from  town  to  town,  down  the  Ashuelot  and  Connecticut  valle\'S,  as  far 
as  Northampton,  where  Col.  Ponierov  commanded.  He  immediately  took 
all  die  forces  that  he  could  muster  and  added  to  them  on  his  way, 
reaching  Upper  .Ashuelot  forty-eight  hours  after  the  attack  had  begun,  on 
the  25th  of  .April.  He  found  tlie  trail  of  the  retreating  Indians  but  did 
not  attempt  to  follow  it  far.  In  this  attack  upon  the  settlement  about 
nine  or  ten  of  the  savages  were  killed.  Feeling  that  immediate  danger 
had  passed,  Col.  Pomeroy  and  his  men  returned  to  their  homes. 

In  the  sjsring  of  1  747  the  settlers  felt  so  in.secure  that  they  resolved 
to  leave  their  settlement  for  a  time  and  did  so.  Shortly  after  their  dq>art- 
ure,  a  party  of  s.avages  visited  the  place  and  burned  most  of  the  build- 
ings. The  mill,  however,  and  the  house  where  the  miller  lived,  and 
proiiabh-  sojne  other  Imiklings  were  sjmred.  As  the  place  was  not  totality 
destroyed,  and  as  the  original  settlers  returned  after  a  short  absence,  in 
IToO  anil  1731,  the  fact  holds  good  that  the  first  settlement  must  be 
dated  from  Sept.  IS,  173+. 
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Shorth-  after  the  settlers  resumed  their  settlement,  t'ljcy  ajaplicd  to 
Benning  Wentworth.  governor  of  New  liampshire,  for  a  charter.  Accord- 
ingh-  he  granted  otie  to  them,  including-  the  territory  foririerh-  known  as 
Upper  Ashuelot  and  an  additional  strip  rijDon  the  east  side,  bringing  the 
bounds,  at  that  time,  as  far  east  as  t!je  old  Masoniaii  Patent  Hue  which 
formed  the  western  limit  of  that  territory  which  a  famous  syndicate, 
known  as  "The  Masonian  Proprietors,"  had  recently  purchased  of  John 
Tufton  Mason,  a  claimant  of  the  rights  in  that  land  vesting  in  him  as 
the  heir  of  the  original  John  Mason,  to  whom  Xcw  Iliiinpshire  had  been 
granted,  in  1629,  with  bounds  of  a  very  indefinite  character.  Time  can- 
not Ijere  be  taken  to  recite  the  storj'  of  that  patent.  The  name  given  to 
the  newh'  chartered  township  was  Kccne,  an  undoubted  comjiliment  to 
Wentworth 's  friend,  Sir  Benjamin  Keeue,  who  was,  at  one  time,  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  from  Great  Britain  to  the  court  of  Spain.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  voters,  isnder  the  new  charter,  \v.^s  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  May,  1753,  at  which  meeting  it  was  voted  to  pay  Benja- 
min Bellows  122  Spanish  milled  dollars  for  his  services  and  expen.ses  in 
procuring  the  charter.  The  charter  bears  the  date  of  Apm!  11,  1753. 
W'e  are  therefore  two  months  and  twentv'-three  days  late  in  our  celebra- 
tion of  the  event  todaj'. 

From  this  time  the  Indians  gave  hwt  little  trouble.  Once  in  1755, 
during  the  old  French  and  Indian  war,  they  ap-pearcd  and  captured  a  man 
named  Benjamin  Twitchell  near  Ash  Swamp.  Still  later,  they  apj^cared 
and  burned  an  old  building  in  the  direction  of  Surry.  After  this,  the  new 
town  was  not  disturbed  hy  them.  From  that  time  to  the  present  daj', 
the  civic  affairs  of  Keene  have  been  transacted  in  an  orderh',  ))eaccful,  and 
honorable  manner.  The  old  town  meeting  was  the  miniature  model  of  a 
genuine  republic.  Here  any  voter  could  offer  suggestions  and  cast  his 
vote  and  feel  that  he  was  on  a  political  equality  with  all  his  neighbors. 
Those  old  meetings  were  not  without  their  breezy  episodes.  The  build- 
ing or  repairing  of  a  meetinghouse,  the  settlement  of  a  new  minister,  the 
laying  out  of  a  new  highway,  the  ljuilding  of  a  new  schoolhouse,  the  elec- 
tion of  the  town  officers  and  the  selection  of  one  or  more  to  represent  the 
town  in  the  general  court,  and  the  general  appropriations,  all  lirought 
out  very  animated  debates,  as  the  occasions  would  arise,  Init  the  major- 
ities ruled  and,  however  .';tnbl:iornly  any  measure  was  favored  or  opposed, 
nobody  doubted  the  sacred  right  of  the  m:\iority  to  decide  any  question. 

The  most  important  political  event  in  the  history  of  Keene,  since  its 
incorporation  by  Benning  Wentworth,  was  the  change  from  a  town  to  a 
city.  The  cit^'  charter  was  granted  l)y  the  state  legislature  on  the  3d  of 
Juh-  in  1873,  just  thirty  3'ears  ago  yesterday.  The  first  city  government 
was  installed  on  the  5th  of  May  in  1S74,  with  the  Hon.  Horatio  Colony 
as  the  first  mayor. 

As  we  pass  in  hast}^  review  the  150  years  of  nmnlcijial  life  since 
Keene  was  incorporated  by  that  name,  onh'  a  few  of  the  most  noted 
events  can  claim  our  attention  here.  The  histor}'  of  Keene  cannot  be 
given  in  a  brief  discourse.  The  admirable  history,  written  by  our  late 
disringuished  and  lamented  citizen,  Gen.  S.  G.  (Jriffin,  will  shortly  a])pear. 
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riml  ilif  iiiullKiKle  of  iiiterestiii}^  iiarticnlars  which  must  he  omitted  in 
tliis  rc\  ic\v,  or  only  incidentally  iioticcrl,  will  there  he  treated  fully. 

In  1 7GJ-,  tlie  first  school  was  estaliHshed  and  six  ])Ounds  voted  to 
defray  the  ex])eiises.  This  was  surely  a  liumhle  l>e}finiiin<i;  of  the  educa- 
tioii.-d  history  of  Keene,  hut  it  was  a  vital  spark  which  has  kindled  a 
great  fire.  From  that  humble  he^^iniiins;  we  trace  the  steady  expansion 
of  the  ])iil)lic  ncliool  system  within  the  limits  of  Keene.  There  were,  at 
one  time,  fourteen  school  districts  in  the  town,  includinfj  the  one  known 
as  the  Centre  district.  in  1S31  there  was  no  one  of  these  districts 
which  liad  less  than  twenty-five  pupils.  Since  that  time,  the  country  dis- 
tricts have  steadily  declined  in  pO]>ulntion,  while  the  village,  now  the 
city,  section  lias  heen  as  ste.-idily  i^ainiiig.  The  old  country  schoolliouses 
are  still,  for  the  most  part,  jireserved  and  the  most  of  them  are  still 
n?cd  for  schools  for  some  portion  of  tlie  year,  but  the  numlier  of  pupils 
has  greatly  decreased.  Our  school  buildings  in  the  cit3'  proper  would  do 
credit  to  any  ])L-ice  of  the  size  of  Keene.  They  are  a  worthy  exponent  of 
puldic  sentiment  with  resjiect  to  the  imi)firtance  of  education. 

Keene  has  taken  high  rank  in  educational  institutions.  On  the  1st 
of  May,  1814-,  JMiss  Catherine  Fiske  estalilished  a  boarding  and  day 
school  for  young  ladies  in  the  house  where  Mrs.  E.  C.  Thayer  lives.  It 
was  uni(jue  at  the  time  in  this  vicinity.  The  ]3upils  re])resented  families 
of  culture  and  refinement  and  the  young  ladies  were  instructed  not  only 
in  books  but  in  such  ]>oHte  accomjjlishments  as  would  fit  them  to  take 
their  stations  in  the  most  elegant  societj-.  Miss  Fiske  died  in  1837.  The 
institution  survived  for  a  sliort  time  longer  under  those  who  had  been 
her  assistants. 

The  old  Keene  academy  was  established  in  1S3G  and  opened  in  1837. 
It  had  vital  relations  with  the  First  Congregational  church.  The  build- 
ing, still  well  rcmenilicrcd  by  many,  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  high 
school.  The  lower  room  was  used  by  the  aforenamed  church  as  a  vestry. 
The  academy  cc)ntinued  to  ])rovide  instruction  for  seyenteen  years,  until 
1853,  when  the  high  scliool  was  e.stalilished.  There  were  in  all  about  ten 
principals.  The  first  was  Breed  Batchelder,  a  descendant  of  the  man  of 
that  name  who  first  settled  Packersfield,  at  a  place  now  in  Roxbury.  The 
last  was  William  Torrance,  who  became  the  first  principal  of  the  high 
school.  In  1853,  the  academy  not  having  adecjuate  funds  to  maintain  such 
an  institution,  and  a  high  school  having  been  eslablisVicd,  the  trustees 
leased  their  building  to  the  town  for  that  school.  Mr.  Torrance,  the  first 
principal  of  the  school,  died  in  February,  1855.  After  two  more  principals, 
who  served  short  terms,  Mr.  A.J.  Burbank,  aided  by  his  accomplished  wife, 
took  u])  the  work  of  this  school,  remaining  until  1867,  and  bringing  order 
out  of  cluKjs  and  establishing  a  high  school  of  much  merit.  There  were  then 
about  eighty  pujjils.  The  "Union  School  District  of  Keene,"  formed  in 
1805,  attempted,  about  1S6G,  to  purchase  the  building  of  the  Keene  acade- 
my. Not  ])eiiig  able  to  do  this,  the  property  was  finally  taken  by  law  for 
school  purptises  and  the  trustees  accepted,  finally,  the  sum  of  $6,100  for  the 
full  settlement  of  their  claims.  This  ])roeedure  created  bitter  feeling  at  the 
time  and  not  witliout  good  reason.    The  proceeds  have  been  carefully 
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invested  b.v  the  trustees.  The  board  of  trustees  of  the  Keenc  academy  still 
exists  and  has  in  trust  a  handsome  property  which  may  yet  be  used  for  pur- 
poses not  foreign  to  the  wishes  and  desires  of  the  founders.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  such  may  be  the  cfise.  There  is  still  room  for  an  academy-  in 
Keene.  whose  course  of  study  shall  not  coiiHict  with  the  functions  of  the 
school  and  which  would  meet  legitimritely  the  original  ]n3r]30ses  of 
the  institution.  The  land  on  which  the  old  aeademj-  l)uilding  was  placed 
was  donated  hy  Mr.  Abijah  Wilder. ' 

Immediately  connected  with  the  educational  work  of  a  cominunit3', 
nothing  is  more  needed  than  a  well  eqnijiped  liiirar}'.  From  an  early 
period  there  had  been  small  circulating  libraries  in  Keene,  besides  those 
owned  hy  the  different  religions  societies.  These  could  do  but  little  to 
meet  the  increasing  need  of  a  general  reference  library,  such  as  the  pres- 
ent age  demands.  To  meet  such  a  demand,  the  town  established  a  pu>)- 
lic  lilarar^'  in  1859.  It  was  located  for  many  years  under  the  town  hall, 
now  the  city  hall.  In  1S9S,  the  late  Edward  C.  Thayer  presented  to  the 
city  the  Henry  Colony  house  upon  West  street,  and  a  fund  of  So, 000  to 
purchase  books  was  given  hy  his  widow,  ]\Irs.  Thayer,  and  his  niece. 
Miss  Chapin.  The  building  was  resnodelled  and  a  book-stack  added,  and 
the  completed  structnre  was  dedicated  Feb.  1S99.    The  generous 

donor  did  not  live  to  witness  the  completion  of  the  work. 

Journalism  is  likewise  the  helpmeet  of  education.  The  history'  of 
journalism  in  Keene  is  es]iecially  interesting.  Four  weekly  news]»apers, 
all  of  much  merit  for  their  time,  were  estabiished  in  Keene,  l>etween  1787 
and  1795.  They  were  the  Xew  Hampshire  Recorder  and  Weekly  Adver- 
tiser, the  Cheshire  Advertiser,  the  Columbian  informer,  and  the  Rising  Sun. 
All  were  short-li%'ed.  The  New  Hampshire  Sentinel,  which  is  now  well 
along  in  its  second  century,  was  established  here  in  1799  by  John  Pren- 
tiss, who  lived  to  be  the  (ildest,  as  be  had  long  been  one  of  the  a()lest 
of  American  journalists.  His  brother  aiid  son  were  at  different  times 
associated  with  him  in  the  publication  of  the  paper.  Among  later  editors 
of  the  paper,  not  now  living,  we  find  the  names  of  All>ert  Godfrey,  Samuel 
Woodward  and  Thomas  Hale.  A  grandson  of  the  founder  is  now  con- 
nected with  the  Sentinel  comi)atij'.  Oct.  20,  1S90,  the  Sentinel  company 
began  the  publication  of  a  daily  paper  known  as  the  Keene  Evening 
Sentinel.  Two  more  short  lived  papers  were  the  American  News,  merged 
eventually  in  the  Sentinel,  and  the  New  England  Oljserver.  The  Cheshire 
Republican  is  the  only  pa]>er  in  Keene  which  has  been  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  Democratic  party.  This  paper,  as  the  successor  of  the 
Farmers'  Museum,  has  a  (luitc  venerable  (sntiijuity.  Under  the  older  name, 
it  originated  in  Walpole,  in  1793,  xmder  the  editorial  management  of  the 
celebrated  Isaiah  Thomas,  assisted  hy  a  Mr.  Carlisle.  In  179G  it  ])asscd 
tinder  the  editorial  care  of  Joseph  Dennie,  a  literary  character  of  his  time, 
who  afterwards  edited  the  Portfolio  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Mr.  Green  who  edited  the  old  Bf>ston  Xews-lctter,  the  first 

lAzel  VVililcr  liad  convL-ved  his  interest  in  the  s.nme  lot  to  Abi.iah  WihJcr,  for 
a  nominal  con i-ideration,  thnt  it  miffht  he  leg.-xliy  con veyed  to  the  trustcx's  of  the 
academy,  of  whom  he  \va&  o:ie. 
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Amtrifan  newspaper.  AfltT  ihc  o/Tice  was  moved  to  Keeiie,  the  pajjer  was 
edited  l)y  N.-iluiin  Sidhc.  I'lirk-r  tiic  present  name,  it  has  heen  edited  by 
l^ciiaiah  Cool;,  Harvey  A.  fiill,  Horatio  Kimhall,  Morse  ^v:  Allen,  Julius 
N.  Morse,  and  Joshua  D.  Colon}'  K:  Sons.  There  is  no  other  town  in  the 
stale  which  cnii  txjast  of  twf)  papers  as  old  as  the  two  in  Keene.  As  we 
tiini  liack  the  fdes  of  the  old  volumes  of  these  journals,  we  find  that  both 
pajicrs  liave  liad  able  editors,  whose  carefulh'  written  editorials  have 
done  iiukIi  in  shaping  pul)lie  ojjinion,  one  way  or  another,  in  this  county 
ant!  ricinity. 

The  mu^t  Important  events  in  the  history  of  all  the  old  New  Eng- 
1.111(1  towns,  ill  their  earlier  da3-s,  were  connected  with  the  settlement  of 
tiiiiiistcrs  and  the  locating  and  building  of  meetinghouses.  Keene  was  no 
cxcejftion.  These  incidents  in  the  history  of  Keene  have  Ijeen  so  often 
and  so  well  lold  on  the  occasion  of  different  church  anniversaries  that  I 
can  well  pass  over  them  rapidly. 

All  early  New  England  towns  were  required  by  their  grants  or  char- 
ters to  support  an  "orthodox  minister  of  the  gospel."  One  of  the  first 
cares  of  our  forefathers  after  they  began  the  infant  settlement  was 
to  organize  a  church  and  ordain  a  pastor.  They  did  both,  Oct.  18, 
1T3S,  and  Kev.  Jacob  Bacon  was  their  minister's  name.  He  was  a  use- 
ful man  in  mau_v  ways.  Uc  was  early  made  clerk  of  the  proprietors,  and 
tlie  first  records  are  principally  in  his  handwriting.  They  are  remark- 
ably legible  for  that  period,  quite  full,  and  probabh-  very  accurate.  He 
remained  as  the  pastor  until  the  colonists  dispersed  in  1747.  The  last 
appropriation  was  for  bis  official  year  ending  on  the  18th  of  October  in 
1  7-17.  He  was,  however,  released  from  responsibility  when  the  settlers 
temporarily  left  their  home.  The  rude  church  in  which  he  ministered 
was  at  the  lower  end  of  Main  sticet,  about  where  the  house  of  Mr. 
Elisha  F.  Lrnie  stands.  It  was  erected  pursuant  to  a  vote  passed  Oct. 
1,  ]73().  The  vote  sti]:>ulated  that  it  should  be  finished  bj'  June  26, 
1737.  It  was  a  framed  building  and  was  destroyed  by  the  savages 
after  the  settlers  left  the  place. 

The  second  pastor  of  the  first  church  was  Rev.  Ezra  Carpenter,  who 
was  installed  Oct.  1753,  in  connection  with  the  church  at  Svvanzey. 
His  ministry  was  continued  seven  full  years  from  that  date,  when  he 
relinfpiished  the  Keene  charge  and  remained  with  the  Swanzey  church. 
Tn  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  1753  another  meetinghouse  was 
erected  in  Keene.  It  was  built  of  slabs,  with  the  earth  for  a  floor,  near 
where  the  late  John  Henry  Elliot  resided.  In  December  of  that  year  they 
voted  to  build  another  meetinghouse,  and,  in  January,  decided  to  put  it 
at  a  place  which  would  not  be  far  from  the  present  Cheshire  House. 

The  third  pastor  w-as  Rev.  Clement  Sumner,  who,  through  his  wife, 
became  an  extensive  landowner  and  real  estate  dealer.  He  owned  large 
tracts  of  land  in  Keene,  Gilsum,  Sullivan  and  the  vicinity.  He  was 
ordained  June  11,  1761,  and  dismissed  April  30,  1772. 

The  fourth  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Aaron  Hall,  the  ancestor  of  persons 
of  that  name  who  have  lived  in  Keene  until  quite  recently.  He  was 
ordained  Feb.  IS,  177S,  in  the  midst  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
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remained  the  faithful  and  honored  j.iastor  of  the  church  ujitii  his  death 
Aug.  12,  1S14.  During  his  Ion,!,'-  pastorate  of  tiiorc  than  thirty-sis  years, 
he  aided  the  town  to  ^row  from  a  rude  settlement  to  nn  important 
village,  a  sort  of  metropolis  in  this  region.  During  his  ministry  the  pres- 
ent cliurch  was  built,  but  stood  sevemy  feet  south  of  its  present  position. 
At  a  later  date  it  was  removed  to  its  present  site  and  has  been  several 
times. remodelled.  In  its  present  form,  it  is  one  of  the  choicest  gems  of 
architecture  in  New  Hampshire.  Its  pure,  classic  style,  its  harmonious 
proportions  and  its  stately  spire  are  the  admiration  of  all  true  lovers  of 
art. 

The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Hail  was  succeeded  1)t  the  very  short  one  of 
Rev.  David  Olipliant,  of  onh'  two  and  a  half  years,  from  .May  2-i,  1S15, 
to  Dec.  1,  1S17  (not  November,  1S17,  as  some  authorities  give  it).  The 
sixth  and  next  pastor  was  the  Kev.  Zedekiah  S.  Rarstow,  Ei.  D.,  so  well 
remembered  by  all  of  my  older  hearers,  one  (.>f  tlie  most  useful  and  ac- 
complished men  who  have  ever  lived  in  Keene.  He  was  ordained  July  1, 
181 S.  The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  event  v,-as  observed  in  a  fitting 
manner.  On  that  day  he  became  the  pastor  emeritus  and  so  continued 
until  his  death,  March  1,  1S73.  He  was  the  last  pastor  settled  by  the 
town,  and  here  I  must  ck)Se  the  nuire  jiarticular  account  of  ecclesiastical 
affairs. 

A  second  trinitarian  Congregational  church  was  organized  Oct.  15, 
1S67.  Their  church  edifice,  erected  at  a  cost  of  $35,000,  was  dedicated 
Sept.  16,  1S69.   The}'  have  had  sis  pastors. 

A  Baptist  church  was  gathered  at  Ash  Swamp,  Sept.  9,  1816,  through 
the  efforts  of  Rev.  Charles  Cummings.  A  new  organization  was  effected 
at  the  village  and  a  pastor  ord.'iined  Aug.  21,  1832.  The  first  church 
was  at  .Ash  Swamp,  the  second  edifice  on  Winter  street,  now  the  armory. 
Their  present  commodious  structure,  built  at  a  cost  of  .'?52,000,  was  dedi- 
cated May  12,  lS7ii.  They  have  had  thirteen  regidar  pastors,  of  whom 
the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Eaton,  D.  D.,  who  remained  si.tteen  and  a  half  v-ears, 
served  the  parish  much  lon.ger  than  any  other. 

The  Methodist  Episcopalians  had  preaching  here  at  irregular  inter- 
vals between  1S03  and  1S24-.  Keene  was  included  in  the  AVinchester  cir- 
cuit from  1824  to  1S34.  From  1834-  to  1851,  they  were  sijpphed  from 
adjoining  towns.  In  November,  1S35,  a  church  was  organized,  known 
as  Grace  Methodist  Ejnscopal  church.  Since  1S50,  that  church  has  had 
the  benefit  of  local  pastors,  of  whom  there  have  been  twenty-six  in  all. 
The  present  fine  house  of  worship  was  built  at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000, 
and  was  dedicated  on  Nov.  23,  1SU9. 

The  Unitarian  society  was  organized  March  18,  1824,  and  a  church 
was  gathered  Dec.  27,  1S25.  Their  first  meetinghouse  was  dedicated  April 
28,  1830.  It  was  rebuilt  and  rededicated  .Aug.  16,  1868.  The  present 
handsome  stone  church  on  Washington  street  was  dedicated  Jan.  24, 
1S95,  the  comer  stone  having  Ijeen  laid  on  the  llth  of  July,  1894.  This 
society  has  had  six  pastors.  The  first  was  Thomas  Russell  Sullivan,  the 
second  was  Rev.  Abiel  Abbot  Livermore,  D.  D.,  later  a  president  of  the 
Meadville  Theological  school.    The  third  pastor,  Kev.  William  Orne  White, 
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minislcTcd  in  tlic  sijcicty  for  t wen t^' -seven  years,  .-ni  uniisuriUy  loiif^  pas- 
tor.'itc  for  the  iiiescnt.  time.  His  useful  and  iDciicvoleiit  life  in  this  eit3'  is 
iirrttefully  rcineitit>ere<l.  lie  still  rcsiiles  in  Brookline,  Mass.,  haviiif; 
retvrilly  licen  herenvt-rl  of  liis  excellent  wife.  The  next  two  pastorates 
wore  ([tiite  tiricf.  Tlie  jireseiit  pastor,  Rev.  C.  B.  Elder,  is  in  the  four- 
tcontli  year  of  his  ministry  in  this  i)lnee. 

The  l  aiversalists  began  to  hire  [ireaehers  as  early  as  1860.  The  first 
who  si'ttlci!  here  wa.";  Kev.  I.  C.  Knowlton,  fatljer  of  the  late  attorney 
creiieral  of  Massachusetts.  A  church  was  organized  March  12,  1S76. 
They  liave  worsliipped  in  the  town  (now  city)  hall,  in  the  old  Baptist 
church,  now  the  armory,  and  in  a  hall  on  Koxliury  street,  where  their 
meetings  are  now  held.    Thev-  have  had  four  pastors. 

The  parish  of  St.  James'  Protestant  Episcopal  church  was  organized 
May  13,  1859.  Ground  was  broken  for  the  beautiful  church  on  West 
.street,  May  14-,  1863.  The  buildinjj  was  first  used  Aug.  21,  1864,  but 
was  not  consecrated  until  Nov.  22,  1877,  after  the  debt  had  been 
extinguished.  The  jircscnt  pastor  is  the  tenth  in  succession.  The  esteemed 
first  rector  honored  this  community  b}-  establishing  a  permanent  resi- 
dence here,  where  his  many  virtues  and  cultivated  tastes  have  imparted 
a  l>eneficent  influence  for  manj-  years. 

The  Roman  Catholics  began  their  labors  in  Kccne  as  early  as  1856. 
Eleven  priests  have  successively  ministered  to  the  needs  of  their  people, 
assisted,  at  different  times,  by  as  many  as  five  others.  The  parishioners 
have  been  very  devoted  to  their  cause.  Their  first  place  of  worship  was 
u.  wooden  structure  oi!  Mjirlljoro  street.  Their  elegant  church  on  Main 
street.  !>uilt  after  great  exertions  and  many-  sacrifices,  was  consecrated 
Nov.  20,  18'J2. 

Besides  these  older  established  churches,  we  have  todav  the  Bethany 
Pentecostal  church,  which  worshi]>s  in  what  was  once  the  Methodist 
church,  l.uit  now  moved  to  a  new  location;  a  mission  of  the  First  church 
on  George  street;  the  Gospel  Mission,  on  Pine  street;  a  new  chnrch 
started  by  our  Swedish  citizens;  and  a  Seventh  Day  Advent  society. 
There  was  formerly,  also,  what  was  called  a  Christian  Advent  society. 

The  militarj-  history  of  Keene  is  a  familiar  storj  and  needs  only  to 
l>e  epitomized  here.  There  were  men  from  Keene  in  the  old  French  war, 
so-called.  Kecne's  Revolutionarv  history,  the  reception  of  the  news  from 
Lexington  and  Concord,  the  dejiarture  of  \Yyman  and  his  men  for  the 
scat  of  the  conflict,  the  heroic  services  of  Keene  men  at  Bennington,  Sara- 
toga, in  the  Jersej's,  and  on  the  eventful  expedition  to  Canada,  have  all 
been  initch  discussed  at  recent  meetings  of  patriotic  societies. 

There  were  men  from  Keene  in  the  old  Indian  wars.  One  of  them, 
Major  Josiah  Wiilard,  died  while  engaged  in  such  service.  There  were 
Keene  men  also  in  the  War  of  1S12  and  in  the  Mexican  war. 

In  the  great  Civil  war,  besides  Brevet  Major  General  S.  G.  Griffin, 
wlio  lived  here  after  the  war,  Keene  gave  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Fran- 
cis S.  Fisice,  Colonel  Robert  Wilson,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  W.  Babbitt, 
Majors  Oljcd  G.  Dort  and  Edward  E.  Sturtevant,  Surgeon  George  B. 
Twitclieli,  Captains  Henry  C.  Handerson,  Henry  N.  Metcalf,  Solon  A. 
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Carter,  and  John  W.  Sturlevaut,  as  well  as  many  more  officers  of  lesser 
rank  and  scores  of  private  soldiers.  Let  ns  Jiope  that,  before  it  is  too 
late,  full  bio^^-rapliical  details  may  be  writtcii  of  the  deeds  of  ail  these 
brave  men  in  that  memorable  struggle. 

In  the  last  war,  that  !:>et\veen  the  Cnited  States  and  Spain,  Keeiie 
Avas  re])resei)ted  iu  the  Xew  ilampsh.ire  rcjjiment  by  Captain  I'aul  F. 
Babbidge  and  many  others. 

As  we  approach  modern  times,  \vc  cast  one  look  at  the  long  line  of 
worthy  men  who  have  helped  to  shape  the  destiny  and  the  fortunes  of 
Keene.  We  .see  a  long  line  of  law3-crs,  whose  efforts  at  tlie  bar,  or  in  the 
discharge  of  public  duties,  have  given  lustre  to  their  natnes.  Among  them 
are  Elijah  Williams,  the  lirst  lawver;  Daniel  Newcomb,  a  judge  of  the 
superior  court,  and  first  state  senator  from  ICeenc;  Peieg  Sprague,  elected 
to  congress  in  1797;  Noah.  Cooke;  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Sr.,  elected  to  con- 
gress in  IS  11,  a  governor  cvf  New  Hampshire;  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Jr.,  an- 
other go%-ernor  of  the  state;  James  Wiison,  Sr.,  elected  to  congress  in 
1S09;  James  Wilson,  Jr.,  who  rose  to  the  rank  of  genera!  in  the  militia 
and  served  in  congress;  Levi  Chamberlain,  a  member  of  the  Peace  con- 
gress of  1861  ;  Joel  Parker,  chief  jtistice  from  IS.SS  to  l.SJS,  later  a  pro- 
fessor of  law  at  Harvard  university;  Joseph  Ruffum,  who  .served  in  con- 
gress; Salnia  Hale,  who  also  served  in  congress  and  wrote  a  prize  his- 
tory of  the  Thiited  States;  George  S.  Hale,  .son  of  the  {'receding,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  honored  trust  la wvers  of  Boston;  Thomas  M.  Edwards, 
first  president  of  the  Cheshire  railrcid,  also  a  member  of  congress;  Elijah 
Parker;  Foster  Alexander;  Elijah  Dunbar;  Phineas  Handerson;  Phineas 
Fiske;  William  P.  Wheeler;  Farnnm  F.  Lane;  Francis  X.  Faulkner,  who 
declined  a  scat  upon  the  bench  of  the  supreme  court;  William  Henry 
Burt;  John  Henry  Elliot;  Edvv,-ard  Farrar,  long  the  clerk  of  the  courts; 
C.  C.  Webster;  and  the  late  Francis  C.  Faulkner,  who,  like  his  father, 
declined  promotion  to  the  bench. ^ 

We  see,  too,  a  succession  of  ph3-sicians,  noted  for  their  skill  and  suc- 
cess, including  r>r.  Pomeroy,  who  refused  to  sigiJ  the  .\ssociation  Test, 
during  the  Revolution;  Tbaddcus  McCarty,  who  introduced  into  Kecne 
the  inoculation  for  the  smail-pox ;  Daniel  .\dams,  an  early  jiostraaster ; 
still  another  Daniel  Adams,  who  was  the  author  of  valuable  school  text- 
books; Amos  Twitchell,  who  has  been  apt!}-  called  "tiie  autocrat  of 
surgery  in  Xew  England,"  whose  skill  and  genius  earned  for  him  an 
extensive  reputation  and  an  immense  practice;  Charles  G.  Adams,  a  son 
of  the  first  named  Daniel,  whose  snnny  face  and  genial  manners  in  the 
sick  room  are  still  well  remembered;  Algernon  S.  Carpenter,  who  was  for 
many  vears  one  of  our  most  honored  phj  .eicians ;  George  B.  Twitchell,  a 
nephew  of  .Amos,  an  al)Ie  surgeon,  widely  known  and  universally  re- 
sj>ected;  Thomas  B.  Kittredge;  Ira  F.  Prouty ;  Thomas  E.  Hatch;  and 
H.  H.  Darling,  a  homeopatht.st  well  remembered. 

Two  dentists  cannot  be  forgotten,  the  elder  and  the  younger  Strat- 
ton,  the  latter  the  nephew  of  the  former.  Thej'  were  ingenious  mechanics 
and  were  masters  of  their  profes.sion  as  it  was  practised  in  their  time. 

1  Alfred  T.  P-otcheldcr,  a  prominent  lawyer,  livtd  ljut  a  few  dnys  .nftcr  this 
address  was  delivered.    Xu  living  person  was  ttienticjned. 
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1  sh.-ill  .-itUiij])!  no  accoTiiit  uf  llic  miiDcrons  secret  niid  cjtlier  social 
orgatiiz.'n ions  in  1-^mic,  nor  can  1  attcnijit  to  name  the  long  roll  of  busi- 
ness men  who  tlici  so  imicli  to  IniiUi  up  tliis  iirosperoxis  city.  David 
Niius,  first  town  clerk;  John  Ellicjt,  Justus  I'crrj',  Sumner  Wbecltr,  tlie 
two  Halls,  John  H.  Fuller,  Francis  F'aulkiier,  Josiah  Colony-,  Charles  S. 
Faulkner,  Aaron  Appleton,  William  Diusmoor;  S.  W.  Hale,  governor  of 
the  state:  S.  I).  Osborne,  Lannion  Nims;  Henry  Colony,  first  jiresident  of 
the  Manchester  <S:  Keenc  railroad;  the  hitter's  brothers,  Timothv,  Alfred 
and  John  Edward;  also  Joshua  D.  Colon}'  and  sons,  L.J.  and  O.  E., 
E.  C.  Thayer,  George  Tildcn,  George  W.  Tilden,  E.  G.  Whitcomb,  J.  R. 
Beal,  Charles  Brid.tfnian,  Elbridge  and  Charles  Keyes,  J.  l^.  Elliot, 
Charles  I-anison,  Keucl  Nims,  Eliphalet  and  William  S.  Briggs,  Henry 
Pond,  Abijah  Wilder,  Abijah  Kingsbury ;  also  Jeremiah  Stiles,  the  old 
land  surveyor;  are  a  few  only  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  passed  on 
to  the  great  majorit}-,  in  former  j-ears,  among  our  business  men.  More 
recentlj'  the  names  of  Peter  B.  Ilayward,  Caleli  T.  BufFum,  G.  D.  Harris 
and  Edw.'ird  Joslin  have  been  added  to  the  number.  This  list  will  be 
conspicuous  for  tlie  many  names  which  it  omits,  nor  can  I  allude  to  the 
business  of  any  who  are  now  living. 

The  succession  of  public  improvements  in  Keeiie  has  been  rapid  in  the 
past  half  century.  Men  now  living  have  witnessed  the  completion  of 
three  steam  railroads  into  this  place,  now  operated  by  one  company; 
the  introduction  of  the  telegraph  and  the  telephone;  the  establishment  of 
a  good  fire  department,  witb  two  steamers;  jiaved  streets,  m.acadaniized 
liighvvav's,  and  a  street  sprinkling  apparatus;  tlie  inanguration  of  a  sys- 
tem of  water  works  which  supplies  the  cit}'  with  an  abundance  of  pure 
water;  an  adequate  system  of  drainage;  the  introduction  of  illuminating 
gas  and  more  recently  of  electric  lighting;  the  founding  of  the  Invalids' 
Home  and  of  the  Elliot  City  Hospital,  which  last  named  institution  pre- 
serves the  name  of  a  genei-ous  benefactor,  as  well  as  the  Edward  Joslin 
Home  for  Xiirses  which  adjoins  it;  the  building  of  the  headquarters  for 
the  Young  IMen's  Christian  .A.ssociation  on  West  street;  the  founding  of  a 
daily  news])aper;  and,  last  of  all,  the  construction  of  two  lines  of  electric 
railways,  under  one  company,  the  second  of  which  was  opened  to  travel 
j'esterday.  All  these  useful  institutions  and  imi)rovements  are  compara- 
tively recent.  The}-  are  but  a  few  of  all  that  might  be  named,  although 
they  are  the  more  important. 

In  addition  to  these  public  utiHties,  we  must  remember  our  park  sys- 
tem, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  our  worthy  citizen,  Mr.  George  A. 
W'heelock,  as  well  as  to  certain  ladies. 

Now,  as  we  look  to  the  future,  we  fancy  that  the  comforts  of  life 
which  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  enjo}',  manifold  as  they  seem  to  us, 
are  hut  few  in  cojuparison  with  the  luxuries  which  applied  science  will 
bring  to  future  generations.  Let  us  be  grateful  for  any  part,  however 
small,  which  it  shall  l>e  the  good  fortune  of  a»y  one  of  ns  to  take  in  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  our  honored  town  and  cit}-.  Let  the  recollection 
of  those  worthy  forefathers,  some  of  whose  names  have  been  so  hastily 
brought  to  your  notice,  stimulate  yon  all  to  do  3-onr  whole  dut}-  that 
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the  Keene  of  the  future  may  sustain  tbe  envialile  reputation  wliich  the 
Keene  of  the  past  has  eujoYcd,  of  beins  one  of  the  most  orderly  and  1")CSt 
governed,  as  well  as  one  of  the  Biost  beautiful  cities  in  the  American 
Union. 


Additions  and  Corrections. 


Discreprmcies  in  the  spellin.rr  of  j^ropcr  names  were  com- 
mon in  tlie  early  days.  To  determine  wliicli  of  tlie  various 
six'llinij^s  are  correct  is  well  nicrh  imj^ossihle.  For  this  reason 
nniforniity  has  not  been  attempted  in  every  case. 

In  the  Hio.ij^rajjhical  Sketches,  ])a<res  555  to  G70,  no 
living  ])erson  has  been  included,  and  tlic  likeness  of  no  liv- 
ing person  is  given  among  the  illustrations. 

Page  10,  line  2;  lor  "  Bethsaida  "  read  "  Bethesda." 

Page  29?.,  foot  note;  for  "minister"'  lot  read  "minis- 
try" lot. 

Page  404-,  line  13;  for  "Ellis"  read  "  Eells." 

Page  461.  line  6;  for  "Association"  read  "Union." 

I*age  470.  Between  recordsof  Streeter  and  Towns  insert: 

Totten,  j.-Anifs.  Co.  G;  a.ee  32;  res.  Marlboro ;  c-!)l.  April  22,  '01;  must, 
out  .\ng.  9,  '()!.    See  Ff)urtc'cnth  N.  H.  V. 

Page  480,  line  2;  for  "Bermuda  Hundreds"  read 
' '  Herm uda  i  1  un d red . ' ' 

Page  4S1.    Between  records  of  Bridge  and  Califf  insert: 

Rntton,  John  L.  Co.  A;  ;ige  42;  res.  Suny,  .'iftcr  the  war  Kcene;  enl. 
Au«.  IS,  '<>1  ;  must,  ill  as  muse;  a\>]>.  prin.  muse.  Oct.  10, 'Gl ;  disch. 
disal),  June  1'!,  '02.  Williinnsburg,  Va.    See  V.  R.  C. 

Page  501.    Between  records  of  Mctcalf  and  Muchmore 

insert : 

Mitchell,  John  H.  Co.  G;  age  33;  res.  Walpole;  eul.  Nov.  6,  '61;  disch. 
Jnti.  19,  '63,  rhiL'idelphia.    Sec  Fourteenth  X.  H.  V, 

Page  511.  Between  records  of  Hastings,  John  G.,  and 
Healcv  insert; 

Hayes,  Josepli  K.  Co.  I);  age  21;  eul.  Mareh  0,  'Gf. ;  must,  out  July  8, 
'65.    Set  U.  S.  navy. 

Page  512.    Between  records  of  Nims  and  O'Brien  insert: 

O'Rriea,  John.    Co.  D;  age  20;  enl.  Feb.  2S,  "Gf. ;  must,  out  July  8,  '65. 

Sec  niiscel.  org. 
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Pag"e  514".  To  tlic  history  of  the  Sixteenth  Nc\v  Hamp- 
sliire  Volunteers  add  the  following  record  : 

Reverstock,  Daniel  O.    Co.  G ;  ris^^e  2fS;  reji.  Nelson,  nfier  the  war  Kc-ctie; 
ciil.  Sept.  13,  '62;  nuisi,  cnjl  A'.i,:.;.  2(t,  "GS.    See  liightccnih  N.  H,  \'. 

Page  673.  Anioiig  the  seiccttnen  in  the  x-car  lS-i9,  for 
"  Lanman  "  Nims  read  "Laiimoo"  Ninis. 

Page  674.  Amoni;  the  selectmen  'n\  the  _vear  1871,  for 
"Lanman"  Nims  read  "Lanrnon"  Xiiiis. 


General  Index. 


(Persons  liavirip  the  same  family  name,  with  firms  and  corporations  nanitd 
nftcr  thctri,  ;ire  grouped  to^rfthc-r,  ailhott^rb  in  ^fmi:  instances  the  strictly  aiph.-j- 
helicnl  nrTatiireincnt  of  the  index  is  thereby  slipbtly  varied.  DilTercnt  indiridunl.s 
licariiig  tlu  sat.iu-  name  are  di^tinj^nished  from  each  otiu-r  whenever  ]>racticable  by 
the  nse  of  s^ime  brief  explanation,  title  or  nnml)er.  When  n-umbers  arc  used,  no 
t'elatioushii>  is  to  l^e  necessarily  implied  l)et\Yeen  the  persons  thus  nunil:>cred.) 


Abbott,  Abiel  221 

Liaiiiel  5Js+ 

Elizabeth  624- 

jacob  024- 

John  T  GnG,  G91,  605,  703 

Jose])b  B  CS5,  CAU 

josliun  5SCi 

Mrs  559 

Rev.  Mr  400 

Stephen  G  tT-t.  705 

Thomas  21 

Waneii  500 

William  P  4-61,  -4-73,  60S,  674 

075,  685 

Abljrcsn.'itioiis,  list  of.  475 

Aheriakis,  the  3.'!.  89 

.A.herc!"omhit'.  Gcii  130,  6;il> 

Abraham,  Heij^hts  oi'  71  S 

.Vlirahain,  i'laiiis  of.  131,  663 

Ae-adeniy  fund  427,  724,  725 

Academj-  trustees  427,  724,  725 

Acfjuiii  493 

Acwortb  193,  374 

A  (1  a  m s ,  Be iij a  mi !i  590 

Ikrijainiii  (Dca.)  557 

Bcr.iamin  F...391,  397,  407,  415 
410,  430,  431.  435,  440,  453 
454,  547.  675 

B.  F.      Co  <WS 

Charles  PraTicls  .,332 

Charles  G  242,  393,  407,  410 

450,  4,"4,  555,  556,  557,  729 

Daniel  (Capt.)  550 

Daniel  (Dr.)  49,  70,  294,  3(i5 

307,  308.  34K  352.  356.  393 
410.  416,  555,  .556,  557.  .566 
614,  729 

Dauie!  (Airs.)  406 

Daniel  (Dr.  and  author). .33,3.  557 
509,  729 

David  193 

Eunice  557 

Holmaii       L>«ttoii  410,  433 

Holman  &  Wood  410 

johi)  107,  189,  2.SS,  .'532,  398 


Adams.  John  Quincy  389,  663 

|ose])h  .556 

".Marv  A  ,556 

XatKV  .\nn  569 

Thomas  128 

William  n  524 

iS:  Holman  410,  421 

Adams's  New  Arithmetic...  557,  637 

i\dditioiis  and  corrections  732-3 

Address  of  Mavor  Taft  715,  716 

Agawam,  Mass  23,  28,  136 

Agawams,  the  32 

.\gricuitur<al  Society,  Cheshire 

CountT  378.  3S8,  308,  415 

447,  458,  467 

.\p:ricu]ttiral  Society,  State  457 

Aiken,  Enoch  ,524 

Aiiiswortb,  Laban  369,  548,  600 

Alarm  list  163,  175 

Albanv  32,  95,  120,  130,  131 

Alden,  Luther  P  674,  686,  705 

Aldrich,  B.  F  527 

Col  289 

Darwin  M  701 

Diantha  637 

Edwin  C  702 

Edwin  V  294 

Herbert  C  341 

Miss  C  365,  573 

.\iles  643 

Thomas  M  588 

.Mert,  Xo.  1  (fire  company)  460 

.•Mcs.-inder,  Col  241 

Ebenezer..23,25,26.  S3,  84,89,91 

Elias  SO 

Foster.. .340,  364,  375,  376,  377 
393,  557.  572,  589,  632,  673 
675.  676,  678,  679,  729 

Joseph  81 

L.  A.  (Mrs.)  541 

Lncian  A  480 

Ken  lien  557 

Sarah  Foster  557 

&  Chamberlain  364 

Alexandria  478,  488,  489,  499 
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Alford,  Jolin  15 

Al<rot]Cjuins,  the  32 

Aliard,  Andrew  S9 

Allen,  Ainasa  3(>S,  "HlG 

Calvin,  U'  50G 

Chester.".  4-49,  407,  r>41 

Daniel  

Daniel  (Mrs.)  6'.»r)  ' 

Dcidarairx  3a&,  703 

Eleazar  21 

Ethan  255,  256,  261 

Ira  261,  26« 

John  E  70.3 

John  J.,  Jr  tlN.^.  687 

Joseph  21 

Sally  667,  668 

Samuel  ...84-,  SO,  S7 

Theodore  683 

Will  T  535 

&  Bond  307,  30s,  341,  506 

&  Dorr  302,  308.  309  : 

&  Wadsworth  511  : 

Allied  Metal  Mechanics  714  \ 

Alstead  104,  206,  346  j 

Altitudes  553,  705  1 

Araadon, 'Frank  E  517  | 

American  Academ  v  of  Languages  396 

American  hand  712,  714  : 

American  House  542 

American  News,  the  725 

American  seamen  343,  353 

Ames,  Henr^-  683  ; 

Manufacturing  Company  536  , 

Silas  "  343 

Thomas  F  302,  376.  39.S.  413 

415,  442,  454 

Ames's  batten,'  .'  479 

Amherst... 14,  29,  65,  152,  192,  197 
206,  220 

Amherst,  Gen  130,  131.  132 

611,  639 

Amherst,  Mass  608 

Amidon,  Josiab  392 

Amoskeag  31 

Amoskeag  steam  fire  engine  685,687 

Amoskeags,  the  31,  33 

Anderson,  Dexter  413  ; 

John  84 

Andover,  Mass  22 

Andre,  John  63G  . 

Andrew,  Gov  477 

Andrews,  Alonzo  414  ; 

John  51,  52,  53,  00,  02.  721  i 

Xathan  85 

Andrews's  flood  52 

Andro.scoggin  rirer  31  ; 

Annals    of  Keene,   Hale's.  98,  100 
112,  119,  307,  395,  445,  603 

Annapolis  242.  486,  492,  496 

Announcement  3,  5 


Antletnni.  liattk-or..8,  488,  494,  .50  t 

Apdaile,  John  555 

Scirah  (Mrs.)  555 

Apjjian  Way  4-8 

.\pple.irate,  t>olaviu.s.  Jr. .5,  098,  702 
Ai:tplcton, Aaron  1  10,  30>l,  306.  371 
381,  387,  38.^,  y.'.u.  399,  416 
422.  434,  45u.  ,557.  55>5,  59f» 
653,  730 

Aaron  (Mrs.)  4()7 

Isaac  557 

Isaac  <  Doa.)  557 

Kc7.i,ah  4()8 

Samuel  557 

&  Elliot. .352,  361,  367,  383,  410 
55.S.  641 

.\)>pliH,  Tliomas  234 

.-\rch  l)ridge  446 

.\rcher,  Heiijaniiu  152,  154 

161.  i03.  177,  193,  194,  204 
216.  219.  220,  274.  275,  276 
279.  300 

Benjamir!,  Jr  204.  214 

Jonathan..;  161,  204,  214 

.•\rlington.  Mass  2() 

.Vrniory  689 

.Arniv  of  the  James  479,  487,  5')9 

Arm_vofthe  Potomac  9,  478,  480 

487.  488.  496,  648 

Army,  regular  353,  360 

Arnold.  Benedict  230 

Arnold's  army  244,  039 

.Arnold's  exfiedition  ,  192 

.Vrn<>!trs  treason  245 

-irtillery  coni[)any  of  lads  376 

AsliVmrnltam......  368,  531 

A.shhv.  Ma.ss  368 

Ashley,  Daniel  289 

loseph  58,  59,  64 

Sarnnel..  195,  203,  20S.  211,  219 
226,  234,  237,  270 

Ashlev's  regiment  211,  219 

014,  655 

Ash  Swamp  48,  50,  60.  113 

121,  458 

Ash  >Swa!np  brook  553 

Ash  Swani])  broid;  canal  201 

553.  567 

A,shiielot  IS,  19,  30,  49,  59,  80,  89 

91.  93 

Ashuelot  hank. ..41 8.  468,  528,  5S3 
584.  590,  623,  689,  711 

Asliiielot  Boot  iS;  Slioe  Co  541 

Ashneiot  Cavalrv  340,  342,  343 

358,  370.  372,  416.  63 1 
Ashuelot  Chaj)ter,  D.A.K...698,  699 
-         704,  707 
Ashneiot  Congregatronal  Chib...69S 

Ashuelot  1-ire  Insurance  Co  4.5,3 

.\shuelot  Indians  718 
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Ashnclot,  Lower..!".',  .''"),  ^-T,  5(5,  05 
fj(i.  (is,  7;;,  TS,         1 1  1 

Asliiiflot  .Mniiijf;ii.'tm'iii;^  Co  -131 

Aslmdul  :;iiii(>.-icl  4.17,  CO] 

(V.»2 

Asluielot  river  15.  10,  17,  IS,  1 !) 

21,  22,  23,  2'.,  2S,  30,  .",2.  37 
•i.2,  4.7,  51,  52,  on,  S3,  >,Mi,  <t7 
9S,   100,   11)4,  ;;s2,  4.15,  551 
.'>(J3,  71  S 

A.sliiH-ldt  sliiit*  facton-  085 

Asliiiclot  steam  mills. .54-2,  686,  087 

AshiK-lots,  the  8S 

AsliiK-lot,  rii])cr...29,  35,  3S,  4-0,  42 
47,  4 'J,  51,  52,  56,  57,  5,S,  63 
65,  66,  67,  08,  69.  71,  73,  76 
77,  7s.  SO,  ,S1,  S3,  8'J.  91,  92 
06.  97,  98,  102,  103,  111,  718 
719,  721,  722 

A<iii;ni!bemct:  .30 

A.ssoei.Tteil  Ftistricts.,  427 

A<s<)ci.-ition  for  1  )iscoiiiiteiiai!- 
ciiig   thf   Use   of  Ardent 

Spirits  409 

Association  for  llic  Promotioi) 
of  AsriciiHiire  am]  the  Me- 
chanic Arts  447 

A  S.S I >c i ; i  t  i o i  I  Test  203-203 

Athcrton,  Booz  .M  ^!64,  582 

Siuiford  .A.  ..480 

Athol,  :Mas.s  10,  111 

Atkinson,  Theodore. ...102,  103,  lo" 
no,  127 

At  wood,  Ruins  481 

A urorn  horertlis  425 

Austin,  Charles  F  475,  481 

Au.straliru)  lialiot  system  711 

Author,  sketcb  of  xht.  5-13 

Auxiliary  Education  Socict\'......408 

Avery,  Olivt-r  S4 

.•\w-asliariks  31,  141 

.Awasliauks,  Tctcr  ,31 

Aver,  Elisha  505,  702 

r!nbbi<]^e,  I\au!  F  691,  699.  70l 

703,  713,  729 

Babbitt,  lohij  W  497,  504.  505 

53(5,  537.  551,  6s4,  728 

Babeoek.  Elijah  237 

nachelder,  N.  j  710 

Bacon,  r>avi(l."  89,  558 

lacol)  558 

jricob  (Rev,)...  43,  45,  46,  47.  49 
50,  52,  53,  58,  5;}.  63.  68,  77 
79,  97,  107,  455.  .558,  726 

.Marv  558 

Aiarv  Wliitiicv  (.Mrs.)  559 

Oliver  '.  558 

Sruiniel  ,"58 

Thomas  107,  558 

Thomas  (of  L>cclli;!in)  ,558 


Bad^icr,  William  C.  H  701 

Hailev,  Ati;,'iistus  489 

Hciward  L  478 

George  518 

loualha  n  672 

".M.  A  6.S4 

I'nkcr,  .\mia  560 

Arteinas  700 

15.  F  468 

Charles  \V  509 

Dn  vid  500 

Ebcnezer  294 

Edward  524 

Elijah  294,  295 

Gov  458 

Ilcpzibah  559 

John  193 

(Ori.athai)  56<j 

Larkin  425 

Marv  559 

Olive  559 

Robert  67 

Saih'  559 

Sarah  (>05,  621 

Sarah  Hale  (Airs.)  559 

Susanna  5(30,  592 

Thomas  354,  157,  101,  169 

198,  200,  204,  215,  246,  250 


251,  2c 
277.  278, 
311,  .343, 


274,  275, 


Tlioraas,  Jr., 


346 
467 
204 
275 


276 

290,  300,  307,  308 
438,  559,  560.  588 
G05,  671,  072,  679 
..102,  205,  276,  277 
559,  672 

Thomas  (of  Topsfield)  559 

Baker  street  59,  172,  173 

Bakerv  413 

Balch.  Andrew  163 

Beniamiii  204,  214,  220 

276,  278,  286,  288,  672 

Benjamin,  Ir  102 

Caleb  .'.  246 

Cyrus  246 

Dorcas  682 

John  n;2,  205.  211,  214,  220 

247,  248,  290,  389 

iohii,  Ir  218 

F'erleT  S  509 

Timothv  247,  277,  290 

nalehc-s'  fidlinc;  mill  310 

Baldwin,  Loatnmi  381,  422 

Nahuni  210 

Baldwin's  rejximent  ....210,  562 

Ball,  Emmons  700 

George  \V  533,  543,  690 

(■ieorge  W.  (Mrs.)  454 

lonatliaii  21 

&  Aldcn  540 

&  WMtnev  540 

Ball's  block  280 
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Kali"s  hnihiiiig-  280,  "30,  GOO 

Ball's  inn  7l'0 

Ballard's  heirs,  John  1(i7 

Bjillocli,  Janet  (.:  ;>-, 

Ballou,  Charles  F  

F.  M  4(U,  4bn 

Simeon  401,  sls-^ 

B tuicroft .  .\irios  ......,.<;<< 7 

Ke^.  Dr........  4-{>f; 

Bank  block  .IK." 

Bar!  ks ,  James  , , ,  ^  3 

Willirim  G72 

Bain-ea,  Lewis  524- 

Baptist  meetint^hoijse  S71,  4()4 

431.  432,  m\,  727 

Baptists  371,  377,  4-31.  5»>J,  544. 

0S8,  0)92,  094:.  fiOy,  704.  7{i7 

Pjarber,  Daniel  ..4G3,  4  07; 

Jolm  P  373,  y,s\ 

[ohu  P.  &  Co  

"WllHain  H  497,  49':! 

Barilen,  Hiram,  Jr  .7 1  0 

Barker,  Frank  N  701 

Fred  A  485,  m~,  700 

Levi  429 

Stephen  G74,  07.7 

Tiiestou  A  470,  485,  503,  5...t8 

Barker's  coinpan_v  471,  472,  470 

Barlow,  Natlianiel  A  — 711 

Barlow's  diYisiou  4S0 

Barnes,  Abby  623 

Charles  S  530 

:Malachi  710 

RcT.  Dr  oCl 

Willi.-im  10,'; 

Bamct.  the  300 

Barraii,  William  lO.s 

Barrett,  Beni  .^9 

Fred  E...."  003 

William  A  .....510,  080 

Barriiiger,  Minister  ,..,.035 

Barriii^on,  X.  H  2(*G 

Barron,  Joseph...  SO 

William  20G,  207 

Barstow,  Elizabeth  Whitnej'  502 

George  -I-HO 

John  5'..-! 

J.  Whitney  534.  ."02,  G<'" 

Tiniot'tiy  Dwight  5t>2 

William  5i  >2 

Zedekiah  S  373,  ..74.  575,  i77 

,^,78,  379,  384,  3.s7.  ..t-'j,  HUu 
399.  403,  404,  4.'>7,  S-08.  417 
425,  42S.  442.  454  -t5£,  0  4 
46S,  471,  533,  53  k  537,  7>,./ 
561,  562,  573  ,  64-9,  C.58,  !w5 

Z.  S.  {Mrs.)  too.  4J2    :  '4 

532,  5{)1 


I  Barilett,  Fred  K. 
I  Josiah  

Xel&on  \  

Kev.  Mr  

Oasliaba  


.002 
.179 
.085 
.406 
...31 


H.ishaba's  Feast  31 

iias^t/tt,  lames...  420,  563 

Mcirtlia  (Mrs.)  43s,  502,  503 

X.-ftnait  387,  ;i.ss,  40,3,  414.  420 
445,  5G3 

Sniinsri  102,  173.  PHI,  nJ3,  201 
205,  210,  219,  270,  287.  307 
30:~,  421,  438,  5(52,  503,  073 

Wiiiiain  094 

natcbelder,  Alfred  T  (;8s,  G90 

7Ht,  729 

Alfred  T  (Airs.)  612 

Charles  .....093 

John  ,\  091,  701 

baicbelier.  Breed  (.Maior)  435 

Breed  (teacher)  425.  42(b  724 

Breed  (Tor%-)  150,  101.  173.  175 
176.  223,  237,  319 

Kuih  (Davis)  435 

Katcheller  farm  ,352 

Bates,  Frederick  W  521 

Levi  L  ,  549 

Bat iaiion,  schoollioys..  71 3 

ISaiim,  Col  227,  229 

Baxter,  Simon  223,  237 

William  237 

Bav  Path  .....23 

Beal.Jo.seph  R  459,  670,  683 

097,  730 

J.  R.  &  Co  4GG.  540 

Wiiliam  H.  H  711 

Beaman,  Rebecca  040 

Mean,  the  Scivia  13G 

Derir  hunt  ,  31.S 

Beanfort,  S.  C  648 

B  ea  1 1  h  a  r n  a  i  s ,  (4  o  V  68 

Beaver  brook  27.  38,  45,  79,  99 

100,  113,  552,  703 
Beaver  Brook  Lodge.  No.  36, 

L  O.  0.  F...549-551,  682.  697 

Beaver  l.irook  road  43G 

Beaver  inills  ,535,  530,  681,  685 

691,  693.  695,  703 

Hca-  er  street  114,  539 

F>eckwuh,  Xiles  193 

Bedel.  Ttmothv  205,  236 

Be  id's  reariment.  205,  206 

i  e.lfo  -d   5G,  128,  221 

lieecber,  Ilenrv  Ward  457 

Kcech  bill  .'.  71,  553 

t.cccb  hill.  East  48,  5.53 

'.cetb  bdi,  South  .59 

I'.ccch  bill.  West  553 

Btcd'e's  Military  band  702 

Btcdle  s  orchestra  694 


73S 


oEXEk'A  L  ixnnx. 


Belcher,  I  ir.,  17,  LS,  10,  1.'0,  'jr, 

11',  r,i.  :>:,,  r.<;,  7i;» 

Tkldicitouu,  M:iss  -'!,  Til 

licldtii,  ]).-ivi<l  i;:^ 

IVldinp,  Llisha  .'Ml? 

M,-ir(!i.-i  r.G'J 

S.'imiul  •"><">2 

Titus  SI.  10?.,  107 

William  C  35 J 

P.tlivcau,  Eric  ]  704 

Frank  A  ."  -l-Sl 

Bell,  Charles  H  008 

P.ellerieve.  Muiisictir  .'JOO 

Bcll-f(iini(kr  

Bells.. .L".)}-,  ;!05.  ;;oC,,  ,S71.  377,  .'i07 
4.01,  404,  +06,  530,  510,  G50 
GSO,  087,  GSO,  GOO,  703 

Reliows,  Iknjaiiiin  (Col.)  09,  103 

105.  107,  109,  110,  112,  117 
lis,  119,  IL'4,  120.  127,  150 
lot 

2r.: 


155, 
25G. 


200, 


21  1,  219,  234 
2G7,  280.  319 
332,  670 

Benjamin  G41,  723 

losinh   359,  3S1 

"Stei)heu  K  G04 

Thomas.....  42 1 

Ikl ville,  Francis  5o5 

ikmis,  Henry  193 

Ik'iiiis  (watchmaker)  307 

Beinictt.  .\.  II  4-04,  417 

Bemiiiigton  ...220,  227 

Bemrmgtun,  hnttle  of  220.  228 

229,  641 

Benton,  Elijah  193 

F.  B  541 

Fraiik  C.  510 

Bcrflan's    regiment    of  sliarp- 

shooters  ,  519 

Berber o  n ,  Sam  nei  091 

S.  Tcuiiis  GOG 

lierninda  Hnndrcd  480,  732 

Berwick  ,  1  G 

Berry,  Ira,  Tr  510 

Gov  477.  491 

Bethaiij-  .Mission  092 

Bethanv  I'eTUccoslal  church  728 

Bethesda  Churcli,  battle  of.  10 

198.  732 

Bettison.  Naboth  1G2,  204,  208 

218,  240 

Beverstoek,  Daniel  0  517,  733 

liickffjrd,  Abbv  G83 

William  .".  ,SS,  90 

F.icvele  699 

Bicycle  factory  G99 

Bij4elow,  A.  M.  &  Co.  538,  650 

Rebecca  G20 

Bill.  Harvev  A  454,  459,  (521 

Harvey  A  (Mrs.)  413 


Bill,  .Saitniel  I)  710 

Billerica,  M.ibS  G42 

Billiiii^,  James  8S 

l!illin;,'S.  Chaunccy  B  701 

Daniel  300 

El)eHezcr..l73,  192,  193,  194,  244 

Isaac  103,  276,  277,  420,  564 

P.ilhnaii,  Howard  703,  70S 

Bill  (if  risjhts  237 

Bin^liani,  Elijah  205 

Nathaniel  204 

Binriey,  John  W  G75 

Bior>Ta|)hical  skctches..555-G70,  732 

Bisco,  Leonard  454,  401 

Bish')]),  Enc)s  1  I  6 

.Voah  426 

Bisscll,  Eincrsoi)  E  524 

Bixbv,  Dehr)rah  590,  .591 

John  433,  448,  4<;4 

Keziah  .558 

Nathan  374,  558,  587,  591 

Phin  y  491 

Black  brook  272,  552,  553 

Black.  J.  Ransom  499 

Black  river  S5,  87,  90,  133 

P.lack.'?niiths  414,  4GG,  541 

Blacksmith's  shop  307 

IMack  Warrior  rOFair  035 

P.lake,  Abd  270,  29G,  305,  307,  309 
311,  351,  308,  379,  3.84.  403 
4U8.  429,  4:i2,  454.  504,  500 
072,  073.  079,  091,  093,  096 

Abel,  Jr  506 

Abncr  504 

•Artemisia  598 

Asahcl  101,  205.  220,  270 

307,  504 

Carlos  673 

Charles  (Dr.)  307 

Charles  342 

Charles  11  481 

Charlotte  Caldwell  G49 

Eli  428,  672,  073 

Elij.ah  (1)  97,  107,  157,  161,  174 
204,  210,  244,  251.  504,  565 

F:iijah  (2)  5G5 

Hhjah  (3)  5G6 

Elijah  (4)  289 

Elizabeth  504 

Elizabeth  Fay  500 

Elizabeth  (Graves)  505,  500 

E.sther  504 

Frances  Scamans  577 

Francis  049 

Henrv  290 

HenrV  &  Co  205,  647 

Hiram  138,  542 

Ira  577 

Isaac  276 

Jemima  P  G67 
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Blake,  John  A  479,  481 

John  Pray   162,  207,  276 

305,  421 

Joseph. ..148,  151,  161,  198,  204 
'205,  214,  220,  276,  672 

Justin  S  289 

Lydia  565 

Martha  658 

Milton  566,  689 

Milton  2d  693 

Nathan  28,  36,  37,  38,  39 

40,  41,  43,  44,  46,  50,  51,  52 
53,  70,  71,  72,  81,  82,  84,  86 
87,  88,  97,  103,  107,  108,  109 
110,  111,  113,  114,  129,  132 
148,  149,  151,  157,  163,  201 
204,  220,  307,  309,  353,  455 
563,  564,  565,  566,  611,  671 
672,  722 

Nathan  (Mrs.)  85 

Nathan,  Jr  162,  204,  251 

253,  276,  278,  564,  565,  566 
581,  672 

•     Nathan  3d  566 

Obadiah  46,  50,  97,  107,  109 

135,  146,  148,  163,  215,  219 
232,  294,  564,  565,  577,  671 
Obadiah,  Jr.. .162,  205,  210,  565 

Obed  58 

Reuel  414,  566 

Robert  97,  563,  564 

Roxana  309 

Royal  162,  205,  214,  220 

276,  284,  294,  311,  377,  380 
401,  565 

Sarah  564 

Sarah  Guild  563,  564 

Stephen  21,  28,  36,  37,  39 

42,  107 

William  Ward  309,  637,  669 

&  Mason  683 

Blake's  mills  201 

Blake's  tavern  307 

Blanchard,  Joseph  116,  117,  118 

119,  662 

William  89 

Blanchard's  brook  124 

Blizzard  691,  702,  707 

Blodgett,  Edmund  510 

Mr  426 

Sylvester  ;  510,  699 

Blood,  Francis  265 

Bloody  brook  34 

Bloomingdale,  Maud  E  710 

Board  of  health  706 

Bohea  tea  164,  198 

Boies,  Loretta  473 

Boiler  explosion  515,  516,  695 

Bolio,  Theodore  510 

Bolster,  Almon  :....481 


Bolton,  Mass  578 

Bond,  Jane  567 

John  G  308,  339,  340,  341 

346,  350,  352,  361,  566,  567 
597  634 

WilHam  M  343,  346,  354^  356 

370,  373,  567,  638 

WilHam  M.  (Mrs.)  406,  638 

Bonds,  sale  of.  687 

Borden,  Augustin  522 

Boscawen,  N.  H  29,  56 

Boston  Brigade  band  454 

Boston,    Fitchburg    &  Keene 

Mail  Stage  Co  400 

Boston,  Mass  23,  35,  61,  76,  78 

84,  85,  86,  91,  93,  95,  116 
130,  167,  171,  172,  176,  177 
178,  181,  182,  206,  555,  556 

Boston  Neck  195 

Boston  tea  party  164 

Boston  &  Albany  railroad  642 

Boston  &  Lowell  railroad  427 

Boston  &  Maine  railroad  704 

Boston  News-letter,  the  725 

Bosworth,  Sarah  646 

Bouberthelat  83 

Boundary  line  13,  14,  15,  54,  55 

56,58, 103,104,  255,  257,  268 
718-719,  721 

Bounty  212,  217,  218,  238,  240 

241,  243,  245,  250,  491,  503 
515,  516,  529 

Bouton,  Rev.  Dr  533 

Bouvier,  Peter  524,  681 

Bow,  N.  H  29 

Bowen,  Frederick  A  481 

Boxford,  Mass  51,  558 

Box  manufacturers  711 

Boyce,  James  694 

Boyden,  E.  W  423 

Boyle,  George  A  522 

Boyle  (Gilsum)  105 

Boynton,  Sarah  613 

Boys'  club  708 

Bracq,  John  C  294,  592 

Bradbury,  William  B  468 

William  R  .....701 

Braddock,  Gen  119 

Bradford,  Alonzo  B  475 

Andrew  678 

Daniel. ...366,  377,  378,  388,  430 
548,  670,  673 

Gov  560 

James  H  341,  342,  347 

James  H.  (Mrs.)  406 

Bradley,  Jonathan  76 

Samuel  76 

William  173,  194 

Bradstreet,  Lieut  77 

Brady,  John  544 
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Bragg,  Luther...  162,  205,  300,  4,'!8 

Brainard,  Caroline  594. 

Charles  F  4-87 

C.  H  4(55,  594 

Branch,  East  18,  45,  134,  135 

272,  552 

Branch,  North  154,  551 

Branch  Road  and  Bridge  Cor- 
poration  339 

Branch,  South  18,  48,  135,  552 

Branch,  the  122,  551 

Brandt,  Joseph  239 

Brattleboro  30,  35 

Brattleboro  Light  Infantry  Co. ..388 

Breckeuridge  468 

Breed,  Cyrus  391 

Breed's  hill  181,  184,  190 

Breed  &  Holton  541 

Brentwood  ,206 

Brewer,  Ebenezer  373 

Brick,  Francis  542,  548 

Brickyard  272 

Bridge,  Col  189 

Stary  W  481 

Bridge,  at  Dale's  fordway  129 

Bridge,  East  branch  272 

Bridge,  North  branch  154 

Bridge,  over  river  151 

Bridges  129,  151,  154,  272,  704 

705,  710 

Bridgman,  Charles  448,  531,  540 

676,  692,  693,  730 

Charles  H  693 

George  H  685,  686,  694 

&  Company  466 

&  Hebard  448 

Bridgman's  block  534 

Bridgman's  fort  65,  120 

Briggs,  Abigail  629 

Eliphalet  (1)  157,  160,  200 

204,  210,  214,  215,  216,  276 
277,  307,  321,  350,  567,  568 

EHphalet,  Jr.  (2)  163,  198 

204,  205,  568,  671,  672,  673 

Ehphalet  (3)  377,  379,  388 

393,  397,  401,  568,  646,  679 

Eliphalet  (4)  403,  404,  411 

417,  425,  438,  454,  568,  569 
675,  678,  730 

telisha  148,  154,  155,  162 

170,  201,  204,  214,  249,  251 
276,  277,  310,  553,  567 

Ehzabeth  S  569 

Ellen  S  569 

E.  &  W.  S  442 

J.  Oilman  411 

John  W  393 

Joseph  W  454,  523,  550,  569 

Juliette  406,  569 

Lucius  H  569 


liriggs,  Lucius  11.  &  Joseph  W  440 

Lucy  509 

Lucy  (Brown)  569 

Lydia  W  021 

Mary  L  509 

Mary  (Mrs.)  567 

Nathaniel  204,  214,  218,  230 

307,  629 

Sarah  W  569 

William  567 

William  S  321,  454,  460,  461 

466,  548,  549,  568,  569,  646 
673,  675,  706,  730 

&  Kimball  449 

Briggs'  building  449 

Briggses,  the  413,  442 

Brigham,  Rev.  Mr  232 

Samuel  107 

Brinton,  Mary  (Mrs.)  564 

British  army  556 

British  cannon  183,  219 

British  commanders,  the  63,  125 

171,  186 

British  cruisers  359 

British  fleet  212 

British  forces  118,  171,  172,  176 

181,  184,  186,  195,  206,  216 
219,  222,  235,  238,  244 

British  government  343 

British  grenadiers  171,  186,  188 

British  sentinels  171,  181 

British  squadron  358 

Brittain,  Asa  246 

Britton,  Curtis  G  691,  692 

Frederick  F  510 

Elizabeth  632 

George  H  510 

John  L  520,  732 

Broad  brook  89 

Brock,  Charles  E  510 

Bromley,  Joshua  R  489 

Brookfield,  Mass  23,  32,  39,  51 

Brookline,  N.  H  14 

Brooks,  Alwich  696 

Charies  696 

WilKam  H  466,  541,  704,  705 

WilHam  S  427 

Brown,  Abijah  175 

Ammi  300 

Annie  J  688 

Boardwin  5 10 

Charies  H  510 

Ephraim  74,  76 

George  397,  414 

John  162,  191,  568 

John  R  499 

Joseph. ..154,  163,  236,  238,  244 
276,  281,  282,  294,  296,  311 
843,  423,  563,  588,  615 
Josiah  76,  219,  221 
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Brown,  Keziah  Day  (Mrs.). .4-23,  563 

Lucy  568 

Marshall  L  499 

Timothy  73,  111 

Brownson,  Harrv  4.64 

Bryant,  Calvin  R  524 

G.  J.  F  460 

Buchanan,  President  469,  576 

Bucktninster,  Dauphin  W...450,  459 
675,  684 

D.  W.  &  Co  449,  466 

Miles  S  675 

Bucknam,  Nathan  97,  107 

Budd's  Ferry  477 

Buell,  Jane  (Briggs)  576 

Buffum,  Caleb  T  675,  683 

706,  730 

Charles  C  687,  706 

C.  T.  &  G.  B  540 

George  B  692 

James  454,  673 

Joseph  364,  374,  569,  729 

Sally  (Haskell)  569 

Wilham  418 

&  Parker  449 

BtifiFum's  block  285,  693 

Bullard,  Asa  297 

Edwin  M  699 

John  50,  53,  70,  71,  107,  722 

&  Shedd  460 

Bullard's  Coffee  House  297,  298 

308,  339 

Bullard's  Island  51,  72,  552 

Bull  Run,  battle  of.. ..7,  8,  477,  485 
Bull  Run,  second  battle  of.. .478,  493 

Bundv,  Alvin  A  505 

Bunker  Hill,  battle  of  5,  173 

174,  177,  178,  180,  188,  192 
201,  256,  562,  563,  628,  631 
633,  639,  641,  646,  669 

Bunker's  hill  ISO,  181,  185,  186 

187,  190,  191,  195 
Burbank,  A.  J  724 

Franklin  510 

Master  303 

Burbeck,  Edward  192 

Burdett  chair  factory  685 

Burge,  John  21,  48 

Rev.  Mr  369 

Burgess,  Thomas  589 

Burgoyne,  Gen  219,  220,  224 

227,  230,  231,  258 

Burgoyne's  invasion  258 

Burial  districts  294,  299 

Burk,  Capt.  John  127,  130 

Burke,  Edmund  429 

Burlingame,  Anson  457 

Burnap,  George  709 

Josiah  413 

Burnell,  John  347 


Bumham,  Prank  K  661 

Burns,  Richard  354 

Patrick  510 

Thomas  510 

Burnside,  A.  E  8,  9,  477,  478 

494,  496 

Burnside's  corps  493 

Burnside's  expedition  7,  492,  502 

Burrill,  Ebenezer  15,  18,  20,  21 

Burrows,  George  H  549 

Burt,  Asahel  79 

James  88 

John  162 

Joseph  211,  267 

WiUiam  H  523,  729 

Burying-ground,  the  north  213 

Burying-place,  first. ...148,  287,  293 
307,  347,  440,  441 

Burying-place,  second  147,  704 

Burying  places. ..288,  299,  307,  347 
440,  441,  457,  692,  704 

Busby,  Robert  <  193 

Busiel,  Gov  698 

Business  college  700 

Buss,  Daniel  453,  541,  629 

675,  693 

&  Woodward  453,  629 

Butler,  Capt  239 

Harriet  623 

Harriet  (Locke)  623 

Jeremiah  88 

John  316 

John  (of  Winchester)  623 

Josiah  223 

Butterfield,  Capt  289 

Isaac  195 

Mr  613 

Shubael..350,  354,  357,  360,  590 
Button  steam  fire  engine  ...692,  470 

Bj'am,  Benjamin  VY  510 

Cadiz  103 

Cady,  Albe  310,  340,  352,  356 

369,  569,  570,  661,  672,  673 
674,  678,  679 

Albemarle  443,  522,  570 

Sarah  (Warner)  570 

Cahalane,  Daniel  C  706 

Calef,  Daniel  R  461,  685 

Califf,  Jonathan  481 

Wilham  W  481 

Call,  Mrs  116 

Silas  359 

Calvin,  John  303 

Cambridge  common  181 

Cambridge,  Mass  171,  172,  176 

180,  195,  633 

Cambridge,  N.  Y  227 

Camden,  N.  C,  battle  of.  7,  492 

Campbell,  Charles  499 

James  347,  522 
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Campbell,  Lewis  (582 

Mary  W  021 

Camp  Nelson  495 

Canada. ..31,  33,  34,  62,  68,  69,  71 
73,  77,  81,  83,  84,  80,  87,  90 
92,  93,  95,  118,  128,  133,  192 
208,  245 

Canadians  84,  89,  236,  249 

Canal  381,  382,  396 

Canandaigua  239 

Cannon,  the  "Walpole..344,  345,  346 

Canseau,  sloop  167 

Canterbury  29,  65,  75,  206,  560 

Capen,  Josiah  670 

Lemuel  369 

Capron,  J.  Foster  481 

Carey,  Arthur  236,  238 

Oilman  489 

Carleton,  Harvey  467 

Sir  Guy  251 

Carlin,  Thomas  P  522 

Carlisle,  Capt  266,  267 

David,  Jr  296 

Mr  725 

Carlton,  Kimball  226 

Carpenter,  Algernon  S  449,  542 

547,  571,  578,  688,  729 

Caleb  428,  473,  673,  675 

Daniel  A  359 

David  384,  441 

Ebenezer  154,  162,  174,  204 

207,  220,  249 

Eber  571 

Eliphalet  162,  204 

Elizabeth  (Greenwood)  571 

Ezra  110,  111,  112,  119,  129 

570,  571,  612,  645,  726 

George  645 

James  571 

Jedediah  161,  204 

John  711 

Judith  (Greene)  571 

Louis  683 

Mark  431 

Sumner  422,  673 

Carpenters  414,  466,  541 

Carr,  Clark  H  502 

Simon  705 

Carrigan,  Edward  P  704 

Philip  626 

Carroll,  George  Henry  510 

Joseph  A  517 

Philip  S  481 

Thomas  499,  520 

Carter,  Charles  366 

Col  356 

David  653 

Elijah  368,  403,  423 

J.  H  465 

Rufus  ,  693 


Carter,  .Solon  A. .465,  504,  510, 
536,  537,  547,  651,  676, 

Casey,  John  510, 

Cash  registers  

Cash  system,  overhead  

Cass,  Lewis  419,  420, 

Castle  street  

Castor,  Louis  

Louis  (Mrs.)  

Caswell,  Clark  R  

Mrs  

Catlin.  John  

Catsbaue  

Cattle,  marks  of.  

Causeway,  the  100, 

Cavendish,  Vt  85, 

Cawley,  George  

Cayuga  lake  

Cedar  Creek...  

Cedars,  the  

Cemetery,  Greenlawn  

Cemetery  hill  

Cemetery,  Woodland. .457,  539, 

Census  153,  160,  291, 

416,  428,  429,  433,  434, 
468,  535,  684,  693, 

Centennial  453,  454,  455, 

457, 

Central  park  

Central  square.. .306,  308,  401, 
451,  468,  470, 

Centre  schoolhouse  

Chamberlain,  John  C  

Levi  364,  398,  407, 

427,  435,  445,  446,  447, 
456,  457,  460,  467,  470, 
478,  502,  557,  571,  572, 
677, 

Levi  (Mrs.)  

Noel  Byron  

William  B  

WilHam  P  

W.  P.,  Company  

Chamberlin,  Moses  

Chambly  133, 

Champlain,  lake  34,  85 

Chancellorsville,  battle  of.  

Chandler,  Clark  N  

Col  

David  

George  H  

Henry  

John  

Joseph  

Lemuel  285,  286,  588, 

Major  

Matilda  588, 

Philemon  21,  39,  40,  63, 

Philemon,  Jr  

Samuel  17,  18,  20 


522 
729 
624 
G91 
691 
499 
338 
703 
703 
699 
541 
..96 
,..92 
164 
146 
133 
521 
,239 
509 
206 
,692 
..10 
682 
377 
450 
705 
456 
649 
,491 
432 
491 
.641 
.571 
417 
454 
471 
675 
729 
.415 
.505 
,467 
691 
,711 
...39 
251 
,  87 
488 
690 
..19 
..21 
497 


..21 

206 
589 
..17 
589 
107 
107 
,  21 


GENERAL  2XDEX. 


743 


Chandler,  Wilher  F  -,2-l 

William  i.S,  71'J 

William  B  .....r>24 

Cliandler  House  ..2;s5,  2s7 

291.  ;>u.s 

Chaniillv,  battle  of.  ...,...S,  4.'j4 

Chapclle,  Aix  La  95,  115 

Cliapiu.  Cliarles  A  5 It),  ilsO 

E.  H  ......4.57 

Elislifi  GGS 

Frank  Al  O'l.  7<!4 

Justus   r;,59 

Mnrj^nret  .......725 

Chapman,  Calvin  347,  440,  454 

Capt  71 

Danie!  VAI ,  i:>7"> 

Samuel  102,  205 

Chapman  £anii  iKK) 

Chapman's  cojrqsaT!  v  '..34o 

Charity  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M...o-Ui 

Charleniout   1.2i  j 

Charles  river  171 

Charleston,  S.  C  4G9 

Charlcstown,  ALass  171,  182 

1.S5,  02 1 

Charlestowi)  Neck  ISO.  Isi,  1S2 

is:?,  Ift7.  390 

Charlestowii,  N.  H....5(;,  05.  7S,  "^1 
117,  118,  119,  122,  127,  157 
200,  207.  2i!8,  232,  1 


21  il 
a  74 
.5,'5S 
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Charter,  city  526,  5.']2,  5,'>4, 

543.  081, 

Charter,  the  New  H.impshlrc..fH") 

402,  72 H 

Ch.-ise,  .AlesniKler  Kalston.....  37.'! 

Alfred  505 

Alice  (Corl>ett)  572 

Ann  57.'' 

Brewer  t*fe  I'oiid  K75 

Bri^.  Geu  2.S9 

Copt  340,  410 

Carlton  405 

Charles  45S.  049,  073,  075 

Charles  D  505 

Clara  0,4'.l 

Col  21!.  211) 

Dndley  5  /  2.  573 

Ira  E'  7i>2 

Ithamar  303,  373,  3.80,  4r)5 

548,  572,  587.  0:;s 

Ithamar  (Mrs.)  4',)0 

John  414 

Jonathan  038 

jose]5h  705 

Salmon  P  303,  500.  572-574 

Stephen  277,  311,  ;;51.  303,  384 
392,  410,  458 
&  Fairbanks  405 

Chase  fann  299 


Clia.se's  brigade.......  ,  

Cb.-ittanooq-a,  Tc-ini  

Chelmsford,  ?iTass  

Clieisea  

C  helming  railcv  

Cheney.  ClirUon  C   

Chesapeake  hav  

Chcslure  AdYcrti.^cr  291 . 

Cliesliire  Auricnltiira!  Society. ... 
3SS.  39S,  415,  447,  458. 

Chesliire  .Xthenaermi  

Chcsliire  bank  .')4-0.  381, 

525,  587.  591,  098, 

Chcsliire  Beef  Coriipaiiy....  

Cheshire  Chair  Coinjjanv...53>0, 
702, 

Cheshire  county. ..33,  157.  203, 

Chcsl»irc"  Cotuuy  bank  459, 

Chesliire  Coinily  ISiliic  Society.. 
Cheshire  County  Chri-siiaji 

ccminnssion  

Ciieshire  eonnty  lair  458, 

Cheshire  comity  fr»ir  grounds 
490, 

Cheshire  Count}-  Fish  and  Gasne 
League  

Cl'jcsltire  County  Ahisic;tl  Insti- 
tute 40>7, 

Cheshire  County  Alntua!  Fire 
i Hstirance  Co  420, 

Ciieshire  Coonty  Satred  AIusic 
Society-  .....408, 

Chesliire  County  Savin.gs  bank.. 

Cheshire  County  Soldiers'  Aid 
Societv  472, 

Ciieshire  County  Telephone 
Com|;.'it]y  0S.5, 

Cheshire  Comity  Teinjierance 
Socict}'  

Cheshire  ("irange.  No.  l.'M  

Cheshire  liall  , 

Cheshire  House.. lOo,  280,  303, 
423,  432,  40,4,  405,  51 0>, 
508,  087, 

Cheshire  Light  (.riiards  

Cheshire  Aliils  Corporation  

Cheshire  Xatiomd  liaiik  biiiklisig 
OSt)'; 

Cheshire  Provitlent  Institntion 

for  Savings  4l8, 

422.  4511,'  408,  535,  590, 
057, 

Cheshire  railroad  ..439,  440i, 

44.5,  .4ir.,  450,  5:!1,  042, 
085,  080,  088,  09.1,  092, 

Cheshire  i\ej(uljHcan...434,  407, 
577, 

Cheshire  Koval  Arch  Chapter 

No.  4..'  

Cheshire  tannery  


,.289 

,.7(n 
.021 

..170 

..238 

,.5(,'<.) 

.242 
725 

.378 
407 

.4f>8 
414 
7(,i0 

.090 
081 
704 
204 
*t7*> 

.378 


.473 
407 

089 

,698 

40,S 

421 

407 
.701 

473 

687 

,tU9 
,091 
.503 
308 
542 
093 
470 
404 
293 
0,98 

419 
051 
0>S8 
4Ai- 
084 
093 
542 


548 
707 
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CliChliiif  Tiiiinin;^  Cimi|):mv  (ISS 

Cliesbirc-  Tlico!f>^ii'.il  Insiitiitc 

4()s,  r>r,i 

Chesbirc  Inniiiilic  

Chester  11*7, 

Cliesterfield  14-.  ,'0,  Gw,  ',i2, 

232,  2(n,  2'Jl,  2W>,  371,  374 

Chest erfi eld  ac-adenn'  .H71 

Chcsterfidd  Li;,'!)!  Infantry  y^S 

Chesierfielc!  road  1  IT 

Chevalier  de  Loii.in'e''  S+ 

ChickainLiii;^a  510 

Children's  Wood  OUl,  TOO 

Chinese  laundrv  527 

Chii)]>c\va,  Ijuitle  of  ?,Ci() 

Chippew.'is  230 

Chittenden,  Gov  200,  208 

Choate,  Mr  17 

Christ  chnrcb  171 

Christian  Advent  Society  72.S 

Christiana,  cjneen  mother  0,'5," 

Christian  Endeavorers  707 

Christian  Freeman  4-08 

Christian  Inquirer  025 

Christian  Register  (>24- 

C)ironolo{;y,  City  OSl-711 

Church,  Charles.'.  20,  21 

Col  19 

John  L  500 

Jonathan  297 

Simeon  103 

Thomas  lO;'. 

Church  of  En<^]aijd....l07.  +02,  403 

Church  street   100 

Cillev,  Col  235,  230 

Cilley's  re.^iment  218,  221,  235 

Cincinnati.  Society  of.  040 

Cincinnati  &  Lafa_vettcrailroa<]..642 

Circulating  library  342,  725 

Circus  398 

Citizens'  annual  ball  446 

Citizens  National  bank  681,  G82 

Citizens'  stage  line  400 

Citv  hall. ...084,  085,  O'JS,  70<),  710 

City  Hotel  292,  340 

City  park  

City  Point,  Va  480, 

Ciapp,  William  M  

Claremont  232,  291, 

Clark,  Cephas.. ..102,  2o4,  211, 

Cliarles  L  500 

Daniel  503 

Ebenezer  112,  113,  135,  148 

149,  368,  071,  G73,  674,  070 

Gideon  073 

Henry  E  703 

Isaac. .43,  46,  51,  52,  53,  59,  103 
107,  108,  100,  113,  129,  147 
102,  204,  207,  585,  071 


.691 
517 
.522 

459 
214 


Jesse  14C),  151,  ir,;;,  204,  214 

210,  218,  249,  272,  27(^  2H1 
310,  007,  015 

John  (1)  420 

|ohn  (2)  073,  087 

John  F  714 

Jonas  102 

Lieut  30G 

Martin  \.  H  524,  713 

Milton  W  4S1 

Mr  42G 

Mrs  70,  722 

Stth  102 

Simeon. .148,  150,  151,  101,  210 
218,  211!,  232,  235,  237,  276 
284,  290,  588,  071,  072 

Simeon,  Jr  102,  204 

Thankful  013 

Thomas  193 

Unity  5SS 

William  15,  19,  30 

Clarke,  Ulltridf,'e  4GG 

William  N  539 

Clarke's  block. ...310,  084,  085,  710 

Clarke's  mill  brook  272 

Claves'  company,  Capt.  Elijah. ..218 

Clares,  Elijah...'.  239 

Cleary,  Cornelius  479,  481 

Clement,  Benjamin  F  500,  520 

Clesson,  Mathew  84 

Cleveland,  Grover  (Mrs.)  691 

President  697 

Clinton,  (Jen  186,  235 

Gov  259 

C]ipi)er  Machine  Works  092,  694 

Clock  296,  406,  688,  696 

Closson,  Nathan  193 

Clothier's  mills  310 

Clough,  Jeremiah  75 

Coal  strike  708,  709 

Coates,  Darwin  C  510 

Cobb.  Fred  W  4S1,  485 

Mary  568 

S  397 

Coburn,  Charles  S  547 

Cochran,  William  P.. .673,  674,  676 

Coflce  House  297 

Coffev,  Daniel  689 

Coffin,  Henry  222 

Nelson  P  715 

Colbun],  Andrew  ISO,  208,  230 

Eleazar  475,  505 

Cold  day  421.  538,  702 

Cold  Harbor,  Ijattle  of.  10,  480 

489,  498,  518 

Cold  river  124 

Cold  year  372 

Cole,  "Asa  686,  705 

Daniel  R  563 

D.  R.  &  F.  A  694 
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ColetMx,  Samson  ...128 

Coleman,  ]<ib  94 

Cole's  co!n|»an_v,  Cfn)t.  Jr-lin  220 

Collioun,  Srinniel  16r> 

CoHege  party  2.'S,  25'.' 

C olles t c r ,  O sgo o ri  ,  -IC^ 

Collins,  Jose[!li   .222 

Lieut.  Col  J-2T 

w.  L  n2-k  i".:> 

Colonial  Club  C>2!.' 

Cokmv,  Alfred  T..'clH7,  uT.'-r.Tti,  7:-!) 

Charles  K  Gs.'.  7ni 

Frances  M  41 1,  .'7  7 

Geor<^e  D  "7,"> 

Hannah  (daughter  of  John) ..."".''i 
Hannah  (dan^^hter  of  J.  IK). ...177 

llaiinali  {Ta\'lor)  ."7," 

Henrv  .'..448,  r>38,  o4.''>,  o7r. 

G87,  7;r;o 

Horatio  .504,  o3'j,  ,513 

547,  576,  G4<t.  GS1 .  723 

J.  D.  &  Co  44S,  570 

J.  I).  &  L.  J  4r,r>.  377 

T.  D.  &  Sons  72<i 

J.  D.  &  T  448,  576 

John. .163,  204,  272, 294, 574,  575 
John  (sou  of  Timothy). ..575,  (;;21 

John  E  576,  087,  7:](t 

Joshua  D  380,  411,  448 

454,  464,  469,  575,  570,  621 
693,  730 

Josiah  359,  369,  417.  421) 

438,  450,  454,  464,  4ii8,  560 
575,  .376.  ,59.5,  73u 

Josiah  D  576 

Josiah  T  699 

Josiah  T.  (Airs.)  589 

Lewis  J  577,  691,  694,  7.-U) 

Martha  574 

Mary  A  575 

Melatiah  575 

Melatiah  (Fisher)  575  : 

Omiond  E  577,  690,  007,  730 

Oscar  L  ...57  / 

Polly  575 

Sarah  577 

Sarah  (Dwinnell)  .575,  576 

Timothy  (1)..294,  311,  330,  423 

575,  576  : 
Timothy  (2)..44S,  535,  543,  549 
550,  575,  576,  730 

Colony  block  527,  535 

Colon)'  Chair  Co.  band,  L.  J. 

712,  713 

Colrain  -  126 

Colstcr,  Reuben  218 

Columbian  anuiTcrsary  6*.j5 

Columbian  Informer  295,  72.5 

Committee  of  Correspondence 

164.  165 


Comniittee  of  l!!S|>ectifin....l 69, 

Committee  of  Safety  164, 

170,  171,  17S,  201.  224, 
244, 

Cf>iTiniori,  the  172, 

Companj'  L,  First  Kew  Hamp- 
shire Vols.....  

Cfjuistock.  Dauphin  W  

C(>nam.  F./.ra...  

i'.-tnicla  

Concord,  Mass. ...22,  23,  2i'i,  51 
171,  256, 

Concord,  X.  H  6,  14, 

Concord  road  415, 

Ccmcrele  

Confederacy,  I ' ay tucke t  31 

Ci)!ifeder;ite  artn_v  

Congrcg.'itional  Church  and  So- 

cieiv.  First  401, 

404',  425,  464,  544,  545, 
il^'j,  696,  702,  703,  711, 
727, 

Congretr.ational  Chtirch,  Second.. 
545,  GS4.  6,86,  087,  692, 
698,  702,  70S,  710, 

C  ong  rega  ti  on  ;il  is  ts  .303 

401 

Congress....!  64,  166,  190 

Congress,  Continental  

171 

First  Provincial  

Second  I'rovinci,al  

Third  Pro\'incial  

Fourth  I*  r  o  v  i  n  c  i  a  1 
17;i, 

Congress,  Fifth.  I'roviiscial  

C  o ngress ,  P ror i  iid a  1  

Conissndangfj  

Conncctictit....  32,  63,  128, 

Connecticut  Courant  

Connecticut  riyer  14,  28 


198 
1  Ou 
231 
265 
451 

701 
466 
601 
601 
,  93 
556 
570 
532 
689 
.  32 
524 


377, 
006, 
343, 
.165, 
198, 


congress. 
Congress, 
Congress, 
Congress. 


402 
684 
724 
728 
544 
697 
727 
395 
707 
353 
1 69 
206 
165 
169 
178 


30, 

66, 


U,  32,  35,  56,  57,  59 


92,  99,  120.  125, 
136, 

Con nect icut  Ri yer  ra ilroad . .448, 
C<jnnecticut  troops. ...1 81 .  183, 

Connecticut  yallev  33,  34,  36 

65,  0.6.  67,  75,  77,  79,  80 
iS8,  89,  94,  95,  117,  119, 
130,  205,  208,  236, 

Constitution,  federal  

Continental     rm v  5,  173, 

243, 

Ccmtinentai  Journal  

Continental  money  2.33, 

210,  243,  240,  248.  249, 

Contoocook  C4,  6,5,  73 

Coiivcr.se,  Ca5(t  

Gr;tnvillc  S  

Lizzie  \l  


197 
197 
203 
..81 
176 
155 
,  29 
,  65 
133 
206 
692 
190 
,  5S 
,  86 
125 
245 
283 
238 
246 
282 
234 
250 
,  76 
434 
481 
.685 
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Coiivei-sc,  Nelson. .+r>0,  t'.JI ,  i'J'J,  ",(> 

Nelson  (Mrs.)..._  .">.-.(> 

Coiivicl..  osc.'qie  of.  r>27,  .'L',s,  ,">!".) 

Coiiwav,  Mass  2!) 

Co..K-,  ?;eor^;c  4(;i 

TiiDolliy  IJG 

C<Mikc.  A;ir()ii  HTT 

i;ciiaiah..403,4-34,  ■i'i'J,  009,  72(; 

Bciijainir!  590 

Ebenezer  103,  177,  I'Xi,  204 

21 G,  21S,  220 

Eliza  42;; 

losiah  P  44,  294,  578,  084 


]  County  commissioners  091 

I  Coiinl  V  road  .'>75 

Ctnirtl'ioiibc-  2S4,  301,  302,  307 

340,  .'iSS,  431,  444.  400 

Courts  157,  198,  203., 


Noaii  41.,  45,  25- 


3(»4.  3or 


3,07,  .309,  311,  339,  340,  349 
351.  307,  308,  378,  380,  408 
415.  423,  557,  505,  509,  577 
5SS,  072,  070,  078,  084,  729 

Nonh,  Jr  578 

Xoah  R..454,  520,  543.  578,  084 

Fhineas  340,  ,348,  350,  073 

J'hintas  (Kev.)  374 

Polly  (Mary)  578 

Sannic-1  28 548 

Silas  154,  102,  170,  19S,  2(t4 

215,  235,  237,  240,  672 

Cooke  din  531,  704,  705,  700 

Cooke  honse,  the  old  084 

CooHdge,  Calista  087 

Henry  391,  410,  417,  431 

571,  578.  073,  075,  077,  687 
Henry  O..08O,  084,  093,  OO.s,  711 

];i!ie  F  571,  578 

Coolidge  lot  709,  711 

Coolid'^c  p,irk  G9.3 

Cooper,  Albert  510 

John  I)....  .'.  480 

Sherman  491 

Sir  Astiey  053 

Coojters'  shops  307 

Coos  tribe  of  Indians  31 

Copp's  hill  171,  182 

Corbett,  [esse.. ..302,  370,  4,10,  414 
.531,  547 

John  21,  26,  27,  28,  41,  62 

Corbin,  Hliphalet  89 

Corcnado,  Carolina  0,35 

Corker,  Heriry  487 

Corkonians  444 

Corn  130,  341 

Cornish  158 

Corn  rnill  134 

Cornwallis,  Gen  224,  247 

Coroner  277 

Corrections,  additions  and..732-7,33> 

Cola,  Edward  700 

Coughlin  Sc  Hovey  090 

Couillard,  I'ierre  707 

Council  rt)oms  (»,S4 

Country  Club..  710 


Courts,  clerk  of.  .305, 


234, 
344, 
594, 


502 
293 
345 
GOO 


091,  729 

Court  street  100,  301 

Co.xc,  .Archdeacon  019 

Cragin,  A.  H  401 

Cnii^,',  Allen  A  481,  510,  081 

losc))h  vS  505 

Crandall,  Frank  018 

Creamer3-  707 

Crcsson,  Thomas  .51,  .81,  88 

Thomas,  Jr  81,  SO 

Crocker,  .\lyah  438,  445 

Oeorj^e  H  524 

Crosbv,  Capt  183 

Josiah  89 

Crtiss,  Charles  089 

Ch.arles  R  475,  522 

Edward  E  4SS 

Crossfield,  James  205,  300 

)ohn  230 

Kendall  414,  454,  57S,  579 

073,  G74 

Samuel  414 

Samuel  B  453 

Timothy  102,  192,  218 

William'  K  498,  500,  579 

&  Scott  542 

Crown,  Andrew  1  489,  520 

Crown  Point  08,  90,  92,  116 

118,  119,  123,  125,  128,  131 
132,  133,  200,  207 

Croydon,  X.  H  104,  050 

Critikshanks,  Capt  130 

Culpepper  Court  House  493 

Ciminiin<4s,  Charles  371,  727 

C.  &  Son  541 

Eliza  647 

liphraim  286 

)ohn  A  491,  493 

John  A  (Mrs.)  493 

Joseph  W  510 

Seneca  420 

Curfew  ...702 

Currency  525 

Curtin's  brigade  10 

Curtis,  George  \Y  457 

John  243 

Milan  H  700 

Cnshing,  J.  &  Co  GDI 

Thomas  15 

Cutler,  Thomas  237 

Cutter,  Charles  H  085,  686 

Thomas  205,  237 

Cutting,  Franklin  H  410 
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Cycle  path  TijO,  702  ' 

Cyclone  4-5S,  4(>4 

D i  n' ra  e n '  s  As socia ti  o  n  ..710 

Dalatid,  Tucker  r,'j'\ 

Dale,  Edward  39,  ~>0.  53,  107 

Hannah  <j7  ] 

Dak's  fordwaj-  VJU  ] 

Dana,  Nathaniel  3Sl,  4U7  I 

Danbury,  Conn  .......237  } 

Da ncing  school  .3f  t3 

Daniel,  Major  19 

Daniels,  Addiiiijton  'l''>'J,  '-Uia 

Charles  B...."  U::.  .ITa 

Ehenezer  5.'!,  Gl,  97,  in;:,  ln7 

.34.1.  377,  379 
Eleanor  (Chapman)  ,379 


.ir,2, 


.174..  4 1-4.. 
204,  21  ^. 


102 

n;3 

379 
379 


Jabez 
John, 
i'eter 

Reuben  l(-2 

Samuel  28,  37,  .33.  97 

2<,t4-,  249.  3(17 

Daniels'  hill  272,  29.3,  33,3 

Danvers,  Mass  G31 

Dark  day  243,  342,  GS3 

Darlinsj,  Daniel  OS.s,  G'.J3 

Hciiry  H  342,  Oy.s 

HenrV  M  139,  G^G 

John'O  4,sl 

f  Homer  521,  522,  542 

La  Forest  C  324 

Lewis  D  505 

Darrington,  John  3.37 

Dart,  Roarer  :  193 

Thomas  1  '.K' 

Dartmouth  Colieq;e  11,  155 

1.56,  173,  257,  259,  295, 
557,  5G1,  600,  633,  G54, 
G(;4, 

Dassance,  Jesse  173,  l93, 

Daughters  of  the  American  Rcy- 

'  oliJtion  299,  5SG,  GOs. 

704,  707, 

Davis,  Aaron  363,  394,  401. 

420,  432,  438,  452,  570, 
G17,  G,52, 

Alba  C  

Alfred  S  432 

Asa  W  .310 

Ellen  Rebecca  3,^0 

Francis  o-SO,  7H  * 

George  H  +.S7 

Isaac  211 

James  4-Sl 

John  L....  709 

Jonas  B  414 

Nathaniel  D  4,^1 

Oliver  O  4-- 7 

Ruth  319 

Samuel  2G6,  2G7,  209,  270 


35  G 
G57 
G69 
219 

699 
70,S 
41  4. 
3^0 
073 
.r.OS 


Davis,WilHnm  L..4GC,  549.  550,  707 
&  Wright  .541 

D;iw<-s,  Hannah.  625,  <;2G 

I-ucrcti,'!  409 

I'ay,  iJnthsheij.-i  ,"6,3,  501,",  ,3.S0 

Calvin  K  310 

i.>;inid  243,  347,  3r,;5,  302 

410,  3. SI 

Ll>cnc.t£T  .50,  53,  ,S1.  97,  103 

107,  111.  120,  122.  10,'',,  2i>4 
213,  214,  210,  27G,  ,347,  5<'.5 
5.S0.  5S1,  r,)2,  614 

i"J'<en<:zef,  Jr  iri2,  ,"S1 

Gcor<.;e  .\  3  lu 

Haniial-i  3.S1,  G14 

[ac.4)  1G2 

Jchiel  359 

'inhu  163,  204,  214,  220 

John,  Jr  162 

Keziah  503 

Kuth  5S0 

Stephen  173,  191,  193,  194 

i.'eaii,  Bra(5k*3'  .323 

Dcliorah..."  602 

lames  ir>2 

Lafayette  P  4GG 

Sanusel  H  602 

Dearborn,  llenrv  208,  23(»,  2;!3 

237,  247 

Josepli  20G 

Dearborn's  corps  243 

Debating  Clnb  414 

Debeiine,  Gen  78,  79 

DcHevoise,  Gabriel  697,  698 

I>ecade,  a  f^eaceful  3,71-394 

Declaration  of  Indeper^dencc  2u9 

Dedbam,  Mass  32,  33,  558 

Dec,  John  6S:5 

Patrick  705 

Ucep  Bottom,  .iction  at  4S'.i,  .309 

Deerfield,  :s!ass  22,  2.';,  28,  29 

33,  35,  38,  39,  42,  51,  OS,  70 
84,  85,  88,  93,  111,  131,  144 
155,  627 

Deerfield  river  32 

Deerfield,  South.  34 

IXlnge  enj;inc  couipaiiy  4.3G,  4G5 

542,  0^3,  699,  7!*4- 

Deliige  engine  hcmse  ,  6,84,  694 

Ikhige  No.  3  (fire  coniiiany)  43<.) 

Deraore,  Anthony  494,  500 

De  Neuville,  Ensign...,  'iO 

Denisoii,  John  A  701 

Dennie,  Josepli  725 

Deiuiy  &  Briggs  448 

I>ensmoor,  John  9.s 

Ruth  '  98 

Dentistrv  3.,3," 

Dentists'..... 3,73,  410,  434,  542,  729 
Uepartmetit  of  the  Gnlf.  .....509 
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WVI  1^1(1  i>  ."'24 

Dcrr.v  221 

Dcrn  field  (At.-nic))fsic-r)  1  7G 

DcwcY ,  A  flmir.'il  70;! 

Timi.ihv  193 

])iaTn.»u]  Al.itc-li  shop  703 

Dickinson,  Daniel  32-J- 

Elmer  F  r>22 

James  \V  522 

Nathaniel  i  9 

Oreii  704 

Rev,  Mr  3C9.  397 

Silns  310 

WiUiam  310,  351 

Ditkins'iii  fnrin  G42 

Dicksr.ii.  Joh!i....lG2,  204,  210,  27G 

I >i uonie,  rU'ta ve  475 

r>insmoor.  Aline  E.  (_Iarvis)..4-47.  ,".S4 

Elizai let h  ( Coch r.'i  ne;  5sl 

Frank  Fiske  5S4 

Geor<re  Keid  5K3 

Geor<,'e  K.  (Dr.)  .'IS,  522 

5fi4,  706 

Mar%-  B  5s4,  089 

y\&r'\  F5ovd  (Kei(l)..421,  5S2.  5f 


^  ■■-> 

Kol>ert 

 5.sl 

Robert 

 5  S3 

S,-imi?cl 

IV) 

307, 

30',t, 

341,  3.t-3 

34G, 

34^, 

349. 

.';5i. 

352,  354 

3(>-K 

371. 

37S, 

3S4,  3S5 

3'^7. 

41  i>.  414,  415.  416 

417. 

US. 

420, 

421. 

422.  423 

430, 

43i<, 

445. 

447, 

450. 5S1- 

617, 

(■■.72, 

b  4-, 

«)N3.  729 

San)i5ei 

 .|.0G 

Samuel 

Jr.  ( 



39',),  407 

4lo, 

414, 

415. 

418, 

■15-4,  457 

404, 

4C.S. 

470,  473. 

.503,  557 

5  S3, 

5S4, 

59S,  729 

Samuei 
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Samue!  (,->)  584 

White      Lvon  411 

William  .■..,.37<".,  410,  411,  414 

415,  429,  431,  434.  450,  433 
5S3.  5S4,  5GS.  730 

_  &  White  433 

Dinwidilie  Court  EIousc  4S9 

Dijihthcrin  52,  62,  692 

Diseases  492 

DistiliiisL'  233.  33S,  413,  577 

District  X.-..  10  686 

Dix,  Dr.  Jcmas  2S7 

Dodge,  Frc.l  517 

Fred  W  GS4 

Doviwdl,  Jnhn  500 

Do<;s  !  G93 

I»oiiahue,  Fat.rick  706 


Donnell}  ,  James  .541 

Doofivan,  I'ennis  704 

John  n  G84 

Doolitlle,  Benjaniit)  50,  84 

Col  195 

Joseph  S  511 

Lucius  C  534 

Dorchester  Heights  205 

Dorman,  Benjamin  585 

Eliiah  97 

Ephrairn....51,  53,  54,  69,  70,  97 
102,  103,  107,  lOS,  109,  110 
112,  113,  114,  129,  148,  1.50 
154,  ICG,  172,  173,  204,  216 
2,s2,  .551',  584,  .585.  G71,  G72 
677,  679,  721,  722 

Mary  585 

Dorman  house  307 

Dorr,  llctirv  435 

Heiirv  (Airs.)  407 

loseph  ....302,  307,  308.  309,  311 
338.  .^40,  .341,  ,-',91,  399,  401 
4'l-3,  4G0,  614,  641,  660 

Reiiecca  R  401,  406,  460 

Thomas  W  437 

Dort,  Eli  700 

Frank  G  700 

George  D  697 

George  G.  (Cr3pt.)..432,  4.34,  674 

George  G  691 

Obed  695 

Obed  G  466.  -491.  492,  493 

500,  637,  728 

Obed  G.  (Mrs.)  493 

Oi>ed  G..  son  of.  493 

O.  G.  &  Co  541 

&  Chandler  460.  541 

l.Jouglass.  Charles  H  691 

Samuel  E  494,  500 

Thomas  192 

Dousmaii.  John  B  407,  410.  430 

Dover  197 

Dow,  George  C  524 

Reuben..'.  189.  191 

Do  vie,  [ohn  W  695 

Draft  514,  515 

Drains  688,  690,  694,  695,  700 

Drake.  Capt  75 

William  S  511 

Draper,  Aima  Cwidow)  389 

Frank  ~  51S 

lohn  309,  373,  5,85,  586 

Jobn  A  673.  091 

Mary  585,  5S6 

Draper's  bake  bouse  307 

Drew.  Edward  V  703 

Tohn  206 

Thomas  C  378,  388 

Drewrv's  Blnft".  4S6 

Drolctte,  John  F  695 
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Drown, GeorgeP.. 400.541,  621.  710 

Dru,<;,!;ists  +GG,  541 

Drummer,  Cliarks  H..475,  -+.--7.  521 

John  A  4-^1,  >>9S 

XVillism  C  47'.',  i<\ 

Duhh"ii..l94,207,  221.  232,  235,  G53 

Dudley,  Col  Gl 

Henrv-  0  497 

William  15,  17.  19,  21 ,  24 

Duminer  92 

Dummcr,  Fort  29.  S,"-.  'iS 

Duminer,  William  35 

Dumping  grf>und  090 

Dunbftr,  .\sa  276.  27>,  2*1 

203,  545,  540.  58G,  5^7.  G72 
G77,  G78 

Catheriue  (Fisk)  5>7 

Charles  ,"''>7 

Cvuthia  5^-7 

EHiah....276,  297.  307,  340,  34S 
375.  378,  379,  39S,  41{),  430 
4Go.  4G5,  .540,  5S7.  591 ,  il.'lf- 
672,  G73.  674.  729 

Elijah  (Mrs.)  40G 

Oeor^e  Frederick  .5,^7 

John'  D  7uO 

Laura  Elizabeth  5s7 

Louisa  5^7 

:Marv  Ralston  430 

MarV  (Mrs.  Asn)  293,  5.'^G 

Polly  5^7 

Samwei  ,5.'-^r),  5s7 

Sophia  5S7 

Wilham  5^-7 

Dunbar  house  3ii7,  308.  555,  55G 

Dunbar  street  o>"-7.  <i94 

r)un!iam,  J.  (Capt.)  305 

Duulap.  Whitnev  4s2.  520 

Dunn,  Isaac  J  2.-2,  GS9 

Xoble  T  511 

Svbil  G21 

^  Salisbury  t>9{! 

Dunstable  (X.n.shnn)  I-}-.  29.  IIG 

1 19.  130,  221 

Dunton,  Asahci  710 

Duraiid.  Mr  S4S 

Durant.  Joshua  22G.  2+-t,  270 

570,  5S7.  5:>S,  592 

Snrah  '  042 

Duren,  Asa  411,  413,  4G7.  012 

John  A  4s9,  0^2 

Durrell.  Jesse  M  7!:'G.  709 

Dustin,  Samuci  C  4G7.  541 

Dutch  settlers  77,  142 

Dutton,  CTeorge  11  Oi 

S.  Fletcher  70G 

Ormond  410 

Dwiglit,  Xathaniel  !<'-■,  719 

Timothy  (President  of  Yak) 

300,  500  ■ 


r>',vight,  Timothy  1  S,  35,  36,  719 

D'.\  inei) ,  Ba rt holoniew  27G 

luuathan  204,  226,  284 

Thomas. .204,  22<i,  294,  300,  430 

1 )  H  V  i  1 !  n  e  1 1 ,  B  e  n  i  a  m  i  n  375 

Mary  Esies  575 

.\lary  (Mrs.)  3S4 

Sfirnb  .575 

f'Tcr.  Lewis  S.  I>  511 

Eagle  Hotel  2S4,  308.  341,  342 

379,  410,  423,  432,  465,  542 

Eame.s,  Aartjn  2,53.  270.  2:-«5 

30.^,  GO  7 

George  1!  700,  702 

Lutlicr  270,  277.  285.  2S9 

297,  30S,  545,  G07 

Sallie  Elixa  593 

Ear]ingt(>n  29 

Ea rth cj  'a ak c  3  7 3 ,  <.1 9 1- 

East  Beech  hi!!  272 

East  branch  IS,  45.  134.  135 

272,  552 

Fiaslburn.  Stisan  F  4G2,  OSO 

Eastmrtn,  Seth  644 

Willirun  4S2 

Eat(!n,  lames  *^9 

Orlc;o!s  S  482 

William  H  ,539,  092,  727 

Eclio  lalce  70,S 

Eddv.  lames  102.  173,  193,  205 

21 0.  218,  24G 

Eiigchill,  ]ohn  S9.  S)3 

Edsini,  Albert  A  524 

Ed wrs rds,  Ed%y;!rd  G75 

Isabella  590 

.Mary  (.Mrs.  Kimball)  589 

.Mary  (Mrs.  Elliot)  590,  591 

Mary  H.  (Mrs.  Ferry). ...G34,  093 

Key.  Mr  3G9 

Sarah  5^9 

Selovufni  G,s7 

TI;om«s  5^8 

Thomas  (Mrs.)  5S8 

Thomas  (Ur.)  2S6,  294,  303 

308,  311,  347.  428.  405.  588 
589.  GIO 

ThoniasCMrs.  Dr,)..399.  405.  589 

Tliomas  C  516,  518,  SOU 

ThfMritis  M  374,  ,375,  377,  37.8 

384.  3S7.  38S,  393,  400,  403 
404,  4*.>7,  409,  410,  411.  414 
415,  418,  421,  422.  429.  431 
432,  435.  430,.  438,  439.  440 
440,  4.50.  452.  453.  454,  457 
459,  400.  4G1,  4G7,  468,  4G9 
503,  527,  533,  538,  543,  580 
5,89,  590,  591.  ,598,  Gl  7,  023 
675^  077,  GSl,  729 

Thomas  M.  (Mrs.)  473.  590 

&  Harlow  .....541 
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lidwai  (Is's  l.ivcni  .'Uil-,  '!»I7 

Eells,  Jidwaid  C  litt,  7.'i2 

-  liij;liU-eiitb  N.  IT.  Vf.ls  517 

m-hlh  N.  H.  \  rWs  r.nii 

lacol.  ]i  <;'>.'^ 

Elder,  Cluirlts  I'.  ''.'-•l',  72.S 

Election  d.iv  l-'lfi 

:i-:!cftilc  llp:lits,  nrc  Ct^l) 

Hk-phaut.  l>.-ui)um's  Atherl  (iSS 

Elevi-Dlli  X.  H.  Vols.-.MK",,  +07,  r.(»7 
Ivlevtntli    I  nitecl  States  Infan- 
try :'>:>i,  :;go,  go.s 

ElexainkT.  1  Vacoti  2I- 

Elizabeth  City,  X.  C  7 

Elliot,  Andrew  .''.»() 

Arthur  N  r)()4- 

Citv  Hospital  n04..  r.Oo,  fi'iO 

607,  OOS,  GOO,  707,  70U,  7;-^0 

David  500 

Deborah  Maria  -"01,  G.S4- 

Einilv  Jane  501 

James  li.  4-r> I,  46.S.  501 ,  001,  73o 

laines  B  &  Co  ...44-8 

John  350,  ?,V>2,  354-,  3(U 

3()G,  aS5,  4-OG,  407.  415,  410 
422,  434.  437,  438,  450,  454 
408.  55S,  587,  500,  ,591,  053 
084,  730 

J.  B.  i<l-  Sons  G,s3 

John  H..407.  421,  428.  440,  4.54 
401,  408,  a.'U,  543.  5  )-8,  558 
501,  054.  004,  007,  720,  720 

John  cS;  Co  3.52.  307,  410,  500 

John  Whcclock  501 

William  H  587,  .500.  501 

&  Ri|)kv  400,  5«) 

Elliot  s  block  287,  527 

Elliot  schoolhoi!i;c......205,  0S8.  080 

000,  710 

Ellis,  Abijah  520 

Abner  50,  53,  97 

Archciaus  502 

Atwell  C  000 

Austin  A  703 

Benjamin  102.  173,  103,  2U4 

205,  2<.!8.  217,  245.  240,  250 
545,  559 

Benjamin.  ]r  102 

Bertrara..  ."    3,  4 

Brotlicrs  280,  GOl 

Caleb  102,  173,  103 

204,  210 

Capt  235,  238,  430 

Daniel  (1)  005 

Daniel  (2)  G07 

David  C  482 

i-Iisha  103,  205 

liiizabeth  ,S<)3 

Eugene  S  073,  092 

Ocfirgc  E  188 


I  Ellis,  Gideon. ..20,  07,  103,  107,  108 
114,  135.  103,  2(J4,  220,  232 
284,  300.  058,  071 

r,i(kfpn,Jr  102,  204,  214 

llenr\ ...  102,  205,  208,  214,  4.30 
502,  .503,  009 

John  88 

"john  E  407,  .505 

loseph  21,  43,  40,  40,  50,  51 

53,  02.  07,  10.3,  107,  111,  114 
129,  134,  135,  11-8,  157,  103 
204,  220 

lose])!),  Jr  102,  205 

Joshua...  102,  102,  207,  300,  430 

Jo,siah  1.52,  103,  205,  214 

240,  204 

Keziah  592,  009 

I^wis  518 

Lvnian  511 

^iillcl  277 

rvlilly  592 

Minot  505 

-Moses  452,  003 

Pamela  .592 

Briscilla  152 

Samuel  107,  592 

Samuel  P  592 

Sarah  058 

Sidney  C  281,  598 

Simeon  102,  205,  219 

T.  C  541 


Timothy 
173." 
204, 
232, 
240, 
203, 
287, 


178, 
212. 
233, 
25 1 , 
274, 
290, 


.157,  103.  100,  169 
102,  195,  197,  198 
215,  219,  220,  226 


234, 
252. 
275, 
373, 


23/, 
258, 
270, 
593, 


Timothy,  Jr... 103,  204, 


238.  245 
200,  202 
278,  284 
071,  072 
074,  076 
:ll,  214 
220,  249 

Timothy,  3d  102,  204 

Warren  R  505 

William  162,  109,  204,  214 

217,  218.  230,  245 

Ellis  farm  146 

Elmer,  llezekiah  80,  89 

Elms,  protection  of.  532 

Elm  street  095 

Embargo  347,  348,  367 

Emerald  Honse..223,  432,  433,  459 
460,  542 

Emerson,  Albert  A  482 

Dearborn  339 

Georjre  W.  487 

lohn'.  432 

L.  O  46S 

Ralph  Waldo  4.57 

Van  C  702 

E^mmettsbur",  Pa  478 
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Emory,  Lieut  

Endecott  rock  71 S, 

Endicott,  John  .J4. 

En^'laud  G2.  95.  115,  IGo, 

Eni,']ish  colonics  ,  02 

English,  the  C2.  S3,  S4,  S6 

104,  129, 

Enos,  Roger  

Enterprise,  the  

Eppiiig  

Epps,  Daniel  

Epsom  1 

Epwortli  Lcajnie  

Estahrook,  Aaron  G  502, 

Estev,  LTiuai}  H  

Est3",  Isaac  161,  20 1-,  214-, 

Stephen  

Etihersou,  Rev.  Mr  

Euers,  Samuel  

Evans,  Frank,  Jr  

Harriet  

John  

Nathaniel  411,  433,  438, 

Evening  s<:hoo]  339, 

Events^  1S74  to  1904  681- 

Ewers,  Robert  

Exemption  535. 

Exeter,  N.  H  G,  117.  109. 

179,  ISO,  190, 

Fabcrt,  Sieur  Diiplessis,.  89 

Fairbanks,  Asn  

Capt  266, 

John  

Madison  458,  534, 

Mr  

Nathan  21,  28.  30,  37.  53 

97, 

Nathaniel.....  81.  S9,  97, 

Fairbanks's  mills  

E'airbrother,  Luther.  

F""air  cajjtive,  the  (Mrs.  Caleb 

How)  

Fairfield,  Charles  H  096, 

Charles  H.  (Mrs.)  

Fairfield  dam  

Fairfield  reservoir  

Fair  Oaks  

Frdes,  Eliphalet  

Falkirk,  Scotland  

Fanchou,  Dr  

Fardovvuers  

Fare  to  Boston  

Farewell,  Frederick  A  

Farley,  William  

Farmer,  Daniel  

Farmers'  and  Alechanics'  Cluls... 

Farmer's  Aluseum  290,  434, 

Farmvillc,  charge  at  

Farnsworth,  David. ..40.  45,  40 

Ebeuezer  1 18 
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343  ! 
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I'arrisworth,  Ste]ihcii  ''9 

Faninin,  Henry  A  494,  497.  5(>0 

Fiifjj  nm"s  roil!  ('>'.)€< 

F.'irrar,  T.cL.sev  {V,vii\\v.)  504 

Daniel  W..'.  504 

Edward  449.  454.  407,  548 

594,  67(1,  G.S2,  'Vjij,  71,".) 

Master  295 

Prof.  381 

ke-.  Mr  232 

Farwcii,  .\rteinas  476 

Miles  522 

f-ast  213,  225,  305 

Faulkner,  Charles  S...450.  454,  468 
543.  595,  676.  683.  730 
Charles  S.  (Airs)... 443,,  405,  595 

Elizabeth  [ones  595 

Francis...,'  309,  400,  438,  575 

594,  595,  730 

F>ancis  A  454,  457,  465.  5.-US 

595,  59G,  008,  056,  075,  077 
0S3,  729 

Francis  C  706,  709,  729 

Frederic  A  094,  095 

Herbert  K  443 

Willia  113  F rcdcrie  5P.5 

&  Colony  413,  429,  432,  595 

tV    Colony  Maniifactiiriug 

Conip.-mV  091,  699,  705 

Faulkner  &  Colonv's  n3ins..369,  393 
429,  531,  507,  575,  021 

Far,  ].  A  452,  580,  617 

j.  A.  &  Co  452,  468.  o.so 

J.  A.  &  Egan  Co  452,  617 

Oscar  H...  700 

Federalist  papers  361 

Federalists  355 

Federal  Row  284,  291,  292,  296 

297,  3(*8,  309 

Fellows,  Enoch  0  504 

Lncian  I!  505 

Truman  S  505 

Felton,  S.  M  445 

Female  Cent  Society  3(9 

Female  Charitable  Society  379 

Female  Scmiuarv  3()5 

Ferrv  brook  72,  272,  552 

Ferry,  .Mark  21,  51,  52,  02,  72 

Ferrv  meadow  72 

Fessendcu,  Kcv.  Mr  232,  2S7 

William  100 

Field,  Cvnis  r,i2 

David  Dndlcy  612 

Frank  F  693 

Seth  123,  138 

Thankful  612 

Thomas  2()5,  211,  214.  253 

27G,  277.  284,  307,  308 

Fife,  fohn  392 

Fifield.  Edwin  F  518 
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FifUciitli  N.  il.  Vols........  ",1  ^ 

FifU'crUh  rf^iiiicDt  (jiiilili.-i)  l'.i."> 

Fiaii  bri^'adc  4.,-() 

Fiftli  Imrial  distrit.!  2'.»'.t 

Filth  K.  H.  Vols. .471),  -J-SG,  1SS-1<)() 
r.17,  (i+S 

Financi.'il  crisis  4-27.  42S 

Fire  al.'inn,  uiechaiiical  G83 

I'irc  al.'irm  iclet;ra):ilj..6S8,  (>s9,  7(),S 

Fire  dcparliricjit  4r)S,  4-(>."),  ri42 

(;s4,  713 

Fire  cn^ne  34S,  385,  442.  r.31 

703,  704 

Fire  engine  companies  414,  453 

4-56,  542 

Fire  cnpnccrs  453,  4G5,  542 

Fire  escapes  71 1 

I'lrc  I'ciicililes  385,  414 

i'^ireniaii's  Relief  Association  69 1 

{'ircineii's  memorial  "nS,  7(>U 

Firemen's  muster  4,59,  5'Ui,  531 

Fires  102,  385,  420,  442,  453 

458,  450,  502,  527,  532,  534 
5GG,  G83,  087,  091,  695 

098,  701,  702,  703,  7<>t,  70G 
707,  708,  709,  710,  722 

Fire  wards  29(),  372 

Fireworks  713,  710 

First  brigade  9,  10,  504 

First  burial  district  299 

First  Heavy  Artillerj'  519 

First  New  England  (Rhode  Is- 
land) Voiunteei  C.'ivairy...5  1  7 
First  New  Hanii)s!iire  re^^inent 

(Rev.  war)  177,  179 

First  New  Hampsliire  \'ohijjtecr 

Cavahv  .....517,  518 

First  X.H.  Vols  471,  474-470 

477,  485,  488,  648 
First  rcg-injcnt  {war  of  1 81 2).... 3.5 S 

Fish  li.-itcliing  station  G93 

Fish,  Nathan  3G3 

i'isher,  Aaron  97 

Iehaliod..n7.  148,  150,  153,  159 
103,  2<)4,  232,  237,  245,  249 
2.)0,  252,  277,  287,  309,  348 
574,  586,  647,  G77,  079 

laiicz  1G2,  233,  258 

lolm  B  701 

Josi.nh  21,  22,  23,  24,  25 

28,  37,  41,  42.  43,  47,  49,  50 
52,  .53,  59,  60,  61,  67,  97,  98, 
720,  721 

Tosiah  Jr  37 

Joseph  27,  28,  30,  50.  51.  52 

53,  61.  97,  107 

Melatiah  574 

Pembroke  G7.5 

Samuel  53,  97.  107 

Sarah  Blake...,  504 


I  Fisher,  Thomas  219,  421,  504 

I'isher  brook  300,  552 

Fisher's  hill  509 

Fisk,  Nat  356,  358 

.Sewell  A  489 

i  Fiske,  Annie  (Wilson)  606,  007 

I      Catherine. .70,  3(;5,  4-00,  427,  428 
455,  567,  590,  645,  657,  721- 

Franeis  S  443.  451,  453 

454,  476,  477,  482,  598,  667 
!  675,  728 

Julia  Anne  584,  598 

\      'Marx  U  590,  598 

Phineas  404,  407,  431,  434 

438,  584,  590,  598,  729 

Phineas  (Mrs.)  407,  598 

Phineas  S  598 

Sanniel  W  598 

William  A  487 

&  Co.,  Phineas  301.  373,  380 

Fiske's  school.  Miss  414.  416 

427,  623,  645 

Fiskin,  Peter  162 

Fitch,  Caleb  250 

Fitchbnrg  531 

Fitchbnrp:  fire  engine  companj'.-.SSl 

Fitchl)tirg  Fnsilecrs  437 

Fitchbnrg,   Kecne  &  Connccti- 

j  cm  River  railroad  439 

:  Fitchbnrg,  Mass  640 

'  Fitchbnrg  railroad  440,  446 

693,  704 

'  Fitzwilliam  104.  180,  221,  232 

i  Fitzwilliam  artillery  450 

Fitzwilliam  turnpike  339 

:  Flagg,  Henrv  C  494,  500 

Fletcher,  Arad  696 

Ehenezcr  89.  217 

John  193 

Samnel  193 

Timothy  SS 

Flint,  Henrv  494,  500 

John  .".  123 

Flood.  Benjamin  222 

Samuel  21 

Floral  hall  467 

Florida  486,  487 

Flour  393 

Flvnn,  Martin  505 

Folev.  Michael  683 

Folsbm.  Nathaniel  178,  179,  180 

191,  194,  195,  212 

Foot  cotnpaiiv  161 

Forbes,  David  305,  307,  308 

G72,  674 

Gen  130,  132 

Force,  Ebenezer  43,  44,  50,  51 

52,  53,  GO,  62,  63,  107 

I-'orestcrs  of  America  713 

Forest  Tree  Society  451 
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Fort  : 

No.  1  (Chesterfield)  r,i 

No.  2  (Westmort'laiid)  .,  05 

No.  3  (Great  Fails)  (Wni- 

poic)  n.".  9'j 

No.  4  {Cljnrlcstou-iA...C.".  O-j,  (>K 

C9,  73,  74.  75,  7(j,  "7,  T;*.  M 
84,  S5,  87.  ^i-,  ^L^  UO.  yl.  {>4 
1)6,  9:),  n.^.  1.20,  123.  125 
128,  129,  131,  132,  133,  xA-l 

Fo rt ,  Amlier.st  sJ5 

I'ort  Brid£;n)an  fi5.  74-,  12C> 

Port,  C«'! iiterlmrv  05 

Fort  Constitution  519 

Fort,  C ot!  t o ocoo k  r,  5 

Fo  rt ,  Deerf]  el  d  29 

Fort  L'onnelsoji,  victory  r,i  5(^2 

Fort  Diunnier  29.  35.  (;3,  64,  (>5 

GO,  73,  75,  77,  Su,  8';.  88.  89 
90,  01.  02,  93.  94,  9<,.  117 
lis,  120,  ■],;-,  141 

Fort  Diujiiesiie  119.  122.  130 

Fort  lid  ward  120,  12S 

Fort  Erie.  atLack  on  3fl<> 

Fort  Fisher  480 

Fort.  Hadlev  29 

Fort  Ildl....!  10 

Fort  Jlenrv,  victory  at  502 

Fort.  liinsdcirs.....". ...C-i,  ti5.  89,  92 
123,  128 

Fort,  Hopk inton  05 

Fort  house  242 

Fort  IiidependciJce  208 

Fort  ill  Kecne  49,  53.  5!-.      .  7i> 

71,  72,  79,  102,  108.  109.  119 
F'ort  Alassacliiisetts,.73.  7C,  81, 

Fort,  Merritiiac  C>5 

Fort,  Nortliainpton  29 

Fort,  Northfidd  29,  SO 

Fort,  Fenacook  (l>osca\>-eii)  65 

Fortress  Alojiroe..  478 

Fort,  Sartwell's  r)5 

Fort  Sedgwick  10.  499 

Fort  Sbrtttuck  i;5,  77 

Fort  Sliirler  91 

Fort.  Springfield  29 

Fort  Steadnian,  recaptisre  of.. ...517 

Fort  Sumter  409 

F()rt,  Siiiicook  0,5 

Fort  Wagner,  siege  of  48!> 

Fort,  Walpole  87 

Fort  William  ;nid  Mnrj-  107 

Fort  William  Ucnry  128 

Fortv-eifjhtb  PeHnsvlvania  \"oIs..493 

Foskett,'  Liberty  W'.  524 

Foss,  licnjfimiu  H  489 

Foster.  AbijaL  281,  282,  310 

311,  350.  351.  .384,  380.  428 
578,  598 


Foster,  Aliiinli,  Jr.. 
AJviii  C  


!      Amos  21, 

3,  97, 

10.3 

1          liJ7,  109^ 

140, 

14  7 

.  149, 

59.S 

-A  rtciriisi.'i  

.■128 

A.  R.  &  H.  S 

.541 

i      T'enjamiii  F,. 
1  Brotiiers  

.680 
.687 

i      David...4r>,  4" 

50, 

57.  51 

{          103,  107, 

199, 

112, 

113 

;           114,  129, 

134. 

148, 

150 

I          103,  204, 

21 '} 

2  70 

071 

If  ,2 

,599 

.075, 

(>9'^ 
7{»0 

,0  In!..  359,  441.  444 

Jusepii  <\:  Knliraini  -I--19.  541 

Josiah  121.  127 

Lydia  ..042 

bAary  (horn  Dorronu)..  598 

Mose,s  94 

Xaf>i>y  598 

Kciiccca  ,  599 

Willifim  L  411,  447,  450 

Fiistcr  farm  14  7 

Fosters       Felt  449 

Fourtet-ntii  X.  H.  Vok  ,5*i4.  50,8 

5i>9,  514.  Oi.8 
'r  Oil rteentli  regimen i  { Kt  v.  w a r) . .  1  90 

lOmrlb  l>iiriai  district  299 

Fouriii  X.  H.  Vols  300.  480,  487 

i'tiurtli  Fnited  States  Infhntrv 

351,  357 

Fowle,  Alary  070 

Fowler.  Etiijene  A  522 

IM.'iiiufactariug   C  oit!  p  n  i\  v  , 

Frank  T.  '....099 

Fox,  Catherine  5S4 

Cbarles  J  584 

E.  A  585 

George  D  5or> 

Foxeroft,  Francis  1.5 

France  02,  95,  104,  115 

Frankfort  4*95 

I'raHkliil  iire-frauies  421 

Franklin,  X.  IT  29,  120 

Fraukliii,  No.  2  (lire  cf)iiif);uiy)..450 

Frazer,  Geii  221 

Frederickslnirt;,  battle  of  8,  478 

488,  494,  504,  508,  (548 

Free  Fellows"  Society  4(),S 

Freeman,  Alexander  11  4(!0 

James  II  433> 

F  reeni  aso  us  .545-548 

Freemasons'  Ilall  2-89 
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Free  text  Ixiolts  002 

Prciglit  3.10 

FrciKlit  boats  3S2,  3S3 

Frei!,'bt  wreck  R9'.» 

Frcijcli  ami  liulian  war,  the  old 

58-95,  148,  723 
French    and    Indian  war,  the 

last  115-135,  207 

French,  Francis  090 

Henry  F  637 

Jason  54-9 

Jason  &  William  4-4-9 

John  107,  108,  671 

loiiah  103,  108,  671 

"jonathan  89,  107 

losiah  122 

Jotham  A  467,  6S1,  702 

J.  X;  F  407,  541 

Nathaniel  ......277 

Olin  L.,  &  Co  542 

Silas  162,  17S,  193,  204 

211,  219 

Stephen  H  514 

Stephen  S.;  506 

Stilhnan  434 

Theodore  J. ...465,  466,  547,  087 

Wliitcoinl)  414,  434 

William  256,  466 

&  Sawyer  541 

French  fu.sil  221 

French,  the.. .02,  63,  06,  OS,  09.  70 
78,  79,  82,  85,  93,  9-5,  119 
128,  131,  142 

Freshet  52,  364,  374,  387,  404 

086,  697,  700,  704 
Frien<lship    Rehekah  Degree 

Lodge,  No.  G  550 

Frink,  Abigail  599 

Calvin   200,  599.  GG9 

i'oUv  599 

Thomas  146,  14S,  149 

150,  154,  15S,  1G3,  204,  215 
220,  231,  2S1,  588,  599,  600 
671,  676 

Willard  599 

Frog  pond  701 

Frogs  692 

Frost,  Cvrus  547,  090 

E.  H..".  408 

John  89 

Joseph  3CS,  379 

Loring  C  073 

Frost,  deep  711 

Frye.  Col  593 

Fuller,  G.  F.  &  A.  1  099 

James  G02 

John  11  359.  417,  418,  422 

429,  431.  439,  447.  448,  454 
601,  073,  730 
Joshua  193,  229 


Fuller,  Lucy  602 

Ouincy  002 

Reuben  602 

Sophia  602 

Furlough  495,  508 

Gaffield,  Benjamin  120 

Gage,  (k-n  171,  189 

William  500 

Gale,  Nathan  218 

Gahssoniere,  Gov. ..85,  86.  89,  90,  94 

Gallagher,  Francis  511 

GalHnger,  Jacob  H  467 

Gannett,  Rev.  Mr  391 

Gaol,  countv  275 

Gaoler  '.  253 

Gardner  531 

Gardner,  Major  509 

Garfield,  James  A  537,  538 

,    William  A  519 

Garrotj',  John  500 

(^ates,  Horace  G  524 

Horatio  208,  211 

Rufiis  675 

Samuel  0  674,  075 

Gay,  Abigail  568 

General  ilouadnock  Society'  for 

the  Promotion  <3f  Morals.. .368 

Genesee  valley  239 

Georgia  509 

Gerould,  Deborah  602 

Samuel  A  381,  393,  403 

422,  42,"j,  433,  583,  534,  543 
602-604,  690 

Samuel  A.,  Jr  3'J3  ,  4-45,  454 

'  002,  702 

S.  .\.  &  J.  H  393 

S.  A.  &  Son.. .400,  466,  468,  602 

Geronld's  bk>ck  711 

Gerrish,  Col  186,  187 

Gettysburg,  battle  of.. 479,  488,  516 

Gibbs,  Jacob  107 

Gibson,  Charles  W  692 

Giffin,  Allen  670,  690 

Charles  700,  706 

GiiSn's  mills  567,  708 

Gilbert,  Charles  N  482 

Elizabeth  049 

George  II  674 

Leranel  438 

Samuel  650 

Gilbo,  Josephine  709 

William  709 

Giles,  Benjamin  203,  237,  265 

206,  268 

Gillett,  Orvitle  H  400,  541 

Gilman,  David  212 

Israel  ISO 

john  Taylor...340,  355,  358,  361 

Nicholas  179,  213,  288 

Roi)ert  205 
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Giluiore,  Charles  G  511 

Edward  R  4m.  541.  09 1 

George  H  oOC) 

Gov  470 

P.  S  45  + 

Robert  154,  1G3,  223,  2::;T 

Gilson,  Edward  521 

GilstiiB  (I'.oyle)  101,  105,  193 

l'J-1-,  195,  G50 

Glass  factorv  .34..-^,  392,  432 

4-4S,  449,  459,  576,  631-,  01.3 
G45,  H53 

Cleasoii,  Aaron  R  482,  5GS.  711 

Orrin  S  541 

Gleljc  107,  327,  463 

Glen  Ellen  552 

Gliddcn,  Nathan  35S 

Glue  factorv  530 

Goddard,  Edward  2i),  21 

E.  (drugiiist)  40G 

G.  A  4GG  I 

Justice  22 

Rev.  Mr  232 

Godfrey,  Alhert-454,  4G9.  GTS,  725  ! 
Goffe,  John  ....G7,  94,  117,  128.  130 
132,  133,  155,  220 

GofTstown  1  74  ; 

Gold  525.  G9S  \ 

Goldborough  4H0  ; 

Goldthwaite,  Benjamin  555,  625  i 

Martha  G14  ; 

Goiiger|ua  30  \ 

Gonitigow  31  \ 

Goodale,  Thomas  84  \ 

&  Homer  2SG,  302  | 

Goodhne,  Elizabeth  G53  [ 

Georpe  &  Co  541  ; 

Harriet  A  572  : 

Josiah  415, 


Goodnow,  Henry 


.363,  392,  410 
G73,  G75 

Horace  L  G93 

Levi  250 

Lucius  404 

Widow  307 

William  163,  204,  214 

&  Whitcomb  69G 

Goodnow's  tavern  279 

Good  Roads  Association  700 

Goodwin,  Charles  L  524 

Got  472,  477,  6GG 

Goodwin  Rifles  6 

Goose  pond  286,  310,  530,  5.33 

Goose  pond  brook  552 

Gordon,  William  304 

Gorges  and  Mason  718 

Gorman,  Michael.  476,  511 

Gospel  mission  728 

Gould,  George  W  524 

John  222 


Gonld,  Nathan.....  517 

Nathaniel  ,S4 

Simeon  704,  705 

Gould's  com]iany  192 

Gove,  Fred  II....!  GSG 

(j'-wen,  Dr  55.5 

George  M  511,  GSG 

(Trade  crossing  G90 

Grafton  county  ,31,  157 

Gramm.ir  scli(>ol  295,  800 

Grand  Armv  of  the  Republic 

537,  544,  551,  648,  084 
G94,  713 

Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. .545 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hamp- 
shire...! 545,  54G,  547 

Grand  .Monadnock  30,  35 

Grand  Monadnock  Hotel  392 

firaudy,  John,  Jr  2G4 

(irange  G91 

Granite  pavement  G92 

Grant,  Samne!  397 

Ulysses  S...9,  480,  494,  497.  499 
5o2,  504,  654 

Grant's  campaign  488,  495 

Grassiiopper  year  398 

Graves,  .\lmer  134 

Abraham  5G4 

.\saliel  SO,  89 

Elizabeth  v5G4 

Frank  B  511 

Joshua  134,  435 

Rebecca  578 

Wiil.-ird  R  524 

Grav,  Aaron  163,  177,  211,  214 

220,  300,  553 

Aaron.  Jr  162,  204,  214,  553 

Hugh  173.  193,  554 

Isaac  438 

Joseph  IGl,  177,  193,  205 

208,  554 

Wi]liam..l63,  177,  193,  205.  553 

Gray's  hill  177,  553 

Great  Britain  104,  165,  170,  197 

Great  Falls  (Walpok)  05,  S7 

Great  Meadows  65,  66,  67,  68 

75,  90,  117,  133 

(ircele,  Samuel  455 

Greeley  &  Wellington  542 

Green  (common)  172 

Green,  Jacob  466,  504,  50G 

John  238 

Joseph  62,  63 

Mr  725 

Simeon  88 

Greene,  Sarab  97,  107 

Greenfield,  Mass  29,  30,  126,  459 

Greenfield  &   Brattleboro  rail- 
road 440 

Greenlawn  cemeterv  692 
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Grccnlriwn  Ccmeifiv  Com])aiiy..r>S3 
Giwn  Monnt.-iii)  Ho>s..22f'>,  '2'>ri,  '27,C> 

(irfcii  niomitiiins  S7,  90,  133 

( ■>  rce  1 1  \s  n  ( )  1 1 ,  C  h  a  1 1  c-s  5 2 S 

l-liz;ili(th  570 

Gr.-icc  tr.T 

Tlidni.'is  570 

WilH.-ini  (Mrs.)  319 

Giciii;,  AVilli.-iin  (C.ipt.)  359 

William  (Lieut.  Col.)  220,  227 

Gre-'orv,  Frank  521 

Wiilifini  M  ■1-82 

Grev,  Robert  21 

Grirllev,  Col  181 

Griffin,  Alirabam  192,  20S 

Nrtt.liaii  5 

Sallv  Wri.tilit  5 

Saiiiuel  5,  3SS,  4-17 

Simon  G  .3-12,  47G.  4.82,  401 

492,  494,  490,  499,  500,  50. 


"'IT! 


723,  728 

Simon  G.  (Mrs.). ...022,  698,  721 

Griflin'.^  brijjfide  498,  499 

Griffins  st.'iff,  498 

Griffith,  Abraham  192,  208 

Ileurv  L  .524 

lames  D,'ivcrt]>ort  282 

)obij  282 

Joseph  E  51 S 

Grignfs,  lohn  163.  173,  193,  205 

217,  249.  613 

Grimes,  .Alexander  11  540.  705 

Bartholomew  204-,  554 

William  SI 

Grimes's  hill  553 

Grip,  epitlemit  694 

Grist  mill  .27,  28,  36,  79,  102 

113,  307,  309.  352 

Griswold,  Bishoji  405 

Francis  D  524 

Isaac  173,  193,  207,  220.  258 

264,  265,  266,  207,  274,  276 
290,  304,  306 

losepb  354 

Stephen  211,  240,  284,  300 

Grosvenor,  the  sljip  104 

Grosit,  Henrv  380 

liilki.'ih....'  120 

Jehoshaphat  311,  540 

Sanntcl  381 

Gronl  bouse  307 

Giiihl,  Abi:,'ail  97 

Benjainii!  50,  53.  60,  07,  100 

102,  107 

Dan  148,  154,  101.  169,  200 

204,  22o,  242,  246,  250,  253 
276,  672 

James  151 


5-:>'-?    532.  536.  537,  538,  548 
675.  676,  683,  i;99,  707  ! 


Guild,  jolin  21,  20,  242 

losepl)  20,  46,  50,  .53,  54 

61,  107 

Mr  113 

(>uiin,  S.Tmnel  91 

(iiirler,  Henjamiii  437 

Thomas  392 

Gurnsej-  Brolliers  &  Co  70,5 

Norris  G  099 

Gunisey  buildings  285,  690,  098 

Gusline,  Edward  405,  .547,  548 

675.  097.  701 
Iliibits  and  ch.aractcri.stics  of 

the  Indians  136-144 

H ;  1  d  a  r  a  \v  a  n  se  1 1  30 

Iladley,  Emorv  500 

Ethan  "  482 

WilHs  A  ...710 

Iladlev,  Mass  23,  28,  29,  .39,  51 

374,  577 

Hajjar,  George  096 

&.  Wliitcond)  449 

Haile,  William  459,  082 

Hriilstorm  364,  365,  095 

llaine.s,  Henrv  II  094 

Hale,  Catherine  036 

Dand  602 

EHphalct  451 

Enoch.... 190,  211,  219,  221,  236 
264,  265,  268,  652 

Geortje  Silsbee  4.55.  534,  604 

700,  706,  729 

Hannah  Emerson  ...602 

lohn  T  410 

Marc  \V  473 

Moses  H  3-1-1,  621 

Nathan  172,  180 

218,  221 

Richard  Walden  604,  706 

Robert  Sever  604,  706 

Sahna  98.  119,  3r,,-),  374,  375 

376.  37S,  381,  384,  387,  395 
396,  397,  399,  400,  -M)4,  407 
415,  417,  420,  421,  422,  428 
4.34,  435,  437,  439,  440,  441 
447,  454,  456,  002-604,  632 
675,  729 

Salma  (Mrs.)  406,  556,  etW- 

Saloma  (Whitnev)  604 

Samud  .'.  604 

Samuel  W  453,  461 

,541,  004.  005,  675,  683,  686 
694,  730 

Sarah  559 

Sarah  V^'mg  604 

Thomas.  &  Co  467 

William  S  605 

&  Kise  341,  309,  595,  621 

&  Sturtevant  684 

Halifax  128,  164 
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Hall,  A.iron  (Capt.)  ....G7.  130,  'Ai-C, 
347,  34-9.  350,  354.  302,  3>^T 
'«J-t,  -1-07,  -ifjs,  425,  i-^^',  44-0 
445,  45G,  r.05,  672,  075,  7.30 
Aaron  (Rev.)..231.  232,  243,  I'+r, 
250,  251.  283,  2S5,  2s7,  293 
295,  303,  307.  3(jy.  340,  SO.S 
369,  52G,  559,  G05,  f'iOO,  032 
641,  682,  720,  727 

Aaron,  Jr.,  (ilrs.)  4i')r> 

Abijali  251 

Bela  607 

Benjamin  148,  150,  151.  153 

154,  155,  157,  100,  101,  103 
165,  175,  177,  194,  205.  2.''.2 
240.  251,  252,  253,  274.  275 
276,  278,  281,  200,  311,  607 
60S,  628,  071,  072,  074,  07G 

Benjamin,  Jr  103.  (>07 

Benjamin  (of  Wrenthaui)  GOG 

Bettv  607 

David  605 

Dorothy  GOO,  007 

Edward  21 

Epliraim  217 

George  A  700 

Hannah  (Mrs.  Kev.  .Aaron) 

384,  406,  605 
Hannania]i....l78,  104.  270,  607 

James  ....207.  0*!7 

leremiah...21.  26,  27,  28,  3!-.,  37 
30.  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46 
47,  50,  52,  53,  59,  60,  61,  63 
80,  83,  88,  96,  97,  lOO,  li)2 
103,  107,  109,  110,  111,  112 
113,  565,  606,  607,  720 

Jeremiab,  Jr  53,  SI,  107 

i'M<\,  007 

Jesse  97,  161.  204.  214,  220 

251 ,  300 

Josi.ah  .007 

Julia  682 

-Mclatiah  607 

Kabby  005 

Nab!)3'  ,\nn  605 

Xatbanic]  103,  G07 

Oliver  .....5s8 

O.  P  400 

Sally  605,  632 

Samuel  81.  88,  97 

ICS,  161,  177,  194,  204.  210 
220,  284 

Samuel  E  ..7o4 

Sarah  (Mrs.  Rev.  Aaron). ,287,  6o5 

Sarah  (Mrs.  Renjaraii!)  606 

Scth  C  ".  700 

Timothv  362,  3,S5.  399,  403 

408, '417,  435,  454.  679,  730 

Timothv  (Mrs.)  406 

William"  G  609 


Hnll.Ziba  101.  210,  21S.  285 

303,  3<i5,  .'107.  30>,.  6h7 

A,  &  T  285,  302^  381,  384 

3;i2,  433,  434,  448,  540,  607 

HaiFs  heirs,  ik-iijaniin.,,..  107 

Mairs  house  (ijarsunagej.  251 

Hall's  r.T-ern,....  .241,  285 

Ham,  S.anmd  i\xZ 

Hambkt.  Horace  0f*2 

H  a  mil  ton .  (c(  .I.  >rc(l )  684 

Edwaril  40,8 

Jolui  A  4G4,  491,  493,  5<»0 

Ohadiab  ....103 

Hammond,  J oii.atban  1 1 1 

josc[»h.....'  175,  195,  219,  23.7 

L 1 1  c  lel  i  a  669,  670 

H  a  m  f)  rl e  ti ,  s t e.am e r  397 

I  f  a  ni  I  ).sh  i  re  coioi  t_v  42 

Hamjishirc  cfnmtj-  rc.ttimcnt  04 

H  .'11  n  I !  t  o  n  , ,  55 

H  a  ni  1 ,1 1  on ,  Gen  .3  5»  7 

Ha  mpton  Roads  343 

H;!.ucock's  corps  1»,  489,  497 

Hancock,  jolm  639 

William  ...97 

i      Winiield  S  9 

i  Hand.  A.  W  694,  699 

I  Handel  and  Haydn  Socict_v  467 

i  Hautlerson,  Abiijai]  608 

i      Atusc  Macot)  G<kS 

i      Caroline....  595,  008 

j      EUcn  ..608 

i      Esther  608 

'      Gideon...  608 

Hannali  Afaria  608,  610 

Harriet  Mead  608 

Hcnrv  C  471,  486,  487,  53,5 

i  "  60S,  681.  728 

i      Lvdia  M  0^1,  682 

.\iarY.  0.08 

!      Phineas  367,  376.  407.  417 

;  418,  421,  422,  428,  430,  435 

456.  591,  595,  608,  610,  656 
I  675,  729 

Handerson  hox3SC,  061 

'  Handy,  George  B...  489,  522 

,  Hanover  ...1 55 

Hanover  Court  House  518 

;  Hard  cider  and  log  calsin  cam- 
paign +3-1- 

Hardwick.  Wilhani  205,  207 

;  Hardy,  Silas... ...421,  467,  542,  704 

Tlioma.s  .371 

:  Harlow,  Jehiel  703 

■Harmon,  Frank  681 

;  Haraden,  Charles  A  504 

\  Harness  factorv..  691 

i  Harper,  Wililata  20G 

i  Harriman,  Col..  497 

\  Ilarring-ton,  Alvira  609 
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H.-iriiiiijlori,  Asripli  1.''.2.  M\i\,  GdO  ' 

Marv  000 

N.  n  457 

KcbtccM  flOli 

Snrali  1^0 

Steplieii  ;;70,  301,  410,  4-13 

4-1  f;,  4--J2,  (.00,  c,-:> 

Tiitiothy  103 

Timothv  (Rev.)  (Ui 

Harriiij^t oil's  t.-i veni  400 

llnrris,  Davi.l  ITS,  194,  205,  226 

G(,nlis  I)  705,  730 

I  a  son  G 

ThadcleiiB  W  GOG 

I'rsula  1  6 

ZijiporalT  oGo 

&  Wetlierliee  541 

Harnson,  William  IIciiry...o53,  434 
4-30,  GGG 

Hart,  Col  .....59S 

leiuima  GGG 

■Marv  598 

Nt'hemiah  GOO,  (HO,  G93 

Xcliemiali  (Mrs.)  GIO 

Hartford  136 

Hartranft,  Gen  10 

Hartranft's  division  400 

Hartvvcll,  William  H  506 

Harvard  colleg^e  175,  ISl,  343 

558,  GG4 

Harvard  College  Lottery  362 

Harvard  Law  school  633 

Harvard,  Mass  oS7 

Harvard  Medical  school  556 

Harvard  University  729 

Harvey,  Capt  "  26G,  267 

Hhenezer  222 

Ezra  205,  240,  204,  205 

James  G  524 

Harwood,  David  21 

Haskell,  Jatol.  411 

Svlvester  393,  411 

Haskells,  tlic  433 

Haslington,  Samuel  89 

Hastings,  Briij.  Gen  357 

Emery  511 

Georpe  E  506 

lolm  G  511 

Stewart  SOS,  675 

Hatch.  Daniel  D  347,  352,  625 

Frank  E  522 

lohn  3GG,  301,  399,  408,  410 

414,  42S,  432,  5S0,  GIO 

Thomas  E  469,  535,  548,  G08 

GIO,  676,  GS2,  606,  720 

&  Hall  347 

&  Johnson  541 

Hatch's  tavern  400 

Hatcher's  run,  engagement  at  10 

Hatfield,  Mass  23,  28,  51,  93 


Hatteras,  Cape  492 

Hatteras  Island  492 

Haverhill  99,  155,  206 

Haviland,  Gen  133 

Hawkins,  Knsh  C  209 

Hawks,  Al)i;^ail  627 

Ahi;;ail  (Wells)  627 

Elcazar  (I tea.)  610 

Eliezer  627 

[ohn  21,  23,  24,  25,  27 

73,  74,  76,  84,  85,  86.  87,  90 
126,  130,  132,  133,  142,  220 
GIO,  Gil,  627 

Judith  (Smcad)  610 

Hawks's  mountain  85 

Hawlev,  Blisha  668 

Haws,  Daniel  21,  40,  41,  43,  53 

97.  107,  627 

Daniel,  ]r  26 

Haves,  Emclia  M  605 

Joseph  R  521,  523,  732 

Miss  356 

Havmarkct  292,  297,  301,  309 

Havward,  Deborah  612 

Georse  0  612 

Huldah  612 

Lemuel  3,  556,  655,  703,  721 

Marv  Hills  612 

Molly  612 

.\athan  193 

Nathan  (son  of  Peter)  612 

Peter  81,  120,  580,  Gil,  612 

Peter  (Mrs)  612 

Peter  B  467,  612,  686,  730 

Rachel  612 

Ruth  612 

Sylvanns  612 

William  612 

Hazen,  Richard  56 

Hazen's  ref:;inient  236 

Head,  Gov.  iNatt  649 

Hcald,  Thomas  172,  211,  221 

Healv,  Daniel  K  511,  519,  542 

551,  676 

Heath  91 

Hcaton,  Ann  613 

David  359,  613 

David  (son  of  Samuel)  614 

Ge<jrge  S  4S2,  520 

Hnldah  613,  655 

Isaac  21,  22,  23 

James  64,  81 

Jonathan  161,  205,  207 

220,  613 

Luther  161,  613 

Maria  612 

Nancj'  614,  651 

Nathaniel  107,  612 

Oliver  391,  397,  398,  675 

I'oliy  614 
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Ileaton,  Samuel  81,  212,  311 

41  G.  G13.  G14 

Samiiel.  Jr  01  + 

Seth  (son  of  Srimuel)..  614- 

Scth....22,  23,  26,  27,  28,  :\{\.  H7 
38,  39,  40,  41.  43,  44,  46.  50 
51,  T>d,  54,  59.  71,  97,  107 
108.  114,  122,  135.  154.  155 
163,  204,  G12,  G13.  051,  (■.55 
671,  720 

Seth,  Jr  IGl,  205.  G13 

Susanna  G13 

William  81.  G13 

Hebard,  .\lfrecl  448 

&  Tiiden  418 

Hendricks,  Col  228 

Henniker  50 

Ilenr}-,  James,  Jr  52.3 

Jolin  89.  93 

Heon,  Jesse  500 

Herbert,  William  545 

Herrick,  Oss:ood  414 

Hcrsey,  Cbirrles  H  524,  GSS,  711 

Hcshbon  Societj-  40;i 

.Hessians  .".  227.  041 

Heustis,  William  E  489 

Hevwood.  .\mos  B  541,  70.3 

Samuel.. ..21,  22,  2G,  41.  46,  720 

William  265 

Hibbard,  Augustine.. .159,  227,  232 

Harrj-  004 

High  School  Cadets  (>s5 

Highway  commission  703,  711 

Hill.  Charles  H  511 

Dan  &  Earl  G94 

Eltenezer  53 

Gardner  C  413.  542,  705 

Horace  J  511 

Isaac  428 

Jabez  53,  97,  103,  107 

John  238 

Joseph  (1)  21,  25 

Joseph  (2)  21 

Rebecca  F.  H  542 

Saniuel  89 

Silas  W  .500 

William  88 

Hills  and  altitudes  553-554 

Hillsborough  5G,  99 

Hillsborough  county-  1 57 

Hills,  Chauricey  51-1 

Joseph  161 

Nathaniel  81.  .s9 

Samnel  81,  012 

Hilton  Head  4>s0,  509 

Hinds,  Abigail  038 

Hins^hani  Ill 

Hinsdale  29,  35,  ,39.  77,  92,  9S 

120,  125,  129 


'  Hinsdale,  Ebcnezer  ....29,  63.  64,  65 

118.  123 

;  Iliiisdeirs  fort  ..64,  65,  89,  92 

123.  128 

i  Hinsdell's  mills  75 

\  Histoirc  dc  la  Guerre  Civile  en 

1  Arnericjue  479 

\  History  of  Kccne  G97,  708.  723 

Historv   of  the  I'uittd  States. 

riaie's  396,  637 

Hitchcock,  Hannah  G05 

Julia  Ann  605 

Hoagg,  Benjamin  .89 

Hoar,  Daniel  21.  22,  23.  720 

Daniel,  Jr  22,  23 

Hoaton,  WiUiam  21,  26,  27 

Hobart  (or  Hubi)ard)  Col  226 

227,  228 

Hobart,  Peter  216 

Hobbs.  Capt  81,  89,  90,  91,  564 

Holison,  John  19,  20,  21 

Hodge,  Marv  663 

Hodgkiiis,  Bert  W  460 

George  M  612 

Willirim  H  4!^2 

Holbrook,  Adin..204,  211,  226,  272 
284,  286,  310,  338,  553,  614 

Adin  (Airs.)  581 

Adin,  Jr  614 

Chioc  614 

Clarinda  614 

Cornelia  614 

Daniel  H  5.33,  695 

E  465 

Fid  ward  H  715 

Elihn  347 

Elijid)  685 

Boos  403,  454.  614 

George  E  5.34 

G.  E.  &  Co  606 

Grocerv  Conipanv  696.  707 

G.  W.      G.  E.....'.  -540 

Hannah  389 

John  1  687 

Luther  661 

Samuel  P  479,  482 

William  P.  (Mrs.)  713,  715 

Holbrook-s  mill  272.  286 

IIoMcn,  I'.enjamin  593 

Jonathan'  AI  482 

HdlJriiige,  Jeliicl  194 

noli.-xnd,  Epliraim  379 

Prod  West  625 

J.  G  457 

Ilollis  14.  1,S9,  221 

Hvlman,  Alvan  ....394 

Ira  B  511 

Louisa  ..6.S4 

Glivcr  429,  431,  673 

llohnes,  Geoi'ge  523,  ,533,  675 
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Ilr.lints,  Lcmiu-I  UCi,  2''.0 

Lewis  C<'.^'> 

Lewis  w  <;;ti 

OlivtT  Wendell  ■\:ri 

ITolt,  Edward  V,  

Krilpli  1  o.-,2,  r.;t4. 

Ilohoii,  Liii.-ih  SO 

Hfiirv  4-.S2 

Ikiheit  0  (;i)5 

fames  89 

Obefl  M  5+7 

M'loie  fcir  Nurses,  Edward  fos- 

Hm  707,  710,  7.nO 

Ilook  ruid  Ladder  C--)it) jvmj-  7()S 

Hdoker,  Josej.il)  7,  4-77 

11  ooker's  comniavid  477 

Hooker's  division  478 

Ik'Of-er,  Frankiin  \A'  GS2 

II oos.nek  tnoiiHtri in  —  1 1'G 

Iloosack  river  7J-,  77 

Hoiit  steam  mills  nsi,  685 

llojildns,  George  E  ,  708 

Xoah  2'j2 

liopkinson.  iiidyc  G37 

Hopkinton'.'  T  5(>,  Go.  73,  206 

Tlciratirm  tou'er  G',»3 

Horse-sheds  28(!,  28>;,  307 

II  ort  c>;  i ,  Lieut   .2+4 

Ilosj'ital  Aid  Socieu'  711 

Has])jt;d  aiii  hiilance  ,  ,  700 

Hospital  fc;r  insane  4-.'!0 

}  1  os;] i t;i  1 ,  p n  va  le  <>So 

Hotels  closed  iVJl 

Hough,  Dan  351,  379.  380.  'XAl 

393,  075 

Hou,t;]iton.  Abel  i.sO,  520 

Ahiiah  ,  -11 7 

Adelbert  A...  511 

DaKiel  256 


George  E  

Israel  107.  1G3, 

213,  220,  253,  27G.  289, 
3:i5, 

Johti  161.  198,  204,  210, 

21a,  21G,  218,  2  k5,  200. 
278.  2S7,  28s.  374,  502, 

Jonathan  

Neheniirih  

House  lots.... 16,  19.  20.  23,  24 
43,  47,  48,  40,  51,  01, 

House,  the  first   455, 

Honstott,  J.  .\iigiistine  

How,  C.'iSeh  

Daniel,  J r  ,sO 

Israel....  21 

Joseph  

Xehemiah  

H (.sward,  .Ambrose  \V  

Austin  B  

Daniel  C  CS'J. 


4S<I 
205 
307 
338 
213 
276 
672 
2S9 
244 
,  41 
720 
5G3 
.511 
120 
,  03 
'>') 


..  /  o 
..67 
511 

5 1  9 

GOO 


H(>\^■ard,  I  lavid  iy:{ 

()eort^e  .\  511 

Joseidi  103 

-Marv  64  ^ 

Mr  122 

William  4sy 

Willi.'iin  H  517 

Howe,  Franklin  L  709 

Gen.  184,  ISG,  224 

Louis  684 

Lncins  T  482 

Moses  .M  250 

Tilly  17t>,  104,  219,  220,  220 

Howes,  Je;m  I'  700 

lohn  W  609 

Ilowlett.  Cornclins  421 

Davis  161,  204,  207.  219,  220 

23.3,  241,  24G,  254.  258,  274 
275,  271-,,  278,  284,  288,  290 
37:;,  562,  5GG.  655,  672 

.Marv  (Mrs.)  ,  390 

Hubbard,  David  193 

(;ov  437 

H.'i  ntiah  GG2 

He-nrv  (kuvver)  589 

Henry  E,....'.  506,  691 

Hezro  W  708 

Hiibbardston,  Mass  221 

Huhbert,  I'eter  IGl 

Hudson,  Heurv  N  465 

Hudson.  N.  H'  14,  221 

Hudson  river  30,  32,  50 

Hugh  de  Parens  Ci^minaviderv, 

K.  T...;  54S,  696,  697,  707 

Hull's  surrender  355 

ilnniphrcy,  Co!  120 

Einotjcne  700 

Johir.  466,  534,  536,  676 

689,  710 

johti  &  Co  541 

William  592 

Hum])hrey's  eompany  208 

Hmnphrey's  machine  shop  536 

Hunt.  Abitr.-iil  (Heilows)  641 

Hlisha  342 

Ferdinand  K  518,  521 

laines  205 

Sanuiel  234,  248,  260 

William  88 

Hunter,  Eli  G  549 

Elizabeth  (Wilson)  663 

Guv  063 

William  G  549 

Huntington,  George  439,  459 

Webster  P  G92 

Huntlev,  Brig.  Gen  349 

Nathan  194 

Huntress,  Bcrdia  C  715 

Hurd,  Cvnis  511 

UzzieL  290 
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Hurt],  Warrej]  H  4-82,  520 

Hurricnne...?,SJr,  GSO,  GliS,  TtJO,  702 

Uutchiiis,  Benjainiii  I).....  GsS 

David  4-t>6,  3+1 

Lieut  j-itT 

William  S  ,  454,  <T75 

llutchius's  compaD}-.  Cnpi  ilN 

Hutchinson,  Aaron  2t>'j 

Alec  2u;i 

Thomns  37.  721 

Hylnuf],  Joseph  J\I  C'dh 

Reubeu  702 

Impervious  Package  Com;i.niv, 

■  f>S7,  COf) 

Iinprisonment  for  debt  37-4 

Iiicandesceiu  electric  lights  701 

IiK]e])endci3CC  Day  209.  2.~.2 

304,  337.  340.  345.  340.  H.-.O 
.387,  397,  450,  459,  5;{0.  6.s2 
710,  712 

Indian  burying  place  1.30 

Indian  darn  14<i 

Indian  firej>!ace,s  140 

Indian  graves  130,  G.'Sfi 

Indians,  lia1>its  and  ch.-iracter- 

istics  of  the  13G-144 

Indian  legends  044 

Indian  raid  208 

Indian  relics  1 30 

Indians  29,  ?,<K  33,  35 

36,  54,  62,  04,  66,  07.  08,  00 
70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75.  70,  77 
78,  79,  SO,  Si,  82,  84,  So,  SO 
S7,  89,  90,  91.  92.  93,  95,  99  : 
102,  115,  110,  119,  120,  123 
122,  123,  127.  128.  129,  132 
133,  136-144,  205.  206,  219 
222,  227,  22S,  236,  238.  244 
249,  250,  251.  330,  353,  5!-,-}. 
639,  643,  6-44.  718,  720,  721 
722.  72:;  i 

Indians,  skeletons  of.  139,  OvSO 

Indian  trail  23,  90.  1.32 

Indian  village  138 

Indian  war  100,  102,  103,  104 

1  70,  ISO,  330  I 

Indicott's  tree  13  ' 

Indurated  Pajicr  Cosnpanv  <)96 

Ingalls,  Charles  413 

Ingersoll,  Allen  01 G 

>.ethiah  (Haskeli)  614 

Caroline  Haskell  615,  *'95 

Daniel  415,  614 

George  347,  614,  615 

George  (Mrs.)  406,  613 

George  G  891,  455,  615 

Harriet  (Parkhurst)  015 

Martha  (Goldthwaite)  015  j 

Ingersoll  fount.nin  ('lOS 

Ingersoll  house  563,  607  I 


'  Ingersoll  place  140 

Innkeepers  347,  432,  4:13,  43S 

405,  4<.".6,  542 

iiiPtrumenls  oi  mu.sic  .30r) 

Intemftcraijce  ,  377 

Invalid  curjs.s  520 

lijvalid.s'  home  539,  6^1,  730 

Irciaiid  ..104,  105 

Irish  ..444 

Ii'isli.  Henry  G  CAM) 

Horace  X  524 

Iron  bridges  0;~.3.  706 

lr<)-,(t7ois  .'12,  250 

Isle  .\u  Noix  1,33 

!  ves.  P>i:shop  .561 

Jnckson,  Andrew  3Gn,  404,  419 

(George  X  483 

Jockson,  captnre  of  ."x'14 

Jacksonville  486 

Jaflrcy  173,  233,  308 

558,  633 

jartrey,  George  152 

laffrev  riiie.';  450 

jail...;....  223,  242,  275.  276,  282 

2S3,  ,307.  374,  419,  527,  601 
687,  688 

Jairsaica  ])ond  aqueduct  297 

Jair;CS  island  4.S6 

J.'iquith,  Collins  H.....3N0,  403,  411- 

Jarvis,  Anne  Eliza  5^4 

Rnssdl  378 

\Vini,'«m  584 

Jefferson,  Thomas  340,  3'.t8 

Jenkijis,  Abrah.'im  426 

Leonard  3.57 

Jeiiks,  J.  Heiirv  ...511 

Jennings  6c  Perkins  413 

Jeniiison,  Elmore  W  709 

John  F  467 

Jerusalem  Lodge,  A.  I*.  &  .\.  M...546 

Jerusalem  plank-road  499 

Jewell,  lames  80,  b9 

Phny  425 

[ohnson,  Beulali  6.5S 

Captive  (.Miss)  142 

■Charles  263 

Charles  L  524 

Cvrene  464 

lulward  14,  718 

Gen  119,  120,  132,  602 

Gen.  (Confederate)  494 

495,  504 

Hcnrv  C  710 

Henrv  H  483 

ianies  SI,  118,  119.  144 

iames  (Mrs.)  118,  142 

lane  643 

Joel  S9 

J.  J  l-fiT 

John  Holland  299 
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Jtihiisuii,  Ioi)i;iin  31  3 

M  '.  fi-^ 

Mdnt.'il.lc  G20 

Moses  -'Si,  -'sr.,  'JUG,  2<M 

'M2,  307,  ;!n,  .".:'.s,  an,  4r>() 

r.77.  G!C>,  G17 

.S:  j\raiiii  -'sr.,  302,  33S 

Jolnison  frimily  142 

jobiiston,  Svdncy  E  511 

Jollv,  Isaac."  500 

Juscph  506,  520 

Jones,  Ashley  406,  674 

KartholoDiew  21 

Cliarles  A  700 

Daniel  260,  540,  587 

EHas  106 

Ephrnim  22,  24,  25,  550,  720 

Mary  5S0 

Sjlvestcr  51 1 

Jordan,  Gov  706 

[osliii,  Charles  E  618,  701 

David  017 

Edward  452,  459.  407,  533 

530,  538,  540,  543,  580,  017 
01 S,  675,  707,  730 

Edward  (Mrs.)  443 

•  Ehas  674,  005 

Gilnian  401 

Horace  476,  487 

Isabella  H..  ,  618 

Rebecca  (kichanlsoii)  017 

Sarah  E  618 

&  Fav  617 

&  Gav  540 

Joy,  Frank  E  092 

jovner,  William  3  94 

Jubilation  525,  520 

Juvenile  Libra rj'  408 

Juvenile  Soldiers'  Aid  Society  473 

Kavau,  James  487 

Kccnc  Academic  school  404 

Keene  Academv  425,  426,  427 

432,  501,  661,  6S2,  724 

Keene,  Benjamin  104,  455,  OlS- 

620,  723 

Charles  618 

Edmund  619 

Keene  Bicycle  Chib  689 

Keene  Board  of  Trade.. 690,  696,  708 

Keene  i'.ook  Societ}-  407 

Keene  Bookstore.. 302,  3S1,  393 

Keene  F.rass  Band  083,  084 

Keene  Chair  Com])any  541,  GS4 

Keene  Chapter,  No.  l",  S.  A.  K...710 

Keene.  charter  of.  104^108 

Keene  Chorus  Clu!.i....707,  708,  715 

Keene  Circulating  Library  408 

Keene  Comraanderv  No.  90,  U. 

0.  G.  C  GS4,  714 

Keene  Commercial  Chib  70S 


Keene  company  (Kev.  war)  

235,  238, 

Keene  Conj^rcj^ational  Society, 

(Unitarian)  3S0,  391, 

401,  40(>,  423,  037,  049, 
082,  092,  094,  705, 

Keene  Daily  Tribune  092, 

Keene  Debating  Cluli  

Keene  Debating  Society  407, 

Keene  Driving  Park  

Keene  Electric  Raihvav  Com- 
pany 098,  699,  700, 

710, 

Keene  Engine  Compan}'  34.S, 

Keene  Evening  Sentinel  093, 

Keene  Eire  Society  385,  414, 

Keene  Five  Cents  Savings  bank, 
534,  001, 

Keene  Forensic  Society  407, 

Keene  Furniture  Comj)any..536, 

Keene  Gas  and  Electric  Light- 
ing Company  405, 

690,  090,  700, 

Keene  Granite  and  Terra  Cotta 
factory  

Keene  Guaranty  Savings  bank.. 

Keene  Harmonic  Society  

Keene  High  school ....4(t4,  661, 
684,  703,  710, 

Kceuc  High  School  Alumni  As- 
sociation  

Keene  Horse  Thief  Detecting 
Society  

Keene  Humane  Societj-  

Keene  Improvement  Company.. 

Keene  (Rural)  Improvement  So- 
ciety  

Keene  in  the  Civil  war  409- 

Keene  Light  Guard  Ijattalion... 
049*  083,  085,  688,  709, 

Keene  Light  Infantrv  306, 

343,  349,  354,  358,  362, 
372,  370,  380,  380,  387, 
397,  415,  416,  417,  419, 
422,  429,  431,  432,  434, 
443,  444,  445,  450,  582, 
604.  670, 

Keene  Light  Infantry  (Civil 

war  veterans)  

Keene  Lyceum  

Keene  Manufacturing  Company.. 
Keene  Militar3'  Band. .537.  538, 

Keene  Musical  Association  

Keene  Musical  Society. .384, 397, 

Keene  National  bank  459, 

OSS, 

Keene  Natural  History  Society 
139,  538, 

Keene  Public  Library  251, 

081,  683,  685^  703,  700, 


.230 
252 

395 
051 
727 
093 

.457 
414 

.081 

704 
716 
385 
725 
442 

686 
457 
698 

686 
703 

.693 
.087 
.408 
682 
724 

.683 

.688 
.081 
.687 

.692 
-529 
...12 
713 
341 
370 
388 
420 
437 
645 
693 

,536 
,457 
.089 
698 
.408 
408 
576 
097 

686 
461 
709 
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Keeije  Railroad  Com  patsy. .421,  4  22 

Keene  Savings  I>at)k  01*9 

Keenc  Social  Union  54.C> 

Keeiie  Steam  Power  Conijianv 
4-53. 

Keene  Street  221.  4+S 

Keeiie  Telephone  EschainjcGSri,  097 
Keene  Temperance  Associait03)...4-O'j 

Keene  Temperance  Union  fi91 

Keenc  Thief  Detecting  Society. ...4-29 

Kees.  Jonas  21  ; 

Solomon  21 

Kehue,  (Jeorjre  511 

Keith,  Fav  .">!  1 

Kelleher,  timothy  ."12,  703 

Kellogg,  Capt  3f) 

James  B  521 

Joseph  ....IS.  719 

Nathaniel  2r> 

Norman  549 

Kell.v,  John  1<)4- 

Moses  2;-l('i 

Kemp,  Benjamin  277 

Samuel  H  435 

Kenion.  I)a%-id  Y  512  i 

Kent,  Duke  of  M\  \ 

Kentiicky  Centra!  railroad  504  \ 

Keyes,  Almira  021  i 

Charles  G7  t,  7R0  ' 

E.  C.  &  F.  E  460 

E.  C.  &  F.  H  4.4s 

E.  &  F.  H  4.4s 

Elbridge  411,  570).  (521,  730 

Eugene  M  713 

Francis  E  710  i 

Harriet  411.  G21 

Susan  B  (>21 

Zebadiah  341,  .359,  391,  415 

417,  4.^S.  621,  073  . 

&  Colony  411,  4.-!3.  44S 

570.  097 

&  Stratton  540 

Kidder,  Arha  4G1,  532,  G73,  075  , 

Henry  489  I 

James  F  523  ; 

Ruth  293  \ 

&  Winchester  449  | 

Kilburn,  Frances  W  647 

Hettv  123 

Jehiel  647 

Joel  216  , 

John.. 96,  99,  123,  124,  207,  319  I 

John  (Mrs.)  123  '-. 

John,  Jr  123  : 

Kilpatrick,  Judson  537,  5.''>S 

Kimball  Academy  .,535  ; 

Kimball,  Benj;imin  5S9 

Horatio..542,  684,  GS7,  G93,  096 

Miss  L.  K  420 

Samuel  H  51H  : 


Kimball,  Virgil  M  WS,  454 

Wales  ..433 

K'in<iergarl en  schools  710 

Kini^,  i.tavid  C  .,524 

i:iijah  223 

.lol'ni  30,  524 

Mary  ,\nn  .556 

San!nd..222,  264,  265,  206,  267 

S;i rah  Kellogg  603 

Scth  603 

Starr  457 

Susan  (">()3 

Wallace  \  524 

William  41  3.  609 

King  George  II  55,  104,  556 

King  George  IH  liiO,  1  6S 

King  Georue's  \wi>.r  721 

Kiiignian,  .\!l)ert  11  519 

King  rhiHp  31,  32,  33,  141 

King  Philijj's  war  30,  31,  32,  34 

Kingsburv,  .\bial  647 

Abigail  Martha  621 

Abiiah...364.  414,  449,  620,  621 
6.58,  730 

Abijah  Wilder  621 

Adams  SOS 

Albert  621,  6SS 

Charles  621 

Chester  L  .61S.  605 

Daniel.. ..107,  154,  161,  19S.  204 
205,  215,  216.  220,  231,  232 
248,  250,  251,  253,  274,  275 
276,  277,  27S,  284,  300,  391 
620,  072,  674,  076 

Darius  620 

David  310,  620 

Edward  A  500,  519 

Kiizabeth  021 

Fred  H  504 

George  466,  541,  621.  OSS 

George  S  524 

Harri'  T  600,  705 

Ifenry  ;  512 

Henry  (kinsman  of  Daniel). ...620 

ioei..!  346,  394,  620,  672.  673 

John  620 

Jostrph  620 

losiah  621,  695 

"(iiHa  Ann  621 

'Marv  621 

Molh-  620 

Nathatn'el  161,  204,  214,  220 

620.  647 

Retiel  H  519 

Sarah  621 

Theodore  620 

William  621 

King's  cannon,  the  340 

King's  Lynn,  Norfolk  618 

Kinijston  ..1 11,  117 
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Kinsoii,  Jclin  Q  .".  1  2 

Kirk,  Kculx-n  S  ')24- 

Wc-nlcv  T  <)Sf> 

Kittcrv  PoiiU  519 

Kittrcrlj^'C,  Thoniris  H  4.4-9,  -l-fVl- 

4G7,  r>+2,  r.SO,  729 

ThoiTiMS  B  (Mrs.)  47H 

Knapp.  Ourk  A  52+ 

Kui-lil,  Charles  H  500 

Ltavid  707 

E.  A  54-9 

Elijah  438 

Kiiiirlits  of  Pvtiiias  713 

Kni'yhts  of  ]'\tliias  band. ..712,  71?. 

Kni;jhts  Tcniplnr,  order  of  11 

5kS,  69fi,  697,  707 

Kiiowlcs,  Charles  7S 

Kiiowlton,  Capt  ISl,  1S3,  1S4 

Charles  ,...512 

Isaac  C  728 

]ames  407 

&  Stone  540,  08G 

Koener.  Gustav  635 

Lalior,  highway,  price  of.  387 

Ladies'  Cent  Society  409 

Ladies'  Cliarilable  Sodetv  409 

'  444,  702 

La  dies'  Exch rmge  70 1 

Ladies'  Home  Circle  692 

readies'  Tiiinstrels  711 

Ladies'  Wildwood  nark  616 

693.  094 

Lahiff.  John  700 

Lake  Chan]i)laii]  ,34,  S.5,  87 

12S.  216 

I/ake,  Daniel  162 

l^ake  C.eorjrc  1,H2 

Lake  Mystic  141 

Lake,  the  old  717 

Laice  '\^'iMnepesnllkee  14,  75 

Lamjihere,  firiaiido  M  4.'^,''. 

LanisOTi  block. ....HOI,  448,  464,  Q><7\ 
Lam.son,  Charles. .11,  392,  434,  450 
454-,  46S.  .543,  622.  6S2,  730 

Cuttin-  &  Co  410 

John  L  523 

Jose]>h  621 

ALargaret  R  11,  473 

Susanna  ( F  ro  1 1 1  i  n  <:h  a  ra  )  621 

William. .281,  ,307,' 351,  364,  384 
392.  +05,  406,  410.  423,  425 
428,  431,  440,  r^Si)\  621,  622 
William,  Jr.. ,.374,  380,  382.  392 
398,  403,  432,  454 

William,  &  Co  433,  434 

&  Blake  392 

&  Grout  380 

Lanison'.s  tan  yard  67,  281 

307,  685 

Lancaster,  Mass  Ill,  374 


Lanca.stcr  .Shoe  Com])anv,  C.  B. 

694,  708 

C.  T-5.  &  Co  692 

Lane,  Elisha  F  4,59,  .548,  554 

659,  697,  726 

Ezekic)  022 

Farnuni  I-"  449,  451,  461,  467 

542,  622,  623,  675.  690,  729 

Henry  W  697 

Lewis  689 

Nathaniel  F  478,  483 

Rachel  (Ki.sh)  622 

Lane's  block  694 

Lane'.s  "E.  F.  L."  building  696 

Lani;don,  John  167,"  169,  224 

277,  348 

President  (of  Harvard)  181 

Lang's  re<r)ment,  Col.  Pierce  217 

Lan-r,  William  H  516,  521 

Lanmaii,  Hannah  428 

James  347,  428,  614 

Susan  122,  392 

La  Plantc,  Sieur  90 

LaraiK-e.  Peter  118,  119 

Stephen. .162,  178,  194,  204,  214 

Larrabee,  Benjamin  103 

Laurel  Hill,  Va  4S6 

Lawler,  Henry  683 

Lawrence,  Asa  655 

Betsev  655 

Fredc'rick  C  500 

John  65v5 

Jonathan  93 

Jonathan,  ]r  89 

"Micah  ;  222,  678 

William  364 

Lawyers  ....364,  393.  410,  449,  467 
542,  729 

Leach,  James  512 

Joseph  A  545,  6.S6 

Lcahcy,  Thomas  F  524 

Lel:>anon,  Conn  155 

Lebanon.  X.  H  13,  14 

Leboiirveau,  John  204,  210,  220 

William  392 

Zen  as  246,  360 

1/eehmere  Point  171 

l^e,  Charles  195,  235 

Gen  11,  479,  488,  493,  526 

Gideon  E  684 

Sarah  (Wilson)  663 

William  236 

Lee,  surrender  of  499,  529 

Leet,  George  H  710 

Lcmpster,  N.  H  193 

J^'ominstcr,  Ma.ss  640 

Leonard,  Betsev  (Nourse)  357 

363,  459 

Ephraim  162 

George  O  466 
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Leonard,  Henr;,- 0  512 

John  4-31! 

Nancj-  E  GGs 

Xoah  HOO 

Kev.  Mr  397.  404 

Lesure,  Jolni  G  v>34.  7ur» 

Lettenmaver.  Otto.,  512,  710 

Letter  boxes,  street  Gsy 

Letter  carriers  i'.91 

Leverett,  Frank  j  506,  ^23 

John  ilJ3 

Katharine  F  G2:-; 

Sarah  I)  iV>'\ 

Sarah  M  4-L,'.'.  42(; 

Susannah  (Johnson)  (523 

Thomas  Gli3 

Thomas  li  A-i-Z,  +54-.  4-,'S 

460,  465,  533,  G23.  679,  6Sy 

Thomas  IL  (Mrs.)  +73 

Levo}-,  Henrj-  E  512 

Lewis.  Eh  194 

Ezekiel  15 

Ira  D  711 

lames  23{) 

William  H  512 

Lexington.  Mass  171,  172 

256.  <K»U 

Liberal  Preacher,  the  40S,  040 

Libert}'  hall  .....685 

Library  (Sec  also  Keene  Pnhlic 

Librarv)....342,  384,  393,  408 
461,  651,  725 

License  2SG,  441,  709 

License  commissioners  710 

Licensed  taverns  311,  3,77.  421 

Lightning  0&>5 

Lilh'  Safe  Compan_v  527 

Lincohi,  Asa  41 1) 

Gen  225,  22G 

James  3uO 

Judge  G63 

President  468,  46',:l,  470,  471 

475,  490.  508,  51G,  524.  526 
G3G,  G66 

Lincoln,  Mass  55.5,  556 

Lincoln  schoolhouse..704,  705,  700 
Lion  and  the  Blue  Ball,  Lavcrii,,28,5 

Lion  Engine  Comjianv  450,  46.3 

Liquors."  253,  338.  409.  421 

561,  691 

Lisbon,  Portugal  636,  6&3 

Litchfield,  George  A  459 

Litchfield.  N.  H..  221 

Little,  Elizabeth  663 

Lirerinore.  Abiel  Abbot  4-07 

423,  425.  42S.  433,  442,  450 
624,  G25,  727 

Abiel  Abbot  (Mrs.)  ..444.  447 

Arthur  ....270.  271 

Mr  102  ; 


Liverniore,  Sanuiel  ,.2S8,  292 

Tliom.'Js  L  51  7 

Livery  Stable,  first  414 

Living  flag  714,  715 

Livingston.  William.,  ,  89 

IvOckc,  lidwiti  K  674 

Lockj)ort,  N.  Y  567 

Loco  Focos  f;G5 

Lodge  of  the  Temple,  Xo.  SS. 

'A.  F.  &  A.  M  .547.  548 

Lontlon  .54,  I03,  164 

Londonderry.  X,  H  07,  I6i.f,  197 

Longfellow,  Henry  W  644 

L-  ong  .  J .  H .  ( M  r,s'. )  4  6  S 

Long  river  31 

Longstreet's  cor5)S  4  94 

Lothrop,  Isaac  15 

Lots,  division  of  16,  20,  21,  23 

24,  25,  37,  43.  49,  720 

Lottery  343.  362,  303 

L I )  1  ul o n ,  Lord  ,  128 

Lf.iuisljurg  03,  1,30 

Lox't".  Willi.-nn  DeLos,  jr.  (.Mrs.)  605 

Loreland,  Milan  £,,..".  542 

Lovewell,  Zaccheus  1  3.0 

Lowe,  Charles  6,';4 

Lowell,  jndge  <i2.5 

Lowell,  Mass  55 

Loyal  Legion  11,  12,  (548 

Liidlow  133 

Lund,  John  3.")0 

Liindy's  Lane,  brittle  of  ,360 

i.Dncnburg,  .M.ass  (')46,  602 

I^yford,  Jeremia!"!,  J.''  .5i2 

Lyman.  Ana  E  02 1 

Edward  E  53G,  548 

Lyndelioro  ,50 

Lvscom,  l<ihn  373 

.Vlacndam  ..094.  <)05,  (JOO,  01)'-:,  710 

iJacadamizing  plant.  G;t3 

Mriccany,  Darnel  81,  01.  07 

M  a  c  d  o  n  a  1  d ,  Flora  5  6>  2 
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.Machinists,  International  .\sso- 

eiation  of  714 

Mack,  Eii^^ba  210,  226,  241 

242,  588 

Jeremiah  104 

Alack's  companv,  Cai)t.  lilisba 

"220,  220,  014.  041 

.Madison,  lames  301 

.MaiTctt,  Robert  73 

.\L'!gnirc,  lohii  369,  595,  621 

.Mail  deliverv,  free  7»J8 

.Mall  route..'  247,  290,  202,  337 

344,  363 

Main  street  37,  44,  48,  50 

100,  172,  173,  383,  553,  701 
709,  720 

Alain  street  .schoolhousc  688 
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Malvoni  Hill  4S.S 

Maiiclii'ster  31 

M.'inchfstc T  Cornel  T)fn)d  -tSS 

MniicIicsUr  iK:  Kocnc  r:iilronrl....53r> 
CM,  OS'!,  r-sn,  (JSC,  GST,  7'M) 

M.-m  c.-iU-rs  .".2 

M.-iiifjr.'iu,  l>ciinis  512 

M;in,  Ilc/.ckiali  204 

Richarti  107 

M.-inu,  P.ciijainiti  174-,  102 

Hezekiafi  204 

lames  285,  338,  340,  350 

01  r,,  007 

Richard  107 

&  Wood  340,  350 

Mansfield,  Acliilles  205 

Col  195 

•Mr  21  S 

Manufacturers.. .400,  407,  541,  542 

Marcy,  William  L  410 

Mardcn,  George  A  537 

Marlboro  Li^lit  Infantry...  434 

Marlboro.  Ma.ss  .".  23,  75 

Marlboro,  N.  H  180,  208,  221 

361,  374,  657 

Marlboro  road  173.  272 

Marlboro  street  ,59 

Marlow  193,  194 

Marsh,  Ehsha  15S 

Gfortje  W  470,  493,  500 

Henry  11  4S3 

James  501,  6().3 

Mose.s  162,  204 

Kctiben  359 

Marshfield,  Mass  651 

Alarston,  (Oilman  470,  477 

478,  470 

.Marston's  co!Tipan3-  564 

Martha  Greenwood  (ship)  492 

Martin,  jonathan  207 

Latou  2S5,  467,  697 

Laton  (Mrs.)  582,  645 

Paxil  500 

Rebecca  579 

Marvin,  Prvoii  0  501 

Edwin  512 

Marj-e's  llei<;lits  4SS,  494 

!\lary]aT)d  cam)>ai^rn...478,  48S.  494 

Mason,  Andrew  R  521,  542 

Ashk-y  6S5 

Company,  W.  L  698 

EVjcnczer  21 

Edmund  C  3,59 

John  718,  723 

John  C  414 

John  Tufton  723 

Lest  on  E  704 

-Moses  506 

Orin  F  501 

Simeon  A  506 


Mason,  Wallace  L  3,  4,  459 

Warren  J  683 

Mason  grant  104.  718 

Masonian  line  257 

Masonian  i)ro])rietors  723 

Masonic  hall  289,  307,  308,  341 

348,  546 

Mason,  N.  II  174,  192 

Mason  patent  718,  723 

Masons  (Freemasons)  306,  338 

408,  545-548,  5S7,  640,  682 

Massachusetts  13,  14,  29 

33,  49,  54,  55,  50,  57,  58,  63 
64,  65,  66,  68,  73,  76,  77,  79 
85,  88,  94,  96.  116,  117,  IIS 
123.  125,  126,  131,  176,  102 
471,  719 

Mass.-ichusetts  Archives  96,  98 

Massachusetts  Bav  32.  55,  57 

59,  104,  118 
Massachusetts  Commandery  of 
the  Military  Order  of' the 
Loval  Legion  of  the  United 

States....:  11,  12,  648 

Massachusetts  committee  of 

safelv  182 

Mass.-ichusetts  sjrant  13,  61,  100 

103,  104,'  149,  462,  718,  719 
Massachusetts,  ])rovince  of.. ..1.5,  31 
32,  36,  49,  57,  59,  94,  97 

Massachusetts,  the  (Indians)  31 

Massachusetts,  the  ).jeneral  court 

of.  13,  16.  17,  19,  24,  34 

40,  41,  42,  44,  56,  64,  66.  69 
77,  93,  103.  118,  719 

Mas.sasoit,  chief.  32,  142 

Mass  meetings  503,  524 

Master.  Abraham  21 

Mather,  Cotton  652 

Mathews,  [ames  H  506 

Ma.xham.  Henry  C  686 

M.axwell,  Henrv  567 

iMav,  Eleanor..:  637 

Mav  festival  539 

Mn'v  Flower,  the  539 

McCafferv,  Patrick  497,  501 

McCarthy,  Jerry  F  701 

McCartv^  Thaddeus  294,  307 

310,  672 

McClarv,  Andrew  177,  179,  187 

McCldian,  Gen  493,  502 

-McCIellan's  campaign  478 

494,  503 

McChire,  Georqe  W  506 

.McCord,  Archibald  698,  702 

McCrae,  Eleanor  684 

McCunly,  George  H  693 

M'Curdv's  meadow  121 

McDaniels,  Alexander  277 

McDonough  357 
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McUufiee,  George  W  '3fi,  G96 

09.b!  702 

McGtjire,  John  ?,C>9.  ."1)5.  Glil 

Mclctyre,  j  549 

McKeiniT,  P>eriah...+9,  51.  52,  53.  5'J 

DaTiie)  SI,  Oi,  it? 

Jvirs  7u,  Tl,  722 

Young  72 

McKinley,  President  701,  702 

70G,  7U7 

McMaster,  Isaac  P..  ....41)4.  5<>l 

McNeil,  John  ,  439 

Mead,  Elias  .H'J2 

Hannah  W  (50S 

Larkin  G  •«>-}-,  417 

Polly  Ofil 

Samuel  608 

Mechanic  street  shops  453,  515 

51G.  532.  G29 

Medfield,  Mass  22 

Medford,  Mass... 174,  176,  1,77,  180 
1S2,  190,  193,  194 
Medical  and  Aj^riciiltural  Reg- 
ister  5.55 

Medical    Societj-    of  Cheshire 

County  393 

MedwaY,  Mass  49 

Meet!n;jhmise  3G.  37.  40,  41,  47 

48.  50,  51,  59,  60,  61,  63,  79 
100,  102,  110,  112,  113,  114 
129,  146,  14S,  149,  150,  151 
154,  157,  159,  170,  172,  237 
239,  241,  274,  275,  270,  277 
27S,  279,  2S0,  2S3,  2S4,  2S7 
2SB,  290,  293,  296,  301,  305 
306,  307,  321.  32<S,  ,330,  331 
340,  371,  374,  300,  395,  401 
403,  455,  464,  502.  040,  641 
726,  727 

Meetinghouse  hill  47,  4S,  554  ' 

Meetinn^house  plat..OO,  79,  110,  30*." 

Meganichcha  -'{O 

Mellen,  Gilbert  342.  363  i 

John  221  , 

Meloon,  Nathaniel  116  : 

Melville,  Henry  417  ; 

Melvin,  Benjamin  81,  222  ; 

Benjamin,  Jr  222 

Eleazar  74,  80,  90 

Melvin's  disaster  ...90,  92 

Menagerie,  first  in  Keene  ,....".87 

Mendon,  Mass  611 

Merchants  448,  449,  4G6.  467 

540,  541,  732 

Meredith  13 

Meriden  535 

Merrill,  Solomon  F....524,  691,  701 

Merrimack  65,  132,  152.  206 

207,  221 

Merrimac  riTer..l3,  14.  55,  04,  120 


IMcrrimac  valier  31,  33,  G5 

Merry's  me.'ulow  02 

-\J€ssc-ii_L;er,  Edward  M.  5()f; 

Kstlier  ,  97 

Mcsscnj^er,  Ik-nry,  heirs  o{.  107 

Afetcalf,  .AT)i;n]i...  97,  161,  2(*5 

214,  249.  294,  370,  41o'  4-33 
6;;.s,  673 

.-viLert  \V  ...524 

AP.-ali  E  690 

Capt  3  !•(» 

Daniel  162 

Edwin  G  Oss 

Eli  162,  204,  276,  29{),  3(17 

123 .  454 

Ezra  MVz,  173,  19;;,  226 

Frederick  ..294 

George  359 

Henry  N  476,  479,  4S3,  72,s 

Jonatlian  1 02 

Jotham  154,  204,  219.  276 

287,  2S8,  672 

Luke  163,  173,  193 

Michael  97,  l(j8,  110,  112 

113,  114,  122,  135,  148,  150 
157,  IGl,  204,  211,  249,  2SS 
G7i;  676 

Alichael,  Jr  97,  103,  107,  109 

148,  226,  229,  445 

Michael  (3)  451- 

Oliver  97 

Salmon  G  501,  516 

Thaddeus  ..249,  270,  3S9,  560 

W'illi.-ml  638 

William  F  506 

Meteor  6,si 

Methodist  chnrcli  536,  ,544.  692 

698.  706,  7us,  700,  727 

Mexico,  Cit}-  of.  ,  579 

A I  ex  ica  n  wnr  14  3 

Michigan  5,59 

Middlelmry  Collej^e  53,5 

Middlesex  canal  350,  3S3 

Mid dlese x  regi  m en t  i  H* 

Middletown,  Conn  ...5!<.8 

Ivlighills.  John  73,  74 

Alilitary  band.. ..349,  53.1,  535,  537 

Milit.--)rv  road  220 

Alilitia.'.  161,  170,  237.  246,  289 

340.  ,342.  343,  349,  3.54,  358 
370.  376,  415,  416,  417,  419 

Mill  creek  286,  552 

Aliller.  k.  Vi  467 

Calel.)...  r<i!9 

Isaac,  Jr  359 

James  ,  3(«!,>,  5.s.3 

Mirnnda  Ro.setta  009,  610 

Sarah  C.  (I'icrcej  6<t9 

.Miller's  river  16,  30 

Tvlillikin's  tavern  ....207 
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Milinnrt.  .Marliii  .".'IC,  ."M7,  .'.'IS  ' 

Mine.  M.-itiU-  <>{  ibf  in.  His 

MiniMiT  If.,  11)0.  107,  17",  L'ol 

U31,  23'J,  .H27,  ;!G!),  :!73.  +,'>5 

+r,2,  5:;a,  ofj.s,  r,Gi,  720,  7i;7 

Alinislcrial  fund  51-4- 

Minisler  lot  I'l,  i-;!,  147,  MVJ 

Minister  Ltix  ''.02.  303,  372 

377,  3S0 

Ministry  lot  21,  37,  43,  60 

2'.i3,  3G'J,  4,~)8,  402,  403.,  404 
514,  732 

Miiiistrv,  the  10,  37,  40 

103,  IGG,  21 231,  232.  243 
303,  431 

Mini-itt  men  170,  171 

.\}iscc!lai)eo)is  facts  and  events 

.344-r).~)4 

Miscellaneous  or-janizations  ,>21-")24 

M ississi ppi  c:i ni pa i^rii  08 

Missouri,  slnverv  376 

M i tc ! lell ,  E 1  >eii czer  91 

George  '>Ci 

John  E  512,  732 

Moderators  (<70,  077 

Mohawlv  river  247 

Mohawks,  rhe  .30,  32.  33  : 

Mohawk  valley  32 

Molufrans,  the  32 

Mt)hiemis,  the  3.2 

Mona<lnock  Agriciiltnrai  Works. .GSS 
Moriadnoek     Colonv,  i'ilgrini 

Fathers,  No.  l\)7  001,  093 

Moiiadiiock  C}-clc  Club  097,  7(t0 

Monadnt.tk  E)K'.'inipment,  Xo. 

JO  '.  550 

Monadnock  mojniLain  ...  1 4,  30,  70."> 

MonocacY  river  .504  ! 

Monroe,  HanDali  T  560  ' 

James  09 1  i 

Montague.  Rid!ard....393,  410,  415  i 

Montcalm  128,  131  i 

Aloutponierj',  John  358  i 

Montpelier, ' Vt.  569,  706 

Montreal. ..S3 ,  S3,  85,  80.  87.  89,  90 

130.  132,  133  : 
Monument,  soldiers*. .536,  537,  538 

Moouej-,  Col  23S 

Moor.  Robert  21 

Moore,  Capt  129 

James  500 

Jonas  L  140 

Mrs  578 

RoViert  21 

Morals,  General  Monadnock 

Socieiv  for  the  Promotion 

of  ;  368 

Morehouse,  John  246 

Aforean,  1.  0  ...549 

Morgan's  corps  230 


.Morrill,  Josiah  .M  524 

.Morris,  Edward  50G 

George  H  506 

Morris  Island  486 

Morrison,  Rev.  I)r  624 

.\Iorsc,  Azidi.ah  428 

David  21,  146 

Elmer  T  70S 

Ezra  194 

James  296,  307 

Inlins  \'  402,  542,  698 

Levi  M.  (or  W.)  .524 

Air  44 

Xclson  687 

Rcljccca  614 

Thomas  1G2,  178,  194,  211 

220,  236 

Morton,  Jonathan  21 

Moss,  Kev.  Mr  464 

Moulton.  Sarah  D  657 

Monltonborough  206 

Mount  Holly  85,  90 

Monnt    Horeb  Conimanderv, 

K.  T  .'....707 

Mount  Iluggins  Hotel,..,  690 

Mount  Monadnock  Lodge,  No. 

371,  N.  B.  M.  and  L  S.  B. 

of  America  714 

Mount  Pleasant  lionse  563 

Mourning,  (la\'s  of.. ...520,  659,  706 

Muchniore,  George  H  494,  501 

Hadk-v  P  460,  541,  695 

Murdick,'  OHvcr  P  524 

.Mnrphv,  Danie!  W.  545 

Music  hall  707 

Muster  289,  342,  349,  357,  376 

388,  391,  416,  417,  422,  431 
437,  438,  443,  450 

Muster  field  457 

Muster,  firemen's  459,  530,  531 

Mvstic  river  181,  1S3,  187 

Nails  294,  295 

Xanepashemet,  widow  of.  141 

Xarragansetts.  the  32,  141 

Xash,  Eugene  P  518 

Frank"  483 

Mary  Pratt  Cooke  704 

Nashua  14 

Nashua  river  31 

Naslmas,  the  31 

Natiek,  Mass  609 

National  Sanitarv  Commission 

473,  525 

Nawelet  30 

Neall,  James  123 

.Negroes  115,  291 

329,  376 

Xelson.  Harriet  P.  623 

Horatio  A  6S6 

William  162,  205 
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Xelsoii.  N.  II.  (PnckersFseld)  5,  G 

104,  161,  173,  175,  17G,  .193 
3'-;0,  osil 

Xeptiiiie  Fire  Comu.'snT  4-1!,",  'iVj 

Nejjtuiie  Iiose  Iujhsc  ..G".i6 

Nestle,  JoliTi  i  GT;" 

Newberiie  4.;i3 

New  Charles  Towk  il'G 

Xewconib,  Chaiies  GLM 

Daniel  (1)  jlf,.  -ja? 

242,  246,  251.  2G0,  27G,  277 

285,  287,  201,  292,  2!*5 

296,  300,  302,  305 

311,  337,  340,  348 

354,  374.  450 

588,  625,  G2G 


307,  ,iU,S 
349,  351 
567,  577.  5;~.2 
G72,  674.  676 
679.  729 
40G, 59fi,  025 

423 
02.5 


Daniel  (Mrs.). .30.^ 

Daniel  (2)  

Everett  414,  419 

Fanny  

Francis  025 

Francis  K  688 

George  302.  G25 

Gideon  419 

Ilannfth  4!.t9 

Hannaii  Dawes  625 

Harriet  625 

Henry  S...354,  381,  384,  391,  025 

John'  410 

Jonathan  02.5 

Levi  349,  025 

Lucretia  ,  025 

PattT  625 

Sallv  507.  025 

Sciii  625 

Walter  386,  625 

William  Dawes  025 

&  Wilder  419 

New  Connecticut. .2.57. 258,  259,  260 

New  county  (west  of  Alerriinac 

river)  152 

Newell,  Gad  367 

James  Q  404 

Joseph  2n6 

Zebina  459,  080 

New  England  .30,  32,  :-i3,  02,  87 

105.  206,  243 

New  England  Obserrer  .139 

692,  725 

New    England    Telephone  and 

Telegrajih  Com [sa n t  6S7 

088,  703. 

Newhall,  Cyrus  549 

New  Hampshire  Agrictiltur.-d 

College  657 

New  Hampshire  and  Vermoiit 

Journal  290 

New  Hampsliire  Asylnra  for  the 

IiLsane  430,  053,  654 


.\'e\Y  H.'3mp,«liire  P.iltlc  Society,... 471 

Xevs'  iiainpshire  (jrigaile  4901,  4-98 

5015,  .">07 

New  liairipshirc  charter  ...9*0-114 

462,  723 
Sew  Hampshire  Federntion  of 

YCcirncH 's  C In Os  706 

Xe^Y  Marapshirc  Gazette....  10,0,  2'Jl 
Xt«-  liornpshire    Glass  I':sc- 

tory  ,306.  307 

Xcv,'  Hajiipsliire  grants  222,  227 

247,  249,  255-271 

i  New  Haippshire  hail  177 

-vew  iianijjsliirc  llistoricjl  Sci- 

;   ,       ciety....  395 

j  Xew  Hampshire  icgislaij.ire  2o6 

439,  4.73 

:  Xew  ll;,tm])sh)re  Medical  Socieiv  053 

Xew  Hanipshire  3.1(>lded  (Jran- 
i  ite  and  Terra  Coita  Com- 

\  ^       pany  096 

Xew  Hain]»slitre  Kecorder..2S2,  283 
2>(').  2s7.  2.89,  29!,  304,  725 
j  Xew  Hampshire  Se!}tineL...304,  361 
430.  492,  515,  542,  563,  036 
1  687,  691,  0L»2,  695,  702,  725 

Xew  Hampshire  State  Papers  96 

102,  104 

Xew  Hampshire  troops  245,  247 

251.  256.  204,  268 

New  Hampshire  vilLage,...  ...245 

Xew  Hampshire  \5ilnnteer  Cav- 
alry 516 

New  Ipswich  .50,  172,  173 

175,  206,  227,  232.  368,  557 
578,  632 

New,  J.  C.  &  T  449,  466 

New  .iersey  .55,  245 

Xew  Loudon,  Conn  237 

Xew  Orleans,  battle  of  (1815)  ...360 
Xew  C'Srleans.  caj)tnre  of  (1.S62)  5u3 

Newport  Xews  493,  494,  504 

Newport,  X.  H  104,  203 

Xew  Rum  brook  ,553 

.Xe  vv sp ,'i]:)e rs  7 2,5 ,  7 2 ( i 

Newton,  Ebericzcr  154,  102.  205 

214,  220 

Newtown,  X.  V  238 

Xew  York  ....200.  210,  255,  256 

259,  471,  486 

Niagara  119,  130,  131,  132 

Niclicwong.  ..,.1 1 1 

Nichols,  .4sapl>  205 

Benjamin  89 

IM OSes.. ..220,  22»,  236,  244,  265 

&  Ward  well  711 

Nichols's  regiment  226,  227.  229 

562,  G14.  641 

Xiles.  X.-slhanie]  15> 

Xims,  .Abigail  (Hawks)  3l»5,  G2s 


Ninis,  Aliiswoil  1)  Al  r>S7 

.MjiIk-hs  K.i;.  l'T(.,  .-'.o^,  :•.'>■{ 

.■■.07,  .".(»'.),  r,2,s 

,\.vaiui  n".-',  it:'..  i'j:'. 

MM, 

Asalicl  (son  of  I),-ivi<1,  |r.)  G'J'J 

brothers  \:  Co  701 

Ch.-trles  R  G{S>i 

Chester  071 

Crossfield  &  Co  CIO 

Daupliii)  W.  (Mr.'?.)  (>'.*" 

David  ki,  4-4.  4-9,  ,'0,  ."3 

77,  81,  SI).  1)7,  10,3,  107.  lOS 
110,  lia.  114,  11  <J,  134,  135 
140,  149,  150,  151,  155,  IGO 
1G3.  105,  204,  232,  305,  310 
Gil,  612.  62G-G2S,  G29,  G4G 
071,  G76,  677.  679,  697,  703 
70G,  730 

David,  Jr  IGli,  204,  249 

274,  27G,  29(;,  .''.99,  G27,  G2S 
G29,  G72 

El)em-zcr...40,  41,  43,  4G,  47,  50 
53.   97.  103,   107,   lOS,  111 
111',  114.  129,  135,  14,S,  1G3 
214,  G29,  671,  679 

Ebeuezer  (Sr.)  626 

Eliaicini....'  162,  173,  191,  194 

204,  207,  277,  628,  629 

Elizabeth  Gil 

Elniira  6.59 

Frauds  O  706 

Georj^e..  302 

George  H  512 

Tohu  21,  Gil 

Laniiion  4'}-5,  453.  629,  630 

673.  674.  690,  730,  733 

Lucv  (Mrs.)  526 

Li3C\-  (Mrs.  Wright)  667 

Marv  629 

Marv  (Heaton)  629 

Tvlatlhew  526 

Kcnd  466,  540,  730 

Sanniel  519,  689 

Sarah  (Ilovt)  626 

Whilnev  &' Co  630,  689,  694 

Zadock';  162,  204,  220,  628 

&  liuss  453 

&  Crossficld..453,  516,  532,  629 

Nirns'  block  694 

Xine  Lot  plain..47,  48,  59,  416,  437 

Xineteemli  army  corps  .509 

Ninth  armv  corps  8,  493,  494 

496,  497,  498,  504,  505,  508 

Niutlj  X.  H.  Vols  496,  497,  498 

504-507,  508,  514 

Xipuiucks,  the  32,  33 

Xixon,  Col  195 

Non-consinn])tion  agreement  165 

Non-importation  agreement  165 


.Xoii-iiiterconrsc  aiul  einli.'irgo.....S47 

Korlli  Adams  73 

North  American  S])elling  i;ool<...651 

Northampton  2.s.  ;!5,  42,  71 

North    Anna   Kiver,   1).'ittlc  ol', 

10,  498 

North,  army  of  tlie  206 

Nortl)  Ijr.-inch  154,  551 

North  Carohna  7,  492 

North  cemeterv  705 

Northfield,  M.ass  16,  23,  24,  26 

29,  35,  38,  39,  49,  51,  (i5,  68 
75,  79,  80,  83,  84,  89,  90,  91 
92,93,96,  Ul,  123,  126,  138 
155,  158 

North  Lincoln  street  689 

Norton,  Mass  562,  625 

Norwood,  Charles  M  691 

William  A  449 

■  &  Hubbnrd  449,  502 

&  Weeks  -149 

Nottingham  221 

Nonrse,  Benjamin  220,  630 

Benjamin,  Jr  630 

IJetsev  614 

Cahiii  630,  631 

Charity  630 

Francis  630 

George  631 

Isaac  630 

Phiiieas  575,  630,  631,  655 

Phineas,  Jr  631 

Rebecca  579 

Silas  630 

Sophronia  580 

Nova  Scotia  55 

Noyes,  Sauine]  L  483 

Nuisance  441 

Nurse.  Isaac  (Mi-s.)  597 

Luther  201,  454,  597,  630 

631,  645.  655,  673,  675 
Rebecca  (To\vne)...575,  631,  651 

Nute,  Alonzo  491 

Nve,  Charles  il  519 

"Nathan  299 

O'Jirien,  Cornelius  483 

lames,  Jr  523 

John  523,  732 

William  D  512 

Oeeau  bank  528 

O'Connor,  Thomas  J  711 

Octagon  reservoir  689 

Odd  Fellows  549,  683,  703 

O'llara,  Bernard  545 

Ohio  123 

Oil  mill  338 

Olcott,  Brainerd  T  524 

Rev.  Mr  232,  2S7 

Old  mail  400 

Old  jiriutiug  ofBcc  307 
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Old  town  brook  GST 

O'Lenry,  Jiiines  71 1 

Oliphain.'Pavkl  ....''.HO,  372,  .'170 

45.-..  03 1,  G.'J2,  727 

Onion  river  34-,  2i»- 

Opequan,  hatilc  of.  500,  648 

Oration,  Dr.  Seward's. .710,  717-731 

Onlinance  of  secession  -l-ii!) 

Ormsb\-,  William  S  507 

Osbonic,  Stephen  I)   453,  461 

4Gn,  541,  GOo,  676,  730 

iS:  Ha)e  453,  515.  005 

Osgood,  Benjamin  ,S9.  90.  lO.*', 

205,  672 

Benjamin,  Jr  102,  2(S5 

Jon.'js  277 

fosliua  102,  204.  27S.  2S4 

ai7.  31S 

Oliver  243 

kul>v  (52 1 

Samue!  207,  220,  270,  405 

Ossipees,  the  31 

Os\ve<;o  1 31 

Ottavvas.  the  250 

Otter  creek  85,  87,  00,  92,  132 

220.  221 

Oxen.  <^reat  2S'.! 

Fackersiidd  104,  101,  173,  175 

176,  VjH,  330,  3<>1 

Fackersfield  m.-id....  2U2 

Pa<ie,  Calvin  450 

ElizalK-th  (Mrs.)  423 

Georue...304,  410.  452.  5.S0.  617 

Lewis  119.  382 

Ltjcian  B  543.  027 

WTlliam  200,  205.  200,  208 

&  Holnian  ,  413  \ 

Paine,  Daniel  73 

Paimer.  Cvrns  30-S 

Thomas  15 

Paquoiai^-  16,  17,  IS,  10,  111 

Parache,  James  541 

Parade  713.  714 

Par!4etized  Can  Comp.-inj-  087 

Paris,  Comjite  de  479 

Paris,  Kv  023 

Park,  Centr.nl  451,  452 

Parke,  John  (t  494 

I'arker,  Aoron  419 

Abel  379.  387,  033 

.\ddison  L  524 

Amos  A  439,  459,  093,  095 

Ulanchard  &  Co  :',^V 

Carlton  *i.'-.5 

Charles  Edward  445,  465 

03(>.  032 

Clinton  1  519 

])avid  Hnll  032 

Edith  (_[ev,-ett)  033 

Edmund  033 


Parker,  Elijah... .308,  370,  383,  384 
38,5,  3i.M.  393,  4n.'i,  -1-07.  4u8 
410,  415.  421,  425,  435,  4-4 
454,  002,  G04,  <',:','J.  nx-l',  078 
079,  0;>2,  729 

Elijah  (.Mrs.)  ....,520 

E 1  i  i  a  h  \V  e  11  r n  a  n  0 .' 2 

E.".&  J  393 

Henry  j;  •J-7G,  483,  0.32 

Henry  R  707 

Moratio  .53.1 

Horatio  C,  455,  (>32 

Horatio  \V  G32 

.Isaac  (-,9,  120,  127.  129 

351,  352,  353,  354,  350,  358 
301,  30)8,  370,  371,  372,  380 
450,  073 

Tsaae      Co  350,  380 

Joel  251,  375,  377 

378,  387,  3.S8,  390,  391,  393 
?><.)S,  399,  400,  403,  40..1,  407 
408.  .409,  410.  H4,  425.  427 
44-i-,  454,  45G,  457,  5.S3,  587 
004,  632.  033,  034,  OOfi,  {^75 
077,  729 

John  A  512 

Jonas  021 .  702 

Jonatlian  0.s9 

Jt>se)ih  2<'!G 

Luther  .M  51  2 

:\rarv  {.Morse)  032 

Mary  .\L  (Miss)....  125,  032,  033 

Xalnmi  .'i7G,  3,it7,  417 

Rufu;;  L  ..702 

Sally  Ami  082 

Stesihen  227,  6;'.2 

Warren  M  490 

William  H  483,  512,  523 

Wiili.'urj  W  702 

Wilder  S:  Parker  3.*^0 

5c  Beal  400 

&  Ilon-h  352,  301,  3,su 

I'arker's  store,  attack  near  490 

Parkhnrsi,  Harriet  015 

Pa rkman ,  Pr;j ncis  433 

Pari  street  095 

Parli.'nnent  1 04 

Parnuilce,  Past  errand  549 

Pa  rocli  ia  1  school  G-^9 

Parris,  Pernando  John  5.5 

Parrv,  Edward  104 

i'artrid.cre,  Capr  581-,  023 

(reor^e  W..  373 

l.,evi  ,-  288 

Keid-en  204,  211,  214.  210 

220,  237,  240,  252,  274,  275 
270,  277,  2,^0,  310.  072 

Partrid<;c's  mills  28!"..  310 

Partriflj^c's  t:ivern  241,  2.'^t> 

Passacc)n:uviiv  '.  31,  142,  14,3 
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'rilciil  line  104,  257 

',1 1 1  i.in  li^  \1ilit.-iiit  551 

'al  rit  i- ,  S.I  m  ncl  704 

'.-ilrniui.   \mos  1.-4,  102.  .'110 

■atlfii.  Jolm  2S9 

William  15G 

T'ntursoii,  laincs  \V  537,  538 

J.  N  .".  480 

Patterson '5;  division  475 

Paw  tucket  Coijfedcracv  31 

I'owtueket  Falls  ."  55,  56 

I'awtuckets.  the  31 

Favnc,  Hlijnh  206 

Payson,  Setb  368,  379 

IVabodv,  Jose]ih,  heirs  of  107 

Stci.hcn  206 

I'caee  contjrcss  470,  720 

Peace  jul.i'lee  702 

Peacock,  John  431 

Peak.  Mr  123 

Pearson,  Abie!  631 

lldwani  G34 

Hctir\-  H  494,  4»5 

496,  498 

Mary  031 

Pease,  IvxiierifDce  277 

Jacob  277 

Pec-k,  J.  \V.  &  Co  085 

Pep;  factory  310 

Pclhani,  N."  II  14 

Pembroke,  N.  H  14 

Femiij:e\vassct  river  75 

Penacook  (Concord)  14,  29,  31 

G5.  76,  70,  119 

Pendextcr,  Merritt  C  706 

Peninsitlnr  campaij^ii  4S8 

I'ennacooks,  the  30,  31,  33,  .34 

Penobscot  river  31 

Peppcrell,  William  15.  63 

Pequots,  the  32,  136,  718 

Perhaiii,  Kdmond  1  507 

I'erkins.  A.  K.  P....'  426 

Charles  F  413 

James  205 

jarcd  450 

Susan  King  (Mrs.)  156,  556 

699,  704 

Perry,  Catherine  (Hale)  636 

Charles  H  699 

Commodore  357 

Ellen  Ehzabetb  634 

Francis  A  531,  6S1.  686,  694 

699,  705.  706,  707 

Gcorse  W  »549,  643,  082 

Henry  634 

Horace  GO" 

Horatio  Justus  634,  G35 

636,  693 

Joseph  630 

Joseph  G  536,  636 


Perry.  Justus  (Capt.)  358,  361 

307,  370,  372,  376,  380,  388 
391,  392.  397,  398,  405,  407 
415,  416,  417,  418,  422,  427 
4.34,  438,  447,  634,  635,  657 
693,  730 

Justns  (Dr.)  6.34 

Martha  Ann  634 

Martha  (Frost)  634 

Marv  lidwards  635,  693 

Mary  LI.  (Mrs.)  399 

.Mary  Olivia  634 

S.  Horace  507 

Silas  636,  072 

WilHain  H  501 

&  Wheeler  410,  416,  464 

&  Wood  392 

Pest  house  215 

Peterboro,  N.  II  56,  99,  192 

221,  663 

Petersburg,  Va  10,  480,  4S6 

489,  498,  499,  517,  524,  525 
579,  654 

Pett engi  1 1 ,  Edward  659 

Phelps,  (yeor'^c  W  483 

Philadelphia  164,  106,  169 

Philhrick,  .Major  231 

William  H  699 

Philip,  an  Indian  124 

PhiliiiS,  Ebenezcr  75 

lames  389 

Phillips,  Wendell  457 

Phipps,  Spencer  15,  17 

William  66,  67 

PhtXMiix  H<K)k  and  La<lderCom- 

pany  465 

Phceiiix  Hose  Com])an3'  542 

Phcfnix  Hotel  3S5,  386,  391 

410,  423 

l']iotop:ra]5hers  407,  541 

Phvsicians  215,  294,  335,  347 

351,  410,  449,  467,  542,  729 

Pianos  438 

Pickering,  John  28S 

Thomas  167 

Fierce,  Franklin  417,  443,  576 

Fred  B.,  Com]ianv  705,  706 

Fred  B.  &  Co  .'.  694 

Horace  T.  H  474,  476,  4S5 

488,  490 

John  438 

Joseph  W  507 

Lncins  D  602 

Nelson  1  524 

Thomas  P  476 

William  347,  363 

Pierce's  tavern  347,  547 

Pigot,  Gen  185 

Pike,  Xicbolas  333 

Piketoii,  Ohio  647 
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Fiigrims,  the....  20.  30.  136 

Piciiieer  life  31  .'.l-.'S.'jn 

Piper,  Cyrus  <;i90 

Pi-scrttaqua  river....  1  Gl 

Pitcher,  Frederick  1  702 

PittslnirL^  130,  1.3:.' 

I'itt,  William  I'M.  132 

Plank  walk  339 

Plnttsbiirc;,  t\<r]n  at  360 

Pleasant  street  2S,t,  'SOI,  0+f ) 

Ploughed  hill  1S2,  100 

Plunibinij.  iiispcetor  r  f,  703 

I'lumer,  Wiili.-im  o5.',  301 

Plymouth,  Mass  ill 

Plymouth  C  o  1  o  n  y ,   Pi]  _^  r i  rii 

Fathers  !  .'.  093 

Ph-niouth,  Council  of.  71S 

I'lympton,  .\I,-iss  <3-tG 

Ply  It]  p  t  on ,  SlnO  )n  el  ,350 

Pocasset,  S(iua%Y  sachem  of.  141 

I'ocumtuck    (Deerfield,  Ala.ss.) 

2.N  130 

Pocuititucks.  the  ....31,  32,  31 

Poiiit  Lookom.  iid  470,  48S 

Police  391,  0,t;2,  09-1,  099 

I'olicc  benevolent  txsiu\  700 

Pulice  signal  fio.") 

Pollard,  "Dallas  M  710 

Polls  163.  232,  2."!-.  391.  542 

Pomeroy,  Capi  266,  207 

Ebenezer  42,  71,  72,  722 

Hleazar  222 

Josiah  163,  17;".  20.",  21. > 

237,  240,  252.  G3;;.  729 

Pcmrtacan  .32 

Pomphrett  103 

Pond,  Abiathar  102.  421,  57.'- 

Abralimn  2*^4 

Calista  57S 

Henrv  4+8.  !-50.  464 

+65,  467,  4.6.S,  5+9.  550, 

075,  730 

llcnrv  &  Co...  .54  0 

Herbert  405 

Jonathan  162,  214.  2.S4,  599 

Phineas  42S 

Thankful  51 19 

&  Coolidiq:e  3.50.  57S 

Poiid',s  block  ,  +G7,  550.  ORO 

Poole,  Edward  422,  G59 

George  K  5S2 

Poor,  Enoch  170,  i;i+ 

22G,  577 

Willi.'iiT!  09G.  7o2 

Poors  brigade  221,  231,  235 

236.  23tj 

Poor's  reeimeiit  18i>.  212,  213 

Pope,  John  B.  +30 

Pope's  HXmy  +9.3 

Poplar  Springs  Church  10,  +08 


l'o])ulatifjn  of  Keeuc.  ..1  5.1,  16o,  201 
202.  27.S.  2i»l.  300.  349.  371 
^;77.  301.  410.  +23.  429.  +33 
+3'1,  4+3,  }-5!»,  +0?-.  515.  535 
542.  631,  6S3,  GSl.  603.  7*i5 

Porter,  .Mr  15S 

Koy.'illl  533,  5.3  0  530,  .3+7 

5G2.  63(),  700 

Sav.-yer  .153 

Silas'  ,  2+0 

Portfolio.  t)ie  ,725 

Port  Roval.  S.  C  4,^6 

Portsmoiith,  X.  II. ..0,  ,54-,  103,  106 
100.  120.   152,  157.  100,  103 
104,  167,  160,  17-h,  17;o  P.17 
354,  359 

Postap;e  ,.  29.'^-  'dS's 

Postal  d el  i T er y  090 

Postinir  tijjijlers  377 

Po.stniasttT  !  292,  297,  330.  .''.41 

3+0,  30.4,  374.  393!  +3+,  436 
+41,  447,  453,  409,  535,  555 
560.  509,  570,  582,  OOS,  010 
041.  081,  G82.  090,  092,  093 
(i07,  70O,  701 
Postoffice,..297.  301,  307,  339,  +36 
+4 J.  +53,  535,  6S8,  0.S9,  701 
Fo^t  rider, .2+7,  2+8,  290,  292,  311 

Post  route  247,  290.  292.  29.s 

31 1.  337,  3+4,  303 

P<<tash  ,'ind  peari'is.ii  works  285 

307,  335.  306,  577 

Potash  hill  3(S6,  5.5+ 

Potato  rot  +41 

Potter,  Caijt  07 

Gen  '.  I'O  +96 

PotterT  2S2,  530,  fisi,  6S3 

.['otind'  52.  135,  276,  3!  1 

Poverty  lane  1+S.  159,  .'iOl,  6+0 

P  o      1 ,  J  .a  m  es  0  s  2 

P'ower,  Isaac  21,  +1 

Jnbu  K..  545,  697 

Pratt.  ;\llc!i  309 

Capt  206,  207 

Edwin   P  +83 

Frank  G  138,  GSS 

Marv  578 

Alr..^  +00 

Freckle.  William  H  +S3 

Prentice,  Nathaniel  S.,222,  205,  260 

Prentiss.  Corinna  63 7 

Dianthn  (>.'17 

Kdrnund  0>;;7 

George  A  521,  037 

J.;1n!  303,  304,  3+2.  306,  368 

375.  '.■,'>.  379,  3.s;>,  392,  393 
+!(!!  +1)7,  +0.S,  +1';,  +54,  +55 
401.  520.  53+.  5+7,  5+S,  030 
637.  0+7,  675,  (576,  077,  0,73 
079,  725 
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Prentiss.  Joliti  \V  4-rj4-,  (')'17 

Panitlri  ~ 

I-imcU.  M  117 

S.  S  <iil5 

Willinm  n  630,  To'.' 

I'rescotl   (.■nllst)  «'•■'-'•■'■ 

FJ  <L 1 1<  /t  i  W.t  I 

I(uias  2-4-0,  r,t.-> 

M.-iry  Oni) 

S.'niiUfl  ,"">(>,  ,")S7 

Willinm  ]>1.  l.si',  1,s.'! 

iS'".,  1S7,  1>:S,  l,s;).  I'.il 

Prescott's  re.uiinieiit  1  s',) 

Presidfiiiial  ck-clinn  ."1  G 

I'rcssler,  Christian  l-.S.'i,  ~i'2.<) 

Pridcanx,  Geii  1  •'50 

PrieKl,  Eleazav  8." 

lilvin  P  700 

Josepii  21.  .^)2 

Prirtie,  Josiiua  ."J^O 

Olive  400 

Princeton,  battle  cif  21.3 

Prindcll,  John  !^  ',i\2 

Priutiiiff  office  .'J07,  30S.  302 

3!.»3.  I3.'> 

Prison  street  11'.).  14  0.,  3,^3 

Prison  street  ecmeterr  21)1),  307 

Probate  distrieis  2*'>2 

Proctor,  John  541 

Proprietors'  inceTin<4..22.  23,  25,  20 
27,  36,  37.  3f),  40,  41,  4.'!.  44 
4.".,  49.  ."D.  r,2,  54.  57.  .">0,  Gu 
Gl,  03.  0.S,  77.  lii.S,  10;*,  112 
134.  147.  150.  17.4.  155.  370 
377,  55C>.  721 
Proisty,  !ni  P.... 542.  070.  0,^0.  720 
Provincial  t  oiu-rntion  o!  (lejm 

ties.  160 

Public  imi>rf!vci!ieiits.  list  o>f  73o 

Puffer,  Timothy  49,  52.  5.3,  00 

William  '.  21.  22,  20,  720 

I'uliard,  Jfilin  S9 

Pntnatii,  Charles  1  43r> 

Edwin  F  512 

Israel  120,  1S1 .  185.  l.SO 

1.V7.  Iss,  ISO,  lUO,  l!il.  105 
503.  574.  5.--0 

Setli  73 

Putnam's  division  230 

Putney  12G 

Putney  nieailows,'  (Great  Mead- 
ows)  G5 

Oiiebec  ....OS.  SI.  82,  ,s3.  .S4.  SO,  S" 
121.  130,  131.  132 

Ouecn  Anne's  war  34 

Oxieet)  Vielori.a  G41 

(jnimby,  Kev.  Mr  454 

Ojuincy,  J  20 

losial).  [r  457 

Mayor  445 


(Jliinetticnt  31 

'jniim,  Charles  ,\  40() 

.S.amnel  S  470.,  4n5,  4SS,  400 

( jninnapin  1 41 

Ouinnelituek  3 1 

kahu,  William  501.  520 

William  j  483 

Railroad  and  industrial  deveioi)- 

nient  430-4f.S 

Railroad  commissioners  099 

Railroad  j^ratnitv  bonds  53.5 

Railroads.  415,  437,  439,  440 

447,  44S 

Railroad  station  100,  442 

443,  444 

Kaimbnult,  old  87 

Raiinbault,  Pierre  ,83.  84,  85,  86 

87,  8'J,  90,  92,  132,  140 

Rain,  heavy  frdl  of  532 

Kaiston,  Abner  214 

Alexander  222,  270,  290,  3ol 

307,  308,  341,  303,  545,  546 
572,  587,  638 

Alexander  (Mrs.)  638 

Alexander,  Ir  340,  507,  638 

Ann  G38 

Klizabeth  638 

liann.ali  638 

jatncs  P  34G,  638 

Janet te  .572,  638 

icanctte  303 

"Mary  (Mrs.  H.  Dunbar). .587,  038 

Xane\-  340,  507,  638 

Robert  587 

Sarah  341,  638 

William  638 

&  P.ond  340.  5G7 

Ralston's  distillery  307,  308 

Ralston  street  638 

Ralston  tavern  223,  276,  282 

285,  292,  305,  307,  342.  383 
410,  578,  G3S 

Ranisdell,  Aquilla  352 

Engene  C  683 

Rand,  Eiisha  684 

Isaac  021,  690 

fonathan  430 

T.  C.  &  Co  542 

Thomas  C  674,  678,  713 

Wareham  439 

William  II  507 

Randall,  Stephen  699 

Stephen  L  694 

S.  L  460 

Ransom,  Trueinatr  R  443 

Rajjpahannock  Station  478 

Ravine,  Kate  Tyler  707 

Rawson,  .\lanson  425 

Jose])h  7o 

Ray,  Reuben  507 
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Ray,  Robert  A  703 

Raymond.  sVeorije  S  SiDT 

William  ..naT 

Read,  C'irric  E  7{>;),  71<J 

A I  a  11  uf  £i  ct  a  r  1  u  g  C .-  >    |  j  a  »5  y  ( >  u  4- 

Reading,  ihiys  ....G'i'! 

Ream's  Station,  notion  nt  -I-N9 

Rehekah,  detTft.-  of  o')!) 

Kelifkali  state  a^simlAy  7<)3 

Kecei x'i ng  tomb  .'j.' ; i i 

Recniitinj4  oflices  504,  ."10 

Kedding-Loii,  Is^rtbeHa  li  o'.ts 

Red  Men,  Order  of.  GOf,,  71  + 

Red  store  3M'> 

Reed,  Abi,iraii  (Iliiids)  G-id 

Hinds.'.".  64(1 

James  .ISO,  \S12,  Is?,,  Iss 

ISO,  194.  20.^,  21.">.  240.  :.i)'J 
6;SS-040 

fames,  fr  GM) 

].  MasoH  Gn.",  70i* 

fobn  A  4'JG 

"Miss  :-U'}'.  :>w 

Salonia  G4(»,  003 

Sr-iJDuej  103,  1'07 

Sylvarins  640 

WiUiani  ,500 

Reed's  brigade  2'- i8 

Reed's  Ferry  14  . 

Reed's  reijimein  174,  1.S1,  1S4 

11»2.  Vj:>,  212 

Ecsister  of  deeds  347.  002,  Gb2 

Registry  of  deeds  ...347 

Reiioboth  (Attlel>oro),  .Mass  ,570 

Kesd,  George  221,  oS2 

Mary  (Woodhura)  G.S2 

Reid'.s  regiment,..  23o 

Reme'ie,  John  201 

Kerniiigtoii.  loii.'itiian  1 

Reno,  Gen„.^  493 

Reno's  division...  493 

Reriouf,  Edward  A  404,  472,  690 

702.  700,  714 

Eeprescnt;-.tive.s  ,  539.  674.-676  : 

Representatives,  house  <>f...203,  2,'{4 
237,  240,  250 

Seservoir,  Bcecii  hill  'G.s 

Revere.  Paul  1G7,  171,  545 

Revolution.  American,  soldiers 

of  .3N0,  399.  405,  417,  420 

421,  423,  430,  432,  43-'^,  441 
562.  500,  577,  579,  5S5,  5S7 
5,S,S,  590.  593.  594,  599,  013 
614,  G2S,  G30.  0,36.  63S.  039 
r>.4(;,  641,  055.  BOS,  7f),s 

Revolntiouary  rf)i!s  1  74 

Kevokitionarv  war  50,  lOiU 

169.-254,  250.  5^5 

Rewards...  Oho,  703,  70« 

RcTiiolds,  Eli  \V.....  512 


Reynolds  (or  Runnels),  naniei. 

24G.  204 

Klioile  Jsiand  32,  55,  17t!,  238 

Kboile  I^bnid  e;'U!i';iign  ,  230 

Rhode  Island  x'oitiHteer  battery. .477 

Rhode  Island  \'<:)ls.  4-7T 

Kice,  Charles  174.  191.  194,  22f) 

3>4,  4  21 

Isaac,  ..,  ...sO 

joHas  C  Gss,  0>y 

,Min;irn  (Airs.)  421 

Fcier....  103.  204.  240 

Ralph  91 

Wdliani  ~^  )\i 

Richards,  Get>rfjre  H...44,S,  451,  MW, 
570,  G59,  000.  075 

■Sanj«c]  1  74 

Kichanis's  block  527 

Richardsois,  .A  l;it;ai]  041 

AnH)S  (Dr.).,.!;  642 

-Vn-fOS  (.sou  of  fiandllai)  G42 

.•\tnos  ("  tlic  giniu  ")  042 

As.a....,  53,  97,  107 

Barzi!].'!.  7C>9 

Ba  rzilLri  042 

David  L  512 

En  270.  2^8 

3O0.  042 

Kri  (son  of  Bnrzillai)  642 

Ezekiel  642 

George  B  501 

Geortje  D  512 

lames  040 

"i runes  F  ,  4.S.3 

joel  F......  042 

loliii  107 

"joseph  2S,  37,  50.  53,  GO,  M 

.^■s.  89,  97 

Josiah  157,  159,  102,  204 

205,  21t\  220,  232,  237.  24(t 
245.  25o,  253,  270,,  27,'^,  2,s4 
285,  287,  2HS.  290,  292,  2oG 
300,  301,  3' .•2.  3(»7.  3O10  310' 
361,  384,  443,  40(1.  021..  04o 
041,  OGO,  071,  672,  074,  079 

josiah  (Mrs.)  4uG 

josiah,  Jr....  641 

Jtistiis  S  501 

3, 1 ,a r \'  Lord  0, G 7 

Mosea  ..lt!7 

Paul  222 

Ke '  )ecca  ( P.ea  m n  n )  041 

Sally,....  566 

;>am!ie!  0,42 

S.-im«ei  C  483 

Sarah  (Fowlc)  ,  0,4'.) 

Skinner  8c  1  ):!V  540 

Solonjorj  49.  50,  5;: 

Thomas  042 

Walter  U  701 
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Ricli;n-(ls(>n's    divisinn,  SccfiMil 

.'irmv  c<)r])S  J •^'^ 

Kiclirirdsnii  ln-\cni  4^'.l 

Richmond  ..  KM-,  l^'Ul,  -'.>\.  Cii'),  4-So 
Kichni"iiii,  c'ljitiirc  "L.-l'J'J,  .",L'r>,  <>ri'.i 

KiclniK'Uil      fn.-i<Hfrs  -^'lO 

Ri(i<;\v;.v  .'v  i.'ockwood  TiS') 

Rieys,  TJirmias  14-S,  140 

Kiltv,  M.-nihi  512 

Midiuel  512 

Kiudi^e  56,  Oy,  172,  180,  19G 

227,  235,  3GS 

Riudgc,  jolni  54- 

Riiits,  George  W  470,  523 

Riot  /.  4.4-4,  44-5,  G82 

Ripley,  BrirreU  5-1-7,  5-1-8,  6lM) 

Risint;,  Gcorpfc  3G  !-,  621 

Rising  SxJii  Lodtre,  Xo.  -1-,  A.  F. 

.'t  A.  M,...'  540,  587 

Rising  Sun,  Dewsr'njter  .300 

30-i-.  647 

River  street  /OS 

Road  roller  (steam)  696 

Roads,  earh-  50,  00.  113,  114 

135,  146,  147,  173,  175,  272 
2S5,  ,301.  31.G,  556 
Koad  to  R<iston...OO,  173,  285,  34G 

Road  TO  tlie  river  GO 

Road  to  Townscud  41 

Roanoke  islaiid  7,  402,  403,  5()2 

Roaring  liroo]:  552.  600,  70'^ 

Koliiiins.  L'jiroliTie  II  650 

Ebenczcr  272,  277,  305,  310 

553,  672 

Gilhert  431,  -454,  5.39 

Gilbert  (Mrs.)  44-4 

Isaiah,  Jr  4-00,  523 

Thomas  SO,  12.S 

Robhins"s  rnill,  Ehenezer  394 

Rohlntis's  iniiiistrv  539 

Robert,  lohn  '  SO 

Roberts,'  H.  S  G4S 

Daniel  C  12 

Kohertson,  Lawson  1.59 

KobiTis.  Joseph  E  700.  714 

Robinson,  Charles  637 

Jonathan  34-0 

Lieut.  Col  100 

Prescott  54-9 

Rev.  Dr  561 

Robinson  fnrm,  cemetery  at   44-0 

Roliinsoi)  house  244 

Roby,  Charles  490 

Rochester,  Mass  644 

Rochester.  N.  H  76,  79 

lRock!n.<^l-..-un  117,  193,  194 

K ocki n. !i a rn  coa nl \-  157 

KocK-A'Oi)ri,  HTiKhn.'.  425 

-^iary  57S 

Nathaniel.. 21,  22.  26,  2S,  37,  720 


'  lioi^-ers,  lolin  97,  107 

Robert  116 

!0>;;ers's  rai];t;ers  574 

KoUe,  Susan..  61  S 

Uoller  llcariiij,'  and  Iif|uij)ii)ent 

Ci^inpany  706 

Rollins,  Gov  703 

Roman  CatlKjlic  chiircli  54-i-,  545 

603,  694,  695,  728 

.  Root,  Biisha  21,  22,  26,  27,  28 

i  41.  42,  62,  720 

!      George  b"  -4-GS 

j      George  S  41 H 

Ross,  Washington  B  476 

i      Willian!  W  507 

;  Roswell,  flenry  71S 

;  Round V.  Franklin  \V  512 

Rowell,  Clark  F  697,  707 

Ko\vlands<»n,  Mary  (Mrs.)  141 

Rowley,  Ciinada  56 

Rowley,  Mass  559 

Koxburv,  Mass  171,  176 

Roxlniry,  N.  H  5,  299,  361 

Koyaj  nav\'  106 

Rovalton  raid  041 

Royalton,  Vt  2-44,  245,  641 

i  Ruflle,  Benjamin  F  470,  483 

i      Charles  4S3 

j      George  4S3 

Josiah  47G,  4S3 

1      Snmtie!  ....484 

S,-aniiel  H  -476 

I  Rngg,  Charles  E  .507 

Daniel  67 

Flias  307,  435 

Elizabeth  667 

Alartha  W  621 

Nathan  162,  204,  222 

Sewall  F  512 

Rwggles,  Ste})hen  Preston  GS4 

Runiford.  N.  11  14 

Runaway  cars  681 

Rural  ImproYement  Society  689 

Russell,  Alonzo  B  476 

Aqinlla  194 

Burton  C  714 

Charles  L  697 

Charles  1-.  &  Sons  709 

Elizabeth  G49 

George  F  476 

George  H  542 

Ira  W  685,  686 

lames  W  501,  513 

Margerv  622 

Thomas  6-19 

I't  Mellen  542 

Rnssellville  495 

Rust.  John  P  702,  707,  708 

Rutland  Citv  band  712,  713,  716 

Rnttcr,  Ruth  611 
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R3"n.ri,  Denis 
John  


A., 


..545  '  Sdiooicraft.  Henrv  K  


Willirim  51,^', 

Sabbath  scliool  lilirarv.,,....  .|,(i:s 

Sabin,  John  4  2,5,  5,s',j 

Sackett,  lja1f-breed  91 

Sady,  Samuel  21,  22,  23,  2."..  2(1 

2>.  nr,  41,  nOO,  720 

Safe,  iirst  town  4, 1 2 

SafFord,  Leavitt  ,~>is 

Major  ....228 

Salem,  .Mas.s  ..IM 

Salmon  dam  i;;y 

Salter,  .Antoine  |.84r 

SarasOii,  B.  G  433 

Sanborn,  Peter  491 

.'t  Hubbard  541 

Sand  hill  ....3.'7 

Snnford  hall  5r)2 

Satig:er,  2ibner  ,  162,  2l)5 


Eleazar  lOi 


107,  lis,  i;]5 
162.  237,  671 

Marj'  646 

Khoda  i;5s 

Saratoga  2*7 

Sargent,  Paul  Dudley  i;t2,  103 

562.  !;4fi 

Sartwell,  Obadiah  73,  b7,  'j5 

Sartwell's  fort  65 

Sa  vage  Sta  t  i  o  n  .....488 

Sawiuill  20,  27,  2S.  45,  G2,  70 

102,  113,  134.  201,  307.  301» 
310,  352,  566 

SawnsiH  plain  .45 

Saw^-e  r ,  C b ,'i  rles  082 

Cliarles  C  51  7 

Dauiei  H  401.  404,  691 

Josiah  363,  392,  4-10,  454 

056,  673 

Nelson  N  453.  504.  507, 

674, 

Willard  J  

Sawyer's  Crossing  138 

Sawyer  tavern  ......299,  347,  363 

4-33,  656 

Saxe,  John  G.....  457 

Scales,  I acob  5 1 5 

■Scanimell.  Alexander  20S,  21S 

Scammeli's  reiriment  212,  213 

217,  221,  230 

Scarborou,tfh,  frigate  1  '57 

Scarlet  fever  epidemic  705,  706 

Schaghticol^es,  the.. ...... .30,  34,  1  l-S 

Schoenbein,  Ma KimilHan  ..527 

Scholars'  Arithmetic  ..........557 

Scliolrtrs,  nmnlter  of.  -US 

School  coiamittees.  fij'st  16.3,  170 


673 
682 
.704 


6i4.4,  i>45. 

La  wrence  .';66, 

i<z  Rpragne  .3(;7, 

ScJiooi  districts  156,  ir>.3, 

299,  33s,  4-04.,  6..^',), 

Schoolfaouscs,  first  2 S 2 , 

,8eh(;.()l  lands,  glebe ....  1  <  >7,  327, 

Sebool  lot  ...21.  60 

Schools  16,  43,  149,  151. 

154,  2,82,  289,  293,  295, 
332,  ;;33,  338,  330,  34fi, 
403.  414.  417. 

706. 


371,  381, 

426.  427,  444, 
Schools,  sujiport  of.. ..163, 


r 


643 
294 
724 
307 

.  61 
152 
307 
3C5 
425 
724 
243 
298 


i43,  2.:.i- 


387 


■7.  3s4 

400,  403 


246.  250,  252.  296,  294. 
300,  303.  306,  333.  311,  373 
444,  542,  724 

Sciiool  street  301 

Schiirz,  Carl   .....r>,35 

Schuyler,  Gen  219,  226, 

Scotch  Highlanders  

Scotch  Irish  323, 

Scotland  (in  Swatizey)  

Scott,  Charles  '491.  4-92, 

Charles  (Mrs.)  

Elisha  

John  

Kendal!  C  538,  676, 

Waitstill  

William  

Scott's  arrcy  

Scripture,  Charles  701 . 

Scripture  farm  

Scaler  of  wei.gbts  and  meiisisres. 

Seamans,  Aaron  338, 

343, 

Scars,  John  

Sebastian,  Bd^vard  P  

S.-smnel  

William,  Jr  

.Secession,  ordinance  of.  

Secessionviile  

Second  baria!  district  

Second  Maryland  regimcHt  

493, 

Second  New  Hampshire  regi- 
ment (militia)  ,...179, 

Second  X.  H,  Vols  6,  476- 

4SS,  503,  .->i»8. 

Second  Kegiiiient  liand  

Selectmen  671 

Semi-centennial,  the  Barstow  53;3 

534.  727 

Seneca  lake  239 

Senecas.  ihe  238,  239 

Scmieff,  William  69  7 

Senter,  Joseph  206 

Sentinel"  office  308,  342,  393,  407 


039 
171 
324 
,121 
493 
493 
134- 
..89 
681 
219 
1 92 
443 
7(i6 
642 
341 
31-i 
.  >  7  7 
343 
421 
501 
521 
513 
469 
486 
299 
....S 
494 

359 
485 
710 
<;8-i. 

■674 
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Sniiini'l  ri  iiitiiiii  C(iin|)riiiT...'l ,  542 
T*)l',  71'.' 

S<.'-' in  icriiu  lillial  I,  TO'.I,  7Hj 

711i-731 

Sessions,  llrmiial)  .")H9 

Scllltrs.  (•.•nl\'..,.li'i,  i7,  IM,  '.M'l- 
Ml",  ■■'•>~^'-i, 

:,(■.:;,  .'(.4-.        72!,  722 

Sc-ttJcrs,  rcinni  of  ttie..S)G-l  1  ^,  722 

Seven  d.-.vs'  {iulu  478 

Seventccii'tli  x'  H.  V.-ls  !7.S,  502 

Sc\'cnteei)tli  rnileil  Strifes  In- 
fantry  <)4-7 

Scventccnti)  Vcrniom  \'()ls  490 

Seventh  Day  Ail  vent  Society  72S 

Seventy-first  ^ilew  York  Vol>  477 

Sever.'inee,  S.'itiriiel  A  092 

Se\v;ircl,  Itavid  *>'.>0 

losinh  L  704,  714 

'Wiliiani  II  G;-15 

Sewerage,  W.'iriti'^'s  hysleui  <>f...<'i54 
(i.'-G,  CS7,  002,  794 

Sewers  5a5,  *Jht>,  t>87,  <>91,  69 

695,  7<t.>  ; 

Scvmoiir,  lienrv  41  f> 

Sham  jlght  '.  r!42,  349,  370 

Sh a] il cy ,  T h ori-; as  303 

Sharpshooters  51D 

Shaw  Brothers  

Shaw,  John,  2d  092 

Shedd.'CharJes  _\V  521- 

Shcepi,  marks  of.  104 

Shellev,  Kocua...r,97,  G9S,  G99,  702  ] 

Shellv",  Joseph  410 

R  43?..  449 

Robert  410.  430 

k  vSawytr  404,  40G,  527 

Shenandoah  \'al!ey  51  S 

Shcjiard,  James.  200 

Sherfey's  peach  orchard  479 

Slieridan's  Army  of  the  Shen- 
andoah  509 

Sheridan's  cami>aign  518 

Sherman,  Gen  .".  -1-94,  495 

^iorgan  J  542,  543 

Thomas  W  486 

Sherwin,  Horace  E  4S4 

Thomas  590 

Sherwood,  lohn  007 

Marv  E."W  710 

Shields,'  Gen  G35 

Shinborn,  :^iark..527,  528,  529,  697 

Shirlev,  Gen  liy 

Got  G5,  7G,  84,  SO.  117 

Shirtiiff,  Benoni  342,  379 

Shoe  dealers  400,  541 

Shoema)<ers  4-1+ 

Shoemakers'  strike  708,  709 

Sli  r i o  Icy ,  C h  ar ]es  676 

Siamese  twins  428  . 


Sickles,  Gen   17,s,  479 

Sieu'e  of  r.(.sti)n  1S7 

Silslpy,  i».  I',.  X:  Co  510 

Fh^reiiee  715 

O/.i.as  290 

SindiHn,  Sieiir  S3,  85,  .SO,  87 

8',).  '.»().  92 

Simes,  William  W,  120 

Simmons,  David  285,  3,07,  089 

David  .\  2s5,  402,  (189 

Simmons  finu)  402,  G89 

Simnis,  Capt  70 

Siiij^intr,  instrnction  in  340,  377 

Sixteenth  N.  H.  Vols  514 

Sixth  X.  n.  Vols  7,  8,  490-501 

.504.  505,  508,  692 
Sixth  reE;iinenl  (militia)  195,  289 

349,  357,  416.  437 

Skeene,  Co!  227 

Skeeiishoro  (Whiieliall)  207,  208 

Sketelies,  biot;raphic;d  555- 

070,  732 

Skinner,  Azro  V>  534,  G99 

Barton  388 

Conijjany,  A.  I?  G99 

Francis,  &  Co  598 

Sladc,  John  194 

Slate,  S.  W  092 

Slaves  291,  329,  376 

Slociim,  Simon  593 

Siylield,  Andrew  (1  j  276 

Andrew  (2)  476 

Daniel   513 

Franklin  513 

James  507 

Sm:dl  i>ox..200,  207,  208,  213.  214 
294,  705 

Smart,  James  H  530 

Smead,  Mercv  029 

Samuel  '.  629 

Smeed,  Pbebe  607 

Wilham  21.  28,  36,  37,  38,  39 

42,  43.  44,  50,  51.  53,  54,  59 
GO,  62,  SO,  .88,  97,  103,  107 
108,  109,  110,  111.  112,  113 
114,  129,  134,  154,  G07,  671 

Smith,  Asa  682,  090,  706 

Bctsev  434 

Capt.'.  372 

Chief  J  nstice  345 

Dr  242.  347 

Elij.nh  131 

Gcirit  500 

lames  H  494.  501,  520 

"jeremiah  303,  348.  650,  663 

John  E  707 

John  H  711 

John  0  682 

Jonathan  2ol 

Jonathan  K  431 
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Smith,  Luther.. ..20G,  307  308  .34-1 
3+2,  302,  413.  432.'  632 

IMarcus  M..  51 

Marv  I)  473 

Mt)scs  267 

Xath.Tn  052 

Richard  jiy'j 

Robert   •T>7 

Roval  \V  51.-; 

Samne!  52,  .53,  107,  22.'> 

Samuel  \l  487,  513,  520 

Thomas  292 

William  51.3 

&  Rriggs  .-jrt.S 

Snow,  Daniel  ...1B3.  I'On.  23i! 

Daniel.  Jr  211,  21S 

Sodal  Book  Chib  .....450 

Social  Friends  Lodire,  Xo.  42, 

A.  F.  &  A.  .M.V..54C.  .547.  704 

Social  Gazette  024 

Social  Librarv  309,  40S 

Society  for  the  Propagation  of 

the  Gospel  4s»3 

Sogkonate.  squaw  sachem  of.  31 

Soldiers'  aid..  471,  472,  4S5,  503 

514,  515,  525,  520 

Soldiers'  Aid  Society  472,  47.3 

Soldier's  Fortune  .,  245 

Soldiers'  hospital...  140 

SoIIey,  Samuel  ,  ...103 

Sons  of  New  Hamjishire  4-77 

Sons  of  the  American  R  e  v  o  1  u  - 

tion  709,  710 

Sons  of  Veterfnjs  71.3  ■ 

Sore!  riTer  SO,  87 

S^'ubegai]  West  14  ; 

Soule,  Miss  444  ; 

Soule,  Pierre  (535  ■ 

Southern  confederac}-  409 

Sovitheni  states  40i0 

South  Fladlev  caunl  lottery  33<S 

South  Keene  Company  70.3 

Soutli  Keeue  j>ostofBce  002 

South  -Mountain,  battle  of.... .8,  4SS  ; 

494,  5o4  : 

South  Sea.  13 

Southwick,  Jonathan  21  : 

Soiithworth,  ,\1vra  F  70.".  I 

Orliii  K,  484 

SpaiTord.  jolni  09 

Spain  !  100  ' 

Spa  Iter,  John  If  400,  004 

Wilton  H  540 

Spanish-American  war  72f* 

S]%^rhawk,  George. ....379,  385,  3n0 

Thomas  3s)2 

Timothv  5.3 

&  Davis  350,  301,  634 

Spau1din;j\  I>auphin  513  ■ 

lienrv  0  299.  445,  704  i 


Spauldin;:'.  Aliinn  I)  484 

Sy  i  ■,■  es  t  «■ . . . ,  „   7 1  >  4.- 

Speucer,  (korge  R,  084 

Is;tac  .X..  ,  ..........297,  587 

Robert. ..102,  204,  21!,  214,  220 

&  Co  .'  ...540 

hz  Sons  541 

Sjiinriey  house  atid  shop  3r»7 

Spofford,  Asa  128 

Spivttsylvain.a  Court  House. ..9,  497 

Spra^ne,  D.-iviii  045 

Edward  ,.337 

Edward  (.Mrs.)  338 

Eliy.abeili  305,  381.  405,  571 

dUu.  597.  G45 

Frank  L  530,  092 

.Mc-cy  (Hexter)   044 

-Xathanie!  3.00.  377,  381,  Osi 

405,  571 .  013.  015 

Xoah  (i44 

Fekij  203,  285,  203,  303 

305.  300,  3(*7,  405,  548,  582 
030,  031,  044,  045.  072,  074 
076,  729 

Rev.  Mr  ..232 

S.  Iletiry  5o7 

Sprake,  Nicholas,  Jr  21 

'  Sprini;,  jcjsejjh  W..  484 

;      William  H  479.  484 

I  SpriDiifield,  Alass. ...... 23.  28,  29.  32 

i  130,  l.'il,  240 

'  Springfield,  Vt  207 

Sprout,  Miciiacl  20.5,  21  1 

:  8(ji!ash  130 

Sqnawkhcag  (Korthfield).  Ab-iss...29 

30,  31 

^  Squawkheass,  the  30,  32,  33,  .'54 

08,  99,  118 

Stackpoie       Phelps  439 

Stages,  mail  303,  400,  427 

Stani].  act  10«O,  1  04 

Standard  Oil  Company  .....090. 

Standard  lime   0  8  T 

Siaulcy,  Charles  A  .,  711 

S ta n w ood,  William  2 1)7 

Sta|des,  lienrv  M  51.3 

Stark,  lohn...'  110,  132,  174,  170 

177,  179.  l^«i,  182,  1V3.  1S5 
180,  1^7,  IS8,  In".!.  I'.iU,  lol 
192.  194,  195,  213,  224,  225 
220,  2-7,  228.  229,  239,  248 
577,  OOH 

ibjlHe  228 

William  110 

Stark's  regiment..!  74,  187,  lO'O,  192 
194,' 195,  200.  212,  213,  010 

Stark's  staff  ,  22') 

Starkc}-.  John  W  542 

Jo.seph  S  5ol,  52(1 

Lewis  W  .■  0>'.,i5 
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Starkweather.  Fran);  H  r,S2 

Oeorjre  C  I'.'l.  5(11 

^,c()rJ^t•  F  

Statia  IS.  23,  71'.',  7-'() 

Statia  fnini  .  720 

Statia  inoimiricnt  IS,  120 

Statute  L-nv  of  Kcenc..lO«-200,  2-4-2 

Stay,  Charles    ■4-7(j 

Si,  P.fni.ird's  c]nncli..54-5,  69-1-.  G95 
St.  l'.lc-iii..S3.  S,-,.  SO,  S7,  89,  90,  92 

Si.  Cl.-iir,  Geii  221 

,St ea 111 cT  eo m ])a ii \'  

Steamer  house  G.sS,  09." 

Steamer  Daniel  Webster  509 

Steamer  (ieori^e  Pcahcnly  4-93 

Steamer  Loui.siana  -1-92 

Steamer  M;irtlia  Orcenwdnd  -t92 

Steamer  West  I'oint  49?, 

Stennu)l.iile  Comimnv  of  Anier- 

ka  ."  70.J 

Stearns.  Arba  T  707 

Charles  F  501 

Davi.l  P.  710 

Hbeiiezev  S  094 

Eliza  .595 

lonatli.'iu  4-21 

Sarah  025 

Stearnses,  the  55-}- 

Stearns".-,  hill  55.3 

Stehhins.  Asahel  129 

Asahei  (Airs.)  129 

Zeiiuloii  127 

Steek,  Frederick  476,  513 

Siedman,  Saniue]  S  549 

Steele,  Hii/.aljcth  063 

Gov  443 

lohn  359,  575.  001 

John  11  ..5  1-S 

Ste%-ens,  Aaron  ]■''  474 

Charles  S5 

Edward  K  4,S4 

Efios  1)5 

(irand  AIa.ster  549 

Henry  ,S9 

Josiah.  Jr  470 

Mtrev..."  03,0 

Phiricas  05,  69,  73.  74,  75 

77.    78,  79,  SS,   90,  93,  95 
117,  lis 

Stevens  fire  alarm  svstcm  6S8 

Stever.stowii  {Salisburv).  N.  H..116 
nS,  120 

Stewart.  Reuben  4G1,  533,  545 

fj.S3,  09,3.  095 

St.  Francis  river  125,  131 

St.  Franeis  tribe,  Indians  34,  08 

99,  118.  131 

Stickney.  Col  220,  228 

Sliles,  Ambrose  .-\  524 

Elizabeth  508,  040 


Stik-s,  Ivzra  202,  263,  209 

Jacob  03O,  046 

"iercmiah  1.54,  102.  173,  177 

190,  191,  192.  193,  194,  195 
204,  21  K  215.  210,  218.  232 
2.';3,  234,  2.35,  239,  253,  258 
274,  278,  281.  284.  288.  291 

300,  300,  307,  548,  502.  508 
02S,  072,  074,  678,  679,  730 

Jeremiah,  Jr  040 

|ohu  270 

Jolm  W  046 

Joseph  307,  046 

Lester  K  524 

-Marv  (rlan.  of  Jeremiah)  046 

Marv  (Mrs.)  046 

Sliles'.s  eonipanv  174,  190,  191 

192,  193,  205,  279 

Stillman,  J.  PI.  &  Co  6.S5 

Stillwater,  battle  of  229 

Stilson.  William  206 

Stinson.  Robert  491 

St.  ]amcs'  F.piscopal  chnrch..ll,  12 

301,  403.  404,  4G5.  5-t4,  645 
657,  682.  083.  GSfl,  (590,  692 
695.  69S,  702,  703,  704,  728 

St.  Jolm,  David  524- 

St.  John's  Conneil,  No.  4,  R. 

&  S.  Masons  54S 

St.  Johns,  Ouebcc  133 

St.  JoJni  the  Baptist,  festival 

of.  546,  547 

St.  Lawrence  river  32,  130,  131 

Stoddard.  ]ohn  35,  04,  65 

SS,  91 

Stoddard,  N.  PI  104,  221 

Stone,  .Addison  675 

A.  1  450 

Buckley  H  G85 

Charles  I'  475 

Daniel  174,  194 

David  381 

Ephraim  238,  244 

Geor;.re  F  711 

Hiram  H  676 

Huldah  621 

Lewis  501 

Xahura  726 

Salmon  227 

Svdnev  C  490 

Warren  W  695 

William  W  513 

Stone  bridge,  Antietam  S 

Sione  brid'ses  432.  43S,  446 

Stone  crushers  694,  702 

Stone  trou,i;h  702,  70G 

Stores,  earlv  ,.2S1 

vStorms,  severe  384,  089,  698 

700,  702 

Storm  signals  688 
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Str>r_v ,  C hief  J iisiice  033 

Stoves  371.  377.  3>i.  -Jf~ir, 

Stovvell,  John  E  711 

Martin  A...  .")24: 

Strafford  county  137 

Stratbarn,  X.  H".  2u,S 

Stratton,  C  4-10,  43,4,  7'J;* 

Etisign  (lb 

F.  S."  +34,451,  542.  729 

Isaac  C,\k) 

Richard  2>f5 

St  rea  m  s  551.  553 

Streeter,  Charles  H  47G,  )->-  f 

Samuel  41  Ci 

Street  numljers  ROO,  708 

Streets,  earlv 

Beaver....".  .i14 

Boston  road  ({iakcr  street)  5'.) 

'J9,  2>o 

Cross..,  285 

Main  2S5,  3i'1 

Packersfield  road  (  Watersi.)..2N5 

Pleas.-uit  2S5.  301 

Prison  (Wn^hiTis^'-ton  stretl) ...1 1  3 
140,  2.-^5 

Roxbui-y  28,>,  301 

Waiuok  road  (School  street) 

285  .^01 

Street  sprinklirsg  h'Jl .  702,  7«i9 

Street,  the  town  c' 

Strickland,  Jedutlian  41. s 

Stronjj.  Rev.  Dr  4o5 

Stu rtc vt! nt  jiroofc  5 . i _: 

Smrtcvant,  Charles  

Cisarles  C   '>+  > 

Ciifiord  L   "i 

Cornelius  270     no  i<! 

<»}(.  f  17  (.4- 

Cornelius,  jr   ~2  '      '  ' 

Cornelius,  jr.  {Mrs  )  2.-'' 
CorncHns.  Jr.,  &:  Co  2i*'> 

Edward  H  -^''O  '4^  72-^ 

Elias  

Georqe  \X  45,    U-  4-2  i  4-7 

541.  ur  t  7  i  07-- 

Isaac  454.  iylo 

Isabella  L  ..04.S 

fohn  \V  .....513,,  53G,  G4-S,  (vi-ii 

078,  0;t4,  fi'.sa,  729 

Luke  .....647 

Lnther  048 

Lnther  (Mrs.)  «)n 

Samne!  '>4-6 

Sarah  (Boswortli)  04 / 

Sarah  (Fi.'iher)  4-47,  047 

Sudinirv.  Mass  i4 

SuflVilk "brass  band  445,  44-0 

Sullivan  county.......  157,  300 

Snllivan,  James  040 


SulHv.an,  John. ...107.  10:*,  105, 
208.  213,  2r;s,  202.  20s, 
271,  2s5, 

join-)  L.'mgdoH  

Kerrv  

AIk-Ikk;!  

Thomas  K  301,  3.07, 

400,  403.  404-,  4rin,  407, 
423.  040, 

Sullivan,  X,  H  ...72,  27s. 

Su!!i van's  Ciui3]>;ii,2n..  

Siinnnit  r<i.'id  

Sunmcr,  S.cwon  B...  

,:\]0!iZ(!  I)  484, 

.-\nna  ,  

Charles  

Clariss,a  

Cicmeni  145,  1  !-6,  147, 

154,  158,  215,  222,  251, 
.548.  012,  040, 

Cleraen  i  .A  u '4 ust ns  

David  '  484, 

lilizabeth  

Elizabeth  (Gilbert)  

Luci'in  

Salem  ,303, 

Sanrael  Gilbert......  

li.  nliam  

Suinner's  division,  .\.rin_v  of  the 

Potomac  

humter.  Kebei  cruiser  

!(.(  ok,  X.  il  14,  20.  05 

,-Mmderlanii  40, 

Mtn  ta%-ern  302,  410. 

Superintendini;  school  commit- 
tee  

SurpI  us,  n.-iliisnal  430. 

Surrv  120,  121.  122,  103. 

10»5, 

tn,  iohn  102,  205. 


200 

( ~,i'  j 
.(!49 
.513. 
,507 
.309 
408 
727 
020 
.230 


,4-84 
52ft 
.050 
,457 
0)50 
153 
402 
720 
,0.50 
t\  1 .3 
050 
,050 
(>50 
3  70 
050 
050 
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nzcT  4S.  51,  71,  110, 

110,  121,  120,  134,  135, 
227,  232.  201 .  023, 

Jiwanzey  Antifj-iKsrian  Socict}-.... 

S\v a W'/.ty  conij )a tiv  

^8^van^ey  b'ni-tory  Comj>an\-  

S\vntire_v  I-nci(»'_v  cotton  

Swanxey  Factcrn-,  water  power 
at..  

Sv,'air/,ey,  West  

Swedish  Lutheran  church  ..7(>7, 

Symes,  Wi'lham  04,  00,  70. 

8,8, 

Symonds  fund  ...0).51,  6.52, 

Svnjonds,  jolin  538.  05i.», 

080. 

John,  (Mrs.)  

Taft,  Edward   47.S. 


Ill 


42S 
431 
104 
107 
207 
270 
111 
180 
711 
140 
1  75 


134 
050 
72,8 
389 
,  80 
1  20 
088 
051 

r.88 

003 
484 
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Tnfl.,  l.-niic's  S  091.  701,  TOS 

710,  71  »• 

].  S.  <V  Co  53G.  6S1 ,  r,S7 

"M.-uiiU.-i  X  '-41 

Tan's  poitiTv  Osl ,  C)^;-! 

Tn-i;art,  loliii  31'.),  r;;;r, 

Joliii,  (Mrs.)  3.'10 

Taiiitor.  Fraiil;  L  OCi" 

Talltmt,  Charles  H  i's-t 

T.'innerv,  at  West  Keene  ."8s 

Tappan.  M.qso])  \\  474 

Tash.  Thotuas  128.  L'lO 

Taverns  2S1,  ?.',! .  3C.;'.,  370 

3S5,  3'J2,  410,  432,  433,  4-G5 
460,  .542 

Taxes  302,  303,  372.  377,  3S9 

.542.  543,  711 

Taxpayers.  ])ij;hcst....29G,  311,  331 
.384,  416,  4.';4,  450.  46S,  543 

Taylor,  Bayard  457 

Danforth  575 

Dr  571 

Father  441 

liaunali  .575 

rrcsidevil  r;:',5 

Eans<)n]  0  5n7 

Rosalinda  G4." 

Sanmel  84 

Thankful  GCl- 

Thomas  81,  S,s,  91,  92,  93 

95,  141 

Walter,  [r  42';» 

Teachers. ...1  295,  300,  33^.  340 

34S.  365,  371,  3S1,  425.  42G 
427.  G.S2,  691.  703,  724 

Teachers'  institutes  441 

Tea,  duty  on  164 

Tehbcts,  Ellen  Sever  ()n4 

Tele^'rapl)  Desjiatch  (stage  !ine)..400 

Telephone  '."■....594,  6S3 

697 

Teni|)erance  331,  436,  437 

Tenijierancc,  Sons  of.  4.50 

Tern;iiar  field  day  7o7 

Temple,  Archelnns  250 

Isaac  206 

Ko'uert  190 

Tcni  ]  )1  e  t  on ,  M  ass  5  5 

Tenant  s  w  ;m  ti  [  >  { V;  s ; '. 

Ten  Hill  farm  I'M) 

Tennessee  9 

T  e  u  n  e  \' .  W  i  1 !  i  run  G  9  6 

Tenth"  N.  H.  Vols  480,  504,  5o7 

Texas  11 

Text  hooks  333,  40(i 

Thanks<;iving  231,  252,  369 

491,  516 

Thanksiriving,  first  national  231 

T  }i  aich  er ,  Be  ly  a  TO  i  n  2 1 

Johu  G  !  ,..,,414.,  .4.f,t^ 


Thatcher,  Josejih  1G2,  174.  194 

207,  20S,  220 
Lneins  4S4 

Thavcr,  .Abbott  H  GOcS 

l-.dward  C  2S2,  701,  725,  730 

Kdward  C  (.Mrs.)  295,  5G7 

657,  706,  722,  724,  725 

Gideon  V  455,  45G,  654 

Henry  381,  392 

john  018 

fohn  A  685 

lohn  S  550 

'iMclati.ah  502 

I'amela  381 

Samuel  C  359 

Sarah  Hale  018 

Susan  lilizabcth  654 

William  H  461,  467,  50S 

513,  60S 

&  Chapin  fund  702,  725 

Thayer  library  building  701 

702,  725 

Theatricals,  first  .384 

Third  burial  district  299 

Thiril  Geor«-ia  regiment  S 

Third  .\'e\y  Hampshire  Mounted 

Infantry  486 

Third  .Kcw  llami)sliire  rejriment 

(militia)  639 

Third    New    Hampshire  turn- 
pike...337,  339,  346,  375,  385 
Tliird  X.  H.Vols..4S5.  486.  4S7,  654 

Thirteenth  X.  ii.  Vols  480,  508 

Thirteenth  rejjiincnl  (niiliti.'i)  195 

Thirty-lirst  .Maine  Vols  496 

Thirty -second  -Maine  Vols.. .496,  497 

Thomas,  Ca-,it  180 

Gen  .'.  ...206 

Isaiah  296,  725 

William  H  524 

Thom|is(ni,  Aaron  630,  673 

Anna  630 

Charles  204 

Cyrns  H  513 

Daniel  630 

Hennian  709 

Ebenezer  179 

Georpe  1  700,  706 

Henry  A  484,  520 

john"  40,  45,  352 

john  L  51S 

Svisanna  473 

Thomas  347,  352,  417,  422 

630,  073.  675 

Thomas  C  673 

Thomas,  Jr  352 

Tlnmipson-HoHston  Electric 

Company  089,  690 

Thoreau,  Henry  D  293,  587 

Henry  D's  father  587 
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131 
L'lO 

t>07 
.03  S 

4.]  8 
637 
730 
.  i-<t7 
670 
<;(S9 

730  : 


Tliorninjr,  Williani  II.  ■i,S4 

Tliornton.  Mathew  if>9,  i  7; 

T  h  o_T  ct  s .  Thomas  ,  n  - 

Throat  distemper  32.  02.  72  i 

Thurston.  James  4r;4 

William  i,;),"; 

Ticlcnor,  Georg^e.  fk.  Co  34-2 

Ticoiitleroga  S5,  ll!>,  13!), 

132', "'200,  2('s!  2ii),  210, 

TiffaiiT,  Benjatnij!  174, 

Gideon   1G3,  204.  215. 

Sylvester  

Tiger  Enp^ne  Companj-  456, 

Tiiden,  George. ...392,  408,  -i-O'J. 
422.  445,  454,  437,  4(;i, 
04.S.  G51.  67b:,  691. 

Georsre  (Mrs.)  

George  H  540,  651. 

67^, 

George  W  459,  533,  576, 

6.^3, 

Georee  W  (Mrs.)  

G,  H'.  &  Co  54(1,  G4S, 

G.  &  G.  H,  .46G, 

joscph  

Kate  L  

Laura  R  

&  Co.,  Geo  392, 

&  Colony  44 1>, 

Tiiden  scboorhouse  694.  695. 

Tilton,  A.  Y  

Liician...  440,  44s"i, 

TippccaHoe  

Titiks.  Herbert  B  470, 

T  o  ,'i  s  t  s ,  ce  n  t  c  n  rs  i  a  i  455, 

Toasts,  dedication  of  soldiers" 

ruoDument  537, 

Todd.  Capt..  

Wlliam  204,  305.  SO.'s, 

337, 

Todd's  tavern  

Tolianto  

Toleration  act  

Tolman,  Charles  

F.  L  

Tolopotomov  Creek,  battle  of. 

10. 

Tonil>erlin.,  Isaac  

Tomljs  

Totnlinson,  John  54,  53 

ToDsfield.  -\iass  559 

Tones  222.  227,  230.  237,  241 

251,  252.  253.  250) 

Torrance.  William  42G,  427,  .-2+ 

Tottei3,  James  513,  732 

Totiingham,  Charles  N  4^4 

Marvin  T  449,  464.  40G 

541,  690 

Town  brook  .....7oO 


Tov,'ri  clerks  

Tfiv.-n  dcut  

T<.^vn,  Ed-Ar  

Townc,  .\TTi.)s  , 

KHjudse.  

Fraiivis  

Fred  \V  

Marriel  Wcl'Stei 
Hosea  


.102 


....ill  I.  0/8 
,...529.  530 

 5<il 

>,  204.  21.1 
 ..GG7 

...212.  uli 
 fU»U 

 5oi 


{,SS 

G4S 
G51 
Mb! 
,087 
393 
576 
710 


G82 
3,53 
504 
456 

53S 
.,75 

309 
546 
306 
143 
303 
30)0 
509 

49S 
..21 

415 


:      hannie!  682 

1      W.-irresi  C  .693 

William  051 

Wiiliara  W  OhG 

&  .jacfcsoi)  OsO 

Town  fano  41 ,5 

,  Towi!  hall  284,  3,S'0,  391,  444 

445,  440,,  447,  4r)U.  -'yj' 

ToWT!  indicted  ,5:;  1 

:  ToAvri  nieetiu.ir,  first  723 

:  Tov>-a  oiBcers.,  G71-0.su 

Town  plat  4-8 

.  Town  resolve,  the  first  4.5<( 

i  Towns.  Charles  E  47G.  507 

i      John  3G3,  414,  427,  4  50,  468 

;  579,  G14,  G51,  652 

"      Mr  453 

i      Xaney  ,,.444 

.Xehemiah  243,  307.  3>84.  051 

Samuel  454- 

Samuel,  2d  673 

&  Wright  308 

Townshcnd,  .Mass  25,  41,  537 

Town  so  V e  re  ig  IT t y  .5 ,8- 'j  5 

Towns's  shop  414 

Town  street!  59,  113,  14.S 

Towzer,  Pji tte. ,  3,35 

Tract  society......  400 

Tracv,  Leonard  53,0 

William  A  491 

Training  ,£;round  50,  172 

Trask,  fia'ijie]  W  ..49i) 

William  Ji  490 

Treasurers,  town  079,  680 

Tree,  largest  in  Clieshirc  coi]!jty..531 
Trees. ......... -531 ,  0,83,  080,  087.  GOO 

693,  700.  701.  704.  705,  70G 

Trenton,  battle  of  213,  614 

Trinity  bicycle  fiactorj-  G;>9,  7<.»0 

Trinity  Cycle  Company  704 

Triumph  Writiger  Conspanv  ..G92 

Troy,  N.  H  '  '.  531 

Trumhnli,  Dr  .30 

Tubbs,  i'rcderic  T93 

Tucker.  Caleb  2  4  - v» 

Lemuel  23-8 

Tiickerman,  10) ward  I'arknican ..634 

Mary  OMivia.  .....*j35 

Tufts.  George  507,  711 

Zacharialu.  405 
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Turner,  Hzra  - 1 

(iardiiot  W  l-^  1 

Tiithill.  Horatio  A  Ci-U.  .',:.() 

Tnltle,  I.ioiia'fi  J  r.iT,  7(»^ 

Normal]  A  olli 

kiniltc-ii  ,\  •'■-'3 

Williati!  S  To.'! 

Tii.\liur\  .  (".rail'!  Master  ."+"J 

Twelfth  N.  }].  Vols  47'J,  kso 

riO.N 

Twclftii  re'_rimeiit  {militia)...''. I'J,  '.'■')7 
:vjy..  4-l(>,  417,  4-a7 

Twentieth  eeiiliirv  hci;!ii)  70.") 

Twentieth  rcainieut  (uiilitia)  34-9 

354,  357.  350,  :;TU,  370,  3«6 

355,  30.S,  41(i,  42■_^  429,  431 
437,  43>,  443,  445,  50S 

Tweiity-eiyhtb  rcgiiiieiit  (iTiilitia)3.57 
Twenty -seconii  re<>inu'iit  (militia  )2.'^0 

Twin  mount.iin  lliiU  140 

Twist,  Edward  21 

Twitchell,  Amos  351.  3;}3,  409 

410,  41S,  425.  430,  434,  435 
44),  44(1,  447,  45*'.,  5U2,  r,52 
653.  654,  090.  729 

Amos  (Mrs.)  44f>.  <)."i3 

r.enianiii)  103,  107,  1  1  4.  120 

121,  723 

Daniel  103,  123 

Geor.ee  R  449,  454,  457.  4G1 

405,  467,  50.^,  523,  536.  .53s 
539,  542,  592.  054,  f)77.  Csr, 
692,  69S,  090,  7'2>,  729 

Samuel  236,  652 

Sijsaii  (Watson)  ('>54 

Timotliv  366,  457,  590.  (■>43 

6)53,  054 

T w T I ch e II  house  683 

Tvler,  loiiathnii  G  702 

'  Rolicrt.  S.S 

Tyler  place,  Kate  139,  357 

Tythingtneu  3()7,  368 

Uiulerwood,  Joiuit]];u"i...53,  97,  107 

rnioii  Canadieiine  Fraiiciis  713 

I'liioTi  Canal  Lottery  302,  382 

I'nion  district  checklist  GS9 

Union  Hotel  466 

Union  Leagne  Civil)  473 

Union  Railroad,  the  New  Hainj)- 

shire  450 

Uiiiou  school  district. .648,  fi.Sl,  6,s,8 

694,  695,  697,  69.S,  699,  704 
705,  707,  709,  711.  724 

UnioTi  stage  line  400 

I  nionville  (Sw.-i  nzey )  531 

l'tiitari;ni  clnircb  cditice  405.  432 

532,  096,  697,  705,  710,  727 

Unitarian  Clul)  692 

i  iiitarianism  372,  3>9,  390,  395 

Unitarian  Scwin"-  Society  539 


Uiiileil  (hderof  I'ilf^riin  l-\->ihers..6'Jl 

1  nilcii  Sl.-iteS  colored  troops  .519 

'  iiited  St;iles  ciirieiicy  303 

United  States  depositary  525 

United  States  rt.ij;  ".  305 

United  States  navy  521 

United  Workinen,  Ancient  Clrder 

of  691 

I'nitv  Lod><e  Ko.  40,  I.  O.  0.  P.. .683 

Universalisis  .303,  700,  706,  728 

University  of  Geneva  644 

Uphani,  Hdvvin  0  709 

(k'orj^e  R  608,  632 

O.strood  \V  536 

Upper  township  28,  42,  47,  96 

97,  100 

Usher,  Lieut.  Gov  14 

Valley  Forge  231 

\'a]lcy  road  436 

Van'  Buren,  XUartiii  419 

\'  a  n  ness ,  1  oseph  518 

Vandreuil,  Gov  34 

Gen  76 

Vault,  city  fireproof.  688 

Vekicipedcs  534 

Vermont  30,  33,  57,  258,  261 

\'enTioiit  comities  262 

Vermont,  steamer  397 

Vernon  29.  65,  120 

\'crnor!.  South  57 

Vested  choir  '.694 

Veteran  Reserve  Corp.s  520 

\'cterinarinn  308 

\  jan,  Herbert  R  691,  692 

Vicksburg,  siege  of.. 9.  494,  504,  516 

\'ictor  Wringer  Conij3any  686 

Viger.  Arculcs  501 

Virginia  S,  480,  486 

Visitors  and    inspectors  of 

seliools  375,  377,  3.S4 

Volunteers  354 

Vt)se,  Catherine  657 

Counsellor  345 

Frederic  459 

Roger  376 

William  360 

X'ulcanizcd  Can  Com})anv  685 

686,  687 

Walioojeeg,  Ojibwav  cliief  643 

Wadley,  Jonathan  E  380,  391 

Wadsworth,  Josejjh  15 

Samuel  (1)  154,  162,  205 

222,  242,  282,  399,  613,  655 

Samnel  (2)  655 

Samuel  (engineer)  688,  690 

692,  695,  705 

Seth  693 

Wait,  Col  208 

Jason  205 

Waite,  George  W  490 
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Waite,  John  H  ...+76,  +90 

Waldo  '&  Jones  541 

Walker,  Albert  R  -4-70,  ■4-S4. 

Alvah  ....432.  .i..;'..S 

A.  &  H  SSI .  392,  r.51 

Reuben  SS,  !K5 

Walkers,  the  6r>l 

Wallace,  Samuel  J  507 

Wallingford ,  C ohii  , , ..2;C 

Walpoie  56.  Go,  90,  90.  los 

117,  122,  12H,  126,  152,  101 
193,  194,  207,  232,  291,  29G 
34-1.  3K"),  367.  371,  374-,  527 

Walpoie  Artillery  ,34'2.  376 

386.  3.SS 

Walpoie,  Horace  GIS 

Robert  61.S,  610 

Walpoie  militia  compatrv  230 

Walpoie  road  2.^5,  301 

Walther,  Joseph  707 

Walworth,  Silas  363 

W  am  p:i  n  oags  31 

Wamsutta  31,  32,  141 

Ward,  Aaron   89 

Artemas  176,  177.  ISO 

181.  ls;2 

Harrisou  R  6>S 

Ja'Dez  21 

John  &  Co  281 

Joshua  431 

Richard  W  517 

W'ar  debt  529 

Wardwell,  George  0  513 

Olin  L  519 

Ware.  Asa  277,  417 

Hannah  620 

Nathaniel  97 

Peter  John  295 

Wares,  Asa,  Jr  359 

Warino;,  Geor^je  E  .....0,^6 

War,  King  Philip's  30 

War  loan  472,  4S5,  503,  515 

510,  525 

Warn,  William  W  513 

Warner,  Daniel  103 

Elvira  659 

James  M  359,  .575 

John  286,  307,  5G9,  G59 

John  S  484 

Sarah  569 

Seth  225,  220 

Warner,  N.  H  56 

Warner's  battalion  22S 

W'arner's  fulling  rail!.  307 

War  of  the  Rebellion  G,  469- 

529,  728 

War  of  1S12  3.52-370,  728 

W'arren,  John  545 

Joseph  598 

Joseph  G  700 


j  Warren,  J(>seph  G.  (Mrs.).....  414 

1      Mayor  445 

i      Mr.  (captmrctl  bv  IiHlians)......Sl 

i      Oliver  .".  358 

\Va  r  ren 's  com  pa  n^v  359 

W .'  I  r  re  ri  t  o  n ,  Va  448 

\Vart;n:es  ....'555,  360,  525 

W:ir  vessels  ,  ....358 

Wranvick,  .Mass  .158 

W.'ishbnrn  house  307,  308 

:  Washburn,  :\lr  240 

Simeon  204 

Waslibiini's  lane  292 

Washiijplon  Benevolent  Socjetj'..350 

.  Washin,i,'t<)n  centennial  417,  692 

;  Washington,  citv  of.  6,  470.  478 

\  486,  4SS,  489.  499,  508,  517 

!  _  518,  519,  644 

I  Washington  county,  Vi  264 

^  Washinl'ton,  George.. .205,  200,  210 
I  212,  213,  224,  235,  23S,  246 

•  247,  268,  2SS,  296,  305,  520 

i  _  639,  640,  059,  690 

1  Washington  Ihnik  anil  Ladder 

I  Company  542 

Washingttm's  armv  212,  231 

I  "  '  236,  264 

W.'ishington's  birthday  428,  441 

I  '        502,  503 

I  Washington  school  ..097,  699 

j  Washington  street. .27,  4S,  H3,  140 
i  Washington    Total  Ahsiinence 

I  Society  436,  437,  441,  450 

j  Waterford.  N.  Y  631 

!  Waterhonse,  i'r  3-i-7 

Water  power  at  Svvanzej'  Fac- 
tory  352 

Watervlc'it.  X.  Y  643 

Water  works  302,  503.  530,  533 

690,  694,  703,  708,  709 

Water  works  bonds  533,  708 

Watson,  Daniel  307,  338,  351 

366,  42S.  4,54,  560,  592,  643 
053,  667 

)ames  485 

"Mann      Wood  3:'.S,  340 

Snsan  653 

Watson  house  241 

Watson's  shop,. .293,  307,  33S,  458 

:  Watsons,  the  ....413 

Wavne.  Gen  219 

Weare.  Mesech...203.  224,  247,  24S 
253.  259,  265,  267,  26S,  559 

WeathersfieW ,  Cc>3it)  136 

Webb.  E-Jvvard  A  461 

Gen  128 

Thomas  Smith  291,  546,  548 

Webster,  Charles  C  ...449,  467 

542,  688,  729 
Charles  F  r>13.  536,  542,  551 
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\Vthi.liT,  I):uiicl  120,  ar.G, 

Iiaiiiel  (of  I\CCin)  

N  oa  h  

Weeks,  L;ifnvctte  

Tliomns  21,  20 

W  ctl.-IUlDti,  (|UCCT1  HI  , 

\V(irs,  Tht.......  

Wcitzcl's  division  of  Smith's 

Kiphteeiilli  corps  

Weldon  rriilroful,  l)attlc  on. .10, 
Wf-llingtciii,  Joseph  II  

Leonard  

Wclhnan,  Tedediah  102,  205, 

lerrv  P  

Wells,  Dorothy  (Mrs.)  

}lorace  ?>4-2, 

Isaac  

James  343,  354,  360. 

S73, 

Mark  

Sarah  

Thomas  42,  45,  9S,  09, 

205,  210.  295.  307,  SOS, 
354,  420, 

Wells  river  

Wells's  inn  

Welsh  fusileers  

Wentworth,  Denning  54,  55 

65,  G7.  98,  "lOO,  104, 
107,  117,  123,  130,  161. 


434 

r.r.5 

:!41 
41 S 
707 
.  43 
141 
..14 


John. 


.155,  157, 


159,  ICU. 
IGS, 

Wetitvvorth's  ferrv  .,  

West  Beech  hill...'.  

West,  Beujamin..  2f<8,  .'507, 

Oliver  

vSamue!  300,  337. 

West  J^eene  cenieterv  

West  Kceiie  riflemen  

West  Lebanon  

Westminster  

Westminster  compauv  

Westraorclatid  .50,  05,  9,S, 

118,  119,  121,  195,  246, 
'  :.'96, 

Westmoreland  Light  Infantrv... 
376,  386.  3S8,  429,  431, 
443, 

Westraorcland  road  146, 

Wesi  mountain  

West  Mountain  road  

Weston,  James  A  535,  537, 

Weston,  Mass  

West  Point  244,  245, 

West  river  

West  street  100,  113, 

Wetherliee,  Edward  H  

Samuel  206,  207, 


480 
498 
090 
542 
214 
701 
423 
354 
363 
363 
65S 
.549 
668 
1 62 
342 
423 
..34 
339 
1.S7 
,  5S 
105 
255 
728 
1 64 
178 
133 
272 
r,45 
,367 
54S 
.692 
,437 
,515 
,117 
256 
117 
291 
371 
,342 
437 
450 
14 
553 
135 
53S 
,587 
246 
..92 
695 
513 
284 
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\\"  c t  h  c  r  bee '  s  e o  ni  p n  1 1  \'  208 

Wheeler,  Abraham. ..'..152.  154,  163 
204,  211,  220,  237,  276,  284 
299,  347,  363,  655,  671,  672 
Abraham,  ]r..l62,  204,  630,  631 

655,  656 

Alfred  H  „...702,  703 

Barzillai  .359 

Charles  W  513 

David  657 

Hannah  (.Mrs.)  389,  655,  656 

Harriet  Wvman  651 

Henrv  '.  359 

Huldah  (Whipple)  656 

Jesse  207 

Jethro  80,  89 

Jonathan  102,  178,  194,  211 

220,  226 

Joseph  413,  658 

Joseph  (Dr.)  ,351.  383,  393 

399,  546,  651 

Katherine  473 

Kathcrine  F  473 

Martha  Frost  (Pcrrv)  657 

Alarv  (Mrs.)  .'.  655 

N'athan  423 

Nathaniel  656 

Quincv  432 

Sarah  D.  (Mrs.)  449,  657 

Solon  523 

Sumner  410,  415,  423.  433 

434,  447,  449.  4.53,  454,  473 
6.57,  G5S,  675,  730 

Sumner,  &  Co  576 

Walter  162,  236,  244 

Walter  J  711 

WeslcT  H  524 

William  C  485 

William  P  407.  449.  4.54,  457 

401,  464,  473,  503.  5.30,  534 
538,  595,  596.  635.  656,  657 
6S2,  729 

William  P.  (Mrs.)  601 

Zadock  162,  205,  212,  226 

&  Faulkner.. .393,  467,  542,  596 

656,  6SS 

Wheeler's  band  714 

Wheeler  tavern  299 

Wheelock,  Eleazar  155,  156 

Emily  Ann  .591 

George  380 

George  A  138,  139,  451,  454 

457.  538,  5.39,  676,  689.  691 
700.  730 

Lvnds  380,  391,  591,  601 

President  (Dartmouth). .257,  258 

Sarah  F.  (Mrs.)  416 

I  Wheelock  park...457,  490,  689.  692 

693,  700 

Whigs  434,  435,  436,  665 
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Villi  i>pin  s-post  270 

WhippkrAifred  F  524 

Eiit;ene  A  701) 

Thomas  4-7-i- 

William  .y^:, 

WilHam,  (C.-ipt.)  1  79 

Whipple's  brigade  225,  22<),  'J'Ad 

WhirhYind  343 

Whitcorab,  Elbridge  G  4-6G,  C.37 

697,  730 

Ephraim  54-9 

Frank  II  4,  GSl,  7<»1 

J.  Fred,  J r  701 

Jonathan  ISii,  2s;* 

Joseph  l!i7,  211.  3«7 

Oliver  41  7 

Philemon  349 

&  Diiubar  ,  4(;!>,  540 

\V hitconib 's  ba 1 1 ti  li on  24fi 

Whitcomb's  blook  441,  4G7 

Whitcomb's  cnnipany  014 

White,  Ang-uslus  C..'.  48.'5 

Bronghton  54>; 

E.  HT  (Mrs.)  541 

Georgre  Miles  52.S 

Henry  4S5 

John  1G2,  205,  222 

William  0         454,  457  ,  401,  533 

543,  0S2,  6S3.  6D3,  727  : 

William  0.  (Mrs.)  540  ' 

Sainnel  173.  193 

vSelden  F  411,  447,  449,  451 

4.5,3,  4.54,  675,  G7S 

Shubael  4S5,  501,  520 

Whue  brook  272,  310.  552 

White  ijraok  canal  201 

Wliite  Oak  SwititUJ.  battle  of, 

4S8,  51.S 

White  Plains,  battle  of.  210,  562 

Whitini^,  Col  12S 

John  97,  107 

Jonathan  97 

Whitman,  Samtiel  218 

Whitnc3-,  Benjamin  21,  22 

Edward  43.3 

Jonathan  21 

Leonard  F"  514 

Mary  ._.  559 

Whittemore,  Curtis  A  514 

Daniel  II  4-85 

Whitticr,  John  G  31,  631 

Whittle,  lames  C  507.  GOS 

Whitweli  W.  S  440  I 

Wibird,  Richard..  103  i 

Wier,  Robert  ..270  J 

Wilber,  WilliatB  4S5 

Wilcox,  Charles  W  507 

Eleazar  317,  31 S  , 

Wild  Cat,  Conn  239  I 

Wilder,  Abel  307,  310,  419,  GOl  1 


Wilder,  Abi.uail  G21,  G58 

Ahijah  ....  07.  121,.  102.  204,  24*.> 
251,  275,  270,  277,  2J<0,  2S4 
29(),  297.  3t>0,  302,  Hi)4,  3(>7 
3o9,  3G,S,  .-,79,  4u!.  4-2 1.  5-23 
428.  449,  454  ,  502,  54-4,  f>21 
05 :s,  072,  725.  730 

Aliijah,  Jr  3)05.  302,  3SS,  .392 

393,  .399,  4o3,  404,  413.  415 
417,  418,  O'lS,  G59,  000,  601 

.Andrew  107,  G5,"s 

AnmjKf.is  T  00  t,  G74,  095 

Azel  322,  302,  370,  401.  403 

413,  415,  410,  419,  422,  425 
434,  575,  505,  G5S,  059,  GOO 
OGl,  073,  075,  725 

Aze!  (.Mrs.)  407,  509 

A.  &  A  302.  403.  422,  425 

059,  000,  00 1 

Betsey  (Joslin)  0,61 

Beulah  ( {ohn>oii)  *>59 

Charles  ]  059 

Charles  X  074 

Elvira  050 

Ezra  399 

Harriet  P  6,59 

Hepsey  059 

Ilepzibah  0,58 

M.-iria  <"i.59 

Marshall  I'  477.  548 

Martha  (Blake)  058 

Mr  (;G7 

Nathaniel  414 

Pattv  (Martiia)  0,58 

Peter  243,  2,s0,  3i)7,  .'iOS 

Rliodo  Jane  059 

Sarnnel  0.01 

Saraii  05.8 

Silas  428,  578 

Taniar  (Mrs.)  421,  0,58 

Thomas  1.54,  157,  li)2,  2o4- 

207,  208 

Wilder  btiildin-4  403,  411.  412 

434,  OOO 

Wilderness, eanipaii(n  of.. 9,  488,  49.5 

Wilkins,  Daniel  152.  153 

Wilkinson,  David  0,34 

Sok>n  S  4<>7,  547,  G7t> 

S.  S.  &  Co  080 

W.arrcn  H  107 

&  McGre.sor  G9l 

Wilkins's  laundry  70(i 

Wilkins  toy  \^-fnks  090 

W i  1 1  a  r d ,  Be  n j  a rs  H  n  2  ( >4 

Cvnthifi  603 

Hliiah  223 

Georue  II  485.  490 

Grate  (or  Grata)  003 

H.annah  00>3,  009,  070 

Harriet  50.3 
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\\  ill:,r<],  Henry  (1)  OCT 

Ik-iir-v-  (2)  675 

i  :  20 

"(osci.li  13a 

josiah  (Col.)  IS,  27.  37,  (i?, 

Gs.  7?..  7.'>,  80,  8.T.  1)1,  134 
152,  154,  161,  1G3,  175,  195 
222.  GOl,  002,  72S 

josiah  Cson  of  ahovc  Col.)  39 

5S,  04-,  OG,  73,  Sii,  SS,  .S9.  91 
94,  107,  no,  117,  119,  120 
126,  127.  14S,  151,  152.  153 
155,  157,  IGl.  175,  205,  222 
249,  276,  284,  288.  289,  307 
309,  311,  .338,  343.  .340,  387 
54S,  007.  GG2,  663,  669,  670 
071,  672,  (;74-,  G7G.  679 

losiah,  Ir  309 

josiah  (4)  663 

JosinJi  (5)  354,  663 

Lockhart  2S9.  290.  3(i5,  307 

346.  348.  354,  368,  374.  376 
■463,  563,  640,  063,  G72,  673 
G74,  670,  078 

Lucius  S  514 

Marv  602 

Merriam  (Miss)  142 

Moses  1 27 

Nathai)  222 

Prentice  223 

Rebecca  663 

Salome  Reed  354 

Samtiel  133 

Simon  14.  222,  718,  719 

Thankful  (Taylor)  603 

W.  Ilenrv  519 

&  Ames.."  343,  363 

Willard  family  133 

Willard's  company  612 

\Vi  1 1  a  rd 's  regi  men  t  1 95 

Williams,  Andrew  J  701 

Elijah  ....157,  103.  168,  175,  237 
252,  272,  273,  274,  071,  729 

Ephraim  64 

Hphraiin,  Jr  668 

Israel  18,  G4,  91,  93,  94 

James  H  680 

Jason  093 

John  34 

Siinoti  581 

Williarnsbur".  battle  of.  478 

Willis,  BcnjaiTiin  204,  249,  2js4 

Berijamln.  Jr.  277 

Klisha  174,  194.  205 

Wiiison,  Aaron  201,  207,  220 

249.  276,  413,  4-45,  704 

Daniel  162,  174,  194,  205 

208,  226 

David  162,  204,  219,  226 

296,  300,  374 


Willson,  loscph  162,  204,  272 

311,  G72 

rri.ah  163,  204 

Warren  0  466,  541 

William  403,  597 

William  O  507 

Willson  pond  G99 

Wilmington  486 

Wilson.  Al)ijah  435 

Charles  F  539,  652,  G96 

Ch.-irloltc  Jean  667 

Daniel  276 

Daniel  Webster  667 

Dauphin  W  G90,  694 

David  211,  276,  672 

Elizabeth  (.Miss)  GG3 

Elizabeth  (Mrs.;  416 

Elizabeth  (Steele)  664 

Ephraim  401 

James  370,  377,  384.  397 

398,  410,  416,  417,  425,  432 
663,  664,  677,  729 

James  (Mrs.)  406 

James  Edward  667 

James  Henrv  667,  694 

lames,  ]r....'.  100,  174,  282 

384,  386,  387,  388,  389.  .391 
398,  399.  404,  406,  407.  408 
409.  410,  414,  415,  416,  417 
419,  422,  427,  428,  429.  430 
431,  434.  435,  436,  443,  447 
470,  508,  547.  548.  663,  664- 
667,  675,  676,  677.  683.  685 
690,  729 

James,  Jr.  (Mrs.)  446 

James,  2d  414,  428 

Jehiel  413,  675,  692 

Jesse  514 

John  652 

Jonas  21 

Marv  Elizabeth  667 

Mary  (Hodge)  6G3 

Xorman  410 

Oliver  413,  429 

PhtL-be  435 

Robert  663 

Robert  (Col.)  422,  429.  454 

oOS,  509.  514.  663,  676,  728 

William  6G3 

William  Robert  667 

Wilson-Gorman  tarilT.  698 

Wilson  house  4-.S2 

Wilson  pail  factory  401 

Wilson  raid  "  518 

Wilson  street  695 

Wilton,  X.  H  207,  220,  624 

Wincheiidon,  Mass  368,  460 

Winchester,  battle  of.  509 

Winchester,  Capt  76 

E.  A  279 
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Winchester,  Eiiocli  \V  -WJ.  o2l 

\Vi nclies ter  fa ct o ry  4.-.  1 

Winchester  Light  Infantry   o 

Wincliestcr  Xationiil  hank  (i*m 

Winchester,  X.  li  29,  37.  3S  i1 

5fi.  58,  59,  71.  75.  7S,  >>H.  12<> 
155,  161,  195,203,201    5 17 

Winder.  (Jen  

Windsor.  Conn  136 

Windsor,  Yt  

Winn;.ite.  joshn:i  20? 

Wingute's  retrinieiit  

Winsiow,  Jesse  C  4y0 

Winter  hill  ls^2,  ISI    1  M 

Winter,  severe  .3()-}-,  34-0 

399,  435 

Winthrop,  fiov   (>i- 

Robert  C   i  b 

Wirt,  William   7 

Witherell,  Ephraini  211.  219 

236.  2;if 

Withington,  Ehza  P.. .414-,  -J-27 

Witt,  Ebenezer  

Elias  21 

Tohn  21 

S,-imuel  21,  23,  24-.  25 

William  21 

Wobnrn,  Mass  638,  GGs 

Wolfe,  James  130,  131,  132,  663 

Wolf  hunt  31h 

W'omen  in  sclic)f<!  aflairs  0S3 

Wonalanset  143 

Wood,  Alphonso  414- 

Amos  359,  -i-13 

David  55s 

EmsHne  021 

Ephrftim  66,7 

Georqc  C  524 

Haniiah  G34 

llenrv  A  514 

John.'.  338,  350.  362,  371 

377,  3S1,  aS4,  .388,  +05.  4.14- 
417,  423,  431,  454,  667,  673 
674,  675 

John  H  524 

lohn  Y  392,  411,  414,  421 

Maria  Y  411 

Marv  558 

Nathan  394,  414 

Rer.  Mr  232 

Koswel!  T  711 

Samuel. .204,  364,  445,  454,  4{>0 

Samuel,  Ir  413,  418,  428.  673 

William  229 

Wood  and  Chapman's  <lruui 

corps  713 

Woodburv,  I.  B  46S 

Levi....".  3S7,  419,  5S3 

Nathan  G  699 

&  Howard  OSG 


e  4  ~ 

n  1 

 tl  t 

I  11 

Orcn  695 

^       Ll  U        '>f    (  >J 

fli        I  K 

\  1  1  r  f 
276.  374 

W    >dTv   r  I    \  I  "  id 

Llemetit  |  606 

L.vriiK  4-.>;'.-  (VJ'.I-  (i'Mj 

1  »avid  C-SH 

U      R     1  >1       SI      i>      I  4- 
Irhi  -s  1 
i(  '•I  1  2 
Sar    tl   4(  "   r  4-       >  ~  , 

Samuel.  tV.  Lo  riuv 

Solomon  4.H0 

Ui!  J  .1  4 

Woodward  h  i  n;  se   f>  r>  1 

Woodward  pond  6^9 

Woodwortli,  ilr  426 

Woolen  f a  e t  ( J  r}-  348 

Woolsev,  President  560 

Worcester,  :N.1ass  23,  3:.'.  51,  130 

571,  596 

W  o  rcest  e  r  rai !  ro.'ul  6)42' 

Worcester  regiment  9G 

Workhonse..'..  2'JO 

Worsky,  Robert. .19J.  192,  2(..>7,  226 

Worth.  Gen  579 

Wrenthain,  Muss  38,  49,  85.  88 

97.   148,  ,558,  563,  564.  565 
602,  614 

W  r i    ;  t ,  A  m  a  sa   7  5 

P,enjan")!n  75 

ilerjoni  80,  88 

Isetsey  ...6(~>7 

ySraulev  J-"  .6'')S 

Carrol!  D  509,  537,  538 

Charitv  630 

Charles.  2d  .146,  3lo,  531 

627.  668 

P'.aniel  (1)  194 

I)anie!  (2)  i^'S,  514 

David  N  549,  5..i) 

Elizabeth  f  668 

EphnurQ..l  276,  311,  351,  384 

667,  6t;- 

Ephraim,  2d  63() 

George  K  329,  454,  5H1,  667 

66s,  673.  (>76 

Hcrirv  .668 

lames  1G2,  204,  272,  276 

284.  206,  311,  329,  667,  668 
James,  Jr  GG7 
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Wright,  John  4-r)+ 

Ic.bii  A  542,  r.S2,  092 

Joseph  n)  21 

'l<.sti>li  (2)  GfJK 

I.ruii.-ird  700 

Luther  k-  OOH 

Mriithn  667 

Martha  (Mrs.  Wilder)  667 

Alnry  .-i;t9 

Nathaniel  667 

Neheininh  a 

Oliver  162 

Phineas  340 

Polly  067 

Ketibeii  1 27 

Roxana  339 

S.ilnitin  6S7 

Saiiniel  212,  227 

&  Alason  542 

K:  Wilkinson  541 

Wright  farm  458 

Wright's  mills.....  241 

Wroufjht  Iron  Briilgc  Company. .7()5 

Wym an ,  Bt nj arn in  609 

Charles  .670 

(Charles)  William  6.-)9 

I'Hjah  669 

Enierv  K  487 

Isaac'  130,  146,  149,  150.  150 

163,  IGG,  169,  172.  173,  174 
177,  178.  179,  182.  190.  191 
195,  204,  205,  206,  207,  20N 
223,  231,  234,  262.  263,  2^2 
286.  289,  293,  294,  ,309,  423 
455,  562,  599,  028,  637,  640 
602.  068,  009,  (>70.  071.  672 
074,  070,  728 

Isaac,  Jr  103,  2.--;9,  423 

669.  070 


Wyinan,  James  307 

j     Joshua  (1)  068 

Joshua  (2)  445,  4,54,  009,  C73 

'      -Mary  008,  009 

j      Marv  (Fowlc)  670 

Mary  (Pollard)  008 

Mathcw  89 

Roxana  309,  637,  669 

Sarah  599,  609 

j      Sarah  (Wells)  668,  669,  670 

Susanna  602,  669 

!      Svbil  669 

William  341,  351,  361,  546 

,  669,  670 

&  Chapman  341 

Wvman's  regiment  208,  213,  284 

Wvman  tavern...  1 49,  150.  215,  282 
291,  309,  534,  550,  501,  069 

Wvomin<;,  Pciui  238 

Vardley,  .Manley  K  519 

Yorktown,  siege  of.  478,  488 

Vorktown.  Va  247 

Young,  John  ,501 

Josejih  194 

Yonng  L.'idies'  Seminar^'  414- 

Young  Mechanics'  .'V.ssociation...379 
Voimg  Men's  Christimi  Associa- 
tion  534,  701,  707, 

I  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 

i  tion  building  159,  095 

I  '  696 

Young  Men's  Christian  Union, 

534,  732 
Young  People's  Association  for 
the  Promotion  of  Temper- 
ance  409 

,  Youth's  Social  Fraternity  40S 

•  Zerahn,  Carl  .'.  468 

i  Zouaves  8 


732 
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Adams,  Charles  G.,  portrait  opposite  556 

Adams,  Charles  G.,  residence  of.  OPP-  4-9 

Adams,  Daniel,  portrait  opp.  294 

Adams,  Dr.  Daniel,  residence  of.  opp.  308 

Barstow,  Zedekiah  S.,  portrait  opp.  373 

Boston  road  opp.  173 

Central  square  in  1859  opp.  4-65 

Chamberlain,  Levi,  portrait  opp.  364 

Cheshire  House   424 

Colony  block  opp.  527 

Colony,  Josiah,  portrait  opp.  369 

Cooke  house  and  elm  opp.  578 

Courthouse  opp.  460 

Daniels,  Jabez,  house  of.  opp.  174 

Dinsmoor,  Samuel,  Jr.,  portrait  opp.  447 

Dinsmoor,  Samuel,  Sr.,  portrait  opp.  416 

Dinsmoor,  Samuel,  Sr.,  residence  of  opp.  285 

Dwinnell's  mill,  ruins  of  opp.  212 

Eagle  Hotel   379 

Edwards,  Thomas  M.,  portrait  opp.  681 

Elliot,  John,  portrait  opp.  590 

Elliot,  John  Henry,  portrait.....  opp.  697 
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